Santiago Villalpando
(Registrar of the International Court of Justice since 1 August 2026)

Santiago Villalpando was elected Registrar of the International Court of Justice in 2026 for a term of seven years. He
has 30 years of professional experience in public international law, both in the United Nations system and in academia.

Mr Villalpando was previously Legal Adviser and Director of the Office of International Standards and Legal Affairs at
UNESCO (2019-2026). He also served as Chief of the Treaty Section of the United Nations Office of Legal Affairs
(2013-2018) and Registrar of the United Nations Dispute Tribunal in New York (2010-2011), and worked at the
Codification Division of the United Nations Office of Legal Affairs (2006-2010, 2011-2013), the International Court of
Justice (2002-2006) and the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (1996). In addition, he was
Vice-Chair of the Board of Trustees of the United Nations International School, appointed by the Secretary-General of
the United Nations (2015-2018). He has participated in legal teams representing governments in international judicial
proceedings and served as an adviser for international organizations.

Mr Villalpando has taught at numerous universities in the United States, Europe and Latin America, including the
University of Geneva (1996-2001), Leiden University (2005-2006), New York University (2008-2014), the Graduate
Institute of International and Development Studies (2019-2021) and the Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne University (2021),
and has delivered seminars as part of the United Nations Regional Courses in International Law (2014-2018) and at
The Hague Academy of International Law (2024). Mr Villalpando has published several books, including L’émergence
de la communauté internationale dans la responsabilité des Etats (which was awarded the 2004 Suzanne Bastid Prize
of the French Society for International Law) and The Oxford Handbook of United Nations Treaties (co-edited with
S. Chesterman, D. Malone and A. lvanovic). His other publications in collective volumes and law journals cover topics
such as international responsibility, the law of international organizations, international law-making, international
adjudication, the law of treaties, international administrative law and international criminal law. He was the Senior Editor
of the International Court of Justice Section of the Leiden Journal of International Law (2004-2013) and has served on
the editorial boards of various international law journals, including the International Organizations Law Review
(2025-present). He is a titular member of the Institut de Droit International.

A national of Argentina and Spain, Mr Villalpando holds a PhD in International Law from the Graduate Institute of
International and Development Studies (2003), as well as an MA in International Studies (international law) from the
same institute (1997) and a Laurea in Giurisprudenza from the Libera Universita Internazionale degli Studi Sociali
Guido Carli (1994). He speaks fluent Spanish, French, English and Italian.

Education

PhD (summa cum laude), Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies (Geneva, Switzerland), MA in
International Studies (international law), Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies (Geneva,
Switzerland), Laurea in Giurisprudenza (summa cum laude), Libera Universita Internazionale degli Studi Sociali Guido
Carli (Rome, Italy)

Publications

Books

The Oxford Handbook of United Nations Treaties (with S. Chesterman, D. Malone and A. Ivanovic), Oxford, Oxford
University Press, 2019; Handbook on the Internal Justice System at the United Nations (with H. Buss, T. Fitschen, T.
Laker and C. Rohde), Turin, United Nations System Staff College, 2014; L'émergence de la communauté internationale
dans la responsabilité des Etats (Suzanne Bastid Prize), Paris-Geneva, PUF-IUHEI, 2005; Réparer les crimes de
I'histoire? Réponses du droit et de la justice (with L. Boisson de Chazournes and J.-F. Quéguiner), Brussels, Bruylant-
Université de Bruxelles, 2004.

Articles

“How Do Nations Unite within the United Nations? Coalitions and Divides in International Law-Making”, in Italian
Yearbook of International Law, Vol. 34, 2025, pp. 3-20; “Avant-propos”, in Société frangaise pour le droit international.
Art et droit international, Colloque de Nice, Paris, Pedone, 2025 (in publication); “The Negotiation of Multilateral
Treaties”, in M. Oyarzabal (ed.), International Law for Diplomats, Oxford, Oxford University Press (in publication);
“Articles 23 and 24”, in T. Scovazzi and P. Vigni (eds.), The 2001 Underwater Cultural Heritage Convention. A
Commentary, Oxford, Oxford University Press (in publication); “Les dépositaires des traités cinquante ans apres la
Convention de Vienne”, in F. Coulée (ed.), Droit des traités. Pratique et mutations (in publication); “L’esprit olympique
peut-il servir de modele a la communauté internationale?”, in Société frangaise pour le droit international. Sport et droit
international. Colloque de Nanterre, Paris, Pedone, 2025, pp. 155-164; “Droits erga omnes?”, in J. Vifiuales et al.
(eds.), The International Legal Order in the XXlIst Century. Essays in Honour of Professor Marcelo Gustavo Kohen,
Leiden/Boston, Brill/Nijhoff, 2023, pp. 386-404; “Les ‘parties prenantes’ a la production du droit international
multilatéral: quelques legcons de la pratique de TUNESCQ?”, in Société frangaise pour le droit international. Le droit
international multilatéral. Colloque de Perpignan, Paris, Pedone, 2023, pp. 113-130; “Protecting Community Interests:
Solidarity Measures within the State Responsibility Regime?”, in EJIL Talk! (www.ejiltalk.org), 2021; “Making the
Treaty” (with C. I. Fuentes), in D. B. Hollis (ed.), The Oxford Guide to Treaties, Oxford, Oxford University Press, 2020,
pp. 201-228; “La protection internationale des cultures insulaires” (with R. Lucas), in J.-L. lten (ed.), fles et droit



.

international, Société frangaise pour le droit international, Paris, Pedone, pp. 227-239; “In Memoriam: Professor Hugh
W. A. Thirlway” (with C. Hoss and E. De Brabandere), Leiden Journal of International Law, Vol. 33, 2020, pp. 261-268;
“La contribution de I'Organisation internationale du Travail au droit des traités” (with C. Hoss), in G. Politakis,
T. Kohiyama and T. Lieby (eds.), ILO100 Law for Social Justice, Geneva, ILO, 2019, pp. 169-185; “United Nations
Internal Justice System”, in H. Ruiz Fabri (ed.), Max Planck Encyclopedia of International Procedural Law, Oxford,
Oxford University Press, 2020 (www.opil.ouplaw.com); “Gli strumenti della codificazione del diritto internazionale
pubblico nell’'eta della codificazione light’, in Atti del XXIll Convegno annuale della Societa italiana di diritto
internazionale, Milan, Giuffre, 2019, pp. 259-278; “The Law of the International Civil Service”, in J. K. Coogan, |. Hurd,
I. Johnstone (eds.), The Oxford Handbook of International Organizations, Oxford, Oxford University Press, 2017,
pp. 1069-1084; “International Administrative Tribunals”, in J. K. Coogan, |. Hurd, |. Johnstone (eds.), The Oxford
Handbook of International Organizations, Oxford, Oxford University Press, 2017, pp. 1085-1103; “Réserves: suivez le
guide!”, in Dictionnaire des idées regues en droit international, Paris, Pedone, 2017, pp. 487-493; “Managing
International Civil Servants”, in S. Cassese (ed.), Research Handbook on Global Administrative Law, Cheltenham-
Northampton, Edward Elgar, 2016, pp. 65-81; “Preface”, in C. |. Fuentes, Normative Plurality in International Law.
A Theory of the Determination of Applicable Rules, Springer, 2016; “Agim Behrami and Bekir Behrami v. France, App.
No. 71412/01 and Ruzhdi Saramati v. France, Germany and Norway, App. No. 78166/01, European Court of Human
Rights, 2 May 2007, in C. Ryngaert, |. F. Dekker, R. Wessel and J. Wouters (eds.), Judicial Decisions on the Law of
International Organizations, Oxford, Oxford University Press, 2016; “Préface” (with L. Condorelli), in G. Distefano,
G. Gaggioli and A. Héche (eds.), La convention de Vienne de 1978 sur la succession d’Etats en matiére de traités.
Commentaire article par article et études thématiques, Brussels, Bruylant, 2016, pp. V-X; “Luigi Condorelli ou
I'optimisme de la raison”, in L. Condorelli, L'optimisme de la raison, Paris, Pedone (Doctrines), 2014, pp. 5-21;
“Caodification Light: A New Trend of the Codification of International Law at the United Nations”, Brazilian Yearbook of
International Law, Vol. VIII, 2013, pp. 117-155; “The ‘Invisible College of International Lawyers’ Forty Years Later”, in
International Law as a Profession, Acts of the Research Forum of the European Society of International Law, 2013;
“On the International Court of Justice and the Determination of Rules of Law”, Leiden Journal of International Law,
Vol. 6, 2013, p. 1; “La relation entre les Nations Unies et les organisations régionales”, in Regionalism and International
Law, Biennial Conference of the European Society of International Law 2012, Oxford University Press, 2012; “Some
Archeological Explorations on the Birth of Obligations Erga Omnes”, in Liber Amicorum Judge Raymond Ranjeva,
Paris, Pedone, 2013, pp. 623-637; “The International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia”, in Ch. Giorgetti
(ed.), The Rules, Practice and Jurisprudence of International Courts and Tribunals, Martinus Nijhoff, 2012, pp. 233-260;
“Functions of Depositaries” (with F. Ouguergouz and J. Morgan-Foster), in Commentary to the Vienna Conventions on
the Law of Treaties, Oxford University Press, 2011, pp. 1715-1757; “The Legal Dimension of the International
Community: How Community Interests are Protected in International Law”, European Journal of International Law,
Vol. 21, Issue 2, 2010, pp. 387-419; “Le codificateur, le juge et la responsabilité des Etats: interaction entre la CDI et
la ClJ dans I'application des régles secondaires”, Annuaire frangais de droit international 2009, Vol. LV, pp. 39-61;
“Eichmann Case”, in Max Planck Encyclopedia of Public International Law, Max Planck Institute for Comparative Public
Law and International Law, Oxford University Press, 2009 (www.mpepil.com); “Forced Labour/Slave Labour”, in Max
Planck Encyclopedia of Public International Law, Max Planck Institute for Comparative Public Law and International
Law, Oxford University Press, 2009 (www.mpepil.com); “The Behrami and Saramati Cases” (with P. Bodeau-Livinec
and G. Buzzini), American Journal of International Law, Vol. 102, April 2008, pp. 323-331; “La promotion de I'état de
droit dans la pratique des Nations Unies” (with P. Bodeau-Livinec), in Société frangaise pour le droit international, L’état
de droit en droit international, Paris, Pedone, 2009, pp. 81-100; “Les fonctions du dépositaire” (with F. Ouguergouz),
in Commentaire aux Conventions de Vienne sur le droit des traités, Brussels, Bruylant, 2006, pp. 2697-2760; “Les
Nations Unies et les juridictions pénales internationales” (with L. Condorelli), in J.-P. Cot, A. Pellet and M. Forteau
(eds.), Commentaire de la Charte des Nations Unies, Paris, Economica, 2005, pp. 201-245; “La réparation des crimes
de l'histoire: état et perspectives du droit international public contemporain” (with J.-F. Quéguiner), in Réparer les
crimes de I'histoire? Réponses du droit et de la justice, Brussels, Bruylant-Université de Bruxelles, 2004, pp. 39-71;
“Attribution of Conduct to the State: How the Rules of State Responsibility May Be Applied Within the WTO Dispute
Settlement System”, Journal of International Economic Law, Vol. 5, Issue 2, June 2002, pp. 393-420; “Relationship of
the Court with the United Nations (Article 2)” (with L. Condorelli), in A. Cassese et al. (eds.), The International Criminal
Court’s Statute. A Commentary, Oxford University Press, 2002, pp. 219-234; “Can the Security Council Extend the
ICC’s Jurisdiction?” (with L. Condorelli), in ibid., pp. 571-582; “Referral and Deferral by the Security Council” (with L.
Condorelli), in ibid., pp. 627-655; “L’affaire Pinochet. beaucoup de bruit pour rien? L'apport au droit international de la
décision de la Chambre des Lords du 24 mars 2000”, in Revue générale de droit international public, Vol. 104, No. 2,
2000, pp. 393-427; “Le Tribunal pénal international pour I'ex-Yougoslavie face au conflit du Kosovo”, in La crise des
Balkans de 1999, Brussels, Bruylant-LGDJ, 2000, pp. 219-243; “El Derecho en los Tiempos de Guerra” and “Los
Tribunales Penales Internacionales”, in W. Villalpando (with S. Villalpando), De los Derechos Humanos al Derecho
Internacional Penal, Buenos Aires, UCES/Abeledo Perrot, 2000; “Le crime de génocide revisité: nouveau regard sur
la définition de la Convention de 1948 a I'heure de son cinquanti€me anniversaire” (with A.-M. La Rosa), in K. Boustany
and D. Dormoy (eds.), Génocide(s), Brussels, Réseau Vitoria, Bruylant-Université de Bruxelles, 1999, pp. 53-110; “Los
Derechos Humanos y el Derecho Internacional Humanitario en el Actual Sistema Internacional”, in Actas del Seminario
Los Derechos Humanos y el Derecho Internacional Humanitario como Base de una Politica Exterior Centroamericana,
San José, Universidad para la Paz (Naciones Unidas), 1999.
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