
COUR INTERNA'FIONALE DE JUSTICE 

AFFAIRE DU DÉTROIT 
DE CORFOU 

INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE 

PLEADINGS, ORAL ARGUMENTS, DOCUMENTS 

THE CORFU 
CHANNEL CASE 



Tous droits résetv6s par la 
Cour internationale de Justice 

Al1 rights reserved by the 
In temationai Court of Justice 



AFFAIRE DU DETROIT DE CORFOU 

THE CORFU CHANNEL CASE 



COUR INTERNATIONALE DE JUSTICE 
- 

DE CORFOU 



INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE 

PLEADINGS, ORAL ARGUMENTS, DOCUMENTS 

THE COFFU 
CHANNEL CASE 



TROZSIÈ'IME PARTIE 

AUTRES DOCUMENTS SOUMIS 

PART III 

OTI-IER DOCUMENTS SUBMITTED 
TO THE COURT 



SECTION 1 

DOCUMXNTS SUBMITTED BY THE GOVERVIfENT 
OF THE T;rNlT-ED KTBGDOM 

A-l3ECORE THE OPENING OF THE HEAMNGS 
.--- 

x, 1)OST-WAR MINE CLEARANCE 
IN EUROPEAN WATERS 

T N I m  m R T i \ l l  RESPOXT RY THE YNTBRNATIONAL CENl'RkL 
( 1s t  OCTOBER, xoqb, TO 30th J m E ,  19471 
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NOTK,-Ckaridefs 1 m à  z aP5i? c m t ~ i d  is t h  hel"s.5 I*tcrim R@o*~, 
Chartlei 3. is mfccined 1s th8 Secoxd .71rrie~&u Repove. 

A geneml dcsçriptiod of the International Organization, which was 
established fo direct and contrai mine-clearance operations in European 
waters, was contained in the fist Interim Keport of the International 
Centrai Board, The first Report d s o  contained chartlets {numbend 
I to 35 dirstrating the various zones and sub-areas into which the 
waters to  be cleared were divrded, and descrihed the p r o p s ç  oi the 
work from its inception up tu the 31st March, 1946. The second 
Xnterim Report covered the period from that date t o  30th Septcrnber, 

I rg46. The present Report covers the period from 1s t  October, rg46, - 

tci 30th June. 1947. The International Central Mine Clearance Board 
intends to issue further Interim Reports ha-yearly on the 30th June 
and 31st December each ycar. 

Change of Policy 

2: Resr~lting from tests cariecl out with batteries of grounct miacs, 
it was found that m i n e  of the plain rnag~etic variety, botli British 
and Grman ,  laid in .the waters of North-Western Europe have a life 
in excess of 31fz years and'rnay pmssibly "live" for 8-12 yem,  l twas  , 
decided that to sweep a11 areas where these mines tvere considered 
to have been dropped by aircmft was a task too formidable for the 
farces avallable, The foUowing pislicy \vas thefifore adapt ed :- 



(a) that shipping should continue to use swept boyed  charnels 
nntil it is consid~red that ail rnincs have bccome irractive due to  age ; 

(Xi)  fht an amml trial swwp of a chosen area be mnducted to 
6nd out when mines become inactive due to age. 

The frst trial sweep waç camed out in May, 1947, over a mal1 
part of an area IO miles N.W. of Terschelling, whme magnctic ground 
mines tvere known to have becn laid in 1944. Seven mines were 
detonated. 

3. During the penod under mview thcre were two serious incidents, 
hoth of \%;hich caused international cconcerir. The "Enri ooccumed on 
the ~ 2 n d  Dctobef, 1946, when two  British desfroyers while un passage 
through the Straits of Gmfu t v e ~  mined, sesuItirig in heavy loss of 
Jifc and severc damage. Subsequent minesweeping revealed that a 
miriefield existed in the Medn Routes 18/32 and 18/34, and these 
routes were therefore caricetlecl. This incident led t o  an exchange 
of diplornatic correspondence between His Majesty's Governent  and 
the People's Rcpublic of Albania. The case \vas bmught befose the 
Secunty Council of the United Nation$ tvho recommended that it 
be taken to the  International Court ~f Justice at The Bague. 

The second incident was caused by sevm weathe~ conditions in 
the North Sea driring February and March, 1947. Navigational 
buoys muking the main coastal route dff Belglm and HoUand, and 
also thuse marking the ways in thc Xattegat and in the Ealtic, were 
rnoved out of position By clrifthg i ~ e  formations. As a result several 
shiys passed through unswcpt water and 11 vessels rvere mined before 
the buoys m l d  be put back in thcir correct positions. 

Casualties çansed by inines between 30th September, 4946, and 
the 30th Jurle, 1947, were 42 merchant ships darnaged or çunk, 18 
fishing maft damaged or sunk and the twa destroyers refemed to 
above. Of aü these casualties, apart from the 11 zcferred to jn the 
foregoing paragraph, 34 are known to have strayecl into unswept 
water. Details of these casualties are listed in Apfiendix I I .  

4. Mincs\veeping in the four mnes had pmgressed satisfactarily, 
cnabling a further 50,000 square miies tci be dedared open for the 
free rnovernent of international shipping. This is iuustrdted in the 
chzrtlets numbered 4 and 5 ,  hcluded as Appendices to this Report, 
depictirig the danger areas existing at the end of September, 1946, 
and at the end of June, 1947. -4" o u t h e  of the ~vofk. in each zone 
for the period covererl by this report iç as ffollows :- 

5. (i) British Sub-area. The British Fleet 1Tinesveepas have accum- 
plished the clearances describcd below :- 

South oof Treimd. The clearance, tvhich c m e n c e d  in March, 
1946, of the extensive deep minefields, has continued satisfact- 



mily and 90 per cent. of the area drevîndy dnngemur is now 
considcsed cEear of mines. 

North Coast of Ireland. The detp p!indields have been cleared 
with tlie exception of a mal1 area tvhere, becauw of strrong 
cvrsents and pinnacle rocks, a ~ o o  pcr cent. check s w e p  cauld 
not be guamntecd. This area was opened to  surface navigation, 
but ha$ been prohibited to fishing until 1952. 

West Coasl of ScoUamd ( B d b  of ~chis). The minefreldç have 
been swept and the area is conddered clear of mines. 

Soetth-Easl oJ Icelmd mrl North nnd South of Zhe Fnrm 7dands. 
Extensive mine-cle&ranm operation< have enablcd the danger 
areas North of tlie Faroes to  be greatly reduced to aZlow passage 
for shippiirg, and the danger arca Soutl-r of the Faro= to he 
çancelied. No further sweeping is intended and danger areas 
are to rernain clnsed to shipping until 1952. 

The B.Y.M.S., I.M.S. and M.L. ~lo tb la ï  carried out influenw 
minesweeping operations over German ground minefields off the North 
coast of France, East coast of England and in tlzc Thames Approach, 
resulhng in a Iiirge proportion of the danger areas being declared open 
t o  shipping. 

Miriesweeping apentions continue off the South coaçt of Irelmd, . 
off the East CO& of Englsnd and in the' Thames E s m .  

(ii) Norwegizn Sub-area. 'Ilie last m$eliy in the Norwegian section 
of the Skagersa-k moored niiltic barrage ~Pdç c lexred in October, ~ 9 4 6 .  
During the first haIf of 1947, a Check sweep over the rvhole section 
was urried out by a farce of ,five "Bangoi" Class Minesaeeprs, five 
Nonvegian Y.M.S.s and one addit ional daplayer. 

One mine was slirept. 
(iii) Danish Sub-area. The sweeping. of the Danish section of the 

Skagerrak barrage was discnntinued on 3. Qctober, zg46, a d  started 
again an the 12th May, 1947. Up tif1 30th Jiine nine Gemtçn "RI" 
class and twelve German "R" class rninesweepers under Danish control 
cleaed mine barriers D.6, Dm, D.20, D ~ I  and -13.43. No mines 
were smpt. Minesweeyilng continues. I 

(iv) Belgian Su%-area. mie 1~8th NL.J!Iici. Flotilla swept a new 
inshore route from Ostend to Zeebrugge and opened an alternative 
ayîproach charnel t o  Ostend. f r m  the mastd route. The existing 
coastd channe1 has been widened. Four Britid minEtfields and one 
Gemm miriefield were cletlwd, including the Ostend Bsnk area. 
No mines were s~vept. Rfkesweeping continues. 

(VI French Sub-area. Clearance of the àeey Gennan minefields in 
the French Zone of the Chsime1 has been completed. In all, zx 
minefields were mept and 13 mines destroyed. Clearance of the 
deep British minefields in the North of Seine Bay has been started 
by the Gerrnan '"BI" class rninesweepers. Up to 30th June rz mine- , 
fields had been svept. 1 

In the Bav of Biscay approach channels to ;Brest, Lorient, St. Nazaire 
and La Pallice have been widened, and local caastal channels established 
ùetweerr these ports. Maintenance acoustic ,smceping has b e n  emied 
out in the Garonne. By these operations p8 mines -were destroyed. 
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(vi) Netherlands Sub-area. M.M.S. and 8 . Y  ,M.S. class mbesweepers 
of thc I-Zoyal Netlic-rlands Navy cIeared four danger areas off the Dutch 
coast. ~videiied the Dutch coastal route and established two new 
charnels to Scheveningen and Ilom'ourg. In all, 43 mines t m c  swept. 
Meantirne, the G e r m  "R" boat5 undet Dntch contml cleared two 
Gesman minefields, accounting for 35 rnoored mines, Moored mine- 
snteeping @ver two. further danger areas producecl ncgative results. 

- (vii) Germa SI&-area. In fhe German sub-*mes, Jearance of t he  
Germa11 mmred mine banicr in, the North Sea \vas continned by 

- ex-Germnn mincstwepers under British control. Four German mine- 
fields and some oId British lays were swept. 

Pc British flotilla cleared three Gerrnm minefields rvest of Cuxhaven 
in October, 1946, and a further t.wo in Juue, 1.7 From mid- 
Novemher until the end of March, severc weather condit~ons prevented 
minesweeping operations k i n g  executed. " 

The approaches 50 the Elbe have been wideiied by the German 
"Ru boat flotillas, aiid in. April ttvo smll operations tvere cmied out 
in cannemon with thc Heliplarid Uemolitions. K.F.l&. from the 
US. Enclave continued operations in the Rotor Sand area nt the 
eutrance to the W m r  and ainong the Fast Frisim 'Islancls. 

(viii) The number of mines reportcd swept or detonated by the 
respective nations in the East Atlantic Zone beheen 1st Octobet, 
1946, and 30th June, 1947, was as follows :- 

Fmces Mines srtiept 
J36tish. . . . : . . . . . . . .  - 757 

. . . . . . . . . . . .  French . , 41 

. . . . . . . . . . . .  Net l-ierlands 78 

. . . . . . . . .  Norwegian. , . I 
. . . . . . .  German ,  . , . , 6 

' 6. (i) During the pcriol under ~ v i m  good progrmi has been made 
in mine clcamnce, esptcially in the It&n area of responsibility, 
dlowing several danger areas tri Le cuicelled and a nmber of others 
to be ~educed in size. With the completion of mine-çletlrance opera; 
tiçins by tlie British mincsweepers * o f f  Tripoli al1 known German, 
Italian and Allied minefieIClç 'dong the North-Aftican coaçt werc 
cqnsidemd to lzave been cleaed. 7'he Medzon Board have met five 
t h c s  at their Heaclquarters in 1bme to consider reports and arrange 
for priority of min~le i t ranw opemtions. 
' (ii) Briüsh Sobarea. Al1 rninesweepii~g commitmenis in the British 
arca of reçponsibrlity have bcen completed. Early in October, 1946, 
the 5th Minestvceping Fiotilla carried out a check- wcep of a danger 
area South of Pantekria with ' a negative resuIt. l3y th! end of 
October , the jth and 8th Minesweeping Flotillas had çornpleted 
cIearance of a section of the remaining miliefields off Tripoli (Lihya). 
During the winter months eight shiys from these flotillas were re- 
formerl into the 2nd Ihcsweeping Flotilla and returned to  cornplete 
the clearance of the remaining ra rnint-fields. This work was cumpleteid 
by May, x947, 46 mines and one conical float being cut from three of 



the fields tvhich had been 1aid by the Gerrnans in rwr. The rgrst 
1 

and 156th B.Y.M.Ç. Flotdias completed pound minesweeping in the 
approaches tu Trieste, as well as sin additional check sweep of an . 

rtrea off Sahwle Point, On completion of these operations early in 
1947, d B.T.bfII$. were returned to t he ,  U.S. Navy for disposal. 

(iii) French Sub-area. A man field off Porta Veçchia {C~rsica) 
was ccleared and chccked and four mines were cut. Off the coasts of 
Çouthern France further check sweeping at a greater depfb than 
previously swept was completed betsvsen Port Vendreç and rade . 
dlI-Iy&res and a total of 72 mines 2nd onè obstrncter urere cut. Ail 
zones of the French Sub-area now considered to be dcar of mines. 

(iv) G n e L  Sub-an& Gieek minesdpers ivhich, during q46. 
had been supplemented by eight Y,M.S.?., were unable ta produce 
the expccted results owing tci numerom bre&do~r.ns of the ships and 
the difficuIty of obtaininlg spare parts for ~ & t s .  However, moored 
mine clearances in the P,woi; and Naxos ama, Melos, Petali Gulf, 
Volos, Trikiri and Skiathos Channels and the Gu1 of Salonika have 
becn carried out. I n  May, operations were commençed on the 
establishment of a channel Erom Lape Sphigmerr'lr, an the Monte Santo 
Peninsula, to Chai Aghizi in the Golf of Ruphani. Up to  30th June 
two mines and one conical Aoat have been cut. Ground minesweeping 
was carried out in the EleusW Bay, VfiIos, Melos, Paros, Naxos, Salamis 
Bay and Gulf of Salonika areas and five mirles were detonated. During 
these operations 169 rnoored mines and 98 obstmtors w r e  çwept. 

(v] Yugoslav Sub-arca. The only report received of progress by 
Y u p t a v  rninesweepers is one cavering, operations tci estabIish a 
one-milewide channel fmm Bakar Bay through the Krk and Temi 
Chxnnels, theme between Rab and Laganj Islands and hetlvecrn Y a g  
and Dolphin Islands through the Maan Channel to join up tvith Medsi 
route xgh  off Vir Island, During tkis o@eration, svhich was carriecl 
out in 1946, a total of 104 mines, 33 obsttuctors aind 21 conical floats 
were slmept as well as seven A(Ç net buoys. 

(vi) Italian Sub-area. n e  Tt alian minesweeping Pore, divided 
into cieight graups, mmpleted .mine cleardnce of the following number 
of rninefields in their respective neas  :- 

fa) 12 miritfields by the 1st M.$+ @oup off the Sicilian c m ,  
cotrering an m a  of r70 square miles ; 

(6) on the West coast of Italy-47 minefidds by- the 2nd, 4th 
and 6th MaS. group ; ! 

(c) on the East c o z t  of Itdy-24 &ineficl& by the 3rd, 5th 
and 8th groups ; I 

( d l  off Sadinia-4 minefields by the 17th B'I-S. p u p .  
1 4 

This work hduded completion of mind clea~ancs off the hee1 of 
Ttaly by the 3rd Minesweeping Gronp and thiç g o u p  was sub,seqziently 
disbanded and the vessek transferred to the $th Minesweeping Graup 
hased on Ancona. 

The nurnber of mines acconntd for in the Mediterranean Zone 
between the 1st: October, 1946, and 30th J ~ n e ,  zg47, by the respective 
national forces, was as f6ll0ws t 

! 





16 OTHER DOCWMEEùT% SUEMI. 4-T ED (u.K) 
(4 Channel fhrough the Danger Arei between IZanin land and 

Kolguev Island ; 
.(f) Minefield at O s t v  Ludky in the white Sea. 

(iii) Baltic Sea 1 
/o/ 2 miuefields Eagt of Eland ~sland!: 
(b) Channel from en@ of Gulf of Finland to Leningrad; 

in the Irbensky Strait; ' 
lannel f r m  Swii~ernimcle to  ZrisHitz ; 

(e) Approach charinel ito Renne Port ;l 
(f) Harbours of port of Gdynia; I 

(p)ChanneltaportofRostock: 1 
- (h) Channel to Wismar Pwt. I 

(iv) Black Sea 
(a) Widening of channeis into the dorts of Odes=, Nikoiaev, 

Feodosia and Nnrrorassisk ; I 

(b)  Establishment of a chairne1 acmss ithe Kerch Strait from the 
Black Sea to the Azov Sea. 

(v) In addition, the following areas wcre /s\oept in rgq6, but opened 
tu navigation in the first half of r g q  :- 

Barents Sea 
1 

Danger Areas from Pechenga Inlet to ~bbbholmç Fjord. 

Baltic Sea 
1 
1 

I (a) The majority of the Danger Are% containhg moored miriw 
in the  Gulf of F i a n d ;  ! 

(hi) Fart of the Danger Areas contaidg moored mines In Danzig 
Bay ; 1 

{c) Danger Areas of non-contact mine? in the Gdynia raadstead, 

Btack Sc!a i 
Part of the Danger -Areas aloiig the Caucasian and Crimean consts 

~ n d  in the Sea af Azov. . I 

(vi) Further, areas North of ~ o m h o d  Island, a h g e  part of 
Danzig Bay and a channe] into Stralsund 1y~1-e opened for navigation 
without s~eeeping on the assumption that Ii'fe of mines in these areas 
had expired. -1 

(vii) The mine~eepcr.~ aliocatcd for rnlnes\veeping in 1947 corn- 
menced mine-clearance operations in the nionths of April ancl May. 
Ln accordance with the plan deçided npon dg the Board for srveeping 
in x947, priority was given t o  the sweepihg of moored rninefields. 
This had been planned for tiva reasons : firstlg, to reduce tlie hmediate 
danger t o  shipping Irom moored mines, an$ secondly, to reduce ü ~ e  
risk in other neiglibouring areas of ships strjkhg floating mines. As 
a result of sweeping during the first six rnanths of 1947, an ,mit of 
4,430 square miles \vas opened t o  navigatio~i. 

(viüj The nnmber of mines accoimted fo? in the areas of national. 
resporrsibilit y of the' Barents, Baltic and BIack Seas Zone between 
1s t  Oçtober, rg46, ailci 30th June, 1947, $aç as follow :- 



(a] U,S.S.R. a r a :  
U,S.S,R, minesmepers swepf . - , z q j  rnoored mines 

20 ground mines. 
76 obstnictors 

Finnish minesrvoepesç swept . . , 156 moored mines 
8 ground mines 

60 'abstmctorç 
In addition, 190 ffoating mines and roo f lmthg obstrüctors were 

clestroyed in this cira2 
( b )  Palish area: 

Polisa minesweepers swept , . 26 momed mines 
T obstructor 

In addition, seven fioaiing mines and two floaiing obstmctars werc 
destroyed. 

(c) Swedish Zea:  
Two Aciating mines md one flaating ohtructor were destroyed. 

cd) TurlUsh area: 
Jn the period 1st October to 3rd December, approximately 

70 floating mines. were destroyed. 
Between 1st Jmuaxy and 30th June, a further 85 Roating mines 

were d~strayed. 

Signed on hehalf of the Centrai Board. 
CR H. D u ~ E ~  (Presinetsi), 

I 

Captain, Royd Navy. 
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FDRCRS A L L O C A ~ D  na. or SEIPS 

German dubarsa under 
British caatrol 

5thG.M.S.F. , , , . 8'M" Clas9 . . . . . Cleating Germztn moased mine- Tt i s~pec2edt~comp~etec learance  
fieId Wcst of Cuxhaven . of moored minefields by thc end 

fih G.1I.S.P. ' . . . . $ 'W CZcm . . . . . Refitting of August, 1g47. Widening and 
12th G.N.S.F. . . . , 7 'MXlass . . . , . rtefitting - impro~ing of the cxistirig chanriels 
1 s t  G.R.R.F, . . . . 8 "R' boats . . . . . Wideniug mstal c h a n d  throiigh mapct ic  rnirieficlds wîll 3 
t3th G+R.B,F. . , , , I I  'R' boa- . . . . . Refitting continue as long as farces are . X 
Sperrbmherç , , . . Minerva . . , . . . Wideuing coas£hI channd available. M M 

BORCKS f iUOCA'IEQ NO. OF S~TTFS 

British Sub-erea 

French bubsrea - 
5tli Bl[ineswee$ing ci 

%! 
G~OUP- w 

J 3rd Div. . . . . . 5 Y.n.I.5. . . . . . . Chetk çuaeeping of de- mine- 1.t is expected that al1 milicsweeping 
heIds between Toulon and Mar- will be complcted by rst Octriber, 

e h  k1.L Div, .  , . 3S.c~ .  Bcrats-. . . . seilles 1947. . 

Greek Subarea 
S F  . , , 5 C.Y.hT.S. . . . . . Clearance of minefielda in th r7&ry mteflsive mirieri areas st i l1 to 
~ 8 t h  M.S.M.L.1:. . . . 6 M.L.S. Trikeri and Skiathris area - be cieared in the Egcan and on 
Danlayers . . . . . 4 31.hZ.S. W. coast. 



I I I  





(a) BARENTS, BALTIO AND BLACK SEAS ZOlYE 30. 6,47 

BARENTS SEA 
gdybl . . . . . . . . .  8 Mine sweepers . . . . . . . a .  

BAZTLC iSEA . . . . . . . . . . .  Soviet 40 Mine s m w e n  . . . . . . . . .  
3.4 3 r . h .  

21 Mine sweapers . . m . . . . . .  
26  hZ.Ls. 

Clearance of minefields in the f o l l h g  
areas :-Area S-NE of Rypachi Penin- 
sula. 5' 

Swinemund-Zaçnita Channel ana Saufh- 
E 
s' 

East part of Baltic Sea. a 
9 

rG 

Wdern  p r t  af the Gnli af F î n h d .  Z z 
CR 

Eastern part of the GaH of FiJiland. M -- 

Saadhamrneren to Wray 32. 1 
4 

Pattsigsky Inlet and appr~sches tw Vkdis- Pl 
lavor PO* 'd 

Approarhes to the Po& qf the Gulf of 3 
Finland. iid 

V 

BLACK 3EA . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . .  l o i e t  26 Mine sweeprstç . Approaches t o  Sevastopol and in the lCerch 
67 M L s ,  Straits. 
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snw AND T D ~ A C E  

British P B X B G R ~  (890 
tuns] 

Xonvcgian TITANTAN (4,880 
tons) 

Çwedish AWXA (2,078 
tons) 

British T m  VICEROP (QOO 

tons) 

Dauish fishing vesnei 
NEFTVN 

Danish TVE~TRAI.~.~  16,358 
bas) 

Danish fishhg vesse1 ESTER 
Rnssian fishing vessd 

~ Q Z J ~ R X  AYA 

G m n  cutter LABQE 2 0  
(260 tons) 

D a i s h  M.V. PARKESTON 
(2,762 tons) 

Rrîtish tfawlrrler ÇVJ (rm 
tons) 

Italian schooner Cuorls D i  
GESU 

D&h M.V. ROTA (99 tond 
French tanker S . 4 l ~ T - Y f r ~ 5  

(1,642 tons) 
h'arwegian BKSTEM (2,215 

tom) 
Norwegmn M.S. RAVMASS 
(5,600 tons) 

GENERAI. LOCUTV 

OiTTerschelI~ng. . . . . , . 

North sea. . . . . . . . . 
Smth Sweden , . . . . . . 

West Feheldc River . . . - 
ICatf cgat . . . . . . . . . 
G m t  Bclt . . . . . . . 

Soutli Çweden . . . . . . . 
lierch Straits . , . . , . . 
IGef Bay . . , . . . . . - 

Off E s b j q  . . . . . . . . 
NosthSca. - . . . . . - , 

Off Leghorn , . . . . . . . 
Kattegat . . . , . . . . , 
Off La Failice . - . . . . . 

River Ems approacfi . . . . 

North Sea. . . . . . . . . 

FATE 
Damagd . . . 

Damaged . . . 
Sunk . . . . 
Snnk . . . . 

Damaged . . . 

Dmaged . . . 

Sank . . , . 
Swk . , . . 

Snnk . . . . 

Damaged . . . 

Sunk . . . . 

Snnk . . . . 
Sunk . . . . 
Sunk , . . . 
Darnnged . . , 

Damageed . , . 

RmIA RKÇ 

Outside d e p t  chamel. 

In clcar -ii.atw. 

Outside swçpt c h ~ d .  

IP denr \vater. 

Fishing in ~liswept water. 

Iti swept charnel. 

Qutçide swept charnel. 
I n  mincfreld. 

Outçidc swept ch arrneE. 

In swopt chmer. 

Fsohbly mine in trawl. 

Nu dekails amilable. 

Outside smbept channel. 
tn  swept chanael. 

Outside swept clmuneI. 

Outside swept chamel. 





SWIY AN13 TONNAGE 

Saviet tng . . . , . . 
G e m n  motor boat . . . 
Soviet barge . + . . . 
Soviet fiçhtng scllooner 
Soviet bargc . - . . . 
%%<et &TAI . . . . . 
Sovict M m .  . . . . . 
Daaish cnaster BP~GTTTE 

(49 tnfis) 
Soviet txnkcr >[ARS , . . 
Soviet barge . . . . . 
PoIish motor boat . . , 
Soviet barge . , . . , 
Soviet barge . . . . . 
Sovict barge . , . . . 
Soviet barga . , . . . 
Dnnish fisliing boat F.N. 2 6  

-BIHTWJ! 
ïtalian M.F.Y. U m m  
Soviet tanker ICREML 
Soviet bargc . + , . . 
Soviet fishing boat . . . 
Ceman fishing vesse1 
STRANDE 5 

CENRRIL LOCALITY 

Iioertigsbcrg Clhame1 . . . . 
Stettin Bay . . . . . . . 
Jfhen~ky Strait . . . . . - 
Bhcli Çea.  . . - . , . . 
Stettrn Chaiinel . . . . . . 
Xrbensky Sttait . . . . . . 
K o l k q  . . . . 4 . . . 
Kattegat . , . . . . + . 
Baltic . . . . . . , . 
Rlmck 5ca . . . . , . . . 
Gdynia - . . . . . . , 

Baltic 5ea . . . . . - - 
Baltic Sea- . . . . . . . 
Baltic Sea . . . , . . . 
Baltic Sca . . . . . . . 
East of t h e  Skaw . . . , , 

South-Weçt Coast of Satdinia . 
BIack Sea . . . . . . . . 
M t f c  Sea . . . . : . . 
Black Sea . . . . . . , . . 
Kicl Bay . . . . a a , -. 

FATE 

Snnk . , . . 
Sunk , . . 
Sunk . , . . 
Damaged . . . 
Sunk . . . . 
iSaniaged . . . 
Sunk . . . , 
Sunk . . . . 
Snnk . . .' . 
Su& . . . . 
Sunk . . . . 
Damageci . . . 
Damaged . . . 
Damaged , . . 
Damapcd . , . 
Damaged . . . 

Sunk . . . . 
Damagcd. . . 
S i i i i k . . . ,  
Sodk . . . . 
Sunk , . . . 

REMARKS 

Outside supept channel. 
In minsd arm. 
Ontside snrept chmnol. 
Ontvide swept channel. 
Outçide swrept channel. 
Flmtiq mine in channcl. 
Outside swept chaiineL 8 
Outside wept  watw. i3 

W b  

Oubide sivept channel. 0 
Ontsicle swept channd, 0 

C 
Probably oiitsidc swcpt chmel .  
Ontside swept channel. Z 
~uts idc  w c p t  dannid.  2 
Outside swept channel. m C 
Outside mept cliannel. w z 
Ouhide ç w p t  channet. =i 

Fishing in unsivept watw- 
2 u 

Floating mine in cliannel. ih c: 
Ou tsidc swept channet. 
Outside srircpt cl'iatinel. 

+ 
V 
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a. AFPTDAWT BY KAREL KUVACIC, FORMER LIEUTENANT- 
COMMANDER IN THE YUGOSLAV NAVY 

In jhe matter of ihe Corfzl ChwxeJ CRSB befoye tthe Idernatioïzd C o W  
of J~s i icc .  

1, Kmel Komcic, of eq. Emperor7s Gate, 'London, S.??'. 7, at present 
of no occupation, formerly lieutenant-commander in the YugoçIav 
Navy, make oath and say as follows :- 

T >vas bçim in Ljubljana on JO July, 19~4, and entered the Dubrovnik 
N a t d  Academy o n  r Octùber, 1933, after studying at the Gymnasium 
in Ljubljana. I w w  promoteà to sub-lieutenant on 28 jrine, 1936, 
ancl my hrst commission was as duty officer on the destroyer h b ~ o v n i k .  
Later 1 semd as instnictor in se.amanship courses for petty ofiçers 
and remlits at Sibcnik @ring-autumn 1937)~ . From autumn 1937 
t o  winter 193 I was first lieutenant and staff officer of, the Motnr 9F Torpedo Boat latilla under oommand of Çaptain Ivan Kern. Fiom 
Decemhcr 1933 until the kginning of tthe war bbettveen Gemany and 
Yugoslâvia 1 served at the Petty Oficers' Engineering Çchoolat Ktimbor, 
Gu11 of Kotor. In April rg@ 1 was appointed navigating ofhoer of 
the minerayer Jastreb, which laid mines at the entrancc t o  the Gulf 
of Kotor. On saveral days 1 performed the same duty on minelayen 
of the Mxjan Class, of which there were then eiglit . [The two ships Mje i  
and Jteljiwa, mentiuned beIow, are of this dass,) After the capitula- 
tion of Yugodavia (18 'April, r94r). I escaped from the Gulf of Kotor 
and managea to reach Ljubljana. X was srrested by the Italian police 
an ag Pehruary, 1942, and sent To a concentration camp, ai Gonaps, near 
Udine. 1 escnped and \vas recaphired in June rgqa, In Nsvember 
r942 I was moved ts a camp at Chiesanova, near Padua. 1 escaped 
on 3 September, 1943, dter the camp had been ocçi~pied by the Germans. 
I passed the GermanjALIied lines on 16 Novmber, 1943, and reached 
New Z d a s i d  units near the  village of Qiiadri, on the River S a n p .  
I was sent to Bari, where 1 joined tlie RoyaE Yugoslav Navy. 1: waç 
then sent to Taranto and Malta. 

2. Tn Malta 1: was promotcd lieutenant-commander on x q  Marçh, 1944- 
(1 had been promoted lieutenant on 28 J'iine, 1939.) Zn Malta 1 servecl 
ris captain of the totpedo boat T I and as instructor in resewe naval 
officers' coriwe and ratiags' courses, and I completed the Rritiçli tor- 
pedo and operational radar courses. IVhiIe I was still captain of the 
S I, t h  s h p  \vas attached (June 1945) to the Royal Kavy's 8th Mine- 
sweeping a;'lotilla and acted as fast mitrker for rnines\veepitlg operations 
amund Malta. I studied tlie British mineçu.eepiag manuals in pre- 
paration for this work and was present at a11 operational conferences. 
3. At the end of thc mar I deWded ta retnrn tr? yugoslai7ia and 

w reached Sibenik gn the rninelayer O m o  un r8 August, 1945, Bettveen 
6 September and r5 Notrembcr, ~945, 1 set'ued as navigator ançl mine- 
sweeying offiter in i ~ r a o  for mines~veeping operations in the Northern 
Adriatic in waters near Einme (Rijeka) and Bakar. 1 was alsa in cllarge 
of a Gernian lieu tenant-commander atid bvo Grman petty-officer 
prisoners, minelaying and rninesweepin s cialist.;, lvho bard volun- 
teered to show where mines had been 7 ai .cr and how to use Grman 



gear for sweeping magnetic and amustic mines. 1 do not rememher 
the Ceman aacer's nme, but he was a former Merchant Marine c a p  
tain and river pilot an the River Elbe. Al1 three mrnaining mine- 
laym of the Marjan class which had suxirvived the war (Marjan, MLjst 
and Meiii+ae), together with 0740 and about 8 ex-ltalian wooden motor 
fishing boats, forrned a minesweeping flotilla wrvorking in the Northern 
Adriatic. 

4. On 15 Novembr, Ig45,r was tmnçferred t o  the corvette P ~ ~ t ; t ~ a . ~ k a  
(ex ATada, and formerly H,M.S, Mnllm) in Sibenik as instructor in t 

navigation for partisan officefi (that is, men w-118 had becorne officers 
of the partisan navy in $var tirne, but ivhe hacl no naval technical quali- 
fications) and as instructor for radar and as& operators. In RTarch 
I ~ B  1 was tr;insferrcd to Sibenik naval base, in charge of the Signals 
Workshop a d  Stores, wherc 1 remained untd February 1947. In 
Febrtray ~ 9 4 7  T was tmnsfesred te Dubrovnilr as instmctor in electro- 
technics and radio-electronic aids to  navigation at the Naval Awdemy, 
On October 6, 1947, 1 came to England. 

5. In the earlp niorning of Wednesday 16 or Tliursday 17 Octokr, 
1946, there arived at the Mandalina naval base, Sibenik, thme naval 
ships : V f s  (formerl y t h e  water carrier Sz'tfla'ca , base ship of the Yugo- 1 slav minesrveeping flotilla, and twa units O the same flotilla, ML$ 4 

and ~Metjiwe, From t a l b g  with members of the c m  1 learned that 
these ships had corne £rom the Nortliern Adriatic. Ail three ships 
required certain repairs to their W f l  sets and winrlg of suppiy cablev 
for the sets. These were to be undertaken by my staff from the Signals 
'LTrorkshops and Stores, 1 am certain that the day on wliic11 the  ships 
arrived was either IWednesday or Thursday because 1 estimated that 
the work would take at least tl~ree days and might involve my staff 
working on Satnrday after8nun. On ~a'rurday it  \vas usual for the 
Sipals Workshop staff t o  finish work at 1300 and on weekdays at r6o0. 

6. Every morning 1 passed by the quay on my way f r m  breakfast 
{ri the mess ta m y  office. 1 first saw the ships at about 0730. I \$;as 
told that they had arrived a few houïs earlier. Vis was lving dong- 
side Hvar, the headquarters ship of the Yugoslav Eleet command, 
and MIjef and Meljbae wel-e stem to the quay immediately to the  soutii. 
During the rnorning 1 received orders from HQ Fleet Command t o  start 
the Mi fl repairs at  once and to complete work as sSaon as possible. Na 
specific time \vas 6seà for completion. Work on Pis began the s m e  
day and was carriecl out by Yero Opatsak, a ted~nici&n on my staff, 
Nidshipman Xeric, a h  of my staff, began work on Mi361 and -%f~kjifle 
at 0700 the next morning, Thursday 17 or Fsiday rG October. 

7. Just before noon an the ~7th os r8th 1 received twa telephone 
cails, One from the Signals Officer of Fleet Gmmrtnd, Sul>-Lieutenant , 
Skracic, and the other from the Chief of Staff, Fleet Corninand, Com- 
mander Viktor Kohol. These caLIs werc to say that- work muçt be 
finished ternpmily  and at once, and the W/T opentors must be irnrne. 
cliateEy instruçted how to  accommodate tIiemselves to  the temporary 
adjustments already made. The WJT apparatus would have bem good 
enaugb to  enable instructions to be received en route. Permanent 
repairs w r e  to he postponed, K k c ,  wlio had been working on Mljd 
and ?Melji~~, rehrned tù  the Signalç Workshop at about rgoo and told a 



me that he had finished the work temporarily and that the ships had 
already left the Uvda Sveti Pelar (St. Peter's Cove} Mandaline 
Naval Base. My staff were pleased a% this news, onc of them rernrtrking : 
"Thank God, we don't have tci imrk on Saturday," 

8. That aftemoon (17 or rS Dctober) at r6x5 I hoarded as umaI a 
motor huncii at the maIl quay at the head af the tlvala Fornaza 
(Fornaza Cove), Sibenik. This quay is near to the Naval Sjgnals 
hkrkshops. 1 proceeded in the motor launch to Sibenik town. (1 spent 
every niglit in Sibenik.) 'CVhen the launch reached a point about rûo 
metres begond Kulina Point at the tip of Manddina Poluot~k 
(Mandalina Peninsula) 1 saw the two ships Mijei and Mdjine in 
Panikovac Cove, abeut Sm met-res t o  the west. I am osikive fhat art f this distance, with sun about 30 degrees to the left, I cou d easily see the 
mines and the rails and distinpkh the round contact mines from aval 
mqnetic mines. - 

g. The two ships were pa~tly loaded dith mines. There were a h u t  
20 &es in eaçh, mostly contact moored mines, with horns, global in 
shape, T h e  mines 1 saw were about 1-4. meters dimeter and they were 
undoubtediy'the German Y type mines. 1 know they could not be 
British mines as no stocks of British rnoored mines were 2eft in Yugo- 
slavia and there rvere, 1 knuwP large stocks of German Y type mines 
in store at Fiume, Bakar, Sibenik and Boka Katorska. Fholographs 
of the mines swept in the Corfu Channel are of a type of mine exactly 
similar to those ivhich I saw being loaded on the Afljet  and Mekjz"nc at 
Sibenik on the 17/18 Qctober. I notice in two of the photographs tha t  
the swastika sign is ronghly marked on the mine casing of one of the 
mines recavered. This was cornmon practice in Yuguslavia. arnongst 
the sailors to mark wlth swastikas material which they knew to be of 
Geman origin. There were men in the ihips and on the s m d  quay 
in the cave at the entrance t o  a tunnel tvhere 1 knew mines were storecl. 
I QW one mine loacled on to each ship by means of t he  ship's derrick. 
In view of the bright surishine I cannot say preciçely the cober of the 
mines, bnt from the glitter on them I h e w  that they rvere newEy painted. 
.mie rails for launchirig mines were viçible on the ininelayers. 

ro. My interest was roused particularly by the fact that Ihe mines 
hacl contact-firing horm btted, and because 1 knew that the mine- 
Imnehing rails had previozisly been removed and the ships used as 
miaesweepers in Northern Adriatic and Sibenik waters. The 6 1 s  had 
not been f i t t d  when last X had seen the ships st 0 9 0  that rnorning. 
1 knew that there were fitting screws in the de&, and the r d s  could 
have been fitted on Fsotll lihips in about an l~our. 
II. The same evening at about 1830 white sitting on a e  temace 

of a psivate home in Sibenik t o m  E saw the t~vo  minelayerç again, 
They were stiLl in Panikovac Cove, a distance of a b u t  I kirneter away 
from me. I observecl that they wese fully lloaded with mines, and as . 

1 knew that each ship could carry from 40 to 45, I estimated that together 
they mre carsfing 80 to  go mines. 

12. On viçiting the HQ ship Hvm at about p8oo the next morning, 
1 learned that the tvo ships 11IZjet and Meljiqe had left Sibenik during 
the night, 1 confimied by persona1 observation that they were no longer 
present. 

a 3  



34 OTHER DOCUMENTS SiTBMIlTED (u.E.)' 
rg. On the evening of 22 Octobe~ I listened in, as usud, to  the B.B.C. 

broadcasts in Serbo-Croat, Enghsh, German and Italian, and heard 
the announcement of the mining of two British destroyers in the Lorfir 
Charinel. My imrridiate reacticln was to connect this disaster with the 
hasty departute of Mljet and MsEjine and the mines 1 had seen in them- . 
14. Later the same eveniiig 1 thought oves the problern of who could 

have Laid the mines. From conversation with feiiow-officers 1 knew 
that the Albanians had no minelayers or personnel trained in laying 
mines, To the best of my IrnowLedge, only the foliawing ships in the 
Y ugoslav Navy were qilipped for minelaying : 

Omo (now cdled P i o ~ i d ,  primarily bu;jlt as a rninesweeper but: 
equipped with launching rails for minelaying ; 

J Marjan class ships {Marjm, ~ W j e 1  and I M d j i ~ e ] ,  which could be 
used as both minesweepers and rninelayas ; 

Torpedo Boat T r, which codd carry only 4 mines, and then oniy 
after depth cha~gc slips, fitted by the  British in Malta, had been remaved ; 

MTBs Dimi-a and Kqrjrmakcala~, whiçh puld carry and lay mly z 
mines each ; 

Severai smaU launches without populsioh and therefore unable to , 
. saii exçept whm to~ved. 

O m o  and ~Wwja#z, to  the best of my lmowledge, were in the Norfhsrn 
Adrintic at either Fiurneor Baka. Erten if I Iiad not seen thgmines 
being loaded in Panikovac Cove, 1 should therefore have been driven 
to conclude that tlie two sl~ips Mijet ana Meljint! liad probably been 

1 
responçihle fos laying the mines. 
. 15. MIjd and MeEjim re tmed to Sibenik about four days after 
the .B,B.Ç. announcement. 1 did not X e  thern arrive and believe 
theycameduringthenight. f sa\vthemArstonthemorningafter 
,their arriva1 tvhm 1 was visiting khe Rmr. The minelaying rails 
.wre  certainly sti11 in position on one ship, agid May have been on 
the other, but there weTe no mines on either ship. 

6 In conversation a t  a private party that evenkg or the next 
day, the engineer aficer ~f onc of the two minelayers '(Sub-Lieutenant 
D r a p  Blazevic) told me that after leaving Sibenik the ships sailed 
for Boka Kotorska (Gulf of Kotor) to refuel, .and subsequently 
sailed again from Boka Kotorska for what hhe described as '"an 
important dut$'., (To refuel at Boka Katorska would be quite nomd.  
There is a maintenance station there and the operation would take 

' about z honrs. I questioned Blazevic about tlie nature of tlils irn- 
portant duty, i ut he dechnecl to  tell me. 

17. On the rnorning after the party an oacer, who had also attended 
tke party, and who was a frjend of 13Eazeviç, told me in confidence 

I tha t  the  engin- officer 1iad said to him that the two ships had b e n  - layiug mines in Albaniaa waters, As 1 h e w  that tlie çruising speed 
lmded of these minelayers iç 6 knots, 1 h e w  that they could have 
reached the Corfu Channel and-lald the mines before zz October. 
The distance. fiom Sibenik to Sarmda by Boka Kotorska is nrit more 
than 350 miles, for which two and a h d f  days' sailing would suffice. 

, 

~ 8 .  With regard to the mines in store ai Panikovac Cove, Sihenik, . 

1 beliwe thak stores ivere left there by the Gemanç when tiiey with- 



drew at the end of 1944. Stocks' were increa.se.d during 1945-xp+7 
by the h n s f e r  of mines ' h m  Fiume and Bakar* where large numbers 
liacl b e n  left by the Gemms. In articular, a dump of about 2,aoo 
mines had been left near Fiume ($ijeka) railway station. and aiter 
an explosion n a b y  had s h o m  t h e  danger af leaving this store in 
the heart of the town, about x,ooo of these mines were transferred 
t o  Bakar in 1945, When 1 wàs in Ra& in 1945 1 saiv es-German 
barges leaving the port, towed by tagç, and cwrying from 50 ta 100 
mines each. In conversation with crews of the tugs I learnecl that 
these mines werc being sent te Sibenilc and the Gulf of Kotor. When 
T was at Sibenik iri 1947 1 often saw sucl? barges together witli the  
tug R x, theri known hp the name Jaki,  sometimes at Mandalina 
N a d  Base md sometimes in Panikovac Cove, The barges, ~vhiçlz 
1 believe to  lia%-c been forrnerly Germari SIebel ferries, carried mines, 
scrap metal, çpxrc parts for motor trucks, cans of petrol and l~arbour 
obstruction gear. 
19. The iines '%" to "53" and "'R'tto "C" on t h e  attached map 

markcd "2" indicate the route whkh the ships wodd most Jikely 
f oll ow hum Sibenik-Boka Kotorska-Cerfu CI-iannel. 1 am very 
famiIiar with this route. 

(Siped) K AREL XDVACIC. 
Sworn nE Whitehall in 
the County a i  London 

tkis fourth day of October, 
one thausand, nine hundred and 

fcirty-eight. 
Before me: 

(Sigpad} [hUeglble], 
Commissimer ior Oatils, 

12, W~itehall, London, S.W. 1. 

CHART SHOWING ROUTE PROBAELY FOT.i-û\VITD 'BY THE TrESSELS 
GOTKG PROIE STBENEIC. TO BOXA XOTOHSXA AND T 6  CORFU Ç H A N m E  

3. COPy QI? -4 NOTE FROhl: TITE MINISTRE* FOR 1:OREIGN 
AFFAIRS OF GREECE TO THE BRITISH EMBASSY IN ATHEHS 

Knistkre raya1 
des Affaires étmng&rer;. 

No. 42473. 
N O T E  

The Royal Hellenic Jlinisw @ Foreign AffaiLs ptlseilt th& compli- 
ments t o  Hi5 Britannic Majesty's Embassy and have the honour to 



state tkat the  Hoyd HeUenic Govanment having been notifieci befbre 
hand in 1946 of the intention of His Brifannic Majesry's Governrnent 
t o  sweep the Corfu Channel of the miries which had been laid there, 
gave t h e k  full approval to this prop-1. 

The Royal Hellenic Ninlstrjr for Foreign Affairs avail themelues of 
th is qqmrtunity t o  renew to  His Britannic Majesty's Embassy the 
assura.nce of their highest consideration. 
British Embassy. 
Athens. 

4. AYFïl3AVI'T BE' COMMANDER SWORDER REGAaCDING' 
J41NES\TTEEPDTG IN THE CORFU CL4ESNEL LU OCTUBER rg44, 

JANUAR17 AND FEBRUARY- 1945 

IN the miter of the Corf.~t Chmfzat casa b e f m  $71~ Iatematio-ptd Cuwt 
of Jusiiw. 
1, Commander Edward Robert Denys ' Snrorder, O.B.E.. D,S.C., 

a Commander in the Royd Naval VoIunteer Reserve, make oath and 
say as IoUows :- 

r. 1 was a minesmeping officer in the Mediterranean frum the 
8th November, 1942, to the 1st June, 1946, and h m  the 26th October. 
1943, to the rsl June, r946,I \vas on the staff of the Allied Naval Com- 
mander-in-Cbicf, Jlediterrmean. In October, 1 9 ~ ~  1 \vas the Staff 
Mineswecping Officer, and respoasible to the  Cornmander-in-Chief for 
the sweeping of safe channels tlirougli minefieids, and for reçommending 
these channels safe for navigation for Allied stiippiilg. . 

2 ,  1 attach the relevant extracts korn Adrnitalty Confidential Book 
No. 4031 wliich Iays d o m  the procedure t o  be followed in fomarding 
minesweeping reports. I t  wiU bc seen that, nrllen negative sesults are 
abtained in a sweep, Minesweeping Report No. r js rendered, and that 
this report i s  stnt anly to the authority ordering the operation and not 
t o  any highe~ authority. The iirst telegram in h n e x  27 of the United 
ICingdom RepEy is of this characte1 and it is a pure accident that this 
was picked up by the Admirnlty wirelcss, Other reports of a similar 
character wouId no doubt have been destroyed when routes 18/32 and 
18/34 werc declared safe, no purpose would have been semed by 
keeping them. 

3. On the other hand, upon cornpletion of a minesweeping Operation 
when mines had k e n  encountered, a detailed report known as Mine- 
sweeping Report No. z was fonvarded by the, Senior OKwr of the Mine- 
sweeping Flotllla concerned to the Ailied Naval Commander-in-Chief. 
This report: and the tracing mete carefully esamhed by rriysclf as Çtaf£ 
hinesweqing ORcer, the Fleet Torpedo Offiçer and the Fleet Navi- 
gating Oficer. If we al1 three were satisfied that the channel had been 
p p e r l y  swept. a message (such as a Q.8.L. was broadcast: to Ailied 
çlupping that it was a safe route. Thc prefix B.B.C. irTas used to denate 
a swept channel in the Eastern section of the Mediterranean Station. 
An example of the use of this report is frrund on pages IIJ-II? k f  the 

1 Sm Vol. T, pp, r6r-167. 
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United Kingdom Mernorial, ,it having been usd ,  acccirding tu instruc- 
tions, rvhen mines were swept on the 13th November, 1946. 

4. On t h e  7th November, IW, when a safe route through the North 
h r f a  Channel \vas declared as Q.B.C. 925 there were also rz4 othes 
swept channels already yl use. Tliese 124 channels had been swept by 
Alliecl rnineswepers and during tliis rninestveeping the y ha8 swept 
4,732 mines. I t  codd be said, therefore, that the mineçweepers at 
this stage of the war had had considerable experieace of establiçhing 
swept chmels .  For i n d a c e ,  the B.Y .M.'S. of the 153rd Minesweeping 
Flotilla, before sweeping the North Corfu Cliannel between the 10th and 
15th October, 1944~ wl~ere no mines mere found, had drrring the previous 
four wwks established swept çhanaels further north through the Splitska 
Channel, the Hvav Channel, and Korcula Channel and the Scedro 
Channd, During these operations, which çommenccd on the 20th 
Sc.ptember and cmpleted on the 8th fictoher, 194, 1j6 mines were 
swept. The actual area swe t by the r53rcl Mhesweephg IilotiUa 
betwecn the 12th and 15th &tober, ~gqq.  is shotvn on the aitached 
chart let, 

5. The Senior OEcer of this FZotilla, Lieutenant Commander 
F, R. Calis, R.N.R,, is n d  availahle to give a yersonal testirnony of 
the efficient work of his flotilla. On the 17th Octaber he prmeded 
socinthwards wifh his flotilla to SI~YEEP a ch;uinel tbrough the Narrows 
betrveen the Gnlf of Patras and the Gulf of Corintli wliere he and hJs 
ship mtere lost. But there can he no possible daufit that the sweeping 
of t h e  North Cbrfu t h ~ n n e l  by t h e  rgyd  Minesweeping Flotilla \vas 
efficiently camied out. 

6. When the Airicc1 N a ~ d  Commander-in-Cliief, Mediterranean, 
received the messa. e on the 7th Novembes, rgw (in Aiincx 27 of the 
United Ringdom from the Flag Mficer of the area in which 
the Corfu Channel was srtuated, he 11ad no hesitation in ~sinig this route 
for hilis destroyers and other ships. 
7. During Jannary and F e b r u q )  1945, 33.Y.M.S. of the r p n d  

FlotilIa and Motor Launches of the 24th Motor Launch B7;lotiUa werc 
based at Corfu and periodically searclied the Channel, but no mines 
were found. N a  record of the sweepings carried out by üiese ffotillns 
cm be traced and, for tiw mson giwn in paragraph 2 hereof, it is 
unIiicely thxt they rvill be traced. 

8. By Febmary, ~945, the  AIlies had advmced to the northern part 
af the Adriatic. There mere ne U-boats left in the Mediterraneau 
capable of Iaying these mines ; the Allies were rnaçterç of the air and 
in any  case the German Y type mine c m o t  be laid by aircraft. It 
muld therefore be impossible for any mines t o  have been laid by the 
enemy in t l t e  North Carfu Channel after Febmary, rg45. 

(Sipcd) E, R. D. SWORDER, 
Swom at Whitelidl 

in the County of hndrin 
this 22nd day ef October, 

nineteen hundred and forty-eight. 
Reforei mc : 

(Sigwd) F. R. Grwrs, 
A Csmmissioncr for Oaths. 



WAR-TIME ~ ' S m t U C T I O N B  ON THE PORWAR13ING OF 
MINXSWEEPING REPORTS 

~Wi~szeietfii~g Rafiort No, r. 
Minesweeping Report No. r is to be 'rende& on completion of routine 

search of as establislied charnel or an exploratory sea~ch of a chamel or 1 

area, provided that no rnoosed or ground mines have been encountered. 
Mines~veeping. Report No, r shodd be rendered in origind on1 y to thc 
Aut hori ty ordering the operatioa. 
Mincswqbi~g R@rt No. 2. 

~ i n e m b e ~ i n ~  Report No. 2 is t o  be rendaed on completion of any 
minesweeping operation when mines have been encomtered, Mine- 
weeying Report Wo: z t~ be renclered in triplicate (training original 
only) to the offrcer ordering the operation, on completion of any mine- 
sweeping operation when moored mines have heen encountered. The 
original shauld be forwardecl to the Admlralty as soon as - possible. 
Concerning gsound mines this report is only required after a definite 
clearance operation has been orderd 
M.imsrnea$i~~g Report No. 3. 

This report i s  requircd in original onIy hy vfisels' finding drifting 
mines during war. M h m ~ e p i n g  Report No, 3 should be rendered 
ta the officer ordering the operatirin. 
Miatesw&$i$zg Repovt +No, 4. 

This report is Eo be ~ & d e ~ d  In triplicate by sweepers enconntering 
moored mines. When sarçlzing forces discovcr a minefield this report 
is to be lorwarded to  amplify itemç of Minestme rng Report No. 2 for t a typical mine, This latter report is also to e fonvarded. Mine- 
sweeping Report No. 4 sliould be rendercd as for fifinesweeping Report 
No, 2. 
Mimw+'sg RojborL ATO. 5. 

Minesweephg Report Ne, 5 is to be rendered whenever a graund 
mine Ls swept. 
M a ' m s w c ~ ~ G ~  R@wi No. 6, 

Minesweeping Report No. 6 is to be rendcred by the senior ofEcer 
ai the rnincsweepers conçerned to the Authority ordering the opration, 
rvhen encountering enemy, anti-sweeping devices and o b s l m c t o ~ ~  
This Autharity \vil1 fornard the report t o  .the Admi~alty. 

1 certify &at this is a tnie copy of the relevant 
.text relating to minesnreeping reports in 
ChapZer ro of C.B. 403s issued by the Adrnir- 
alty in January, 1943. 



5. AFFIDAYIT l3Y D, G .  JACOBS, FTRST LIELTENANT OF 
B.Y .Mas, zoo9 OF 153rd MINESWEEPING FXOTILLA, 

IN UCTO'BER 1944 

Ta the w&tw uf the Çm/zt ChrasawI case &fore the Ifiter~nltoml Coart 
of Jz~stici., 

1, D&nond George Jacob, of gr The Towers, G m d  Avenue, 
S u s s ~ ~ ,  make oath and say as follows :- 

During the Second tVorld M'sr I rvas a lieutenant in the Royd Naval 
Volunteer Reserve. 3n October 1944 1 w a s  First-Lieutenant of Hiç 
Majesty 's Ship B.Y.M.S. 2009 of the 15yd Afinesweeping Flotilla, 

On the 11th October, rwl we comeilced tr) sweep the old Geman 
route thrciugh tlie North Corfu Channel. D m h o y s  svere laid to mark 
the extent of sweyt water and avecping contintied on the next day in 
the channel opposite the Bay of Saranda as far south as Denta hirit. 
This operation culminated in a cfieck srveep with double Osopesa çcveeps, 
i.e. a ciitting swap on both sides of the ship, 
On the mornin of the x j t l i  Oçtober B.Y,M.S, 2oog proceeded to 

m e p  the Coifri khanne1 soutiiwards h m  Denta Point ; I rernember 
the date because it \vas Friday t h e  13th a d  some of my crew were 
superstitious. B.Y.M.S. 2077 ~arr ied  out  an independent search ta 
westward ef the Channel in order to detemine its extent, During this 
apration die cut mines north of Ruchetta Rock, i.e. jirst outside the 
German channel. I have since studied çhatts of the known minefields 
in this a e a  and I consider t l ~ a t  these mines were probably part of 
Q,B.Y. 539. Sxveeping was cenlinued southwards to Corfu and was 
cornple~ed on t h e  15th Octaber. 

From this time oriwards this channel was tb my persona1 kûo~dedge 
constantly iised by Allied shippins i n c l u b g  rny own ship on twa  
occasiuris, once a t  the end of October 1944 and again in January rw5. 

Swom at 40 Carey Street 
in the Gaunty of London 

this twentv-second day of Oc tober 
nineteen-hirndred and fo@-eight. 

Befure me : 
(Si*) NEADOWS MAETIREAU, 

A Comrnissioner for Qathç, 



Ia thc matter of ljJEe C O P ~ K  Claamel msa bejore tlze JrahwtiowE C026rt 
of Justice. 

1, Commander Ed~vard Robert Denys Sworder, .O.E.E., D.S.C., 
a commander in the Boyai Haval Voluntecr Reserve, m&e oath and 

< .  

say as follaivs :- . I 

MEDRf, 

% r. 1 was the staff minenveepkg officer on the staff of ille '&lied 
Naval Commander-in-Chief, Mediterranean, during I 945, and waa res- 
ponsible tu hiru for the s rvq ing  of safe rorites th>ongli the minefields 
in the Meditenmean sea. I WRS, therefclre, cancerned in the transfer 
of t h e  control of tbese routes from the  Aliied Naval Commander-in- 
Chief, Mediterranean, to t he  International Roziteing and Reporting 
Aut hority. 

A brief description of the transfes of control of  these routes 2, as 
tollon~s. 

2. OR the 26th dy, 1 ~ 5 ,  a wamittm was set up in London calléid 6 the International ontehg and Reporting Autholrity mçl lield i t s  fmt 
meeting. The I.R.R.A. consisted of ,representatives of Belgium, 
Denmark, France, Great Britain, Grnece, Holiand, Nomay, Sweden, 
t he  United States and th. U,S.S.R. The object of the 1-R.R.A. was to 
take over the contrril and souteing of merchant shipping which, durhg 
the war anci up tiU that tune, had ken  under the authonty of the AlIied 
Naval Comrnarrd. At this first meeting the I.R.R.A. took over the  
contrbl of the routes in North-Europn waters and the responsibility 
of issuhg North-Eur~pean Coastal Rauteing Inshcticins (short titIe 
N.E.C.R.I.). 
3. At the second meeting of the I.R.R.A. on 14th August, 1945, tlie 

Authority decided to take over a h  control of the rontes in tlie Mediter- 
ranean. This deciçion was communicated to the AILied Naval Cornman- 
der-in-Chief, Neditemean, and the mutes in use at tbat time, including 
jZ.13.C. 925, North Cor fil Channel. were incorporated in tIie Mediterranean 
Routeing Instructiims. 

N ~ t c .  The prefix Q.B.C. was used ta denote a mept channe1 in the 
eaçtern section of the Mediterrariean Station. 

4. At the fonrtb meeting of the T.R.R.A, held on the  28tli September, 
1945, a proposed Notice to Mariners was adopted- This Ulclr~ded the 
fol lowing statement- 

hfeditentrnean Routeing Instructions (lkdril wlll sliortfy be 
iççued ta promdpte routes in the Merliterranem. 

5- A t  the Mth meethg af f i e  I.R.R.A. held on x8th October, 1945, 
fhc chaiman reposted that the position regarding pul~licration of 3ledri 
was mucir better than had been thought ossïble and it  was hoped t o  

ber, ~945 .  
P have M d r i  and tfie relevant charts ready or distribution on 1st Novem- 



6. The fist issue of Medri in five parts iç dated 17th October, 
1945, ancl Part V crintains Route cvhich is identical with the route 
throug1.i the Norkh Cadu Chaanel. (See Annex 27 of the I<eply, Q.B.C. 
gz 5.) This route was later renumbemd ~8134 asid on the z3rd October, 
~ 9 4 6 ,  after hvo ships had been minecl wllile navigating this route, it 
was cancelled and dosecl t o  ship~ing- The mute through the North 
&du Cliannel had, tlierefnre, been uncl-ianged and in continual usa 
from the 7th Wov.inaber, 1944 ( d e n  Q.B.C. 925 \vas issued) up till the 
~ 3 r d  Octobcr, 1w6. 
.7. At the frst meeting of the Mcditerranean Zone Mine Clearance 

Board on thc 5th November, 1g45 copies of the first Medri booklets 
and index charts were çhown and exphinecl to  the membcrs of tlie 
Board, when representatives from Great Britain, Greece, France, 
U.S-A. and U.5.5.R. attended, 

At neither the meetings of T.R.R.A. QT the Rfediterranean Zone 
. Mine Clearance Board were any abjections raised regarding: the issue 

of the PiIedri bwklet and index chartç, or the inclusion of the route 
through the Corfu Channel, McdrIri 18/54 in this publication. 

(Sigwdj E. R. D. SWORDER. 

Sjyorn at Whitekall in 
the County of London 

this Wnty-second. day of Oettobet, 
nineteen hmdred aria fcirty-eight. 

7. LOG-BOOKS OZ TEE "VOLAGE", "MAURITIUS", 
AND 'TEANDER" 

8- AFFIDAVST BY LIEUTENANT GODSAL, OEFI[CER OF mE 
WATCH ON BOARD THE "SAU'MAREZ" ON OCTOBER zznd, x946, 

FROM 14.00 HOUKS TO 14.53 HOURS 

Iw f& mdtw of alas Cor@ CIimnd C&S& beJOre the Irblmdiorial Caad 
of Jrsstice. 

1, Walter Edmrd Browning Godsal, of Tscoyd Pwk, Whitchursh, 
Sl~ropçlire, m&e oath and say as follows :- 
1 am a lieutenant in the Royal Nsvy, On the ~ 2 n d  Octaber, 1946, 

1 was semirtg in H.M.S. S ~ ~ m r e z  and from 14.00 Zo 14.53 1 'vas oficer 
of the watch and sci responsible for keeping the  ship on its presaibed 
course. Myordersweretokeep theshipinthervakeafH.M.S, Mztztritilas 
which was alicad. 



1 kept the ship continually in position as orslertd and it was in 
position when strilck by a mine at 14.53. 

Wben the ship returned ta Ccirfu a commission was set up composed 
of Commander M, L. Hardie, D.S.C ., R.N., the Fleet Ncruigatirig Officer, 
and Lieutenant Warrington-Shang, D.S.C., R.N., Navigating Officer 
of H.M.S. La'v~r$ool, to. report upon the courses mahtained bÿ the 
ships and the, position of the destroyers when rnined. I attended and 
gave evïdence on oath before .,this commission, and upon tlie infor- 
mation cvhich 1 supplied and other available information the commis- 
sion made the  report dated the 24th October, 1946, the original of 
which 1 now produce inarkeil A. 

Swom at  WhitehalE in 
the County of London 

this twenty-second day of Octaber, 
nineteen-hundred and forty-eigh t. 

Before me : 
(S i0pd)  pllegible], 

A Commissiener for ûaths. \ 

REPORT OF .4 BOARD OF ENQULHY SET WP 
Oh* THE AREIF;aT, OF THE '*JAUMAKEZ'' IN CORFIT 

H.M.S. L i ~ ~ ~ f i u t ,  at Corfit, 24th Octaber, rgq6. 

Sir, 
Ive have the hononx to submit th following report in accordance 

with yaur Number 06160~ dated 24th October, 1946. 
After full and careful e~amirsation of a11 the navigational charts 

and documents available from H.M.5. Sa~wccrez and X-E.M.5, m a g e ,  
we are agreed tha t  the former rvas mirred in position 008" 3.9 miles 
and the latter in positi~n o16&" 3.63 miles fmm Barchetta Rock. 

The above positions are shown on the attached cutthg From Chart 
Nurnber so6 on. which the appropriate Medri route and adjacent QBY 
areas have also been plaf  ed. 

In our ~~lcula t ions  regarding H.M.5, Sau.iTeavea we Bave taken Elje 
records available from H.M.S. Ma~ritaks into careful account and we 
consider the position given to be accurate, aIthongh there is a passi- 
bility that the actual positias may have in fact k e n  up to turO cables 
to the northivestward. 
En the case of H.M.S. V o k p  the  position can be stxted ~ 4 t h  confi- 

dence, since a rellable three-bearing fLu was obtained irnmediatdy before 
the explosion took place. 
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Frum the information availsbk tû us it haç no+ &en fovnd possible 
to detemine the tzacks of the two destroyers ftom t l ~ e  moment when 
H.M.S. Volage first: reached H.M.S. Sauwearez udtil she had t a k a  her 
in tow for the setond tirne and had finally set course for Corfu. 

The attaçhed trxingç therefore only shott- the track of H.M,S. 
Snuwarex from the vicinity of Vedo Island to the moment of the 
explosion, and that of H.M,S, VuLngc, with W.M.S. Sazkmares in tow, 
from the viciiiity of Denta Point to Corfu Road. 

AS H.M.S. TIolagc followcd the Medri route from thé mament of 
Ieaving harbour unti1 reaching H.M.S. Samauez, no track chart of her 
rnovementls for this period is siibmitted. 

We have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your obedient Servants, 
(Si@) J. MT.~RTNGI.ON SI-RONG, 

Lieutenant (N,) Royal Navy. 
. . 

(Skgzed) M. L. B m m ,  
Çommander (N.) Royal Navy. 

The fiesident, 
The Board of Enqiùry, 

B. M,S. L<DW$OU~.- 

(This is tlie exhibit rnarked "A" refersed to in the affidavii: of Walter 
Edward Rrowning Godçd sworn before me the zznd dajr of Octaber, 

(S ig~ed ]  [Uegible], 
Commissionet for Oaths,) 

C'HART PRGPARED BY THE MILEMBERS OF THE BO.UD OF 
ENQUTRY SHOWENG THE ROUTE EOLLDWEU BY -TITE " S A U ~ E Z "  

g. AFFXDL4VlT BY COMMANDER PAUL, IN COMMAMI OF 
"VOLAGE" ON f;lCTOBER zgnd, 1946 

1, Commander 3Cegndd Trevor Prtul, C.B,E., R.N., at present 
serving in the Signal Division of the Naval Staff at the Admiralty, 
make oath and say as follows :- 

I w a s  the Commandhg OEcer of E s  Majesty's Ship VoIcdge when 
she and Ris Majesty's Ship Smwarez were mined in the North Corfu 
Channel on the zznd ûctobes, 1946, 
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I have reçently gtudied again the log iif H.M.S, Tb@ for that  

day and prepared f r ~ m  it and from rny knopledge of the events which 
tmk place the attached track chart. It wiii be seen that H.M.S, 
Valfige was in the Medri Channel opposite Denta Point when H.M.S. 
Sastmauez was mined ; tliat she iriaeased speed te go to the assistance 
of H.M.S. Saumurex ; that when the tow \ras being pssed from R.1i.S. 
VoEagc to H.M.S. Sazc~mez, b t h  ships drifted outside the Medfi 
Channel ; that H.M.S. Vuhge towed H.M.S. Sawmarez: back into the 
swept channel; that after R.M,S. Volage was mincd, both ships again 
drifted towards the Alb,uiian shore but did nat go ontside the Medri 
route ; and that after I had succeeded in passing another tonr to  H.M.S. 
Swumar~x bath ships proceeded stem frrst to  C~rîu dong the Medn 
Channel. 

(Simerl) R. T. PAUL, 
Commander R.N. 

Svom at Whitehali in 
the Çounty of Lkndon 

this twenfy-second day of Qctober, 
nineteen Iiundred and forty-eight. 

{Sig~ed) p e g l  ble] , 
A ICommissioner for Oaths. 

ro. ÇERTIFIED SKUE COPY OF T& LElTEli FROM TKE 
COMMANDER-IN-CWJ.EP, MEDImaRANEAN, TO TEE 

A D n i n W I Y ,  TRANSMITTING THE PROGIWMME FOR THE 
AUTUMN CRUISE OF WIS FLEET 

Cestified tfve copy of khe Commander-in-Chief Mediterranean's 
Iettcr to the Aihiralty cf the 15th August, ~946 ,  transmittîng the 
programme for t h e  aiitumn crmse of hls fleet ; the originals of these 
docuwnts are in my custody. 

(S&ard) "G. L- B. Doms, 
Principal, Military Branch, Admiralty. 



Office of the Cornmander-in-Chief, 
Meditenanean Station. 

15th August, 1946. 
No. 245.1/~ed-461559@60 
SECRETARV OF TILE ADMIRACTY 

BIEWTERRAKEAV FLEET CRUISE 

Be pleascd t o  inforrn Their Lardships, ~ 4 t h  derence b the Corn- 
mander-in-Chief, Meditermncank signal$, tirned 24ï501 June, qrjro  
June, paragraph z, and Admimlty Message 161023 July, 1946, that 
it i q  inttnded that al1 units of thc Meditemanean FIeet, which can 
be made availabIe from operational ctimmitmenis, should carry out 
an exercise cruise in the Eastern Mediterraeau, from x$th Sep- 
tembcr, 1946, to  rst Novembw, ~946,  inclusive, 

2. The programme of the muisc is attached at .4ppendix '"A" to  
the Letter. 

3, Action to notify the Greek and Eyptian authorities of these 
rno~ements is king  takea. separately, The Senior British Naval 
OfFicer, Greece, is being instmctecl te npproach the Royal HelIenic 
Navy with a ~ i e w  to their pa-rticipating in exercises with the ships 
of the Meditermean Fleet during the cruise- 

APPENDIX "A" TO THE C O ~ A ~ E R - ~ - C I E F ,  MEDITERHANBAN'S 5UB- 
JlT.5$ION NO, 2454/h1~~.46/55~/16/1, DATED 15th AUGUST, 1946 

Secret. 
Offite of i he Commander-in-Chief, 

Medi terranean Station, 

AU tîmes Baker. 
Al1 ships taking part lcaw Mdta  a.m. Wednesday, ~ 8 t h  September, 
Exercises on passagdistance 500 miles-time aUowed about 56 hours. 
A l  ships arrive Nauplia p.m. Friday 20th September. 
WhrIe at Nauplia excrcises will 'De malysed and discussed. 

Ml ship leave Nauplia and 0800 Thorsday 
disperse as f o h ! ~ ~ .  : . 26th September. 

r Cm-in-C. in L2oeP.pod to S p ,  Tinos, 
4 M a a h Szcrpbse 1 Suda Bay and 
~8 %% z destruperç ) Héraklion 

0 M a ~ ~ i t i m  (C.S. r] t o  Monemvasla then 
Ne X Leumdc7 1 Mirabella Bay* 
Q m 5 z destroyers -C1 
u Bluc Ruwgdr ) to Volo. carrying out ~ $ 2  

Trsis and Asis J exercises on passage 
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Wolfe ?) 
Tla?ttiay 
TempEar 
z destroyers 

Xan$arm (see note 
above) 

2 L.S.T.s 
3 L.Ç,I,s. 

2 sloops or friptes 

1 to Rhodes. 

to Skiathos (N.B. if 
Wd/a is i o t  ready 
Kan@ura wiil 
accornpariy the 
sulimarines) * 

) to I<alamata then L.s.T.~ 
and L.C.1.s to 
Mirabella Bay* 

to Port Vathi* 
{Samos Island} 

tu Cypnrs ts preparr: 
. the bonibardmen t 
mnge at Cape 
Arnauti. 

M n ~ r i ~ m  (CS. x), L a m d ~ ,  L.S,T.s and L.C.1.s concentrate at Mira- 
bella Bay anm. and Octobr, ta prepare for landing exercises. After 
this, ships will sail from their respective ports in mdcr ta cary  out 
exercises in the Cypms area during the 4th Octobcz. 

AU ships wiii andior at cyprio; ports am. Saturday, 5th October, as 
follows : 

1 Famagusta 

Larnaka 

Limsol 

Phoebe (R.A.D-J 
Ml destroyers and escorks- 
Blw Ra5zger 
Rnqbara 
M a i m  

Wolfe '(Rwn@ra if 
Woife is not 
availiible) 

2"nnZivy 

Commander-in-Chief in Livmfiwl with Sicrprisc in Company may 
visit Haifa, Pwt Saiçl andlor Aïesandria. 
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while in Cypnis full use wiU be made of the bonibardinent range. 
' 

Al1 ships leaw Cypriot d m  Monday 
ports and disperse as follous ; r4tl-i October 

C.-in-C. in Livtievjbool 1 Surfirise to Rhodes 

MaairtPatis&s (CS .I) 
2 destroyers , ta ~ o r i u  

PfaoeBe (R.A.D,) t o  Heraklion 

1 t o  Zante 

Wolfe and submarhes t o  Samos (Ccphdonia) 

t~ Patras (or t o  take 
YCfolit9's 

Bhie Rmger 
3 destroyers , 

1 to Fort Drepmo* 

O + / 2 slwpç or £@tes ta Ifea* 

) 2 sloops or frigatcs to Dragamesti* 

in H z sloops or frigrrtes ta Zaverda Bay* 
ta Katakola Bay 

r L.S.T. 

t o Monemvâsia 

to Navarin 

as required. 

Blue R q e r  and destroyers will c m y  out fuelling exerci ses on passage. 

Ships will leave the above ports in order to amive ofi hrgostoli and 
form up before entering harbour am. Wednesddy, zgrd October. 

Ali sbips anive . Arpstoll am.  Wednesday 
Pulling Regat t a - 23rd Octaber 

, Thursday and Fridayqt h and 
25th October 

Monday and Tuesday 28th 
and 29th Oct. 
Argostoli a m .  Wednesday 
goth October 



Exercises on passage a M d t a  a.m. Friday 1st 
AU shipç arrive November 

Rrok : Ports mzrked with an asterisk have tiot k e n  swept. Na mines 
are known ta have been laid there and intekgence is belietred ' 

to be accurate and complete, but ships should take preçautions 
and proceed a t  slow speed. 

rr. PHOTOSTAT ÇOPY OF REPORT OF PROCEEûmGS OF 
"VOLAGE'" BB COMMANDER PALCL (OCTOBER ~ 3 r d ~  1946) 

[Sec No. 47, f i .  78, am3 spedaE v o Z z s . ]  

Endomre to the Commanding Officer, H.M.S, Volage" setter dated 
23d Octtober, ~946 

O@C&X 
Commander K. T. Paul, Royd Navy comanding officer 
Lieutcnmt W. D. S, Scott, Royal Navy first lieutenant 
Lieutenant P. S. Hicks-Beach, Royal Navy gunnery officer 
AILieutenant: [E) S. A, Nash, Royal N a v  engineer officer , 

Rathgs 
Pettg Officer R. R. Hcpple P/JX 1 ~ ~ 4 6 0  gunnery instnictor 
Pet~Q%~erE.A.TliatclierP/_T;(Tr54g57 torpedoinstructor 
Petty Pficer Steward G. Mignace E/X 25061 wmdroom petty 

oficer steward 

1 have to  submit the following report of the circumstances in wbich 
R.M:S. Sawmnrez was damaged whikt Cin paçzape throu h the North 
Cl~annel £rom Corfu under the ovders of the Rear-Admiral f 'oramanding, 
1s t  Cruiser Squadrm, on Monday, zznd Oçtober. 1g44. 
2. Destroyers left harbour an irour exlier than the cruisers to prepare 

for action ih accordance with the orclers laid dorm in "XCU" issued 
by the  Rear-Admirai 1st Cruiser Squadron. 

3. At 1330 Sa~mtnrzz took station ri,. cables astern of Mazb.~i&m, for- 
ming Crroup r, and procecded at IO krints throyli the wept channe1 





30 OTNER DOCUMENTS S U B ~ $ T Z ; D  (w.K.) 

13. An exwllent piece of ship-handling by Volage resdteil in her 
again taking Satz&naarez in tow bow to stem and proceeding stem first 
south though the swept c h m e l  t o  Corfu. 
14. An interval of some z& hours elapseà beforc an ernergency lead 

conld be run from Volage anci pumps and lights supplied ; after which 
h-frghfing mntinued. from the break af the foc'sle and the bridge, 
and ready use ammunition at "A" and "B" g u n s  {vas then thrown over- 
board except for a few rounds at the f~rmes which were unapproacfiable 
due to heat. . 
15. As the for'ard bulkhead of No. 2 biler roam sas intact except 

for a s m d  leak thrrriugh étsl eleckcic: Iand, 1 décided that the ship could t well be got t o  Corlu, although prolsa IV the forepart would have t o  burn 
itçelf out assisted by tiie modcrate wFnd from astem. Ma~witiws boat 
arrived at dirsk wi t l~  portable Diesel p u m  &CL medical assistance, both 
of which were invaluable. 

36. At approximately 2030 Raider joinecl and was asked t o  close 
starboard borv of Safimurex and endeamrrr to c o d  the ship's side from- 
outboa~d- Excellent ship-handling by the Cmm=nrrrlding dfficer f c i ~  
three or more hours kept Raider close enough ta be of great value in 
this, From zrao cruisers and Ociean's boats arrived, transposting 
casualties to shore and Oceus fetching fire-fighting stores, etc., whilst 
Ocea-lz provided a strong firefighting t eam with foam, who by working 
in shifts f~nally got the fire under conbol. Volage and S R Z ~ F ~ Z  secureci 
astern of Lennder for t h e  nighit on arrivai. 
17. Ail remaining casual ties were then evacuatecl to Ocetan and the 

rnajorlty of the ship's Company followed for the night, leaving 4 officers 
and appruximately 30 ratings on board, 
18. Before securing the foremost brtlkhead of No. 2 hoiler room m s  

çhored up with assistance fsom Leander, as by this time thc boiler tvas 
cool enti~igh to work arourrcl, and the ship had settIed more by the baw. 

rg, The follo~ring morning the Kear Admirai 1st Cruiser !%padron 
and later the Commander-in-Chief Mediterranean visitecl Scaumrez; 
by ivhich time alE fires were well under control. and arrangements tvere 
made tri taw both ships to a çmoother anchorage to await the arrival 
of Ha%$ura. 

20. Ai1 t h e s  given above are of aeclsi ty appmximate only, and 
m y  in. some cases be considerably in ërror awisg to the dificulties 
of estimating time comctly under such circumsta~es. 

Zr. A list of suggested. witnesses is enclosed. 

1 have the honour 50 be, Sir, 
TOUT o'bedient servmt, 

(Sigwed) W. R. SELBY, 
Captaln (Il). 

The President of the Boad (3 copies). 
Copies to :-The Commander-in-Chief, Mediterranean {afloat}, 

Thc Rear-Admi .  rst Cruiser Squdron. 
The ComrnandIng Officer, H.M. Ship V a E ~ g e .  

Encl.-List of suggsted wi&esses. 
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LIST OF SUGGBSTED WTNESSES 

Enclosure to Captain (d) Third Destroyer Flotilla's letter No. I/S of 
~ 3 r d  October, 1946 

Commander (E) J. E. H. H. Madien, RN. 
Lieutenant E. F, Guaitz, D.S.C, RN. 
Lieutenant (E) C. ,r. 13, SIiackleton, R N ,  
Lieutenant C .  P, N. LVeIIs-Cole, R.N. 
Surgeon Lieutenant M. D. 0. 7 Riorden, R.N,V.R. 
Ç.E.R.A. G. F. Fotvler; DfifX.qgsgg.  
R.R.A. j. A. Grifin, DJniiX.665~4. 
A.B. - Whee'ter, Off. No. Xot availahle, 
F.O. Tel; J, Coade, D/JX.nj+jy). 
P,O. - Richards, D/J;Y.r.tgp2. 
F.O. - Gill, Off. NO. NK, 
A.B, 33. C, Stralccr, D/JX.~ZS@~.  
A.B. R. A. Muntcn, D / J X h 7 0 7 g ~ .  
A.B. - Yorthcote, Off. No. N k, 
S.P.O. G. H, ITfrlli~ims, D/KX,89jg~. 
S.6.0. - W i c o ~ ,  DjLY.93547. 
Ch. Stoker - Carter, Off. No. NH. 

Lack of particulars of some of the above ratings is due to entire 
destruction of al1 ratin,ps particulars and sliùrt tim available for com- 
pilixig rii report prevent,ing tlreir numbers heiog ascer'tained from ship 
of the Reet accommodating them. 

rj. PHOTOSTKit COPY OF REPORT OF PROCEEDINÇS OF 
"LEANDER", BY CAPTAIN OTWA'17 RUTHVEN 

(OCTQBER egrd, 1946) 

[Set No, 46; p .  78, a d  +id volume.] 

14. REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS OF "OCw", 
BY CAPTAIN JOHN 

Frorn : The Commanding Oflicer, H.M.S. 0cea.n. 
Date ; 24th October, 1946. No. 5/2/5208. 

To : The President, &ard of Eaqiliry, R.M.S. Lim$md. 
(Capies to : Commarider-in-Chief, &diterrane-. 
Rear--Admiral Cornmancl ing, zs t Cr'iiiser Squdrcrn, l3.M.S. 

~14#,?4v;tif~~. j 



The following repart is faxwadecl in accordance with the Commander- 
in-Chief, Mediterranean's 2312x6, 

z. H.M.S. Ocfian's main tasks were collecting and rlealing with 
- cmalties, providing fire-fighting ancl damage çontrol parties, equipment, 

food and fresh lirater, Al1 the ship's power boatç were wsed, reinforcecl 
by lxiats from MscarilSacs, L a l z d 6 v  and Sazcmaver- Boat work \vas not 
easy due t o  wind forcc 5 with a short steep sea. 

3. .4 t d a l  of 44 casaalties and 83 uninjurd nfficers and men nas 
received on board- Serious casualties were hoisted in by crame and 
sent down to the sick bay and mess decks by fornard aircraft lift and 
bcimb Lift. Two medical officers from H.M.S, Owaw, ane.from H.M.S. 
Leander and one frfrrim KM-S. Saumra dealt wi th çasuaIties, A Greek 
doçtor and six attendants from Corfu asçisted for a period. Al1 çasnalti~s 
were rtrtained in H.M.5. Oc~nlz for t h e  nigh t witlt the exception of t hree 
mho svex taken to  Corfu by a boat hum H.M.S, Maatm'ta'#s before H.M.S. 
O w m  arrived, 

4. Casualties were tmnsf&d to H . M . I ~ .  Maim amm. on ~ 3 r d  
Octaber. 
5. Great difficulty {vas exprienced in dealing with the fire in H.M.S. 

Sa~tmarez, and it was n ~ t  findly got cornpletely under control tintil 
tifter the ships liad secured astern of H.M.S. Leundm, 

6. 1 consider that the Comrnancling Offiçer, H.K.S. V ~ l c ~ g e ,  did a 
firçt-rate job in- briftging his crm ship and towing H.M.S. Satmarez 
back to Corfu Roads, 

(Sig&) C. JORK. 
Cap tain. 

Encl. ÇhminologicaI series of etrents. 

(Enclosnre ta  the Çommanding Offmr, H.nT.5, Océan's No. 5/zj52oS 
dated 24th Octciiber, 1946,) 

~ 2 n d  Octolxr 1533 l ia ider  detached t o  assistance of Swnmrez. 
1547 hirmaft completrd landing on in position 

z p "  Corfu Citadel 33 miles, 
Ship proceeded at 22 bots to assi&ance of 
SaumaY~z. 

1935 Ship in positinn 007" Çorfu Citadel 6 miles. 
Two motor boats and three motor cutters 
lotvered and sent Co Vduge  and S&kmaru 
wiitli medical and salvage parties and equip 
ment, 
Thereafter, baats ran a continuois shuttle 
service with casualtics, fie-fighting and salvage 
parties, food-and D. C. Gear. 
Ocem remained in vicinity of dama@ ships. 

2140 lieafirber joined, stmd by damaged ships and 
sent Iioats. 

23rd Octaber About 
0300 Volage and Sawnmez secured astern of Ltimder. -- 



15. CERTIFIED TRUE COPY OF REPORT OJ? REAII-AUMIRAL 
KINAHAN, COIlM'ANDING I;TRST CRWTSER SQUDRON IN 
W.M.S, "RIAURITJUS", ON THE EXPLOSIONS CAUSED ON 

BOARD TITE "SAUMAREZ" AND "VOLAGE" BY JlTNES 

Ce~-t.ified tme mpy of a Ietter dated the qrd October, 1946, from 
the Rear-Admird commanding the First Cruiser Squadron to the 
Commander-in-Chief, Mediterranean, cùncerning the inining of H.M.S. 
Sa~marez and Volage, the original of wkrch is in my cwtody, 

( S i p a d )  G. L. B. DODDS, 
Psiriclpal, Militarÿ Brmch, Admimlty. 

~ r o k  : The liear-Adniiml Çomrnanding Fist Cruiser Sqiradron, 
H.M.Ç. Muacriirits, at Co~fri- 

Date : ~ 3 r d  October, 1946~ hfo. 321113 
To : The Commander-in-Çhief, Mediterranean Station (afl oat}. 

At  x33oI3 on 22nd October, 1946, I Ieft Co& Roads in H.M.S. Mmi- 
fifiaas with H.M. Ships Leader,  Sauma~cz and Volags in ccirnpmy 
and praceedtd in accordance with my rnemoranda X.C,U: clated 
5th Octaber, 2946, md X.C,U.K. datecl 13th October, 1946- 
. 2. At r445B Gmup 1, consisting of R.M. Slilps M a t d i u s  and 
Smmmez, aItered course In succession to 30; degrees .in the Sfedri 
route off Dcnta Point. After the turn the Stsmnrcz was seen to be 
in proper station in close order sstern of the M a ~ ~ i t i ~ i s .  

3.. At almut 3452 m y  staff ol%cer (opmtions) reported that he 
had seen a large mobile gun ashore and wfiile 1 was endeavouring tn 
lotate it from rny position on the air defence position in H.M.S+ Mawe- 
6izds I 1iear.d a large explosion and looking aft 1 saw rt verg large sheet 
of red flame and a large quantity of black smoke corn* out from the 
starboard side of H.M.S. Sazmmyex abreast the fore superstructnre. 
The time was recorded as ï4533.K. H.M.S. S a u m r ~ z  was then within 
a very fax* yxds of the track of R.M.S, Maawitius, as is shown hy thc 
attttaçlicd photogsapk which tvas taken within abont 30 seconds of the 
sovnd of the  explosion by H. Penigo, photbgrapher, L[JX 549198. 

4. H.19.S. Sa.isnzarez 117as quickly entveloped in moke and was seen 
to be settling rapidly by the bows. 1 imrnediately assumed that S ~ C  
Ilad striick a mine, but as she a ~ e d  to be in imminent dangér of 
sinking and hes were breaking out, I ordered H.M.S. Volage to ctrise 
the S a ~ ~ i c ~ l m  and iater at 1502 ordered her to take the Samurez in 
tow and tu ret~irn to Cosfu Roads via the north channel. T reaiized 
that thls meant endangein& H.M.S. Volage but cansidered that the 
sisk was necsssary. The wind \vas from ssa degrees, force about 4, 



and H.M.S. S~woznuex rvas on a lee sliare and probably a hostile one 
at that. 

5, H.3l.S. Leader was follo~ving two miles, astern of me. I cari- 
. sidered ordering her to  tum back to Corfu, but in QEew of the prortimity 

of knawn minefields In the QBY +areas as weU as the unbown dangers 
of irresh mines in the Medsi route, 1 decided that the salest course was. 
for her t o  çang on tn the. north-westwards and therefore at r457 1 
directcd her to keep carefully in the Medri channel t o  windward oi the 
Sawmwrex and w a r n d  t he  Le~ftder  that thé  S&$iwx~ez had probahly 
stnick a mine, 

6. At r y o  1 directecl E-M.S. Leader ta prçmd w e ~ k  a h t  to 
Cwfu Raads and to be r ~ d v  to rcnder assistance to  the S a w a r a .  

7. After direçting W.M.S. Oceaa t o  recail her aircraft, 1 ordered her 
att 1532 to proceed to  Corfu Roads vin the soutIi channel with despafçh 
and ta sencl H.M.S. Raidey ahead to  the assistance ot Sat*muvez. 

8. 1 proceeded in H.M.S. Maavil-a'm dong the Medri route unti1 
nùrth of Cape Kiephali and then turnecl to  windward to watcli @vents, 
my intention being to remain in the vicinity until the tow \vas clear 
of the north çhannel in case the Aibanian batteries atternpted to 

I 
jnterfere. 
9. 1 was not able to observe closely the actions o'f the Volage: and 

the S a w r e z ,  but I observed that the Voiage had the Scamarex in 
tow Stem f i~st and was daking slow progess southwards. H.II,Ç. 
Sa~naarex waç observed to be on fire farward and there !vas alsri an 
czlarniing looking oil fuel fire on the water t o  uindrvard of lier. 
IO. The position in \hich the Sazl~navex liit the supposed mine w x  

fixcd b y rny Squadron Navigaf h g  Offictsr, Lieutenant Comrnanclcr 
P. K. Lankder, as being ooz degrees Bal-chétta Rock 4.1 miles. 

rI, At 1625 a message was r e c e i t ~ d  fsom the Bdage h t  she had 
lost her ~ Q M * S  on another mine. Motliing was.çecn of this incident ft0n-r 
sny bridge, TJie Volngg repor t4  lier position x t  1643 as being ozo 
degrces Barchetta Rock 3.7 mites. 
12. Subsqucntly H,M.S. Volragc \vas able to h k o  the Sn.ctntarez 

in tow again and both ships then proceeded stem ftrst towards Corfii. 
Z consider that Commander R. S. Paul, CARLE., of H.3I.S. f i lage ,  
sfiorved a very high degree a I  perseverance and shlE in carrying out 
this rnaneuvre. 
13, Until the Volage hd got the Sawm~ex Ln tow again, the situa- 

tion waç a most unplmsant one, a it appeared mûst probable that both 
shps ~vould drift ashore. I ordered the two rnotahoats of H.M.S. 
,Wawdiws and my barge ta hhe. sent to the danjaged destroyers to render 
such assistance as was possible either by tort-hg or  life-savirig. These ' 

boats also took mit:h thcm medicd parties and saivage gear. At 1637 
I also ordered 3I.hI.S. Raider to raceed ~ 4 t h  dl d q a t c h  to the ares 
ri&h of Corfu town via the saut 1 channel and later directed him also 
to render a11 possible assistance to the damaged destroyers, adding that 
be- ivas not to go north of Denta Point unlms orde~ed to do so by Captain 
(D) , 3rd Des troy-er FIotilla. 
14. Earlier in the aftemoon at r506 I ordered H.1f.H.S. ~%îaint to 

leave Zarite anand proceed witli d deqatch to Corfu. At 1730 1 infrlrmed 
Greno, Corfn, that H.M. Ships Ocena, Lelt?zd$r mdKa3:der were arriving 
that afternùon to rcnder asSistance ta tlie Saumm~z and Volage, who 
Iiad been damaged by mines in the nortli chmnel. G r h o  promptly 

1 

â 



tmk action ta prepare t o  receive cat~alties at the lwal h~pi ta l  and 
offered any assistance. 1 thea requested hTm t o  send his H.D.M.L. 
to close tlie darnaged destroyers after they had passed through the north - 
chanwl. 

xg. Periodical reports of progress wew received from H.M,S. Vdage 
who made good speed of between hvo and three knots. By 1957 the 
dmaged destroyers had pasçed Barchetta Rock southbound and H,M.S. 
Raidsr was in company. 1 rernained to  the north of Corfa in accord- 
ance with yonr instrdctians until ordered to proceed to Corfu Roads. 
H.M,S. Ocean \vas then in charge of operations in Corfu roadstead. 
16. Copies of relevant messages are attacl~ed x+ 

16. ORIGINAL COPY OS? A GERMAN CHART CA'PTURED BY 
'!XIE ALLIES AT TETE GERM-AN ADMIRALTI', BE'RLFN (TONUN 
SEA AND GVLF OF 'rARANTO, SOUTH-WESTERN. COASL' OF 

GREECE) 

17. AFFIDAVIT BY CO~TBUNDER 'I5fHXTFORD, SENIOR 
OFFIGER OF THE 5th MINE!YEEPlNG FLUTTLLA FKOM 
MmCH TO PECEMBER 7946, E X P M N I N G  THE DIFFJZRBNCE 
BETWEEN MINES TçECE&ï'CkY U I D  AAND THOSE T W T  H A T E  

BEEN W)NG IF! THE ÇVATER 

1, Quintin Pasco IVkitford, O.B.E., a comrtnder in thé Royal 
Navy, make oath and say as foUowç :- . 

I was the senior officer of the =jfh Minesmeping Flotilla f r om March 
ta December, 1946. I have been asçociatcd with mines and-mineçtveeping 
shce 1930 as a torpedo and mining specialist officer. 

Fmrn February, r 43, to August. 1945, 1 was head of the Couter- 
m e a s u s  Section o? the Sortwdo and Mining Department of the 
Admirdty and was intimately concerned with rnineslveeping developrnent 
aiid technique. From December, 1945, to  May, I 947, 1 was in command 
saccessively of the ~ z t l i ,  5th and 2nd hlineç~veeping Flotillas in thc 
Meditcrrmean. 

1 Nok ïqroduceci. 



' During this pmod t h e  ship under my cornand swept scveral hundred 
mines, and I had ample opportunity to ob.wrve the ccindition, after 
sweeping, of Geman mines laicl in the Nediterranean. 

I have also had considerable expcrience as a mining qecialist offieer 
of the eficcts on mines of sea immersion for short and long priods, 

Canc~rning the mines rvhich 1 srvept in the Corfu Channel, 1 con& fie 
&&mentsin my report (British Merriorial, p. III that "dl appeared 
to be brand new" and "1 can persunally vouch for the fact that aU 
'mirles retained their coat of black paint in practically fresli condition. 
In rny opinion, none of the mines could have been laid longer than two 
month". 

I would refer the Cburt ta the seven *hotograPh in Exhibit VI {e) 
in Ai~nex 15 of the records of the Security Çmncil, It will be seen 
that these hotogtaphs of mine? swept in the Corfu Charnel on the t 13th Novem er, 1946, bear out my sta tment  regarding the new con- 
dition and the fmsh paint on the c a s e  of tlie mines. 

I now produce two çets of photogsaphs of mines ivhich have &en 
swept after being submerged in the Mediterranean sea for two years or 
more in arder that the Court may cnrnpre the différence in appearance 
between a newly-laid mine and a mine cnt from an old minefield, 

1 produce photopphs M r, z, 3, 
These photographs are a£ a Germn ZtWe moored cbntact mlne hid 

by the German minelayer Drnske in the North-Bgean Sca on 27th Jdy, 
1944. and swept by the rnineweepers of *the Royal Hellenic Navy in 
August, 1946, The basnacles and marine ,gowth which have been 
accumulated during a pcriod of twa years can clearly be seen on the 
outer casing of the mine. Tt wiil be observed that they are certified by 
Captain Golemis, Deputy Chief of Naval Staff, 

I produce photographs PA: 4, ~ , 6 ,  7, 8. 
These photographs are of a G e m a n  Y type rnoored contact mine cut 

from a minefield laid by the German minelayes Drucke a d  BzslgarZa on 
the ~bth June, rg45 off the weçt eoaçt of Greece and mept by Britisli 
miuesrveepers on the 3rd August, 1948, after a period of five years' 
immersion. 

Annex r to thiç Affidavit is a lettcr fsom the Commanding Officer of 
HiJ MajestyTs Ship Swsay dated 16th Septernber, 1948, authenticating 
the five photugraphs M 4, 5, 6 ,  7, 8, . 

Xt will be obsesved Irom these trvb sets of photographs that there i s  
considesable marine powth and barnacles on the oufer casing of mines 
after being sl~bmerged in sea tvater for any ]en@ of time. If t he  
mines swept on 13th November, x946, by my flotilla wera tilt from the 
old minefields laid during the war, they ivould look like tliis. 
In this connexion it is well known that the w t e r s  of the Eastern 

Nediterranean produce barnacles and weeds an immersed objects after 
a comparatively short time. 

In tfie case of H.fif.S. Saamurez, one af thê destroyers m i n 4  in the 
Corfu Cliannel on 2znd Octobw, 1946, this fact is borne out. 

1 personally inspected the wreck of this sbip at Corfu on rqth Nowm- 
ber, 1g46, and saw that there were distinct traces of marine g-rowth 
t~getller with niséing on those portions of the wrmk above the n o m a l  
waterline which had been subrnwged after the esplosion ; i.e, this effect 
Ilad occurred after only three weeks' immersion. 

See Vol. 1, p. 159. 
1 



In atl rny esperience in stveeping mines there i s  no possible daubt 
that the miiies whidi tlie 5th Minesrveeping Flotilla swept in the North 
Corfu Channel on 13th Novembcr, 19.46, were n w l y  bid. 

(Sigiecd) Q. P, WHITFORD. 
Swom ai \%'hitehall, 

in the Corinty of London, 
this ~2nd day of Odober, 

nineteen htmdred and f orty-eight. 
. Befare me ; 

(Sigiaed) F. H, GMIP, 
A Commissioner for Oaths. 

PHOTOÇRAPHS M 4, 5 ,  6, 7 AND 8 OF d G E R M M  MIRI? THAT HAD BEEN 
FWE YEARS IN THE WATER, WTH A CERTIFICATE BY LIEUTENANT- 

COMMANDER LITTLEBOY 

1, Lieutentint Robert David Oliver Simmons, Royal Navy, certify 
that the encloseci five photagmphic negatives markd  G.Y. 3/8/48 are 
fronl films taken on the third day of August, 1948, in position 087 

+ degrees, Lape Keri Li h t  (Zante Island), 8.7 miles. B 2. Th- are of a 3.Y. mine. 
3. 'Fhe mine was cut in minefield Z.E.6. 
4. M.I.M. Section IV page 8, hlinefield 2.E.S laid the tenth day 

of June 3943, Amendment: Nurnhet II, 
(S igwd]  R. D. 0. SDIMONS, 

Lieiltenant, Royal Navy. 

1, J,ieir'cenant Cornmander Nfrd Kelson Li ttleboy, Royaf Navy, 
Cornmanding Officer of Hiç Maj&yrs Ship Swsay, confirm that the 
ahove statement is true, 

(Sigmd) A. N. LrrnEsoY, 
Lieutenant-Commander, 1Zoya.l Navy. 

From : The Captain (MjS'ç), Sewnd Minestvecping Flotilla, H.M.S, 
F '  z m e -  

Date : r7tli Septernber, 1948. No. 2647/2M/7A. 
To : The Commander-in-Chief, Medi tenanean, 

PHoTOGRAPHS OF MINE-TYPE G.Y. 
- 

The enclosed negatives are svbrnitted in accordance witli Admiralty 
signal 141747 Septernber :rgq8. 

(Sa'&) A ~ R ,  
Capt& (MIS) 
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A~tnex 2 

PREYTOç,RAFHS 31 1, S AND 3 OF A GERMAK T3AT RAD BEE;A TiVO 
=ARS IN TEE IVATEB, I V I T R  A CERTiFICATE BY CAPTAI'K GOLEMIS 

Mïnistry of the Royal HelIeaiç Navy, 
Athens, znd September, 1948. 

The attachai photograph is of a G e d n  type G.Z. mine, laid in 
position 40 degrees 53.2 minutes north latitude, 24 degees 58.5 minutes 
east longitndt by the Geman ship D Y U G ~ B  ,on 27th Je, 1944. I t was 
photographed on the day it W ~ S  swept by the Royal HelIenic Navy in 
August 1945. Tt was laid at ;z deptli of 3 metres. 

18. TELEGXAMS PASSING BETWEEN' THE CORWNDER-m- 
CHEF, MEDITERRANEAN, THE D31IRALTY, YRTOK TO 

. THE INCIDENT OF OCTOBER zznd, 1g46, EMBODYING THE 
TNSTIZUCTIOWS OF THE m M I x . a - r Y  REGARDING TI= PAS- 

SAGE OF H.M. SHIPS THROUGH TÉhE CORFU CHANNEL 

'fie document mark4 r athched is a cutified trne çopy of a 
telegram sent by the Abniralty ta the Chmander-in-Çhief, Méditer- 
ranem, the origind of which is in my mstodv. 

Tlie documnents matlred z, -3 and 4 are accurate paraphrases of the 
text of telegram eschanged betwecrr the. Admirdty wid the Corn- 
mmdkr-in-Chief, The osiginals are in my custody but because of the 
need to safeplird the secutity of secret nabal ciphers they cnnnot be 
produced. ' 

( ~ i g f i q  G .  L, B. Doms, 
27th OcSobcr, 1948. Principal, Mili tmy Branch , Admimlty . 

1st: August, 1946. 
Admi~alty messagt? 06x5 31 J d y .  

H.MM Atnbacjsdor lias nom bmn inskructd Q present a note to  the 
Albanian Government giving the reasons tvhy 11;s Majesty's Govem- 
ment do not consider the repiy of the Albanian Goveinment to be 
satisfactory, ruid conclud~ng with the words "furthemore the Albanian 
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Gowrnrnent sliould take nate that should Albanian mastal batteries 
in the future open fie on any of His Xlajesty's vessels passing through 
the CorfaChannel fire will be r e t m e d  by the  British vessels involvecl". 

You wiU be infomed as soon as i t  is knawn that the Ambasador 
has pmsented his note, In the meantirne you çhould continue to refrain 
from using the chanriel. 

TO COMMAETDER-IN-CHEF, MEDI:mnmNE.ih', FROM ADMIRALTY 

AEPEATEW FOR ~ O R M - ~ ~ T T O N  TO THE FMG mgImn comrmmç THE 
FIRST CRUISER SQUADRON Ah- FLAC OfFIçER,  LIAISON, lTALY 

The Aibanians have now reccived the note. Harth Curfu Strait rnay 
rtbw be usecL by ships of yotir fleet, but only when essential and witl-i 
annament in fore and aft positmn, 

If coastal guns frre at ships passing throrigh the strait, ships shorild 
fire back. 

3. 

~ 1 s t  September, rg46. 

Establishment of diplornatic relations with Albania is again under 
consideration by His Majestyk Gavemment rvllo wish t o  know whether 
the Albanian Govem1erit have lcarnt ta behave themçelves. Informa- 
tion is requested whether any ships nnder your çmmmd have 
passed through tlie North Corfu Strait since August and, if not, ~ I ~ e t h e r  
you intend them to da so shartly. 

22nd September, 1946. 

RTith referesice to A h i r a l t y  message .... The have not done so $et, 
but rny intention is i h î t  Admiral Kinahan, &ing his flag in 1I.M.S. 
Mmritiss, with H.M.S. Leaatdc~ in comymy and ttvo destroyers, 
should do so wlien tl.licy depart fmm Corfu on the zznd October. 

TELEGRAMS PASSING BETWEEN TH77 COMRWER-IN- 
CTIIEF, MEDLTERKANEAX, AND THE A_DMIWT'Sr, EMBODY- 
LUG THE INSTIPLTCTIONS OF THE ADMIRALTY EEGAKDING 

OPEKATTON RETAIL 

The document mark4  8 attached is a ccrtified trne copy of a telcgmm 
sent by the Admiralty tol the Commatider-in-Cirief, Mediterianean, tlze 
original of tvhich is in my cmtmly. 



The docments marked $, 6, 7 and g are accutate paraphrases of 
the text of teleglms exchanged between the Admudty and the Corn- 
mander-in-Chief. The originalç are in my custody but because of the 
need to safeguaril the security of secret cyphers they cannot 
h produced. 

(Sigxea) G. L. B, Doms, 
97th October, 1948. Principal, M i l i t q  Bmnch, Admirdty. 

REPEA'TED FOR INFORMPiTION T0 FLAG QFPECER, LlfllSOK, ZTALY, =AG 
OFFILER COBlMAhrDrNG FLKST CRUISER SQUADRON, khT) FOREIGN OFFICE 

FOR . ~ M Z R A L  MOORE CIO Mrurmu S T A ~  CQMRUTTEE, NEW YORK 
I 

Immediuta 8th November, rg46, I 
Operation Retail. 
I r  h a  b e n  decided by His Msjesty's Gavemment that you sliiuld 

now mdertake rninesveeping of North Corfu Channel. As soon as 
possible therefwe in the ligh t of yonr signal of 13th November regardhg 
Remembrance Day you sliould proceed with this operation. 

2. A note is being convcyed to  the Albanian Govemment which 
states that the operation wilZ he carried out starting on 12th Novembw 
and makes t h e  folloiving pain'ts a m g t  others. 

(a) the Cmtral Mine Clearance Board is unanhous in stating that 
the interests of international navigation require the resweeping 
of the channe! defined in Medri 18/32 and ~$134. 

(h l -  the operation wiU be carried ailt on simiIar lines t o  the original . 
rn clearance of rg4-4s and no ships will be stationed in Albanian 

territorial waters: 
3. POU should arrange for ncutral obsirvers, preferably fmm the 

Meditermean Zone Board, to  fvitness the operation with a view to 
avoiding my cfiarges of d~p i i~ i ty  il iresh mines am cut and unjust- 
ifiable charges of violatioii of Alhanian sovereignty. 

4. Signal imediately tvhether you a.re prepared trr start this o p -  
ation on xztli November, AU developnsentç should be reported to 
Admirai ty. 

5. Flag Ofhcer, ~ i a i s ~ t r ,  Itaiy, should keep Medlterranean Zone 
Board informed. 

- .  
6. 

a .  

TO .$Z)XTIRALW ~ O M  COWNDER-XX-~KIEF B~DX'ERR~INUN STATION 

REPEATEW FOR INFORK4TION TO PLAG QiTïCER, EWTÇOX, ITALY, A N D  
FLAG OFFIGER COMMANLSrn7G k7RST CRUISER SQUADROR 

Imme&ate. 9th November, 1946. 

Last sentence of second paragmpti of Admirdty message af 8th N o m -  
ber, promulgnting H. M. Goverfiment decision to proceed with mine- 
sweeping of Harth Coriu Channel, was received by me as quole no 
ships will be çtationecl in Albanian tcmita~iai waters wzgtzote. 
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2. In view of fact that on Àay ttvo of Operation Retail, the sweepers 
wiil have to be well inside Mhanian territorial waters for the  greater 
part of the day, request 1 may be infomed of precise uwding of 
relevant portion of note paçsd tta Albanian Governrncnt. 

3. First phase of operation will.begin on 12th Movember if iveather 
conditions satisfactory and will consist of a searching sweep for the 
supporting cntisers and destroyers of an area inside QBY 257 between 
Morlera I. and Cape Kitphdi, Albania. 

4. Second phase will follow on next day when the actad Meclr i  route 
will be cleared. 

7- 

REPEAED FOR INFORMAnOM TO FLAE OFFICER ' COMhlANDIPG m S 1 '  
CRUISER SQUADRON AND FiAG OWICER, LIAISON, I T U Y  

lm&;&. gth November, 1946. 

Y our quotation 04 wording i s  correct and Arbanian Governmmt have 
received identical information. They have also been informed '"that 
the area to be. swept will Be Medri 18/32 ancl  ~8134 areas as ddened in 
chasts of the Central Board". 

2.  Operatiin of wnesweeprzrs iri Albanian waters is Mly covered 
by this but makcs clwr that minemepers rvill not, for example, be 
anchored for the riigl~t in such waters which lie outside the limits of 
Medrj ~8132 or 18/34. 

3, Unless it is later fnund necessary to $apport rninmveepen, oper- 
ations inside Albanian imters should be limited to charnels detailed 
above. In such m event report fact immediately and give brief reasons. 

Most imwaeda'ate, xzth Novernber, ~946. 

My x1161a. Cariy out Rebil as soon RS French observer is present. 

120215 

Duty Gpt. for 1st: S.L, 

9. 

~ P E A T E D  FOR INl?ORDd,4TfON TO AIIZflRAT.TY AND BEhTOR BRITISH HAVAI 
OPFICEH, GBEECE 

Most iwvtadini8. , - 12th November, 1946. 

Operation Retad. Intend tu e ~ ~ c t i t e  h t  phase p,m. to-day 12th 
November. 

2. FsencIr observer will be presmt. 



au. mID,4VTT BY PROFESSOR J. E. HARRIS, PROFESSOR OF 
ZOOLOGY AT THE LINIVERSITY OF BRISTOL, CONCEritLUING 
THE $TATE OF TEE MINES Ç~VEPT IN 'I'HE CORFU CHANNEL 

ON NOiQWER rjth, 1946 

1, John Edward Harris, Professor of Zbology at: the University of 
Bristol, somefime Xnvestigatos on FouLing of Ships to the Ccirrosion- 
Committ.ee of the Iron and Steel Iirstitute and British Iran & Steel 
Fecleratioii and until recentiy Chairman ai the Marine Corrmion Sub- 
Cornmittee and Cponsultant an Fouling to the British Imn and Steel 
Research Association, make ùath and say as follo~vs :- 

X have been consulted by the -4drniralty abeut the condition of tlie 
mines swept in the North Çorfu C.hamel on the 13th Novmbcr, 1946, 
by the rninesrvepers of the Koyd Nc'avy. 

I visited the Admiralty on the 26th October, 594%. and i q e d e d  
the mine, 1 was informed that tliis mine $ad been swept in the Notth 
Corfu Channel hy H,M.S. SKipja~k ât 11-24 OR the 13th November, 
1946, and that it had b e q  ,lrept since then in the open air at Malta. 
The surface of the mine was wmtheied and msty, wliich i s  consistent 
with its having beeil expo& to the open air aiid with the employment 
of a rather inferior protective painting systém. 

The surface as seeri on thc 26th October, 1948, still showed intact 
areas of the original paint film, particularly in the crwicets aroùncl the 
bases ol the lzorns and on parts of the main casing. There is no trace 
of marine growth visible an any of these areas or on any other part 
of tlie surface in spite of the fact tlrat çreviqes are pecdkarly favourable 
sites for the settlement and growth of fouling arganisms. Tets Ilave 
sliown that in sucli positioi~ç fouling can xtt le  even over paint surfaces 
o therwke h aving excellent an ti- f ouling properties- 

TIie fact that the surface of the mine is cornpleteIy k e e  fiom marine 
growth is cleu and unequivocal evidence that it had been in the water 
for only a short period. 

The period preccding the sweeping of the mine covers the most 
intense fouling seascn in Meditenmeam wate~s, which occurs throughout 
tlie spring, summcr and early autumn rnrinths. Il'hroughout this time 
the scttlir-rg organisms will include foms which are highly resistant to 
anti-fading methodç as tvell as thosc which âre more susceptible. 

There is no body of watet of low salinity in 4his area to h l 1  off or 
preveat fouling organisms from settling ancl the mines were suffrciently 
near to a rocky point to lx exposed to  an almad continuous settlement 
of organisms of d i f f e m t  kinds. 

The tidal cursents in the neighbourliood are of low veïocity and the 
depth of water-greater thnn 30 iathoms everyuiihere in the area mined- 
is such that no sand scouring of the rnetal surfaces of a contact mine 
conid have taken place. This iç aisa borne out by the perfect condition 
of the surface paint film and tlic presenm of- grease still adhering to 
parts of tl-ie rncchanism plate, etc. 

The paint Hm remaining on the snria& sh- that only a thin 
coating was employed. There is no anti-fding paint which, at the 
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thickncss employed un the mine exarnined, coulcl provide absolutely 
complcte protection against ali fouling growths on kregular surfaces 
suc11 as the mechanhm plate for a period of more than 3-6 months. 

It is my lrarefully çcmsidemd opinion that, under t h e  circümstances 
described above, tlie maximum period during wliich the mine could 
have been in j ts position was g n~onths and it is hghly probable tha t  
the achar period was islcss thm thiç. 

( S i g ~ d )  Jorn E. HALGUS, 
- Sworn at Eristol, 

' in the County of Gloucestc~, 
this twenty-seven th day of October, 
nineteen hundred and forty-eight. 

21. AFFIDAVIT BY MR. N. 1, KENTIEY, OF THE ADhlIRALTI' 
CENTRAL METALLURGLCAL LKBORATORU, ERfSWORTII, 
GIVTNG SUE REASONS FOR TECE ABSENCE OF FOULING ON 

MINES IN THE BLACK SEA 

1, Nomian ingram Hendey, of Admidty Central Metdlurgiçal Labo- 
ratory, Ernsntartli, in the Conizty of Hants, marine biologist, make oath 
and say as foIlorifs :- , 

I, I am iri the emptag of thc Adrniralty as a marine bidogist and 
have k e n  so ernployed for the p s t  thrce Fars and u p w d s .  Indiiding 
such period of employment 1 have had some twmty yearç experiwce 
as a microbiolaght. 

2 ,  Raving bean asked by Military Branch, Admirdty, on the 13th 
day of October, xgqS, to  givc an opiuiion as to the r e m n  for absence 
of fouling on mines in the Black Sea, and as tri whether such conditions 
would apply to mines founcl in the Corfu Chaml ,  I say tliat, Ln view ' 

of my above-rnentioned qualifications and experienm, 1 m qualified 
ta give an expert opinion thereon and I say as follows : 

3. (a) Hydropphic conditions iir the Black Sea axe such as to 
rend= the arca unsnitable as a habitat for marine life. 

(b )  Precipitation and run-off grcatly excepci evaporation, mil exchange 
of >vater with the Meditersanean thrtiugh the Bosphoms is srn al1 (outflow 
h m  Blaçk Sea 12,600 rn3fsec., i d o w  6,r;oo rnslçec. are the most 
probable values}. 

c These conditions result in a very marked lowering of salinlty 
of '$ lack Sea waters. Surface waters average about ,16 parts per rmo 
and bottoin waters %bout 23 parts per rooo. 

(dj Species of marine organisrnk capable of erjsting nnder these 
conditions of lotv salinity are muçh fewer than those inhabiting nomal 
shallow watms mch as thc Corfn Chmnel. 



(e} The differencc in salinity between surface anid bottom waters 
prevents much vertla1 rnixing, with the seçult that at a depth of zow 
200 rnetres the crxygen content of the waters falIs to zero. Eelorv this 
level only anaerobic bacteria exist and t h e  waters contain sulphnretted 
hydrogcn . 

4- In support of mg opinion I qmte the fullarving extract from 
Zobell "Marine Rlicrobiolugy " (Chronica BotaTiiça Co., IWdtham, hfass. 
rgq6) at p. zoo :- 

"The Black Sea :-Pemliar hydrographie conditions, wupled 
with microbiological activities, render nine-tenths of the Blaçk 
Sea virtually uninhabitable by any t o m  of life except -batteria. 
Since the influx of fresh water from precipitation and land drainage 
exceeds evaporatioi?, the dençity of the surface waters (salinity 
aboùi r6 %) is sufficiently Iess tiian that of bottom \vater (salinity 
up to 23%) so tkat there is little vertical mixing. As a result, the  
oxygen content of ihe water belaw the photo-sgrnthetic zone is 
renewed only v e v  slowly." 

5. h my opinion the above extract accurately sttsr,out reasons for 
Ehe absence of fouling in the Elack Sea ,md 1 sity tEat the "photo- 
synthetir; mne" rnentioned therein extends tu eighty mettes dept1-i in 
ciear oceariic waters but that in coastal waters such zone may be 
restricted tu about half, or les5 tlian half, t l~at depth, depending upon 
the degree of turbidity, ' 

6.  Tt therefore follows tiiat (a] thc growth of fo+g organisms in 
the Black Sea is restricteci in shaiiow watelr, by the law salinity or 
(b) in deeper waters fouling is limited by the very low oxygen content 
or r~tr ic ted  by the absace: of oxygen to al1 but anaerobic bacteria. 

(Sig~ed~ IJ. INGRAM EIEKDB;. 
Sworn at Ravant, 

in the Comty o f  Mants, 
thiç 25th day of: October, 

nineteen hundred and forty-eig-ht, I 

Before me : I 

(Sipzed) D. V. WADEÇQP, a 

A Comissioner foi: Oaths. 
- 

22. AFFTDAYIT By COMMANDEK MOLONEY, CERTIFYING 
THAT NO DUMFS OF GERMAN MINES HAD BEEN LEFT I N  

GREECE 

In Ihe m a W  uf th Corfi4 CAannd crlse Befme the .Tntfimzalimai Cm& 
of Jtvsfica. 

1, William Hugh Moloney, D.S.Ç., Commander in tlre Royal Navy, 
make oath a d  Say as follows :- 

I. 1 was appointed to R.M.S. NiLe as Commander Enesweeping, 
Greece, ail the zznd Februaq, 1945. The, Allies had advanced iiito 
Greece iii October, 1944) ancl taken over control of the Ægean Sea. 



2. 1 took up m y  headquarters in the Piraeus and m y  duties included 
operathg the British ïninemeping force and training the Greek mine- 
sweepers. I was responsible to the Flag Oficcr, Levarnt and Eastern 
Meditenanean, for a0 matters connectecl with mines and rninesweeping 
and one of my f rrs t  cluties w m  to locate Germari minefields and invest- 

, igate whether any stocks of mines had h m  left in Greece, There were 
no dumps of German mines of any type left in Grecce. Tlie concentration 
of mine fields in the approaclies to the major ports shoiveà that hefore 
the Gerrnans puiied out of Greeçe they used every mine avnllzsble in 
ail, endeavour to check tlie Allied advance. 

(Siglzd) W. H. MOLONEY. 

Swom at the City and County of Bristol, 
this 29th day of OcSober, 

nineteen h rindred and forty-eight. 

24, TELEGRAM$ FROM THE BRITISH ADMIRALTY RELATINE 
TO THE "MLJET" AND "MELJIBF," 

. 
1 

Cypher O.T.P. 
From : Foreign Clface, Ta : The Bagne. 
Despakhed : 6.21 p.m. GhfT gJrrl48. RecJd ; 6.45 p.m. glxn/48. 
No. 1223 of 9th Novaber, 1948. 

I ~ m d i u b  
Swe~ 

Following from Admiralty telegsam No. T.O.O. og13,zs7. 

Begins 
Following for Dodds, The Hague. 
Your telegram 397 to Forcign Office, 
Çornmander-in-Chef, Meditertanean, reports : "Few records pnor 

to  15345 available. Evidence shows that both minesmepars in M d t a  
[gp, undec. ? Junc] 1945, Investigations proceeding, Further signal 
wili be made." 

5 
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z. Italian Mini5h-y of Marine records, copy of which is hdà by 
Admudty, d~otved h t h  ships In Itdian liands from Mzy 3~3, 1941, 
to September gth, 1943. Consigned to Malta to  British anthorities 
December 17th. repeat December 17th~ 1943. 

3. Adrnirdty record ships hand~d to Yugoslavia at .tome date between 
April z ~ s t ,  i w ~ )  and Aphl 1946. 

4, Intend to make fur the^ signal whm C.-in-C. Mediterranean reports 
again. 

$ECRE~ARY OF - S T A ~  FOR FOREIGN Am~rns.  

II- 1 

Cypher O .T.P, 
From : Foreign Ofice. To : Tlie Hape. 
Dtspatched : 8-15 am. GMT 9/1-1/48. Rec'd : g am. 9/11/48. 
No. 1225 of 9th Navcmber, 1948. 

S#mt 
Following from Admirdty for Dodds telegram og1741Z. 

B q k s  
Admiralty rnmsage 091325 ZJhTov. Commander-in-Chief , Medit er- 

m ~ m ,  now reports : "ART0 8r839A and further t o  my 0~82,230A.. 
Further search reveals that both these ships grrived Mdta fràm Taranto 
ex-Levant November rxth, 1943. Commander Saksida, K,Y .N., inspected 
t l ~ e r n  aE Malta in Januarp, 1944. 

"2, The siiips remained at Malta in view of Yugoslav Govemment's 
refusa1 to allow I2.Y.N. ships t o  [gp.  undec 7 iransfm t o ]  Tito. Agreement 
rcached in Juiy 1945 that the ship should be sailed to Sibmik. Ships 
accoxdingly left Malta in Aogust for 13ari for onward routeing." 

1 

as. TELEGRAM5 FROM T E  AIR MTNSSTRY, UNITED KING- 
DOM, CONCERNIMG IVEATHER CONDITIONS A N D  THE ANGLE 

OF T I E  Sm AT SIBENRI ON OCTQBER rdth, 
17th AND 18th 1946 . 

I 
Cypher O.T.P, 
Rom : Foreign Office. To : The Hague. 
Deçpatdled 8.18 p.m. GMT 8/~1/48. RecfdVg P.m+ 8/rx/48. 
No. 1219 of 8th November 1948, 

Most immdiate 
sècret 

PoIlowing $rom Air Ministry telegram No. M.E.T.X. 5948, Novem- 
'ber 8 th  



Be*$ 
For Sir F. Nichoh. 
Reference yyor signal of November 5th requesting information for 

Sir HartIey Shawcross. 
Weather at Sebnico, Yngoslavia, on October 16th, October rSh 

and October 18th, rgq&r6th, Little low cloud and variable amount 
of liigh cIond during da?, clear at night, no min. Good visiliîlity Light 
nind at first inçreasing ta strùrtg north-east during the day. x ~ t h ,  
clor~dless, excellent visihility , fresh north-est at f i ~ i  falling hght 
dusing clay, Calm at night. rsth, no low cloud and high or medium 
çloud only in smaU amounts. Clex at night. Very good visibility. Light 
variable wirids. No reports rif m c m e d  sunshine, but sunshine on 17th 
)vas probably the. maximum possible mount ,  somewhat l e s  on rSth, 
md less on 16191, but stdi substantial arnounts. 

InformatiSn about angle of sun folIows. 
'Tirne of arigin 08x700. 

Ends. 

II 
Çypher 0,T.P. 
From : For&@ Office. To : The Hague. 
Despatched rI p.m, G.M,T, 81x1 48. Rec'd 12.5 anm. gJrrJ4S. 
No. 1221 of 8th November, 194 1. 
Most immedi& 
Sr& 

FoIIowing for Air Attache frorn Air Ministry, London, telegram 
METX 5957 of November 8th. 

Jlegim 
For Sir P. Nichols. 
Reference yùur signai November 8th regiiesthg information for 

Sir Hartley Sl-iawcross. 
Azirnath of sun from North an Weber 17th was 233 degrees at 

1515 hours and 244 degrees a+ 1615 hours. Sun's elevation abave the 
horizon on the same date \vas ZI degrees at 1515 hours and rr degrees 
at 161 j hoursl. The values on neighbouririg days were substantially 
the samc. 

,4li times are I O C ~  not repeat not Greenwich mean t h e ,  
T.O.O. o81gooZ. 

Tkrn; h v e  to be cor~ected t a  conform w* s m e r  time which was in Zme 
during Octobet in Yugoslavia by adding one hour, ire. for "rgt5" read "1615" and 
f o r " 1 6 r ~ " r e a d " r ~ x g " , [ N o i e b y ~ e  A g e ~ b u f M e B ~ f i s ~ i G o o e m m ~ f . ]  ' 



27. PHOTOGRAFHS OF MINES FQUND DURING 
THE SWEEF ON NOWBIBER xgth, 1946 

Nom : These photographs had been submitted to the Se&@ 
Corncil In 1947 and wcre rnarked VI (b)  and VI (cl* 

[sa s f i d t i d  * o ~ u , W ~ ? I ]  

28. TREATY OF FRIENDSHIP AND MUTUAL ASSISTANCE 
BETWEEN YUCiOÇLAVIA AND ALBANIA 

(JW gfi, 1946 l )  

[Sa Uniid NaWclzs Treaty Series, Vol. I ( ~ g & - r ~ ~ ~ ) ,  #, 81.1 

29. ECONOMTC A G E E M E N T  BETWEEN YUGOSLAVTA 
AND ALBANIA (NOVEMBER ~ 7 t h ~  1946 1) I 

Both High Contracthg Parties bind thekselves to harmonize tlie 
economic plans of both corntries on a mutual bais .  For the realizatia~r 
of this aim co-srdinational organs (bodies) shall be fomed. The CO-ordi- 
nationd organ (body) for the hamonization of the economic plms of 
both countrieç loi11 be formed before the 15th Decernber, 1946. 

Within three months fram the day of s-g of thii Agréement the 
1 Governent of the People's Republic of Albania shaU equalize in vdue 

its currency unit, the Albanian lek, with the Yugoslav dinar. 
The Government of F.P.R.Y. binds itself to extend to the Govern- 

ment of the 1-eople" sepublic of Albania, hy means of impart. into 
the People's Republic of Albania, goods and matenal isitmded for 
economic =habilitation in a marner and to an extent which shail 'be 
prakided for by economic plans (hamnized )  in conformarice with 
Article r, ail the indispensable aid for the realization of the  Atknian  
economic plan, and also ta ensure the movement of go& (traffic in 
goods or trade in goods) indispensable to  the maintenance of the 
Albanian lek on a parity with the Yugoshv dinar. 

Currency circulation in the People's sepublic of AEbania shall be 
equal (proportional) to. the cirrrency circulation in F.P.R.Y. hatring 

1 The date did nokappw onthecopy filcd. 
1 



regattd for the numerical position of the population and economic pùwer 
of hoth msountries. 

Until such tirne as the rnonetary refom prwided for in Article 2, a 

Clause 1, of this Agreement is carried into effect, the G o m m e n t  of 
the People's Republic of Abania shall introduce on its territory the 
p~ice  systm and the priees which exist on the territory of F.P.R.Y. 

The G o m m e n t  of F.P.R.Y, and the G o m m e n t  of the People's 
Republic of mania bind themçelves ta abolish within one month from 
the day of the signing of this Agreement the custonis fronhei and 
=toms duties betwecn bûth çountries, thus creating a single customs 
tercitory. 

Tlie system and the customç tariff s in force on the single &mm 
.taritory shaU be those which apply (are in force) in F.P.R.Y. Goods 
shall be passed through castoms by the eompetent organs of tlre High 
Contracting Party through whoçe frontier they are imported, and the 
sums coUeckd shall helong to that High Çontracting Party for whom 
the goods are intended. 

I n  order that the efficacious application O£ the of the 
preceding clause shalt k ensured, an  Albano-Yugoslav Mixed Custorns 
Commission s h d  be fomed on the territory of the People's Republic 
of Albania. 

A&& 4 

This Agreement s h d  mi for th* pars from the day of signature. 
II s h d  be automatidly pmlariged for a period of ten years, except 
in the event of revocation. 

Revocation m u ç t  be notifIed in writing at 1-t one par &fore the 
expiry ai each period formen in the preceding clause, 

This Agrment cornes in. force from the day of signature, and the 
exchange of ratification instsuments shdl be carried out in Belgrade, 
at  the latest, one mont11 fmm the day of signature, 

30- "MARINKALEETDER rg47" 
[ No# ? s @ o d d  -1 
-- 

3". "XFIOOL ~ N D *  COLLEGE ATLAS" 

(LONDON: 6. nt, BACON & CO.) 

[ Nui refirdwcad.] 



33. "SERIAL MAP SERVICE ATLAS" 

( I . o ~ ~ N ,  19471 
[Nat ye?prdzccd,j , 

34. "THE CITIZEN'S ATLAS OF THE WORLD" 

35. ROUGH WPY OF LOG OF THE: "MAURITIUS" , 

[See sp&l S I ~ H P P F ~ , ]  

36, DOCUMENT SR417ING THE Dll?BEREMCES BEmEN 
THE ENTRES TN THE LOGBOOK (FAIR COTY) AND THE 

. ROUGH LOG OF TEE "MAURITIUS" 

, 1342-Fix. etc. 
1345-Hands to General Quar- 

ters, assumecl Q.G. State 1. 
. qm-aJc. 026" 

- 1430-ale. 0x4' 
x#F"/c. 3 1 0 ~  
1636-Cape Drasti 2rg0 

Cape Kiqhali 123' 
1650-skp stopped 

r71j-ship stopped 
approximate position 
3g055 'N 19~54 'E 
Courses and speerls various 
to maintain position. 

1 6 5 ~ h i p  stopped, murses and 
speeds various t o  main tain 
approxhate position 
39% 'N q 0 5 4  
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37. TBKEE FRAGMENTS OF THE MINE 
WHICH STRUCK "VOLAGE'" 

38. EXTRACT FKOM REPORT DATED MAY zgth, 1946~ 
FROM REAR-ADMIRAL HLNAHAN, ADDRESSED TO THE 

COMMANDER-IN-CEIIEF OF T m  MEDITERKANEAN 
KEPORTIKG THll PnOCEEY3WG.S OF TFlE SQUADRON UNDER BTS CUKWAND 

. FOR THE FERIOD ,4PRlL 2gtb To MAY ~ 5 t h ~  1946 (PARAGRAFE 23, RELATING 
TO THE PASSAGE OF THE SQtJADRON THROUGH THE COKl?Q' CHANNEL ON 

PUY 15th 1946) 

At 0825 on 15th May a I was approaching Corfu by the northem 
&amel, and followIxig Medri route 18/34~ H .M. Ships Ohm and S@erb 
xveie fired on fvithorit mtning from thc vicinity of Porto Edda, Albxnia 
(Chart 206). The splashes w p a  ï~nmistakabl~ those of N-E, shell of 
about +inch cdibre. Fmm IZ t c i  zo rounds w e l  fired. the firing lasting 
until 0837, and judging from the number of shorts towards the end, 
it eeased only when the s11ips were out of range, ?liough there m r e  a 
nurnba of o v m  as weii as shorts, the  ships weve not hit. Three minutes 
&fore the first romd a t u r n  of about roo' t o  starboard had been 
started, to foilqw the Medn route ; this brmght the ships' stem on to 
Port Edda and a considerable increase in speed \vas the most *pro- 
priate action to take o\virm~ to tlie proximity of minefields, No gnn 
flashes could be seen. An imAdiate report ko yosi and t o  the Admiralty 
was made in m message 150904 May. Subsequent enquiries and action 7 have hem dea t with by signal but a sommari& report wiU be for- 
warded, for record purpnses. The incident was tvitnessed by the Greek 
H,D.M,L. Rarya, nhich had corne out from Corfu to meet rne. It was 
also seen from the Greek military postç at the northetn end of Corfu 
and was already cvidely known when I mchcci the anchorage. 

3g, "WARSHTPS OF 'TRE WORLD" 
( V I Ç T ~ R Y  EL)fTTO3, u d . ~ . )  

[ N d  rt$;vodw&diJ 

40. TWO SKETCmÇ MADE 'RTS LIEmNANT-COhTMAESZIER 
KOVACTC AT THE REAMNG ON NOVEMXER zqth, 1948, 

MORNING1, SHOWLFTG ONE OF THE YüGUSLAV SHIPS FUTH 
THE RAILS AND MINELAPING MECHANISM 



4r. PHOTOGIZAPH OF PANIKOVAC COTE ON WKïCK 
LIEmANT-COMMANDER KOVACIC DREW AN ARROW 
SHOWING THE E N T W C E  TO THE TUNNEL USED -AS 

A MINE STORE 
(HEARING OF NOVEMI3ER 24th. r948, MORNINGl) 

LSm s$acid vohrns:] 

42. TWQ PIANS OF THE REGION OF SIBENIR ON WHICK 
LIEUï'ENANT-COINMANDER KOVACIC W MARKET3 r 

43. REPORT OF THE 153rd MNEWEEPING FLOTZLLA 
(OçTOBER 8th, ~gqqj  ON THE SWEEPING OF Tm3 .KORCLEA 

AND SCEDRO C I W N E L S  

ENCLOSURE NO. -3  TO MEDITERRANEAN LETTER 
DATEII ~1st NOVEMBER, 1944 

Sub ject : 153rd MIS F~LLA-ININE~IVEEPIF~G REPORT 

F m  : The Captain MIS Meditercanean. 
Date : 7th November, 1944. Nb : 5225)17/7 
To : The Conimander-in-Chief, Meditcknean. 

The enclostd minesweeping report fram the senior oficer, ISF$ 
MIS Flotilla, with ttacing and accompanying correspondence, k for- 
warded. 

2. It is regxetted that R.M. I3,Y.M.S. 2077 has since bem nink by 
mine, resulting in the death af Lieu tenant-Commander Call. 

(~zgjzèd) [IllegibEe], 
&mander,  
for Captain 

{Absent on sick leave), 

- w- 
I = Sm Vol. III, p. 333. , 

i~ m m m .  PP- 530 and 533. 



OTKEIC DOCUMENTS St78nITTED (u.E.) 7 3 
h m  : The Senior Naml Oficer, Via 
Date : 9th Oçtober, 1944. Na. zS3/oz. 
TU ! The Fllag Oficer, Taranto and Adriatic. 

(Copy t o  : Commander, Jlinesweeping, Adriatic. 
Senior Officar, r53 Minesweepng Flotilla,) 

A copy of a minesweeping report re&ivecl from f i e  senior officer, 
x55 Minewetping Flotilla, is fomrded hemmith, for onward t m s -  . 
mission fo Admiraity. 
2, The objcct of the operations, was to dear the channels between 

the DaIrnation Islands far ps ib le  future operations and for the eventual 
passage of relief ships to Yugoslav parts. 

Tlie mines swvept were in ail c t w s  from old pre-\var Yugslav defensive 
mincfields, S o t  one mine exploded whm sunk by gunfire from the 
M.Ls, and from their condition it i . ~  d~ubtful  whether in fact any of the 
mines were still active. 

5- Thc clexance: of this large numbcr of mines, çmkd ont by a 
unit which for the greater part of the t h e  tonsisted only a l  two ships, 
reflectç very creditably upm the senior o%ccr, Lieut.-Commander 
F. J. Call, R.N.R, The completion of the eperation In nine d a p s  involvied 
very liard ivork by ail personnel concerncd, partictilarly as no separate 
dan-laying craft tyere ;tvailable, and the swmpers had to recover their 
own dans on cmpIetion of each days çweeping. . 

4. In general I was particirlarly favourably irnpresed with t h e  
eficiency of the craft which carried out this operation : Theit mine- 
swee-ping was excellent, their W/T communications and coding wete 
exemplary, and the hard warking enthmiasrn of al1 personnel was very 
commendable indeed, During their short stay in Vis the various craft 
swept a total of 156 mines. 

(S igf id j  XURGAN GILES, 
Lieut.-Commander, R.N., 
Senior naval officer, Vis, 

From : Senior I0ffimr, 153rri MJS Flotilla. 
Date : 8th October, rg44. 
To : S,N.O., Vis. 

The f ollowing infsmaticin is required by y ou to  enable you t o fonvard 
report ta  Adrniralty and Local Minesweeping duthority in accordarice 
with paras. rom and 1oo3{z) of C.B, 04031 : 

Ir) Rraw of: chumd beifig char&. 
IComla and S d r o  t h n e f s  between latitudes 42658'30"N and 
43°07'30'''N and longitudes 16'3g'30'E and 16'45'30r'E, AdmITalty 
Cliast 2712 Adriatic. 



(2) Szeieeping f oumaiim and $eed mic7 p e c n d  made 
G fornation, 8 knotç, s e  remarks for check weep. 

(3) T$e of WEI# us& and sj5awSg of mtkrs. 
Mark I I I x  a n d  with V cutter at end of sweep. 

(4) (b) "O" 5wsufi. Depth of Kit6 ami akfers. Amant of me@ mirs. 
Xite 13 fathoms. Multiplane 4 fatlioas. Sweep wire z j o  fathom. 
On lap wliere double oropesa was used 21 fathoms kite wire veered. 

(6) N m e s  of sweefie7.s enupJoyd. 
See diary of eve~lts, 

(7) Sirmgth a.tid dir~cta'm of ii&l ~&eams s n c o m t e ~ d .  
See rmarks. 

(8) FFind, sea, weather (Beauf0B.t sede). .. 
See diary of events. 

(9) Pos3io-u of mck whe a q h t  qb. 
As indicated on tracing and see remwks. 

(IO) Ty#e of miwas mf i t  u$. 
Mooced mines, appearance above wattter ylindrical, with . f i t  
top and hande-shaped construction disposihoned céntmtly. 'lm 
prominerit white pieces of material iike porcelain terminais visible 
centrally. Five korns equally spaced and protruding horizontaiiy 
from top of mine .  

(II) DlsfssaL of ma'ws. 
Sunk by gun fire. 

[ f a )  Cozarses Behg shwd when mirna m m  swqbt t+5. 

I No. of minm 

4 
1 XXX 
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h p  Na. Comx No. of mina 

23 - 280 3 (see remarks) 
25 280 2 

26 I O 0  3 
27 280 4 
z'3 230 1 

280 3 31 
33 280 2 ' 

36 X ( M  2 
37 280 3 
38 100 1 

39 280 I 
41 280 1 

44 280 L (sec remarks) 
5 1  090 5 
52 270 5 
53 2 
55 090 I 
54 270 2 
57 0-Y 4 
58 27'3 3 
59 IO0 3 
60 280 3 
7 180 1 

74 180 ,. 2 
75 ooa 1: 

(x3) Rawwks. . 
Iri Lap 23,4  mines were actuaUy swept, but r mine fauled BYMS 
zoog's sweep and in attempting to clear srne, sweep parted and 
mine remoored. Mine was reswept in Lap 44 by BYMS zQ71 
(sw diagamj. 

J h e  to m a l l  number ef vesxk avaiiabie, the check weep was 
carriecl ont sweeping double ,oropesa, G formation, albeit consort 
was stationed loo yards oukide of flciat. 

Five laps were carried out in Scedro Charnel with n~gative 
rcsulh . 

Sirteen laps were arried out in ~ o r & l a  Channel, I mine being 
cut in the ath and tenth laps and two mines in the ninth lap. Two 
of these were obviously dxagged in stveep and rernoored, being 
cut closc to line of dans tbat were Iaid for clearance sveep. 

Station lceeping hy consort left a lot to bc desired and I t  may 
be due t o  this that the other two were not cut in clearance sweep. 

The tidd streams cncouatered have varid from to I h o t ,  
€lie direction beirig mled by the wind of the moment. Since this 
h a  been variable in sfrength and direction, a day-to-day assesment 
is not practicable. 

(15) D i u ~ y  of nrslets. 
28.9.44. Weather unfavourable for sweeping operations. 



z 4.44. J i n d  vasiable €rom easterly, force 2, sea and s w d  20. 
deather  cloudy. Sweepe-BYMÇ. 2077 and zmg. H.D.Y.L. 
1163 for mine didisposal. 5 laps, 17 mines. 
30.9'44. Wind N,E . , force I. Sea calm. Weather clondy. Visi bilify 8. 
Swecrpers BYMS 2077 and zogg. H.D.M.L. 1163 for mine disposal. 
8 laps, zx mine. 
r.xo,44. Wind N.E, force x. Sea c h .  ,Weather fine. Visibility. S. 
Sweepers BYMÇ 2077 and zoog. H.D.M.E. 1163 for mine disposal, 
reiieved at 1500 Sy R-D.M.L. 1241. gb laps, 31 mines. 

2.~0.44. Wind vasiable, increasing tci $orce 3 at 1800, Weather 
beginning cloirdy, deteriorating yith rain and sp l l s .  Sea and 
sweU 20. Stileepers BYMÇ 2077 and 2009. H.D.M,L. 1241 for mine 
disposal. 8 laps, 13 mines. . 

3 .IO.@. qao-Weathet uni table  for s\vee:ping. 
11où-Weather moderating; an-ived mine area ts corn- 

mence sweeping . tVind vari able f r m  North. Weat hm cIoudy . 
Visibility 7. Seri and swell 30. Sweepers EYMS 2077 and 2009. 
H.D.M.L. 1241 for mine disposal. 7 laps, ICI mines* 

4 . 1 0 , ~ .  Joined am. b BYMS 2287; Wind N,N.E., force T, 
Weather fine, visibility Sea and sweIi oo. r j  laps, 4 mines. Ares 
south of SCEDRO Island: cleared apart fimm check sweep. Sweepm 
RYMS 2077, 2009, 2187. H.D.MIL. r241 for mine disposai* 

5. ~0.44. Weather tmsuitabk for sweeping operations. 

6.1b.44. Wind variable. with veloeitg up to fone 2.  Weather 
cloudy. Visibiliiy 7. Sea and d l  10. Sweepers BYMS 2077, 2009, 
2187, H.D.M.L. 1241 fw mine disposai.. IO laps, 28 rnines. 2nd lap 
of day was considerd unsatisfactory aqd was reswept on 4th Iâp 
wlth negative result, 

7.ro&. Wid E,N.E., force r, Weaiher clondy. VisibiQty 7, Sea 
and swell oo. Sweeprs BYMS 2077, 2 0 3 ,  2187. H.D.M.L. 124~ 
for mine disposal, EYMS mq detailed to recoves dans. BYMS 
2077 and 2187 carried out check sweep of SCEDRO Channel. 
Check meep completed with negative results, Cornmencd check 
sweep of KORCULA ChanneI, and &ter 7 laps BYMS 2x87 repo-ted 
defective engine. B W S  2187 retumed to VELA JJKA to invwt- 
igate, sweeping being abandaned for day. 

8.10.44. ~ i n d  E., force I. Weather doudy. Visibility 7, aea and 
swell IO. BYMS 2 187 returnd to KOMTZA with defective reductian 
gear. BYMS 2077 and zoog completed check sweep, 4 mines k i n g  
swcpt in RORCULA Channel (see rwnarksj . Total mines for ma- 
SCEDRO Charnel 28, ICORCULA Cl-iannel noo. Ships retvrned 
to KOMTZA. 

(Sigwd)  FR'EDK. JAS. CAf-t, 
Act, Temp, Lt,-Comdr., R.N.R,, 

S.O. ~ ~ 3 r d  MIS Motilla. 
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5 a ~ ~ e  

MIKESWEEPliuc REPORT 

(Senior naval  office^^ Vis' letter Na, z53Joa datd 9th October, 1944) 

11 
No. T.A. 836146. 
C6mmanderJn-Chief, 
Meditemanean Station. q 

(through Captain ME, M e d i t m e a n ,  
copy to : Senior Naval OfhLer, Vis,) 

Taranto, 
~ 3 r d  October, 1944. For Rem-Admiral. 

(Enclosure to the commanding officm H.M.5, Volage's letter dated 
~ 3 r d  October, zg46.j 

ofiws 
Commander R, T, Paul, Royal Navy. Commanding officer 
Lieutenant W, D. S. Scott, Royal Bavy. First lieutenant 
Lieutenant P. S. Hicks-Beach, Royal Navy. Gunnery officer 
AlLieutenant (E) S. A, Nash, Royal Navy. Engin~er officer 

R d q s  a , 

Petty Officer 8. R. Hepple. PI JX. r 44460 Gunkery iristrrlctor 
Pet@ Officer E. A. Thatcher. PjJX. 154957 Torpedo h~tructor 
Petty Officm Steward G,Nignace. E/LX 2306 r Wardroom petty 

afficer steward. 

45. GERMAN FILES RELATING TO MINE STOCKS 
[Sse spscial d o l ~ m . ]  



46. ORIGINAL OF T m  REPORT OF PROCEEDTNG5 OF THE 
"LEANDER" MADE BY CAPTAIN OTWAY XUTNVEN (QCTOBER 
23rd, 1946) l, WITH SIGNATURE CERTIFED BI- CAPTAIN SELBY 

[Ses spa Aat eioluw ,] 

47. TYPEITRfITEN COPY OF 'IHË REPORT OF THE "VOUGE'  
M E  ON OCTOBER a 3 d ,  1946, RY COlTMmTD.ER PAULa, IVTTEI 

CERTIFTCATE BY COIIUKTANDER PP4UL 
[See speciaJ siolwme.] 

48. ORIGJXAL OP REPORT SEFI' BY TUCAR-ADMXW 
IiINAXAN ON MAl' 29th. ~ ~ 4 6 ,  TU COMMANDER-IN-CHIEP, 
~IIITERRANEAN, ON PROCEEDSNGS OF HIS SQUBf)RON 
FROM U R I L  39th TO MAY zgth, rg46, MTTR SIGNATURE 

CERTIFIED l3Y COhlMAnsDER WHI'îFORD 
[Set sfieciab ztolcwze.] 

49. SKETCH W E  RY LIEWENANT-COMR5ANDE1P ROVACf C 
AT THE HEARING ON TRI? MORNING OF NOWMBER zBth, 
1948", SAOJWNG T.HX POSITION OF "MLJET" AND "MELJIME" 
AS HE SACY THEM ON THE EVENING OF OCTOBER 17th OR 

r8th, 1946~ ABOUT 18.30 HQURS 

50. PLXN OF ENVIRONS OF S ~ E N I K ,  ON WHICH LEUTE- 
NANT-COMMANDER KOVACIC 'RIARKED TEE SITE OF THE 

WOUSE FROM WHKH HE SAW SIIE "mmT" AND THE 
"MELJIW' ON OCTOBER 17th OR 18th. 1946, ABOUT 18.30 
ROURS (FITARING OP NOVEIcfl3ER z6th, 1948, MORNING4) 

 SR^ qe15ak rioh~tze,! 

A photmpy had dready been fifed, see No. 13, p. gr. 
This tra~qng replace the hack-chart made on D e c i b e r  25th. 1 ~ 4 6 ,  and filed 

nq h n e x  7 to t h e  United Kingdam Rfemmial: 
A photowpy had alroady been filed, see No. rr, p. 48. 

' Set: Vol. Ill, p. 621. 
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$1, SICETCH MADE BY LIEUTENANT-COMMANDER HOVACIC 
AT THE HEARING IN THE AEFERNOON OF NOVEMBER 291, . 

19481. SHOWING THE POSITION OF "MLJET" AND "MELJINE'" 
IN RELATION TO THE MOUTH OF T m  TUNNEL OF 
PANIKOVAC COVE, ON OCTOBER 17th OR x8tI1, 1946, 

ABOUT 16-30 HOURS. 

52. TWD SKETCFES MADE BY LIEUTENANT-COASMASDER 
KOVACTC AT THE HEARING TH TEE AFTERNOON OF NOVEM- 
BER z6tli, x94G2, SHOfVING ' Ç H E  MmU3WRE MADE BY THE 
"&ILJET"' AND "MELJINE" TO FACILITATE 'I'E'LE LOADING OF 
THE MINES, AND THE POSITION UT TEE TITI0 VESSELS 

DURING THE LOADXNG 

[Ses @eciad ua1~me.] 

53. SKETCH SHOWING A lTINES1VEEl3ER WTH TTS CABLE 
CUTTING THE MOORIMG OF A MINE. AND A MINE ALREADY 

SWEPT 

(SKETCH II-~DE BY COMMANDER SWQKDER A ~ V  SHOWN ao THE c o r n  AT 
TEE KEARINE O N  THE MORNINC 01; NOVEMBER 22nd, 1948 '1 

[Se: q5ecrtal ~ioZumd.] 

54. DIAGRAM SROWING SWEEPS OF MOOFED MINES, 
rao % SAPE 

(MADE BY COMMANDER SWORDER AND SFTOWN TO TTIE: COURT AT THE 
KEAIUNG ON THE MORNING OF NOVEMBER ~ 2 n d ~  19489) 

55. PHOTWRAPH SHOIVIMG "MAURITJUS" AND 'TAUMAREZ" 
AT1TER TEE EXPLOSION 

[See spetica& P O E U M C . ~  
-- 

Sec Vol. IH, p. 584. 
r ,  i, i r  i PP. 663-6644.. 

a ,+ , P. 439. 
A This giotograph was subrnitted to t h  Security Conmil in 5947 and was 

dumbercd II (a), A. 4. - 



56. MAF OF SIBENIK, FROM US. ARm (SCALE r/jo,ooo) 

[See s$scid sùlwme.] 

57. ADMIRALTI' CHART No. 158~: APPROACH TO SIBEMIK 
HArnOITR 

58. AIR PHOTOÇWK (No. 4025) OP SIBENIK AND PANIKOVAC 
COVE 

59. PAGE OF AN ILLUSTRATED PAPER, SHOWING THE VXEW 
OVE'R THE SEA FROM A HOUSE SITUATED NEAR KERIÇ'S 

- HQUSE 

-p. 

60. TRACING OF PLAN ON DIAGRAM OF PANEL<OVAC COVE 
MADE E1i' YUEOSLAV HYDROGIZAPRIC INÇTITUTE, ' 

NOVEMRER mth, ~9481 I 

61. TELEGRAM RECETVED FROM ROM32 BY KINGDOM 
DELEG-ATXON, CONCERNING WEATHER REPORTS PUBLISITEb 

AT SIBENfK ON OCTOBER 17th r8th, 1946 

c4%twaud - 3 

. ,.. 
Rome 

Normal dist. IO The Bape 
of 24th November, 194 a059 24.11.48 
Eu c l à r  

Addreçsed t o  The Hague tel. Na. ro of 24th Novcmi>er. repeated 
immediate F.O. No. ISIS and Gving to Belgrade No. 70. 
My telegram No. g [of November q rd ]  : Corfu Mining ,W. , 



' 
The following rneteort31ogîcal bulletins were issued f r m  Siberiik on 

the 17th and 18th ûctober, 1946, for &ra Spalato and Lagosta : 

r@k Octobm 
At 13.00 hours Spalato wind NNW. force e doua mil. 
Lagosta and Zara no record. 

At 19-00 hourç 5pIato calm dodd nil. 
Zara calm cloud nil. 
Lagcista wind NfV. force 3 claud ni!. 

At 13.00 houn Spalafs no record. 
Zara tvind N. force r clorid 7/10 liigh. ' 
bgosta wind NNW, force 2 chud ~/rothç. 
At rg.oo houn Spalato wind NNW. force z cloud xlxothç. 
Zam and Lagmta no record. 
F.0, please pass Saving to Belgrade as my tel.  No. 70, 

62. REPLIr BY TECE UNITED RINGDOM EXPERTS TO QUES- 
TIONS PUT TD THE MIXED COhfMI'I'TEE OF EXPERTS BY 

JUDGE &ER ON NOVEMBER 30th, 1948: 

(1) TVA5 THE LTGRT SUVICIENT AT 17'35 H O W  Tû ENABLE LiEUTENANL' 
COMMANDER XOVAGIC T0 SEE TIIE VESSELS MOORE0 IN PANIKUVAC COVB ? 
(2) IF THE LlGHT \V,QS SUFFICIEErT, WQULD &E YlEW HAVE BEEN INTER- 

RUPTED BY THE LIE OF LAND ? 

A, In examining the first point ra_ised in thcse questions, namely, was 
t h e  suficient light at  17-35 for Commander Kovacic tu see the s b i p  

1 

lying in Pandcovac Çove, the naval experts of the United Kingdorn 
Uelegation have taken into consideration the foHowing facts : 

x ,  The sky was mclouctccl; 
2. The time-17.35-was only 24 mimtcs after snnset ; 
3- The observer was locjking acrass mater from a height not l e s  

than 2r0 feet above sea level ; 
4. T t  is known from experience that objech over ivater c m  

o f t ~ n  be seen for a longer time after sunset than they c m  be seen 
over land. 

The naval experts of the United Ilingdom Delegaiion therefore 
cansicler that there was sufficient light at 17.35 an 17th Octisber, 1946, 
for Commander Kovacic to have seen the ships in Panikovac Cove and 
to have distinpished sufficient detail t o  have established in Es o m  
rnind that tliey were fully loaded with mines. 

R, \?rith regard to  the second pomt raised in Judge EEer's qnestions, 
namely, if there ms suffiçient light muid Commander Kovacic's view 
have k e n  obstfucted by land, the naval experts of the United Kingdorn 
Delegation state as follows : In order to determine whether or nut land 
woulci have obstructed the view from Keric's houx it is first necessnry 
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to  ascertain the position of the sliips in Pmikovac Cove and secondiy to 
trace the line of sight bebveen that position and the terrace of Keric's 
houst. ' 

1. (T) The posiii& of the ski$$ in the cos18 : 

In order t o  ascertain this the foUoiving da& 4ri addition to Commander 
Ke~acic's evidence 11as been used : , 

(a) The Yugoslav plan of Panikovat Cove provided by the  .Ubanian 
Delegat ion ; 

(b) The p.oition of the three-fathm line abraineci from Phai- 
rdty Çhart No. 1581 ; 

(c) The position and extent of mider-water obstrnctians in the head 
of the cove ftom the aenzl phhotograph Ne. qoa5 can bt  seen by 
magnifying g l a s  (çee note r on page 843; 

Id)  A tracing prepared h m  the plan referred to in (a) above show- 
ing the position of the three-fathom line and the obstnictiunç. 
Super-impoçed on this txacing are the trva skips, positiorred as 
far i11 the cave as is considered reasonable for sifety. 

(a) The Yugoshv plan of Panikovac Cave gives no information 
tegarding the depths af >vater in tlie cove ~lor of any under- 
water obstructions 'therein : 

(b) The aerial yhotograph No, 4025 is precke h its positioning 11-E 
the obstructions. fSee note z on pagc 84.5 

Taking into acconnt :- 
(a) the obstructions referred to in 1 (1) ( 6 )  above 
( b )  the position of the three-fathm iine refend t o  in I Ir) Eh) 

above 
[c) thc probable gradient of the bottam of the sea i n m d s  from 

the three-fathom (18 feet) line, giving twO fathoms (12 leet} 
half way up tlic cove 

Cd} infairnation supplied by Commander Kovzcic tlrat the head 
of Me cove and the western çide were shdow and that the 
quay on the norkh-eastern side was a made-up quay, i,e. not 
water edge or sloping beaçh as might appear (çee note 3 on 
Page 84) 

(6) the infomiatkn @ v a  in "Jans's Fighting Ships" that the 
M-class minelayers rcqnied over 13 feet of water to float 

tve m i d e r  t h d  the M-clas minelayers couid certainiy nrit have 
been berthed at t h e  head of the cove and could only have bcen 
berthed in the 'outet half vith safety tram grounding. 

TVe have, thercfore, selected the positions of the ship çhown 
on the traçing as the furthest inw~ard positions in which t h e x  ships 
could have been berthed. 



(1) It is necessary 'to establiçh the  contours an the point of land 
(marked "X" on the tracing submitttd by the United Kingdom 
Delegation as Document No. 5 )  and for this purpose the Yngo- 
slav plan of Panikovac Cove has been mployed. I t  is also 
necessary to establiçh tlie height above tlie water of the mines 
when embarked in the minelayers. 

(2) The Yugoslav plan of Panikovac Covc shom on the lower 
half of the  Document No, r submitted by the Albanian Govern- 
ment appears reaçanably accurate exçept that i t  is obsetved. 
that the contours on the point north-east of Panikovac Cove 
(marked " X  on the tracing referred to in (1) above) are ob- 
tained from only hri spof heights and do not comform with the 
configuration of the point as seen in photographs Nos. 11, 
III and V, submitted by the Albanian Govemment, The 
pliotogra hs show that this point ' X X "  is 1ow to the south-ext . 

and rea JI es the positions of the spot heights in a concave 
gradient, {See notes 4 and 5 an page 84.) 

(3) The deck of the bT-class mineTayers is estuaated from the 
photograpli in "jsme's Fighting Ships" t o  'oe six feet above .the 
mter and the top of the  mines would thcrefore have been 
1x1ls feet above the water. 

(4) The line of sight from the temace of Keric's house t o  the ships 
is in the direction of 214 degrces, \Ire calculatecl that any land 
on point 'XX" lligher than feet ~vould block the view of the 
top of the mines but nothing lower would. (Pholgraph V 
submitted by the Albanian Guvernment shows this view.) 
We have dram on thc trachg ~eferred t o  in 1 Cr) fd) above a 
line ivhich show where the view of the mines on deck becornes 
obstruçted l>y the point. It can Ire seen from this line on the 
traclng that about ja feet of Ille after porhori of the  ships is 
esyosed to view and of the rsst of the ships the funnets and 
super-stmcture were also probably visible. 

(a) a view of continuons rows of mines on deck ; 
(b) the csssation vf activiey with the derricks ; 
(c) the rcberthing of the outside ship completcly side by side with 

the inside ship as clistinct h m  dongside but stem projecting 
to rear of stem of inner ship. 

TI. I t  is çonsidered that ail these points could have been observecl 
from the tenace of Keric's house at 17.35. It k iurther considered 
that in fact the view may we1I have been more extensive than 
as indicated: 



(cm)  becanse the Yugoslav plan .shows a convex gradient, whereas 
the Nbanian photographs Nos, II, III and V show a mncave 
gradient ; 

(b) because tbe positions of the ships fhgk have been &osen are the 
furthest in tllat they are considered compatible with a respon- 
sible degree of çafety. 

X. The under-water ~'tistrwctions in the aerial photopph No, qozg 
can be seen. by using a rnagnifying glas, 3t  wiii be observed that tlre 
obmctions are positioned so as to  preclude the use of the qnay an the 
south-western - side of the cove. 

2. In aerial photùgraph No. 4025 a shîp is shown almgside the quay 
on the  north-eastern side at the head of the cove. Examination by 
mag-nifying glas of the shadvw cast by Ilhe ship in the photograph shows 
that this ship resembles a landing craft of a type which the  Itaiianç and 
Germans are known to have possessed. This type of ship rcquites only 
g ta 6 feet of watcr in which t a  float, T h  ship cannot be an M-class 
minelayer. 

3. Infornation has since been given by Commander Kavacic, not in 
his evidence, that the north-east side of the quay had been buiLt up in 
order that  ships might berth there. The built-up part of ' the quay is 
clearly s h o w  on the Yugoslav plan of Panikovac Cove and is rnarked 
OD the tracing, Dacummt 5, submitted by tlie United Kingdam Delega- 
tion. 

4. On the Yugostav diagram, Kroki Uvale Fanikovac, submitted as 1 
Document I by the Albani& Goumment, there are twti sketclieç. 111 

the fmt sketch in the top Iialf of the  document is shown in elewtion 
the siope of land to the soufk-west of the cove, with trees on top of the 
slope, and a ship berthed on the south-western side of the cove. The 
angle of t h e  sun is shown as 8 degrees. h1one of theçe facts are admitted 

* by the naval experts t o  tlie United Kingdom Delegation, who maintah 
that the elevation of the land is doubtful, the height of the trees inw- 
curate, and the berthing of an M-cIaçs minelayer on the south-western 
side of the cove impossible: In the second sketch on the hwer half of 
the document a plan of Panikovac Cove is shown and this is referred 
lo  in para. II (2) on page $3. 
5, In stating conclusion (LX) in para. C. 1, above, we have assumdl tkat 

the  Yugodav plan of Panikovac Cove is accurate as ta contours but 
would refer to conclusion in para, C 11 [a). i 

($i'g~ad) E. K. D. SWORDER, 
Commander, K,N.V.R., 

Naval representative of the 
United Kingdom Delegation. 



63. LETTER FROM COMMANDER SWORDER TO =AR- 
ADMIRAL, i\lOULLEC, FORJVARDTNG A REVISION OF THE 
COMMON REPLIr 2 TO QUESTION 5 OF THE QUESTIONNAIRE 3 

BY *J"HE AGENTS SU33MISTEI) ON NOVEMBER &th, 1948, TO 
THE EXPERTS OF THE TWO PARTIES 

Hotel Wittebrug, 
The Hague, 

8th December, 1948. 

In our joint letter fwwarding agreed Questions md Anwers sub- 
rnitt~d to the Court ori 27th Novernber, 1948, and filcd a$ document 
numbcr E. II/r/Yz, yau wiU reçali that we could nwt agree on the answer 
to Question 5.  in fact, we eac1.i fnrbmitted separate answers as followa : 

(5 )  Two diagrams, in original only, A p p e d i ~ ~  "A"' and "Bu are 
çuh i t t ed  t o  show the time a! wklch a shadow would liave 
been cast on t o  a jetty tvheze minesr were being loaded. 

Appendix "A" attached to the çopy of the report submitted 
to the United Kingdom Delcgation is b a d  on Adrniralty 
Chart 1581 and shows this time to have b e n  1631- 

Appendix 'B"  attached to the copy of the report submittcd 
t o  the Albanian Delegation was prepared by the Yugosiav 
Hydrographie Inditute md s h w s  that the shadow would have 
betn cast when the sua bad an altitude of about 8" which 
occurred at about 1620. 

Bot11 these times can only be considcred a p p r o d t e  : 
(a) "1631" because App.mdix "A" is based on incomplete 

and inexact data ; 
( b )  "r6zo" because we. are unable ta  check Apphdix 

not baving the data on which it was based. 

III our joint letter submitted to t h  Court en the 6th Decernber, we 
fïied certain documents including a United States Army map of S i h i k  
md the Yqodav document Kroki Uvale Panikovnc. 'ïhese two docu- 
ments show the contoars tn the \vestwad of Panikovac Cwe,  which 
detailed information was not available befnre. In the light of this f rch  
information ~t wodd appear necessary 'for the previous ansrver to 
Question 5 to  be revised. I attach the revision mhich i-ve suggest and 
1 wtiuld he grateful if you cauld inform me whether you are prepared 
to agree it cr whethex you propose to çubmit an independent answer or 
to maintain the ansrver alreaciy filed. 

If I do nrit hear from you to the c o n t m ~  before ro la,rn.Thmday, 
Decemhr gth, 1 s h d  assume that you maintain the answer which you 
have already Med and transmit a copy of this letter and its annex to 
the Agent of the Unitecl Kingdom, who may desire to forward it to the 
Registrat. 

1 remain, etc. 
(Sigrasd) E, R. D. SWORDER. 
. ~ m r n m d e r ,  R.N.V.R. 
- 

1 See No. 2, p. i?q 
z 

h i  i, T. p. 123 . 



Anw x 

REWÇED REPLY BY COMMANDER S'IVORDER TO QUBST~OK 5 OF THE 
QVESLIOb4NAIRE SUBMITTED TO THE EXPERTS OF TTiX P A R T E S  

With reference ta the answer to question. No. 5, submitted by the 
naval experts of the United Kingdom Delegation in the agreed Questions 
and Answers and submitted ta the Court ou 27th Novernber, 1948, in 
Domment No. E,TL/I/p, the Unitcd Kingdoni Delegation wishes to  - sevise its statement regarding the t h e  of 16.31 wheri a sliadow c m -  
rnenced to be cast over 13mikovac Cove. 
2. Information fded with the Court on 6th December by the Albanian 

Delqation and the United Kingdom Delegation included the Yugashv 
Document No. E,II/l/77 ancl the U,S, Amy map of Sibenik, Apperidix 1 
to Annex I to l3ocument No. E,II/I]?8. On these two documents are 
shown the contours of the land to tlie west af Panikovac Cave. This - 

detailed information was not available before. The naval experts to the 
United Kingdom Delegatian are now, therefore, able to put in a more 
definite answer. 

3. The U.S. - b y  map al Sibenik shows th& the hills t o  the w&wafd 
- of Panikovac Cove rise to a height of between zo and . q ~  metres ~vhere 

they intercept tlie rays of the settiag sun. By asswing the greatest 
possible height of 40 metres or 12s feet, it has been calculated that the 

I 
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shadow should commence ta be c x t  over part of the cove where the 
ships were lying when the  altitude of the sur i  reached am anglç of qlJ, 
degres. Ry inspection of the diagram, Appendk~ A toDohiment E.11/I J7z 
refcrred to tn Para. 1, i t  can be seen that this dtitude occws at 16-45. 
The United Kingdom naval experts, thmefore, wish to  state that in tht3ir 
opinion the shadow cocommenced ts be cast at about 16.45, observing 
that the tr,S. m p  is the most secent a d  accurate source of informafian. 
4. The vafidity of the Yugoçlav Dcicument No. E.II/1/77 is not 

acceptecl ùy the United Kingdam naval experts, but nevertheles the 
problem has dso been worked out on the assumption that this document 
is correct with the followirig exceptions : 

(a) The height of tlie h-ees has been taken as 4 metres as appearing 
Irom photographs to be a more probable height than that of 
8 rnetres. 

(b) The distance of the ships which were on the east side has been 
taken as go metses f r m  the quay cia the tveçt çide of the çove 
as in Appndix 5 tç, Arinex 1 to Document E.PZ/Tj78 tracing, 
observing that the ships could not have been alongside the quay 
on the west side due to tlie obstructions shown on aeriai photo- 
@:ph ALppendix 3, Annex 1 t o  Document E.11/1/78, and that 
thls position, go metres f r o ~  t h e  quay, is considerd to have 
bem the position of the ships for the reasons given in Document 
E.IX/I/78. 

(cl For the purpose of ais question it is. important to know when 
the liglrt of the sun last shone on the mines and we have taken 
the height of the tops of the mines, which, as explained in 
Documents E,II/I/78, ,was 3 metres. 
The height of the tops of trem above the height b-f the tops of 
the minw was on tlie above date 

35 4- 4 - 3 metra - '16 metres. 



The distance of the shiPs from the point of intertepdan was 
85 f go rnetrm =: 175 metres. 

The angle of the sun at which fhe shadow would have reached 
,the tOps of the min& is therefore such that its tangent is equal t o  

16 : 175 = o , q  
This angle is, therefore, ~ 1 1 ~  degrtes, which, fm an inspeci5on 
of D i a p m  Apyendix A t a  Document E.ILjI/7z1 correponrled 
t o  tlie time 16.36. 

5, In condusion, fhe naval experts of the United Rlngdm Delegation 
rvish to state that, in thek opinion, taking into account dl the data 
avaaahle, the sharlow could mrtainlp not Imve been cast befme about 
16.36 and was more ptobably cast at about r6.45. 

64. APFIDAVSI BY M. XIVAN PAVLOV (DEC'Ehfl3ER rooth, rg48), 
CERTWE-ING THAT BETJYEEN OCTQBER ~ 3 r d  AND zath, 1946, 
IN  THE GULF OF KOTOR, HE SAW A YUGOSLAV MINELAYER 
OP THE "MELJINE'GLASÇ, MOVING TOWARDS THE FUEL 

REFILLING POINTS AT UDKA KOTORSTiA1 
I[ Trmslaiàon.] 

1, Zivm Pavlov, merchan t seaman, make cath and Say as follows :- 
I mas boni on the 16th March, 1916. I served sevm yem in the Royd 

Yugoslav Navy, rising from a boy to a petty officer telegraphist. :Between 
'the r t u t m n  of 1940 and April r94r 1 servcd on board the minelayer 

~ s i e b ,  In April '$41 T rvaç taken prisoner by tlie Genntins and was held 
in Gkrmany witil194 j in camp No. 20 near GreisiiaId in Pornonia. 1 was 
tlien liberateci by the  Russians and 1 returned to Yugoslavia In Septem- 
ber rgqs. I went ,to mg fatber rvho is a famer  in XÇikinda and stayed 
the= helping liirn, nntil a year later, at  Split, 1 joined the merchant 
sertrice, my first ship being the 5.5. Tirnoir, On joining tliis ship I becme 
a. mernber of the Union of the Harbour 'LVorkers and Seamen of the 
People's Republic of Yugoslavia and I annex m y  rnenibeehk tard 
No. 83051ti, together witli a French translation of this document. 

1 remained in the rnerchant sen4çe until 28th October bast, that i3, 
28th Octokr, rg48. 1 sailecl frorn Fiumc on 24th October in a cargo 
ship in wliich k \vas serving as chlei wireless operator. TVe arrived in 
Trieste on tlie 25th for a stajr of four days, and 1 wcnt ashore on the night 
before the ship sailecl and repasted to the local police. 

1 left iny skip at Trieste because I ivas out of syrnpathy with the 
regime in Yupslri~riria and had decided not t o  retum to my country. 
1 was finally leçi to e&e this decision because I was w;arned that aii 
non-party rnmbers would shortly be dismissed fmm the rnerchant 
service and sent to fosced labour. 

The first merchant ship in which I sert:ed.was, as çtated above, 
S.S. Timok. I joined this ship as radio operator at Split on Thursday. 
17th October, ~gqts, 1 am certain of this date because it is stamped in my 

Original in Serbo-Croxt Iangiiage, not reproducd . Translation intn Engris h 
~ubmitted ivitli t h e  original k y  the ilgent of t h e  United Krigdom Governmcnt. 



Ynemberskip card mentioned above. Tîiree or four d a y ~  later, that is 
on the 20th or ~1st October, we sailed for Zdenika in the Gulf of Kotor 
where we arrived in the 'aftmoon of Monday, zrst, or Tuesday, ~ 2 n d  
Octriber. %Ire moored alotgside the guay at Zelcnika and çtarted to  load 
bauxite. 

Two or t b  days after we d v t d  at Zdenika on a drty d i c h  $vas a 
wo~king day and tberefore before' Sunday, 27th October, 1 oherved 
a Yugoslav warship entering the Gulf of Kotor. Several of us were 
standing nettr the Timok's g d e y  just befofe lunch-time, thai: is about 
rz.30, when the warship was seen near Kobila Point. There is no doubt 
that she was coming in directly from the sea At first we could not 
recognize what sort of ship she was and kgan t o  discuss her. As the 
ship stearned eastward p p  the Gulf of Kotor she passed within about 
x,ooo rnetres of us, near enough for us to be 'able to riee that the crew 
were naval mtiflgs. 

The visibility ivas good and we recognized the ship as a mining tender 
of the Melja'fie class. t h e w  this clas of ship weU because of my service 
with the Royal Yug-cislav N a 9  before the war. AS a pupil in the petty 
ofticers' school, 1 had in fact served on a ship of this class and had 
frequently visited tlze sarne ships later. 1 am quite positive that the ship 
which I saw on thrit day in the Gulf of Kotor waç one of the Mcljinc dass. 

1 do not rememlxr noticing whether this mining tender had then any 
minebying equipment, but I 4 h o \ v  that this class of ship was dsigned 
to  be able t o  Iay mines, 

ï h e  mining tender w u  in sight far a consid&ble t h e  and disappemd 
Wand up the Kumbur Straits in the direction of Djenovic and Tivat, 
where the fueling points in Boka Kotorska lie. 

TRAXSLATTON Y NT0 FKEPJCR OF THE RELEVANT PORTION3 OF TKE MEMBER- 
SNIP CARD OF THE YVGOSLW SEAMEN'S AND PORT-WOKKERS' UNION, 

BEhRlNG NAME OF WVAH PAVLOV ' 
T~~djldhtta9~ BW Jra*çais des +assages +ediwents de IQ cm.% & membre de 

1' Unzm s p d i c d e  des rnnri~ts et irauaiJieup.s dm ports de Za Rbp~bEiqzle 
po$duire de You-godavie af4 aom de Sa'eian Pavlov. 

Page z 
(Lieu d'estampe des branches de funion syndicale) 

No de I'Umon syndicale : 16174 
Nom et prénom : . PAVLOV Zivan 
Profession : radio- télégraphiste 
Né l'année 1gr6 : Lieu de naissance : Velilka Kikinda 
Tnscrit . 17- X : 1946 
Lieu de I'inscripf ion : S.S. Tirnui2 ' 

Tçignature personnelle.] 
Le Seçr&taire : [Nom illisible. J Le PréSdent : Zwrc. - 

1 Original in Serbdroat  langnage, iiot reprodnced, Ttaridationitito French of the 
televant portions submitted, tvitirh tac original, by tho Agent of the United ichgdorn 
Governrnent. 



L'Union syndicale : 
LSceauj 

L'W~iion syndiçd? des marins e t  d a  employks des 
travaiueurs des ports e t  &s chantiers de Yougoslavie 

Le duplicata de la carte d'identitd de membre 5e ddivre pas la décision 
de Ia direction de l'Union syndicale. 

' 

Fa4F 3 
Membre de 1'Union 

Date LE nom de la branche dè l'Union No de l'Union 
s jvdicale 

q. X- 46 L'union svndicale des marins e t  travailleurs' 16174 
des ports'et des chantiers de la Rkpublique 
populaire yougoslave 

This is the exhibit (French tmnslatioj referred to in 
the afidavit of Zivan Pavlov sworn before me the teneh 
day of Decernber, 1g4S. 

(Signedl . . . . 
-Fi. M. Consul GencraI, 

Rotterdam. 

65. "INSTRUCT lUNÇ FOR REN13ERiNG SAIT UNDERWATER 
bVEAPONS-GERMAN BUOYANT MINES-~943'' 

66. AIR PHOTOGWPH OF THE ENVIRONS OF SARANDA 
SEOWNG CERTAIN YATHS hLVD RON3S (1943) 

67. MAP OF SARAND-4 DISTRICT (rJfjo,cios Albaiiia dreet ab-tv 
SAFUNDA) 

68. AhENDMENTS SUBMITrED ON DECEMBER q t h ,  1948, BY 
T m  UNITED KINGDOM NAVAL EXPERTS TO THE REPLIES 

T H ~ Y  RAD GIVEN TQ QUESTIONS BY JUDGE ECER~ 

REPORT QN PgSïrIOh' OF SHIPS IN PRh?MOVAC C Q n  REVISEI) IN THE 
LIGHT OF TITE DIMENSIONS OF THE "fi1'-GLAS$ MIUUAYERS SUBMITTED TO 

THE COURT BY AIIICL1R.U MOULLEC 

We desire, in view of the new dimcnsiorrs of the Mljet and Meljim, to 
mzbmit an amended report. Our previous report was based on the assrimp- 

3% No. bz, p, Sr. 



tion that in view of the fact that the draught of these sbips was 13 feet, 
i t follorved that the7 coald nat either of them havc been righ t at the 
western end of the letty, since the three-fathm line Irvas, as shown on 
Admiralty Çhart Xa. 1581, just outside the cove and we were infamed 
by Commander Romcic that Sie water in the cave became shaUower 
towards I ts  western end. In view of the fact tha t  the ships-raught 
turns out ta be 8 feet, it has been necessary to  re-examiiie our conclusions. 
We accordwgly, in submittlng our revised report, have yroceeded by the 
following steps : 

(1) IVe accept that, i f  the contours shown an the Yugmlar plan 
(document No. E.11 J1177) are accurate, Commander ICovacic çauld not 
have seen the ships from the terrace at Sibenik if both shipç were aiong- 
side one another at the exheme west end of the cuve since the contoim 
of the rising land a t  p ~ i n  t X wodd interfere with his Iine of view. 

(2) LVe cannot accept that thesa co~~toum at point X are accurate 
hecanse (a) they are at variance ~vith the configuration of the land as 
shown in photographs z,3 ancl 5 subrnitted by the Aibanian Governrnen t, 
in that the land iç shown in these pliotographs as rking at anly a gradua1 
inclinri from the shoreline for a distance which we estimate at approxi- 

. rnately ;O rnetres. (Wre Iiave calculated this distance of 50 rnetres by 
endeavouring to pinpoint on the pliotogmphs the approximate position 
of the spot heightç 13 and 14 metres as they appear tt, be shown by the 
configuration of the land on the photographs,) The distalice between thc 
shore and this point is shown on tlie Yugodav plan (rvhich for tliis 
pdrpose we have taken as jccurate) as 120 me- and the photagraph 
shows thai the land bcgins ta rise steeply at approximately just under 
half way between these tkvo points, rneasuring from the shore. ( B )  Our 
estimate as in (a) above appears to be comborated in grnerai by the 
contouls shown on the United States Army map of Sibenik (Appendix 1 
to Annex 1 to Document E, 11/1/78), and alsa by the shadirig on the 
low-lying coastland showfi on tbe ltalian rnap No. 558. 

(3) If our estimate of the lie of the land as set ciut in (2) (a) and (b)  
above is accurate, namely t h ~ t  it t ses  at a gradua1 incline for some 
50 metres from the coast and only thereaffer begins to rise abrtiptly, 
the position would be aç follows : 

(a) If both ships were alongside one ankther at the & m e  west 
end of the coue, neitlitr wodd have been visible. As s h o w  in 
paragtaph a (4) below, hosvever, it wonld have been impossible 
for the ships to be in this position. 

(b) Commander Kovacic in his third sketch (document E. TIiI168) in 
which he reprcsented the position of the ships when he hirnself 
was on t h e  tenace, drew the ships as moored vne behiiid the 
ofier. On the assumption (rvhicli as we show in paragaph (4) 
below is unlikely) that the leading sliip l-iad its bows at tlie 
extreme west end of the çove, Commander Kovacic would have 
been able ta see the mines on the upper deck of the second ship. 
It eqiiaUy follows that (parapph (4) below) we do not think the 
second ship could have been so far rvcst as in this açsumed 
position. 

(4) 'LVe proceed tu consider whaf. tvas the probable position of the 
ships, and in doing ço have taken into accourlt the fullowing factors : 





were as shown in his sketch No- 3 (document E.IIJ1/66) moord 
one behind the other and the bows of the innermost ship were 
nat less than xl/, ship's lengths from the extreme west end of the 
eove, Commander Kovacic would be able to see the  tops of tlie 
mines  an hoth ships and the fumer and bridge of the second 
ship. As appears from wliat we have already said above, we 
t l h k  this may well be the approximate position that the ships 
occapied, and in any event there is notl-iing imposiblr: about 
such a position. Taking into acwmt Commander Kovaciç's 
evidence of what he mas able to  see, we conclude that the  ships 
were, ivhen Commander Kovacic saw them from the terracé, 
moesed one behind the other, the innemmh ship beiiig ap- 
proximately rl/,' ship's lengtihs from the extremc west end of 

- . thecoire,lYt?refer t~sketchesNor; , randzannexedtotf i is  
report. 

(5) In  consequmce, iipùn the assumption abwe made, we conclude 
that Commander Kovaçic çould, from the tenace, have seen what he 
deçcribed. We woald add t h t  even if the contours at point X were not 
as we have wtimâted them but were as portrayed in the diagran prepred 
by Admiral MoitUec (Amex I to document No. E.I1]1/88) Commander 
Kovacic ~vould still, if the ships were in the positions ~ v e  have assumecl 
above, have been able to see the mines in the secand ship, 

(Sig.laed) E. R. D. SIVDK~ER, 
Naval repreentative of United 

Kingdm Deiegation, Cm&. R.N.V.R. 

SKETCH NO. f . - ~ b C W G  OF YUGOSLAT PLAN OF PANJKUVAC CO- SEOW- 
lMG T m  WSITlON 06 "X"-CL.~SS MlNEUYERG IN PANIKOVAC COVE 

SXlGTCfP NO. 2 . 4 F C H  SROIVMG TETAT THE LAND ON POINT X DLr, HOT 
BLOCK T m  LlNE OF SlÇHT BETWEEM KERIC'S HOUSE IN STBENlK AND THE 

TWO "M"-CMSS MINELAYERS BEHTXED M PANIKOVAÇ COVE 

6g. PHDTOGRAPHS OF H.M.S. YMAURT~Uç" Nos. A r, A z ,  A 3 
AND A 4 l  

[See sfisciak r~olurne .] 



70. OBSERVATlONS OF THE GOVERIVMLYT OF THE UNITED 
KINGDOM OF GREAT ERITAIN AND NORTHERN IREUND 

ON THE REPORTS OF THE NAVAL EXPERTS DATED 
8th FEBRUARY AND 12th FEBRUARY, 1949 

(Refemes  are to  the points of irivestigation refemd to in the report.) 

I (a) No observation. 

1 (b)  Though the point does not appear to be of any p rac t i d  importance 
' 

in view of the concLusions reachcd in other portions of the report, it 
appears t o  be the case that ships could be moored against the foreshore 
adjoining the north-eastern quay even if there was no extension of tlie 
qnay. Oil patcheç on the stones at this point suggest tI-iat siich mooiings 
liad frequently taken place. 

1 (c) It wiU be Seen (Annex r of the report) that thedepth at the  head 
ai the cove is between r and 1.5 mebes and therefore tao sl~allow tci take 
a vesse1 of the RI. çlass drawing 2.4 metres. Tlie bows of an M.-class 
vesse1 wouId have t o  be at le& one third of the length of the cove away 
from the head if she were not t o  go a ~ o u n d .  

1 jd) Tt is noted tliat this finding relates to the date of inspectian 
(24th Jmuary, 19491 and is not necessarily qplicable to the period of 
October 1946. Nothing was s e m  which con1d account for the apparent 
obstmctions shown on the aerial photograph No. 4025 of 1944 am=- 
panying the joint letter submitted to  tlie Court by the Parties' experts 
on 6th December, 1948, and the inference is that what waç shown on 
the photograph lias since been removed, 

1 te) It is observed that accaunt has not been taken of the düference 
in the snn's azimut11 on the two dates 24th Jannary md 19th (or 17th) 
October. 

The attached chart show the aximuth on the 24th January and 
r7tl"tober respectively. It will he seen that the  m n  declines qc 
further te the west~vard on the 17th Octrlbr, 1946, thm on the 24th 
Jannary, 1949, at approxiinatd the m e  time before suaiset. The 6 configuration of the land west of anikovac Cdve is such that wherex a 
shadow may be cast at a certain time mer  a ship'lying in the  wve on 
24th Jannary it would not do ço on ~ 7 t h  Oçtobes. 

'Che attached ph~tograph, which was taken a t  approximately xl/, hours 
tlefore sunset on 24th Jariuawy. $5 also of interest in this connexion. 
It shows the snn shining on Lieutenant-Colonel Ivekovic's l e d e r  coat 
and its buttons, 011 the Mt of the photopph may IÈe seen trees and the 
slope of a hill kliind a white building. A line £rom where the members 
of the Court's Miwion are standing over the corner of the building 
would point appro~imately in the direction of the a n  at 16-45 on the 

- ~ 7 t h  October when the azhuth  of the Sun was agreed to lx 2 ~ 3 ' / ~  
degrees. (5ee tlie agreed answers of the Farties' experts : E.II/I/p dated 
23th Movember, 1948,) It is note4 that the configuration of the hdi is 
gradua1 and the trees thinly pkanted. 



Taking into consideration the difference in azimut$ and the slspe of 
t h e  hitl, as illirstrated in the phutograph, the conclmion is.maintained 
that ;t ship moored on the north-east of tlie cove would certainly have 
been in the sun 55 minu tes before srinset on 17th. October, 1946. 

I If) It is noted that no complete examination of the tunnels, or of 
the material stored therein, was mrtied out. The experts fonnd no rails 
laid outside the tunnels at all, and the referenccs in the report I If) t o  laid 
rails are to rails laid inside tlie tunnels tvhicft were net entirely covered 
by sheet iron. As s h o w  in Annex r there was also a pile of mils stacked, 
nhich would be put down when required for use, and could be laid dom, 
either on the south-west or the narth-east side of the cave, there being 
an ample riurnber for this purpose. 

(i) The point is only of minosimportmce as to the accuracy of Com- 
mander Kovacic's recolledion on points of-exact detail, and c l m  not 
affect the essentiai features of Iiis evidence, but it is submittd that it 
is not established that an MYE.-class rnineiayer could have been m o o d  
dong the south-~vestern quay on the. 17th October, 1946, The absence, 
ai tliat date in October 1946, of the obstructions, s h o w  in the air 
photograph No. 4025 of rg* accornpanying the joint letter submitted 
t o  the Court by the  experts of the Parties on 6th Decembw, 1g48, is not 
proved, An M.-zIass mineIayet could not have b e n  rnaored at tiie head 
of the north-eastern qnay as tlie water is too shalkiw (see observation 
on 1 Cc) abovc). 1 t would have been possible, on the othes liand, for 
two minelagers to moorcd aff the north-eastern çluay, one almgside 
the mve but sorne distance from its head, the other witli its stem nver- 
lapping the stem of the fitst rninelayer and lying close t o  the end of 
the quay as.Commander Kovacic has desctibcd. 

(it) This conclusion, it is submitted, is not established. Taking into 
açcount the true azhuth of the sun on the 17th OctoberI a ship lying 
at the north-eastem quay in the cove tvould havc been in the sun at 
r6.rj kovrs and the paint on the mines would have been seen. (Vide 
comrnents on 1 (e} above), In any w e  Commander Kovacic's tzmes are 
only approxirnate and the time may have *en a fer, minutes easlier 
tlian lie thought, 

(iii) Xa connexion with the expertshtatement that the aval mines 
wodd have had t o  be brought out and deposited on the quay whle 
G.Y. mines were being foaded, it 4s pointed out that Commander Kovacic 
stated that he saw oval mines on the quay- (Record, Rearing of the 
Witnesses and Experts, page #g 1.) 

1 {g) Mthong1-i wcounr has; not been taken of the diffaence of the sun's 
azimuth (see 1 ( G )  above) the ol~servations are accepted except that it 
is not agreed (for the rasons already stated) thaf the shipr, would have 
b e n  in the shade and, conseqnently, that it would have beem impossible 
to see (e) that the mines wcre newly paifited, or I f )  horns or rails. On 
the contrary it is nibmitteci that both of these wodd have been seen 
becam the ships would have been in the sun (see I (e) above). The 

t S e  Vol. III, p. 651. ' 





and that th& home was 489 feet above sea Ievel and only 300 yards 1 

from tlie shore. 
II Cg) No observation. 
II (h) Na observation. 
Gmsral: The conclusion of, the Naval experts that Barchetta Rock was 
used as a datzcm daft for tabulating aii posi f i  on$ i s  correct. 
Co~dqtsioas : 

The Govmment of the United Kingdom acwpts, and d n w s  attention 
to, the conclusion of the experts under D @, 14) : 

-"lf the rninelaying \v,vere done from the south (which is most feasible, 
as the ships w ~ u l d  not have to cross their own minefields if mturning 
to the norlih), the ninelayers would have k e n  observed from Cape 
Kiephdi, Denta Point and San Giorgio Monctstery. It must be borne in 
mind that in this case the ships would have passed the above-mentioned 
points turice, Th eexpcrfs corzsidev it ta 6e indisflatluble thaf if a mmal 
look-o~t were kept al Capa K i q h l i ,  Dwta Poi~utt, a.nd S m  Gzmgio Momsf- 
ery, ard if the LooiZ-ozkts weve eqsi&bed w t h  b%nocul#rs as hcls beea sfuted, 
umdev .izormal weather candibiotcs /or lhis area, t h  miwhyi+zg opefataans 
shom i+x A m e x  I X  bo the Uf$itcd K i w g d o ~  ~ W m r i a ~  ~ m t  A ~ E  beerr. 
.notic& By these coastgztartk." 

It is subrnitted as dealy  established that in fact a look-out u7as kept 
on Denta Point, and that the observation post at the San Giorgio Ahna- 
stety was in the tower, thus giving an even better view tlian was available 
t o  the  experts. This conclusion, i n  the suhission of the Government of 
the United Kingdom, Ieaves no room for clouut tltat the case orlgindly 

.put fonvard by the Governmen t of the United Kingdom, in the Security 
Councii and in its Mernorial, is correct, namely tkat it wodd have becn. 
impossible far this operation of laying the  mines in question to  have 
been carried out withotit the knowledge and cornpliçity of Alhania. I t  , 

is, fiirther, quite inconceivahle that anybody would have undertaken' 
the risk of detection, and tlierefore no one would have attempted to Eay 
this rnindeld without the knowledge of the Albanian Government. 

The conduct of the AIbanian autliorititzs during the course of the 
examination of this localify by the Court's experts psovicles additional 
confimatiori, if t k  is required, of Albanian complicity. In the first 
place cvery effort was made fo prevent the discovery of the pùst on 
Denta Point. Commander Sworcler reports that Çaptain Polena first 
said that there uxere rio buildings on Denta Point, and then, when the 
experts insisted on trying tri find the buildings which tliey had obçerved 
fsom the sea, Çaptain Polena led them to t he  wrong hill. Further efforts 
were made to prevent the  discovery of the past in the tawer of the San 
Giorgio Monastery, -The experts' report, page 9, indirates this. The door, 
in fact. \vas forceci, open by Lieutenant-Commmder Elffericli. Further, 
with reference to page IO of the report, it is to be noted that Camm-mder 
Swurder reports that the Albanian autliorities tefused to allow the look- 
out party under Commodore Farsheil to make observations from the 
t o w e ~  of the monastery, The rep~rts of Commander Sworder on these 
points can be verifred by the Court by reference tcr the  experts thcmselves. 

B. Thn. Rafiott of t h  r2th Febpzmy. 
As to t l ~ c  Reply of the experts to  Question 7 addresçed t o  them by 

Judge Krylov. 



There appears to be some enor, peçurnabty a Spin& error, in-the 
English text on page 6. The cornparison of operations I and III reads 
as fo110~~5, 

(CL) Mzrnelaying /mm Ikie asorth : 
r, aperatian might not be seen 

by the look-out at San Giorgia 
Monastery. 

- 2. minelayers wciuld be seal 
from Cape Kiephdi 

3. rninelayer must have k n  
seen from Denta Foint. 

(a) M i m L 1 9 ~ g  from 111.5 mouth : 
r. operation might riot he seen 

by the Iook-out at  San Giorgia 
Moriastiery. 

2. operation would not lx seen 
from Cape Kiephali. 

3. minelayer must have been 
s e n  from Denta Point." 

It is not understood wliy, wder 3, in  each case the werd "minelaym" 
(singular) k used whereas elsewhwe "rninelayerç'"plural) are r e f e n d  ta. 
It appears that what is i n t e n d ~ l  is "minelaying" in eaçh case. 

"(b) mWdapng !rom the sozlth : (b) m i ~ e l ~ g ~ g  /rom the soaktk 1 
x. minelayen would be seen by x. minelayerç must have 

the look-ont at San Giorgio seen by the Iriokaut at San 
Monastery. Giorgi0 Monasterg. 

a 2. rniirelayer must have been 2. minelayer must have h e n  
seen frem Denta Point, seen by the look-out h m  

Denta Point. 
3. minelayers ~vouId have bmn 3. operation would not have 

seen fram Cape Xiephali. been s e e n h m  Cape RiephaE." 

Here also, nnder 2, in each case wliarc the word ''mineIayerP' is used, 
"minelaying" s e m s  to be intencld, 

Under x, in each case, it also appears qnite dear that tvhere "mine- 
layers" are referred to "minelaying" is meant, because the final sentence 
on the page, which sums up the effect of the "comparison" reads : ''if the 
ma'aelaying wcre started from the south, iG must in bot11 cases have been 
çeen from the San Giorgio Monastery". It appears in facr quite dearly 
from conc1u';ion D on page 5 (English text) tliat Operation 1 (b) (i) ancl 
III (B )  Ci) (on page 6) is Lntended tci be the precise counterpart of opera- 
tion 1 (a) (i) aud III (a) (i). The opration might not have been seen in 
the onc case, but mwt have been seen in the other. 

The Goverurnent of the  United Kingdom hrther dratva attention tu 
the fact that, in teferring to the San Giargio Monastery, the experts are 
referriilg to the look-out pmt aE the fool (see page 5, English text, con- 
clusion C (0). Having regard to the much more ~ x t e n ~ i v e  v i e ~  ebtainable 
from the look-out t o m ,  and tlie likelihood that this was in fact irsed. 
t h e  pmbability that the operation 117ould be detected £rom San Giorgio 
Monastery was in façt greater, in each case, thm is stated in the experts' 
report. 

It is clex, finally, that nothing in the experts' reply dated 12th 
Febmay, 3949, is intended t o  affect, or in fact affects, the condusion 
(underlined) which appears a t  the fost of page rq- and the top of page 15 
(Engllsh text) of their report dated 6th Çebruary, 1949. This is made 
obvious (inlm alz'a) Ily the statement at page 8 tbat "the conclusiai~s 
whichtheyha~~edrawninrega~dtothepossibiIityofseeingtheopera- 



98 OTHER DOCUMENTS SUBMIfLED (u.R.) 
tion" [note the word "operation'J 'kpppear to them to deprive the 
question whether the operation wdd be heard of any further impor- 
tance". The experts cImt1y rnaintau~ed the view that the  operation rnust 
have been seen. 

If, however, the  C o d  .are in any donbt on the question whether 
page 6 of the report contains the typing errors wT-iich have bmn miggested 
above, the  Government of the United Hingdom requesk the Court to 
refer to the experts. 

( ~ & r d )  W. E. BECKETT. 
17 Febmary, 1949. Agent for the Govmment of 

the: United Kingdom. 

1. CHART $ 3 0 1 ~ ~ ~  T m  SUN'S A2IhlUTH ON JAMUARY 24th, 1949, AND 
OCTOBER 17th~ 1946 

[SM sp&al ml~me . ]  
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SECTION II 

DOCUMENTS SOUMIS PAR LE GOUVERIVEMJZNT 
DE L'ALBANLE 

A .  - AVANT LWOUVERTURE DES Au'DIEYCBB5 

r. NOTE ADR.ESS~E PAR LA ~ G A T I O N  DE YOUGOSLAVIE 
A LA HAYE A L'AGENT DU GOUVERNEMENT ALBANAIS, 
TRANSMETTANT UN C O M M U N X Q ~  DU GOUVER.NEMENT 
YOUGOSLAVE CONCERNANT LA DÉPOSZTION DU CAPITAINE 

DE CORVET'l'E ROVACIC 

La légation de la République fédfiratir~e papdaire de Yougoslavie: a 
I'honnew de vous faire parvenir ci-inclus le texte d'un communiqué 
du Gouvernement de Yougoslavie, ronccrnant la question de l'affaire 
des Détroits de Corfou. 
En même temps, la légation de Yougoslavie a l'horineur de porter 

votre conr~aissance que le texte identiclue a et6 port& à Ia connaissance 
des deux Parties en cause, aujourd'hui. 

La Iégatiori de Yougoslavie saisit cette occarsicm pour vous renouveler 
les assumaces de sa l-iaute considémtion. 

La Haye, Ie 8 novembre 1g48. 
Légation de la Républiqtle fBdérative 

populaire de Yougoslavie aux Pays-Bas. 

Les miliemx officiels de Grande-Bretigrie, a la fin du mois d'octobre 
1946 décladrent que deux contre-torpilleurs britxnniques lieurtérent 
des mines marines dans le chenal de Corfou, dam les eaux territorids 
albanaises, prés du lien de Saranda. A cette occasion le Gouvernement 
du Royaume-Uni porta une accusation coiltne la Rkpublique populaire 
d'Albanie, premikrement au Conseil de Sécurité et peu après rl la Cour 
de La Haye, insistant dc n'importe quelle f a~on  rl prouver la responsa- 
bilité du Gouvernement albanais pour les endomagements des navires 
et  pour les victimes. Toutes les tentatives faites j usqti'aujourd'hui par le 
Gon17ernement du Royaume-Uni pnnr atteindre ce but sont res t&s 
sans rhultat. 

Lors de la préparation et au moment dxintenter le proc&ç, il ressortait 
clairement dès le debut quel'accusation fut portee avec des buts particu- 
liers politiques. Le cours du procès atbano-britannique montre sans 
équivoque qu'il skagissait ici, eii premier lieu, comme il est connu, de 
viohtion systkmatique des qdroits souverains de l*Aibanie dans ses a u x  . 



t e r r i t d e s ,  Ap& deux ans d'e-flortç infrfictuewx de prouver par 
n'importe quel moyen la culpabilité de la Rt4pnblique populaire d'Alba- 
nie, les facteurs britanniques cornpéten t s  cammencérent des derniers 
temps A tenter, par des chemins détournks, cle mE1er la Rkpublique 
fédérative populaire de Yougoslavie dans ce procilis. Dans son dernier 
exploit déposb à la Cour de La Raye, le Gouvcrnemsnt du RoyaumG 
Uni axait expsi: un nouveau moment dans l'affaire, et r n h e  une 
nouvelle affirmation d'a@ laqude les navires yougoslaves portant les 
noms de MIjet et  de Me.!iifie auraient imrntdiatement ailant le 22 ocf obre 
1946 monille des mines dans le chenal de Çqdou au su e t  avec la com- 
plicité du Gouvernement de la Rkpublique populaire d'Albanie. f 1 eçt 
clair qua ce deniier agissement du Gouvernement britannique, par 
lequel celai-ci, deux ans après cet incident en cluestisn, essaie à présent 
d'accuser indirectement la Yougoslavie, ne fait que représenter une 
nouvelle manwume ayant lès mgmes buts politiques, En meme temps, 
la preuve présentée dkvoile elle-mhe la nmi-validité et le caracthe pen 
solide de cet agissement d e  autorités hritanniques. - 
Un an et demi aprês sa fuite de YougosIavie, le 4 octobre 1948, le. 

,déserteur militaire, Xard Kovacic, apparait et promet deç témoignages 
aux autorités britanniques. Ce témoin, auqi~el il a fallu presque un an 
et demi p u r  offrir au Gouvernement britannique son témoignage, réside 
à l'ktrmger jusqu'i présent, et est d'après sa propre déclaration sails 
profession, se procurant les moyens de vie d'une manière suspecte. 
Cependant, ceci contorcle entièrement avec les circonstances dans les- 
quelles il a vbcu et a travaillé plendail$ et apr+s la guerre. Kard Kovacic 
&tait détenu pendant l'occupation de la Yougaslavie dans un camp 
itaiien à Chiesa Nuova, pr&s de Padova, d'oh il réussit à s'évadcr dans 
des conditions suspectes, tandis que sa femme légitime Toncka ICovacic, 
nke Kozul, fut condamnée à mort en tant qu'agent de la Gestapo. Apr4s 
son retour en Yougoslavie, KareI Rovacic se mit en liaison avec des 
agents d'un service de renseigriement &ranger qui I'aidPrent d é e r t ~ r  
l'armée yougoslave et & fuir Ù e  Yougoslavie, faits pour lesquels il existe 
des piEces judiciaires du procès intenté contre l'espionne Erika Milutin, 
La non-validité de la deposition d'un tel individu est irrkfutable. 11 est 
par là incompr6hensible que le Goiivemement du Qyaurne-Uni ait 
pu se d&der à inculper ie gouvernement d'un antre Etat, sus la base 
des dépmiticins dhn tel sujet, qui est au service d'un pays ktrangw, 
-qui et déserteur militaire et qui a fui sou pays à l'aide d'un service 
.d'espionnage f tranger. U ne fait aucun doute qiihn te1 acte est conhaire 
non seulement aux principes fondamentaux de la morde dans les rap- 
ports internationaux, mais humilie également l'institution internationale 
au sein de laquelle an essaie de le réaliser. 

Dans ses dépositions mensonghres, Karel 'Rovaciç mentionne que le 
mécanicien sous-lieutenant Draga Blar~evir: lui avait communiqué que 
les dragueurs de mines étaient partis vers le 17 ou le 18 octobre 1946 
de Çibenik pour Boka Kotorska et plus loin pour effectuer nne mission 
importante, bien qu'en réalité le sous-lieutenant Dmgo BIazevic n'existe 
pas dans La marine de guerre goagoslave. ' 

Xarel Kovacic affirme ensuite que les dragueurs de mines portant les 
noms de Mljet et de Meljine auraient çliargk A bord aux dates sus- 
mentionnçes des mines dans la baie de Panikotmc. Toutefois, il n'exiçte 
pas dans la marine de guerre yougoslave des drapeufi de mines aysnt 
d e  tels noms et un tel sipdemei~t.  



Les chpeurs  de .mines de la rnaf.int de guerre yougoslave se trou- 
vaialt sans i~itemi~tiort, du z7 septembre au g novembre x946, dans 
les chantiers de Sibenik, oii leurs chaudiéres ont &té soumises à un 
nettoyage intkienr, oh leurs machuides étaient serrisées et QU fut 
effectitke une série d'autres rkparations, tmdis que le premier mouillage 
d'essai eut Iieu en pdsence aune commission seulement le g novembre 
rg46, d'où résulte qu'ils étaient pendant tout ce temps complètement 
hors tY&t de naviguer. 

Karel Kovacic afirrne bgalern~nt avoir vn le r7 oh Ie 16 octobre les 
soi-disant navires lWljel et Meljitte dans In baie de Panikovac, et qu'il 
aurait vu distinctement, cl Ta Lumiérri du d e i 1  sous un angle de 30 deph ,  
les formes de rnines avec Ieurs mèches montées etc. Toutefois, le 17 ou 
le 18 octobre, I'mgIe du wleil était A 16-15 h. de circa 7 degrks. La baie 
de Pxnikovac, h cause des montagnes environnantes et de la positi- du 
soleil, se trouve normalement a cette époque dans l'ambre &'en ~utre, 
aux dates prkitêes Ie temps &tait nuageux et plnvieiuc. 

Tous les faits ci-dessus exposés prouvent entièrement que la nouvelle 
affirmation du Gouvernement britannique est contraire A S, i~ér i tk  e t  
est fond& sur la dPposition menson ère et  inventée de toutes @&ces 
de Karel Kovacir q" a rendu' au k ouvernement britannique, entre 

ar son témoignage 11x1 mauvais service. 
Le ouvernement de la. RépubBque féd6rative popdaire de Yougo- anhe?!' 

slavie rejette dans son ensemble l'agissement du Gouvernement britan- 
nique et fait ressortir que les moyens employés dans ce cas concret 
contre le Gouvernement de la R, F, P. de Yougoslavie sont BU sérieux 
et  de mauvaise foi et ne peuvent 6tTe clans aucun cas pris en considhra- 
tion par un organe international qui, par son rOIe-et ses fonctions qui lui 
ont &té attfibugs, doit tenir compte de ses actes et ne peut permette 
que son prestige et son autorité dans le moiide soient gossikremient 
atteints par de telles rnétiiodes inadmissibles ou semblables, 

Lggation de la RbubZique fédkative 
popuIaire de ï'ougoslavie aux Pays-Bas. 

2. CALQUE u A o INDIQUANT LE CHENAL ~ÉhTlXfi ET LA 
VOIE NORMALE DE LA NAVIGATION PASSANT A U  MILLEU 

Dl7 CANAL NORD DE CORFOU . 

3. ~ Q U E ,  a B n INDIQUANT LE C H E ~  D ~ M I N E  ETLA ZONE 
DU CAiiAL NORD DE CORFOU DVNE PPROPNDEWR 

INFÉREURE' A 25 BRASSES 



102 AUTRES DOCUMENTS SOUMIS (ALBANIE) 

4. CALQUE # C s mDIQUANT LES POSITIONS RESPECTIVES 
DU CHENAL ALLEMAND EL JlZJ CHENAL DÉMINI? 

[Voir noEume spécial] 

5. CALQUE R D n LA POSITION DU C R A W  DE 
MINES ET LE TXAJET SUIVI PAR LES NAVIRE 

K MAURITLUS s, a LUNDER B* a SUPERB » ET ti ORION u 

[Voe'v adune8 s$&ilal.] 

.6. PROCES.VERBAUX DU CONSEIL DE sÉcuIUTE; PREMI~~RE 
ANNEE, SECONDE SERIE, SUPPL~~MENT No 4 

B. - APRÈS- L'OUTERTURE DES A UDIEfi7CES 

7. RAPPORT DE M. JACQUES ÇHAPELON, PROFESSETJR 
. . D'ANALYSE A ,L*ÉCOLE POLYTECI*IQVF, Z)17 PARIS, AU 

SUJET DU PASSAGE DU n MAZIRLTILJS n DA8S UN CHAMP 
DE MINES1 

8. EXTRAIT DE L'ORDONNANCE N" 892 DU RIINISTRRE DE 
LA D~!&ENsE NATIONALE YOUEOSLr,4VE CONCERNmT LES 

DRAGUEURS DE MINES A 1  I, M z ET M 3 l  
[ T~udwction,] 

L'Ordonnance, n" s&rv6 ; 892, 
du ministère de in D6fense nationale pour 

le 17 novembre 1945. 

Aux besoins du service e t  sur la proposition 
du Commmdement de Ia Marine 

J'ordonne 

que sur la liste de la flotte de lx Marine yougos1;tve soient inscrites les 
unit& n a d e s  suivantes : 
- - 

Tate en langue sérh-croate (non rcprodtrik), avec tradl~ction fran&ii visée 
à la légation de 'l'csn~oslavie T;a Haye comme coriforme h I'ongnal, 



AUTRES ?UQCWKEWTF SOUMIS (ALBANIE)  TU^ 

A - Les wnités o$éraiS~~& 

. , . . . . .  omis 
27) leporteurdcmineç M - 1  
18) n D II B M - 2  
19) a n ID 1i K-- 3 

. . . . * . ,  omis 

mis 

II: 

Le Prkident du Conseil 
des Ministres et  Ministre de la 

Défense nationale : 
Le Markchal dr Y ougo$lavie : 

J. B. TITO S. t. 

I-- s.1 
Le Grand &tat-major de 

1'Armïe yougoslave. 

Vu pour 1a ~Erification de Ia copie : 
Le Cummandant en chef de la M d n e  

de guerse yougoslave : 
Le Vice-Amime JOSIP CTRNI. 

F- ç.3 
L'Etat-ma jor 

du Commandcrnent de la Marine 
de guerre yougoski~~e. 

g. ATITSTATIQN RELATIVE A LA RETARATION DES BÂTI- 
MENT5 DE LA CLASSE ET DU TITE M, DAhfS LES CHANTIERS 

DE SIBENIK, DU 27 SEPTEMBRE AU 9 NOVEMBRE rgqG 
[Traduction.] 

Nous attestons que les bâtiments de la classe et  du t y p e  ir M n ont Bt6 
en rbpm~tions au chantier de rtparationç de Sibmik, du 27 [vingt-sept) 
septembre au g (neuf) net-mbre 1946, ainsi clti'il résulte du registre du 

T&c ai langue sedia-croate (non rqroduit), avec traduction françsise 
à la lkgntion dc Yûugmlwic B La R z p  c m m e  cunfmme L l'original. 



travail du chantier de réparations de Sibenik de i'année 1946, sons les 
nos gzo, 921 et 922 du regrstre. I 

Sibmik, 
le 17 novembre 1948. 

IL. S.] (La Direction du chantier, 
secteur technique.) 

Le Directeur du chantief 
de rkparations : 

Le Capitaine S A ~ N ~ I ?  B ~ a m o .  
Certifié: et attesté la vdracitk 

du présent certificat : 

Le Cornandan t Lieutenant-Colone1 : 
L PURISIC Ivo. 

C 

&. S.1 (Le Cmmandmebt iiaval 
de l'Adriatique ceiitrde.) 

IO. PHOTOCOPE D'UNE FAGE DU REGISTRE 'DES 
RÉ~'ARATIONS DES CHANTIERS DE SIBENIK 

(CERTIFI~E CONFORME A L'ORIGINAL) 

TRAEWWI-QÈJ FRAN@iîÇE DES INSÇRTPTIONS CONCERNANT LES BATIMYIYTS 
M a, hi 2 ET M 3, V I S ~ E  A LA T,I~GATIOEI DE YOUGOSLAVIE 

A L+ HAYE COMME CO~TORME A L'ORIGWAL 

Appellath des objee 
Mo da navigables, des unitCs Dgçignation 

1s commande Date ou dc l'org~nism du travail 

896 16,9,46 ..........m...........,............ 
................................................ 

P o  26.946 M. x La dparation des ma- 
chines principales et ac- 
cesoixes ; les petites ré- 
parations de la chau- 
dière et de l'installation , 

61ectrique des bàtiments 
(nettoyage intérieur de 
la chaudi& sera fait 
par l'équipage). 



Appellation des objets 
ETu de navigable, des unités Désigiiation 

la commande Date ou dc l'organisme du travail 

9z1 264.46 M. -2 Les réparations sur les principales machines 
auxiliaires [nettoyage 
intCrieur de 1a chaudière 
sera fait par l'6quipage 
du bàtirnent), 

Les réparations par- 
tielles de la &andPire. 

pz2 26.9,46 .Ma 3 La dparation des ma- 
chines principales & 
atrxiiiaires, 

Réparation sur la 
chaudi&re e t  rechange 
des pièces kclatéeç des 
tnyaux ; 6 pièces, 

(Le nettoyage de la 
chaudière sera fait par 
ITquipage,) 

Certifie que Ia phot-pie ci-contre 
est tonforme à son original, 

( ~ e  MinisGre de la ~ é f ~ ~  Le Directeur <III Département jiiridique 
-nationale : Dép.tement du Ministére de la Défense nationale ; 

juridique.) Le Colonel Z~ONIMIR Osmrc. 

rr. CALCUL S U R  LA HAUTEUR DU SOLEIL A 
SIBEN'IK LE 18 OCTOBRE 1946 A rs H, x j ,  BTABLI 

PAR LE CAPITAINE ORMANOV 



r a. ATTEST.4TION RELATIVE A L'QFFIÇIETç 
DRAGO BLAZEVIC ' 

[Trad~dim.] 

Le Commandement de la Marke 
de guerre yougoslave. 

Département perxinnel 
(trés confdentiel ri" - 9 4 ~ ) .  
Le 17 novembre r948. 

Nous attestons que dans le rang du cadre d a  officierç de Ia M d n e  
de guerre yougoslave, ne se trouve pas -en service et n'a jamais été 
en service un certain sous-lientellant rn4canicien-machiniste du nom 
de D ~ s c o  BL.AZEVTC. 

I 

Split, , Le Directeur 
le  17 novembre 1948. du mpartement personnel du 

Cornmaridement de Ea Marine ,de 
[L. 3.1 @erre yougoslave : 

Certifie et atteste la véracité du ' SIMURDIC FETER. 
présent çertifificat, 

Le Cmnmmdant en chef de la Marine 
de guerre yougosiave : - 

Le VieAmira1 : CERFJI JOSIP. 

p. S.] ' .  

État-major du commandement de la 
Marine de guerre yougoslave. 

Vu i la légation de la R&p~bliqne fédérative 
populaire de Yougoslavie pour traduction con- 
forme a son texte en langue serbo-croate. La 
truie de .... (gratis) a été perçue conformément 
à l'art. T ne .... du tarif de la loi sur Ies taxes, 

A rio 14448 
Le 24 novembre 1948, D'ordre da Ministre, 

La Haye. Le Secrétaire de légation ; 
[Signatnre illisible.] 

[Sceau] 
Leation de la R&publique 

fedérative populaire de 
Yougoslavie aux Pays-Ras. 

Tcxte en langue x r b w o a t e  (non feprduit), hvee bdiirtion française visée 
k la IGgrtion de ~ougoçlavie à La ' H q c  Gomme canfosmc I'crigind. 
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13. CERTIFTCAT RELATIF AUX MOUVEWNTS DES 
B A T X ~ N T S  DE LA CLASSE ET DU TYPE M EN 

OCTOBRE 1946 l 
[ Tr&wEion;l 

Le Commaridemmt maritime de 
l'Adriatique mbidi onale. 

N" 49Mi 
le 17 novembre 1948. 

Nous attestons que les bhtirnents de la c l s e  et  du type n M a 

n'&aient pas en ravitaillement chez les unités de h W i n e  de gtierre 
yougoslave i R o b  Kotorska. pendant la période du ~ c r  (premier) 
au 31 {trente et un) octobre 2946 (mil neuf cent quarante~six) et pue 
dans le temps susm~ntionn6, ils n'ont pas passt: (n'étaient pas en 
passage) par Boka Kotarska. 

MeIjine* le 17 novembre 1948. 
Cmmandant, le Capitaine de 

%. 5.1  iln ne rang : 
VUL~X IVAN. 

Certifie et attcstc la véracit6 du 
p r k e n t  certificat : 

Commandant en cheE de la Marilie 
de guerre yougoslave : 

Le Vice-Amiral : CERM JOSTP. 

I-- s-1 
État-major du Commandement c l t  la 

Marine de guerre yoiigosf ave. 
Vu à la lkgati6n de la République fEdérative 

populaire de Yougoslavie pour traduction con- 
forme & san texte en langue serbo-croate. La 
taxe de .... Lgratis) a été perçue confornénent 
il i'art. T. n .... du tarif de la loi sur les taxes. 

A no r4m/48 
Le 24 novembre xgg3, D'ordre du Ministre. 

La Haye, . Le Secrétaire de légation: 
[Sigiiatii~e illisible-] 

[kealq 
Ligation de la Rkpnbliqae 

fédérative populaire dt; 
Yougoslavie auri Pays-Bas. 

1 Texte en langue ~ b o a c i a t e  (nan r~proctuit:), ayec traduction' f r a n ~ a i ~ a  vis& 
L la ldgation de Yougoslavie A La Ha~rc comme conforme à l'original. 



14. CARTE DE L7AMIRAU~& BRITAIWIQCTE No 1581 : 
ABORDS DU POliT DE SlBENIK 

'15. CROQUIS DE PANIKOVAC &'TABLI BAR-LTNSTITUT 
HYDROGRAPHIQUE YCIUGOSIAW EN DAZX DU 

20  NOVEMBRE 1948 

I 

xB.  Pm DE W A S T R E  DE LA VILLE DE SIBENIR 

'7. PFIOTOGRAPHLES NOS I, II ET 'III DE PANIKOVAC. 
PRISES DU QUAI DE CIPAD OU DES ENVIRONS 

18. PHOTOGRAPHIES Nos IV ET Y, PRISES EN 
DIRECTION DE PANIROVAC DE LA TERRASSE 00 SE 
- TROUVAIT LE CAPITAINE DE COR'irE'lUrE KOVACIC 

rg. CARTE ITALIENNE DE SIBENIK (No 558) 

20. lL4PFOXT DE LA II COMiKiSSION a YOUGOSLAVE AU 
SU JET DE L'INDISPONIBILITÉ DES BATIMENTS 

M r, M z ET M 3  



2x, FICHES DE TRAVAIL DES CHANTIERS DE SIBEXTK POUR 
&S COMMANDES Nm 920, g z ~  ET 922 CONCERNANT LES 

'BATIRENIS M I, M z ET Bf 3 

zz. FICHE DE TRAVAIL CONCERNANT .LE BATIMENS M VI, 

PORTANT LA SIGNATURE DU CAPITAINE DE CORVETTE 
TCOVACIC 

( ~ O G U ~ ~ I E N ' C  0RinIGIN.U EN LANGUE SERBO-CR0.4TE, AVEC 
TRADUCTION EflANÇAISE V I S ~ E  A LA &GATION DE YOUGOSLAVIE 

A ICA RATE CCiHME C O n O R M E  A L'OREGIXAL) 

[Vaif 170lume sp&téal,] 

23. NCUMHANDES DE TRAVAIL n Nos gzol p z  ET 922 
APREs~ÉES A LA DIRECTION DES CHANTIERS DE 

SLBENXR EN DATE DU z6 SEPTEMBRE 1 9 6  ET 
ÇONCERNAMT LES R~PARKSIONS A EFFECTUER AUX 

CHA'ITDI~RES DES BÂTIMENTS M r, M z ET M 3 

(TROIS D Q C U ~ N - T Ç  OWGINAUX E~ LANGUE SERBOCROATE, 
AVEC TRADUCTIONS FRANÇAIÇES VISEES A LA L ~ G A ~ O N  DE 

YOTTGOS1-4P7E A ~4 RAYE COMME CONFORMES AUX CIRIGINAUX) 

14. AFFIDAVI:î DE LA PR~~ÇIDENcE DU GOWVERNEI~ENT DE 
LA R~?PuBLIQUE FEDERATIVE POPtTUIRE DE 

YOUGOSLAVIE AU SUJET DE L'HEURE I;I?GALE F,h' 
Y OIJGOSLAVIE 

(TExTF. EN LANGUE ÇERBO-CROAm  DA^ DU 27 NQ'lrIskmRE 1948 
AVEC TBADiJCTION FRANÇAiSE  VIS^& A 1.4 L ~ ~ A T I O N  DE YOUGOSLAVE 

R LA HAYE COMAE CONFORME A L'ORIGINAL) 

[Vair volume sfiéca'd.] 



ZS. &PON~E DoNWE PAR LIS EXPERTS DE LA 
DI~LÉGATION ALBANAISE AUX QUESTIONS PUSEES PAR 'LE 

JUGE ECER AU COMITE MIXTE WEXPERTS, - 
LE 30 NOVEMBRE ~9465 : 

1) LA L U M ~ R E  ÉTAIT-ELLE SUFFISANTE A l7 h. 35 POUR P E m m R B  
RE CAPITAINE DE CORVETTE KOVACIC OE VOIR LES NAWRES MQUIUÈS 
DANS L'ANSE DE PANLKOVAC ? 

2)  SI L A  LUMIERIZ L TA ET SU5WSGNTE, ICA TERRE AURBZL-ELE FU 
&TER LA Y UE ? 

1". Même en plein jorir, il eût kt&. absolument impossible pour 
Ravacic de se faire une opinion sur da situation des navires : 

a) la distance entre Pmikavac et etla maison dont il a hdiqu6 18 
position sur la carte est rl'environ 1-350 mttres. 

b) la pointe de Panikouac interçe te  le rayon visuel joignant P l'observateur aux bgtiments. Or, altitude au-dessus du niveau 
de la mer ' cle la pointe de Paikovac varie entre 5 et rq rnEtres, 
altitude sufisante potIr masquer le pont dm mmouilletlrs de mines. 

Les dcux photos TV et  V (jointes au p r h n  t rapport °) onf &té prises 
de la terrasse où se trouvait Kovacic. Elles montrent qee la pointe de 
Y anikomc f orne  écran devant l'emplacement des navires. 
29 Le 17 octobre. le soleil s'est couché à r7 h. r I  et lé. crépuscule 

civil a en lieu à r7 11 40. 
A 17 h, 35, Kovncic voyait les collines de Panikrivac d m s  l'obscurit6 

au-dessous d'un ciel légèrement celairé. 
11 lie pouvait I&re aucune obscsvation. 

La Haye, le 4 dkcmbre 1948. 1 

26. CROQUIS MONTRANT LA PARTIE D'UN BATIMENT DE 
LA CLASSE 151 QUI AURAIT PU ÊTRE APERÇE, LA NUIT, DE 
LA COTE, D'UNE .ALTITUDE DE 15 PIEDS, LE IESAT~ENT 
ETANT': x) A 550 M. DE LA COTE; a)  A r,5 MLLLE DE LA COTES 

[Voir zrolitie sp&inl,j 

27. REGISTRE D E  CHANTIERS NAVALS DE STBEN?K 

~ o z ' r ,  dims b adanse spktiad, lu photoc@k d'hnc $age du ~ e g i ~ e  /ai& 
par b Gef le  de la Cour.] . 

V o i t  croquis de Paiiihvaç établi par le Service hydr~grplphiquc yongnslavç. 
(no 15, p. ro8). 

?O& no IS, p. z08, 
W ~ r o q ~ ~ i s  fait par le capitaine Ormanov e t  montré (r la Cour lm de I'andknw du 

8 décembre 1948, apr2s-midi (voir vol. lV, p. 334). 



28. CARTE KEUROPE ET AFRIQUE DU NORD n, FEUTLtE 4, 
PUBI~I&E PAR L7INSTITUT GÉUGRAFKIQUE NATIONAL 

FRhYÇ4ïS EN 1g4r - AVEC INDICATIQN DES LIGNES 
XARITIrnS 

' 1 29" QUATRE PHOTOGRAPHIES MONTRhlT LA COTE P&S DE 
SA'RAhrnA 

30. CROQUIS ETABLISSANT . APPROXIMkTIVEMENT LES 
HAUTEURS DE L'ANSE DE PmIKOVAC EN DIRECTION DE 

SZBENIK 

[Voir ziolwne sfie'cial.] 

3z. OBSERVATIONS DU c o w r m - m  MUTILSEC SUR LES 
RAPPORTS DU CAPITAIWE DE FR&GATE SWORDER RELATIFS 
PI LA POSITION DES NAVIRES DANS LES EAUX DE PhVIKOVAC 

Apds examen des deux rapports du commandant S~vorder relatifs 5 
la position des navires dans l'anie dc Panikovac, nous disirons faire 
les remarques suivantes : 

ro Nous nc pouvons en auculle manière accepter les cunclunons de 
ces rapports, tirées d:hypothèses que nous considérons comme abusives. 

En particulier, l'expert britannique affiLrne gratuitement qu'un 
nouveau quai a &té çonstrnit vers Irt partie nord-est de i'mse de Pwi- 
kovac et, dans l e  croquis donné A l'annexe na 5 au'domment E. rr/1/7S, 
il sitae les deux bdtiments le long de ce nouveau quai. 

Or, nous sonunes en mesure daffrrmer que ce nouvean q u i  finexiste 
pas. Comme nous l'avons dkjà dit, le quai nord a une longueur de 45 - 
rnBtres et, plus 2 l'est, i l  n'y a qu'une plage ou l'accostage des navires 
est impossible. 

Nons soutenons donc quFif n'est pas vraisemblable que le premier 
navire ait pu &tre accosté à mie lonpeiir  et  demie de l'angle nord-ouest 
de la baie (comme il est dtt dans le second rapport). Cette longueur et  
demie correspond exactement h 45 métre, soit h la totalitk de la lon- 
gueur du quai. On ne voit pas cammcnt un chargement de mines eû t  
pu être effectué dans une telle position. 
2' De la m h e  rnmière, nous n'acceptons pas les mnclusions tirées 

de la photopplrie aérienne de Fanïkomc prise en Tg++. 

a Croquis fait par lc contre-amiral Moullec, 
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Nolis avons mamin& cette photographie Et la loupe et nous estimons 

que les taches qui se tronrfent prPls du quai sud ne représentent ni .des 
obstructions sous-marines ni des épaves qui n'ont jainais existé à cet 

, endroit. Noas croyons pluk8t qu'il s'agit de c h d t t d s  cumouflkk qui, en 
1944, avaient éte entreposés parles Allemands sur de nombreux points 
de la &te. 

Nous sommes d'ailleurs en mesure d'affirmer que des bAtin~ents de 
la classe M auraient pu être accostes sans dificulté sur n'importe que1 

. point du quai sud de Panikovac, la profondeur de l'eau le long du quai 
étant largement supérieure au tirant d'eau des navires. C'était là le 
point d'ammage normal et nous corisidéron~ que le fait de pr6tendTe 
qu'un chargement de mines ait pu &tre effectu8 an quai nord constitue 
une des nambreuses erreurs. dil tbmoignage de Kovacic. 
3' D'une rnaniére générale, nous ne pouvons accepter les hypthém 

audacieusement b;lties par l'expert- -britannique an su jet de données 
matérielles telles que langueur du quai, profondeur de l'eau, relief de. 
la cate, etc. 

Nous admettons qu'il est parfois legitime de faire de commentaires 
sur des kvknements passk pour lesqueIs des inte-prbtitations différentes 
sont concevables: 

Par contre, lorsçyu'il ~"rrgit Be donn4es matéridles existant encore 
aujourd'liiii, m seul critère nous paraTt valable, celui de I'exfirience 
et de la vérification sur place.? 

Nous a17ons fait faire cette v6r%cationI et c'est ce qui nous a permis' 
d'afi~mer forniellemen t que, même en plein jour, des bâtiments accoçtCs 
au quai nord de Panikovac ne pcuvent aucunement etre vus de la 
terrasse de Ia maison Keric. 

Nous sirggéms maintenant, en prkence du d e d e r  rapport hitan- 
nique, que cette v6cification sur place soit reprise par les experts de la 
Cour. 

Suivant les assurances qui ont Cttr données à la délégation albanaise, 
L'accomplissement d'une telle mission rie rencontrerait pas d'obstacle 
de la part du Gouvernement yougoçlave- 

Le Contre-Amid Mouliec, 
expert n a n t  auprés de Fa 

Delégation aibanaise, 
(Sigtzi) M o m c .  



32. RAPPORT DU COMMANDANT DU r c r  RÉGIMENT 
1 3 ' P I W A h f ~ ~  EN DATE DU rj. MAI 1946 l 

A R M ~  NATIONALE;, COMM~~WDEBTENT' DE LA In: DIVISION X) ' [ N F - ~ ~ E R T I ~ ,  a 

CQ&TM-mDEAfENT DU I c r  R&GIME~T 

R&fkrenm à notre câble na 67 Rez. en date de ce jour xg.5.xg44, naus 
vous donnons les dktails suivants ; 

Aujourd'hui vers 8.30 heures deux navires de guerre inconnus navi- 
guaient dans nos eaux venant du cap Kiephali et se m e a i e n t  vers la 
baie de Samda à me distance d'environ un km. de la c6te. Losqu'ils 
sont m i v Q  en face de la baie de Limioni ils chmgèrent brusquement de 
route se dirigeant vers le port de Saranda. A ce moment ils n'&aient pas 
pIus de 800 m de h terre ferme de la collime de Limioni et l'on apercevait 
très bien leur armement en artillerie, mais ils ne portaient aucun pavijlon 
çî l'on ne pouvait pas savoir leur nationalité, 

Dmç ces conditions e t  YU qu'ils se dirigeaient vers Je port on leur a 
fait les signaux habituels pwr s'éloigner ; néanmoins, ils continuaient 
clans la mime direction et c'est allirs que l'artillerie de la colline de 
Limioni tira quelques colips de semonce pour leur faire comprendre 
qu'ils devaient s'kloigner. A ce mornexi t ils changèrent de &recticin et en 
même temps ris arborhent le pavillon qui fu t  ideiitifik Otre celui de 
l1Angldc2rre ; ils lrtiss$rent echapper aussi une masse de fumee p m  se 
masquer et s'en a l lhen t  ensuite en direction de Corfou, mais toujours 
suivant de près notre cote jusqu'à une distance d'environ zoo m. en 
face du mariastère de St.-Georges. 

Le Commandant, 
Cap. S ~ N D L R  BACICA, 

Pour comaissmce nous transmettons L lettre du IQ~ Rkgiment 
d ' i~~ai~twic ,  se séf&rant b la n6fre no oz-III dt. 16. V. rg46. 

P. le Commandant, 
Lt .-Colonel NMI IJLAMT. 

' Origind en lange albanaiçc (non reproduit). avec fraduCtion française vis& 
:i la Idgatian dxnlbanie h Pa+ comme codarmc à l'original. [Voir lettre de I'agrsnt: 
rln Geuvernenicnt d'Albanie an Grcficr en date du r j  I 49, no 300, p. 253 du prbsent 
'velumc.) 
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Lbgation de lz'Répttbliqae populaire d'Albanie à Paris. 
No RBg, - 313 - taxe perçue: ,mtisis, 
VIX ponr traduction conforme k son texte origlna1 en langue albanaise. 

I Paris, Ie q janvier xg4g. 
D'ordre do Ministre, 

[Cachet.] le ~ a r  Secretaire de légation, 
(Sigd] MARK ULI. 

33. LETTRE ~ X E S S E E  LE 16 MAL 1946 PAR LE COMMANDANT 
DE L A  IP DIVISION D'INFANTERIE AU C O M W D E K E N T  

GCNIIRAL DE TIRANA 1 

A R M ~ E  NATTONALE, 
IW DTVISJON D'INFANTERIE, Gjinokastra, le rO. V. 1946. 

GJIWOWSTKA. 

Urgent - Co~fiderta'eE, 
Na Prof. oz-xri. A 

Nous portmis de nauvean 5 votre connaissance que nous kwns 6t6 
avisés par tél4pmme dd commandement du xw R4giment d'infanterie 
cjulliiex matin deux navires Se guerre venant du nord ont p s 6  de trés 

de ~iotre c0te. Les navires ne portaient pas de pa17illon e t  antant 
qu'on nons infonne, ils ont été identifiés plus tard comme des navires 
britanniques. Qumd le commandement de la batterie de BalacTPia a 1- 
quc les navires se dirigeaient vers Çaranda, il leur fit d s  signaux pour 
qu'ils s%eIoÎgnent, mais il n'a pas eu de réponse et A IR fin il a tiré quelques 
coups autour des navires qui se sont éloignés et ont lm& échapper dé 
la fumée. Je me suis assuré qu'aucun ohus n'a touché les navires et 
qu'il n'y a pas eu une telle intention de la art de notre battene. Le 
passage des navires britanniques si près cle f irnioni e t  en direction de 
Saranda semlile avoir été effectud intentionnellement, 

Pour d'auf res d&t.ttlih j'attencls Ie rapport écrit du c o ~ d e m e n t  du  
rSgirnent que je vous transmettrai par le premier moyen, 

P. Ie Commandant de h Dirtision, 
(SigdJ Lt.-Colonel Nr-4n k m .  

Ldgation de la R+ublique populaire d1Alb&nie à Paris. 
No Rdg. - r12 - taxe perçue; gratis. 
Vu pour traduction conforme à son texte origind en langue albanaise, 

D'ordre du Ministre, 
[Cachet.] . le IO? Secrétaire: de légation, 

(Sigxé) MARK ULI - 
1 Original en langne albanaise (ncrtl repoddt.), avec +raductîoa fran~aiJe viste ii. la 

ldgation c i ' A l k ~ e  & Pwis comme conforme k I 'arigi~ial. ['lroir lettre de l'agent du 
Gouvernemeiit d'Albanie an Greffier de la Cour cn date du r j  I qg, nn 3m, p. 253 
dit p-t vuhime.] 



34. TEXTE ORIGINAL DU RAPPORT DU CAPITAINE 
ALI SHTINO EN DATE DU 23 OCTOBRE 1946, RELATIF AUX 

INCIDENTS DU 22 OCTOBRE 1946 
[l'Volt ra$rod&t 

35. ORSERVATIQ-IÇ DU GOUVERNEMENT DE LA REPUBLI~UE 
POPULAIRE D1AkBANIE AFFERENTES AU RAPPORT DES 
EXPERTS NAVALS DE LA COUR INTERNATIONALE DE 

JUSTICE EN DATE DU s F~VRIER rgqg 

Les vkrificati~ns a~~~quel les  ont procedé, à Sibenik e t  Saranda. l e  
experts c o m i s  par la Cour ont confirmé, sur  le^ points essentiels, les 
indicatimis fournies au cours des débats par les experts e t  les conseils 
du Gouvernement albanais. 

D'autre part, aucune des constatations matérielles consignés dans 
leurs rapports n'est en contmdiction avec la &&se dheloppée aa nom 
du Gouvernement albanais, 5 savoir que le mnoniilage des mines draguées 
dans Ie D&tt~it: de Corfou lors de Z'opération Retail a pu etre effectué 
sans Ctre nécessairement ohervé ou entendu de la &te. 

Toutefois, dans ce rapport c a r n e  dans leurs réponses am qnes~ons 
posées par trois de Messieurs les Juges, les experts donnent de ces 
constatations une interprétatioii qui excède les limites de leur mission, 

Il appartient i la Cour, e t  & cIle seule, d'interpréter les faits qui ,lui 
sont soumis. 

Dans ces conditions, il est nécessaire de pdciser IFS CO~CIUS~O~S que le 
Gouvernement albanais se croit fond6 à tirer des résultats des vkrifica- 
fions complémentaires ordonnées par la Cour. Si de nouvelles questions 
devaient'etre posées par la Cour aux experts, le Gouvernement albanais 
se réserve de présenter dm observations complémmtaiie~ sur les réponses 
?L ces questions ainsi que sur Ies observations éventuella du Gouverne- 
ment h i  tannique. 

L'expertise sur place a permis d'btablir ies faits suivants : 
r" Les qtra3s de Panimvac ont apprcir;irnativement les dimensions 

indiquk par l'ami~al Moullec. Il n'existe et n'existait en 1946 aucune 
prolongation de t e s  quais. 

Lcs experts admettent que la methode la p l u  rapide pour charger 
des mines aitrait consisté 6 amarrer les deux navires Sun derrière l'autre 
le long du quai sud-ouest, Cest. précisément ce qui avait kt& indiqué par 
l'expert du Gouvernement albanais au cours de son audition par la Cour. 
Il est donc invraisemblable que les deus bgtirnents de la classe M dont  
parle le t h o i n  ICovacic aient ét& amarrés dans la position décrite par lui 
(levant la Cour. 

"~a kidiictian française de  ce rapport avait êt4 reproduite en annexe 7 au. 
Contre-Mémoire du Guavernement albanais (vol, TI, p. r ~ q ) .  Voir. à ce sujet, la 
lettre de l'agent du Gouvernemenk d'Albanie au Gwffier de la b u s  en date du 
14 I 49 {no 303, p. 253 du p"snt i~olumc), 



2" A I'hewe oh le témoin Kovacic prétend avoir vu pour la premihe 
f bis ces deux navires en çoum de chargemeri t ceru;-ci se seraient trouvés 
dans l'ombre. 

Les experts mnstatent donc que si la veclette bord de laquelie anrait 
pris place Kovacic a suivi le trajet (i) ou (ii). il aurait kt4 impbsslble de 
voir que les mines étaient fraîchement peintes s, et le tkmain n'aurait 
pu apercevoir u Ies antwnes e t  les rails 11 ; si la vedette a suivi le trajet 
(iii) qui apparakt comme le plus probabh, piiisqu'il n'y a pas de débar- 
cadkrc à h pointe Kulina, il anrait seulement été pwmible, disent les 
experts, de voir les mines en train d'etre chargées, mais n: aucune autre 
obsrvation n'aurait pu Btre faite en suivant ce trajet n, 

Ainsi, même si l'on envisqe les trajets comportant les condiiions leç 
plus favorables pour observer les navires, c'est-à-dire les trajets (i) ou 
(ii), Ie témoin Kovacic n'a pas dit la vérité lorsqu'il a déclaré dans son 
&davit, puis devant la Cour, n avoir VU ~ U C  les mines scintillaient, ce 
qui signifie qu'elles étaient re@tees d'une couche de peinture fmiche D, 
avoir va les rails et avoir vu les antennes des mines (Distr, 435 bis, pp. jgo 
et 403 '1. 
3. En raisan de la configuration du t erraiin, des navires de la d w e  M, l 

amarrés dam l'anse cIe ,Pmicovac, n'airraient pu à aucun moment être 
vus de h terrasse de' la maison de Keric. De cet endroit, les e.xperts ne 
purent apercevoir le navire t h o i n  que lorsque ap& avoir quitte l'anse 
de Panicovac il se fut dirige, selon leurs instructions, vers i'intkrieur de 
l a  rade de Sibenik, rnmeuvrri qu'en tuut dtat de tame les navires décrits 
par Kovacic n'auraient certainement pas 4sricut.ée pour aller accomplir 
une misçion semete (voir photographie en annexe). Si, au conkaire, le 
navire témoin sxtait dirigé vers la sortie de la rade, c'est-A-dire v m  
le cmal de Saint-Antoine, il serait resté dans 1-ombre des collines environ- 
nantes et n'aurait pas pu 8tre obsesvk, 
Le témoin Kovacic n'a donc pas dit la vérité Iorsqri51 a prgtendn avoir - 

vu de la t e m s e  de la maison de Reric, au moment o ù  ils se trouvaient 
dans Sanse de Pa~covac, les' navires chargés de mines dont II a précisé 
la position par un croquis (Distr. 435 bis, p. qrg *). 

Qu'il se soit trauv4 sur la terrasse de la maison de Keric 18 h. 30, 
ckd-à-dire en pleine nuit, c m e  II l'in& uait dans son affidavit et le 
confirmait devant la Cour à l'audience du 2 2 novembre xg48, au nn peu 
plus t O t  selon sa déposition rectifi6e dtt lendemain, ce témoin n'a pu 
voir les dragueurs de mines dans l'anse de Panicovac. 

4' Les navires de la c l s e  M pouvaient contenir de r8 20 mines du 
type GY. 

Le ternoin Kovacic n'a donc pas.dit la vat& lorçqa'il .a &é dans 
son rinidavit, puis devant la Cour (Distr- 435 &s, p. 421 avoir vu sur 
chacun des navires de 40 3.50 mines. a 

Les indications inexactes données par le t h o i n  Kovaclc non seulement 
dans son affidavit, mais devant la Cour, alors qu'il déposait sous la foi 
de serment, et répondait A des questions prkiçes dont l'importance ne 

Voir vol. III, pp. 592 et  605. 
i a r . ~ . 6 2 r .  
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pouvait lni échapper: permettent de condure que ce- -Smoiri eçt un 
imposteur. 
La Cour ni: peut tenir aucun compte de ses d6ctmatjons. 

B. - VI?RTFICATIONS OP~RÉES A SARANDA 

1 

An eouk de sa déposition, le capitaine Çhtino, en réponse a u  questions 
posées par sir Frank Çoskice, a précis& qu'en octobre 1946, en d e h m  des 
postes de Bo& e t  Himara situés au nord da cap Kiephali et de la batte- 
rie de Baladha, il p avait seulement trois postes de garde : au cap Kiephali, 
a .Saranda m h e ,  e t  au rnonaçtére St-Georges (Distri 43 j hi$, page p z 1 ) .  

'Le capitaine Polena a confim6 ces indications en précisant qu'il y 
avait 8 A rz hommes au cap Kiephali e t  au monast&i-e St-Georges, 
15 d. zo Saranda, et qwh.tl w'y mleii pas de poste d la pointé Dmta (Distr. 
435 bis, p%c 71s 9- 

Il ajoutait qu'il n'y avait pas de maison habitée à Ia pointe Denta, 
que les routes les plu$ proches passaient & 1.500 ou z,om metres l'inth- 
rieur (pp. 724-723 9 3Que les postes faisaient une patrouille par nuit 
IP- 744% 

Les constatations effectuées sur place par les experts n'ont en a m &  
maniére infirmé les indications ainsi fournies 3 la Cour par deux témoins 
qui ont déposé sous la foi du sement. Eues ont çonfrrmc ce qui pouvait 
faire l'objet d'unc vérificatron mat&ielle, 

a) Les e~perts  n'ont trouvk nn poste de garde qu'au monastkre 
St-Geo~g~s, 11 5' avait six soldats, ce qui comspnd, compte tenu des 
corvées e t  absences usneIles, à 1"effeçtif moyen indiqud par le capitaine 
l'olena. 

Les experts rchtent qu'an moment cle leur première visite, clans la 
jousnke du 28 janvier rgqg, ces soldats étaient endormis ; ils ajoutent 
que dans la soirée un des cleitu groupes de la Cornmission d'Expertise 
a été m ê t e  par deux soldats a m &  procédant sans doute A la patrouille 
habituelle indiquée par l e  capitaine Polena. 

Il n'est pas possible d'en tirer la conclusion, suggCr4e par les esperts, 
que les postes assurent une garde vigilante pendant la nuit. 

Aussi bien. un effectif aussi rkdurt ne permethait pas d'assurer m e  
surveillance coiitin ue. 

Le récit des experts skv2le au coi-itraire la faible densite et Je5 lacunes 
de cette surveillance : c'est ont surveiUance du temps de paix qui ne 
peut en aucune manière &tre comparée à celle que pourrait établir le 
long de ses chtes ~ I I  pays disposant d h e  armke mobiisde et exp5rimerrCée 
et d'tlne dCfeiise bien organisée. 

Ce récit prouve au surpius quc fe Gouvernement albanais n'a pris 
aucune dispsition particulière en vue de la visite de la Commission 
d'Expertise qui a eu ainsi toute faciliti: pour prodder à ses opérations 
sans risquer cl'eti-e. induite en erreur par une misc en scéne. 

I i )  Les experts aiit co-nçtaté ri qu'il n'esistc pas de sentier convenable w 
pour se rendre de l'intérieur à la pinte Dent a. 

E )  Les experts n'ont pas trouvé de n maison habitke 1, A la p i n  te Dm ta. 

Voir V Q ~ .  IV, p. 219. ' n R m  1) 235. 
' rn a * , p p . r q 1 - 2 4 ~ .  

u # 9 # p. 26r- 



d )  Les experts signalent l'existence A la pointe Denta, A prosimi té  d'us 
bâtiment qu'ils n'ont pris visité, d'un n vieux bâtiment toit, pouvant 
servir de logement pour des I-iommes et des mulets », d ' a p l a m e n t s  
pour faire du feu, e t  d'une ligne de tranchées et de postes de mitrailleuses, 
auxquels il est possible d'acdder par la mer. Ils ont trouv4 dans une 
tranchée un journal albanais du II septembre 1948. Lw experts pr6ten- 
dent en condure que a des gardes ou des postes de veille frtren t mailitenus 

- 

au cap Denta jusqu'au xr septembre 1948 n. 
Cette opinion ne saurait étre adoptée par la Cour. 
L'impr~cision des indications fournies par les experts sur les constata- 

tions faites par eux à la pointe Denta ont conduit M. i le Juge ILryIov 
lem poser des questi~ns supplémei~ taires auxquelles ils n'oiit répondu 

que partiellement. 
En réalité, quels bâtiments ont tmuvk les experts B la pointe Denta. 

au moment de leur visite, c'est-à-dire, il faut le souiigner, en janvier rgqg, 
et non en octobre 1946 ? 

D'une part {t un vieux Mtiment LL toit 8 disent les experts, d'autre part, 
pour reprendre leu= propres tertries u une secondc maison beaucoup plus 
importante que la précédente e t  qui pourrait être utilisée wmme canton- 
nement est située plus Liàiit sur la pente n, 

Les experts n'ont pas visi tB cette maison, Pour expliquer cette abstm- 
-fion, ils indiquent dans letir réponse aux questions de M, Juge Krylov 
que u les constatations faites quant à l'existeiice ~d'un peste d'observation 
leur paraissaient su%re aux fins de leur enquete 1). 

Cette explication traduit de la part des experts une idée préconçue, 
cw c L'exiStence rl'tin poste d'observation n en 1946 n'a jamais été établie, - 
et il appartient k la Cour seule de tirer des conclusions de leurs connstnta- 
tions, 

Les experts pourraient peut-être d'ailleurs préciser j. la Ç o u ~  qu'ils 
n'ont pas visit15 Lette m,aison, distante seulement de qnelques centaines 
Se métres, parce qu'ils ont constaté qu'il s'agissait d'un b3tirnent en 
construction et  que clas ouvriers étaient encore wcupk à ce travail, 

Quant au a vieux h5timent u, dans leur réponse aux questions de 
M- le Juge Krylov, les experts en préciséni les dimensions très exigues. 
Cette description ne correspond nullement 3, celle d'un bâtiment militaire. 
IE s'agit en r4alitS d'un abri. sans fenêtre, sans véritable porte (une 
simple onverture dans une des façades), couvert d'un toit de c h a m ,  
Il était utilid comme &curie pour les mules par les ouvrier occupés 5 la 
construction du bàkimeirt situe plus haut. 

Si la Cour le demande, le Gouvernement albanais se tient à sa disposi- 
tion pow lui communiquer tous chmments relatifs j, l%poque oii a étP 
entreprise l'édification du b%timent en constructioii et ailx conclitionç 
daris Lesquelles a été édifike e t  utilisée la cabane que les experts considé- 
sent abusivemerit comme un r( poste d'observation n. 

Ceci prétisé, Yexistence à la pointe Denta d'une ligne de tranchées et 
de poste$ de mitrailieuses s'explique par la présence en Albanie pendant 
plusieurs ann&es des troupes italienna. Celles-ci disposaient deffectifs 
sufisants poirr occuper ln cbte plus complètement que les quelques 
soldats affect& en rg46 à la défense albanaise dans la région de Saranda. 
Les ~xperts admettent dJaill~urs que les tranchées et les emplatemen ts 
pour mitrailleuses ont été construits pas les Italiens. Leurs constatations 
n'ktablissel~t pas que ces défenses aient &te ut ilisks postérieurement au 
dkpart des koupes italiennes. 



Les tranchées figurant sur 1s cartes britanniques : lm exktence n'a 
jamais kt6 contestie. 

Des feux ont pu tire iilluniks et un journal l a i d  dans une tranchée, 
.en septembre I 8, soit par des bergers, so i t  par des ouvriers qui &avait- 9% laient à cette poque et continuaient A travailler au moment de la 
visite des experts à la construction d'un batiment, 

Tont cela ne prauve niillement l'existence, a cet endroit d'un poste 
-d'observation en 1946, 

Tout an plus pourrait-on en cwclure quhn aurait pu établir un 
poste d'observatioii P cet endroit. 

Mais i l  y a certainement beaucoup d'endroits le long de Ia cbte 
~Ibanaise ab il y a de vieux jaurnaux, des traces de feu, une chrtumi&re 
servant d'abri POUT des mules ..,. e t  pas de poste militaire. 
I;a preuve de l'existence d'un poste de garde au cap Denh en 1946 

ne saurait davantage Etre tir& cln fait que cet emplacement aurait 
.constitué, selon lkxpression des experts, K un endroit tout indique pour- 
un poste d'observation *. 

Z1 faut se rappeler qqv la dtlifense cbiière albanaise disposait d'effectifs, 
d'armement e t  de moyens techniques très réduits. 

Compte tena de c a  effectifs e t  de ces moyens, les dispositions prises 
apparaissent normales : en dehors du poste central de Saranda et de la 
batterie de Baladha, un postc au cap Kiephati pour couvrir la baie au 
nord, e t  un poste au sud du secteur de Sasanda pour couvrir le détroit, 
au monastéte St-Georges où se trouvait déjà un bgtirnent utilisable, 
Un poste mppltirmentaire la pointe Dmta n'aurait pu être envisagé 

que si l'on avait eu d'autres effectifs et d'autres moyens disponibkes, ce 
qui ni'kait pas le cas et était par surcroît inutile. En effet, ainsi que les 
experts lbnt  indiqué en répondant 9 la deuxième question de M. le Juge 
Z~riCit, les trois postes dhbservations existant (Kicpltali, Samndd. 
St-Georges) permettent d'observer l'ensemble du dEtroit et de la Ilaie. 

Enmre se serait-on heurtéi une dificulte : le cap Denta n'est accessible 
que par la mer, en débarquant sur une plage. Un poste établi au cap 
Denta aurait donc dû ètre ravitaiIl6 et reIcv6 par mer ; il risquait d'etre . 

,mupé en cas de mauvais temps empêchant de débarquer sur une plage, 
puiqu'il n'y a k cet endroit ni quai ni débarcad&re. 

L'int4ckt d'avoir un poste supphentaire Denta n'est ztpparti timx 
autorités albanaiçes que larsquJelles ont su qu'un mouillage de mines 
Svait pu être effectué dans-le Détroit de Corfou saris attirer l'attention 
des gardes-cbtes, ce qui explique la dCcision prise ultériewement de faire , 
,construire un bâtiment g cet endroit. 

Si, comme le pr6tenden t les experts, uti poste de veille ou de garde 
.avait été t( mairitenu au cap Denta jusqu'au IL septembre 1948 ii, il 
serait invraisemblable que les autorités albmaises n'aient pas fait tracer 
un chemin pour en permettre I'accés par la route, alors que l"acc&s par 
1s mer en aurait été toujours compliqué et impossible en cas de mauvais 
temps. 

Il serait invraisemblable qu'me ligne tél4phonique Fvce, analogue fi 
celle qui existe au monas th  Saint-Georges, n'ait pas été installée pour 
relier a Saranda le poste supposk de Denta, qui sms cela n'aurait pu 
communiquer ses obçervations au poste central qu'au hasard des liaisons 
par mer. Et les experts n5uraient pas manqué de signaler cette ligne. 
U serait encore plus invraisemblable que lesdites autorités aient: 

supprimé ce poste au moment même où elles faisaient construire un 
bâtiment à cet endroit. 
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Oï, dans leurs rkponses aux questions des membres de Za Cour, les 
experts indiquent plusieurs façons dont les mines ont pu etre posées. 

L'une de ces façons (traduction française p. 6,  façon cle procéder III 
au rnouiIlage des mines en partant du nord) permettait de procéder A 
l'opération même dans les conditions de visibilit6 envisagées par les 
experts, sans être ni ni du monastére St-Georges, ni du cap Kiephali, 
mais seulement de la pointe Den ta où il n'y avait pas de poste. 

Des navires, même provenant du sud, auraient pu procéder ahsi en 
contournant l'lie de Corfou pour éviter de passer devant le rnonast4re 
St-G eorges. 

Rappelons d'ailleurs que dans I'liypothese d'un rn~uillage secret, les 
navires pouvaient dans une certaine mesure prendre le risque cl'etre vus, 
puisque de toutes façons la défense cbtière albanaise ne disposait d'aucun 
moyen pour les identifier et les arrêter. 

Les vérifications sur place des experts ne permettent pas davantage 
d%tablir qu'une opkratioli de mouillage de mines aurait été necessaire- 

, ment entendue de la cbte. 
Les experts signalent que le bruit du moteur de leur bateau a &te 

entcnclu du rnonnçtére St-Georges à une distancc de r.800 mètres. Cette 
observation n'est pas pertinente, car le bateau utilid par les esperts 
était mu par un moteur a explosion A deux temps, bruyant comme tous 
les moteurs à explosion (dans l'esphe il s'agissait d'un moteur Bolinder 
connu comme particuliBr~rnent bruyant). 

Ara con traire, les navires normalement utilisEs pour les mouillages de 
mines sont des navires à vapeur, par suite silencieus, et  qui n'kmettent 
pas de fumée en usage normal. 

Dans leurs rbyonses C1 M. le Juge EEer, les experts reconnaisselit 
d'ailleurs que les observations faites par eux A Samnda n'apportent 
aucun blkment susceptible de modifier, au point de vue de Yaudibilité, 
celles consignées dans leur premier rapport, dont nous rappelons les 
résiil tats : le bruit des rails serait perccpti ble faiblement jusqu'h izoo 
mr! tres eilviron, celui causé par l'immersion des mines jusqu'i G3o mttres 
environ. 

Mais, pour apprdcier ces indications, ainsi que l'ont signalé au cours 
des clébats les conseils du Gouvernement albanais, il faut tenir compte 
des circonstances suivaii tes afin de les corriger : 

a) Aucune précaution ne paraît avoir été pnse par les experts au 
cours de Ieur expérience pour réduire Ie bruit du glissement de la mine 
sur le tail. ' 

S) L'exp6riençe a été faite A bord d'un navire e t  non terre. Les 
experts signalent que dans ces conditions B l'écho provenant des bâti- 
ments et celui des collines derrihre les mouilleurs de mines a probable- 
ment renforcb la perceptibilité p. En outre, en prtickdant comme ils I'ont . 
fait, les experts ont éliminé une cause susceptible de rendre la perception 
plus difficile, le bruit du ressac sur une chte rocheuse. 

G) L'expérience a et6 faite par les esperts avec un vent portant les 
bruits vers ID~bsemateur, alors qu'A Saranda, l'époque envisagée, e t  
la nuit, le vent soufflait probablement de la terre, ce qui évidemment 
change tout. 



Compte tenu de ces 86ments de correction, il faut admettre la pmi-  
bilitk de procéder A un mouillage de mines A 500 m&tres sans &tre entendu 
de la côte. Il faut d'autre part çonsid4rer que les bruits causés par une 
opération de cet t e  nature; meme s'ils avaient été perceptibles, n'auraient 
pas obligatoirement éveiU6 Ikttention d'un auditeur non averti. 11 faut 
eiifin tenir compte du fait que deux mines seulement se trouvaient h 
moins de 800 rnhtres de la cdtc. 

Les experts concèdent dweurs  dans leurs réponses aux questions des 
membres de la Cour que, vu I'insuffisance des renseignements touchant 
les conditions dans lesquelles les mines ont été poskes, il n'était pas 
possible de donner une réponse précise sur la possibilité d'entendre l'opé- 
ration de mouillage n, 
On petit cependant être surpris que les experts, pr4jugeant de l'opinion 

de la Cour sur la visibilitd de l'opération, n'aient pas cru devoir donner 
l'avis qui letir était demandé par M. le Juge EEer sur a les objections 
faites par M. Cot i leur rapport du 8 janvier 1949 en ce qui concerne 
I'audibilitk de l'opération n. 

Les vérifications effectuées par les e-verts de la Cour Saranda laissent 
entihre la démonstratioii apportée par les conseils du Gouvernement 
albanais et admise implicitement, semble-t-il, par sir Frank Soskice dans 
sa plaidoirie : des miiies ont pu Ctre mouillées dans Ie Détroit de Corfou 
en octobre 1946 sans que l'opération ait été vue ou entendue de la cdte. 

Paris, le x7 f&vrier 1949. I 
L'Agent du Gouvernement albanais, 

(Sig?d) BEHAR SHTYLTA. 



SECTION III 

DOCUbENTS SUBMITTED JOINTIAIT BY TITE PARTIES 
DURING TEIE HEARTNGS 

I. QUESTIONNAIRE P W A R E D  BE' M. PIERRE COT AND' 
SIR ERIC BECKETT, AND SUBMIT'FED TO THE EXPERTS OF 
THE T\VO PARTIES ON NOVEMBER 26th. rg@ : IXEIGRT OF 

THE S U N  AT .IBENIK ON OÇTOBER I@ AND 18th, 1946 

(1) Was there in force at Sibenik on 17tb andlor 18th October, 1946, 
any ( a d  if 50 what) systern of "'summer timt" ? In consequence, what 
an the  saicî date ivas the afficial tirne lrept at Sibenik in relation to 

O G.M.T. ? 
(2) What wais the attitude of the nrn at 1615, 1630 and 1645 respec- 

tively afficial t k e  at Sibenik ascertained as in (1) ? 
(3) What, acrloding to nautical tafafa, was the time of sunwl by 

officia1 time at Sibenik and what %vas the end of civil twilight by official 
,tirne a?, ascertained in (1) at Sibcnik on the 17th and 18th October, 1946 ? 

(4) What was the azimut11 (tm bearhg) 05 the sun at 1615, 1630 
and r645 officid time as ascertainecl in (1) at Sibenik on Octaber r;.th 
and x8th, 19461 

(5)  Can the experts prepare an agreed &%rani showing changes from 
16x5 to 1645 in the sun's azimuth and altitude in relation to skyline 

' 

so as to show at what point or points shdows iuonld be caçt on t h e  
. jet@ where mines *ese being loaded 1 . 

(6) Assuming that Commander Kovaçic mas on board a motor launch 
wl~ich travelled at a çpeed of 5 knots, for how long a period : 

a )  woald vessels alongçide the jetty in Panikovac Cove be risible 
in the sense that tlie view W ~ S  not  obscurecl by any land ; 

(b) ïmuld any part of tlie jetty at Panikovac Cove be in a direct 
line bettveen the observer and the sun on t he  following courses : 

(i) on the course marked on the sketch by Commander 
KDvacic and handed in to the Court ; 

jii) on a course which would follow a straight line betmteen 
Knlina Point and Mo10 liska ; 

[iii) on a direct course from F o r m a  Works to Mo10 Krka 

(7) Ilrtiat (was) on each of the thrw cour5es rnerltioned in Question 
(6) would be the distance between the jetty at Panikovac Cave and the 
nearest point fmm which ille j e t t y  would be visible on that course ? 

(SE What were the angles between the sun in Panikovac Cove jet@ 
on the mean of the three courses giveti in Question (6) above : 

, (fi) whm the jetty first b e r n e  visible ; 
(b)  ,when the jetty ceased t o  be visible? 



It is agreed that the experts sh-ail endeavonr t o  pradure agreed 
answerç ta al1 the above questions. If they are not able to agree on 
answers t o  aU the qnestionu, they \vil1 produce a p e d  answers to as 
many of the qiiestions as they çan. If there are my questions on which 
they are not able to produce agreed answers, thete shall be incIuded in 
t he  report the separate answers which the experts on eitliw side propose. 

T t  is agreed that the experts sliall present tIieir report to their Dele- . 
gations as soun as po-sible and in any case not later than Saturday, 
27th Novembes, 6 p.m. 

The experts for tlic United Kirigilom w t U  be Commander S~vorder 
and L t.-Commander Lankester and Lt. G d s d ,  and for AIbania, Admirai 
NoulIec and Captain Omanov. 

2. REPLIES ESTABLISHED jornn.,Y BY THE PARTIES TO 
TWE QUESTIONNAIRE PREPARED BY M. PIEFKRE COL AND 
SIR ERIC BECKB'LT, AND SUI3MITTED TO THE EXPERTS OF 

LWE TtVO PARTIES (NOVElfBER 27th. 1948) 

(1) Summer time wes not in force on qth/r#th Octobcr, 1946. a t  
Sibenik. The official tirne kept was one hour in advance of G,M.T. 

(2) The altitude of the sun at the various times is a p e d  as foilmvs : 
-- 17th ûctobet 1615 Sa 57' 18th October 8" 39' 

'1630 6" 29' 6' IL' 
1645 56' 3" 38' 

b] 'rime of sunset by offcial t h e  at Sibenik was oti the 17th October 
37x1 and on the 18th October r7xo. End of civil EwiIight m s  on 17th 
October 1741 and an 18th October 1739. 

(4) The azimrith (true bearing) of the sun at the various times 
qiioted $vas as follows : 

17thJ18th October 
1615 248" 
1630 251' 

1645 253'12' r 

(5)  Two dixgrams, h original aiily, Appendices "A" and "B" are 
submitted t o  sliow the t h e  at which a shadow ~lould have been cast 
on to a j e t t y  ivhere mines were being Ioarled. 

Appencb 'X'httached t o  the çopy of the report submitted to the 
United Kingdom Delegation is based an Admîralty Chart  1581 and 
shows this t i a e  to have been 1631. 

Appendiv "B" attachecl to the copy of the report submlttd to the 
Albanian Ddegation \vas prepared by the Yugoslav Hydrographie 



Institute and shows that the shadow tvould have been cast when the 
son had an altitude of about 8" whiçli occurred at about ~620, 
130th these tirnes can only be considercd apptosirnate : 

(a) "1631" because Appendix ' A A "  is based an incornpiete and 
inexact data 

( B )  ' 1~620 ' '  because we are unable to cheik Appendix "B" not 
having the data on wliicli it was based. 

(6) [a} Vesçels atongside the jetty in Panikovac Cuve would be 
visible from Commairder Kovacic's launch (rissuming a speed 
of 5 knots) for the foilowing periods on each of the three 
courses : 

(i) 2 minutes 38 seconds 
(ii) z minutes 38 seconds 

(iii) 3 minutes 5s seconds. 
(6) Part a€ the jetty at Panikovac Cove ivouId be in a direct 

line between tlie obçerver and the sun on each of the three 
courses for a short period not more tlian 5 seconds. 

(7) The distance between tlie j e t t y  at Pariikovaç Cove and the nearest 
points frorn mliich the jetfy \i:ould be visilile on each caurse are as 
follows : 

(r) 2.5 cables = 500 yards 
(2) 2.9 cables = 580 yards 

' (3) 3.9 çables = 780 yards. 
(S) For the purpose of anwering tllis only question it was agreed to 

assume that if the motor launcli in which Commander Iiovacic \vas 
travelling first sighted Panikovac Cove at 1620, 

(a) the angle between the sun and Panikavac Cave when the jetty 
first became visible was 29' to the rigl~t of the sun, 

(b )  when the jetty ceased to be visible waç rzO to the left of the Sun. 
If, however, the tirne of first sighting Panikovac Cove had been rG45 

(a) would be 24 rJzo and (b) lvould be IG 1jz0. 
Signed on behalf cf the members 01 the teçiinical Naval Experts 

Commit tee- 

(Signedl MOULLEC, .(Signecl) E. R. D. SIYORDEH, 
Rear-Admiral (Ktd.), . Commander R.N.V. R,, 

Counsel & Naval expert Navai representtitive to 
to the Albanian Delegat ion. the United Kingdom Delegation. 

LW0 DIAGRAMS SHOWING THE MOMENT WAEN A SHADO'IV WOULD HAVE 
FdZLEN O N  THE JE- %ii\'HERE THE MINES WEKE BEINC LOADED 



SKETCH OF THE ENVIRONS OF SlBENXK SHOWING NISAREST POINTS FRDM 
\YfllÇH THE JEïTY IYPULD HAVE BEEN VISIBLE DURING THE JOURNEP 
OF f HE MOTOR-BOAT THAT LIEUTENANT-COMMAWBEK KOVACIC \VAS IM 

(THIUTE POSSIBLE ROUTES ARE GIVEN IN THE QUESTIONNAIRE) 

3. JOINT NOTE OF UNITED KINGDOM AND ALBANIAN 
EXPERTS ON THE QUESTION PUT BU JUDGE ECER TO THE 
MIXED COMMISSION 01; EXPERTS ON NOVEMBER 3oth, 1948 

There are tmo points ~aised by these questions. 
Firstly, \vas there sufficient light at 17.35 for Commander Kovacic 

to see the sliips lying in Panikovac Cove. 
Secondly, if there was sufficient light, wouId his view have been 

obstmcted by land. 
Since this cluestion $vas mised, further dociiments have bcen presented 

for esamination by the  Haval esperts on both sides and these are nom 
submittecl to the Court. 

Ddmmaitts submtted by the Uaited I t i ~ g d o m  Del~gotimt i 

r. U.S. A m y  map.of Sibenik, Yugoslavia. Scale x : So,oao. 

2. Admiralty Chart No. 158~. Approaches tri Port Sibenik. 
3. A d a l  photograph No.. 4025 of Sibenik and Panikovac Cove. 

4, Page of iiiustrated paper showing, in bottom left-hand corner, 
view from house t o  scaïvards, near where Keric lived. 

5. Tmcing of plan on Yugoslav diagram "Kroki Uvale Panikovac". 
No. r Document submitted by Albanian Delegation. 

6.  Telegram received by United Kingdom Delegation reporting 
rneteorological bulletins issued by Sibenik on r7tI1, r8th Octo- 
ber, 1946. 

Doczcmenk st~bmitted by the AEGuwia+a Dclegaliort : 

r. Yugoçlav diagram, Kroki Uvale Panikovac, dated 20th Novem- 
ber, 1946, showing : 
(a) angle of sun at 8' ovet Panikovac Cove ; Scale ï : x m .  
(b )  plan of Panikovac Cave. Scde I : 2,500. 

2. Photographs 1 to III, Panikovac Cove and environs. 
3. Photographs IV and V, Panikovaç Cove from Sibenik. 

4. Yugoslav map of Sibenik t o m .  






