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1.C.J. Com~liuniaué n 49/28 
Unofficial 

The following information f r o m  t h e  Registry of t h e  

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Court of Justice has bcan communicated t o  t h e  Press : 

On D e c a b e r  27th, 1949, t h c  In tc rnc t iona l  C&rt o f  

J u s t i c e  receivcd a l e t t e r  from t h e  Sccrctary GeneraL o f  t3c 

United Nations transrnitting t he  resolution of Decernber Oth, 1949, 

in which t h e  General Assmbly requested t h e  Intcrnat ionzl  Court a f  * Jus t i ce  to glvc an advisory opinion on t h e  fo l lowing quest ion : 

"1Yha.t is t h e  Tnternat ional  statlzs of t h e  T e r r i t o r y  of 
South West Africa nnd whct a re  t h e  international ob l iga t ions  
of t h c  Union of South Africa a r f su lg  therefrom, i n  particular 

(a)  Does the Union o f  South Africa continue t o  have 
internat ioncl1 ob l igc t ions  under t h e  mandate f o r  
South n i e s t  Africa and if so what a r c  t h o s e  
o b l i g e t i o n s  ? 

(b )  Are i h e  provisions of Chapter XI1 of t h e  Charter 
applicable, and i f  so, in what mnner, t o  t h e  
Ter r i to ry  of South idest Africa ? 

( c )  Has t he  Union of South Africz t h e  cornpetence to 
rnodify the in te rna t ionz l  s t a t u s  of t h e  Terri tory 
of South West Afriça, o r ,  in t h e  ment  of a 
negative reply, wherc does cmpctence rest  t o  
determine and modify t h e  internztionel s t a tu s  of 
t h e  Terri tory ?If 

The P r  esident  of t h e  In te rna t iona l  Cou-rt of Justice made 

on December 30th,  1949, an Order f ix ing S?larch 20th, 1950, as t h e  . 

time-llrnit f o r  filing wri t t en  s t a t a n ~ n t s  an t h e  question by liembers 

of t h e  United Nations. 

The Hague, ~ccÉmber 30th, 1949. 
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