
EMRASSY OF NICARAGUA 
THE HAGUE 

14 April 2007 

Sir, 

I have the honour to refer to your letter dated 29 March 2007 in relation to the 
case concerning mrjtime Delimitation ktween Nicara~ua and I-Ionduras in the 
CnribIx~n_Y_e> (Nicaragua, v. Monduca!), by which you inform me that thc I'rcsident has 
fixccl Monday 16 April, as timc-limit for transmitting Nicaragua's observations on 
Hond~iras' written reply to the question put by Judge Gaja at the public sitting held on 
16 March 2007, 

o Observations on Honduras' written reply to the question put by Judge 
Gaja at the public sitting held on 16 March 2007: 

1 .  I-ionduras maintained the position as late as March 2002 in its Counter Memorial 
(p. 14, ff. 2) that "Lugrvood and Medin Luna Cay are both now submerged". 
Five years later, upon heing asked by the bench about the situation o f  these 
Cays, Honduras confirms its lack OF knowledge and control of the area by not 
having a ready or even approximate answer to the question based on actual 
physical control of the area. Thus I-londuras tried to answer the question firstly 
by presenting the dubious results of  a single. specially selected satellite image of 
the area that, for the reasons indicated in the Nicaraguan lettcr on this question 
filed on 5 April jast, actually pointed to a different conclusion than that offered 
by Honduras. That is, that both Cays were in fact submerged. 

2. Conscious of the inevitable impression that this ignorance of the area would 
cause. Honduras has finally descended from the realm of satellite images in 
outer space and has belatedly tried to investigate in situ the situation of these 
Cays. This investigation has implied the presentation of new evidence at this 
very latc stage of the proceedings. And what is  astonishing in this affair is  that 
this new evidence is not related with an unexpected and irrelevant question 
posed by the bench at the last moment. but is  fundamentally related to a question 
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that goes directly to the heart ofthe claim of Honduras fhat i t  has "traditionally" 
exercised sovcrcignty in the area in dispute. I t  is evidence that would and should 
have been opponunely before the Court i f  Honduras had truly the knowledge 
and physical control of  the area in dispute i t  has claimed during these 
proceedings, 

3. Nicaragua for its part has always indicated that the feat~lres involved in the area 
in dispute are very minor and have not been subject to rigorou~ cantrnl or use by 
any authority. This can be graphically appreciated from the photos provided hy 
I-londuras of their expedition. It is evident from the photos that when rhe tide is 
up and the observer is standing in water, I,ogwood Cay will be about the size of 
a football! 

4. Honduras, on the other hand. has boasted o f  its knowledge of the area and even 
claimed great consequences from the fact that certain or its legislation includes a 
mention of Palo de Carnpeche Cay before 1982. Honduras has turned aside any 
doubts about the identity of this "Palo de Campeche" insisting that it obviousIy 
is the same Logwood Cay that appears in the well known charts of thc area. The 
extent o f  its knowledge of the arca and of its features and the weight that can be 
attributed to its identification of Palo de: Campeche with Lagwood may he 
,iudeed by the issues presently under discztssion. 

Some of the sratements made by Honduras in this written reply to the question of Judse 
Gaja merit special comments: 

1 .  In paragraph 2, Honduras indicates that in order to gather the evidence it: is  
providing the Court, it made a visit hy air on the 21 of March last and a 
second visit by sea on 23 March and finally a third visit 'by sea on 30 
March. Nonetheless, the evidence offered by Honduras is limited to that 
gathered on the third visit and no reference is made to the results of the iIrs2 
two visits. It would have been interesting to the question asked by Judge 
Gaja if information had k c n  provided on what the situation of rhe Cays 
was on thc first two visits. 

2. In paragraph 6, Mondum provides the coordinates of the reatures visited by 
the exped~tion it mounted. These coordinates do not correspond with those 
o f  the charted feature known as "Logmood Cay" hut are really those of "the 
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only islea in close proximity to the name Logwoad Cay". Honduras also 
points out that "'the variance between the charted position and the actual 
position as obsemed i s  less than one nautical mile.'' Apart from these 
comments from the Honduran side, the technical advisers of  Nicaragua find 
that the positions given seem slightly strange. They do not appear to he 
based on GPS which would be expected to be quoted at higher precision. 
The posit ion quoted for Logwood Cay ( I S o  1 1 ' 30"N; R2"4 1 '45"W) plots 
about 500m SiV of the cay as depicted on the satellite image. and about 
150Om SS\XJ of the position charted on BA2425. The conclusion ob the 
Nicasaguan technical advisers is that Honduras has found a new small 
feature that dries; perhaps a chunk of coral broken o f f  and rolled onto the 
plateau in a storm and that will be gone aRer the next stom. 

3. In paragraph 8 Honduras mistakenly aff?rms that "there i s  no disagreement 
between the parties that the evidence before the Court indicated that 
Lopvood Cay (Cayo Palo de Campeche) and Media Luna Cays were 
islands irrter. alio in the period from 1936 to 1982, when they were first 
referred to in Honduran legislation and the Constitution." This is not true. 
There is no single shred of' evidence hefore: the Court indicating that these 
features were islands in the period mentioned. On the other hand. the 
importance of the mention of "a" Palo de Campeche Cay in the Honduran 
Legislation of 1936 would have been irrelevant for Nicaragua since it 
would not have known what this "important" feature was all about. Besides, 
Nicamgua was claiming and occupying substantial parts of present day 
Honduran territolry up to the 1960's and had small cause to pay any 
attention to a claim by TIonduras of a Cay it would not have been able to 
clearly identi fv. Even if the Nicaraguan Authorities had been aware in 1936 
that the reference really was to Lo,wood Cay. this could only have caused 
hilarity in Nicaragua that such a feature should deserve a special mention in 
the Honduran Legislation including its Constitution! 

'bJle c~nclwsion to he gathered based solely on the information provided by 
Honduras is that Media Luna Cay is  permanently submerged as is  also the 
feature charted as Lopvood Cay. Additionally. in an area near to Logwood Cay 
there may at present be some loose corat visible at low tide. 

Nicaraguan inspection, of the area visited by Honduras 

Afler receiving a copy of the new evidence filed by Honduras with relation to 
Logwood and Media Luna Cays, Nicaragua requested the Nava! Force of the 
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Nicaraguan Army to inspect the area visited by the Honduran naval forces at Latitude 
1 Sol  1 '30" North and Longitude 082'43'50" West. This investigation was carried out 
during a routine visit of thc area by naval pazrols on 12 April 2007. The description of  
this visit of inspection and its resullts are given in a written statement made by Frigate 
Captain DEM of the Nicaraguan Naval Forces, Francisco Javier Vallejos Para-ion. 'This 
written statement was made he fore a Notary Public and a copy is annexed to this letter. 

In  t h i s  statement, Captain Paraion tells that 

"they set sail from the Naval Base located in Puerto Cabems in the Worth 
Atlantic Autonomous R e ~ i o n  of Nicaragua. at 3:00 AM on 12 April 2007. this being the 
last planned trip for the first trimester nf the year 2007.. . and arrived at 9:00 AM at the 
position of  Latitude 15'1 1 '00"N, Longitude 082'43'50'' W." 

Captain Parnjon goes on to say that, 

"After the anchoring maneuver which lasted approximately ten rn inutes. we 
proceeded to transfer the personnel with their technical equipment on board the Speed 
Boat (Lancha Rapida) 067, and headed to the position of Lat. 15"11 '30 '3 ,  Long. 
082'4 1'45"W with variable direction at minimum speed due to the scant depth of water 
in that arca, and reaching the position before indicated at nine hours twenty minutes 
(93213 hours) and remained on that position until thirteen hours (1 3:00 hours). We could 
note a reef that is permanently under water during high tide: during low tide there is a 
small area uncovered of w hich digital and film impressions were taken. The positioning 
of the reef was made with GPS equipment (global Positioning System), with the method 
or Horizontal Datum, World Geodesic System of 1984. known by its English initial as 
WGS-84. Wc remained for thrce hours and forty minutes in the po5ition of Lat. 
15"11'30" N, Long. 082"4 1'45" W, and again boarded Coast Guard 203 and initiated 
our navigational return at thirteen hours and eight minutes ( 1  3:08 hours). . ." 

The Nicarasuan Naval authorities have given us a copy of this statement 
together with a video and photographs taken during the inspection. This material is 
annexed to this letter. Due to the short time available for the organization of this naval 
inspection and the preparation of this material. we have not been able to provide a f ~ l l  
translation of the material but will do so as soon as it  is available. Nonetheless. the 
pertinent pan of the written statement has been transcribed above and the photographs 
and video generally speak for themselves. 
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The conclusions from the Nicaraguan inspection are that the area identified in 
the cham as Logwood Cay is permanently submerged. There is  a reef in the vicinity in 
the coordinates Lat. 15'1 1'30" N., Long. 082'41'45" W. that is permanentIy 
submerged at high tide. This feature can not propcrly be regarded as an island within the 
meaning of article 12 1 of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea. 

AccegS Sir, the assurances of my h ighesf considention. 

Carlos J. ARG~)E!,LO G ~ M E Z  
Agent 

Republic of Nicaragua 

His Excellency 
Mr. Philippe Couvreur 
Registrar 
International Court of Justice 
Peace Palace 
The Hague 
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The undersigned. Agent of the Republic of  Nicamgua, in accordance with Article 5 1 
paragraph 3 of the Rules of the Court. certifies that the documents contained in this file and 
listed hereunder, are true and accutatc copies of the original of the documents. These 
docl~rncnts are provided to the Couzt as part of the observazions of Nicaragua on the written 
reply of klanduras to the question put by Judge ad hoc Gaja to both Parties at the public 
sitting held on 16 March 2007 in the case concerning Mnrititn~ dclimitnrinn hehibeen 
ATicuragticr and Hond1rra.c in I he Carib bean Sea Nicaun~un 1,. Hondtwas). 

List of documents 

1. Notarial Certificate dated 13 April 2007. issued by Mr. Roberto Danilo Chac6n Rivns, 
Notary Puh4ic: declaration of Mr. Francisco Javies Vallejos Parajhn, Frigate Captain 
DEM of the Nicaraguan Naval Forces (Annex 1 ) 

2. Copies of photographs of the area inspected (Annex 2). 

3. Video of  the area inspected (Annex 3) 

In witness whereof. 1 issue this certification an 14 April 2007. 

Carlos J. ARGOELLQ G ~ M E Z  
Agent 

Republic o f  Nicaragua 





NOTARFADAI. En la dudad de Managua, a las dm de la tarde &el dla 
- - - .- .- -- - - I 

I trece de abnl d d  afio dos mR sle1e.- Ants ml: ROBERTO DANILO C H A C ~ N  RNAS, Abogado y Nobrio, 4 ,  - - -  A -  - - - -  

Pirbllco de fa RephMka de Nbmgua, de este damlclllo y ~idem%, deb!damente > -- - - - -. - - - - - - - 

~celentlsfrna Cbrte Suprema de Justkla para ejercer la p f e s b n  d d  Notadado durante el qulnquenio que I 
. - - - --- -- - -  - .  - .-. - -- . - -- 

7 
-.cplra el dIa wintldbs de Junio del am dos m i  nueve.- Cornpame eF CapMn de Fragata DEM FRANCISCO 

I 
- - - -- -. 

I SAVlER VALLEJOS PARAJON, mayor de edad, casado, de este domicilkr, mNhr en servicio actb,  quien 
K - - - -i 

pmta su servicio mltar en fa F m  Natml del EJF47Cifo de Nicaragua, y se MenlMca con CMula de rdentklad 
- -. .- -- - - - -  

I legal neoesada pam obllgarse y contratar, en -1 pam el otorgamlentb de este acto en el que actlia de 
I 1  _ _  - - - -. - 

confomldad con lo estaMeddo en ka planes sktemAtbs de pro?- de m r s a s  pequem.- ES susde  
11 . - -  _ - . - -  - -  

I 

a1 mpareclente a realbar el presente ado.- H a b  et CapMn de Fragata DEM VALLEJOS PARAJ~N en el 
I -t - - -- - - . - - - - 

ca&ctcr cun que adCla y dlce: UNICO: (DECLARAC~~N~.- Que con lecha del 11 de abrll del a b  dm rnl I 
1'  - -. - - . -. a - -  -- -. - - .  

akte rue designado para ownandar una rnislbn en la sona de C a b  Gradas a D b  a hrdo d d  Guarda h t a  I 
I P . - - - -- - - - - - -  - -  . -- . - --I 

I .  
203 del tlpo DABUR de fabkadbn ismdlta wn dos motores GM t2V 71-T 1, de 64 pies y 1q pulgadas de 

I; - .. . - -- - - 
I 

Iriplladdn de 8 a 10 ef&lvm: y la Lands RBpMa nornem 067 d d  Hpo Eduardono con do. molaeo marhos 1 
3 1  - .  - -  - - - -- . .  

Fuera de Eorda m a m  Yamaha de 200 HP cada uno.- Con un equlpo de lngenleros y t k n k  en hfdrografla I 
'1 . - -- - - _ -  - - I  

I 7  
del lnstkfuta Nicaragtknse de Estudk Tedtortak lNETER de nombres Sergio Antonlo Cordonem I 

., - . - - - - - - - -  - - -  . - 

Gonzhlez, qulen es mayor de dad, casado, hidrbgmfo y de este domlchb, M u l a  de identidad nfimem 001- 
22 . - - -- - . - - .  . . - - - - - - - -- I 

010551-0056G; Fmnclsco Javiw GonrBlez, qulen es mayor de edad, casado, t k n b  en hidmgrafia y de 
2-I . - - ---- . - . - -  . -- -- i 

este domlcili, M u l a  de klentHad dmem 001-230966M357: Osbaldo Emigdio Blanco NaMez, mayor de , 
25 . - . . - - - - -  - - - - -  - ----, 

dad ,  M o ,  t h b  en hktmgmfla, dd domlcirm de Lebn, A u l a  de Mentidad 291-050672-MlJ; Ganzalo I 
2h -- - - - -. -- - - . - -, - . . -. - - - .- 

Garmendla Ovledo, mayor de edarf, casado, t k n b  en hklmgmfla, del dmlcnla  de Puerlo C a b a s ,  FWula I 

I T  - -  - - -- 
I 

d e  identklad ndrnero 081480973-0603R; y Ios mkmbros de la Zripulacibn del Guarda Costa 203, Tenknte de I 
3 .- -- - - . .- . - -  

I Navio Omar Ell Hernandez Valverde, rnlliiar en serviclo act i f ,  mayor de edad, casado y de este domlc?b, 
10 I - - - - . . . - .. . 

M u l a  de identldad n6rnero 042-060337-0007G, Cmandante; Tenhte de Corbeta Miguef Ignacio Lezama ' 
.Ill . - - - - - - - - -. - . - - -- - - -- - - 
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-tas horas (0300 as), slendo la lrtuma v4 - - 
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