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General Missive from the Governor-General and Council of the
Dutch East India Company in Batavia to the Seventeen Directors
of the Dutch East India Company in Amsterdam, 26 December
1662, VOC 1238 (transiation by Professor L.Y. Andaya)




VOC 1238, General Missive from the Governor-General and Council of the Dutch
East India Company in Batavia to the Seventeen Directors of the Dutch East India
Company in Amsterdam, 26 December 1662.

Folios 121 - 123

Malacca

Onder de materie! van Malacca hebben wij in de bij onse jonsten geadviseert dat daer van
de hoek van barbaquiet was opgebracht een Chinese joncq komende van Heijtingh [?],
een plaats synde van het gebiedt van den mandorijn Coxin{ga} naerderhandt sijn hier van
Malacca noch aangecomen, de schuijt het hert 23 Juni ende het frigat de ganges 9 July
daer aenvoegende met brieven van 10 en 11 Meij onder andere meldende dat de kyuissers
aende gem. hoek van barbaquiet daer nae noch hadden opgebracht een jonck
huijshorende tot Canton, met gelijken bescheijt ofte voorschrijven van twee nederlanders
tot Canton zijnde als de gene had mede gebracht die hier tot Batavia was aengecomen,
waer uijt als uijt andere omstandigheden wij geoordeelt hebben dat sij tnderdaet geen
andere intentie en hebben gehadt dan hier en tot Malacca te comen handelen ende dat sij
geen ander daen en van Coxin{ga} en sijn geweest, de verschijninge van deselve jonken
hier tot Malacca al ecnige nering gegeven maer en is niet wel gecomen dat wij daer doen
juijst geen ofte seer weijnigh peper en hebben bij de magasijnen gehadt naedien sij daer
seer gretig nae sijn geweest. De vorst van Johor heeft door een gesant aen den gouverneur
tot Malacca gesonden seer groot misnoegen laeten blycken over het aenhaelen van de
voorsch. twee joncken met donder te gebruijcken onfatsoenclijksche termen van
dretjgementen ingevalle sulks in aenstacnde meer quaeme te geschieden, maer als sijn H.
denselve gesant heeft doen verstaen ende blijcken dat de gem. Chinese uijt haer eigen
vrije wille nae Malacca waren gecomen. Soo heeft hij daer in genomen satisfactie ende
bekent sijn meester qualijck geinformeereert te sijn geweest. Soo dat te verhopen sij dat
de gemelde vorst daer niet meer van sal reppen hoewel al wat hoogmodigh en arrogant
sijnde geworden gelijck aende voorsc. besendinge is gebleecken.’

Translation

Malacea

The Malacca matenial in our most recent letter has advised that a Chinese junk was seized
around the Hook of Barbukit. It was coming from Hegjtingh [?], a place under the
authority of Coxinga. The vessel ‘The Hart’ and the frigate “The Ganges’ also amived
from Malacca on the 9% July bringing letters dated 10" and 11" May which reported
amongst other matters that the [VOC] cruisers around the Hook of Barbukit had seized a
Canton jurk. Similar information or documents also came from two Dutchmen at Canton,
which the abovementioned brought here to Batavia. As a result of these and other
circumstances we considered that they had no other intention than to come and trade here
and at Malacca, and that they were not subjects of Coxinga. The appearance of these
junks at Melaka has already brought a little trade but it 1s unfortunate that we had none or
very little pepper in the warehouses, since this is much desired by them. The king of
Johor has sent an envoy to the governor of Malacca to indicate his great displeasure
regarding the seizure of the above-mentioned two junks, not without using offensive and
threatening terms in the event that the same thing occurs in the future, but we gave the
envoy to understand and pointed out that the above-mentioned Chinese had come to
Malacca of their own free will, and he was satisfied, saying his master had been badly
informed. We therefore hope that the above-mentioned king not mention it any more,

although he is high-handed and arrogant, as seen in the case of the embassy we described.
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Missive from Governor Thijssen of Melaka to Governor-General
and Council of the Dutch East India Company in Batavia, 1 April
1655, VOC 1209 (translation by Professor L.Y. Andaya)




VOC 1209, Missive from Gov. Thijssen of Melaka to Governor-General and Council
of the Dutch East India Company in Batavia, I April 1655.

Folios 221 verso — 222 recto:

... hij tot Johoor (alswaer volgens ‘t bericht vanden vrijcoopman Nicolaes Vermaer, hier
op ultimo des verleden maents met zyn wanckan over die plaets uyt Tayouan
aengecomen mede een fjk geladen jonck uyt Aimuy ende twee dittos in Quimoy (?)
thuys behoorende souden aengecomen wesen) was ingesnapt, dat ter oorsaeck wy op
desselfs comst tgeringste niet verdacht zyn geweest lichtelyck had geschieden cunnen,
invoegen ons uyt deser chinesen wedercomst. Evideat blyct, uEd. gevoelen 1n haer
missive van dato 8 apnl anno passado die luyden betreffende uyt gedruyckt niet
ongefondeert zy geweest, die daer toe schynen aen te leggen hun nescessiteyt van peper
en andere in dese geweste te comen soeken ende alsoo door dat middel de vaert op
tayouan te verexcuseren, welcker schadelyke inbreuck onses gevoelens door
dreygementen noch tbloote uytseggen deser luyden niet sal te remedieren wesen, maer
sullen daer op_in aenstaende ten minsten twee jachten besuyden Sinckapoures engte
onder den hoeck van barbequet als ontrent pedra branko (ten eynde Johoor niet comen
binnen te loopen) moet cruyschen die alsoo in goede verseckeringh naer herwaerts ofte
wel Batavia tot uEd op to brengen, dat we nochtans ter oorsaeck den (220r) Johoorschen
vorst (gelyck voordesen nochmaels verthoont hebben) sich dit grootelycks aentrecken
zoude buyten expres bevel niet ondememen decven, in ‘t werck te stellen des versoeken
‘gants gedienstigh ons hier.op Ued order en bevel hoe verre daerinne sullen gaen mogen
toecomen mach, volgens de verclaringh van den hier aengelanden chineesen annachoda
souden op desserls affscheyt van ginder buyten die naer Batavia waren verseylt noch
andere 6 jonken te weten 3 naer Stam, een naer ligoor, een naer Sangoor, ende een naer
patany zyn vertrocken, maer uyt genoochsaem consteert dese luyden hun negotie in alle
gewesten meer en meer soecken uyt te breyden dat voor ons principalen in den thin
handel van ligoor...

Summary and relevant passages translated into English

(A private trader, Nicholaes Vermaer, ceported that he came from Taiwan with his
wangkang [a Chinese-built vessel usually about 16.5 — 19.5 meters long] to Johor, where
he found a richly-laden junk from Amoy and two more from Quemoy. They come to this
region to get pepper and other things. Governor L. Thyssen thus recommended the
following {the relevant lines are underlined in the transcription above]:)

*...in the future at least two yachts must cruise to the south of Singapore Straits under the
Hook of Barbukit and in the vicinity of Pedra Branca (in order that they [the Chinese
Junks] do not enter {the Johor River]) and therefore make certain that they are brought
here {Melaka] or to Batavia. As we have seen ofien, unless the Johor ruler is greatly
attracted to this idea, without his command we dare not put this into effect. We therefore
faithfully await your order and command as to how far we should pursue this. ..’
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John Crawfurd’s Diary, extract of 7 December 1818




Pt Romanis

E.ont . Into

3.

where fresh water is to be proocured. Thae best watering
placa ia on the 5. side nsar o point forming the Eastera
extrams. The points of these bays are rocky affording
plenty of small oysters; off ¥ater roint sro the water
islots § ar 6 in mumbsr near each other covered with

trees frequantod by pigsons ard doves. Romania i85 ths

Bastarn part of Sinoapors Straits, the euttonce is divided
into two chamoels by a clustar of recks, the largest (s

20 fect above tho level of the sea named bty the Fortugumse
Fedro Branca covered with the oxcramant of pnumsrous gulls

: Sta.

ey

Tugas 8th

and tropical bdirds giving it e white shining colour.
Pt.Binting anl Pt.Bettam and an inmmwrable cluster of
fslands off the Rasti goast of Gumtra form the 8.bowdary.
The largs iclands sra moderwtely high, on Bintang are two
ramarkebls hills rising abruptly frou thoir bass to son
hofght and ere good lanimarks to seamdn In navigating

. these narroe chsmmels. The vhols of the Halay coast,

that of Sumatrs and the islands ed jacent are well clothod
with'ﬁna:tinber. The bresdth of the entranss of the
traits is 9 milag Dut narrowed by small islets towande
that of ¥alagea. Hoon off tho wstor lslands ebout 3
miles in & now ohannsl we discoversd on cuyr surwy of
this ooast lsat seagson.

The evening and night had light winds violent rain at
fatervslae, by 1l p.u. got to en anchorage to tha Hostward
of Pedra Branoa off it eshout 10 miles. 4t deylight
walighed and kopt turning to the #4. egntnst a strong




1818

pacasbar
Bth
gth
rish-
$og ta
and n

breozo at noor egain anchorad off the entrance of &
pessags laading to the large Salsy treding town Johore.
Theoughout ths wather overvast.

Severel of the Malay fishing boets cams alongside, fram
ona bought faor e dollar a small groen turtle, R. purchased
4 of the larger gize sending ma tvo for the orew each

waighing 110 Ins. The Hussolmen howe a yoligious evaxdfon

to tha fooll of thts anfwmal nor will thoy be fnduwcod to
partals of £t even whon In a dying stetes from the Bourvay
end suffering under the greategt privations cn boerd ship.
The fnhnhitents that dwall on the cocast anf islands are
of that faith which accomats for theiy perting with the
Turtl®s 89 choap. The woie in wbich tha Helays teke
thesa animals es well es soas of the large Cish is with
tha spear ~ they oftun appeer to be linesring and pinfing
awzy in that state for soms timm the Maley wafiting for
eiipe passing to dispose of them, aefter making thelr
agroament they bag hard for a bottle of Arraok and & fuw
bicsuita they drink the spirits &n its ardant stats are
poon ovarpowared with intorication end often emuse the
gpactotor with & variaty of atitio gambols; <holr boats
are emall, aharp et both onds - broad end shallow with
ong cell, seldom more thah three mon in each and pull
romarkably fast, in ocoming ealongside thoy manege with
coanjderable dextarity as the cozmamlers off ships going
through thase parrow gunte are enxicus ta pass all ths
dangsrs avall themsolvec of the squalls and soldoa will




ANNEX MM 24

Letter from Resident Crawfurd to G. Swindon, Secretary to the
Government, 1 October 1824, (1853) 7 Journal of the Indian
Archipelago, pp. 356-357
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96 NOTICES OF SINOAPURE.

To G. Swinton, Esqr.,
Becretary to the Government, Fort William.

1st October, 1824.

Sir,—An authentic copy of the Tieaty concluded in London in
the month of March last with the government of the Netherlands,
having been received at this place, through the medium of the
Duteh Official newspaper, I beg respegtfully to lay before the
Right Hon'ble the Governor-general in Council such observations
as are suggested by it, principally in its bearings on the local
arrangements recently made with the native chiefs at this place.

Bithe 10th article of the treaty with the Netherland Government
which touches the town and Fort of Malacca, ¢ His Netherland Ma-
jesty engages for bimselfand his subjects never to form any establish-
ment in any part of the Peninsula of Malacca or to conclude any
treaty with any in native Prince, chief, or state therein.”” On the
anthority of this article—the designations of Sultan and Toomoen-
gong of Johore given in the local arrangement to the native
chiefs appears to be unquestionable and appropriate.

€ - By the 12th article of that treaty, His Britannic Majesty engages
that no British establishment shall be made on the Carimon isles,
or-the islands of Battan, Bintang, Lingin, or on any of the other
islands south of the Straits of Singapore, nor any treaty concluded,
by British authority, with the chiefs of those islands. The cession
made to us by the native Princes of the main island of Singapore
and the islets adjacent to it, to the extent of ten geogra hiannmilcs
from its coast, is in no respect impugned by the condition in ques-
tion, as by the most liberal interpretation, the whole cession is

rictly north of the southern limits of the straits of Sin[?'npore. A

T beg respectfully to state for the information of the Right
Hon’ble the Governor-General in Council, a few doubts which it
is probable may arise in the interpretation of the 10th and 12th
articles of the treaty with the Netherland Government. By the for-
mer the town and Fort of Malacca and its dependencies are ceded
to the British Governmeni. At the period of the conclusion of the
treaty, the Settlement of Rhio, situated upon theisland of Bintang,
was strictly and in all respect a dependancy of Malacca as in ever
period of its .connexion with the Duich Government. By this
article, therefore, it would become & British possession, but this
is again precluded by the 12th article, which provides expressly
against any British Settlement ,being formed on the island of
Bintang or any treaty concluded by the British authority with its
chief. Under these circumstances the only question is whether
the 8etilement of Rhio is to be retuined or relinquished by the
Dutch authorities. .

1t does not upon the whole appear to me that the occupation
of Rhio could be beneficial to the British Government, yet its
retention on the parl of the Netherland Government, and our
‘exclusion fruwn entering into political relations with tho chiefs
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of all the islands lying south to the Straits of Singapors and
between the Peninsuls and Sumatra, may prove a matter of some
inconvenience to us, as it in fact virtually amounts to a dismem-
berment of the principality of Johore, and must thus be productive
of some embarrussment and oonfusion. This may be easily
illustrated by an example. The Carimon islandsand the Mala

Settlement of Bulang are two of the principal possessions of the

Tumungong of Johore or Singapore,-and his clsim to themris -

not only allowed by the rival chiefs, but more satisfactorily
ascertained by the voluntary and cheerful allisnocs yielded to
him by the inhabitants. By the present .treaty, however, he must
either forego all claims to these possessions, or removing to them,
renounce his connexion with the British Government. '

I bave &c.
(Signed)  J. CrawrusD,
Resident.




ANNEX MM 25

Letter from the Resident of Rhio to the Resident Councillor,
Singapore, 18 August 1827 (extract), reprinted in A.C. Baker,
“Some Account of the Anglo Dutch Relations in the East at the
Beginning of the 19th Century Based on the Records Preserved in
the Colonial Secretary’s Office in Singapore, and, in the
Resident’s Office Malacca”, (1913) 64 Jour. Straits Branch R.A.
Soc. 1, pp. 40-42
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. Rrap the following correspondence between the Resident of
Rhio and the Resident Councillor of Singapore relative to the
Carimons.

(**) Extract, from Major Elout’s letter, 18th August, 1827.

“ But not to make this letter too Jong, I shall wait for that
explanation, till I have the pleasure of meeting you. Another
niaterial point remains, and this requires much speed. I shall
very likely be obliged to write in office about the Carimons and
this ‘most probably'very soon. But I am glad our -private corre-
spondence affords me the opportunity of giving you, in the most
sincere and frankaway, my whole mind on the subject and -vou
will allow me much more freedom, and so should I, in a private
letter, than either of us could take in ap official correspondence.
I consider the line of demarcation between English and Dutch in-
fluence over these parts of the world, pretty well established by the
late Treaty—the Carimons are nominally on our side—the English
influence being prohibited there as the Dutch is on any part of the
continent or Malay Peninsula.

Suppose, I against that Treaty, suffered a Native Chief under
my Control to exercise influence over Pahang, which the Raja
Moodah here would be very happy to do,—Suppose he established
part of his own people with a Dutchman amongst them on the
place—Suppose, you, after informing me and requiring the
immediate withdrawing, but such in vain, ordered a detachment

30. C 8. 0. R. .. .. ... Vo945 P 25
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or any Naval Force to shew my Sultan’s people the way. back to
Rhio, could I, in any way, take amiss your doing so, I believe,
indeed I could not, nor should— as to forming an establishment
yourself at Pahang and hoisting colours, that'I know you would
not, without previous orders from Europe, nor will you think me
so ready of hoisting our Colours on the Carimons, as you will expect.
that I shall maintain the Sultan of Lingin’s rights on them.
And I must be very much on my guard ageinst the Sulian of
Johore, because he already took so much. Thus, he now atler his
being made Sultan, considers himself to be so on the same footing
as hig father was? then he is Sultan of Riouw and all Islands as far
as Southward as Banca—of a great many points of the East
Coast of Sumatra.

But in my humble opinion, I believe, whatever he thinks, yvou
and me, Sir, ought to follow the letter and the meaning of the
Treaty, by which although not in so many words still “the Empire of
Johore, 1. e. the old Empire over which the Sultan’s father ruled,
is divided”. We have two .Sultans now instead of “one,—Each
of them reigning over s separate part—the one Sultan Hussein,
residing at Singapore to be considered as Sultan of Johore and
its continental dependencies, he being himself under:the influence
and control of the English Authorities in these parts-of the World,
the other Sultan Abdul Rehman residing at Lingin reigning over
the Islands all around, he himself under the influence of -the
Dutch "Authorities. :

It is very true that the-Tamongong of Johore under the old
State of things had the.mapagement of the Curtmons, I know.
that very well, and when Major Farquhar saw him, it was he that
made that Gentleman go to Lingin and Rhio, to ask for the
Carimons, if I am not mistaken, but I must forbear to reflect on
those acts—for -that question is now decided at home, and I have
nothing to do but to submit to the Treaty. But if I must do so, I
hope, Sir, you will the more willingly and generously do so, as
that decision was, by far more advantageous to your Government
and its agents at that time concerned with the dispute, than
to any Government and myself—And I now undertake not only
for myself to regulate me and all- my actions after the Treaty,
but to prevent sny body under my influence from acting in a
different way, I hope you will be disposed to do the same, and I
am confident that your influence over Sultan Hoosein will make
him withdraw from the Carimons, and prevent misunderstandings,
and perhaps Acts of violence, from which I could not so easily
detain the Chiefs under my Control, as their cause is a just one,
and they have already been the sufferers a good deal from what
happened before.

Allow me, in concluding this Jetter, to-make once more an
apology for my want of sufficient knowledge of your language,
and to disclaim any word or expression that in the course of the

R A Bog.. Np. &4, 1913,
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letter, "that could be thought improper, for my intention 1s to be
so polite and decent as frank and sincere.

A true Extract.
(Sigped) J. P.




ANNEX MM 26

Letter from the Resident Councillor, Singapore to the Secretary
to Government, Prince of Wales Island, Singapore and Malacca, 8
September 1827, reprinted in A.C. Baker, “Some Account of the
Anglo Dutch Relations in the East at the Beginning of the 19th
Century Based on the Records Preserved in the Colonial
Secretary’s Office in Singapore, and, in the Resident’s Office
Malacca”, (1913) 64 Jour. Straits Branch R.A. Soc. 1, pp. 45-46
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To John Anderson, Esqr., (**)
Secretary to Government, Prince of Wales Island.
Singapore and Malacca.
Sir,

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No.
1453, underdste the 30th ultimo, tranemitting enclosed a Memo;
of the substance of a Communication eventually to be made to the
Resident at Rhio, and copy of the Houonrable the Governors
Minute of the 25th April 1825.

I beg to state in extenuation of the lack of precision of inform-
ation noticed, that I considered the Hon’able the Governor in Council

34. C. 8. 0. R. T e .. Vol 945 P, 110Q
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might be much better.informed than myself, of all the Native Chiefs
in-the Straits, and that it consequently was necessary to advent to
them, and likewise with tegard fo the intentions of the Dutch to
" take. possession of the Carimons, I.was perfectly unacquainted till
the receipt of the private communication from the Resident of Rhio,
as already submitted to Government and sizce which period the
15th ultimo, I have had no further correspondence with the Resi-
~dent of that place. .

3. 1 shall take the hberty of extendmg this Jetter to parti-
cular replies to the several Paras:: of the letter now under acknow-
ledgement, and with.respect to the claims of Sultan Hussein
Mshomed Shah to the several Islands &c. noticed in the 2nd Para:
of the Honorable Board’s letter,I am not aware that such may be
the extent of them, however, I have reason to think, had Sultan
Hussein Mahomed permitted the son and heir of the late Tamoon-
gong to succeed to the benefit and dignity of the Carimons, this -
question would not have been agitated, for it'is evident that this
young man has cought the assistance and Sultan of Lingin to place
him® in his hereditary rights which the rapacity of Sultan Hussein
Mahomed appears unjustly to have deprived him of.

4. T have no information to deduce the inferences which the
Honorable Board have drawn in the 4th, 5th, 6th and 7th Paras:
of ‘their letter, but consider them to be very possible and in a great
measure ‘borne out; by the tenor and contents of the Netherlands
Resident’s letter to me, of the eventual necessity of supporting the
claims of the Raja of ngm and of requesting the Sultan Hussein
Mahomed to withdraw from the Carimons.

5. .To exert our influence with the Sultan to effect this object,
might possibly expose the Government to many inconvenient appli-
cations and remonstrances on his part for the supposed losses and
rights he might thereby eventually reliriquish, besides leaving the
matter quite open to the wishes and- views of the Netherlands
Government whatever they may be, and not that it would in my
opinion be the means of satxsfymg or preventing the Netherlands
(overnment from taking possession, hoisting their flag or forming
a settlement on the Carimoms...............................
I am happy to find that the tenor of the reply made by me to the
Netherlands Resident of the 15th Ultimo, is not at variance with
the spirit and substance of this document.

6. I beg to state that no further papers have passed between
myself and the Resident of Rhio on the present subject than those
which have already.been submitted to the Honorable the Governor
official copies of which I shall forward forthwith.

I have, etc.,
(Signed) JoHN PRINCE,

Resident Councillor.
Siagdpore, the 8th September, 1827.

Jour.. Straits Branch
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Report by Edward Presgrave, Registrar Imports and Exports to K.
Murchison, Resident Councillor, 5 December 1828




Siraits Settlements Factory Records
Series : W 159
Date : January 1829

Singapore, the 20™ January 1829
(Registrar of Imports and Exports)

Read the following Report and Enclosure from the Registrar of Imports and Exports on
the subject of Piracy

To
The Honourable H Murchison Esquire

2

Resident Councillor

Sir,

I have the honour to lay before you the result of my enquiries on the subject of
piracy accompanied with such observations as my information and experience enable me
to make. So much has of late been written and more talked on this subject that I fear I can
add little to the general information already possessed. Mr. Crawfurd the late Resident is
said to have reported fully to the Bengal Government on the state of piracy and his
observations are likely to be more of value and weight than my own which I offer with a
degree of diffidence propotioned to the difficulty of obtaining correct information from
the Natives where all who are best able to offer it stand more or less implicated in the
charge.

2. I am unable to state on my own experience (since it does nor permit me to draw a
comparison with former years) that piracy is on the increase, but I can venture to affirm
that taking into consideration the state of the population of the adjacent islands unless
some different check is opposed to the evil, it will increase with the increase of that

traffic on which it subsists; or rather that its successful practise will in the course of a .

short time so damp the spirit and check the enterprise of the Native Traders that this

valuable branch of our commerce will be soon languish and become extinct. That piracy ..

does exist to a very great extent in the neighborhood of our Settlements is notorious and
within the last three months 1 have had occasion to bring the fact to the notice of
Government, in three or four instances of the attack and capture of Native Prows
returning with valuable cargoes from Singapore. The most casual view of a Chart of
these Seas is sufficient to convince any one that no part of the globe is more favourably
adopted for the secure and successful practise of Piracy and when to these natural
facilities are added concurring [habits] and dispositions of the Natives which inhabit
these islands we shall scarcely expect to [find] it less flourishing here than in the states of
Barbary. From the earliest times of which we have any record of these Countries, piracy
has [been] a distinguishing feature in the character of the Malays. Their popular, but




purile, romances [attest] this was their practise before the establishment of a regular
Malayan Government and some time after this event attention of the Sovereign appears to
have been first called to the framing of a Code of Laws adapted to the roving and
maritime circumstances of the people. These laws, though probably enacted with the
view of introducing a greater degree of order and subordination among the crew of Malay
vessels and establishing the authority of the Nakhodas or Commanders on a firmer
foundation manifestly favour piracy. After the expulsion of the Malays from Malacca by
the Portuguese in the beginning of the 16™ century the fugitive King with his adherents
settled at Johor and from this period his power rapidly declined and the people began to
disperse themselves over the surrounding Islands and coasts. At the beginning of the
following century we find the Malay Sovereign at Johor ready to unite his scattered
forces with those of the Dutch, by whom overtures had been made to him, to expel the
Portuguese in their turn from the fortified town of Malacca. In the event of success the
Dutch were to occupy the Town and the King of Johor to re-establish his Sovereignty
over the rest of the Malacca territory. Whether this projected invasion took place I am
not informed, but the seat of the Malay Government continued at Johor. Domestic
troubles and quarrels continued to harass the Royal family and to scatter the people. At
length Sultan MangKat (Mangkat) de-Julang, was murdered by his Chief Officer of State
His younger son succeeded him, but being attacked and put to death by his elder brother,
who had been banished the country in his fathers’ life time, the latter established himself
on the throne of Johor, and removed the Seat of Government to the Island of Bintang, on
which the Settlement of Rhio now is. The Royal family afterwards removed to Lingga,
or Linggin, as it is usually called where one of the sons of the late Sultan now lives, and
but for the support he and his brother at Singapore desire from the English and Dutch
Governments these two representatives of the ancient family of the Empire of [Johor,]
would be little more than the nominal heads of the few piratical hordes which are
scattered over the various Islands forming the territories of Insular Johor.

3. It is difficult to give an accurate description of the limits of what is usually termed
the Johor Empire. It appears to embrace the Southern part of the Malayan Peninsula till
joined by the Malacca territory, and principality of Pahang, a small portion of the eastern
coast of Sumatra, laying between the Jambi and Siak Countries, all the Islands lying
between the Karimons to the South- Pulau Aor to the East, at the entrance of the China
Sea- and Linggin and the numerous Islands adjacent thereto, extending nearly to the
Islands of Banka and Billiton. This is a rough sketch of the boundaries of the Johor
territories, but may be accurate enough for the purpose here designed, viz to convey a
general idea of the geographical situation of the pirates, which more particularly infest
this neighbourhood and harass and annoy the native trade of this place.

4. Enclosed is a list of the places and settlements with the number of inhabitants at
each at this day considered to be under the authority of the Sultan of Johor the document
makes no pretensions to strict accuracy, but as it is formed from the information of the
natives well acquainted with the places, I hope it is a near approximation to the truth, and
will serve to give a tolerable idea of the numbers and state of the population of these
islands, and at the same time throw some light on the subject under consideration.

5. The subjects of the Sultan of Johor who inhabit the Islands are usually by the
Malays termed Orang Rayat-the common oriental word signifying a subject generally,




but s here restricted to one class of the Sultan’s subjects. They live in small and
detached communities or settlements on the several islands under the immediate control
of two officers called Orang Kaya and Batin, the latter being subordinate to the former,
these officers are appointed by the Sultan of Johore. When the place 1s of sufficient
importance or prescription has established the custom, both officers are appointed, but the
smaller stations have only a Batin over them. The Orang Rayat are scarcely better than
slaves, and at the same time than professional pirates. They are in the lowest grade .of
civilization, and it is owing to this circumstance that they are so little formidable to any
but the natives. They subsist for the most part on fish and sago, and when they are not.in
their piratical cruizes, collect the produce of the rocks in the vicinity of their respective
stations, which finds a ready market in the neighbouring European Settlements. This
produce consists principally of agar agar, trepang, a small quantity of tortoise shells and
birds nests, in very small quantities. The first article is the sea weed, which may be
considered the staple commodity of the [...... ] of these savage Islanders. It is. in.
considerable demand among the Chinese and sells from thirty to forty dollars a Bahar.
They are compelled to collect this article and deliver it at a very madequate rate to.
whomsoever the Sultan may appoint to receive it-which is usually some one of .the
family, or an Officer of the Government, for whose private benefit it is appropriated.
Thus the late Tumunggong received all the agar-agar from the Rayats of Sugi, Trong,
Galang [....] which yielded him a considerable revenue per annum, as will be seen by the.
four places instanced in the margin (see at the foot of the letter). The price at which the
weed is purchased of the gatherer is fixed by custom at 6 dollars the Bahar of 12 piculs,
while the market price is from 30 to 40 dollars as I have already stated. Since the Jang
Dipertuan Mooda has taken possession of the Karimons this exaction of the Johor
Government 1s paid at Rhio. I have been rather minute in these particulars.in order to
show that the oppressive nature of the Government is perhaps among the chief causes.
which drive these people to seek a livelihood rather by piracy than by honest and patient
labour, but even the former mode is made subservient to the profit of their chief as.will
appear below.

6. Though all the Orang Rayat may be looked upon as Pirates, ready to obey any
leader, the inhabitants of the following places, are more particularly addicted to this mode
of life than the rest: they consider piracy their birth right and inheritance. The figures
denote the number of prows supposed to be employed annually in this service.

Tamiang 30 Pama 20 Galang 20
Muppah 30 Buru 3 Trong 10
Sakana 40 Moroh 15 Sugi 6

The four last places were under the Tumunggong residing at Singapore until the late
transfer of the Karimons to Rhio.

7. In the months of February, March and April the Rayats are usually engaged in
collecting the agar agar in May the rocks are clear of this article and in the month of June,
by which time the South East Monsoon is steadily set in and the weather fine, they
prepare to proceed on their piratical depredations. They do not all sail in a body, but only
the prows of each detached settlement or tribe keep together. These separate fleets.of
boats are dispersed in different directions. They make annual visits up the Straits .of




Malacca, and proceed as far as to the north of Quedah, making free booty of all that falls
in their way, both sides of the straits being scoured by them either going or returning, and
as necessity requires or the hope of plunder invites they take occasional shelter in the
several bays and rivers on either shore. By the end of October they are almost all
returned to their settlements, where, after having disposed of their plunder for the most.
part they pass listless lives till the weather again permits them to collect their marine
productions, and the season recalls them on their predatory expeditions.

8. In this free booting system I am informed they are frequently (perhaps usually)
supported by their own chiefs, or other respectable Malays, who possessing a little money
are more inclined to embark it in a piratical adventure than to hazard it in the more
tedious and uncertain profits of commerce.

9. That-this was the principal occupation of the late Tumungong at Singapore

previous to its becoming a British Settlement, and his chief means of support, is well

known to all. He usually found the artillery and ammunition, and for these, certain parts

of the plunder were reserved as his portion, such as the hull 6f the prows captured- all

guns taken above a certain size- krisses and other weapons coming under certain

description and a portion of the female captives. Besides these at the close of the.
expedition, the freebooters were expected to make him presents according to the success

which had attended the cruize. To the Panglimas or Commanders of each prow he made..
an advance in money, termed Ayaman, in order to enable the Panglima to meet the

expence of outfit and equipment, to any amount he chose to become responsible for, and.
on his engaging to repay it on his return with an interest of 50 per cent. For carrying on

this species of unlawful traffic his office as Tumungong doubtless afforded him peculiar

advantages. Under the regular Malay Government the Tumungong is the second officer

of the State, and has very extensive authority committed to him by his Sovereign, who
troubles himself very little in the executive part of the administration tho’ for forms sake,

all affairs of importance are referred to him for his decision.

10. A similar system appears to be carried on at present day by other officers of the

Sultan of Johor. The Orang Kaya of Muppah and the Amba Raja of Lingga are both said

to have become wealthy by these means. Whether the Sultan of Lingga himself
participates in the spoils I am not correctly informed, though it seems more than probable

that his hands are not quite pure. There is no doubt that he is well informed on all points

of this nature, for what is openly carried on by his principal officers, almost immediately..
under his own eyes, cannot but have his sanction if not his cooperation. The same remark

1s especially applicable to his brother residing under our protection at Singapore. There..
appears nothing in the moral character of either of these Princes to restrain them from

entering fully into all the details of so lucrative and promising a trade, but as self interest.
sometimes supplied the place of a better principle, the latter may think it prudent to

abstain from an open participation in it, as such would be a direct breach of an article of.
his treaty with the British Government.

11.  Each prow when fitted out for a piratical expedition usually carries from 40 to 50
men. The latter is the largest class of Boats. None sails with fewer then 30- the medium
number from 40 to 50 and 60. The crews of each boat are under the orders and direction
of three officers- a Panglima or Captain- a Juramoodi or helmsman and a Jurubatu. The
expense of the equipment falls on the Panglima. To each of the crew who may require it,




he advances a sum of money on his entering into the service, this is afterwards refunded,
but without interest, or increase. On taking a prize the crew only are allowed to board
and plunder, each seizing what he can do to his own share- with the following
exceptions- the female captives which belong to the Panglima- also if one man seize
more male captives than one he must give one to the Panglima. Gold and silver if not of
more value than 100 dollars belong to him who seizes it, if above that value one haif of
the surplus goes to the Panglima, the other to the seizer- certain of the weapons belong to
the Panglima. The above are considered distinct from the cargo which is divided into two
shares, one to the Panglima, the other to the Crew, the Jurumoodi and jurubatu sharing
with the latter their portion being a little larger than that of the rest. After the prize is
taken and the booty distributed in this way, a general cock fighting usually ensued,
wherein each stakes according to the richness of his share of the plunder and the
unfortunate captives are again subjected to the sport of a chance more cruel than that of
war, in order to gratify this barbarous propensity of their brutal captors.

12.  Differences ansing among the parties which cannot be settled by the Panglima are
reserved for the decision of the Chief, or of the Sultan himself on their return, but on
board the prahu, the Panglima has the power of life and death over the Crew. Also if one
party attack a prize and a Prow of a different tribe happen to come up at the time and join
in boarding and plundering it, the Panglima of the Prow first engaged brings the matter
afterwards before the Sultan, who decides according to the circumstances of the case.

13. Such are the habits and mode of life of the Rayats of Johor. The Sultan of Johor
can on emergency (such as a war with a neighbouring Chief) command their services.
On such an occasion it is said he can assemble from the several Islands and places under
his authority from three hundreds to four hundreeds prows. Other persons may also hire
the services of the Rayat or professional Pirates: and in this respect they resemble at sea
what the Penderas of India were by land.

14.  The Raja of Trengganu is said to support a number of pirates. Their station is at
Redang, an island not far from Trengganu. The peoples were originally from these ports,
but no longer held allegiance to the Sultan of Johor. Their depredations are for the most
part imited to the East side of the Peninsula and the Gulif of Siam. The Bendhara. of
Pahang, I have reasons to believe, holds no intercourse of this nature with the Orang
Rayat, but being himself an Officer and subject of the Johor Government he would not
likely to take any active measures in suppressing the Rayats in their predatory excursions.
With regard to the other Malay States in the Straits of Malacca, I am informed that the
Rajas of Salangor and Perak afford shelter and protection to the marauding Rayats and
that the Pirates which infest the Dindings proceed from the Johor islands. The Raja of
Siak also employs his own subjects in the same nefarious practises.

15.  Besides the Orang Rayats of Johor the Lanun people infest these Seas with their
piratical visits. These people come from the [Soloh] Seas; their principal Country is
Maggindaro and the adjacent Islands. In making their visits to these parts, which take
place annually for piratical purposes they are guided by the monsoon. In sailing from
their own seas they first touch at Tompassok on Borneo, a Lanun Colony. From
Tompassok they next proceed to Karamata, whence they disperse themselves in different
directions. Some scour the Straits and Coasts of [....... ] and ports thereto adjacent- some
the East Coast of the Peninsula extending their depredations as far north as Siam. Others




proceed up the Straits of Malacca and penetrate northward of Quedah. Those destined
for the Straits usually touch, at Rettah on the Sumatran shore where a colony of these
people settled about 15 years ago. The Lanun Prows appear on these shores, in the
months of August, September and October. By the muddle of October the monsoon
becomes too strong to permit of their pirating successfully, and is favourabie to their
return to their own country with their booty. They are more feared at sea by the Native
trader than the Orang Rayat, which is owing to their prows being of a larger class and
better manned than those of the latter. Many of the Lanun Boats have crews of 100 to
150 men, the usual complement is from 50 to 100 and mount 8 or 10 large guns of the
swivel or Rantaka Kind. They are said to treat their captives with greater mildness than
the Rayat and never kill any who do not resist. Each prow is commanded by a Panglima

- with three subordinate officers. The first is called Amir Ally. In dividing the plunder the

cargo of the prize is portioned into thirds, one of which goes to the Amir Ally. Gold and
Silver or Jewels under the value of 100 dollars are the property of the Seizer. If above
that, 1t 1s divided into 1/3 rd, one to the Amir Ally, 1/3rd to the Seizer- and 1/3rd to the
general concern. All other things are the night of the Seizer, with the exception of the
female captives, which are the right of the Commander.

16.  The Lanuns while cruzing in these ports meet with no countenance or support
from the Chiefs or people, except what they derive from the Colony of their country men
at Rettah. The Malay Rayats and Lanuns entertain the greatest inveteracy towards each
other so much so that if a Lanun Prow appear in sight at the moment the former are in the
act of taking a prize their enmity must be gratified before the appetite for plunder is
indulged.

17.  The Commanders of Native Boats arriving at Singapore are not required to
produce at this office any papers, certificate or manifest, showing where or how they
obtained their cargoes. Such a regulation I fear would have little effect in checking
piracies, and [would] at the same time be a considerable impediment to Native Traders, .
considering the state of places whence they bring their traffic and the consequent
difficulty of their procuring [a document] of the sort on which we could place [any
reliance ]

18.  With regard to the best means [calculated] to remove an evil so prevalent and
injurious, these must of course depend upon the authorities who alone have the power to
apply them, but if the foregoing particulars shall contribute anything towards the easier
application of such a remedy, whatever it may, I trust, I shall not be deemed to have
entered into unnecessary details. My design has been to show the real nature and extent
of the [web,] its origins, and the causes which keep it in operation, in order that, these
being known, the remedy may be sought for and applied with a certainty and precision
which may ensure, if not entice, at least, a much greater degree of success than has
hitherto been attained towards a radical cure of the evil.

Singapore I have the:
5 December 1828 Signed / E. Presgrave
Regr of Imp: & Exp:




(Memorandum referred to in the 5® paragraph)

Places Market Price Price to the gatherer

"Trong 50 40 6
Sugi 20 30 6
Moroh 40 45 6
Palampang 30 60 6

155
140 at $38.75 ... $5425
Deduct prime cost ... 840

The Temenggong’s profit Sp. Dollars 4585
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Letter from the Government Secretary to the Resident Councillor,
Fort Cornwallis, 22 December 1829




To

The Honorable H Murchison Esquire
Resident Councilor
Singapore

Sir

I am directed by the Honorable the Governor in Council to acknowledge the receipt of
your letter of the 7 instant respecting certain circumstances relative to the Schooner
Helen, the property of a Chinese Merchant at Singapore having been seized on Tree
Island, where she together with her cargo was seized by a certain person named Raja
Jaffer, and conveying for the information of government your proceedings connected
therewith, and further your subsequent letter of the 9 instant propounded for the
consideration of government certain question having reference to your Judicial and
Executive capacity in connection with the committal of Raja Jaffer, on a charge of Piracy.

In réply to this communications I am directed by the Honorable the Governor in Council
to convey to you his sentiments on the case in general together with such remarks as your
letters above alluded to seem to call for.

It appears that a vessel under Dutch Colors with a cargo said to be Bntish property is
wrecked on Tree Island a place beyond our Jurisdiction and within the scope of Political
control of the Dutch. The Master of the Vessel comes to Singapore for assistance and
return with 3 boats to the wreck from which he lands part of the cargo. The Vessel is
then seize by one Jaffer stating himself to be a servant of the Rajah Mudah of Rhio, who
manages at the Carimons. A letter is then produced brought by one Abdul Latif from the
Raja Mudah directing Jaffer to take possession of the Vessel, and allow nothing to be
carried away from her. Report is made to the Resident of Singapore who acting under the
Deposition given and concluding from the known character of those concerned, that the

whole 1s an act of Piracy, seizes the Vessel and also Rajah Jaffer and brings him to

Singapore, where being delivered to the Magistrates, he is detained on a charge of Piracy.

When a flagrant act of Piracy is committed, Property seized and endangered thereby, the
intervention of public authority is certainly highly proper and necessary though the affair
might happen beyond our own limits. Pirates being the Enemies of all Nations, 1t might
in such case be presumed that the neighboring state in amity with us, would rather
approve than object to the act of preserving property so situated, and seizing the
offenders but it is to be feared that however circumstances might have seemed to warrant
interference on this view of the case it will turn that Rajah Jaffer was the agent of the
Rajah Moodah of Rhio, that the Rajah Moodah acting under the orders of the Resident of
Rhio had seized the Vessel not for plunder, but in all probability by the general directions
of the authorities at Rhio to seize all property so situated reporting the circumstances to
them, which indeed in the letter brought by Abdul Lattif, Jaffer is directed to do. The




Vessel is under the Dutch flag, wrecked on an Island politically under Dutch authority.
The protection of the Property vested with them, and the appeal for redress against the
plundering should have been made to them. And if British authority interfered it could
only be warranted by the urgency of the case and the immediate protection of the
property until the agents of the proper Authority took charge. Raja Jaffer then therefore
should have been immediately sent to the Resident of Rhio.

The Honorable the Governor in Council does not perceive how that person could have
been committed for Piracy for seizing a ship under their own Colors or immediately
under the dutch authority and therefore quite out of our Jurisdiction, but even if the case
had amounted to Piracy, it would have been better to have left the whole to the
Netherlands Government they have probable powers to prevent piracy which we have
not. As the demand for the delivery of Jaffer to the Resident of Rhio is anticipated, it
becomes necessary that some opinion should be given on the question propounded in
your second letter. That person it is presumed i1s now committed until release in due
course of law. The only process by which he could be released would be by appointing
some person in behalf of the Resident of Rhio or of his Government to apply to the Judge
for a Wnt of Habeas Corpus or and affidavit that he is detained on a charge not under the
Jurisdiction of the Court. The answer to that Wnt would probably to that he was duly
committed and the point to be argued before the Judge would be whether the act was
done within our Jurisdiction. If not the discharge of the prisoner would follow. The
necessity of such proceeding however would much depend on the manner and style on
which the Resident might make his reclamation of the person.

As is not expedient that the common course of law should be interfered with by
application from the executive accept in the case of necessity, there is nothing to prevent
Jaffer himself making the application. Proof that he had the authority of a recognize state
for what he did, would of itself do away the charge of piracy, and leave political question
to be settled between the two States concerned.

Fort Cornwallis ' [Signed (illegible)]
22" December 1829

SOURCE : SSFR (K 14)ff:197,22™ December, 1829
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“Missing Vessels — Navigation to China”, Singapore Free Press, 13
October 1836 (extract)




Singapore Free Press
Dated: 13 October 1836

Missing Vessels-Navigation to CHINA
To the Editor of the Singapore Free Press
Sir,

I observe in the last published Singapore Chronicle, a statement that the Hormasjee
Bomanjee and Margaret Graham were spoken by the Ahmoody in Lat. 13° 51 N. And Long. 110’
58 E. I have no doubt of the fact; but it affords not the slightest ground for any hope of the safety
of these vessels- on the contrary it is quite clear that if any thing short of being totally lost had
occurred to any of the three she must have arrived in China previous to the date of our last
advices from thence; (the 3 Sept.) but it has been ascertained that not one of them had reached
their destination at that daté and there can be little doubt therefore, that all three are lost.

I am inclined to believe indeed, that if those engaged in the trade both at home and in the East
were true to their own interests, much more than I have yet ventured to suggest might and would
be done for the improvement of the navigation in question. At a very little expence- at a cost
which could be a mere drop in that ocean of the great capital embarked in the trade, the
navigation of the Streights for example might rendered perfectly safe, by a floating light on the
edge of the North Sand and a light on the Rabbit and Conie- and I think it would not be
impracticable to establish a light on Pulo Supata in the China Seas and perhaps also on some of
the islets of the Paracels shoals. The light on Supata would be of the highest importance to the
safety of vessels running down in the North East monsoon, as you may ascertain by a reference to
Horsburgh’s Directory in which he relates the narrow escapes which even whole fleets have had
of being wrecked, owing to thick weather and currents which prevail at that season, when it is not
uncommon for vessels to be without observations for several days consecutively. Of course the
lighting Supata, would involve the necessity of taking possession of the island and placing an
establishment there. I apprehend there would be no great difficulty, moral or physical as to either:
but at any rate no objection of the kind can be made to the improvement of the Streight’s
navigation in the manner proposed. The fund for defraying the expense might be derived from a
trifling duty on tonnage and on the most valuable export, say, opium, for example, combined. The
rate required for the purpose would be so very insignificant in amount as to afford no just ground
of objection to it: and the Government of India would be fully warranted in levying a tax so small
for an object so important, to that numerous lives and large amount of property embarked in a
most extensive and valuable trade.

I have been led by a natural connection of ideas to address you at much greater length
than I intended, but I submit my communication entirely to your editorial discretion and shall be
quiet satisfied with the exercise of it, whether that be manifested in the alteration, curtailment, or
even suppression of my lucubrations.

I have the honor to be, &c.
A Traveller
Singapore, 9" Oct. 1836
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The Canton Press, Canton, 26 November 1836




The Canton Press

Dated: 26™ November 1836.

CANTON PRESS
26™ November 1836
CAPTAIN HORSBURGH

We give in another column the proceedings of a meeting, held on the 2™ inst. and
which was very numerously attended, particularly by such whose vocations led them to
take a more immediate interest in the subject of the meeting, in which it was proposed
that a fitting monument should be erected to the memory of the lately deceased Capt.
James Horsburgh. From no spot could the proposal to do honor to the memory of Capt.
Horsburgh come with more propriety than from Canton, where there is not a foreigner
resident but 1s indebted to that eminent Hydrographer for the safety perhaps of his person
and for the property floating at Sea, or which has at previous periods, under Horsburgh’s
directions, been safely taken from, or brought to Canton. We are therefore glad to see the
proposal come from Canton first, and as the European community in Calcutta as well as
in every part of India and the Straits shares equally with us the debt of gratitude, we
doubt not that the call upon the public there will be equally effectual, and that there also a
part of the sum requisite to carry into execution the monument the several Committees -
shall decide on, will be collected; nor do we think that in the commercial cities of
England, and perhaps Europe, the call to do honor to the illustrious dead will be
unresponded to.

It is unnecessary to explain in detail of what nature are the benefits Capt.
Horsburgh has conferred upon the shipping of all nations; his labours are too well known
to every one for us to comment on, and thousands are daily on the wide ocean, consulting
him on their voyages. Every one connected with trade is more or less under obligations
to Horsburghs directions; the seaman for lessening the dangers of his adventurous calling;
the merchant and ship owner for the saving of time in and comparative safety of his
enterprise; and the underwriter for lessening the risk he protects the merchant from. All
therefore ought to contribute to a testimonial of gratitude to this distinguished man nor
ought such a testimonial to be raised merely by his countrymen but by individuals of all
civilized nations, for to all in proportion to the magnitude of their shipping interests has
he been a benefactor.

At the meeting these opinions were very properly expressed, and unanimously
agreed to and gentlemen resident here, of as many different nations as could be found
were named as Trustees to carry into execution any plan that should be agreed on
hereafier.




To erect a merely ornamental monument to the memory of a man whose whole
life was devoted to useful sciences, & who leaves behind him memorials more lasting
than the purest marble would however gratifying to his friends, be but a poor comment of
his exertions. Such monuments well befit the winner of many battles, the results of
which generally are as fleeting as his short span of life; they are becoming to the memory
of the Statesman whose exertions can only be partially appreciated by his successors,
who may be reminded by them, that to such a man their forefathers were indebted for a
more or less lasting prosperity of their country; they may suit the memory of the less
gifted poet, whose marble effigy may peradventure outlive his works or the language in
which he wrote, now become obsolete; but let Horsburgh’s memory be honored by the
erection of some durable monument, which may, while it proves that his services are
gratefully remembered, continue to be beneficial to the seafaring, whose interests when..
living he had so much at heart.

The meeting held on Tuesday last appeared to be nearly unanimous in similar. .
sentiments, and Capt. Hine proposed that in memory of Capt. Horsburgh, a lighthouse
should be erected on a rock called Pedra Branca situated at the eastern entrance to the.
Singapore Straits in about 1. 20 North Latitude and 104. 24 west Longitude. No project
appears to us more happily conceived, and none which, with moderate means could be.
more easily achieved. From it’s position, it would be of very great advantage to all ships
bound eastward of Singapore and most of the valuable shipping to and from China would.
be benefitted by it, the want of a similar beacon having long been felt, it being now, we
believe, the practice of ships about to enter the straits from the eastward, not to attempt it
during the night. This rock is peculiarly favorably situated, and from the great numbers of
ships annually passing it, the light upon it would be of service to a great many. The.
expense of a Light-house on Pedra-branca would probably not be much, and quite within
the reach of the probable amount to be raised by subscription, and we even hope, that,.
after it’s erection shall have been determined on, such subscribers as put their names to
very moderate sums only, as not knowing to what purpose they were to be employed, will .
then come forward more liberally. As it is, the subscriptions at the meeting only, from
which on account of it’s being a very busy day in most of the Offices, a great many of the..
resident merchants were absent, amounted to about $1500, and considerably more will no
doubt have since been collected.

We can course make only a very rough guess at the probable expense of the.
lighthouse, but seeing that no expensive foundations are necessary; that the rock at all
times is above water, that the weather in the Latitude of its position is almost at all times..
fair, so as seldom or never to interrupt the communication between the rock and the
shore, and that its distance from Singapore, where building materials are almost cheaper.
than any where else, is only about forty miles, that moreover, the rock being about 30 feet
about the level of the Sea, and that therefore the light to be effective in that singularly
clear and placid atmosphere would not require to be more than perhaps 25 feet higher, or
altogether 55 feet above the level of the sea, we come to the conclusion that the building,
of the lighthouse with its lamp would not probably cost much above $ 2,000, if so much,
as only a substantial round brick tower is needed. The warder and his family might, we
think not cost more than $20 a month, or $240 per annum, and, supposing that a Picul of
Oil at $7 was consumed every three days, the total expense per annum would not exceed
$ 1100. This annual expense might be raised partly by the interest on the amount of




subscriptions not expended in the building of the lighthouse, and partly by levying at
Singapore, Bombay and Calcutta, Lightmoney, say $5 per annum on every ship about to
proceed to China.

These suggestions we beg, may be taken only as a speculation of our own, which
we believe not to be incorrect in the main, but which, not having any data to rest on, may
require correction.

We merely notice two other proposition made at the General meeting; the first. by
Mr. Clarke, to found with the proceeds of the subscription a scholarship or professor-ship
of Nawvigation in England, which proposal was opposed by Captain A. Smith as contrary.
to the objects of the meeting, it being not one of a national but of a cosmopolitan
character; all nations being invited to do honor to the memory of Capt. Horsburgh,.the
monument to be raised to it should not be confined to England alone. Mr. Clarke
thereupon withdrew his proposal.

The other motion was by Mr. Layton, seconded by Mr. Matheson, as will be seen.
in our account of the meeting. We do not quarrel with the motives of this proposal; they
are not doubt praiseworthy; but we much doubt it’s feasibility. It would be necessary to.
establish a nautical board; this would necessarily consist of the commanders of ships as
annually visit China; they would have to be elected annually, and would perhaps not.be
very willing to prepare themselves to enable them to examine the youngsters, besides we
are afraid that in practice, however well it may look in theory, any thing but the good.
expected, would arise from it.




PUBLIC MEETING HELD AT MARWICK’S HOTEL

For the purpose of taking into consideration the measures proper to be pursued, to
render a lasting tribute of respect to the memory of the late Capt. HORSBURGH.

W. JARDINE ESQ. , in the Chair
November 22nd 1836

The meeting was opened by Capt. Hine who briefly stated it’s object and
suggested that if sufficient funds could be raised, the purpose would be best answered by
the erection of some work of public utility, as a light house on Pedra Branca, in the
Straits of Singapore.

Mr. Clarke suggested the founding a Scholarship or Professorship of Navigation,
but it was determined by the sense of the meeting, that, as subscriptions were to be
invited from all parts of the world, a merely national institution was not to the purpose.

Proposed by Mr. Innes, seconded by Capt. Grant, that the following Gentlemen be
appointed as a Committee to carry into effect the objects of the meeting - with power to
add their number - viz. Mr. Jardine, - Mr. Dent, - Mr. Wetmore, Captn. Hine, - Mr. Van
Basel, - Mr. Astell, - Mr. Fox, Framjee Pestonjee, - Capt. Young.

Proposed by Mr. Layton, seconded by Mr. Matheson, that it be suggested to the
Committee.

“The propriety of establishing an annual examination of the junior Officers,
Midshipmen and apprentices of ships trading to China, in theoretical and practical
Navigation, Algebra, Arithmetic, Practical Astronomy, Naval Mechanics, and other
useful subjects - such examinations to be conducted by a Committee of Commanders and
Resident Merchants.

Proposed and carried, - That a subscription list be now opened and afterwards to
lie at different Mercantile Houses.

Proposed and carried, - That the thanks of the meeting be given to the Chairman.”
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The Canton Press
Dated: 10" December 1836.

CAPT. HORSBURGH

On the news reaching China, of the late Captain HORSBURGH’s death, a
meeting was held, to consider in what most suitable manner Honor might be done to the
memory of a man, from whose labours and research, commerce and navigation at large,
but particularly that with the East, has derived so much and such lasting benefit.

It was at once resolved to commence a subscription, and in order that it’s object
might be in the spirit of that usefulness to which the life of the deceased was ever

devoted, a Lighthouse was suggested, as an appropriate memorial, and PEDRA
BRANCA at the entrance of Singapore Straits, named as the site of one of a Series,
(should funds enough be collected to extend the number.)- The whole to bear his name.

The Undersigned were appointed to act as Committee in furtherance of the
general object, and as the Services of HORSBURGH, were confined to no country, but
belonged to the world at large, it’s member were selected from the various nations, who
trade to Canton

Our first step has been to endeavour by correspondence, to obtain a general
cooperation in every quarter of the Globe, from whence the pages of his Directory have
pointed the way to the East.

Canton may be considered one of the main cocentering points of Eastern
Commerce, and as the China Sea, with it’s neighbourhood has been, in a degree,
illustrated by his own Original Directions, drawn from personal observation, it may, not
inaptly, be called the principal scene of his Glory.

It was natural that an unprompted proposal, of the kind, alluded to, should
immediately follow the melancholy news of his death, in a place where his worth and
great experience and his strict fidelity as a Guide, are so well known and have been so
beneficial by felt, but if, as is not improbable, the idea has occurred to others, of
perpetuating one of the brightest names in the Calendar of Scientific Navigation, (a name
as good as it was great,) by any common object of general utility, we are anxious to make
‘known our earnest desire to concur in whatever may hereafter be determined on.

While a lasting memento might be afforded of the dead, by some durable record-
fitting companion to his imperishable work- most important benefits to the living and to
all posterity, may be connected with it.- The suggestion of the Light house arose out of
this consideration.

The numbers are so large, who might be induced to contribute, embracing a
considerable portion of the Shipping interests of the world, and his work having been
translated into the languages of most nations that have any extended commerce, a zealous
cooperation on the part of all HORSBURGH'’S friends and admirers, seems alone
wanting to ensure success.




This cooperation we feel assured will be cheerfully afforded, and if the appeal
sent forth by the Public Press of Canton, shall be as zealously seconded by the same
powerful arm, in every other quarter, and be as promptly responded to, as in this small
community, we cannot for a moment doubt the issue.

We have the honor to remain,
Your obedient Servants,
W.JARDINE

LANCT. DENT

JOHN HINE

W.S WETMORE

JH ASTELL

M.J.S. VAN BASEL

THS FOX

FRAMIJEE PESTONJEE
Wm. HAYLETT.-Hon Secretary

Canton, Dec. 1836
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A [acsimile of the original list of the subscribers in Canton.

"The Canton Register — 10th January 1337.
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Singapore Free Press
9" February, 1837

As we are now publishing from the Asiatic Journal for last September, a brief
sketch of the industrious and useful career of the late lamented Mr. Horsburgh,
the occasion seems to invite us to return, as we intimated our intention in a former
number of doing, to the proposed scheme for erecting a light-house, or series of
Light-houses, as well in commemoration of the name and services of that eminent
hydrographer, as to impart additional value to the important information which he
has communicated to the world. Our countrymen at Canton, among whom the
design originated, are, we think, entitled to claim not only the ment of merely
proposing a public tribute to his memory, but also of suggesting at the same time
a plan in itself of the highest utility, and calculated to ensure success by the
interests which it can scarcely fail to engage in contributing to its
accomplishment. The primary intention, in fact, and secondary object become so
intimately blended, that it cannot be said to be more a plan to confer honor on the
dead, than to provide for the safety of the living by the important aids to
navigation which it contemplates and embraces. The project however, as it
derives its origin from the services rendered to mankind at large by Mr.
Horsburgh, will no doubt, ever continue when carried into effect, to be associated
with his name; and the Horsburgh Light-Houses may thus also serve to proclaim
to a future and distant generation the esteem in which exertions in the cause of
humanity were held in this, and that the example of a benefactor of his age has not
been in vain. But calculations of a more business-like nature here interpose, and
in recalling us from any dreams of the future remind us that, in imitation of the
sagacious Mrs. Glass while engaging in a much more humble undertaking, we
must begin with the beginning and “first catch” our light-houses. Towards the
attainment of this grand object the sums already subscribed in Canton promise
well, amounting as they do to about Sp. dollars 4,200 by the latest accounts; but
this we trust and believe is only a nucleus around which contributions as worthy
of the name and cause which inspired the undertaking are yet destined to
accumulate. The liberal spirit evinced in that quarter 1s well worthy of imitation,
and we hope that the earnest feeling with which the Canton Committee appear to
be imbued in furthering the undertaking will extend itself to those whom they
have appointed to cooperate with them in other places — “ in every quarter of the
globe,” as they themselves say, “ from whence the pages of the Directory have
pointed the way to the East.” Projects of this description require to be pushed
forward with vigour by those to whom the care of advancing them is entrusted,
and nothing, as we believe experience amply testifies, is more conducive to their
failure than that long delay in setting about their accomplishment which affords
entrance to the languid indifference which so often succeeds an opposite temper
of mind. We should not of course, recommend any degree of haste inconsistent
with due enquiry on every essential point- but the most eligible sites on which to
construct a chain of lights in this neighbourhood would no doubt be determined




among nautical men, acquainted with the intricacies of its navigation, without
dispute or difficulty. Respecting Pedra Branca, which has been proposed or
rather fixed upon for one, there is not likely to be any difference of opinion- and
we think the next step ought to be to settle the other points on which it would
most conduce to the security of navigation in the Straits to have lights established.
A very competent judge residing in this Settlement has we understand suggested a
floating light on the 2 '; fathom bank, on the North Sands- and a stationary light-
house on Barn Island, as sufficient to render the navigation of the Straits of
Malacca easy to all — an opinion which consists with what we have ourselves
before heard expressed by others. In addition to this, a light on Pulo Sepatu, in the
China Sea, as suggested by a correspondent of this paper some months ago, would
prove of the highest importance, as the thick weather and currents which prevail
in the North East monsoon, place vessels running down from China at that season
of the year, in imminent danger of being wrecked upon the coast of that Island.
The establishment of a light house in that situation may however, be for some
causes, impracticable- and it is of course to those quarters were their feasibility is
beyond all dispute that the public attention should in the first place be directed.

The next important question connected with the establishment of light-houses, in
the Straits is of course the expenses attending their erection and maintenance. On
this point we are without any guide- but we have heard the cost rated at about
7,500 dollars for one on Pedra Branca - 3,000 Drs. for that on Barn Island — and
10,000 Drs. for the floating light on the North Sands. These however are mere
rough estimate, framed upon no particular data and, we should say, rather under
than above the mark. But no just approximation can we presume be made without
reference to those whose particular avocation it is to superintend such
undertakings — more particular in the case of a floating light. It is desirable, we
should think, that estimates by a competent person should be laid before the
public with as little delay as possible; and every requisite means taken to shew
within what limits the undertaking may be finally and successfully completed.
With respect to the expenses of maintenance and superintendence after the light-
houses should be constructed, there is no doubt we believe that the Government in
India would provide the requisite funds by imposing a tonnage duty, upon the
numerous vessels which annually pass through the Straits, and partly perhaps by a
small tax upon the Opium Trade, which to such an immense value is yearly
conveyed down the Straits of Malacca. The tonnage duty on vessels would require
to be very moderate in order to provide a very considerable fund for that purpose
— and would besides be more than fully made up by saving the time and trouble of
nightly anchoring as they now do on a voyage down the Straits- that being a
precaution which the presence of lights on the places mentioned would enable
them with the utmost safety to dispense with. To raise a sum by subscription
which would suffice as well to construct light-houses on the sites above specified,
as also to leave a surplus of which the annual interest would be sufficient to
defray the expenses of keeping them up, must we imagine be beyond the
expectations even of the most sanguine- if that would require, as we believe it
would, not less than an annual outlay of Sp.drs. 5,000 and probably more. We
entertain, however, no apprehensions on that score- the establishment of these
lights would prove, of such inestimable advantage to shipping that a general
voluntary contribution for the purpose from that source would, we are sure, not be
wanting even if Government should not interpose with regulations to secure it.
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Singapore Free Press
Dated : S April 1838

CHINA
THE HORSBURGH MEMORIAL

TO WILLIAM STANLEY CLARKE, ESQ. AND THE MEMBERS OF THE
COMMITTEE TO THE HORSBURGH MEMORIAL, LONDON.

Canton, 19" January, 1838
Gentlemen,

The active and judicious means you have taken to further the view of the General
Committee in raising funds for the purpose of erecting a lasting tribute to the memory of
one who toiled through a long life for the benefit of his fellow creatures, meets with the
sincere thanks and warmest approbation of your fellow labourers at Canton in so pleasing
a task. The only point on which our feelings appear not to be unanimous is respecting the
manner on which that tribute should be paid. Your purpose that it should be a monument
erected in St.Paul’s or Westminster Abbey, - we, that it should be a Light House on one of
those spots through which, surrounded with all its difficulties, he has traced a safe and
comparatively easy navigation. It is true that, by placing his monument with those of our
illustrious dead, you accord him that place which he held among the living, but there it
would end. The Chisel of the artist would be admired while the deeds of the man would
be passed over in silence and neglect. We have already invited all nations to join us in our
undertaking, and we look to America, Holland, and France with the most sanguine hopes.
We submit then our opinion to you ; whether we should not take into consideration the
character of the man who has immortalized himself, and to whose memory we can only
add a tribute of esteem; and if so would it not be a greater testimony of gratitude to
follow a course in unison with the feelings which animated that benevolent being while
alive by building a Light House on some spot where ships are constantly going on shore,
that he may still be instrumental for the benefit of mankind in saving many a ship from
destruction. By this you will perceive it is our wish to adhere to the plan which we
originally proposed, but as a proof of our anxiety to co-operate with you, we will
originate a subscription for the furtherance of your views in hopes that many of this
community will join in it, and, in return, we beg to solicit that you will use your influence
to procure subscribers to co-operate with us in the view we have taken. In reply to the
apprehension expressed in your letter of not being able to procure sufficient funds for the
object we have in view, we venture to call your attention to the extent of the subscription
already received and to remind you that even upon your plan of limiting subscriptions
from individuals to one guinea, leaving firms and public bodies unlimited, there will be
no occasion for supposing that a sufficient sum will not be procured for the erecting of
one light house at least. The spot we propose for the first is Pedra Branca, and the list of
vessels which have been lost and stranded there in a short space of time, the names of




which we subjoin for your information, will, we think, influence you considerably in
giving us all the aid you can, and fully explain the motives which guide us.

We have the honor to remain,
Your most obedient Servants,
(Signed)

William Jardine,

John Hine,

William Bleakin

Lancelot Dent,
E.C.Bridgman,

Dadhabhoy Rustomjee,
J.Archer,

List of vessels above referred to: Nova Desada, Sylph, Pascoa, Lord Ambherst,
Ruby, Lord W. Bentinck, Glenelg, Ardasseer.




The Horsburgh Memorial. In another column we have copied the letter recently
addressed by the Committee for the Horsburgh Memorial here to that in London, in
answer to one received by the former from the latter. It will be seen from this letter that
the Committee in London differ in opinion from that in Canton as to the manner in which
the memory of Horsburgh is to be honored, and that in London it is proposed to erect a
monument either in, St. Paul’s church or Westminster Abbey, while here the Committee
persist in the wishes expressed at the meeting where the first collections for the memorial
were made, viz. of erecting a Light House at Pedra Branca, and if sufficient funds can be
obtained, others at spots equally dangerous to navigators in the straits of Malacca. We
have, from the beginning espoused the view of the matter taken not only by the
Committee alone but by all the Chinese subscribers in general with but few if any
dissentients, nor do we see reason to change our opinion on the subject. We are well
aware that few can have stronger claims than Horsburgh, whose life was devoted to the
benefit of not only his own country but that of every nation, to have a monument erected
to the honor of his memory among the most illustrious of his countrymen, and will think
the call of the Committee upon the residents here to give their aid to that purpose will be
willingly responded to, but we do not think that, to effect this, the original intention of the
subscribers ought to be relinquished, nor do we think can any thing be devised more in
consonance with the tenor of the life of the illustrious dead, than to render, through the
respect shewn to his memory, even by his death, a lasting and signal benefit to navigation
which owes so much to his knowledge and zeal when alive. The Horsburgh light house
will recall the memory of the departed hydrographer oftener to the mariner than his
stately marble in St. Paul’s, and call to his mind the gratitude he owes to a man whose
memory even has lessened the dangers of his adventurous calling. Besides the advantages
which the plan of the Committee at Canton has over that in London as far as utility is
concerned, we may also point out that'some additional weight is due to their opinions, as
in Canton the project of a Horsburgh memorial was first conceived, and found such favor
with the community in general that, though our society is so very limited in numbers, the
subscriptions already collected here amount to the respectable sum of drs 4,220 — a sum
alone sufficient to cover a considerable part of the building of a light house on Pedra
Branca, & much. greater, in proportion, we believe, than those collected at any other
place.




From the Canton Press of the 10™ ultimo, we insert in a preceding column a letter
addressed by the Canton Committee for the HORSBURGH MEMORIAL, to a similar
body for the same purpose in London; from which it appears that the latter give the
preference to the erection of a monument in St. Paul’s or Westminster Abbey, in
commemoration of the great hydrographer, instead of Light-houses to aid navigation in
this part of world, as first suggested by the Committee of Canton, where the scheme for a
Memorial was originated. In the views expressed in the letter we fully concur, as also in
the observations on the subject by the Editor of the Canton Press, which we also quote.
Further contributions may be made for the erection of, “storied urn, or animated bust,”
but the primary object we think should be the establishment of Light-houses as originally
proposed, and as according so well with the character of HORSBURGH's services to
mankind at large. Probably so large a sum would not have been contributed at Canton,
except upon the understanding that the subscription was to be applied to the latter
purpose, which must, we presume, be more expensive than any tribute in marble which
would be deemed necessary or appropriate. Subscriptions to a consideration amount
have also been made at Bombay for the purpose announced by the Canton Committee
for the Memorial, - and besides, what interest have subscribers in France, Holland and
America, where the Committee are so sanguine of support, in the erection of a monument
to HORSBURGH in St Paul’s or Westminster Abbey, compared with the establishment
of Light-houses to facilitate navigation in dangerous seas which their ships are constantly
traversing?




T unsn.lx_‘ b .){0{1.“1 !ja .

B~ u.r n‘u.,

To i Hrmb-j o
CBON; ]

i ' f uumy 1838

rOu” lnve mkcn
- omnn itve m
‘llmr a Ihll!l“
fl tl\ron fh a

on nch our: feJqu ni e'u' not to
¢ , As%r bpef‘llll‘) the ) m&unex.it which it
itubute :houl;l be i‘ul “You purpose|that it should
bera micnurLyt er cled: in i8¢, I’uul Q) 'f}’cétmzmth:;
'Ab beify i Zwe, bt de shoald bé a 1} wht] Hiise. on oiie
of those:s spots® ‘ihioauh whieh, wnoumled with a117it§
‘dlﬂ1cu!uea, he- hu§ taced a sah. aad {eomparatively
sy nadigation. : ;[t it .triue that, by, jilucing his mo-
diinent with tigse of onr iftustrioas ‘¢ ead, voa ac-

eord -Nim that place whith:lse held '\\n‘ang thie living,

Bt there -it. wodld . end. : The clitsel* of the drtist
“Woul };)\, ddmlﬂ‘(l \\'hl‘(} lll@ deeds (\f he [n.u) wonld
s “passed. aver jir silencgdud neg sieet. We have
'aheatl) inivited afl natioiis to. join.ng in our dnder-
rakiiigy ~d1ul we ok to Amética; |[Holland, ':md'
Tmncv \" H'lnn 1nst sauuu.n(- hop¢ We vu‘) ..u,
ilon £ .yon, \\h(lhu we should not taks

i, the: chavaeter - o thig anan. who. has
lmmmlaluwl lunw( f, and’ 16 whoss: hemory. we can




only J'IJ a- tribite of estevin 3 and; if so, would it
not he. greatm testimony. of qu.mlud° Lo foilow a
cowrse. in - unison witli “thé feehgs fhich animaled
thyt Lenevolent being while.alive by building a Lighs
House on soine spot whue shlp‘s are: constanly g0~
ing-on shore, (hat he may-still .Lg instwmental for
the “hencht of “maukind in. saving miany « :,lnp frony
destructiont By -this Tyoud -will - pérceive it is ouy
wisll, to. adhere to the plrm which .we. originally pro-.
posdd, - but.as proat ol our: anudy (0. co-operate
with you, we will" orighiafe i subseription for the
fuitherance of "your views™ in ‘hopes ‘thit many of.
this . commumty will joiyy 1n-if, and, inreinin, we
beg 1o solicit that - you will - ase -your mﬂuenCe
10 'noz,uie subscribers fo” ¢co-operate with us.in the
view we have tnken. Tu reply to the applehenslon
expressed in your | letter ‘of not -being ‘able to procute
wifficient funds for tire olject ‘we have in view; we_
venture to ‘call your attention to the extent of the
subscription already received and forémifid: ‘you that
even’upon your plan of liiting subscnpuons fromy
individuils to" one guinea,’ leaving. firiifs, and pubhc
bodies unlimited; there will be no: occasion for sip--
pasing thata- <uﬁ1c1ent sum will-not be- pmcm'ed for -
thie erecting of one light biaseat least. .- The, spot
we -propose. for (he’ Birst is Pedra Branca,. and tlie fist
of vessels which have been last and stiaiided “there iy
a shoit space of time, the, nupres of which we:subjoin:
for your mfoxm.mon, wll . wa #rthmk mﬂuejc'e
you: (.Ollb\dtl.lbly in gnvmg usg” i¢ au} Yo, :ﬂ:.;cau,

and fully explain the motives \.\hr(,h <rmde s,

We. hdve ﬂm honm‘ to rem m.\,,,;,,-.
Yuur wiost obedient. Sebvinits:
¢ S}cm’d y
Willindi Ja rdme, o
Yobn Hine,
Williaz, ulcnkm,




gb’
we have: copleditlie fel}
Commiittee for the I bu,;
that in London, rv‘ answer {
fovmet. .ﬁom the latter..

nioh froin thal in Canlon s to. Lhe manner- whu.lh'
the.-momory of Iloksburgh . isio be hOnoxed dnd
that in London it is- proposed lo-erect .a_ monument
‘cither in St. Paiil’s -chyiich Qv Westmmst
while Jiere ~thé “Commiitee persist in the wislies ex2
vressed at the ‘meeting where - the_ first * colleétions
for the memorial weie "made; . viz. of- érecling a
Light IIouse at Pedra Rmnca, ‘ang - if-sufficient
funds can be. obtained, others at spots equally dan
gerous 1o navigatotrs in‘ihe steiits of Malacéd: . We
have, from the beginning espoused .the wewof tlie
matter taken not only by the Conmimidtee’ lone but
by all the Chinese subscribers in “general’ w
few if any dissentients, nor do we see teason to
change our opinion on the SL\l)Ject We are well
aware that. few can have stronger ' cldims. thag: I’IOl‘a—
burgh; whose life vids devoted Lo thé beueﬁt of not
only his own countiy but that of every meation; to
have a monumeiit erected to thé louol &F his mies
mory among the most illustrious of his conntrys
men, and we think the call of the Comupiittee upon
the m»u]ents here to give their aid to thst purposd
will be willingly responded to, but we db not thiik
that, to effect this; the ofiginal inténtion of tlie subs
scribers ouglit to be relinquishied, nor do vre think
can any thing bé devised more in consonguce wiih
the tenor of the life of the illustrious dead, tlan to
render, through tlie respect shewn o bxs memory;
even by his death, a. ldsting and signdl beoefit Lo
navigation whicli owes so- much 16 his knowledgs
aud. zeal when alive. . The Horsburgh liglit Tiousé
will recall the methory of the depa-ted hydIO"'hlph°l
oftener to the mariner than his statély marble in St.
Paul’s, and call to his mind the gratitude he owes to
a man whose membry even-liis lessened the dangers
of lis adventurous calling.  Besides the adyantages
which the plin of the Commluee it Camtod has oveér
that in London as far a5 iitilily is concerned, we may
210 point out that some additional weight i is due to
their opinions, as in Canton the project of a Hors-
Fureh merorial was first conceived, and found suclt
favir with the commuiiity iti-general that, though
our sociely is so very limited in nQinbers, (hé sub-
seriptions already collected here amount o the res-
pectable sum of drs. 4,.26-.1 sum alove suflicient
to zover a considerable part of the bmidmg of a light
house on Pedia Brancy, & much greater, in propor-
tinn,, wie beheve, thau those collﬂcled at any othév
p].‘ce




From the Cantan Prest of the 10th ultimo,
we ‘iosert in u précedipy column a letter ad-
dressed - by - thé* f!a'ntdn Committed for tha
Howssuwait MexoriaL to a similir body for
the saine purpose in Lowdon; from which it
sppears that ‘the Tutter gite the- preference to
the erection “of “a monument in St. Paul's or
- Westavineter Abbey, iu cominenorationi of. the.
peat hydragrapber, instend of tight:houses to
aid pavigntp_on in_this part of the world, us firet
surzested by the Committee of Canton, where”
the sclitme for a Memotial was originated. In
te views expressed in the letter we fully con-
cur, & alsy iu the olisereations on the subject
by the Editor of the Canton Press, which.we
r{so guote.- ‘Further canuibuations: may bhe
m&deqfor' the erection of ‘'storied urn, or ani-
muted bust, * but whie primary olbject we think
should be the  estublishmneut of Light-houscs
as originally proposed, and as uccording so well
with the character of lorsBonGir's secvices to
naukind at large. Probably so. large a sum !
would not. have been contributed at Canton,
escept upon the understanding thut the sub-
scription was to be applied to the latter pyr-
poee, which must, we presume, be more expen-
sive than any tribute in marble which would
be decmed necessary or appropriete. Sub-
scriptions. Lo & considerable amouut have also
been made at Bombay “for the purpose an-
nounced by the Cuanton Committee for the
Memorial,~—and Cesides, what-interest’ have
subscribers in- France, Holland and America,
where the Committea are 80 sauguine of sup- .
port, in the ercctiop of a monuwment to Howras- -
suncit in St, Paul's or Westwinater. Abbey,
compared with the establishment .of Light-
" houses to facilitate navigation in dangerous
seas whicli their ships are cunstantly travers-
ing? '

el F3res




ANNEX MM 35

Letter from Jardine Matheson & Co., Treasurer to the China Fund
for a testimonial to the memory of the late James Horsburgh
Esqre, care of Messrs. John Purvis & Co, Singapore, to Governor
S.G Bonham Esqre, Governor of Prince of Wales Island, Singapore
and Malacca, 1 March 1842




The Hon’ble S.G. Bonham Esqre.
Governor etc etc
Singapore

Hon'ble Sir,

We beg to acquaint you that we hold in our hands a sum
amounting with interest to Spanish Dollars Five thousand five hundred and
thirteen 50/100 ($ 5513.50/100) arising from a public Subscription collected
in China with some small additions from India, In the years 1836 - 37, for the
purpose of erecting a testimonial to the memory of the late celebrated Mr.
James Horsburgh.

At a general meeting of the subscribers, a wish was
expressed that the contributions should, if possible, be devoted to the building
of a Light House, bearing the name of Horsburgh, on Pedra Branca, at the
entrance of the China Sea, but nothing definitive was resolved on.

As this is a design which can only be carried into effect
and maintained under the immediate auspices of the British Government, we
beg to express our readiness to hand over the above amount to you in the hope
that you will have the goodness to cause a Light House (called after
Horsburgh) to be erected either on Pedra Branca, or on such other locality as
the Government of the Hon'ble East India Company may deem preferable.

The amount is far from adequate; but we trust the well
known munificence of the Hon’ble Company will supply what additional funds
may be wanting for an object of such eminent public utility, intended at the
same time, to do Honor to the memory of one of the most meritorious of their

servants.
Macao } We have the honor to be etc
Ist March 1842 } (Signed) Jardine Matheson & Co.
Treasurer to the China Fund for a testimonial to the
memory of the late James Horsburgh Esqgre.
Care of Messrs John Purvis & Co. Singapore
Source: Military Department (Marine Branch)

Consultation 15 February 1845, No. 5
NAI, New Delhi India




ANNEX MM 36

Letter from Governor S.G. Bonham, Governor of Prince of Wales
Island, Singapore and Malacca to Jardine Matheson & Co.,
Treasurer to the China Fund for a testimonial to the memory of
the late James Horsburgh, 4 April 1842




[No. 13 of 1842]
No. 13

To Messrs Jardine Matheson & Co.
Treasurer to the China Fund

for a testimonial to the memory
of the late James Horsburgh Esqre.

Gentlemen,

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
of the Ist Ultimo, and in reply to inform you that a copy thereof will be
Jorthwith transmitted for the information of the Right Hon’ble the Governor
General of India in Council, with a recommunication on my part, that a Light
House to be called the Horsburgh Light be erected on Tree Island or on some
other adjacent spot which may be deemed by Mariners more desirable with '
JSunds of which the contribution so obligingly offered by you should form a parz,
to be afterwards kept up at the expenses of the Hon'ble East India Company.

A Light House on Pedra Branca would no doubt form a
more thrilling object than one on Tree Island - but an edifice of this description
would nevertheless be much more useful on the latter than on the former site
can be maintained with greater certainty and at a smaller expense - advantages
which will I hope be admitted as fully counterbalancing the more prominent
locality afforded by Pedra Branca.

Singapore, } ' I have etc
4th April 1842, (Signed) S.G. Bonham
Governor

(True Copies)
(Signed) S.G. Bonham
Governor.

Source: Military Department (Marine Branch)
Consultation 15 February 1845, No. 5
NAI, New Delhi India




ANNEX MM 37

Letter from J.T. Thomson, Government Surveyor to Governor S.G.
Bonham, Governor of Prince of Wales Island, Singapore and
Malacca, 1 May 1842




To The Hon'ble S.G. Bonham Esqre.
Governor of Prince of Wales Island
Singapore and Malacca

Sir,

I beg to have the honour of laying before you plans Nos. 1, 2
and 3 for a Light House proposed to be erected on Barn Island, which
considering the distance from Town, from whence all the materials must be
sent, together with the difficulty of getting carpenters and masons who are so
fully employed at the numerous works carrying on at Singapore, cannot cost
less than Twenty Thousand, Twelve Thousand and Five Thousand respectively.
These different sums do not include the making of the framing for the light
room windows and lamps. As it would be better for Government to order these
from England, I have written out the following description of them:-

The framing of Light rooms and windows ought to be glazed with
the best Plate glass accompanied with duplicates in Case of Breakage.

The light should be from oil with Argand burners, placed in the
Jocus of silver plated reflecters, hollowed with accuracy to the parabolic curve.
These reflecters of which there are six, ought to measure 18 to 24 inches over
the lips, and the lights would be powerful enough to be seen seven leagues in
clear weather.

In order to distinguish the light from the many fires that are kept
burning on the adjacent Islands by Malays, the lamp should be made to revolve
by machinery alternately showing a light of bright yellow and red. This is
effected by placing plates of stained glass before the lamp and thus showing a
light of the same color as the glass interposed to the observer.

Singapore } I have the honour to be etc
} (Signedy J.T. Thomson
Ist May 1842 } (True Copy)
(Signed) S.G. Bonham
Governor
Source: Military Department (Marine Branch)

Consultation 15 February 1845, No. 5
NAI, New Delhi India




ANNEX MM 38

Letter from Governor S.G. Bonham, Governor of Prince of Wales
Island, Singapore and Malacca to G.A. Bushby, Secretary to
Government, Fort William, 23 July 1842




Genl. Dept.

[No. 93 of 1842]
(Copies)
No. 93 of 1842

From The Governor of Prince of Wales Island,
Singapore and Malacca.

To G.A. Bushby Esqre.
Secretary to Government,
Fort William,

Dated Singapore 23d July 1842.
Sir,

Referring to letters from your Office dated 6th February and 13th
November 1839, I have the honor to forward for the information and Orders
of the Hon'ble the President in Council, Copy of a letter to my address from
the Treasurer to the China Fund for a testimonial to the Memory of the late J.
Horsburgh Esqre, together with my reply thereto.

2d. The sum placed at the disposal of the Government from the
China Horsburgh Fund amounts to 5513 Dollars, the estimated expense of the
Turret forwarded in Mr. Commissioner Young's letter of the 9th November
1838, amounted to 3650, Dollars which, should the Plan suggested by that
Gentleman be adopted will leave a balance of 1863 Dollars for the purchase
of a Lantern or Revolving Light.

3d. As however the sum subscribed in China was intended for the
erection of a_handsome Building in honor of the Memory of the deceased Mr.
Horsburgh, I may be perhaps espoused in proposing that the whole sum
subscribed should be entirely set a part for that purpose, and that the
Inhabitants of this Settlement, be required to find funds for the Lantern or

revolving Light and that the Government afterwards undertake to uphold it at
the expense of the State.

4th. Barn Island, the site where it is proposed to erect the Building
is about 16 miles from Singapore, and the Inhabitants of the neighbouring




Islands might, if the Establishment for its Superintendence was not tolerably
strong be induced to attempt to plunder it, and again as the knowledge of the
existence of this Light will doubtly induce Ships to come thro’ the narrow
Straits at night, it is absolutely essential that the Light should every night be
in perfect Order. [ am of opinion therefore that if the Government is pleased
to undertake the erection of the proposed Light House, and to maintain the
Light at the expense of the State, an Establishment of the following extent will
be necessary:-

I Superintendent ................................ Rs. 75.00
6 Natives ... @ 12 each ....................... " 72.00
Qil Cotton etc €1C .......cocveveiveeiiiiaannen.. " 53.00

Company’s Rupees __200.00

Sth. Under this view of the case, I have directed three other Plans to
be prepared which I herewith forward, the most suitable in my opinion being
that Estimated to Cost 5000 Dollars, the balance of the sum subscribed in
China Viz. 513 Dollars might be expended in procuring a suitable Lantern from
England, and if found insufficient, subscriptions should be set on foot at this
place to make up the deficiency.

6th. Should Government be pleased to receive the Funds now tendered
from China, the expense of upholding it ought certainly to be borne by the
Inhabitants of this place which might be collected by the imposition of a charge
of 4 Rupees for the Port Clearance of each square Rigged Vessel anchoring in
the Roads as well as Junks from China and Siam and one half the amount on
Native Boats graduated to their respective sizes.

7th. I have been unable to submit this matter for the consideration of
the Government earlier as I have only this day received the reply of the

Chamber of Commerce at this Settlement.

} : I have the honor to be etc.

23d July 1842 } (Signed) S.G. Bonham

Governor of Prince of W. Island
Singapore and Malacca.

Military Department (Marine Branch)
Consultation 15 February 1845, No. 5
NAI, New Delhi India




ANNEX MM 39

Letter from G.A. Bushby, Secretary to the Government of Bengal
to Governor 8.G. Bonham, Governor of Prince of Wales Island
Singapore and Malacca, 31 August 1842




[No. 852 of 1842]
(No. 852)

To S.G. Bonham Esgre
Governor of Prince of Wales Island
Singapore and Malacca

Sir,

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
No. 93, dated the 23d July last, and enclosures, relative 1o a proposition for
the erection of a Light House at Barn Island, as a testimonial to the memory -
of the late Mr. James Horsburgh, with your recommendation that the
Government be at the expense of maintaining the Light, and that for this
purpose a fund be collected by a duty on Vessels anchoring in the Roads, Junks
etc. at Singapore - the Building to be erected with the money subscribed in
China for the Testimonial, and the Lantern, or revolving Light, to be found by
the inhabitants of Singapore. .

2. The Hon'ble the Deputy Governor directs me to refer you
to the opinion of the Court of Directors as expressed in Para: 20 of a Dispatch
in the Marine Department, dated 4th September 1839, copy of which
accompanied Mr. Secretary Prinsep’s letter dated the 13th November gquoted
by you in your present letter, and to state that the objection expressed there,
and in other communications from the Hon’ble Court to the levying of Harbour
and Anchorage duties, and the importance which the Hon'ble Court and the
mercantile community of Great Britain attach to the preservation of perfect
Jreedom of Trade at Singapore, preclude His Honour from entertaining the
proposition now submitted for imposing a Port Duty on vessels visiting
Singapore.

3. The three plans received with your letter are herewith
returned.

Fort William } I have the honour to be etc
The 31st August 1842 } (Signed) G.A. Bushby

Secy to the Gowvt. of Bengal

Source: Military Department (Marine Branch)
Consultation 15 February 1845, No. 5
NAI, New Delhi India
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Singapore Free Press, 25 May 1843




Singapore Free Press
Date: 25" May, 1843

Praacy. —~The frequent and regulur occur-
rence of acte of Piracy in the immediata
neighbourhood of Singspore, snd the serious
loss of lifs.and pcoperty with which they are
almost invariebly atlended seems to call for
soma means being adopled without defay for
putting u alop lo such practicas, which munt
otherwise, if unremedied, inflict a eerioun in-
jury oa the native trade of tha port.  Ducing
the last threa months we lava recorded five
i caves of piracy, bul for nught we know they

. may not be half of what have tuken place —
_indeed we think it highly probabtle thet many
. cases are naver mude knowa to the authori-
! lies here at atl. Qut of the five Junke altuck-
ed (here weore six men killed & 13 wounded,
a farge number when wo consiler the amall.
ness of the Crews with which these Junk- ire
generally manned. The places and ldands
near which these pitacies nea most freguent-
1y commitied and whers the plrates go for
shieltar aud concealment, such as Pulo Tin-
ghie, Batu Puteh, Puint Romania ¢, are all
within the 1ersitories of our well beluved ally
and pensionary, the Sultan of Johore,
ot rather of the Tomungong of Johare, for he
is the ren! Sovereign .Indeed we believe thut
Citia-well known beyond w doubt that all the
pirates whose praceedings almost weekly
cuuse 40 much yexation and tewuble 10.he
Authorities here are subjects of the Kingdom
of Juhiore  The proper course 1o be pur:ued
is therefore plain and obvions.  Let the To-
‘mungong be called upon by the Government
| to prevent Lis subjects for coulinutng their
- pirutical practices and o punish those who
“caanot but be known to him as pursuing this
_avocation.  He cau bave no difficulty to as-

| certaining the ideutity of the Pirates, il he-

does nol know them niready, and his power

| over them 1 sufficient for prevention or-puu-
If hie pretends tiat ke cannot tho’

1limrent
he would, prut a stop to their proceedings from

' their independence of his rile, then in piroof

| of the sincerity of Lis desite 10 aid the Beitish

© Authorities in trushing  the pirates let hin
“gulligiise (his govenunenl to take the neei-
sary meaiurcs and give thea free ijugress to
his territories with (he requisite furce. A few
visits to sume uf the wostuoted huunts of tha
piraied, and the establishment of o siwall s1u-
non with a few aepoys or pulice, at one ur two
- of the Islands and places on the Johore coast
would soon ellectually repress and extirpate
piracy. Butif the Tomungony will uot; either
by taking measures Limasell or Ly aullorising
the Guvernment hece to 1ake measures in his
name and under his sanction, put s stop 10
the piratical proceedings of his aubjects, then
we would advise that the Government hold
flim personally respeusible, aud by stopping
Iis muuthly ullowsuee, orit pecessary by
otherwise coercing him teuch him that in
an ally ead one who ie drawing the Lbouuly
of the Qovernment practices on his part or
that of his subjecta witl nut be tolerated, which
if done by one who was uvuconuecied with us
by treaty or any olher tie would e apeedily
checked, and puaished H the Torg-irgong
cannot be brouglnt 1o co-operate cordially and
effectuaily with usia the wmeasures for putting
down piracy then the uext best plan will be
that which we mooted some weeks ugo-—
namely to have one ar-two smull Ifon steams
ersin place of the preseat Gun-Loats. con-
stantly cruizing along the corst of - Jou

hore and visiting the ditferent lslands;and
overhauling any syspicious looking boats they
mey see. Dot if lus Highuess should by his
sawillingnese or indiffevence pot us to this
sapenve, we venlure Lo hiat that as tire whela
mischiel o cacasioned by the melpractices of
his sahjects, it would be only (air and proper
that he ohould contritate vowards the cost
which wowld meceesarily be iacared, land
would tiers(ore propose that so lowg zs the
Breamars &c sroudd be fonnd necessary, his
| montliy allowaace should Le spplied towards
- defraying the axpenss thereof.  There 1s no.
doobt thet the Tomuagong could if he pleased .
st onea put 80 and 10 the pisates, ond this
| Goveroment baving the means in their porée

| cught ta.ivsit ua'his dotag 0.~ = o




it has been saggested to us that o Police.
Tannsh at Tunjong Changi, beyond the- 20t
Red Clif would be of considernble admmauq
us # check on the pirates who residq in llmt
quarter. We recommend this to the allention
of the auvtborittes who we know are exceedmg\--
ly anxious that every meaus in their, ower
shoold be applied to the repreasion of ptrucy.
The ormation of a good road along the coa
w this dirsclion would also” malena]ly pro-a
mote the desired object, and we -therefore
hope that the lne of road at- present makmg

in ihat districs will be continued as speedily
a3 pOSbIbIB.




ANNEX MM 41

Letter from Edward Belcher, Captain of HMS Samarang to W.J.
Butterworth, Governor of Prince of Wales Island, Singapore and
Malacca, 1 October 1844




*B
Her Majesty’s Ship Samarang,
October 1st 1844

Sir,

In reply to your communication No. 109 and bearing date
April 20/44, requesting an opinion upon the most eligible position for a Light
House in the Straits of Singapore.

I have afier very mature consideration, and also from a
recent special survey come to the conclusion: That in pursuance of the intent
of the note "to erect a Testimonial to the Hydrographer James Horsburgh
Esqre.” I am firmly of opinion that it would tend more to the general interests
of navigation if such Testimonial stood upon a position where its benefit would
be generally useful to the navigation of the China Seas as well as these straits.

For the latter object, nature specially presents the
Romania outer Island as the most eligible site, by affording the means of
distinctly avoiding night dangers, and thus enabling vessels to sail to and from
Singapore with confidence as well as security.

Erom a slight inspection of the Chart of the Straits, you
will perceive that a line drawn from the centre of the outer Romania Island to
the tail of Johore Bank would nearly eclipse the light by the intervention of the
nearer Land. Vessels have no business near this line, but, as is frequently
practised in our recent British Light Houses, it is very easy to screen the light
to the safe line, so as to warn vessels in time to shape a safe course. The law
being, either on entering or quitting the straits, to "Keep the Light in Sight"

The Navigation immediately past the Light on the
Cardinal points within a short distance is secure. But the vicinity of dangers
is easily made known by the lower panes of the Lantern being formed of red
glass, at the angle of depression, which would warn in time to haul off.




The Rail of a Lantern might even be adapted to the same
object, by slightly obscuring the Light by a wire Gauze. If this is placed to meet
the danger of the "Rock awash " the reappearance of the Light after the passing
the danger will reassure the Navigator.

The Island affords good superficial extent for the
construction of a Light House, which should be based as a Martells Tower, and
any chance of surprise from Pirates be obviated by clean scraping to low water
mark. This Lower Tower should be furnished with a small gun either for
signals or defence. The towers of the Light House springing from its centre.
This would prevent the necessity of any force beyond the Light Keepers and it
is very doubtful if the mere knowledge of a Gun being there mounted, would not
effectually prevent the Pirates from using the Channels in that vicinity.

This Lighthouse may be further rendered useful by
reporting by signal to vessels passing to Singapore, either the passage of
vessels up the China Sea, or any other information which may be signalled to
it.

I am etc. etc.
Sigd. Edwd Belcher Capin.

Source. Military Department (Marine Branch)
Consultation 15 February 1845, No. 5
NAI, New Delhi India
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Letter from John Purvis & Co. to Governor W.J. Butterworth,
Governor of Prince of Wales Island, Singapore and Malacca, 31
October 1844




*A
- Singapore, 31 October 1844

To
The Hon ’ble Coll. Butterworth C.B.

Governor etc. elc. elc

Sir,

We have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter of
vesterday in which you request us to inform you whether the funds subscribed in China to

the Horsburgh Testimonial are still forthcoming for the purpose of aiding in the erection

of a Light House in the vicinity of Pedra Branca.

In reply we beg to state the order given to us in 1842 by Messrs.
Jardine Matheson & Co. to pay the amount of subscriptions into the hands of
Government here, whenever they would pledge themselves to construct a Light House in

the vicinity of Pedra Branca has not been rescinded.

We have etc.

(signed) Jhn Purvis & Co.

Source : Military Department (Marine Branch)
Consultation 15 February 1845, No. 5
NAIL New Delhi India
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Report of J.T. Thomson, Government Surveyor to Governor W.J
Butterworth, Governor of Prince of Wales Island, Singapore and
Malacca, 20 November 1844




*E

To The Honorable,
Colonel Butterworth C.B.
Governor of P. Wales Island,
Singapore and Malacca.

Sir,

In accordance with your instruction that I should proceed
and examine Peak Rock Romania, in order to ascertain the probable cost of
building a Light House thereon, of a construction fitted for the situation and

“whose price should not exceed the limited funds, that have been subscribed for

its erection - also to estimate the cost of laying a substantial base suited to bear
a superstructure of sheet Iron, and further to make the plans (as far as
practicable with the limited sum allowed) in conformity with the
recommendation of Sir Edward Belcher Viz. "that the Light House should be
based as a Marbella Tower and any chance of surprise from Pirates be
obviated by clean scarping to low water mark” and lastly to ascentain the
position of the Rock with reference to the Romania Islands, the coast of Johore
and the Island of Singapore:-

I therefore now have the honor of informing you that
having proceeded to Peak Rock and surveyed the Islands and shores in the
vicinity, I found it to be situated, as will be seen on reference to the
accompanying Chans, about 3/4 of a mile to the Eastward of Large Romania
Istand, 1/2 miles from Point Romania, and 32 miles East by north from
Singapore Town. The Rock is barren in height about 30 feet above high water,
Spring Tides - with a length of 160 feet measured due East and West, and
breadth of 130 feet measure north and south - as will be seen on reference to
the sections drawn on the Chart of Romania Islands accompanying this but it
extends to the length of 240 feet, if measured North East and South West. The
Rock is grey granite of a very hard texture, affording excellent material on the
spot for building purposes. There is no fresh water on it, but what is left in the
hollows of the Rocks after rains. A landing on it is easily effected during calm
weather and as this known to prevail in eight months of December, January,
February and March, the landing will always be difficult, owing to the rock

i




when the north east monsoon prevails being exposed to the waves of the China
Sea. The building therefore ought to be commenced early in April and finished
if possible by the end of the following November. But as lulls during the North
East Monsoon often take place in the nights, there will be frequent
opportunities of landing on the rock during the morning.  So that
communication will never be entirely stopped even at the worst season of the
year.

2. When I first visited the rock I was led to conclude from
appearances that its barrenness was owing 1o its being washed by the waves
during the North East Monsoon, which circumstance would have rendered the
building of a permanent structure much more expensive and I should have
wished to have seen it in the worst season before fixing upon a plan for its
construction, if it had not had an opportunity of visiting the other Islands and
Rocks in the vicinity when engaged for two days in surveying them, I then found
North Rock to be of the same height as Peak Rock, and its information to be
in strata of soft stone, the decomposition of which has made a soil on which
shrubs are growing and which has not the slightest appearance of having even
touched by the waves. South Island, which is also equally exposed to the
waves, and considerably lower than north and Peak Rock is covered with trees
and other vegetation which could not exist in salt water - I therefore have no
hesitation in ascribing the barrenness of Peak Rock to its steepness combined
with the hardness of its formation, and not to the action of the wave.

3. I now come 1o the consideration of the best and most
economical mode of constructing a Lighthouse on this position as the rock itself
is of so hard a texture, the spot itself affords the best materials for building.
But on the other hand the expense of chiselled granite is so great that a
structure entirely formed of it would far exceed the funds subscribed. and stone
cutters in Singapore are so few and bad, that the completion of it would be a
matter of great difficuity. I have therefore been constrained in the Plans and
Estimates to confine the use of this material to the construction of the base
only, which would rise to the height of sixteen feet. This base as will be seen
by the Plan will be built with granite rubble inside faced with chiselled blocks,
and it will bear either a Brick or Iron Edifice above. The cost of it as per
Estimate will be 2667 Spanish dollars including the Semicircular projections or
Bastions, designed for the mounting of a gun on each for the defence of the
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Light Keepers - above the base is the entrance to the Light House, and access
will be had either by a ladder let down to the rock, or by a rope and basket
suspended from the small crane at the door. These can be drawn up during the
night or threatened dangers, thus affording ample security against any attack
that could be made from the outside, if this should ever happen.

The foundation being laid at the height of 26 feet above
high water spring tides, and this base being 16 feet, together making 42 feet,
above spring tides, for the base of the brick or Iron Tower. This brick or Iron
Tower will thus be raised beyond any action of the waves, and while this mass
of construction carries through Sir Edward Belcher’s views as to the defense
of the place, tho’ not entirely in the way recommended by him, the difficulty of
his, lying in the expense of it, will also obviate the necessity of scarping the
rock to low water mark, at least until sufficient funds be collected for that
purpose - for this operations would not cost under the sum of seven thousand
Spanish Dollars, a sum as will be seen by the accompanying Estimate equal to
that which will be required to build the light house.

4. With regard to the superstructures, 1 have after a great
deal of consideration come to the conclusion, that the strongest and most
durable building that can be made with the limited funds, will be of brick, using
montar in which molassus will be mixed. The whole of the rooms will have
arched ceilings, and the only woodwork will be in the three partitions of the
Keepers’ rooms and in the stairs, doors and windows, so that there will be little
danger of any from fire. The Estimated cost is 4332 Spanish Dollars exclusive

of Lantern and Lamps, thus making the cost with foundations and base 7000
Dollars nearly. '

S. . As to the Lantern lamps and reflectors, as they must be
made in Europe, I need say a little, and will confine myself to suggesting that
the light should be stationary, as this is not only more simple than the revolving
light but less subject to accident, and in case any of the machinery should be
broken, there would be great difficulty in getting it repaired in this settlement.
The light should also be red to distinguish it from fires on the Coast, and be
sufficiently brilliant to be seen at the distance of 18 miles, so as to form a
leading mark with ____ Point, for the leading clear of Johore Shoal. The
railings or Lantern, as recommended by Sir Edward Belcher, should be made
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to obscure the light within range of the rock awash and also South reef
apparently not noticed by him, on which the Stork was lately wrecked. These
being at present the only known dangers in the vicinity of Peak Rock in the way
of shipping. There are also some dangers to the north and north E at a
considerable distance, which could be made known to the ships during the night
by obscuring the light in their direction, but when I was there, I had not
sufficient time given me for ascertaining their exact position, and existing charts
are not correct enough to mark them with the nicety required.

6. With regard to the best mode of proceeding with the
erection of the Building, I now beg leave to offer a few remarks - it will be
observed that Peak Rock as mentioned in a former part of this communication
is 32 miles distant from Singapore and on reference to the chart will be seen
intervening the shores of a country under the rule of independent Malay Chiefs.
These shores have been long noted for the haunts of very daring Pirates, who
when opportunity offers often cut off native vessels of considerable size, a work
of this kind therefore could not be carried on without the protection of the
Government. In drawing out these estimates I have consequently reckoned on
the protection of the Gun Boat being constantly afforded from the
commencement to the finishing of all the operations. But notwithstanding the
protection thus given, a work of this kind would be very difficult and beyond
the power of any officer of Government to accomplish under any moderate
amount. [ therefore at once gave up the idea of pledging my name to the
furnishing of it by the modes prescribed, in the Engineer regulations of
Government, under which regulations I have carried on several works in
Singapore, thinking that the way proceeding hereafter mentioned of doing it by
contract with Chinese would be the only way of getting it done for a fair sum,
such as stated in the Estimate, and for my taking this course I trust the
following reasons will be satisfactory.

7. The class of people on whom we entirely depend (with a
very small exception in the few Cling masons that are to be had) for Masonry
and Carpentry work, are the Chinese, whose lower classes perhaps better than
the same class of any other nation know the power that combining gives them,
so much so, that the artizans of Singapore are leagued together in different
Hueys or Societies in which member is bound by inviolable oaths to assist and
connive with the rest. With a people of this kind to deal with, and under such
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a system, an officer of Government after having once pledged his name to finish
a work before having agreed with his Chinese masons etc. would entirely at
their mercy, for their head men would immediately agree amongst themselves
1o ask double or treble the usual wages for going to this distant spot, and
prevent all those under them whether willing or not from accepting less, they
would also greatly exaggerate the dangers from Pirates, the unpleasantness of
remaining on a barren Rock for several months. Besides a Chinese always
works lazily and unsatisfactorily on daily wages, the little moral feeling of
which he is professed not teaching him to see the injury he does his employer,
but on the other hand if he has the prospect of gain by extra exertion, his great
love of it, induces him to work both laboriously and indefatigably.

8. Our system of building has consequently been entirely
carried on by contract, a number of Chinese combining to undertake and finish
works, sharing the profits and losses amongst them, and if the works be carried
on under the eye of an European Oversees, they are well and substantially built
in all their details.

9. I would therefore humbly take the liberty of
recommending to your honor that this work be executed by contract, as being
the most economical mode of proceeding, and if it be carried on under good
superintendence provided by Government it will also be found the most
satisfactory, if otherwise the building of it for the sum stated in the Estimate
could not be guaranteed to Government.

10. Annexed to the sheet containing the Estimate will be found
an agreement signed by a Chinese contractor named "Choa Allum” in which
he undertakes to erect-the building for the sum of 7,000 Dollars when the
Government shall assent to it. This agreement of course is only preparatory
to a formal one being drawn out when the orders of Government shall be made
known. He has executed several of the Government works under me very
satisfactorily and can give good security if required, for the due execution and
finishing of the work. He tells me that tho' his portion of the contractor’s
profit in the building of the Light House would not be large, he would gain
considerably by making the return boats carry stones to Singapore for sale and
in supplying provisions etc. to the workmen, and by other ways and means not
in the power of any European.




11. In conclusion I would beg leave to say that whilst
I am fully of opinion that the sum stated in these papers would not be exceeded
if carried on by Chinese contractors, but would afford them a fair remuneration
for their trouble, still if the work were to be carried on by an officer of
Government. making his own arrangements for the supply of materials and
engagements with workmen, judging from the disadvantages that he would
labour under, compared with them, that I think in such a case, the sanction of
Government should be asked for double the sum.

I have etc.
Singapore } Signed J. T. Thomson
20th Novr 1844 } Govt Surveyor.

Source:Military Department (Marine Branch)
Consultation 15 February 1845, No. 5
NAI, New Delhi India




Estimate of the Probable amount required to build a Lighe-

house according to Plan dated 6th November 1844

Basement suited to bear zither an Iron or a

Brick Superstructure

1568 sq. ft of chisseled granite 3 § S per 10 sq.fr. 784 00
126 sq. fr - do - for platforms of 631.00
36l bub ft of Rubble stone # 53 per 100 cub fr 109.82

Masoury of above per one fr in height 16 ft 2 $10 140.00

Lime 40 Coyans ag'S& - sand 10 boats 2 $1 17¢.00

Molasses & piculs at $2 B.00

Cement for outside stones made of well burnt brick
pounded with sand

Bl0 cubic fr of Brick work 30 bricks for

A 524,300 bricks at $25 per laxa 60.75
Masoury including scaffolding $25 per layer 60.75
Lime 4 Coydns per laxa 10 covans @ 54 40.00
Sand 2% boats at $1 2.50
Cﬁtting and l;velling Rock to receive basement. 200.00
Houses and sheds for workmen 100,00
Boat hire from Singapore for p° . LCO.00
Wooden Pier of Impany -or Damarlaut 185.00
Wooden gang way from Pier to Building 50.00
Contractors profit @ 20 per cent 426 76 on 2103.80
Contigencies -- " 5" 106 bg 533.45

2667.25
Tower not including latern or lamps
Wall up te Railing 11,406 cub. Eeet
Arched Ceilings 1,766 " "
Wall cound light room 346 "

———

Less windows 576 13,518

doors 336

"

of 1ight room 2% 919 .
30 x 12579 = 377,970 bricks

————————————— @ #25 per laxa 943.42




Lime & coyans per laxa = 152 goyans @ 54/- 608 .00

Sand 37 Boats @ Sl Molasses 38 Piculs 2 $2/- i13.00
Masonry and Scaffolding 38 laxa nearly 2 S5 943,50
15 Venetianed Windows . - 4053 45.00
S5p Dollars 2335.92 1667 2
3 Iron Doors estimated weight 12 piculs 3 $10 120.00
1 Crane complete . . 20.00
Railings rcund lantern cqmplete 8 Prs. @.$10. BO. 20
50 Granite slabs reund - Do - @55 each 250.00
3 wooden &tﬁxions for light keeper's rooms . '100.00
6 stairs ' _ 30.00
Boat hire for people to and from Singapore . 100.00
Planks, Barrels etc.for holding building )
cy s ; L ) 50.00
Building materials such as Lime, Molasses ete, ) :
Contractors Profit 20 per cent 693 20 on 3465.92
.Contigencies S5 ot 173 30 866.50
4332.42

Spanish Dollars 6999.67

Singapore ) E.E.
)
19¢h Nov 1844 ) Sgd I. I. Thomscon

Gove. Surveyor

(%]



I, Choalﬁllum, Chinese Contractor in Singapore, do
hereby agree and bind myself to undertake and finish-a
Light house on Teak Rock Romania accerding to a Plam
drawn by Mr Thomsco dated the &rh November 1844, 2nd of the
Materials specified in the annexed Esf.i::ate dated the 1%ch
Y¥ovember 1844 when the Government shall asseat to my
contracting for the same for the sum of seven rhousand
Spanish Dollars including both Tower and base, but
2xcluding the Lantern and Lamps or 1 agree to execute
the base of granite to the height of 16 feer as laid do‘;.fn
in the Plan, for cthe su:ﬁ of two rthousand six huﬁdred and

sixty seven Spanish Dollars dated in Singzpore this 20th

Nov 1944,
) (Signed ) Choa Allum
in Chinese characters
Hitnesses (True Copies)
Sgd.I.F.Burrows and Sgd: W.J. Butterworth
" WM Willens Gove rnor

(True Copes)
Sgd:

Under Secy to the Covt. of Bengal
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Letter from Sultan Allie, Sultan of Johore to Governor W.J.
Butterworth, Governor of Prince of Wales Island, Singapore and
Malacca, 25 November 1844, translated by T. Church, Resident

Councilior




F/4/2108 16 verso

Uhese ave to Terdtfy thae the Sccretary of State for Forcign and
Commonwealth Affairs has in his custody a...Xgeord. v the.keards.....
Collections 184443 1098792 follo. 16.vatse.LTOR:E/4/21081. ..

....of which the following is a true copy:

From Sultan Allie of Johore

I have recelved my friend's letter, and in
reply desire to azequaint my friend, that I perfectly
understand his wishes, and I am exceedingly pleased
at the intention expressed therein as it {a Light House)
will enable Traders and others to enter and leave
this Port with greater confidence.
Dated November 25th 1844

True Translation

{5d) T. Church

Resident Counciller
Translation

Jn fribens folierenf 1 have hercunto set my hand, at the Oriental
and India Office Collections, 197 Blackfriars Road, London, SE1,

this...Tventythird............day of...December .. in the year of our
Lord One thousand nine hundred and BIREEY W0

S s

Ontental and India Office Collections
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Letter from Dattoo Tamungong of Johore to Governor W.J.
Butterworth, Governor of Prince of Wales Island, Singapore and
Malacca, 25 November 1844, translated by T. Church, Resident

Councillor




F/a/2108 17

Volume Folio Number

Wheee are to Tertify chat cthe Secretary of State for Foreign and

Translation of a letter from Datto Tamengong of Johore
Compliments
I have duly received my friends com-
munication, and understand the contents. My
friend is desirous of erecting a Light House near
Point Romania. I can have no possible objection
to such a measure, indeed I am much pleased that
such an understanding is in contemplation I wish
to be guided in all matters by the Govt., so much so,
that the company are at full liberty to put up a
Light House there, or any spot deemed eligible.
Myself and family for many years
have derived support from Singapore, our dependance
is wholly on the English Government, and we hope
to merit the protection of, and be favoured by the
Company on all occasions consistent with pro-
priety.
Dated New Harbour the 25th Nov. 1844
True Translation
(Sd) T. Church
Resident Councillor

In foitness fokereof [ have hereunto set my hand, at the Oriental
and India Office Collections, 197 Blackfriars Road, London, SE1,
this...... wenty Third day of...Degember. ... in the year of our

T - Rovas

Oriental and India Office Collections
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ANNEX MM 46

Letter from Governor W.J. Butterworth, Governor of Prince of
Wales Island, Singapore and Malacca to F. Curie, Secretary to the
Government of India, 28 November 1844




[No. 150 of 1844]
No. 150 of 1844

From
The Governor of Prince of Wales Island,
Singapore and Malacca.
To
F. Currie Esqre
Secretary to the Govt. of India,
Fort William.
Dated Singapore, 28th Novr 1844
Sir,

I have the honour very respectfully to bring to the notice
of the Right Honorable the Governor General, a matter of some moment
to the navigation of the Straits of Malacca in the vicinity of Singapore,
and the opening of the China Sea.

Some years since, funds were raised in China, with a
view of erecting a Testimonial to the memory of the late celebrated
Hydrographer James Horsburgh Esquire, and at a meeting of the
subscribers a wish was expressed, that the contributions should be
devoted to the erection of a Light House bearing the name of
"Horsburgh” on Pedra Branca, at the entrance of the China Sea, or on
such other locality as might be deemed preferable by the Government
of the Honorable East India Company.

The question of carrying out the above resolution by
erecting a Light House on Barn Island, was submitted to the Supreme
Govt under the date the 22nd July 1842 but the measure involved the
necessity of a Military Guard, Special Superintendent, and a large
Establishment, which it was proposed to maintain by the exaction of
Harbour dues. Such a restrictive measure on the freedom of the Port
was so opposed to the views of the Mercantile Community, that the
proposition was at once abandoned, consequent on the previously
expressed opinion of the Hon'ble East Indic Company in their letter No.
22 of 1839.




The funds adverted to, amounting to 5513 Dollars or
12,978, 8.4 Company's Rupees, being still forthcoming, as will be
perceived by the enclosed copy of a letter from Messrs. John Purvis &
Co.(A). and feeling persuaded of the very great necessity for a Light
House and the advantage it would prove.to the growing Trade with
China, I took upon myself to submit the subject for the consideration of
Captain Sir Edward Belcher C.B. in the hope that some site might be
determined upon which would be free from the objections referred to,
and meet the object in view. The report (B) of that Scientific Officer I
desire to lay before the Right Hon'ble the Governor General of India
with the Plan and Section of the Rock therein alluded to, prepared by
Mr. Thomson the Surveyor, together with an outline chart, shewing its
position with reference to Pedra Branca, the main land of Johore, and
Island of Romania situated about 32 miles in an E by N direction from
Singapore - This Rock is part of the Territories of the Rajah of Johore,
who with the Tamongong (C) have willingly consented to cede it
gratuitously to the East India Company.

The wreck of the Pascoa now lying in the Roads and the
number of vessels, some of which are noted inthe margin, lost or
injured by touching on the Rock in the vicinity of the site selected,

Pascoa wrecked where the current sets with such extreme rapidity as
Helen ____ seriously injured to render the navigation dangerous, and difficult, in
Heba wrecked

Henry Davidson Do

Stork

a dark night, shew the necessity of a Beacon in that
Do quarter, but the Superintending Engineer (recently

arrived from Madras) Captn. Faber, with whom I
visited the spot appeared to experience difficulty in framing an estimate
of the approximate cost of the undertaking, consequent on his ignorance
of the language, habits of the people, prices of materials, method of
procuring them etc and to consider that an enormous outlay from a
Lack to a Lack and a half of Rupees would be necessary to complete the
work of Masonry. [ had therefore almost given up my intention of
moving in the matter, when my attention was directed to the notice
(D) (which I venture to append to this communication) on the Iron
Light Houses erected at Jamaica and Bermuda only a few years since
at no very great cost at least not greater than with such additional aid
as Government may afford, I have every hope of collecting from the
Mercantile Community at home and abroad.

I accordingly deputed Mr. Thomson the Surveyor to make
a chart of the entrance of the China Sea, and after a full consideration
of the subject, to favor me with any observations he might have to offer.
The result is shewn in the annexed document (E) from the Gentleman
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who possess great knowledge of the natives, much local experience and
indefatigable industry. It will be perceived that the foundation for an
Iron Light House can be laid for 2667 Dollars, and that the total cost
of constructing the whole building of Masonry would not exceed 7000
Dollars or about 1500 Dollars in excess of the sum in hand exclusive of
the Lantern, and [ am of opinion that this structure would answer every

purpose.

The opening of the four Ports in China and the
Establishment of a Colony at Hong Kong lends an increased importance,

to the subject and may induce Her Majesty’s Government to contribute to so
laudable an undertaking by furnishing the Lantern. The Honorable the Court
of Directors too, might consider this a favourable opportunity for marking still
more permanently, their sense of service rendered to the world (under their
auspices) by the celebrated Hydrographer, James Horsburgh Esquire whilst [
can confidently say that a small establishment necessary to keep the Light in
order, would with the Gun proposed by Captain Sir Edward Belcher tend most
effectually towards the suppression of the Piracies annually committed on the
Cochin China and other Traders from the adjacent countries, who from the
strength of the current and difficulty of the navigation are obliged to anchor in
that vicinity during the night.

Without any aid however, beyond what is forthcoming,
and what will be given by Commanders of Trading Vessels, and the
Mercantile Community at home and abroad, [ feel confident, that
sufficient Funds could be raised, for the construction of a Light House
for what a respectable Chinaman has undertaken to build it, Viz. 7000
Dollars but I would fair hope that no further call on the Public may be
deemed necessary and that Her Majesty’s Government, and the
Honorable the Court of Directors, will supply what may be wanting.

A Light House, if not properly attended, would prove
infinitely more perplexing, and dangerous to the Mariner, than its total
absence. [ am therefore of opinion that less than two European, and
Eight Natives, would barely answer the purpose of keeping watch, and
working the Gun in case of need; [ would therefore recommend that two
steady Pensioners jrom the artillery might be allowed to volunteer for
the service who should receive an additional salary and rations, with 8

Malays or Lascars, making the annual 2 Gunners Rs.100 per menser
cost to the state including the estimated 8 Malays o8
cost of materials for feeding the light O Cotton erc 2—}1;

2856 Rupees per annum - should it be 12

deemed advisable to employ Ist Class Rs. 2856 per annum

Convicts in place of the Malays or
Lascars the expense would be
considerably reduced.




Trusting | have said sufficient to interest the Right
Hon'ble the Governor General on a subject of such vast importance to
the Trade of our countrv and the safety of the mariner, European and
native, I venture most respectfully to entreat His Honor's support to the
measure with the Hon'ble Court of Directors, who may then be induced
probably in conjunction with Her Majesty's Govt, (o furnish the
additional sum required and order a Lantern to be at once constructed.
In the mean time, if permitted, I will move the Trading Community in
aid of a work which will perpetuate their gratitude, for the facilities
afforded 1o the Navigation of these seas, by the indefatigable researches
of James Horsbu: . Esquire.

I have etc
Singapore } Sgd W.I. Butterworth,
28th Nov 1844 } Governor

Source: Military Department (Marine Branch)
Consultation 15 February 1845, No. 5
NAI, New Delhi India ’




Extract from a Marine general letter from the Honorable the Court of Directors to the
Govt of Bengal dated 4th September 1839, No. 22.

Para 101 @ 103. State with reference to a
proposal 1o erect Light House in the Straits
of Singapore. that Government fec' itself
restrained from imposing duties jor the
purpose of raising the requisite Funds,
without the previous sanction of Court, to
whom therefore the question is now
referred. - Submit also a request of the
Marine Board 1o be furnished with nvo
copies of a Marine Atlas.

20.  As it appears that the erection of
Light Houses in the straits is not essentially
necessary to the safe navigation of them
and that some difficulty might be found
in levying the necessary funds for

maintaining them, we do not feel justified in issuing any orders for the purpose, and
we further add that the importance attached by the Mercantile community in this
country to the preservation of perfect freedom of Trade at Singapore forbids our

subjecting it 1o any restrictions.

21. We shall transmit by an early opportunity two complete sets of Charts for the
use of the Marine Department of your Presidency.

Source: Military Department (Marine Branch)
Consultation 15 February 1845, No. 5

NAI, New Delhi India
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Letter from Governor W.J Butterworth, Governor of Prince of
Wales Island, Singapore and Malacca to Under-Secretary C.
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From

The Governor of P.W. Island
Singapore and Malacca

To:
C Beadon Esq.
Under Secretary to the Government of Bengal
Fort William
Dated Singapore 22™ August 1845
Sir,

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter under date the 4™ June
last No. 1463 enclosing an extract/Para 71/of a dispatch from the Superintendant of
Marine in Bengal dated the 23 April 1845 No. 1502 and directing me to report on the
recommunication of that officers relative to the construction of a Light House in Pedra
Branca.

The number of vessels that have been wrecked in the vicinity of Pedra Branca,
and Point Romania at the opening of the China Sea, imperatively rule for a Light House
in that neighbourhood and there can be liitle doubt_that the former would be the best
possible position for one, so far on the light House is concerned but it is so remote from
Singapore at so great a distance from the Main Land and so inaccessible at certain
seasons of the year that under all circumstances, 1 should give the preference to the
position selected by Captain Sir Edward Belcher as reported on in my letter under date
the 28" November 1844 No: 110.

By a letter from the under Secretary to the Government of India dated the 18"
February 1845 No: 121 forwarded to me with your endorsement dated the 24" Idem. No.
510, it would appear that the proposition for the erection of a Light House on the site
selected by Captain Sir Edward Belcher C.B. viz Peak Rock the outer Romania Island
has been recommended for the favorable consideration of Honorable the Court of.
Directors, and I trust that the time is not far distant when the work may be commenced
upon as a light in that quarters is becoming daily of more paramount importance.

Singapore I have the honor to be

22" August 1845

/Sd/W B. Butterworth
Governor
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“Erection of a Light-House on Romania Island”, Bombay Times
and Journal of Commerce, 10 January 1846




THE BOMBAY I'IMES AND. JOURNAL OF C()MMLR(JL, JANUARY 10, 1848.

cn"igapol 9

InsouveNnT Laws. It will be seen from the annexed
resolution, of the Cnamber of Comuerce, that thoy are
again ahout to pronoduce an opinion on the propriety
or otherwise of having an-insolvent law in the Settle-
meut. ~ Wo do pot kilow whecher the views And opini-
ous of the:Chamber have undergone-any wodifications
since they last du:cusied the s’ubJecu but- as our own
have, since we treated of the quéstion, e shall, if the
hurry attendant on. the despatch of the mail allow
sufﬂcnenhlelsure, endenvour to revxew the question at
lengtn in our next issue,

Monday, 1st D cember, 1845. —Chamber of Comméres.

-~—As sufficient Nouce; was not given ot the Meeting .to
be held this moruing, it was decided that a Meeung
“take place on Friday uhe 12¢h current, at the Secretary’s
Office, at- 12 0 clock,no express an opinion of the desir-
ableness, or the reverse,of the introduction of the Bank—
ruptey -Laws into Singapore. :
ErgcTioN oF 4 LigAT-ROUSE ON Romania [sLanp.—
Below, we are enabled to publish .the report of a
Committes of the Chamber of Cowmmerce, regarding
the erectiou ot a Light-house on Romapia Island. Wa
are glad to ree the Chamnber take up the matter with
so much earnestnes, as we rmay a.nttcxpa,te from it the
speedy .1ccomphshmeut of the project. As long as the
matter was left in tlie hands of the ‘Indian Govern-
ment we confess we saw little chaiice of its being cr-
.ried through. It appeared to 4s that the same in-
differsuce actuated their counduct in regard to this as-
ta-most other matters relating to-the Straits Settle-
meats, wltich chex can never brmg thémselves toregard
in any other liglt than as remote aund semi-barbarous
Settleme ts upon which it would be beneath their dig-
lty to bestow the trouble of a thought. They ouly
rd them with referoncge to their size on the map,
m can never realizo to themselves the idea that they
can have any importance or value attached to them as
comuercial stations, —as places where thie - commerce
of thu civilized world comnes in contact wich that of a
Jarge and semi-barbarous Archipelago, nud where an
interchauge of comwodities of these dilferent societies
takes plage ou a most extensive and ever iucreasing
sciale. Fur otherwise is tne aspect which Singapure
and the otber Straits Settlemneuts presents those who
view them from Europe —they see there the gratifying
sp-ctacle of desere Islauds suddenly bLecoming the re-
stdences ol thousan¥s, aud the sSture-housts “of mer-
chindize from every quarter of the world. ‘They ‘ave
alive Lo the importauce of the places as commercial
emporiwas, and theretore ave very ready to promote
wlmtt,\'}:r may couduace to their permanencejand increas-
ed utility. lu Dll\'llnll -objgets of publie| utilicy, notc




involving political differonces) are no soouer broached
thitn the fullest intormtion bearing  upon- thein js
obtiiuad, aud the atten:i u of the officers of Goverp-
ment has ouly to Lo drawn to them to ensuro thejr
beiug Lrousht tuts operation. lu India, in place of
public projucts beiny carried through it the sawme
Luastness styiv i which they ave in Foglan:d,. we havo
occasivnal fits of enersy, duriug,which eclaborate and
able despatches, doins great credit to the literary abili-
ties 'of the writers, are peuued, followdl by -vast
tntervals when the subject reposes on the sheif. - Thus
whoeu prompt aetion'is required ouly worls are bestow.
ed, aud the energy whicu shoull have made the scheoine
a €eality i3 oxnans.ed in the turoces of cuwposition. - .
I the year 1837 or shortly "atterwards, fuads wero
subscribed, adequate to the ercctioa of a light-house ;
~—the eizliv yoars that have siuce interveuned, tor all that
we cau leiru, have been wasted in discussious amongst
ludian Otichyls—as it to furnish topics fur “these had
- Leen the sole™and .ultimate object of the subseription.
While the dangers have every moment remained, and
ship atter ship has been dustroyoed, aul property to an
cuormous amouut beeu lost, the adbption ot the simple
aud certuin means ot avoiding these dangers has ‘been
postponed, untl the luhan [funotionaries -eould
sottle trivial questions originating amougst - then-
selves —sach as-whaetter a detachmsut of trovps was a
necessary. concomitunt of a light house. Quv obsurva-
tions it will be remarked are directod aguiust o preci-
ous system with the oriyin of which tho Straits Audhori-
ties are wot chargeavio, and wo must do the presont
uovernor tho jastive Lo say.that shoruy after his arrival
“fu Singapore he turudd bis atweution to the subjuct and
took 1t up with a promptitude and; spirit adequate to
the importance of the object. ~ & :

lv wouid appear that anothor discussion threatenod
—the Superitendiug lngincer of tho Straits hwving re-
portod it o lao aud 4 halt of Bupees would bo nooes-

-sury o complete the masoury alone, whilo ouly about
twelvye thousind wore availavle, The evgruor how-
ever suwms -to huve settled the questivn, aud hus
brought tliv sshoino tu a practioal- beaviny, by getting
s olter by a coutractor to croos & building upon a less
nmbitious ptan, dusigued by tho Goveruwment Survegor,
afler & muuts-eiunmation ot tho losalivy, —aud all hag
i3 now roquirod 13 the sanction ot the SBupreme Govorn-
mont,  Tuis wo havo no doubt the interposition ot the
India nud Chine ABsocintions of London, Liverpoul, nud
Glusgow, would at ouce obudinfand the Chamber of

Commerco ought Lhu_r.q['uro 10 move theso.bodies without
dolay. L

At a Meotipg of the Cliambor of Commerce 9~F-$lngn-
pore, held on Monday, the 1st™ of ‘Duc., 1845, it wud,
Rausolvsd.~That-the East India and China ASSO!Z}LIO?{
in London, tho Caloutta, nnd Bowbay Chambers 0




Commerce, Captain Biden of Madras, the Subsoribers
in America (through J. ‘Balestier, Esq.y, U.S.C.) and
the Subscribers in France (through the French Cotinsel y)
be.addressed with a.copy of.the report read this dn,y,
and berequested to mike the funds subscribed {avali
able. for the erection.of- a Light-house as a Memonul
to the late Hydrographer, ames Horshurg. '

" T. O. Cuang, Sacretary. .

On 20th November, a deputation from the Comml-ctoe
of the Cliamber of Commeorce, waited on his Honor the
Governor, to seek infofination as to whatis being done,
or likely to be done,. in erectmn a light house oni&or
adjacent to, Pedra Branca, to serve as a monument to
‘the late eminent. nydro apher James Horsburgh, ahd
to facilitate navigation.:

The Governor. expressed satisfaction with the course
adopted, and readily afforded the information sousht,
It appears that a proposition by a former Govemor
involving a large establishment and the stationing a
detachment of troop% owa small island, had caused the
scheme to be temporanly laid aside. The prosent. Go-
wernor, shqrtly ‘afler his arrival at the St¥aits, had
given his attention to:the matter, and e\accl_y twelve
inonthsago uommumcated with the Indian Goverument®
@Qn. the subjecc . This communication, with the en-
‘closures, with the favourable ‘recommendation of the
Supreme Government, was forwarded eight months ago
to: the Court of erectors. in whose hands tho matter
at prgsent rests. It appears that funds subscribed-in
China’ toghe Horsburgh ‘testimonial, amouuting to Drs,
5 513, are forthcommo, and will be paid into the hands
of Governmem., whenéver g pledge is given to coustruct
Y hf'l}t thouse in the-vicinity of Pedra Brauca, The
Gov»rnor most judiciously availed himse]f of the. pre-
sence of H. M 8. Samarang, to obtain a report from the
distinguished scxeuuhc officer .CGapt. Sir -Edward
Belcher. c. B, who chieerfally gave his services to
promote the erection of a testimonial to thd Hy droura-
pher Horsburgh.

Sir Edward is firmly of opinion that it would tend
more to the geuneral interests of vavigation, if such
Testimonial stood upon a position wlhere its beie-
fits would bé generally useful to the navigation of
the: China Seas, as well 'as to the Straits. For the
latter ochct, ho considers the Rowania Outer Island
the most eligible site, as aﬁ'ordmrr the means of dis-
tinctly avoiding pight dangers, and enabling vessels to
sail to and fxqm Smgapore with confidence and securi.
ty. "A live urawa from the -centre of Outer Romania
Island to the tail of Johore Bank, would nearly- eclipse
the proposed lizht by the intervention of the nearer
land, Vessels should not be'near this line, bu (a8 fre-
quently practised in modern Briush light-houses) it would
be easy to screen the hrrht to the safe line, so as to
warn vessels in time to sln.pe a safe course,—the rule
bemn in emermw or quitting the Straits to ‘¢ keep the
h_ght. in sight.” The Navigation immediately past the
light on the Cardinal points, within g short distange, is

r.




secx@g; —but the vicinity of daunger is easily made
[mm-m by the lower panes of the lanthorus being form-
?d of red glass at the angle of the depression; H wh:ch
Would wnrn in time to ha.ul off ; or the rail of therlan-
ﬂ}orn might be adopted to the samg and by Blmhuy
Qbscqrmff the light by a wire gauze, If this be, placed
to meet the dano-er of the“ Rock awash,” and Stork
Reef,” which was discovered subsequent to Sir Edsvard
Bqlcher 5 report, the re-appearauce of the light after
passing this danger would re-assure the navm.nor. ‘Sir
Edward reports that the Island affords good superti-
cial extent for the construction of a light-lhouse, which
he is of opinion shguld be baded as a Martello tawer,
aud any chance of surprise from Pirates be obviated- by
clean. scarping to low water inark ; this lower tower to {
be furmshed, with a.small gun elther for sngnals or de-
fence ; the tower of the light-house springing from its
centre.—This would prevent the necessity ot any force
beyond the lizht-keepers ; and it is prubable thaf the
kuomed«re ofa gun being there mounted would hinder
Pirates using the cha.unels in the viomity., ‘The light-
house mwhb be further rendered useful as a s;bual
station from the Chiua sea,

‘The Malayan*Authorities of Johore, in whose ternto-
Ty the Romania Island is situated, not only oﬂ’er the.
Island for a lighthouse, but express satisfuction at the

rospect. of its erection. The Governor mentionéd to
Yhe deputation of the Chamber that he had vigited: the

roposed site in the H. C. Steamer Diapa. having - vith
hiim the superintending Engiueer of public works i m the
Straits, whom he had iustructed to make an estiinate
of ‘the cost of the proposed erection.—1'his officer:con-
sidered that about one, to oue and a halt, lacs of R,upees
would be necessary to completo the work of mwasénry.
This being beyond the sumn likely to be available,ithe
Governor instructed Mr. Thomson, the Govern{aent
Surveyor, to submit an estimate ; which had boon done
by that geuntleman with great care and decail, and which
was accompanicd by an offer fromn a (,hmese contrac-
tor to erect a granite base of 16 fvet for Drs. 2667,
and further, if required, a brick tower (exclusxve of
lanthorn and lamps) for 4,333 Drs additioual, or in all,
Drs. 7,000. he Governor secmed to thiulk that an
iron Tower on the granite base, would be pxelcrrable
to brick, and had s,ugg,ebtegl the sending of ‘one trom
Eugland, similar 1@ oue erccted at Bermuda, at a cost
of £1,600. M. Thomson describes tlie proposed sito
as being  of a mx{o East of large Romania Island, 14
miles fromn Poiut Rowania, and 32 mlli,s ISast by North
frow Singapore tgwn. ‘The rock is lmrrux, in” hewht
about 30 foet above high water spripy tides witlt a
leugth of 160 fuet measurod duo East aud West, and a
broadth of 130 fcet measured North pud South; but
extonding 240 feet if moasured North!Bast and boulh
West. The rock Es hard grey grunlwlvcry sujtdble for
building ; not liab 2. to bo washed by tho waves in bad
weather., . Mr. Thomson posus thle entrancy to the
Light house to belby a movgblo ladder or basket and

crane from the top of-the g‘mmto basement, thoreby

obviatiug tho ne cessity of scarping L'xu roclk to puard
doainsy surprise by pirates. i




"His Houor the Governor did not sgem to be aware
that money had been sulscribed in London towards the
erection of a Horsburgh testimonial, which mwoney it is
believed is still unappropriated. Ils supposed also.
that money was gubscribed at C.xlcutba, Madras, Bons
bay, in America, n.nd on the Contineut of Europe, with
the same object. Possnbly this money, in whole or in
part, might begwen towards erecting| u Lighthoude as
a testimonial to! Horsburgh, and i rests  with; this
Chamber to dectde as to tnkmrr .any and what steps i
the matter. Oul_y about £15()U is yet rcqulred to com-
plete the Lighthouse according ta Mr. lnomaou s plan,
which the Goverior cuntemplated being given by the
Hon’ble the East India Company. ‘The, Lanthorn mig ht
péerhaps, he scemed to thiuk, be furnished by H. M.
Govef:nment, ant;J the cost of maintaining the Lxght.
would, be. a local ¢harge on the revenues of Slugapore
On this point it nobd only be remarkod, that auy piju is
bettef, than encrouching on the fleedom of the Port by
]evylﬁg even asmall tax on vessels. Supposing noroe
wouvey to be received, it will becawe a questton whether
to erect another Light House as a Mcworial of Hors-
burgh, or to render the one proposed on Romania Is-
land inore 'substantial and elegaut,—paucity of means
havm'r suggestod the less dur able structure.

' ho Governor very judiciously remarks that a Light-
house if not propelly attended to, would prove infinite-
ly more perplexing and davgerous to tho Mariner than.
its total absence. sud proposes us the lowest establish-
ment to attend tho light and work the guu in case of
‘Becessity, 2 Buropeaus and 8 Natives. ‘The Europeans
suggcbtcd by the Governor are peus:ou(,rs from thp
Artllery, at a charge (in addition to pension,) of 50 Rs,
each per Month ; 8 Mulays eaoh 11 Rs por Mouth, or
(if sanctioned,) 8 tirst-clags Convicts would be cheaper

tpan Malays. Allowiug 50 Rupres Manthly for Cotion,
éxl &e. tho annual (,h.uw., against the Revouud of bln"u-
pore would bo 2856 ltupovs —1Iree 1 ress, Dec. 4.
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“Lighthouse at Singapore”, The Times, Thursday, 22 January
1846




THE TIMBES, THURSDAY. JANUARY 22, 1846.

Inournover ar Sinasronk~—A copy of the pro-
ceedings of a mneoting of the Binga

tro Chamber of Oom-
maereq, hald on the 1stof Decembor ru\&. has beon forwarded

to Lloyd's by the oficern of the ** Country 8orvice ¢'—* On
the 20th of Novembor last a deputation from tho commmiiteo
of the Uhainbor of Comamerce at Singapere wulited en his
Honotr the Governor to know what had boen, or weas likely
to be done, towards erecting a lighthowse on or adjacont to
Pedra Branca, toterve as 2 monument o the lato eminont
hydrograpber, James Horsbargh, snd to facililate naviga-
tion. The Governor 1d qatisfaetion with the courss |
adopted, and readily aforded the information sought, It
ap that a proposition by a former Govornor, involring
'Y mumﬂm\mg had caused the sohome to bo lem
ratily laid aside. The prosent OQovernor, shortly after
arrival at the Straits, had given hia attentlon to the matter, |
and exactly 12 months sgo <ommunicated with the Indian
Governmont on the subjoct; that communication, with en.
¢logurcs, and the favourable recommendation of the Bupreme
Govomment, was forirarded oight menibs ago te the Court
o Directors, Ju whosa hands the matter at preaent rosts,
The funda subscribed ia China, by the eficers belore men-
tioned, to the Horsburgh tastimonial, amounting te § 818
dolinrs, nre fortheoming, and will be pald ints t\to&hm of
Qovoromenl whenevge plo

d? is given (o conmslrmot o
lighthouso in the violnity of Pedra Dranca. Captnin Kir
Edward Boloher, of Hor MMnjesty's abip 8

At was of
opinton that {8 weuld tond 1aore to the .onmh of
navigation If such testimonial stood n{:n a position whero
its bonefite would be gl\lmdnlly woful to the mavigation of
the Ohiun soas as well as to the Straits, For that lattor
"| objest ho considered tho Romania, Outer Island, the most

ol ?lo sito, as affordiux the mosus of distinatly.avolding
night danger, aud enabliog vesscle to sall--to ‘and from
Sln:inzoro with confidéence and security. The lighthouse
-} would be fur

ther rendered wesful as a sigaal: station from
‘{ $ho Oblpa seas.. Bir Bdward was of oglnf:n,that the Jight.

outs showld be bassd on o mariello towor, snd any shance
] of surprise from piratce obviated baclnr' scarpin 4 to lew

walcrtaark, the Jower tower to be fwrnished with a gum,
fhare mounted - would,- prodably, .

hinden .piratey;ualng tho-shannglaiin.the cinlrv . The
mmnryn

sithor, for Wigusls or defence, - This would proventthe me-
: mpl!f‘of any forga beyond {he lght-keepers; and. tho
kn{a: 0400 of a.gun boing ‘I‘
supos \mdiﬁf-w«in"r of publio-works In. {he. Stratis had
'ﬁmd tha {N'n‘ - Y0 '_‘n 2 R “(t;;‘ dmm'x
' 80;9001(0015,0001 )':R &’oix,ghfodtbohworkb ‘
thor supgcested models had beon given, both upon a Joua
and a moro o0elly plan.” '
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Letter from N.B. Hamilton, Secretary to the Admiralty to the
Secretary to the East India Company, 18 April 1846(enclosure No.
2 to letter from Court of Directors to Governor General of India in
Council, 6 May 1846)




[No. 4 of 1846]
Marine Department
No. 4 of 1846

Our Governor General of India
in Council.

We transmit herewith for your information copy of a letter
and of its enclosure which we have this day caused to be addressed to the
Governor of Prince of Wales Island, Singapore and Malacca relative to the
Lighthouse proposed to be erected in the Straits of Singapore to the memory of
the late Mr. Horsburgh.

London } We are,

6th May 1846 } Your affectionate friends,
Signed.
Signed.
Signed.
Signed.
Signed.
Signed.
Signed.
Signed.
Signed.
Signed.
Signed.
Signed.
Signed.
Signed.

Source: Marine Letter from Court of Directors 1844-46
No. 4 dated 6 May 1846. [Pages 213-216]
[Cons. 3 October 1846, No. 14]
NAI, New Delhi India




Enclosure 1. East India House
6 May 1846

The Governor
of Prince of Wales Island,
Singapore and Malacca.

Sir,

I am commanded by the Court of Directors of the East
India Company to transmit to you copy of a letter from Captain Hamilton R.N.
the Secretary to the Admiralty relative to the Light House proposed to be
erected to the Memory of the late Mr. Horsburgh at the entrance of the Straits
of Singapore.

The Court apprehend that progress may have been
already made in the construction of the Light House; but in the event of the
work not having been commenced they desire that it nay be suspended until you
have an opportunity of communicating with the Government of India to whom
a copy of Captain Hamilton's letter has been sent.

I have etc.
~ Sigd. James C. Melvill
Secretary

Source: Marine Letter from Court of Directors 1844-46
No. 4 dated 6 May 1846. [Pages 217]
[Cons. 3 October 1846, No. 14]
NAI, New Delhi India




Enclosure 2 Admiralty
18th April 1846

The Lord Commissioners of the Admiralty having recently
learned from Rear Admiral Sir Thomas Cochrane, the Commander in Chief -
in the East Indies, that the Chamber of Commerce at Singapore with the
approbation of the Governor were exerting themselves to carry out the long
proposed Horsburgh Monument or Light House at the entrance of Singapore
Straits, and that Captain sir Edward Belcher having been consulted by the
Governor as to the most appropriate site for it had recommended that it should
be placed on the outer Romania Island instead of on Pedra Branca as
originally intended.

I am commanded by their Lordships to request that you
will state to the Court of Directors that the proper position of this Light is a
question of great importance not only to the safety of her majesty’s Fleet but
also to the welfare of all Mariners that frequent the China Seas - and my Lords
are inclined to think that Pedra Branca is the best point for the Light House
and for the following reasons:-

Ist  Because that Islet stands nearly in the middle of the Entrance of
the Straits;

2nd  Because it may be freely approached by running down its
latitude,

3rd  Because its conspicuous appearance at the distance of 9 or 10
miles renders it the usual Beacon by which all vessels endeavour
to make the Straits and by the addition of a Light it would be
rendered equally serviceable by night; and

4th  Because when a vessel has passed it, the stern bearing of the
Light would enable him to shape a safe course to Singapore.

Whereas if the Light be placed on Romania Island as
proposed, ships from the China Sea if the weather should be hazy, would run
the risk of being entangled amongst the Reefs which surround that Island, there
being but one direction in which it would be prudent to run for the light.

The means of victualling and of defending the Light
House, whichever place be chosen ought certainly to be well considered, but
there is no information on that part of the subject to show that either of the
proposed sites have any advantage over the other in these respects.




Their Lordships however desire me to remark that the
Rocks and Shoals at Romania Point seem to require some attention with a view
of warning vessels from getting entangled amongst them in the dark nights.

[ have etc
Sd. N.B. Hamilton

The Secretary to the
Hon’ble East India Company

Source: Marine Letter from Court of Directors 1844-46
No. 4 dated 6 May 1846. [Pages 219- 224]
[Cons. 3 October 1846, No. 14]
NAI, New Delhi India
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Letter from Governor W.J. Butterworth, Governor of Prince of
Wales Island, Singapore and Malacca to G.A. Bushby, the
Secretary of the Government of India, 26 August 1846




No. 123

From
The Governor of Prince of Wales Island
Singapore and Malacca

To:
G.A. Bushby Esquire
Secretary to the Government of India
Fort William
Dated Singapore 26" August 1846

Sir,

1 have the honor to transmit the accompanying copy of a letter to my address,
Jfrom the Secretary to the Hon’ble Court of Directors, enclosing the copy of a letter from
the Secretary to the Admiralty, relative to the Light House, proposed to be erected to the
memory of the Hydrographer, James Horsburgh Esquire, at the entrance of the China
Sea.

In my letter under date the 22" August 1845 No. 139 I intimated my unqualified
opinion that Pedra Branca should be the best possible position for a Light House, so far
as the Light is concerned, but I was induced to gibe the preference to the Peak Rock in
outer Romania Island, the position selected by Captn. Sir Edward Belcher C.B. in
consequence of the former Island being so remote from Singapore, at so great a distance
Jfrom the Main Land, and so inaccessible at certain seasons of the year.

Vide my letter 3\ The recent survey of the Straits made by the Government
lo the address Surveyor Mr. Thomson and Captain Congalton
of Mr. Under Commanding the Honble E.I. Company’s Steamer
Secy Beadon & Hoogly has led to the discovery of so many Rocks and
under date the Shoals previously unknown, that I only waited to learn
4" May last the decision of Government touching the erection of a
No. 63 Light House to institute further enquiries regarding the

/ two sites viz Pedra Branca & Peak Rock




On receipt of Mr. Melvill’s communication 1 forthwith call upon the above
officers for their Report, which I have the honor to enclose, and by which the President in
Council will at once perceive that Pedra Branca is the only true position for a Light
House at the entrance of the China Sea.

My letter under dates the 20™ The former to the
November 1844 No. 150, and address of Mr. Secy
22 August 1845 No. 139 will [Currie] and the
have pointed out the glaring letter to Mr. Under
necessity of a Light House in the Secy Beadon.

position above indicated, but I need hardly observe that the work has not been
commenced upon as anticipated by the Secretary to the Hon’ble East India Company — I
earnestly trust however that the question will receive early consideration, and that the
accompanying copy of a letter with its enclosures, just received from the Chamber of
Commerce at Singapore will induce the Hon'ble the President in Council to move the
Hon'ble Court of Directors to order an Iron Light House from England for erection on
Pedra Branca — the whole of the details for the case of Light Houses as set forth in my
letter under date the 28" November 1844, with reference to its being erected on Peak
Rock will be equally applicable to the new Position.

It will be observed by the letter from Mr. A. Gordon, that an Iron Light House can
be delivered at the site selected for £ 3000, or about 30,000 Rupees and by the other
letters adverted to in the Communication from the Chamber of Commerce that there is
Jforthcoming from '

Madras ... ... ... ... .. RS. 780
and from Bombay.... ... ...... “ 4300
which with that from China... ... ... “ 12,378

previously reported gives a total of 17,458 Rupees available for a Light House and this 1
have no doubt will be added to when it becomes known that Government have decided
upon carrying out the views and wishes of the Mercantile Community.

In conclusion I beg to annex a copy of my reply to the Secretary to the Hon ' ble
E.I. Company which I trust will be approved of by the Honble the President in Council.

I have the honor to be
Sir
Singapore Your Most Obedt. Servant
(Sgd)
26" Aug 1846
Governor
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“Presentation of a Sword to H.H. the Tomongong Sree Maharajah
of Johore”, Straits Times, 5 September 1846




Straits Times

Dated: 5 September 1846

PRESENTATION OF A SWORD TO H.H THE TOMONGONG SREE.
MAHARAJAH OF JOHORE- Tuesday last being the day fixed for the ceremony of
presenting to the Tomongong, 2 Sword, the gift of the Government of India, 2 mark
of approbation for His Highness’ conduct in aiding the suppression of piracy, that
part of the town in the neighbourhood of Government Hill, presented a scene of
unusual gaiety. On the side of the Hill fronting the sea, several tents were pitched
for the accommodation of Spectators. Three six-pounders were placed in front of
the verandah of Government House, from which salutes were fired. As early as 11
o’clock, crowds of natives were seen assembling on the Esplanade, Government Hill,
&c. the Malays, followers of the Tomongeng, being all armed with the Kris, and
amounting in number to about 500. The hour, 2 P.M fixed for the presentation of
the Sword was not a convenient on¢, owing to the eppressive heat of the sun; the
present fime is also the season for fasting amongst the Malays, but notwithstanding
these lets, a great number of persons were collected together and apparently all in
good humour.

At Government House, active preparations had been in progress, a day or
two previous. An excellent “Spread” was prepared in the shape of a substantial
tiffin on which, to fall back so sooa as the ceremony of presentation had concluded.
Colonel BUTTERWORTH, C.B. Governor of the Incorporated Settlements had
- tnvited several European guests to give eclat to, and witness, the ceremony.

Two flank Companies of the 21* M.N.L were ranged along the Road leading
directly to Government House. All the officers were present, as also the Regimental
Band. A few minutes before 2 o’clock, His Highness the Temongong, accompanied
by their Highnesses Sultan ALI ISKANDAR SHAH of Johore, the Sultan of
Linggin, TUANKU JAFFER, Minister of the Tomongong, and some European
Gentlemen, quitted the Court House and proceeded to Government House. On
reaching the foot of the Hill, the Tomongong and Suite got into the Governor’s
carriage and passed np the Hill as far as where the Body Guard were stationed,
when His Highness alighted. The reception then took place, under a salute of 15
guns from the six-pounders in front of the Verandah. After Sundry presentations
‘had taken place in the Verandah, where the followers of the Tomongong were
placed, so as to observe what occurred, His Honor, the Governor, in a clear voice
then delivered the following speech, which, as His Honor proceeded, was interpreted
in Malay by Mr. HEWETSON:-

It is almost superfluous to mention the purpose for which we are assembled
here this morning, and more so to enter into details of the rapine and murders




formerly commitied in these Seas, by formidable bodies of what are justly termed
the Enemies of all mandkind-Pirates, - now for the most part subdued, and
dispersed, by the gallantry of our Navy, ever first and foremost to brave danger and
difficulty in every shape.

Happily for some time past, Piracy has been rarely heard of in the vicinity of
own shores, and when isolated cases, have occurred, the perpetrators have generally
been apprehended, through the exertions of the Local Authorities, and the able and
willing assistance afforded by the neighbouring Chieftains of Pahang, Tringanu,
and Lingin, but more especially by the powerful aid of His Highness Sree
Maharajah, the Tamongong of Johore, to whom I am directed to present this
Sword, in testimony of the estimation in which his service in the suppression of
Piracy are held, by the Government of India.

1 congratulate you Sree Maharajah, on the high compliment that has been
paid to you, and I can assure you that 1 experience the most deep and heart-felt
satisfaction in being called upon to present you with this token of the esteem of our
most just and ever generous Government.

Let me say a word or two, to one and all of the Malayan and Chinese people
here assembled., The sole desire of the Government of India is, that you should live
in peace and happiness, enjoying the benefit of the Traffic which is carried on with
all parts of the Eastern Archipelago; but this is impossible if Piracy prevail, and I
would therefore urge you to exert yourselves to discover, and give information of the
haunts of these Enemies of all mankind, these Pirates, if any, still there be located at
Singapore, assuring yourselves in so doing of the protection and reward of
Government.

The last paragraph of the Governor’s Speech was addressed to the Malays
and other spectators present. The Governor then presented the Sword to His
Highness, when a salute of 19 guns- the Governor General’s salute- was fired from _
the temporary battery. The Sword is of the form used by Malays, but beautifully
made of Damascus Steel, with a yellow velvet Scabbard aud gold mounted- the.
handle is of gold, ornamented with filagre work. On the blade is the following
inscription:- ' '

“PRESENTED in the year 1846 to the Tomongong of Johore, Sree
Maharajah, by Lieut. Col. BUTTERWORTH, C.B Governor of Prince of Wales
Island, Singapore and Malacca, as a testimony of the high estimation in which the _
services of the Sree Maharajah in the suppression of Piracy are held by the
Government of India”

On the observe, a similar inscription appears in Malay. The Tomongong
received the mark of approbation of the Indian Government with manifest feelings

of regard and then replied as follows, each sentence being interpreted into English
by Mr. HEWETSON.




COLONEL BUTTERWORTH

in laying at your feet my sincere thanks for the high distinguished honor
which you have conferred upon me, I am much pleased that my conduct should
have met with the approbation of Government and that my humble exertions should
have been conducive to the welfare of this community. Highly do I value this
splendid testimonial of your approbation, with pride shall I wear it and as an heir-
loom it will by handed down to my posterity. My gratitude for the good wishes
which you have now uttered it is difficult for me to express and the kind
consideration which you have always shewn towards me is engraven in my heart,
with pleasure have I witnessed the zeal with which you have carried out so many
Public Improvements and with admiration will future ages view these splendid
monuments of your fostering care over all classes of this community. You govern
wisely, may you govern long, and may he who rules the destinies of Mahometans
and Christians watch over and aid you in all your wise and good works.

The ceremony of presentation being over, the Tomongong shook hands. With
the Governor and others assembled under the Verandah and then took his
departure, under a Salute of 15 guns- the mark of honour, due to his rank. The
European visitants that that remained then sat down to the very ample and excellent
entertainment provided by the Governor, and thus terminated the pleasures of the
day. Amongst all classes the utmost decorum was observed. We ought not to omit
mentioning that during the day several appropriate musical pieces were performed
by the Band. :

The influence which the Tomomgong at Teluk Blangah has over the
Tamban-boys in the River and others is surprising; and were the extraordinary
hold he possesses over their minds directed as it might, and as it should be there
would be good grounds to award praise where censure is at present in some way
deserved. From all we have been able to learn, it would hitherto been elected, and
that somewhat indirectly. The receiving of a mark of honour from the British
government ought to convey to the Malays, who pay allegiance to the Tomongong,
that their respected chief has in the most open and decided manner for ever
repudiated the practice of piracy; the sword presented by the Governor and
accepted by the Tomongong ought to break the spell which the Malays consider as
binding them to a piratical course of life- That is the Moral effect which is designed
by the presentation.




ANNEX MM 53

Internal Minute of Governor W.J. Butterworth, Governor of Prince
of Wales Island, Singapore and Malacca, 30 September 1846




Home 1846 Dept
Marine
(4 encl)
From
Governor, Prince of Wales Island

Singapore & Malacca.

Cons. 3" Oct. from

I/26 Aug ) No. 9
) No. 123.
rf. 30 Sept )

This had better go home I approve Pedra Branca as the site.

Signed.

Transmit copy of a corresp. with the Secy. to the Court of Drs. together with other papers relative
to the Light House proposed to be erected to the memory of the late Mr. James Horsburg in the Straits of
Singapore, Recommends for reasons assigned, Pedra Branca at the entrance of the China Sea as a site for
the Light House in preference to Peak Rock, and as the work has not yet been commenced upon, suggests
that Ct. of Drs. may be moved to send out an Iron Light House from England, when it has been ascertained
wd. Cost (at the site selected) 30,000 Rs — of which 17, 458 had already been subscribed.




—

aﬂ%/?ﬁ"ﬁ?@i

Y,

| /m‘.,,/ | M f Bt L

2 T c,f/,wf,—., Byl

. - 5
(/"( 1ot rect s, //4,4{&” %f&wj’?
)ﬂ//,d (\//’4(_(,/) : ‘.
(’/ fa%dcc/}//?_,’z,- .

G S
z—g/’ﬁ’%-’ﬂ.(—.c)-; ’

e




ANNEX MM 54

Letter from Government of India, 3 October 1846 & attachments:
British Library, India, Marine Department Collection, F/4/2166
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