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Annex 31

Letter from the Court of Directors of the East India Company
to the Governor General of India in Council dated 5 Sep 1849




: 5 Sep 1849

Marine Department

No. 3 of 1849

Qur Governor General of India in Council.

Para: 1 Your letter No. 3 dated 3™ March last on the
subject of the proposed Horsburgh Light House, informs us
that the cost of that Building which originally was not expected
to exceed 7000 Dollars, or R* 15,750 is now estimated at R®
29,417 exclusive of the cost of a lantern, which together with
other expenses, will raise the total amount to R* 50,917 and
this does not include the conveyance of the workmen and
materials for which it is proposed that the Government shall be
responsible. It is evident that even this increased estimate
which is subject to several contingencies is very likely to be

considerably exceeded in a work of such difficult construction.

2. The increased charge has been occasioned by
the selection {(made after communication with the Lords of the
Admiralty) of the Island of Pedra Branca instead of Peak Rock,
as the site of the Light House, the former being not only much
more distant from Singapore and much less accessible, but
being alsc so much more exposed to the influence of the
waves during the North East Monsoon, as to render it
absolutely necessary that the Structure should be “entirely

faced with granite set in Cement”, with a back work of




*Note
The Repaort of the
Gov' Surveyor
dated Singapore
8" March 1848
states it thus —
“Ashlar
Masonry set in
Cement for the
facing of the
Building with a
backing of Brick
set in common

Mortar inside”.

*Masonry instead of being composed of brick and Chunam
Materials which would have sufficed on Peak Rock which is
situated on the Northern Shore of the Straits.

3. The subscriptions hitherto received for the Light
House amount to R® 22,194 leaving a deficit of R* 28,723,
which you propose should be advanced by Government, and
to ensure repayment of this loan, you further propose that the
duty authorized by us to be levied on Vessels touching at
Singapore or clearing out from Indian Ports to China or the
Eastward of Singapore should be raised from one rupee to two
dollars or 4 = rupees per 100 tons.

4. As the smaller rate would be quite inadequate to
meet the expenses of a Light House on Pedra Branca and as
there seems no more unobjectionable mode of providing for its
construction and maintenance than the imposition of a suitable
tonnage duty on Shipping, we authorize you to levy a duty as
soon as a light is exhibited on that Station: but as we have no
doubt that the expense will exceed the amount you have
estimated we direct that a Tonnage duty of 2 %2 Dollars per
100 Tons be levied on the Shipping above described.

London We are
The 5" September 1849. Your affectionate friends.
A Galloway
J Sheperd
J Cotton
W L Meville
R Jenkins
C Mills
W H Sykes




J W Hogg

W J Eastwick
W H C Plowden
J Masterman

R D Mangles

J C Whiteman
F Warden




Marine Dept
5" Sept 1849
D/ 19 Oct [ 49

The
Company’s Letter to the Governor General of India in Council
No. 3 of 1849,

Via Marseilles & Bombay

Reply to Letter No. 3 d/ 3 March /49 respecting the expense of building the
proposed Horsburgh Light House on Pedra Branca, and authorize levy of
tonnage duty on Vessels touching at Singapore or clearing out from Indian
Ports to China or the Eastward of Singapore of 2 %2 Dollars p..100 tons.
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Annex 32

Letter from Grey W. (Under Secretary to the Government of
India) to Seton Karr W. (Under Secretary to the Government
of Bengal) dated 27 Oct 1849




Date

To: Bengal df 24™
April 1847 No 284
From: -Do- d/ 6"
October 1848

No 1363

To: -Do- o/ 21"
Octr 1848 “ 920
From: -Do-
d/13" Dec 1848

" 949

From: -Do- d/ 5"
April 1848 * 271
To: -Do- o/ 7"
April 1849 “ 237

: 27 Oct 1849

No. 607

From
W. Grey Esqr
Under Secretary to the Govt of India

To
W. Seton Karr Esq

Under Secretary to the Government of Bengal

Dated the 27" October 1849
Home Department
Sir,

With reference to the correspondence noted in the
margin®, | am directed by the President in Council to transmit

the accompanying copy of a Despatch from the Hon'ble the

Court of Directors, No 3, dated 5" September 1849, relative to |

the construction of a Light House on Pedra Branca, and to

request that authority may be given to the Governor of -

Singapore for the immediate commencement of the building.

2. It will be observed that a duty of 2% dollars per 100 tons

is to be levied on the shipping as soon as the Light House is

| 257




completed. A Law will be necessary for the purpose and
Colonel Butterworth should be directed to take an early
opportunity of submitting the draft of an Act containing such

provisions as may be deemed requisite.

Council Chamber | have &ca
The 27" Oct” 1849. /Sd/ W Grey
Under Secretary to the Govt of

India



PR

2,

i)




Annex 33

Letter from Seton Karr W. (Under Secretary to the
Government of Bengal) to Butterworth W.J. (Governor of
Prince of Wales Island, Singapore and Malacca)
dated 12 Nov 1849




Date

Marine

: 12 Nov 1849

No. 784
From g
The Under Secretary to the Government of Bengal
To
Lieut' Col' W.J. Butterworth
Governor of Prince of Wales
Island, Singapore and Malacca
Dated Fort William, The 12™ November 1849
Sir,
With reference to the letter from this Office No 314

dated the 19" April last, | am directed by the Deputy Governor

of Bengal to transmit a copy of a communication from the
Under Secretary to the Government of India in the Home
Department, No. 607 dated the 27" Uttimo, and of its
enclosure, from the Hon'ble the Court of Directors, and to
request that you will take immediate measures for
commencing the construction of the Horsburgh Light House on
the Island of Pedra Branca.
2. His Honor also requests that you will submit the Draft of
an Act for the purpose of legalizing the duty proposed to be
levied on the shipping, as soon as the Light House is
completed.

| have the honor to be

Your most obedt Servant

Sd/ W. Seton Karr

Under Secretary to the Govt

of Bengal










Annex 34

Letter from Thomson J.T. (Government Surveyor at
Singapore) to Church T. (Resident Councillor at Singapore)
dated 20 Dec 1849




Date : 20 Dec 1849

No 32

To the Honorable
T. Church Esquire

Resident Councillor

Sir

| have the honor of acknowledging the receipt of your letter No. 1217 of
1849 with annexed copies of letters from his honor the Governor No. 510,
from the Under Secretary to the Gov'. of Bengal No. 784, and from W. Grey
Esq™, Under Secretary to the Gov'. of India No. 607 containing a copy of a
despatch from the Honorable the Court of Directors No. 3 of Sept 1849,
relative o a Light house on Pedra Branca, and sanctioning its immediate
construction, under the designation of the “Horsburgh Light house" according
to plans, specifications and estimate forwarded with my letters No. 19 and 20

of 1848 and further doing me the honor of intrusting its erection to my care.

In reply to your letter No. 1217 | beg leave r’espectfully to state that the
two months and ten days that now intervene between this and the first of
March, on which the building will be commenced will be fully occupied in
making the requisite preparations — my absence at Malacca would
consequently postpone the commencement of the work for as many days and
months as | might be at Malacca. Further nothing could be done to the Survey
of Malacca until the Instruments indented for an account of that Survey had
arrived from Bengal, which will probably not be before the 1% of February and
a further period of 3 months would be required to teach the measurers, and
after they had been taught, they could not be left to themselves without a
surveyor to direct and check their operations.- | am consequently of opinion
that no benefit would result by my proceeding to Malacca for the purpose of

commencing that Survey.




The preliminary operations of the Light House that will be made during
these 2 months and 10 days are as follows — 1% making mode! of Light house
for guidance of Chinese workmen 2" drawing up specifications, contract and
agreements. 3“ In drawing plans of Cupola and Lamps &ca for transmission
to Europe. 4" Constructing Derricks and stone lifters. 5™ Fitting up Gun boats
for the purposes for which they will be required, and having them thoroughly
repaired, so that their deficiencies may not be the cause of stopping the works
in the midst of operations. 6™ erecting Carpenters and Blacksmiths shops
near my dwelling for the purpose of having materials worked up under my
own eye. 7" in making experiments in Cemenis so as to enable me to
choose the most superior. h8‘“ in making arrangements to procure Chinese
stone cutters from China. 9" in preparing houses for self and workmen to be
fixed on the rock — and many other minor details for all of which there is barely
time left — between this and the 1% of March — but all of which must be
carefully considered so that the progress of the works may not be detained for

want of foresight in this period of the undertaking.

With Reference to the Honorable the Governor's letter No. 510 above
mentioned, | beg leave to state that | have communicated with the Contractor,
and it is so far settled, that he will undertake the masonry and brick work and
most of the Carpentry, Ironwork and copper work which of course will be
specified in detail in contract documents — for the sum of ten thousand five
hundred Spanish Dollars. The name of the Contractor is Choa Ah Lam, and in
a few days he promises to produce sufficient securities when the contract will
be definitely settled.

| beg leave respectfully to make known to his honor the Governor that
every caution and care will be used and no personal exertions spared to
secure stability and permanence to a work in which my character and future
good standing is so seriously involved. The gratifying assurance of his
confidence | consider more than half the battle against the difficulties
attending an unusual work of this kind, for with this in- my fortunate

possession, should these difficulties be encountered and such works are




seldom free of them during their progress/ whether from accident or by the
action of the elements/ | will be able to act with vigour and without the tardy
vacillation which under less propitious auspices would be the constant

attendant on every operation.

| shall have great pleasure in communicating personally with Major
Faber - at all times, and shall be grateful for any suggestions that his long
experience may offer and such as may be adopted will be as thankfully
acknowledged on the successful completion of the work. | will also greatly
desire personal communication with Capt. Man whose great experience in the
manufacture of cements and the blasting of rocks puts him in possession of a
fund of most valuable knowledge applicable in the progress of the structure. In
many operations that can only be successfully performed by practical Seamen
| will be under the greatest obligations to Captain Congalton for advice and

assistance as far as he can consistently render them.

Regarding the towage of materials from Singapore to Pedra Branca
which is an important part of the undertaking for which the Govt will be
responsible, and upon which subject misapprehension might arise were the
part to be performed not sufficiently detailed and which misapprehension
might be the cause of great loss to the Contractor and detention of the works
— 1 will briefly recapitulate what is expected by the contractor of the Govt. 15! In
sending materials from Singapore to Pedra Branca — the Contractor will
deliver over his lighters to the steamer at the anchorage in Singapore roads
and from whence they will be towed to Pedra Branca, and secured to a Buoy
close to that rock, where again the contractor will take delivery of the lighters
after they are unloaded the lighters will be attached to the buoy (sic) and from
thence taken by the steamer to Singapore roads — or 2° if to Point Romania,
where sand and wood will be procured the steamer will tow the lighters to the
anchorage there from whence the contractor will carry them to the shore and
after they are loaded, deliver them at the anchorage of the steamer from
whence they will be towed and secured to the Buoy (sic) at Pedra Branca and
so on - of course the Commander of the steamer wili take care to only venture

out with the lighters during the day at the rock, so that they may be unloaded

s




and secured to the steamer before night, as a loss of the lighters and cargo
might be incurred during the heavy squalls or Sumatras — were they to remain
at the rock or Buoy (sic) during the night. But there is no doubt that Capt.
Congalton’s experience will easily show how to avoid accidents in this way —
tho' it may be here stated that such accidents may be expected to occur.

Regarding the two Gunboats that will be required during the
operations, one will be required to be fitted up for my accommodation, and for
which purpose | would respectfully ask the favor of your obtaining a survey
report from the Master attendant, so that all necessary alterations may be
effected. Both Gunboats will require to be decked over, and | would
respectfully suggest that they be thoroughly examined so that all necessary
repairs may be effected before the first of March, so that a want in this
department may not be a cause of detention. The second gun boat will be
principally required for procuring water and provisions from pt Romania and
Singapore and for the carriage of work men.

It would much facilitate operations and give great confidence to the
workmen, which is a very desirable object, should the steamer Hooghly
remain near the rock for the first month or so, until everything be set agoing
properly, after that her services would only be necessary when building
materials were to be sent out to the rock - at the first setting out too it would
be of great assistance could she convey planks, attap and spars so as to
effect our quick establishment in houses on the rock these being the materials

of which they will be composed. | hope this can be acceded to.

While | have no alterations to suggest on the plan of the solid part of
the structure which was designed more to the view of strength than to any
other object, and while | can state with considerable confidence that the
estimate will not be exceeded in this part, as nothing was spared to make this
part complete — still as the Honble the Court of Directors have made
arrangements in full anticipation of the estimate being exceeded and as |
exercised the severest economy in the interior fittings — | would humbly
suggest that they be now of a superior style than that originally contemplated



as being more in accordance with the spirit of the undertaking now that there
is not the same object in reducing everything to its lowest limit of expenditure,
that originally was the case when the structure was planned. | would
recommend particularly that the visitors’ room, the stairs and other lesser

conveniences — be fitted up in better style than originally designed.

As immediate measures will now be taken to commence this long
desired undertaking, and the actual work of constructing apparatus &ca will
commence on the first of January, not to mention other measures that have
been already set agoing, | would humbly solicit the favor that the extra
monthly allowance to my salary of 150 Rupees, so kindly acceded to by Govt
may be allowed to commence from the 1% of January — élso that | may be
allowed to engage an overseer from that date on 100 Rupees per mensem.

| think | have touched upon every subject now requiring immediate
attention — as occasion rhay require | will ask for the assistance of such
departments of the Local Govt may be able to aid the undertaking so kindly
ordered by his Honor the Governor —, and trusting that this letter will meet with
your approval and aiso of his honor the Governor to whom | would beg the

favor of your forwarding it.

Singapore : | have the honor to be
20" Dec” 1849 Sir
Your most obed' Serv'
Signed J.T. Thomson
Govt Surveyor




1849
Government Surveyor

20 December

Relative to the construction of

the Light House on Pedra Branca &ca.
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Annex 35

Letter from Butterworth W.J. (Governor of Prince of Wales
Island, Singapore and Malacca) to Church T. (Resident
Councillor at Singapore) dated 24 Dec 1849




Date "1 24 Dec 1849
No. 528

To,

The Resident Councillor

at Singapore :

Dated Singapore 24" December 1849
Sir

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of

your letter under this date, with its enclosure from Mr
Thomson the Government Surveyor, relative to my order
delegating the task of constructing the Horsburgh Light House

to that Gentleman.

The steamer and larger Gun Boat wili be
availabie for conveying materials supplies &ca to Pedra
Branca for the work People to be located there, and if
additional aid be required the Gun Boat from Malacca will be
called for.

The extra allowance granted to Mr Thomson
whilst employed on the Light House, as also that for an
overseer will commence from the 1% January next, and you
are hereby authorized to make such advances on account of

the Horsburgh Light House as may be necessary.

| have &ca
Sd/ W J Butterworth
Governor
24" December 1849

Gl No. 1088
of 1849

No. 156
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Annex 36

Letter from Thomson J.T. (Government Surveyor at
Singapore) to Church T. (Resident Councillor at Singapore)
dated 26 Dec 1849




Date : 26 Dec 18489
No. 33

To the Honorable

T. Church Esq™

Resident Councillor
Sir

In Continuation of the subjects noticed in my letter No. 32 of 20™ Dec’.
regarding the proposed Horsburgh Light house, | have the honor of informing
you that | have carefully considered the most eligible means for the procuring
of the Lamps, Lantern and machinery which his honor the Governor directs
should be executed in communication with “one of the eminent parties of the
Mother Country versed in such rﬁatters with a view of determining the light and
the timely construction, of the necessary apparatus”. | beg leave to state that |
heartily concur with his honor the Governor that so important and delicate a
part of the undertaking, can not be safely intrusted to any engineer, that is not
of the most undoubted respectibility (sic) and whose qualifications have already
been fully tested in the mother Country. The subject is so important that it has

enlisted the efforts of the most eminent men of science in Europe.

The Gentleman whom | proposed as the most proper person to be
intrusted with this part of the undertaking in my letter dated 24™ May 1848 was
the Engineer to the commissioners of the Northern Lights which office is held in
the person of Mr. Allan Stevenson, son of the most Eminent Light house
Engineer of the present century and himself ranking amongst the first of his
profession by the successful completion of the Sherryone Light house, | would
again humbly make the same proposition and solicit the authority of
government to my at once entering into communication with this gentleman not

only for the purpose of taking his opinion as to the nature of the Light and




requesting him to determine it for which purpose [ will forward charts of the
Straits of Singapore but requesting him to engage Mechanical Engineers to
construct the Lantern, Lamps Machinery &ca also to request his personal
superintendence and attention until the whole be completed and securely

packed and shipped for Singapore by pursueing (sic) this mode | feel confident

that the lighting apparatus will be of the best description now manufactured, to

which the latest improvements will be adapted, and that the skill and
expetience for which Mr. Stevenson is so eminently known, will be a complete
guarantee that the light when shown on Pedra Branca will give every

satisfaction to the maritime public.

In the employment of an Engineer it will be necessary for me to give
references in England to parties who will supply the funds when requisite, in
this matter. | would humbly suggest that | be either permitted to transact thé
monetary business thro’ a Singapore firm whom the Gov'. will appoint, or that
the honble the Court of Directors be moved to make the advances to Mr.
Stevenson or his assigns when such are necessary, limiting the amount in the

meantime to the sum of one thousand five hundred pounds sterling £1500.

| have the honor to be
Sir
Your most obed' Servant
Singapore 26™ Signed. J T Thomson
Dec’ 1849 Gov'. Surveyor



1849
Government Surveyor

26’ December

Respecting Lamps, Lanterns &ca,
required for the Horsburgh Light House

on Pedro Branca
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Annex 37

Letter from Butterworth W.J. (Governor of Prince of Wales
Island, Singapore and Malacca) to Court of Directors of the
East India Company dated 27 Dec 1849




No. 340 Genl. No. 109G
of 1849

To J.G. Melvill Esq"®

Secy. to the Honbie the Court of
Directors of the East India Company
East India House - London.

D/ Singapore the 27" Dec’. 1849.

Sir,

With reference to the despatch from the Honble the Court of
Directors under date the 5™ Sept’. No. 3 of 1849, to the Gov'.
of India, sanctioning the construction of a Light House on
Pedro Branca in the China Seas, | have the honor very
respectfully to transmit the copy of a letter from Mr.
Thomson, the Gentleman entrusted with the work, and to
solicit that the advances required by Mr. Stevenson, the
Engineer selected to superintend the preparation of the
Cupola and Light may be made by the Honble Court.

Should the advance of so small a sum be likely to cause
trouble or inconvenience in the adjustment of the accounts
with India, | shall be prepared to remit the amount so
advanced, either by Navy or Labuan Gov' Bills, and | hope to
be pardoned, if | have made an irregular request, which has
been dictated solely by the difficulty, risk, and expense of
negotiating through the Houses of Agency in these small
stations.

The work to be executed is of such importance to the safety
of the Mariner, that | am persuaded, in the event of the
amount (£1500) determined upon for the Light proving
insufficient, the Honble the Court will not refuse their
countenance to any additional outlay that may be
recommended by Mr. Thomson.




| have the satisfaction to report that arrangements have
been made to commence on the Building in March next.

: | have the honor to be efc.
The 27™ Decr. 1849 Sd/ W.J. Butterworth
Governor.

(True Copy)
Sd/W. J. Butterworth
Governor.
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Annex 38

Letter from Butterworth W.J. (Governor of Prince of Wales
Island, Singapore and Malacca) to Church T. (Resident
Councillor at Singapore) dated 29 Dec 1849




Date : 29 Dec 1849

No. 542
G! No 1113 of To The Resident Councillor
1849

at Singapore
Dated Singapore 29" December 1849

Sir,

| have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your
letter of this date No 159 with its enclosure from the Master
Attendant, showing the repairs necessary to the Gun Boat
“Charlotte”, and the alterations required consequent on her
employment with the officer entrusted with the construction of

the Light House on Pedra Branca.

| beg that the repairs and alterations may be forthwith
effected and the latter debited against the Expenses attending
the construction of the Light House on Pedra Branca.

I have &ca
Sd/ W. J. Butterworth
29" December 1849 Governor

297
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Annex 39

Letter from Butterworth W.J. (Governor of Prince of Wales
Island, Singapore and Malacca) to Seton Karr W. (Under
Secretary to the Government of Bengal) dated 13 Feb 1850




Date

13 Feb 1850
No. 22

To
W. Seton Karr Esquire

Dated Singapore 13" Feby 1850

Sir

| have the honor to acknowledge
the receipt of your letter under date the 12
November last No 784 with its enclosure
from the Government of India giving cover
to a despatch from the Honble the Court of
Directors  authorizing the immediate
construction of the Light House on Pedra
Branca to be called after the celebrated

Hydrographer James Horsburgh Esquire.

2. Immediately on receipt of the above
communication, | called upon the
Government Surveyor Mr. Thomson to
ascertain if the original Contractor “Choa
Ah tam” was still willing, giving good
security to undertake the Work agreeably
to the Plan Specifications and Estimate
submitted by Mr. Thomson, approved of
by the Superintending Engineer and
forwarded to Government under date the
12" June 1848 No 72.

Genl No 158 of 1850

Ans” 19 March 1850
No. 171
* 5" Nov /50 No. 103.
* 24" Oct / 51 No. 603.




3. The accompanying Copy of a letter*
from Mr. Thomson will show that all
preliminary arrangements have been
made with the aforesaid Contractor to
commence on the Work in the early part of
March next, and | have accordingly
authorized the extra Establishment
sanctioned by the Honble the Court of
Directors, to be drawn from the 1% Instant,
to ensure the preparation of Models &ca,
as also such advances as the Contractor
may desire for bringing Masons from
China, who will be located on Pedra
Branca, from which Rock the Blocks of
Granite for the facement of the Light
House will be prepared, and | have every
reason to believe under the able
superintendence of Mr. Thomson, who is
thoroughly conversant with the
management of the Chinese workmen,
that the Light House will progress rapidly

and successfully.

4. The great distance from Singapore,
of the Rock on which the Light House is to
be erected, and the exposed position
render the task of superinteﬁdence, one of
great bodily fatigue and exposure, but |
have every confidence in Mr Thomson
who is well inured to the Climate, and as

previously observed most intimate with

*Vide enclosure to
a letter from the
Resident Councilflor
at Singapore d/24
Dec 1849 No. 156.



the habits, manners and customs of the
people, indeed as the Superintending
Engineer observes in his letter under date
the 6" of June 1848, forwarded with my
communication to your address of the 12"
Idem, No.72, “The Gov' Surveyor, who
alone in these Settlements possesses the
practical knowledge of Building, familiarity
with the language, the sway and control of
the Chinese Head Men and Subordinates,
and Acquaintance with the resources of
Singapore necessary to ensure success

without considerable increase of expense.”

5. Mr Thomson would desire to add in
a ftrifing degree to the comfort and
convenience of the Visitors Room, and to
make the fittings up of the interior of the
Building, somewhat better than was
originally proposed, and as this will cause
but little further outlay on the Building, |
have ventured to authorize his giving the
necessary orders for such articles, from
the Home Market.

6. The difficulty and risk, of negotiating
through the Houses of Agency in these
Small Stations, induced me to comply with
Mr Thomson's suggestion for requesting

the Honble the Court of Directors to make




the necessary advances to the Engineer
entrusted with the preparation of the
Cupola and Lightt A copy of my
communication* to the Sec’ at the India, |
beg respectfully to enclose, and to express
a hope that the course | have pursued will
meet with the approval of the Hon’ble the

Deputy Governor of Bengal.

7. | take this opportunity of submitting
for the consideration of Government, the
accompanying Extract*  from the
proceedings of the Chamber of Commerce
at this Station, begging that the repayment
of the money to be advanced by the
Honble the Court of Directors for the
construction of the Horsburgh Light
House, may be spread over a series of
years, so as to make a portion of the
proposed Light House Dues available for
further facilitating Navigation through the

Straits of Malacca.

8. The chief want of the Navigator is a
Light on the “2% fathom Bank” in the
Straits of Malacca, as was shown by the
Memorundum forwarded with my letter
under date the 14" July 1849, No 91, and |
am clearly of opinion that this would be the
greatest boon that could be afforded, |
therefore strongly recommend that the

wishes of the several owners, and Masters

*d/27 Dec 184% No.
340 see Local Book

*Vide enclosure to
a letter from the
Chamber of
Commerce d/24
Dec 1849



*Vide enclosed
printed Notice by
Capt Congalton d/
24 Jany 1850

of Vessels in this respect may be complied
with, and in the meantime | am happy to
report having despatched one of the
Buoys® received from Calcutta, to the

aforesaid 2z fathom Bank.

9. The Committee of the Chamber of
Commerce further desire one or more

Lights in the vicinity of Singapore, and |

am of opinion that one to guide vessels

passing Tree Island, the Sultan Shoal, and
the Rabbit and Coney, would be most
beneficial to navigators, and would cause
little expense beyond the small
Establishment necessary for keeping the
Light trimmed during the night.

10. The Chamber of Commerce have
very considerably overrated the receipts
by making their calculation from the
number of vessels that have arrived at,
and departed from, Singapore, without
bearing in mind that one vessel ma}} have
entered the Port half a dozen times during
the year. The amount of Tonnage upon
which Light House Dues would be
collected will not exceed 150,000 limiting

the payment of Light House Dues™ for

each Square Rigged Vessel, to twice

during the year.

* 2/2 cents per ton




11.  The Committee also desire that the
ievy of these Dues may be confined as far
as possible to the Presidencies, where
Import and Export Duties obtain, under the
impression, that the collection here may
“operate prejudicially to the trade of the
place, which hitherto has been unfettered
by exactions for any purpose whatever”,
but this opinion, as [ shall show, has
undergone modification.

12. It appeared to me that difficulty and
vexation might be engend-ered, by the
original views of the Committee of the
Chamber of Commerce being met on the
present | occasion, as Commanders of
Vessels would have to produce Receipts

at this Station, showing the payments

~made by them in India, which Receipts

might not be forthcoming, and the Act for
authorizing these dues, would necessarily
be a very complicated affair, whilst the
Public would be ignorant of the actual
amount received on account of the

aforesaid Dues.

13. Under these circumstances, and

taking into consideration the fact that all,

or nearly all, Vessels passing through the

Straits of Malacca from the Presidencies
touched at Singapore on their way to and
from the China Seas, | have ventured to



draw up an Act for the levy of the Dues at
this Port alone, which | trust will be
approved of, more especially as | am able
to state that the Chamber of Commerce
have concurred in my reasoning and
through their Chairman have expressed
their satisfaction with the Draft Act* now

submitted.

| have &ca,
Sd/ W.J. Butterworth
Governor

13" February 1850

* Sent in original
copy retained vide
local file under d/13
Feby 1850
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Annex 40

Letter from Butterworth W.J. (Govefnor of Prince of Wales
Island, Singapore and Malacca) to Church T. (Resident
Councillor at Singapore) dated 22 Feb 1850




Date : 22 Feb 1850

No. 76 Gl No 188 of 1850

Is true copy of a letter from the Under Secretary to the Government of
Bengal dated the 29™ January 1850 No 42. Approves the repairs and alterations
authorised to the Gun Boat “Charlotte”, amounting to Dollars 620, previous to her
being engaged in conveying fo Pedra Branca Mr Thomson the officer entrusted
with the construction of the Horsburgh Light House, and requesting that the
same may be debited to the Light House in question. Furnished for the
information of the Resident Councillor at ‘Singapore, with reference to his letter
dated the 29™ December 1849 No 159.

Dated Singapore 22" February 1850

317
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Annex 41

Letter from Bayley H.V. (Under Secretary to the Government
of Bengal) to Butterworth W.J. (Governor of Prince of Wales
Island, Singapore and Malacca) dated 19 Mar 1850




Date

From

To

: 19 Mar 1850
No. 171

The Officiating Under Secretary to the Government of Bengal

The Governor of Prince Wales Island

Singapore and Malacca

Dated Fort William, the 19" March 1850

Marine

Sir,

| am directed by the Deputy Governor of Bengal to acknowledge
the receipt of your letter No 22 with enclosures, reporting the measures
that have been taken for the immediate construction of the Horsburgh
Light House on Pedra Branca.

2. His Honor approves of the preliminary arrangements which have
been made by the Contractor “Choa Ah Sham” for the commencement of
the work, as also of your having authorised the entertainment of the extra
establishment sanctioned by the Hon'ble the Court of Directors from the
1*! February and the advances to the Contractor to enable him to bring

masons from China.

3. From Para: 6 of your letter and enclosures No 2 His Honor
observes that in consequence of the difficulty and risk of negotiating
remittances at Singapore, you have solicited the Hon'ble Court of
Directors to advance Mr Stevenson the Engineer the sum of £1500,
being the amount required by that gentleman for superintending and

preparing the cupola and light for the Light House in question. Your




proceedings render it unnecessary for His Honor to pass any orders on
the subject which will be duly taken up by the Home authorities.

4. As regards the proceedings of the Commitiee of the Chamber of
Commerce at Singapore, in which that body solicit that the repayment of
the money advanced by the Hon'ble the Court of Directors for the
construction of the Horsburgh Light House, should be spread over a
series of years so as 10 make a portion of the proposed Light House dues
available for a light on the 2'/, Fathom Bank in the Straits of Malacca,
and for a light near Singapore, | am directed to inform you, that the
earliest opportunity will be taken for submitting the proceedings of the
Chamber for the favorable consideration of the Hon’ble the Court of
Directors.

5. The draft act submitted with your letter has been forwarded for the
consideration of the Most Noble the Governor General of India in
Council, in the Legislative Department.

| have the honour o be,

Sir,

Your most obedient Servant

Sd/  HV Bayley

Off.g Under Sec” to the Gov' of Bengal



1850
Bengal
19" March
No. 171

Acknowledging the receipt of the Gov's ietter
reporting the measures that have been taken for the
immediate construction of the Horsburgh Lighthouse

on Pedra Branca.
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Annex 42

Letter from Lettler J.H. of the Marine Department of the
Government of Bengal to the Court of Directors of the East
India Company dated 30 Mar 1850




Date

Bengal

1 30 Mar 1850

Letter from No 13 dated 30th March 1850

Reports the arrangements that have
been made for the construction of the
Horsburgh Lighthouse on the Island of

Pedra Branca.

Secretary’s Office
Marine Branch
1850

Collection No Draft
No 670 of 1850




Copy Marine letter from Bengal dated 30" March 1850 No 13

| now beg to report the measures which have been adopted
consequent on the sanction conveyed in Your Honorable Court’s Marine
Despatch to the Gov' of India, in the Home Department No 3 of the gt
September last, to the construction of the Horsburgh Lighthouse on the Isiand of
Pedra Branca.

2. On the receipt by this Gov' of the Despatch in question from the
Home Depts the Governor of the Straits Settlements was desired to take
immediate steps for commencing the work, and also to submit the Draft of an Act
for the purpose of legalizing the duty of 2Y2 Dollars per 100 tons proposed by
Your Honorable Court to be levied on the shipping as soon as the Light House
should be completed.

3. In his annexed reply No 22 dated 13" February last, giving cover to
five enclosures on this subject, Colonel Butterworth reported that all the
preliminary arrangements had been made with the original Chinese contractor
“Choa Ah Lam” for commencing the building in the early part of the current
month, and that he had accordingly authorized the extra Establishment
sanctioned by your Honorable Court to be drawn from the 1° Ult* to ensure the
preparation of models &ca as also such advances as the contractor might
require for bringing masons from China, who were to be located on the island
itself, from which at the same time the blocks of granite for the foundation of the
Light House were to be prepared.

4. The superintendence of the undertaking has been entrusted to Mr
Thompson the Gov' Surveyor at Singapore, and tho’ a task involving great bodily
labour and exposure, Colonel Butterworth feels confident, from that officers
being well inured to the climate, and his being thoroughly conversant with the
management of the Chinese workmen that the work will progress rapidly and
successfully.



5. | approve of the above proceedings as reported by Colonel
Butterworth.

6. In paragraph 6 of his letter under notice, Colonel Butterworth refers
to the difficulty of negotiating through the Agency Houses in the small stations of
the Siraits Settlements, but as he had already addressed Your Honorable Court
on the subject of making the necessary advances to the Engineer entrusted with
the preparation of the Cupola and Light, | did not consider it necessary to pass
any orders on this subject.

7. With reference to the imposition of 2'2 Dollars per 100 tons, and to
the amount advanced by Your Honorable Court for the erection of the Light
House, Colonel Butterworth submitted an extract from the Proceedings of the
Committee of the Chamber of Commerce at Singapore begging that the re-
payment of that sum may be exiended over a series of years, so as to make a
portion of the proposed Lighthouse dues available for further facilitating
navigation through the Straits of Malacca by erecting a light on the 2% fathom
Bank, and another in the vicinity of Singapore.

8. On this subject Colonel Butterworth remarked that the Chamber of
Commerce had calculated the yearly amount of tonnage at the Port of Singapore
at 200,000 tons thereby greatly overrating the receipts by taking their calculation
from the number of vessels that went in and out, without bearing in mind that the
same vessel might re-enter that Port many times during the year, whereas the
actual amount of tonnage upon which Light House dues would be collected
would not exceed 150,000 tons, limiting the payment of those dues for each
square rigged vessel 1o twice during the year.

9. | beg to submit the proceedings of the Committee of the Chamber
of Commerce referred to for the favourable consideration of your Honorable
Court. |




10. The Chamber further desired that the levy of the Horsburgh Light
House might be confined as far as possible to the Ports of Calcutta, Bombay,
Madras &ca, where Import and Export dues obtain, under the impression that the
collection of such dues at Singapore might operate prejudicially to the trade of
that place, which had hitherto been unfettered by pecuniary exactions of any
kind.

11. Colonel Butterworth’s opinion on this point was that a compliance
with the Committee’s proposition would entail difficulty and vexation inasmuch as
commanders of vessels would have to produce receipts at Singapore for
payments made by them in India and elsewhere which receipts might not always
be forthcoming. Besides Colonel Butterworth considered that an act authorizing

those dues would necessarily be too cdmplicated and lead to confusion.

12. Under the above circumstances Colonel Butterworth transmitted
the Draft of an Act which he had drawn up for the levy of the Light House dues at
the Port of Singapore alone; which was likely to provide for the due interests of
all parties. This Draft act had been submitted for the consideration of the Gov' of
India in the Legislative Dept.

- J. H. Lettler
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Annex 43

Letter from Butterworth W.J. (Governor of Prince of Wales
Island, Singapore and Malacca) to the Resident Councillor at
Malacca dated 4 Apr 1850




Date . 4 Apr 1850

No. 127 Gl No 302 of 1850
To, The Resident Councillor Ans.? 15" April/50
at Malacca No. 207

Dated Singapore 4™ April 1850

Sir,

I have the honor to request, that the Gun Boat “Nancy”
may be sent to this Station for temporary employment in
conveying Stores to Pedra Branca for the workmen engaged in

constructing the “Horsburgh Light House”.

The Resident Councillor at this Station, has been directed
to replace the Gun Boat “Nancy” by the Barge “Francis”, whilst the

former may be employed on the above duty.

| have &ca
Sd/W. J. Butterworth
4% April 1850 Governor
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Ahnex 44

Letter from Butterworth W.J. (Governor of Prince of Wales
Island, Singapore and Malacca) to the Resident Councillor at
Malacca dated 19 Apr 1850




Date : 19 Apr 1850

- To,

The Resident Councillor

at Malacca

Dated Singapore 19" April 1850

Sir,

| have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your .

letter under date the 15" Instant No. 201, bringing to notice the
very unsatisfactory state of the Honble East India Company’s
Gun Boat “Francis” sent from hence to replace the “Nancy”,
whilst the latter may be employed in conveying stores &ca for
the workmen engaged in constructing the Light House at Pedra

Branca.

} regret that the “Francis™ should have been permitted
to leave Singapore in so inefficient a state, and | have not failed
to direct the attention of the authorities here, to the
circumstance which does not reflect credit on the Marine
Department; | now beg that such immediate repairs and
- additions, as have been found necessary to the Gun Boat may
be forthwith made, and debited to this Residency, and that
hereafter when you can spare her, that she may be sent back
for the purpose of being placed in a completely serviceable

condition.

| have &ca

Sd/ W. J. Butterworth
19™ April 1850 - Governor

Gl. No. 350 of 1850

Ans® 23 April / 50
No. 220

Ans® 3"(?) May / 50
No. 249
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Annex 45

“The Horsburgh Lighthouse” in the Straits Times and
Singapore Journal of Commerce (28 May 1850)
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- Lovetand Plumil ule wora them handed to the
- Worshipful Masier, who applied each instrament

~called for the cornucppia containing corn, agd

- Governar and:geotlemen .presentin L

{ genius,:-and . surpassing zeal, I.’hé mavigntion -of these-.
| lntrigqte seaq,. haa beon so gieatl
| body*we- feel Justly proud :eof:

-eea of my-life' thit
" Lhe. Eagl have:besiv ealled A pon-ib exetutse their Crak
- ingp” lauduble and’ groat An undertaking durwg e

- that this noble werk?

[OFEl- it {eo bedy haTdirectsd iz Archilect to

‘see that it was ‘prioperly adjusted. . The Square,

‘sucessively. to the stone, and haviag struck it
threq limos with his--matlet, said: *Moy the Great
‘% Architect .of, tha Universegrant a bicssing on
% this stone ahich! we hava:now laid, and by
“ Ris ‘Provideace enable us to (nish this and every
‘._"nlll_l'_lfilfluoug ffft'_iderulfi gvp Thg Brethren
replied—54-So--olo s it- beffAtand-gave-he usyal
Musonic salute.: The “Worshipful Master nefr

the cups, with thewine anddil, and having poar-:
‘ed the contents. of "each . successively over ke
sfone, 'said : % May the All'Hountbpns Auiber of
“ Nature bless oug:Island,” gfiwhich’ this. Rock
_ ith Cern, Wine and- O’ and
“ with all the necessary ‘comforls . and ~conuve-
“ niences of life.”” . TheMBrethren again respin.
ded *vSo-mole it be’iand salutedas dbdve..
The chaplain;pronesnced -an_ approprialé prayer, '
‘and the. Worshipful’ Master then-addresséd: the’
il e-follo wing,

‘meat apeech :
It will'be im
terus, the,ve

sibidto" convey td you adequate:

: {iofie - enterained by imysolf aad:

' bave:-done ué; i havikg -
- Aith: our M-

(

3 A Sl
stinguished Hy-
o enletprizing
yoTigilitated. As a
b distinction thiws
confurred upon; us in kuving Somuiliidd to, our exre,
‘the commencentont of a work of uch vagt imporiance |
to every matiliine nalion in the:worll, and su perfest-
ly ‘accordint with ihoss priliciples of philanthopy
which foria the basiaof onr:Aucient institutiorss end
L-ahiall exer esieem. it'png:0f therhappicst vircumutan-
6. Bretifen ol Lodge Zeiland ie

oridd that ¥ enjoy, through: their kind suffages, the
anor of occapyipe the Masier’s chair, :

* Al présent mids, tegard it 48 & mos! anspicions evert
been-begun on n 4.y bkeld in

= v.,."i

thie hidheaot vanstéMan he asaws nririch sabicas on haina

“Doutbtiess the recollection of this day's proceed ingn will
orm'ih afier years, when you may be romoved from the

; Ecepe of yoor prescpt labours, hot the least plaasing of
P 1

our riisihlstedces, and that you may long live wenin .
ha jponteinplation of your pont useful god honory e

‘Weareer I8 my slncpra wiab. -

1 foel that T should (il ecquit mynell of the t.e
pau . have assignéd me . were 1 to emit tn poy B Just wi-

W uie to the munlfivencd of thoes mershants snd 1nazingss

»- whoso llperalty we are indobied for the nucleus of the
und ralsed fur.the ereatlon of the odlficn uf which wo have
bls day +id the foundation stone.

Thanksare alaa due ta the Hoh'lla tho Conrt of 0.
eotors of thte Hast Indla Company for having advancet
be romeining sam nevesanry to ofuct 1hin dealzable objaar

‘Tho merlts wf tho dlallnguithod man ts whose memary
ka Light-Houss {ato be dedlasted, praton universally v,
nowledged, to poad anylongthannn[ penogyric on My part
s coinprohionatre eliarts, and elurorato and Snvalunl.e-
alling dlragtions, the Jabur of years uf untlring exertion
nd dovotion, numr hiwa ne o mnn af alinnel unexon.-
lad genlur aud Industry. To tha naslgo e of thes:
268 the unmo of Llorsburgh 0 almont wa fantline as .
b#n. Bnd among Thoay whi are engaged [n guiwmeroe 1n
his quirier of the Globe, wio la those thad dove nnt facl
nd soknowisge tha deepost debt of gratinde tn Lim. 3.,
he mamnnry of ona 1o dovutea to thy couso to which gl.
hast his whalo “ife was spent, whatmore npproprinto Lo~
imonlal coul. be vffered thas the ediflco nuw tu be erect-
J. And I roppllcsis the Bupeome Architest of the Uni-
88 ¥o 10 blens the work thot It may long withetand the
avages of time, and bid defiance Lo the billows of dea-
uction that eusround ik, to be a tower by day nnd o lght by
ight te gulde the mariner In his couree for ages
0 eomn, and that sucoreding generations, whilst they ad.
plre tiie genied of bl to wooss memory {1t [o raised.
2y have caue 10 regnrd with gestitude Lhusa o whoin
e erection is duo. :

The Governor replied as follows :—
Worshipful Master and Gentlamen af the Lodge

Zntlund in tha Fast,
I thank you for the ablo manner in which yau
knve been plessed to perfurm this deay's mast inter.
sting ecremuny. Y have ever honared the Cr it
f Musonry and the solemnily which "y cha-
acterized thia day's proceedingy has made me (o
be deepeat respect fur what 1 had previnual,
boncred. -
The kind terms in which you, Gentlewmen Ma.
ons. bave been pleaged fu apeak of wvsell eaniit
ail iz be dBEply 'gralilying H and what bine [kl
his day will indeed huave a wost prominent plan:
mangst the many pleasing recollectivug which |
hall 1eke with e to my native land, when leav-
ng the Straits, where, 1 may fiulv way, I hawe
honestly labored to the utmost of my sbihity [ur
Le adeancement of the three staling,
1 should be waating in jnstive tu the mrrcan.
ile comumunity and mariners in Cliioa if [ oric.
ed to notice what you mention of their Eherality,
or their donations towards the Horshurgh testi-
mopial, magnified by the munificence of Yesara.
ardine, Matheson and Co. in allowing componsid

‘Potereast on the suwm raised in 442, most certain-

y &tiabled. me toweall upok the Gavernment-ol.

il T

n dnj_‘;‘:fﬂ;‘qgﬁﬁfﬁ “tite gnatiete., The cATTWRSHGSy ~ +

oo modas sy tud dad Y pecitved Gl Ban -

4

kmm‘;&_‘p' LDirpc(ol5, as. 0oz reneace herethiy |
ay paps.eridents " BUT gifileietiy trere 1a om0
théy persan whose zeal in thia cause must not be
pst sight of. 1 aliude to one of the oldest and
ost reapected Resitents in Singapore, Joluy Purvis
squire who has narrowly watched & earneat}yaid-
d the autharilies on this occasion, and whose ablz
uggestions fur the mare safe and speéedy navi-
ation of Lhe Strairg of Malavea, subsequently en-
hrired upon and recommended by that excellent
pdy.the Singapare Chamber of Commerce, 1

Wope eventually way be carrted into vffect.
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coufirred itpeir/us in having Eommitted to. our cars,
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%‘o Froaneess B the commencemont of a work, of quch vasl imporiance
EWETEON to every, mnritimie nAlion lohe world, and o periect-
te ly ‘mccordunt with those pritciples _of’ philanihropy
[PERLL which form tha bagis of oilr-Adgient insitiutions ;- and

juppienl. circnmatan -

L-shull ever esteem. it'Gug 0ltha’
y ) 0-6f Ludge Zeitand in

1 silk coshion | M it
) vhat the Bte

A . B ces of my-life \hat il | _
inwo swmd Wl 1g agt have bepicalled pun-1o exerisa their Craft
- " Bl ivso fauddble and" great dnfunderteking during il
'I-nl:f;:ru 1 oriod that § enjoy, throngh-their kiud suffagos, the
Al ) atior of occupyioe the Musier'a chair,
e “All present mti_g,-';pgnrd it a3 0 most auspicions event
Bl that this noble work zhas been begun on & d 7 held in
RVIE Bl the bighest venordilon by every aritish sabject, o8 being
. the anoiversary 9f Her'Most Graclons Blajesty’s BN
anerspr J} dey; =nd tay Hen'bla 3ir, i the eredit due of haviog
) IV welected this'must ftrdug mode of teajifying our loyel-
o eanon - _[§] t¥:to ouf beloved sovereign on e R
ghiywand - i} essured could Fdesiie o greater ‘and more pleasing proof
;ei' for the [Jf.of our attachr it to her royal person;. than oar being
} * engaged, an we.nre this day, leyiag, the foundation of &
wough, " the ] | structiire. whigi il iénd Lo-promete ‘the welfare of so
tnucopia, the | 5807 of - hefigalijects. It wonld, ;peciinps, be no very
v 2O M. diffcult, task’agy: forenee the extent o, maefuiness o the

‘ethren with,
iowith Lheir

* gomrierce of ‘it nin country and "to thit of equaliy ci-
" vililed powers; bul when we contemplateits effectin fos-
tering our fatercourse with -the semi-barbarous natana
_of Eustera Asfa which surround nr, whose waat of skill’
in“the art of navigation reider: them vso, frequently a
i pray to the myéteries of the mighty deep, and;tenda 8o
- materislly to'Teslrict. their ndvancement, we ahall b6 last
- in 4 aze of conjecture and Burmisel < ¥ 5
~The dimastron® edscts resulting from the absence-ofa—
ph hie Ml Light-Housey in. this. locality, In the loss of human
solicited thell} life '_afnd l,ﬁ.brjﬁten:iva-di:strutlzriunlol pr‘gpe{ty, have Leen
B so MY oo Treqnent]y sud tod edverely felt withio late years mot
'l-m: A0 VoI to ”=rerﬁer_ igjn mztter of the ,ﬂcnpm,qo_.n_c,em_tq-g.l}; who
ay, the foun-Bit feel ay'interéat in the -prosjierity of "cotdtnercs and the

+ . be erectedB(l . 'geltare of thgi;l.fellow ’ﬁre‘amren thn;.h tﬁii‘;torkifﬁhfc%.mf
TR o ;jout- nuspices we have nowag; Thappily hegun, showld
?ab'-' Ma-t;!'{:’_r»’ . hnuybeen a0 long deferved. I should ‘:.he;efqrg': b doidg
9_.1?"33 F-RIE you  great injustice, were I to refriip.from’ ﬁqtiqlilr:g'hl.:: i
LI 8. E or:ha-

.much the world.isadebied to you, Hpn'ble' Sli; .
[ ving brought tho-neceasary nryi "tjg"e'lﬂ'uhu'to' ¥ dantin-

- sion, which bmt for your: ancégking” and sirbhnois advo-

cacy nf thecause, mighth {d}“}:ﬁh’n'—. roiripled:to an -

{ndeflnite perlod. Nog [ perthiy: this ‘opportanity

Ftirniy ot Beariy congrainlztions -

g gscape me of iifprin
tihet your long'iand: ussful career ag the  chicl numorilg
Zin thi of Maluced, which has fended @0 muc

the:gtral

entand embellishmient of the settlements
, should-bq'crowndd’py’x lubor calonlated
. ry,‘fmi reaect c'!e:ha_ﬁng .

v

0 9 T 5 - i uart
ing stetement of tha teids wex abw-depofited.
far.the year 1M8-49 of P risce. of thi'i.'qlﬁﬂ
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othér person ‘whose zenl inthia ceuse muxt nol be
lost sight of. 1 allude to one of the ollest and
mosat reapected Resitents In Siugapure, Jubu Purris
Feaaquire who has narrowly watehed & earneatlyaid-
ed the authorities on this osension, il whase ably
suggestions fur the more mafa nnd spdedy nnvie
gnlicm of the Straita of Mulucea, nubiargquently en-
farged ppon and recommended by that execllent
body the Singopure  Chamber of Cwinmerce, 1
bope evenivally may be carried nto effect.

Gentlemen. [ entrustthe completion of the build-

ing, of whith you have pow bl the foundatien
“glone, to that valuable and iudefatigshle pnbhe
-RETVRERE oTitl BOTe sTCiTiteTt, wir: Tivmmson, with tie
utmost confidence, and I again thank yua mas

sincetely far ihe lobore of:this day nad [or the
impreagive manner in whiéh you have excroised

your Masonic Craft on the vccasion, ncomnpanie’

by the warmeat expressions of loyshy 10 o
most Gracious Majesty Qneen. Vicloria, whe
whilst some " of the greawst Poteptates of 1h
Barth have either fallen from oxP tottered o
their Thrones, hag remained brmly seated, sup

purted golely by the .affections ofher peuple—anm

kow far spresd and deep roeted are thoss 2ffve
tiong -ihe sentiments pr