
Dear Mr. Presideiît, 

Cour internationale de Justice 
Enregistré au Greffe le : 

---------- 
International Court of Justice 

Filed in the Registry on : 3 0 JAN. 2004/34~ 

trclai~d, Pi-cçidci~cy ol*tl'ie Europcan Lliiioil, rc-Ccrs Ln lhc requcst b j  UIZ Geilcral 
Asseinbly to thc in~cma~ional Court of Justicc Tor ai l  advisos. opiiiion 011 ihc legal 
cnncequeiices or Clie construcLini1 o i  a wall iii ~ b e  occupied P a l e s t i i ~ i ~ i ~  Te~-ri!orv This 
lelicr, togelhzr w i ~ l î  11s et'iclos~ires, are provlded as a ufrilien s ~ ~ l e ~ i i è n t  

ft is rcccillcd I h a ~  t ! ~ e  Europerin Union lias preseiîied a resoiution ES/10-13 cippriivecl 
by the Geneial ,Lasseinbly oii 21.'' Octobcr dei-riaiidrng Isrciel to stop and reieibe the 
conslruc~ion orth2 l3mri-ier ir~wie 111e occupted Pale~ti-i~ian Ten-iic-ii-y, iticludil~g III anci 
arnund East Jerusalem, i ~ h i c l ~  is in departiire o î t h c  ariîiistice 11ne of 1939 and 1s in 
contradictioi~ to tlic rclevant provisions o î  intcrnatioiial la\v. 1-lowcvcr, the EU 
belicves that the proposed requtlst Fer a i l  Aclvisory Opinion froni t l ~ c  Inlcniatioiîai 
Cour1 of Justice is iIIappropriciie It will no1 help die efrorts of the twn parties to rc- 
l~ui~c11 a pollt~çül dialogue. 

Fnclased are thc texls oT~he  decJara~ioi~s inade by the Presidency O C  the Council o f  
the Eciropean Unlon al the Generai Asçeiribly of the Uriltcd Nations aficr thc adoption 
of Resoiutioils A!RES/ES- 1 O/ 14 and AIRESIES- 1011 3. 

beland uoulcl 11 ke i,o p ~ j i ~ t  o i i ~  eliai. Ihe Acceding Siatss to the Eurnpcan Union, 1.c 

Cyprus, the Czecli Rep~iblic, Estonta. i-lingary. Lai-~ia,  1,iih~iania. Malia, Polai~d. 
Slovakia aiid Slovenia: align tl-ieinselves ~vitll th- is statznleiv, 

Please accept. Xfï.  Pïesident, ~11e ~SSUI-a~ icç  o f ~ i i y  higliesl considcratit>n 

13iialî Ciiv~crl T.D. 
Min istcr li>r Foreign AÎSairs of lrclaiid 
Prcsidenl oixllc Couticil oi'h4 i n i s ~ c s s  ol'ihs Euïopcm Uil rot] 
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1 have the hsnor t~ spcak on behatf o f  the European Union. The Acccding Corntries 
Cyprus. h e  Czech Republic. Estania, Iiungary, Lntvia, I,ithuania, h'lalra, Poland, tfie 
Slovakia and Slovenia, ille Associatecl Countries Bulgaria, aiid Romzma, Co.mtnes of 
thc S~abilization and Association Process and potentiai candidates. Albrànxa, Bosnia md 
Herzegovina, Croatia, the Fornier Yugoslav Rcpublic of kiiaîcdoma Serbia and 
Montenegr0 as well the EFTA countnes Iceland and Nonvay, members of the 
European Economic Area, aligil themselves with this statement 

Mr. President, 

af i t r  less &an twa months from its las\ meeling an 20 Octobcr thls Elîiûrgency Specid 
Session is convened agctin to discuss the issue of the Bamcr that lsrsel is building in 
departure fiom the "Green Line" w i h n  the occupied tewitoiy of thc West Bank 

Tile European Uliion is particularly concemed by the route marked out for the B m - k ~  in 
the Occupied Utest Bank. The envisaged departure of the Barrier h m  the "Green Line" 
could prejudge futute negotiations and make the WoState  solutlon physically impossible 
to ~mplemeni. It would cause further bumanltman md economic hardshig to the 
Palestinims. Thousmds of Palcstinimins west of thc fençe are bring cut off fiom essential 
services in the West Bsnk, Palestinims eaçt of the fence will. lcrse access te land mci 
waier tesoutces. In tl~is context the EU 1s a l m e d  by the designiation oTlmd between t he  
B a k r  and the "green l ine" as a closed inihtary zone. Tkîs i; a de-facto change ln the 
legal status of Palestinians living in Lliis area which makes lifc for ihem evcn harder. 

Heilce the European Ucioe has preseated resolution ESIZO-13 approved by thc Generd 
Assembly on 21'' Ocrober demanding Israel to stop and reverse the construction of the 
Barr-ier inside the occupied Palestinian terntories, inriiuding in and xound Easr 
Jenisalem. which is In departure of the armistice line of 1949 and 1s ln conîradictron to 
the relevant provisions of international Isw. 

Tho Europcrur Union tlrcinks the Sccretaq~-Gcnctral for the dx&Ied and pwtinnill report he 
presented piirsuant to this resolution. The Europem Union shares the csnrcems expressed 
by the Secretay-General in this report and fully supports the obscrvat~ons he made. 

The European Union regrets the fx: rhai Israel, according ;O the repvrt of the Secretqr- 
Generai gursuant to Generai Assembly resolutioi~ ES-1OI13, is ilot in cornpliance wi t i~  the 
,4sçcmbly's dcmand that i t  stops ahd reverses the comlmcliun of  the wa!! in the Orr>ip;ed 
Palestiniaq Terri tories. 

The EU beliwes that rhc proposed request for an Advisory O p ~ n ~ o n  from the 
International Court of Justice will not help ilie efforts of the two parties to te-launch a 
political dialogue and 1s therefore inappropriate lt is for this reason. that the Ewopem 
Union will abstain on the relevant draR resulution submitied io the consideration of bis 
Ernergency Special Session 





Mr. President, 

T h e  Europeati Union remains finnly committed to the clear objec!rve of two States, Israel 
and a viable and clemocratic Palestifiinn State, living side by side in peace and secunty. l n  

the fkcunework of a comprehensive peace 111 thc Middle East, as l a d  out in the Road Map 
prcsented by the Quartet lo the paies  on 30 April2003. In this context the EU welcomes 
the ui~anirnoas endorsement of the Road Map by the Security Council in resoluticln 15 15 
(2003). 

The European Union 1s deepljr concerned by the sihiatio!i in the reson  and has noted 
that, despite support given by the intemattonal c o m m u t y  to d ~ e  quesé for a jusi and 
lasting solution, insilfficlenri effort has so far been made by the concerned partles to seize 
the opportunity for pence set out in the Road Map 

The European Union thereforc çallç once again on both partie5 - Israel and the Palestintai 
Authority - to live up to the commitments they undertook at the Aqaba sunimit on 4 Sune 
2003 and stresses the need f a  the spcedy implernentation of the lioad Map and 
cornpliance with 11s provisions. 

The European Uxijoo also urges al1 sides in the region to ir,meciialely implement poucies 
conducive to dialogue and negotiatioxis. The EU relattomhip with iirose who will îake 
steps to the contraïy will be inevitably affected by such behavior. 

Notwithstanding Phc b)o& picture of the 1st manths, the European Union 1s encourageû 
and welcomes mitiatives from israeii and Palestintan civil societies airnhg 21 prûmîtting 
rapprochçment, confidence buildmg and the establishment of a lastrng pacc,  

The Geneva initiative, confirms the willingness whch  exists withiri civil societies to 
achieve peaccfiil coexistence in two independent, viable and prosgerous stales. living side 
by side in securi~y, ro the benefit of al1 israelis =and Pafcstinians as well as of ail counules 
rn the region Is also helphl to increase che awarcness o f  the public opinion o f  botfi sjdes 
on the iieed 10 jdantie the necessary eflvris wr! reciprocal concessions in ordcr to 
achieve a negotiated setllement of the conflict. 

In l n s  regard, the EU consicers the dacurneni presenleü on 1" December m Geneva as a 
valuablc contribution by the'civil society in suppori of the Quarket's Roaàmap wSich 
rernains the only Easlç for the irmncd:ate resampiion cf the peace prrpêess. 

Mr. Presidena. 

The European Union wish also to empliasize once again its strang condenmal~on o f  the 
suicide attxks a d  other acls 01 violence tliat have occurred over the lasi pcriod In the 
region and cnlls upon al1 sides 10 refiain fkom any provocalive action whicll can finrtiicr 
cscrilatl: the I ~ t i a u n .  



Serrorist attacks againsi Isracl have no justification whatsoever The European Union 
reiterates that tlie fight agairtst terrorisrn rn al1 ~ t s  forms remains one of the pziorities of 
the EU xi well as of  CLIC cntire inteniational Comrnunity and that it is thc: duty of 31) 

ccunines, in pariicular of those in the region, to actjvely cooperate 111 the fight aganst 
terronsm and to abstain ftom al1 support direct or indirect, CO ierronsl organiza~ions 

The Europeail Union emphasizes once again that, iii cornplimce with ihe Road Map, the 
Palestltlian leadership must concretely demonsuate i t s  determinatioti in the fi&t againçt 
extremrst violence and urges the Palestinian G o v c m e n t  and the Palcstinian Preçident to 
t&e imcdiate stepti to confkont indiv~duals and groups conducting and p l m l n g  terrons: 
attacks. The ~ u r o ~ i a n  Union still believes that the Palestinkm security services should be 
conso!idated under the. control of the Prime Minister and the lnterior Minister. 

%le reeognizing Israel's nghl to prstect its cihzens from terrcsrist atlacks, üie European 
Union urgcs the Govemmcnt of Isrsel, in exercising [bis nght, LO îùiiy respect 
~liternational law, in particular human righis and iniernational hunianiiarian law including 
the Fourth Geneta Convention and to exen maximum effort to avoid civiliaa casualt~es 
and take no aclloil thai aggravates the humamtanan and economic p!ight of the 
Palestman people. Ir also calls on Israel to abslain hm any punitive memures which are 
not in acccrdance with international law, including extra-judlcial killtnps arid ta reverse 
ils seitlemeni policy and to dismanlle settlements built afier March 2001. 

Mr. Presidcnt, 

In cûïicl.iision thc Eulopca~i Wniari wishes to reiierate once again ils determinâtion te 
contnbitte, with its partners in the Quariet, in the efforts to re-lawnch the peace process 
t h r ~ u g h  an early implementation of the Road Map and stresses the irnpo~anee and 
urgency of setting up a credjble and effective third-paii  m~nitoring rnechmism 
includng al1 tnetnber of the Quartet. 

Th& you, hiir. Preçidene 



ESS lllegal Içraeli Practices 2011012003 - the wall 

Mr. Bresidcnt, 
Z bave the honot to spe& on behslf cf the  European Union The Acc&g C~untries Cypw, the 
Czmh k p b l i c ,  E~foPti$ Huagay, Lamia, Lithuaai$ Malta, Bolmd, the Slowika and Slaveda, tho 
Ass~çi8kd Caw3pies B$h%guk, R~mrllnia cind 'furkcy, slign themselves with thPs s~terneslt, 

the E m p a n  Union is @p;pdy ~~maumrxitted to the cleu objective of twe Sta tc~ ,  Israel a d  a viable and 
danscrsde Palestbim Sbtsatc, l i " d q  &ide by side: in g e e e  and escwify, in th-9 ~nmewsrk of a 
compreheasive p w  in the kliddls? East, as ldd out in the Road Mag. 

The Europcan Ukiian is dee-egly caraccimed by the sitmtion in the region and hm n o t d  &a?, despite 
support g i v a  by tiac intenmtiad rvommunity to tba qucst for a jwt and ~;ofutioa, 
h 6 t i e n t  effort b u  bem m d c  by the contxrned parties. to seize tba? oppoxfunify fox p w e  sin out 
in the &ad MW, m&mwred by the m e n t  Quartct MUusterial Statement i a s d  Septcrnber 26 
iasl. Ora the w n m ,  risi% \riaience 3s briaghg ndded sufPèring md des% to bcth fie isr~.sji ma$ 
the Pdesünim geoplas Euad pufting at nsk sccwity in the region md beyand. 
The Ewm Udon thasefrrao odtlfs on both y i ~ t a s  - bmei md tbe Pai~rtinim kuthonty ta livc up 
ta tho o c r d û n w  thoy ua;$artook a4 the Aqaba ammit an 4 fune 2003 

The hs~pbl~~ Union wges dl s i d a  h the region tQ hmediâtefy hpiernsnt p o f i ~ i c ~  çoaid~~civc ta 
dimilope md negotia9isins. "PAé Et' re1atic;~ship with &o6s who will take steps to thle wntmy w~ll. 
be ineriiably ~ f f a ~ t d  by eurzh be'heaviow. 

Tihe Bmpem U&QB weIeome$ initiative5 h m  civil swicty an beth sides aad is ready to h%er 
aasist in the effort to pmrnote rapprochement, ~ ~ d e n c e  bui?lding md the ge~nych for R lasfiag 
p w t .  

The E m p m  Unina c3bongly çodemnei the intansific~tian of suicide attacks and othcr WU of 
violence thtd b v s  s ~ c w e d  over the 1st few wecks and calllr upon dl sides to rofiaîa h m  m y  
prov~carivt ac$isits wkkh cm fttdhef escdatei the temion, 

The E~mpelltl Union smtigly cuirdema the vile tcmrist 8ttae.k t$at took die liweg of thme US 
citizm mcar the Er& checkpoint in the Gaza seig on 15 Octoh~r ancl expresses ies condofçnms fo 
the k v t d  fdi9es.  The EU expeats b t  the! perpatmton ~ i i l  be broragh~ ta justice. 

TRpmnat a t k c k  a g d r t  Psraal have no justification whaUocver, 'fie Ewaapsan Union reiteratas b t  
the fi&$ agtiirnst îmrcrisrn in dl itt? foma remah one crf tha grîarities of &t EU a well M of the 
c n h  intermtiond Coxreniiuup md that i t  ioi the duty of al( criiuntnes, in yartfculm of those in thr 
region, ta aicbively wopwate in the fight ageiins~ lem&irra and ts abstaln fiom a l i  mpp6t.t; dircct or 
indkfi ,  to tcrlrori~t rsrgmiiwtiom. 
The ihropean Uniotr emphasizsea once again that the Paiestinim Atathority mwt ccsncmtefy 
dcnnrrnst~ate its detcminatioo, in the fight agaiilbFt extrennist violen~e md mg69 the PA md its 
~residcnt  to takc inrunediate, deciaive steps to consolida@ dl Pdestiniaa sc6:wity semiees viader 
clam wnkol of ea duty empawed Prima Minister aad h k d o r  Mitusaet, apx$ wn£rcrnt individu& 
and groups çonducting and plandng temnst attincb. Tjhe Ewpem Ilraian r e w w s  Iisrtxef's ri& 
to pmtect itri citkxm b w  termfist lbtoacb. It urges the Oavernment of Isrwl, in cxercising h s  
rigbt, to atrt maximum effort to aivoid çikilian camalileies and taka no action that aggravateis &kie 
huoa~*&an and eeonomic pli& of the Pdostinian pople. ft also çaiis on lsracl to ab$& Born 



my puhitivs rnaanue~ w&ic& eue not in accurdancc with international law, hcludhg extra jueiieid 
kiiiings, 

The Ewopctui Union is paxticulatly conccrned by the routa narkcd out for the 80-callcd sccuriq 
f e w  in t.lx Ocsupied West Bank, The eovisaged degarture of th route h m  the "geen line" cuuld 
prejudgs future ~&~otiations aad make the two-State-solution physically impossible io implement. 
It wouîd cause: fwther b u ~ i t z u i m  and economic hardship to rhe Pdilestinians. Thousands of 
Palcatiniaas wcst of &a fcnce arc &in& cut off fiom essondd services in the West Bank, 
Patestullan.9 csst of the fmce will lose acccss to land and vratn ~sowcts 

Tlnc Empcaa Union d 9  on lsrael ta reversa i~ settlemcnt policy and tb d i smt le  settlemmte 
built after Marth 200 1, 

The Ewopem Union ni te rate^ its detrmination tr, contributa in dl wpats of abe bpicrnenb?icn 
of the KoaB Map d sttestses thc Smpartancc and utg~ncy of setting up a credible esnd effectivs 
W p m î y  monitoring mrchenism4 


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

