EvBAJADA DE LA REPUBLICA
BouivariaNA DE VENEZUELA

No. 333/2009

The Embassy of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela presents its
compliments to the Registry of the International Court of Justice, and has the
honour to notify attached to this Verbal Note the official advisory opinion of the
Government of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela about the Unilateral
Independence by the Provisional Institutions of Kosovo, according to the terms of
Resolution A/RES/63/3 of the General Assembly of the United Nations

Organization.

The Embassy of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela avails itself of
this opportunity to renew to the Registry of the International Court of Justice, the

assurances of its highest consideration.
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yi The Hague; April 24" 2009

To the Registry of
International Court of Justice
The Hague.-

Enclose.



POSITION OF THE BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA WITH RESPECT TO .
THE UNILATERAL DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE OF THE SERBIAN
PROVINCE OF KOSOVO

VIOLATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL LAW

-

The Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela supports the initiative by the United
Nations General Assembly, set forth in its resolution A/RES/63/3, to request an
ICJ consultative opinion on whether the unilateral declaration of independence
of Kasovo complies with the International Law.

~ The Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela deems that such consultation is aimed
at preventing a breach of the international rule of law, since the unilateral
declaration of independence made by Kosovo impinges upaon the international
law in force, particularly the principles of territorial integrity and the sovereignty
of States.

In this regard, the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela has already established
its position with respect to the unilateral proclamation of independence of
Kosovo, based on the following reasons:

1. The Republic of Serbia is an internationally recognized State, a founder
and member of the United Nations, and as such, it is subject to the
principles and rules of the Charter of the United Nations, which guarantees
the sovereignty and territorial integrity of States.

2. The Constitution of the Republic of Serbia states that the province of
Kosovo is part of the territory of Serbia.

3. The UN Security Council resolution 1244 states that Kosovo is part of the
Republic of Serbia, and reaffirm the “cormmitment of all Member States to
the sovereignty and territorial integrity”. The aforementioned has already
been included in other Security Council resolutions (e.g. resolutions 1160,
1199, 1203 from 1998, and resolution 1239 from 1999).

4. The unilateral declaration of independence of Kosovo violates the Security
Council resolution 1244, as it disobeys the mandate of respecting the
territorial integrity and sovereignty of the former Federal Republic of
; — 245k Yugoslavia. Likewise, the declaration contravenes the international practice

e < [}&Rg it was made without the agreement of the Republic of Serbia.

. b recognition of Kosovo contravenas the rules of the International Law,
' ,! forth in General Assembly resolution 2625 (XXV), since such action
threatens the principle of not breaching or undervaluing the territorial




integrity of the sovereign States, in accordance with the International Law
Commissian,

Therefore, the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela does not recognize the
unilateral declaration of independence of Kosovo, since it impinges upon the
sovereignty and territorial integrity of the Republic of Serbia, the Charter of the
United Nations, the Security Council resolution 1244 (1999), of the international
law, and constitute a threat to international peace and security.

The Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela is confident that the International
Court of Justice will act impartially vis-a-vis this process. Such action may allow
for the recovery of international legality and the interruption of the separatist
policies promoted by the main powers to weaken the developing countries, in
violation of the principles of soversignty and territorial integrity.

April 17, 2009.
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POSICION DE LA REPUBLICA BOLIVARIANA DE VENEZUELA
SOBRE LA DECLARACION UNILAYERAL DE INDEPENDENCIA DE KOSGVO,
ACTO VIOLATORIO DEL DERECHO INTERNACIONAL

La Republica Bolivariana de Venezuela apoya la inidativa de la
Asambiea General de fas Naclones Unidas, expresada enla resolucion A/RES/GS/B,
de solicitar a la Corte Intemacional de Justida una opinidn consultiva sobre si la

declaracion unilateral de Independencia de Kosovo se ajusta al Derecho
Internacional,

La RepUblica Bolivariana de Venezuela considera que la finalidad de la
consulta ante Ja Corte Internacional de Justicia es impedir gue se viole ol orden
juridico internacional, pues la declaracién de independencia unilateral de Kasove
viola el Derecho Interpacional vigente, especialmenta los principios de integridad
territorial y soberania de los Estados,

En este sentido, la Repiblica Bolivariana de Venezuela ha
manifestado plblicamente su posicién de rechazo a la proclamacion de
independencia unllateral de Kosovo, por las siguientes razones:

1. La Repiblica de Serbia es un Estado Imternacionalmente reconacido,
fundador y miembro de la Organizacion de fas Naciones Unldas, y por tanto,
estd sujete & los principlas y normas de fa Carta de las Naciones Unidas,
fue garantizan la soberenia v Ia integridad terftorial de fos Esiados.

2. La Constitucion de la RepUblica de Serbla sefala que la provincia de Kosovo
forma parte del territorio de Serbia.

3. Lo resolucion 1244 del Consejo de Seguridad de las Naclones Unidas
eSﬁP"'a que Kosove forma parte de la Replblia de Serbia y reafirma "al
mpromiso de todos los Estados & su soberania y la integridad territorial”,
isto también ha sido mencionado en resoluciones anteriores del Consejo de
uridad. Entre ellas, las resoluciones nimero 1160, 1199, 1203 del afe
98, v |3 resoluion ndmero 1233 del afic 1999.
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4. La declatacion unilateral de independencia de Kosovo es violatoria de la
resolucion 1244 del Consejo de Seguridad, pues no toma en cuenta su
mandato de respetar la Integridad territorial y soberania de la entonces
Replblica Federativa de Yugoslavia y, contradiciendo I8 préctica
intemacional, se hizo sin contar ¢on el acuerdo de la Replblica de Serbla.

5. El reconocimients de Kosovo constituye un acto contrario a las normas del
Derecho Internacional, consagradas en la Resolucion 2625 (OV) de la
Asamblea General de {as Naciones Unidas, ya que atentan contra el
prindpio de no quebrantar o menospreciar la integridad territorial de los
Estados soberanos, situacion que no puede ser reconocida por ningdn
Estado, segln lo ha afirmado la Comisidn de Derecho Internacional de la
Drganizacién de fas Naciones Unidas.

En consecueria, fa Replblica Bolivariana de Venszuela no reconoce
la Independencia de Kosovo por ser violatoria de la soberania v fa integridad
territorial de la Repiblica de Serbia, de la Carta de Naciones Uridas, de la
Resolucion 1244 del Consejo de Seguridad (afio 1999), del Derecho Internacional,
Y por canstituir un atentado contra la paz y la seguridad intemacionales.

La Repihlica Boliveriana de Venezuela confia en que la Corte
Intemacional de Justicia mostrara imparcialidad en este proceso de consulta, lo
cual permitira rescatar la legalidad Internacional e impedir el desarrollo de politicas
separatistes que, impulsadas por grandes potencias, debllitan a los Estados,
imespetando los pringiplos de soberania e integridad territorial.

April 17, 2009.
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