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INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE

YEAR 2014

10 July 2014

OBLIgATIONS CONCERNINg NEgOTIATIONS 
RELATINg TO CESSATION  

OF THE NUCLEAR ARmS RACE  
ANd TO NUCLEAR dISARmAmENT

(mARSHALL ISLANdS v. pAKISTAN)

ORdER

The president of the International Court of Justice,
Having regard to Article 48 of the Statute of the Court and to Articles 44, 

paragraphs 1 and 4, 48 and 79, paragraphs 2 and 3, of the Rules of Court,
Having regard to the Application filed in the Registry of the Court on 

24 April 2014, whereby the Republic of the marshall Islands instituted 
proceedings against the Islamic Republic of pakistan with regard to 
alleged breaches of obligations relating to the cessation of the nuclear 
arms race at an early date and to nuclear disarmament ;

Whereas an original of the Application was communicated to pakistan 
on the day it was filed ;

Whereas, in its Application, the marshall Islands founded the jurisdic-
tion of the Court on the declarations made by the two parties in accor-
dance with Article 36, paragraph 2, of the Statute ;

Whereas, in its Application, the marshall Islands appointed H.E. 
mr. Tony A. deBrum and mr. phon van den Biesen as Co-Agents 
for the purposes of the case ; and whereas pakistan appointed H.E. 
mr. moazzam Ahmad Khan and mr. Ahmer Bilal Soofi as Co-Agents ;

Whereas, by a Note Verbale dated 10 June 2014 and received in the 
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Registry on the same day, the Embassy of pakistan in the Kingdom of 
the Netherlands explained that, “due to some developments in pakistan, 
[it] could not receive the final instructions” with regard to a meeting of 
the representatives of the parties with the president of the Court initially 
scheduled for 11 June 2014, and requested the president to reschedule 
that meeting “to any time in July 2014 or thereafter” ; whereas the presi-
dent rescheduled the said meeting for 9 July 2014 ;

Whereas, by a letter dated 9 July 2014 and received in the Registry on 
the same day, H.E. mr. moazzam Ahmad Khan, Co-Agent of pakistan, 
transmitted to the Court a Note Verbale, also dated 9 July 2014, whereby 
the pakistani government indicated, inter alia, that “pakistan is of 
the considered opinion that the International Court of Justice lacks 
 jurisdiction . . . and considers the [above-mentioned] Application inadmis-
sible”, and requested the Court “to dismiss this Application in limine” ; 
and whereas that communication was immediately transmitted to the 
marshall Islands by the Registrar ;

Whereas, at the meeting held, pursuant to Article 31 of the Rules of 
Court, by the president of the Court with the representatives of the par-
ties, later in the day on 9 July 2014, those representatives expressed the 
views of their respective governments with regard to questions of proce-
dure in the case, in the light, in particular, of the above-mentioned Note 
Verbale dated 9 July 2014 ;

Whereas, pursuant to Article 79, paragraph 2, of the Rules of Court, it is 
considered that, taking into account the views expressed by the parties, it is 
necessary to resolve first of all the questions of the Court’s jurisdiction and 
the admissibility of the Application, and that these questions should accord-
ingly be separately determined before any proceedings on the merits ;  

Whereas it is necessary for the Court to be informed of all the conten-
tions and evidence on facts and law on which the parties rely in the 
 matters of its jurisdiction and the admissibility of the Application ;

Decides that the written pleadings shall first be addressed to the ques-
tions of the jurisdiction of the Court and the admissibility of the Applica-
tion ;

Fixes the following time-limits for the filing of those pleadings :  

12 January 2015 for the memorial of the Republic of the marshall 
Islands ;

17 July 2015 for the Counter-memorial of the Islamic Republic of paki-
stan ; and

Reserves the subsequent procedure for further decision.

done in English and in French, the English text being authoritative, at 
the peace palace, The Hague, this tenth day of July, two thousand and 
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fourteen, in three copies, one of which will be placed in the archives of the 
Court and the others transmitted to the government of the Republic of 
the marshall Islands and the government of the Islamic Republic of pak-
istan, respectively.

 (Signed) peter Tomka,
 president.

 (Signed) philippe Couvreur,
 Registrar.
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