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Print     Close

January 08, 2010

Joint Press Statement on the 3rd Mee�ng of the Malaysia-Singapore Joint Technical Commi�ee on the Implementa�on of the ICJ Judgment on Pedra Branca,
Middle Rocks & South Ledge

JOINT PRESS STATEMENT BY H.E. DATO' SRI ANIFAH AMAN, MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, MALAYSIA AND H.E. GEORGE YEO, MINISTER FOR
FOREIGN AFFAIRS, REPUBLIC OF SINGAPORE

THIRD MEETING OF THE MALAYSIA-SINGAPORE JOINT TECHNICAL COMMITTEE (MSJTC) ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL
COURT OF JUSTICE JUDGMENT ON PEDRA BRANCA, MIDDLE ROCKS AND SOUTH LEDGE

Malaysia and Singapore met on 5 January 2010 in Singapore to further discuss the implementa�on of the Interna�onal Court of Jus�ce (ICJ)
Judgment on Pedra Branca, Middle Rocks and South Ledge. The Malaysian delega�on was led by Tan Sri Rastam Mohd Isa, Secretary General of
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Malaysia, and the Singapore delega�on was led by Mr Peter Ho, Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Singapore.

Both sides reiterated their commitment to honour and abide by the ICJ's judgment and fully implement its decision by con�nuing the discussions
pursuant to the Second MSJTC Mee�ng held in Putrajaya, Malaysia on 20 August 2008.

The MSJTC reviewed the work of the Sub-Commi�ee on Joint Survey Works and agreed that the Sub-Commi�ee should con�nue to hold
discussions in the following weeks to finalise technical prepara�ons rela�ng to the Joint Hydrographic Survey. The Mee�ng also reviewed the
work of the Sub-Commi�ee on Mari�me & Airspace Management and Fisheries.

Both sides were pleased with the progress made by the Joint Technical Commi�ee and agreed that the next mee�ng be held in one to two
months in Malaysia.

. . . . .

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS MALAYSIA
 MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS REPUBLIC OF SINGAPORE 

8 JANUARY 2010
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Annex 49 

Report dated 6 February 2010 by Utusan Malaysia, “Malaysia 
pertahankan kedaulatan Tubir Selatan” (translated into English as: 
“Malaysia defends sovereignty over South Ledge”), and English 

translation provided by Singapore, available at: 
http://www.utusan.com.my/berita/nasional/malaysia-pertahankan-

kedaulatan-tubir-selatan-1.286060 
(last accessed: 4 October 2017) 
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Report by Utusan Malaysia, a Malaysian newspaper, dated 6 February 2010, 

“Malaysia pertahankan kedaulatan Tubir Selatan”, available at: 

http://www.utusan.com.my/berita/nasional/malaysia-pertahankan-kedaulatan-

tubir-selatan-1.286060 

(last accessed: 4 October 2017) 

 

ENGLISH TRANSLATION  

 

.     .     .     .     . 

Malaysia defends sovereignty over South Ledge 

PUTRAJAYA 5 Feb. – Malaysia will defend the sovereignty over South Ledge through 

negotiations and diplomacy with Singapore. Deputy Foreign Minister A. Kohilan Pillay 

said that negotiations are underway with Singapore and are expected to take some time 

before a final decision is reached.  

“Respectively Malaysia and Singapore want to claim their ownership rights over South 

Ledge. 

“South Ledge is a rock that only emerges during low tide, it is situated in the 

overlapping area in the waters of Malaysia and Singapore,” he said when contacted by 

Utusan Malaysia here today.  

The International Court of Justice (ICJ) in The Hague, Netherlands had last year ruled 

Pedra Branca as belonging to Singapore whereas Middle Rocks would belong to 

Malaysia.  

The status of another maritime formation which is South Ledge however has been 

granted to whichever country whose territorial waters the formation lies in.  
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With regard to that, Malaysia and Singapore need to detail the waters between Pedra 

Branca and Middle Rocks as well as South Ledge through the Technical Committee.  

Meanwhile, Kohilan said that Wisma Putra has not received any information on the 

Defence Attache of a foreign embassy who had been spying on national secret 

information.  

“We have yet to receive more information on this matter,” he said when asked whether 

Wisma Putra will send a protest memo to the foreign embassy concerned which had 

been alleged to have been spying on national military information.  

.     .     .     .     . 
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Annex 50 

 

 

Report dated 19 February 2010 by Utusan Malaysia, “Wisma Putra 
jawab isu Tubir Selatan dengan Singapura” (translated into English 
as: “Wisma Putra replies about South Ledge issue with Singapore”), 

and English translation provided by Singapore, available at: 
http://www.utusan.com.my/berita/nasional/wisma-putra-jawab-isu-

tubir-selatan-dengan-singapura-1.302580 
(last accessed: 4 October 2017) 
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Report by Utusan Malaysia, a Malaysian newspaper, dated 19 February 2010, 

“Wisma Putra jawab isu Tubir Selatan dengan Singapura” available at: 

http://www.utusan.com.my/berita/nasional/wisma-putra-jawab-isu-tubir-selatan-

dengan-singapura-1.302580 

(last accessed: 4 October 2017) 

 

ENGLISH TRANSLATION  

 

.     .     .     .     . 

 

Wisma Putra replies about South Ledge issue with Singapore  

PUTRAJAYA 18 Feb. – Malaysia and Singapore need to carry out measuring works 

before determining the sovereignty of South Ledge in south Johor. 

This was confirmed by the Chief Director of Research, Treaty and International Law of 

the Foreign Ministry, Datuk Noor Farida Ariffin in reply to the issue concerning the 

sovereignty of the rocky outcrop which only emerges when the tide is low.   

She informed that even though geographical fact shows that South Ledge is situated in 

the national waters and is nearest to Middle Rocks, nevertheless Kuala Lumpur would 

continue with negotations based on the spirit of neighbourlines and friendship with 

Singapore. 

“Negotiations are needed to prove that Malaysia has sovereignty over South Ledge. 

“This is one of the things that are contained in the Malaysia-Singapore Joint Technical 

Committee’s meeting agenda,” she said in a statement here today. 
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The statement was issued as a reply to a press report by this daily on 5 February 

concerning the issue of ownership of South Ledge. 

On 23 May last year, the International Court of Justice (ICJ) in The Hague, Netherlands 

decided that Pedra Branca belongs to Singapore, while Middle Rocks which is situated 

about 0.5 nautical miles south of Pedra Branca, belongs to Malaysia. 

The status of South Ledge had however been left to the waters of the country where the 

island is situated.      

Noor Farida said that, in the third Technical Committee meeting pertaining to the 

implementation of the ICJ judgment on Pedra Branca, Middle Rocks and South Ledge 

in Singapore on 5 February, both sides had reiterated the agreement and commitment 

to respect and carry out the ICJ’s decision.   

“The government is also concerned about the issue of fishermen’s welfare in the area. 

“In the first Technical Committee meeting, both countries had agreed that the activities 

of traditional fishermen from Malaysia and Singapore are allowed in the areas beyond 

0.5 nautical miles from the Pedra Branca, Middle Rocks and South Ledge waters,” she 

said. 

Noor Farida further said: “Among other things that had been agreed to by the Malaysia 

and Singapore sides are that the two countries have agreed that if there were occurrence 

of any incident in the waters, the ship or boat nearest to the incident needs to provide 

help besides ensuring that there is an open communication line among implementing 

agencies in issues of maritime safety.” 

.     .     .     .     . 
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Annex 51 

 

 

Fifth Sub-Committee Meeting on the Joint Survey Works in and 
around Pedra Branca, Middle Rocks and South Ledge, Kuala 

Lumpur, Malaysia, 23-24 February 2010, Record of Discussion  
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Sixth Meeting of the MSJTC Sub-Committee on Joint Hydrographic 
Survey in and around Pedra Branca, Middle Rocks and South Ledge, 
Johor Bahru, Malaysia, 1 April 2010, Record of Discussion  
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