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Unofficial Translation

Tatmadaw and Local News

10 uni     n Inn Di ,  
T d launch in

Nay Pyi Taw, December 19 

An anonymous person reported that people had been killed and buried in the cemetery 
of Inn Din village, Maungdaw Township, Rakhine state. According to the report, a 
preliminary investigation was launched on December 18 and it had been issued a press 
release that unidentified dead bodies were found.

Today, a team including the Township Judge U Zaw Zaw Than, Police Lieutenant
Aye Min Tun from Inn Din police station, Township Medical Officer (TMO) Dr. Kyaw 
Maung Maung Thein, Assistant TMO Dr. Myat Tun Khaing under the leadership of 
Maungdaw District General Administrator, U Ye Htut, examined and found 10 unidentified 
dead bodies. According to the report, the team is continuing to investigate and identify the 
bodies and reveal the truth of the incident.

Source: Myawady Newspaper, December 20, 2017, p. 14

10 unidentified dead bodies found in Inn Din Village Cemetery, Maungdaw
Township and launch investigations
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In Person

Rakhine Immigration Chief
Discusses Rohingya
Repatriation, Citizenship

By MIN AUNG KHINE 11 January 2018

The government of Myanmar has said that it would in January begin repatriating the

Muslims who ed Rakhine State for Bangladesh following the latest outbreak of

violence in late August. However, there is growing criticism that the repatriation

process lacks transparency and that the government has not consulted with the local

Arakanese community about the plans. Irrawaddy reporter Min Aung Khine recently

spoke to U Aung Min, the head of Rakhine State�s Immigration and Population

Department, about the repatriation process.

Would you explain the repatriation process for Muslim refugees in Bangladesh?

U Aung Min, the head of Rakhine State�s Immigration and Population Department. / Min Aung Khine / The Irrawaddy
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We will accept them back at two centers in Taungpyoletwe and Nga Khu Ya. The

Immigration and Population Department, General Administration Department, police

and Health Department will be involved in the process. As the government has said,

the process will be in line with the 1993 agreement. Repatriation forms will be sent to

Bangladesh through the Foreign Ministry. Then the refugees wishing to come back will

ll in the forms. Then those forms will be sent back to us through the Foreign Ministry.

Then we�ll scrutinize whether or not they have really lived in our country. Then we will

reply that we will accept this and that person. For example, suppose we receive a list of

10,000 people and we can conrm that 9,800 have lived in our country. Then we will

send that list back to Bangladesh. Then we will accept the refugees according to that

list. First we will issue them national verication cards (NVCs), and then electronically

register their IDs.

When will the repatriation process start?

We�ve already prepared forms, NVCs and machines for electronic registration. We can

start at once when the upper level authorities tell us to start.

How many people do you plan to accept per day? How long do you think the

process will take?
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Each center will accept 150 people. We immigration o cials do not know where they

will be resettled and how long it will take. It will be handled by the government leaders.

What progress are you making issuing NVCs?

We have been issuing NVCs since Oct. 12 in the Shwe Za village tract of Maungdaw

Township. So far we�ve issued 1,583 NVCs there, and 64 in the Nga Yan Chaung village

tract in Buthidaung Township. And we issued NVCs to 132 displaced persons in Kyaung

Gyi Lan Ward and 221 others at a camp at the Danyawaddy [sports] grounds in Sittwe,

and 136 at the Taung Baw camp in Myebon. So we�ve issued a total of 2,131 NVCs. It is

fair to say that there is some progress in issuing NVCs. In addition, we issued NVCs to

63 [people] in Aung Mingalar Ward in Sittwe. They have started to understand the

benets of NVCs and become cooperative.

What di culties has the department faced issuing NVCs?
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Most of them want to apply for NVCs. But there are people who disrupt it. That�s why

the process has been hindered. The process is in line with the wishes of people in

Rakhine State, recommendations of the Ko Annan-led Advisory Commission [on

Rakhine State], and the 1982 Citizenship Law of Myanmar.

Why do they disrupt the NVC process?

Some think that they are not qualied�for citizenship. This is then coupled with

disruption by the Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA). They disrupt because they

won�t be able to blend in if others are holding NVCs. If all the people on this side and

the repatriated refugees hold NVCs, immigration o cials, the Myanmar police force

and border police can easily identify illegal immigrants. So ARSA spreads propaganda

and disrupts the NVC process. They also threaten to brutally kill those who accept

NVCs. Last month, a village administrator was killed brutally in Nyaung Bin Gyi village.

He was both shot and knifed. This shows that there is disruption of the NVC process.

Why aren�t Muslims in Sittwe and Pauktaw willing to apply for NVCs?

Those who believe that they are not eligible for citizenship are preventing the others

who are likely to be eligible. Those who don�t have complete documents think that they

will stand out when those with complete documents get NVCs. And they believe that

this will not be good for them. So they are causing disturbances. We have found that

those who have applied for NVCs have come to us secretly. They want to apply for

NVCs but are afraid of those who are causing disturbances.

You said they don�t dare to apply for NVCs because of threats. Can�t security be

provided for them?

They are worried that they will be hated by those without complete documents if they

apply for an NVC. So they don�t apply openly. We are increasing security, but they are
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afraid.

How many village administrators have been killed over the NVC process?

According to our records, 19 administrators have been killed [from October 2016 to

Aug. 24, 2017].

Some Muslims said their grandparents and parents have pink cards and therefore

they don�t need to apply for NVCs. Are they right?

This is wrong. If their grandparents and parents have pink cards, they don�t have to

hold NVCs. If both parents hold pink cards, their children need not hold NVCs, they can

apply for citizenship directly.  But during the citizenship verication process, for

example if they want to go shing and reach international waters, they have to show

their identity cards. In that case, they need to hold an NVC to show who they are.

Holding an NVC will have no impact on the citizenship verication process if both of

their parents are pink-card holders. They have misunderstood this.

What is your response to criticism that citizenship verication is a little bit

complicated in practice?

That is said by those who don�t understand Myanmar�s Citizenship Law. There are two

types of citizens � those who were born as citizen and those who get citizenship

according to the law. Those who were born to parents who were both citizens are

citizens from birth. They may not hold a citizenship ID card, but they are still citizens.

Those who are eligible for citizenship under the 1982 law or the 1948 law may or may

not have applied for their citizenship ID cards, but they are citizens. And their children

are eligible for citizenship. We give the children citizenship ID cards because their

parents are eligible for citizenship whether or not they hold ID cards. If parents are not

eli ible, their children will not et citizenshi  ID cards.eli ible, their children will not et citizenshi  ID cards.g g p
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Topics: Rakhine, Rohingya

Min Aung Khine

The Irrawaddy
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Repatriation of refugees to 
commence next Tuesday
A repatriation plan was signed 
yesterday that will allow the 
return of Muslims who fled to 
Bangladesh to escape conflict 
in Myanmar last year, following 
a meeting of the neighbouring 
countries in Nay Pyi Taw.

Myanmar would receive 
the returnees  who fled Rakh-

ine State five days per week, 
according to the statement re-
leased by Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. 

The first meeting of the 
Joint Working Group on the 
Repatriation of Displaced My-
anmar Residents from Bang-
ladesh was held on Monday at 

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and continued yesterday. 

The Myanmar delegation 
was led by U Myint Thu, Perma-
nent Secretary for the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of Myanmar. 
The Bangladeshi delegation 
was led by Mr. Shahidul Haque, 
Foreign Secretary, Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs of Bangladesh. 
The Physical Arrangement for 
Repatriation of Displaced My-
anmar Residents from Bang-
ladesh under the Return of the 
Displaced Persons from Rakh-
ine State agreement was signed 
by the two sides yesterday.

THE Ministry of Home Affairs 
has warned private security
companies and organisations not 
to wear clothing or carry badges 
used by State security units.

�Action will be taken against 
those who wear similar uniforms 
of State security units under the 
law,� said the statement released 
by the ministry yesterday.

The ministry said it has 
learnt that private security agen-
cies and organisations are using 
the uniforms of the State secu-
rity bureau or similar uniforms.

According to Penal Code 
171, wearing 
garb or car-
rying tokens 
used by public 
servants with 
f r a u d u l e n t 
intent can 
be punished 
with a three-
month jail 
sentence or a fine of Ks20,000.

The statement also quoted 
the Myanmar Official Secrets 
Act that reads: A person guilty 
of an offence for intruding into 
prohibited places, for helping 
others to intrude prohibited 
places or damage State securi-
ty, for wearing uniforms of State 
security bureaus or similar uni-
forms shall be punishable with 
imprisonment for a term which 
may extend to two years, or a 
fine, or both.�GNLM      
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Vice President  
U Myint Swe inspects  
progress of Chindwin Bridge

VICE President U Myint Swe 
yesterday inspected a bridge 
under construction over the 
Chindwin River in Khamti, 
Sagaing Region.

The Vice President arrived 
at the site yesterday afternoon 
along with Sagaing Region 
Chief Minister Dr. Myint Na-
ing, Commander of North-West 
Command Maj-Gen Phone 
Myat, Deputy  Ministers Maj-
Gen Aung Soe and Maj-Gen 
Than Htut.  They arrived in 
Khamti Township from Nan-
yun Town, where they attended 

a New Year Festival in Naga 
Self-Administered Zone.

The Vice President in-
spected the Chindwin Bridge 
which is 92 per cent complete. 

The bridge situated on 
Khamti-Hsintey-Lahe Road is 
449.5 metres long, 8.5 metres 
wide and is flanked by one-me-
ter wide pedestrian walkways.

After the inspection tour 
of the bridge, U Myint Swe and 
party returned to Nay Pyi Taw 
by a  Tatmadaw Air Force spe-
cial plane � Myanmar News 
Agency 

Myanma Foreign Trade Bank (MFTB) 
expands financial services

THE Myanma Foreign Trade 
Bank (NFTB) provides inter-
national banking services for 
the State as well as for the pri-
vate sector, co-operatives and, 
joint ventures in Myanmar.

Besides international 
banking services, the MFTB 
offers additional monetary ser-
vices for Myanmar currency 
banking sectors.

The MFTB conducts do-
mestic and external trade, pro-
moting the role of the private 

sector and promoting foreign 
investments. 

The MFTB is doing busi-
ness in accordance with the 
Financial Institutions of My-
anmar Law to conduct Inter-
national banking and financial 
services, to provide external 
trade and non-trade foreign 
exchange operations in har-
mony with the market-oriented 
economy.

The MFTB contributes an-
nual income tax to the state as 

follows; In the 2014-2015 fiscal 
year, Ks5.42 billion together 
with Ks8.38 billion as a contri-
bution to the state. In the 2015-
2016 fiscal year Ks9.89 billion 
together with Ks18.54 billion as 
a contribution to the state. In 
the 2016-2017 fiscal year, Ks5.92 
billion together with Ks9.48 bil-
lion as a contribution to the 
state, for a total over three of 
Ks57.65 billion, according to 
the MFTB. � Myanmar News 
Agency 

Trade volume at 
Maungtaw Trade Zone 
exceeds target

BORDER trade in Maungtaw, 
Rakhine State, exceeded the tar-
get of the 2017-2018 FY, reaching 
more than US$9 million up to 14 
January, according to an official 
of the trade zone.

The trade zone set the tar-
get of US$6 million, with US$5 
million from exports and US$1 
million from imports in this cur-
rent fiscal year, which started on 
1 April and ended on 31 March.

�We did not have high expec-
tations for the trade volume due 
to the situation here,� said U Cho 
Htwe, In-charge of Maungtaw 
Trade Zone.

So far, the trade zone has 
seen more than US$5 million 
from exports of agricultural 
products, more than US$3 million 
from fishery products, more than 

US$500,000 from forest products 
and more than US$400,000 from 
industrial products, according to 
trade zone statistics.

Myanmar�s main exports 
to Bangladesh are rice, ginger, 
silk, cotton, onions, fish, prawns, 
dried fish, bamboo, sugar cane 
and industrial goods.

Imports arriving through 
the Maungtaw Border Trade 
Zone from Bangladesh have 
ceased since the terrorist at-
tacks of October 2016.

The trade zones between 
Myanmar and Bangladesh most-
ly rely on the swell and ebb of the 
river, and the Kanyin Chaung 
trade zone is being developed 
to pave the way for larger cargo 
vessels, according to officials.�
Aung Ye Thwin, Ko Min 

According to the Physi-
cal Arrangement agreement, 
Myanmar will receive veri-
fied returnees at Taung Pyo 
Letwe reception centre for 
those who will be dispatched 
by land routes, and Nga Khu 
Ya reception centre for those 
who will be sent back by river 
routes. 

Myanmar side will also 
use Hla Pho Kaung as tran-
sit camp for the returnees. 
Bangladesh will establish 
five transit camps. Myanmar 
will receive the returnees five 
days per week. Bangladesh will 
provide, in advance, the list of 
prospective returnees and 
duly filled verification forms 
to Myanmar side for smooth 
verification process, according 
to the agreement.

At the end of the meeting, 
Myanmar provided to Bang-
ladesh  detailed lists of 508 
persons of Hindu faith and 750 
persons of Muslim faith who 

have been verified as Myanmar 
residents and suggested the 
latter to include them in the 
first batch of repatriation.

Both sides agreed that the 
repatriation process will com-
mence on 23 January.

The meeting also deliber-

ated on the current activities 
of ARSA terrorists. Myanmar 
had already provided a list of 
over 1,000 ARSA terrorists to 
Bangladesh at the BGP-BGB 
Central Meeting held in Nay 
Pyi Taw on 14 November 2017. 

During the JWG meeting, 
Myanmar handed over the list 
to the Bangladesh delegation 
and requested that they be 
extradited in compliance with 
the Agreement on Border Ar-
rangement and Cooperation 
(Border Ground Rules) signed 
in 1980. Myanmar also spoke 
of preventive measures to be 
taken in anticipation of possi-
ble attacks by ARSA terrorists 
during the course of the repa-
triation process. The crisis in 
Rakhine State erupted after 
Islamic terrorist attacks on 
security posts on 25 August. 
� GNLM 

Repatriation of refugees to commence�
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Burma

Camps Ready But
Bangladesh Delays
Repatriation of Refugees

By HTET NAING ZAW 22 January 2018

NAYPYITAW � Although Myanmar is ready to start repatriating Muslim refugees as of

Wednesday, the Bangladeshi government has yet to complete a list of the refugees

who will return as agreed under a bilateral agreement.

Abul Kalam, Bangladesh�s refugee relief and rehabilitation commissioner, said on

Monday that the return would have to be delayed. He did not immediately give a new

date for the repatriations to begin.

Bangladeshi o cials register Mus im refugees at Kutupalong Refugee Camp in Bangladesh. / Reuters
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�There are many things remaining,� he told Reuters by phone. �The list of people to be

sent back is yet to be prepared, their veri cation and setting up of transit camps is

remaining.�

In late November, the two countries signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU)

and agreed to form a joint working committees within three weeks to work on

repatriating the more than 620,000 Rohingya who ed to Bangladesh after a military

crackdown triggered by Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army attacks on security posts in

northern Rakhine State in late August.

Tents, buses, food and water supply and food have been prepared for the refugees at

repatriation camps in Taungpyoletwe and Nga Khu Ya in Maungdaw, said Social

Welfare, Relief and Resettlement Minister Dr. Win Myat Aye.

�According to the agreement, repatriation is set to begin on Jan. 23. So, we have made

preparations. If we get the list, we can start tomorrow. But we have not yet received it,�

the minister told reporters at parliament on Monday.
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By the second week of January, the Myanmar government had veri ed over 1,200 

refugees�750 Muslims and more than 500 Hindus�as refugees entitled to return. 

Under the MoU, the Bangladeshi govrnment was to ask them if they were willing to 

return, and send the list of returnees prior to the repatriation.

According to the state-run Global New Light of Myanmar, returnees will be

accommodated at a camp in Hla Po Khaung in northern Rakhine State, while their

houses burned in clashes are rebuilt.

The decision from Bangladesh to delay the start of repatriation comes as tensions have

risen in the camps holding the refugees, some of whom are opposing their transfer

back to Myanmar because of lack of security guarantees.

In Naypyitaw, Lower House lawmaker U Aung Thaung Shwe of Buthidaung Township

said the returnees would not be welcomed back in Rakhine State.
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�We have not been informed by the government about what it is doing in the

repatriation process. The Arakanese community doesn�t want them back as they

believe that problems will are again if they come back,� he said.

At the Palongkhali refugee camp, near the Naf River that marks the border between the

two countries, a group of Rohingya leaders gathered early on Monday morning with a

loudspeaker and a banner listing a set of demands for their return to Myanmar, Reuters

reported.

These include security guarantees, the granting of citizenship and the group�s

recognition in Myanmar�s list of ethnic minorities. The Rohingya are also asking that

homes, mosques and schools that were burned down or damaged in the military

operation be rebuilt.

Bangladesh army o cials arrived at the protest and dispersed the crowd of 300.

Witnesses said they saw the army take away one of the Rohingya leaders who was

holding a banner.

Dr. Win Myat Aye, who is also vice-chairman of Union Enterprise for Humanitarian

Assistance, Resettlement and Development in Rakhine (UEHRD), and Rakhine State

Chief Minister U Nyi Pu inspected accommodations for returnees at repatriation centers

on Jan. 15.

Additional reporting by Reuters.

Topics: Refugees

Htet Naing Zaw

The Irrawaddy

Htet Naing Zaw is Senior Reporter

at the Burmese edition of The

Irrawaddy.
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Union Minister Dr. Win Myat Aye meets 
IDPs in Bangladesh
UNION Minister for Social Wel-
fare, Relief and Resettlement Dr. 
Win Myat Aye led a delegation 
to Bangladesh to visit the Ukhia 
IDP camp in Cox�s Bazar, Chit-
tagong, and met with the district 
commissioner.

Dr. Win Myat Aye and his 
delegation were accompanied 
by Myanmar Ambassador to 
Bangladesh U Lwin Oo when 
they arrived in Ukhia IDP camp�s 
guest hall to meet with the district 
commissioner and UN represent-
atives. They were briefed on the 
resettlement, food supply, and 
healthcare provided in the camp. 
The Union Minister and UEHRD 
Chief Coordinator Prof. Dr. Aung 
Tun Thet explained the reason for 

their visit and noted that they are 
ready for the repatriation process 
of IDPs.

Afterwards, the Union Min-
ister met with IDPs in the camp 
and explained to them about the 
development process in Rakh-
ine, based on suggestions by the 
Rakhine Advisory Commission, 
the readiness for the repatriation 
process from Myanmar�s side, 
the humanitarian aid provided 
in Rakhine, the UEHRD�s reset-
tlement project, the registration 
for national verification cards and 
its benefits, the freedom to trav-
el, housing projects, vocational 
training, easy access to education 
and healthcare, and the ongoing 
process of closing IDP camps 

that were established in 2012. 
The Union Minister also 

explained to the IDPs that they 
were here to provide assistance 
to IDPs who wish to return to 
Myanmar before the rainy season 
sets in, and to help with any prob-
lems they may be facing in the 
host country. He also told them 
they are ready for the repatriation 
process to begin.

This was followed by the Un-
ion Minister, Dr. Aung Tun Thet, 
Myanmar Women�s Affair Feder-
ation Chairperson Dr. Thet Thet 
Zin and officials meeting individu-
ally with the IDPs and discussing 
various matters. The Myanmar 
delegation then toured the camp 
on motor vehicles.�Thura Zaw 

PYITHU Hluttaw Speaker U 
T Khun Myat received Indian 
Ambassador to Myanmar Mr. 
Vikram Misri at the Hluttaw 
building of the Pyithu Hluttaw 
in Nay Pyi Taw, yesterday af-
ternoon.

During the meeting, they 
discussed the  cooperation be-

tween Myanmar and India, and 
the legislative operations of the 
Hluttaw. 

Also present at the meet-
ing were Deputy Speaker 
U Tun Aung alias U Tun Tun 
Hein and other officials from 
the Pyithu Hluttaw. �Myanmar 
News Agency 

May Thet Hnin
THE Myanma Timber Enter-
prise (MTE) is planning to devel-
op Elephant Conservation-Based 
Tourism (ECBT) in time for the 
September tourist season in co-
operation with the tour agencies. 

Officials from the MTE dis-
cussed ECBT with officials from 
the tourism industry at the Re-
public of the Union of Myanmar 
Travel Association office and the 
Republic of the Union of Myan-
mar Federation of Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry in Yan-
gon on 9 April.

The enterprise has so far 
opened 18 elephant camps across 
the country, with some 205 ele-
phants. The MTE has explained 
the operation for the local and 

foreign visitors. The entrepre-
neurs also shared their opinion 
on MTE�s explanation.

�In 2016-2017, MTE suspend-
ed its logging operations for one 
year. Therefore, we have imple-
mented ECBT for the conserva-
tion of more than 3,000 elephants 
and elephant mahout job opportu-
nities�, said an official from MTE. 

Local and foreign tourists 
can feed, ride and wash the el-
ephants. The visitors can also 
observe the elephant dancing at 
the camps. The visitors can also 
observe other significant places 
and other plantations which are 
very close to the elephant camp 
area.  The elephant camps are 
also equipped with children�s 
playgrounds and restaurants. 

To attract the tourists, an 
elephant museum has been con-
structed inside some elephant 
camps. Some camps have also 
planted gardens to enhance the 
green environment. The MTE is 
planning to construct more plac-
es for the visitors to take a rest. 

�There are thousands of 
tourists who visit the elephant 
camps in foreign countries every 
month. Therefore, we would 
like to suggest that we should 
build some small tents for the 
tourists to stay in and sell tradi-
tional foods. We also suggested 
to change the price. We have to 
make more decoration in this 
rainy season to attract more tour-
ists�, said U Min Thein, deputy 
chairman of the Republic of the 

Union of Myanmar Travel Asso-
ciation. The entrepreneurs have 
proposed reducing entrance and 
riding fees for elephant camps. 

�We will make a decision at 
the regular meeting of the enter-
prises�, said U Moe Myint, Dep-
uty General Manager of MTE.

�The admission fee for for-
eigner is Ks20,000 and the fee for 
riding an elephant for foreigners 
is Ks20,000. Therefore, nobody 
will ride the elephant. So, the en-
trance fees need to be changed 
for foreigners,� said an entrepre-
neur who attended the meeting.

ECBT is conducted with 
the aim to implement elephant 
conservation and ecotourism at 
the same time, to create job op-
portunities for local people and 

mahouts, and to earn the country 
income from the tourism indus-
try. In 2016-2017 fiscal year, more 
than Ks120 million was earned 
from elephant camps. In 2017-
2018, the income has increased 
to more than Ks300 million.

Thirteen elephant camps 
out of 18 have been opened in 
the time of the new government. 
The MTE has also planned to 
open more elephant camps other 
states and regions.  There are 
more than 6,578 elephants in My-
anmar, including 3,078 of MTE�s 
elephants, 2,000 privately owned 
elephants and over 1,500 wild el-
ephants. The MTE is conducting 
the elephant conservation effort 
in cooperation with international 
organisations. 

Development of elephant conservation-based tourism 

Pyithu Hluttaw Speaker
U T Khun Myat receives Indian 
Ambassador to Myanmar
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Bangladesh, Myanmar can boost cooperation on Rohingya repatriation: UN
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  Home Bangladesh Foreign Affairs

Bangladesh, Myanmar can boost cooperation on Rohingya

repatriation: UN

UN chief�s envoy on Myanmar to visit Dhaka in Feb

UNB NEWS PUBLISH- JANUARY 31, 2019, 10:26 PM UNB NEWS
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Bangladesh, Myanmar can boost cooperation on Rohingya repatriation: UN

Christine Schraner Burgener, Special Envoy of the UN Secretary-General on Myanmar. File photo

Dhaka, Jan 31 (UNB) - Christine Schraner Burgener, Special Envoy of the UN Secretary-General on Myanmar, has hoped

that Myanmar and Bangladesh can further strengthen their cooperation on the issue of Rohingya repatriation, and intends

to travel to Dhaka in February.
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She will also return to New York in February for internal consultations.

Her travel plans were established in December, and had not included Northern Rakhine state, as she had

chosen to focus on restrictions on freedom of movement and spend substantive time with the people

affected by this in and around Sittwe in a first instance.

�Dialogue will make Myanmar stronger,� the Special Envoy told leaders of the Arakan National Party during

her visit to Rakhine, according to United Nations Information Centre, Yangon. 

The Special Envoy encouraged them and ministers to publicly stand against discrimination and hate

speech, and to embrace Myanmar�s diversity as an asset rather than a weakness. 

She welcomed the stated willingness of the Rakhine leaders to accept the refugees� return. 

In light of recent assurances that the new NVC cards will no longer contain mentions of religion or ethnicity,

she also encouraged the internally displaced people she met to consider applying for registration, so that

they can move around within the country. 

Christine Burgener was satisfied to hear the Rakhine State Minister explain in her presence to the internally

displaced persons that the �NVC cards are not for foreigners, but for people residing in Myanmar. It is a

first step towards citizenship. It applies to the whole country, even in the eastern part close to the

Myanmar-Thai border, not just to Rakhine,� the Minister said. 

She welcomed the recent creation of a Committee of the Pyithu Hluttaw to receive complaints related to
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on-going citizenship applications as an important step towards transparency in the process.

The Special Envoy visited Myanmar from January 18 to 29.

During that time, she oversaw the installation of her new office in Nay Pyi Taw, where she also met with

Union-level ministers and with the Chairperson of the Independent Commission of Enquiry. 

She travelled to Sittwe, where she engaged with relevant government ministers at the state level, as well

as with humanitarian agencies, political parties, civil society and displacement affected communities. 

Christine Burgener also met the United Nations agencies, international non-governmental organisations

and with the diplomatic community in Yangon.

Her visit to Sittwe focused on the obstacles and potential solutions for freedom of movement, which is

restricted for many people in Rakhine state for different reasons.

�Freedom of movement is key for all people and their access to livelihoods. Without freedom of movement,

children cannot go to local schools, and people still cannot access hospitals,� she said. �It is important to

rebuild trust.�
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The Special Envoy welcomed efforts by the Union Government to draft a national strategy on �Closure of

IDP Camps � Rebuilding Lives of IDPs in Safety and Dignity without Dependency� aimed at addressing

and ending forced displacement that so many people all over Myanmar face. 

She encouraged the Ministry of Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement to implement the strategy through

concrete action plans as soon as possible, while adhering to international principles and standards and

offering her assistance.

Christine Burgener lauded the drafting of an information sheet for the refugees in Cox�s Bazar that would

help explain the process for their potential repatriation to Rakhine State, once the conditions there had

become conducive for voluntary, safe, dignified and sustainable returns. 

She promised to request the Government of Bangladesh to help with its distribution during her next visit to

Dhaka.

The Special Envoy understood that the current security situation in Northern Rakhine State made

humanitarian access and the return of refugees to affected areas more difficult. 

She nevertheless underlined the importance of allowing humanitarian organisations, international and local,

to assist the civilian population in that area, and encouraged all sides to cease hostilities as soon as

possible.

While expressing her condolences for the loss of life and displacement caused by the Arakan Army (AA)

recent attacks by AA and the response by the Tatmadaw, the Special Envoy welcomed efforts by the

parties to engage advocated for an inclusive negotiation process through dialogue.

When meeting representatives of the Tatmadaw, she welcomed the unilateral ceasefire declaration

announced by the Commander in Chief on 21 December 2018, and urged them to reach out to all the

ethnic armed organisations to invite them to dialogue. 

She acknowledged that it was difficult to talk while fighting was on-going. Despite ongoing security
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challenges, the Special Envoy invited the army leaders to keep the door open for negotiations.

�Now it is even more important to talk,� she urged. In that context, she also welcomed the recent transfer of

the General Administration Department to the Union Ministry of Government as a potential first step

towards decentralisation and federalism, two key points in the peace process.
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Pilot project of Rohingya
re� early date, hopes Shahriar  

Dhaka-Tokyo relations to reach
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In Rohingya camps, a political awakening
faces a backlash

By Simon Lewis, Poppy McPherson, Ruma Paul 1 0  M I N  R E A D

KUTUPALONG REFUGEE CAMP, Bangladesh (Reuters) - It was after Mohib

Ullah scored his first political victories that the death threats began in earnest  On a

recent morning, the Rohingya refugee leaned back on a plastic chair in the

Bangladesh camp where he lives, and translated the latest warning, sent over the

WhatsApp messaging app

�Mohib Ullah is a virus of the community,� he read aloud, with a wry chuckle  �Kill

him wherever he is found �

The 44-year-old leads the largest of several community groups to emerge since more

than 730,000 Rohingya Muslims fled Myanmar after a military crackdown in August

2017

In the refugee camps in Bangladesh�s Cox�s Bazar district a nascent civil society is

emerging among the Rohingya, who spent decades under apartheid-like restrictions in

Myanmar

Some campaigners are seeking justice for alleged atrocities in Myanmar, a small

cadre of women are raising their voices for the first time, and others are simply

working to improve life in the new city of tarpaulins and bamboo that, after the latest

influx, is home to more than 900,000 people

Mohib Ullah, a leader of Arakan Rohingya Society for Peace and Human Rights, talks on the phone in Kutupalong

camp in Cox's Bazar, Bangladesh April 7, 2019. REUTERS/Mohammad Ponir Hossain

A D V E R T I S E

World Business Markets Breakingviews Video More
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Mohib Ullah himself was invited to Geneva last month, where he told the United

Nations Human Rights Council the Rohingya want a say over their own future

But the political awakening has been accompanied by a surge in violence, with

militants and religious conservatives also vying for power, more than a dozen

refugees told Reuters  They described increasing fear in the camps, where armed men

have stormed shelters at night, kidnapped critics and warned women against breaking

conservative Islamic norms

The Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army, or ARSA, which sparked the 2017 crisis with

attacks on security posts, is resurgent in the camps, refugees say, alongside several

other armed groups  The group is also known as Harakah al-Yaqin - the movement of

faith

�In the daytime, the al-Yaqin guys become normal people,� said one young woman,

who like other refugees requested anonymity to speak about the group without fear of

reprisals  �They mix with everyone else  But at night it�s like they have a kind of

magical power �

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

DIALOGUE, AND THREATS

Reuters conducted dozens of interviews with UN staff, diplomats, Bangladeshi

officials and researchers about the forces competing for influence in the world�s

largest refugee settlement

While some are hopeful the stateless Rohingya are beginning to find a political voice,

there are also fears that a turn to violence threatens to make solving the refugee crisis

through dialogue impossible and could bring more instability

�Refugee camps in many parts of the world are becoming recruitment grounds for

terrorists,� said Mozammel Haque, the head of Bangladesh�s cabinet committee on

law and order  �God forbid, if something like that happens, this will not only affect

Bangladesh but the whole region �

Myanmar government spokesman Zaw Htay did not answer calls seeking comment

Zaw Htay said during a press conference in January that Myanmar had complained to

Bangladesh over what he said were ARSA bases inside Bangladesh

The frontline in the struggle for the Rohingyas� future are the bamboo huts where

refugees take shelter from the heat and dust of the camp to voice their views  In the

makeshift office of his group, the Arakan Rohingya Society for Peace and Human

Rights, or ARSPH, Mohib Ullah convenes an open meeting each morning

�We couldn�t gather more than five people in Myanmar, so when we have this kind

of huge gathering it makes us very happy,� said 57-year-old Abdul Fayez, one of

several dozen refugees gathered cross-legged on the floor at a recent meeting

ARSPH made its name documenting alleged atrocities the Rohingya suffered in

Myanmar  Mohib Ullah went from hut to hut to build a tally of killings, rape and
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arson that has been shared with international investigators  [nL4N1V846E]

Last year it won a victory with a campaign for the refugees to have more say in the

process of issuing identity cards, calling a general strike in the camps in November

that forced Bangladeshi officials and UN staff to meet ARSPH leaders

It now says its main goal is to give the Rohingya a voice in international talks on their

future

But not everyone agrees with ARSPH�s approach

Hardliners in the camps argue for a more assertive

stance in talks on the terms under which the

refugees might return to Myanmar

�We are flexible, we want to negotiate,� said a

senior leader of ARSPH, who requested anonymity

�But we fear we may be harmed because of this �

ARSA was among Mohib Ullah and ARSPH�s

antagonists, the leader said

Mohib Ullah was involved in local politics back in Myanmar, drawing accusations

from opponents that he worked too closely with the hated government  �If I die, I�m

fine  I will give my life,� Mohib Ullah told Reuters

NIGHT TERRORS

Bangladesh security forces patrol the perimeter of the camps to stop refugees slipping

out  But, especially at night, the warren-like interior is run by violent men, refugees

told Reuters

In at least some parts of the camps, those men claim affiliation to ARSA, said more

than half a dozen refugees  UN officials and NGO workers monitoring the group�s

activities say it is unclear how many of those men are under orders from the group�s

leadership  But some of them have asked wealthier refugees and shopkeepers to pay

regular taxes, saying the money will be used to fight back in Myanmar, refugees said

One refugee, who volunteers as an aid worker in the camps, told Reuters he had

witnessed a kidnapping in January by men he believed to be from ARSA

Men with wooden sticks moved swiftly into an area of the camps known as Jamtoli

and took away a man who refused to attend one of the group�s meetings, he said

�They just carried him off like a goat to the slaughter �

Reuters was unable to corroborate the incident or find out what happened to the man,

but five refugees from the same area said men they knew had been involved in ARSA

attacks inside Myanmar were now involved in kidnappings in Jamtoli

Reuters was unable to reach ARSA for comment

Researchers for Fortify Rights have also gathered testimony that ARSA had abducted

at least five Rohingya refugees in recent months, the campaign group said on March

14

A posting from a Twitter account previously used by the group called the Fortify

Rights report �shallow, shoddy, and not aptly verified� and denied allegations that

ARSA was involved in criminal activity

Police have recorded an escalation in violence in the camps in recent months, said

Iqbal Hossain, additional superintendent of police in Cox�s Bazar

�So far we have not found any link to any militant groups,� said Hossain, adding

there were just 992 officers policing the camps
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In response to Reuters� questions about reports of ARSA involvement in the violence,

the UN refugee agency cited police reports that found most violence and threats in

the camps were carried out by �criminal elements or related to personal vendettas�

Two UN officials and several researchers working regularly in the camps told

Reuters ARSA was behind at least some of the violence, however, citing sources

among the refugees

�YOU DIDN�T LISTEN�

ARSA launched three attacks across the border in Myanmar early this year, according

to state media there, and in February vowed to continues its armed campaign

ARSA propaganda portrays the group as ethnic freedom fighters and does not

emphasize a religious agenda  But some refugees and a report by an international

NGO seen by Reuters say its members, together with Islamic leaders, have promoted

ultra-conservative religious practices

Four women told Reuters they had received threats for going out to work for aid

groups in the camps, where many have begun doing paid work for the first time in

their lives

Three said men from ARSA, backed up by religious leaders, issued the threats

Fortify Rights also said it had gathered testimony linking ARSA to the threats against

women working  ARSA on Twitter denied that, insisting it �has no

activities/objectives except for defending Rohingyas� legitimate rights�

UN officials and aid workers discussed the threats at a series of meetings of the

�protection sector working group� in Cox�s Bazar, according to minutes

�There is a complex combination of factors that have contributed to the threats and

restrictions on women in refugee camps, which we are all seeking to address,� the

UN refugee agency said

Mohammed Kamruzzaman, an education sector specialist at Bangladeshi aid group

BRAC, told Reuters that 150 of its female teachers had stopped coming to work in

late January after receiving or hearing about the �violent threats�

One woman in her late 30s told Reuters she had received a phone call in late January

telling her she must immediately quit her job at BRAC  Two nights later a group of

about 10 men, dressed in black and wearing masks barged into her shelter

�They said, �We told you not to go out and work, you didn�t listen�,� she said  �One

of them beat me with a stick on my back �

Another young woman, who was also threatened, summed up the divide in the

camps

�We are just doing something good for our community,� she said  �Some people

support them, but many feel like us  They put superglue over our mouths �

Reporting by Simon Lewis, Poppy McPherson and Ruma Paul; Editing by Alex Richardson

Our Standards  The Thomson Reuters Trust Principles.
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Rohingyas discouraged to return despite Bangladesh,
Myanmar�s readiness: FM
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Dhaka, Aug 20 (UNB)  Foreign Minister Dr AK Abdu  Momen on uesday said both Bang adesh and Myanmar are

fu y ready� to resume the repatriation of Rohingyas to their home and but some Rohingya eaders and NGOs

are reported y discouraging them to return.

�We�ve heard some Rohingya leaders emerged there. They don�t want the return of any Rohingya

(to their homeland). They�re trying to stop returnees. Some INGOs and NGOs are instigating them

(Rohingyas),� he told a small group of reporters at his office in the afternoon.

He said Bangladesh wants to see Rohingyas� return to Rakhine State as soon as possible. The two

countries are trying to resume the repatriation in a small scale from Thursday.

�We want the safe and secure return of the Rohingya and free mobility in their own region.

Myanmar has agreed on that,� Dr Momen said adding that many Rohingyas are willing to go back.

The Foreign Minister mentioned that Rohingyas are looking for mainly citizenship and they, as per

their demand, will not go until the citizenship is given.

�Myanmar is saying it�s a process,� Dr Momen said adding that Rohingyas will get cards after their

return and then they have a process of getting citizenship.

On July 29, Bangladesh handed a fresh list of 25,000 Rohingyas from around 6,000 families to

Myanmar for verification before their repatriation to Rakhine State.
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With the latest list, Bangladesh has so far handed the names of around 55,000 Rohingyas to the

Myanmar authorities and around 8,000 of them have been verified.

Dr Momen said Myanmar only cleared 3,450 Rohingyas for beginning repatriation. �We want them

to go back as soon as possible.�

He said peace in the region will be hampered if their stay becomes longer in Bangladesh. Peace in

the region depends on peaceful resolution of Rohingya problem, Dr Momen added.

Responding to a question, Dr Momen said China is very much involved in it and is helping

Bangladesh convince Myanmar to take back their nationals.

Earlier in the day, he discussed the Rohingya repatriation issue with visiting Indian External Affairs

Minister Dr S Jaishankar at a bilateral meeting.

On Rohingya issue, Jaishankar said they agreed that the �safe, speedy and sustainable� return of

Rohingyas to their place of origin in Rakhine is in the national interest of the three countries --

Bangladesh, Myanmar and India.

�We reaffirmed our readiness to provide more assistance for the displaced persons in Bangladesh

and to improve socioeconomic condition in Rakhine State,� he said.

The Indian minister appreciated the humanitarian gesture of Bangladesh in supporting a large

number of displaced people from Rakhine and assured India�s continued support for their safe,

speedy and sustainable return to Myanmar.

Bangladesh is now hosting over 1.1 million Rohingyas and most of them entered the country since

August 25, 2017. Bangladesh and Myanmar signed the repatriation deal on November 23, 2017.

On January 16, 2018 Bangladesh and Myanmar inked a document on �Physical Arrangement�,

which was supposed to facilitate the return of Rohingyas to their homeland.

The �Physical Arrangement� stipulates that the repatriation will be completed preferably within two

years from the start.

The first batch of Rohingyas was scheduled to return on November 15 last year but it was halted

amid unwillingness of Rohingyas to go back for lack of a congenial environment in Rakhine.

ROHINGYA (HTTPS://UNB.COM.BD/NEWS/TAG/55)

RELATED ARTICLES
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Published

Friday, August 23, 2019

No one will return back until demands are met: Refugees

Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh told UNHCR they would not go back to Burma until their

demands were met, when officials distributed leaflets about repatriation door-to-door in Camps

26 and 27 near Teknaf, Cox�s Bazar, on August 21, 2019.

A Rohingya woman with her baby standing outside the office of camp-in-charge of camp no 26

shalbon, teknaf after appearing for an interview with UNHCR and RRRC

Donate En
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The UN Refugee Agency has been interviewing the 3,450 Rohingyas cleared for return by the

Burmese government since August 20. The engagement, officially called an intention survey, is

a key part of the voluntary return of the refugees.

The survey conducted by the UNHCR began at 9:00 am at Camp 26 (Shalbagan). Bangladesh

Refugee Relief and Repatriation Commission (RRRC) officials were also present during the

sessions. Workers from both the organizations, however, refused to say the number of

Rohingyas who appeared for the survey, which continued till 5:00 pm.

�Interviews of the Rohingyas will continue. After completing the interviews of all 1,037 enlisted

Rohingya families at Shalbagan camp, we will be able to confirm if they are willing to go back,�

said Mohamed Abul Kalam, RRRC Commissioner.

But the attempt at

repatriation failed

to kick off when

no Rohingya

turned up today

(August 22, 2019)

for repatriation

from Bangladesh

to Burma.

Mohamed Abul

Kalam announced
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this at a press briefing held at Shalbagan at 4 pm today. An official from the Burmese Embassy

and two officials from the Chinese Embassy were also present at the briefing.

Commissioner of Refugee Relief and Repatriation Commission (RRRC) Mohammad Abul Kalam

along with other officials during a press briefing held at Shalbagan in Teknaf, Cox�s Bazar

Even after authorities told the Rohingyas that Burma was ready to accept them as its nationals,

many of the refugees interviewed on Wednesday said they would not go back to their homeland

until the government guaranteed meeting their five demands, including citizenship.

The Rohingyas� demands are: to hold accountable those who killed and tortured the Rohingyas

and drove them out of their land; to ensure citizenship and security of the Rohingyas in Burma;

to give back their land and property; and to protect all fundamental rights of the Rohingyas in

Myanmar�s Rakhine State.

Rohingya at the Nayapara refugee camp in Cox�s Bazar hold a list of their repatriation demands

Badlul Islam, a Rohingya camp leader, said the leaflet mainly focused on providing national

verification cards (NVC). �But the Rohingyas are still scared due to the bitter past when they

were driven away in the name of being provided the NVC,� said Islam.

Mohammed Riaz, one of the session attendees, said the UNHCR officials told him nothing new,

adding that he would not return to Burma if their demands were not met.

Rashid Amin, who also attended the session, told the reporters that the whole exercise was

�nothing but an eyewash.� He said discussion of their voluntary return should have been carried

out with Burmese officials.

Detailing the content of the leaflets, Noor Bashar, a resident of the camp, said they said they

would have to get the NVC first upon their return to Burma.
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After that, they would be kept in Ngakhura camp in Maungdaw, from where they would be

shifted to another camp in the country for six months.

Another leader,

Nosima, from

Camp 26, said

Rohingya women

had been raped

and killed. �We

need security.

Without security

we will never go

back.�

�We need a real

guarantee of citizenship, security and promise of returning to our original ancestral lands. We

must talk to the Burmese government about this before repatriation,� said Md Islam from Camp

27.

Overview of the Refugee camp

Sources said many listed Rohingya families have also been moving around camps to avoid

being called for the interviews. They have apparently been staying with their relatives for days,

hiding away from the authorities.

Similarly, in Camp 26, Rohingya refugees had run away when Bangladesh and UN officials

came to the camp early in the morning today, said a refugee from the camp.

Meanwhile, Bangladesh Foreign Minister AK Abdul Momen said both Bangladesh and Myanmar
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were ready to resume the repatriation of Rohingyas to their homeland, but some Rohingya

leaders and NGOs were discouraging the refugees from returning, reported United News of

Bangladesh on August 21, 2019.

�We�ve heard some Rohingya leaders have emerged there. They don�t want the return of any

Rohingya [to their homeland]. They�re trying to stop the returnees. Some INGOs [international

non-governmental organizations] and NGOs are instigating them [Rohingyas],� Foreign Minister

Abdul Momen told a small group of reporters at his office in the afternoon.

�The international community keep saying that there must be safe, voluntary and dignified

return, but are doing nothing to pressure Aung San Suu Kyi to make that a reality,� said Tun

Khin, President of Burmese Rohingya Organisation UK. �Safe voluntary and dignified return

means full citizenship, an end to discrimination, and justice and accountability, such as referring

Burma to the International Criminal Court.�

The Myanmar and Bangladesh governments should suspend plans to repatriate Rohingya

refugees until returns are safe, voluntary, and dignified, according to a Human Rights Watch

press release dated August 21, 2019.

Today, conditions for return are even worse. Fighting with the Arakan Army continues to

escalate in Rakhine State. Nor has there been a sign that Burma accepts its accountability for

mass atrocities. UN agencies have not been granted access to Northern Rakhine State, where

displaced communities struggle to survive in the forests without access to medical or food

programs.

The most important condition of all, the restoration of citizenship, has not been met. This is not a

repatriation plan; this is a death sentence, according to Burma Task Force, USA.

Empty seats of a bus parked in Cox�s Bazar for repatriation of Rohingya refugees from
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Bangladesh to Burma

Bangladesh authorities have set up two transit camps � one on the banks of the Naf river near

Keruntali of Nayapara in Teknaf and the other near the Ghumdhum border area of

Naikkhangchhari in Bandarban.

Under immense international pressure, Burma had signed an agreement with Bangladesh in

January 2018 to take back the Rohingyas.
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HUMAN RIGHTS

Rohingyamilitants active in Bangladeshi refugee camps
Naomi Conrad | Stefan Czimmek | Arafatul Islam

09/24/2019

In 2017, a Rohingya militant group attacked several police posts in Myanmar. As the army responded with brutal force, thousands of Rohingya ed to Bangladesh.
Today, the militants threaten those who dare to defy them.

ADVERTISEMENT

Mi itants in Rohingya camps?

As night fell, the alleyways meandering through the world's largest refugee camp were almost deserted. Two men clutching torches, their light ickering on the wet and
muddy ground, scurried through the rain and disappeared into the shadows. A dog barked in the distance, while music and mu ed voices drifted from one of the countless tiny
huts made of corrugated iron, bamboo and tarpaulin.

Young men sheltered in doorways, staring out into the shadows. They were Rohingya watchmen on the lookout for criminal gangs. For at night, when a government-imposed
curfew sends the many aid workers back to their hotels and lodgings, security is tense. DW has heard tales of murders, abduction and rape.
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Murder in the Rohingya camps

One evening in late August, a local source took DW to meet a woman whose husband was killed nearby. As the source stood guard outside her hut, the woman clutched a young
child, while another stared at his mother from behind the curtain that divided the tiny space into two minuscule rooms. One single plastic toy lay on the bed, a single thin
mattress that took up half of the room.

As the rain drummed on the roof, she whispered so her neighbors wouldn't hear the hurried conversation. Her husband, she said, had worked for the good of the Rohingya.
"He wanted to stop misconduct in the camps."

DW knows the identity of both the woman and her husband. But because she fears she is being watched, DW has chosen not to reveal his name or position within the camp. But
one thing is clear: His actions seem to have angered a powerful group operating with near-impunity.

Mi itants in Rohingya camps?

ARSA active in the camps

Those who killed him, she said, belonged to Harakah al-Yaqin � the former name of a group of Rohingya militants, which in 2016 renamed themselves ARSA, or Arakan
Rohingya Salvation Army. Led by a small cadre of Rohingya emigres from Saudi Arabia and Pakistan, the group wants self-governance for the Rohingya, an impoverished
Muslim minority that has long been denied full citizenship in Buddhist-majority Myanmar. Most Rohingya live in Rakhine, the poorest state in an impoverished country, and
need special permits to travel and marry.

Read more Myanmar military top brass involved in Rohingya atrocities, says Amnesty International

ARSA made international headlines when it launched a coordinated attack on 30 border guard police posts and an army base in Rakhine state in Myanmar in August 2017,
killing 12 members of the security forces according to government o cials. This followed previous attacks on police posts in late 2016. The attacks marked a major escalation in
a simmering con ict and triggered a large-scale and violent army o ensive.

The Tatmadaw, as the army is called, responded with a scorched earth tactic, burning and bombing villages. In September 2017, the UN human rights chief labelled the
crackdown a "textbook example of ethnic cleansing." More than 730,000 Rohingya ed the country to neighboring Bangladesh, crossing the Naf border river that separates
Myanmar and Bangladesh in boats, oats and on foot.

Bangladesh welcomed the refugees, settling them in crowded, makeshift camps that the authorities built close to the border. Together, they make up the world's largest
refugee camp. Among the refugees were members of the group whose actions had escalated the deadly violence in the rst place: ARSA militants.

Read more 'I left my body there': A displaced Rohingya woman's story

Women and informants threatened

Inside Bangladesh's isolated 'Rohingya island'
Bangladesh has invested $272 million ( 248 million) to make the Bhasan Char island liveable for the
Rohingya. But the refugees, currently camped in Cox's Bazar district, are reluctant to move to the cyclone-
prone island.

Image: DW/A. Islam

9 images

Roh ngyam l tants act ve n Bangladesh refugee camps
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One foreign aid worker told DW that several women who were working for aid agencies had been threatened. Many were so scared, he said, that they had chosen to give up
their source of minimal income, rather than risk the group's wrath. Others told DW that women who were deemed not to be dressed modestly enough had been targeted.

It is likely that many groups are active in the camps and that, while some of themmay have chosen to take on the label of the militant group, some may just be opportunistic
criminals. And the camps are located along a route used for the international drug trade of yaba, as methamphetamine is known locally. Criminal gangs operate in the area and
shootouts with the police are a common occurrence.

Read more Bangladesh may 'force' 100,000 Rohingya to resettle on uninhabited island

The government of Bangladesh, for one, claims that there is no ARSA presence in the camps. In the capital, Dhaka, Bangladesh's foreign minister Abul Kalam Abdul Momen was
adamant: "There is no ARSA in Bangladesh. There is in Myanmar, not here. If there is any, we will pick him up, or her up, and we will send that individual to Myanmar."

But in the camps, ARSA is a name that quickly ends conversations, leading to monosyllabic, nervous answers. The group allegedly has informers in every camp, including
children. It is a claim DW was unable to verify, but even the fear of an all-pervasive network of informers is enough to silence many. It is thus impossible to gauge the group's
level of support.

ARSA militant: 'We're here to help you take control of your land'

After weeks of trying, a contact managed to arrange a meeting with a man who claimed to be a member of ARSA. DW could not independently verify the man's identity and
story, but his account does match with other accounts of the group's recruitment, training and actions in the camps.

DWmet him � a tall, physically t man in his mid-thirties � in a secluded spot outside of the camps. Throughout the interview, he nervously scanned the surroundings,
clutching his mobile phone in one hand, while twisting blades of grass with the other.

The man said he took the oath to join ARSA in 2017, shortly before the attacks that triggered the army crackdown and mass exodus. Several men came to his village, he said,
and asked the men if they wanted freedom: "They said: 'You don't have any rights in your own country. We are here to help you to take control of your land. If you agree with us,
come and join us.'"

Rohingya prostitutes in Bang adesh

ARSA leadership trained by Pakistani Taliban?

The individuals who recruited the villagers, the man con rmed to DW, were ethnic Rohingya men from Saudi Arabia and Pakistan. He said he received basic military training,
including how to use ri es and plant roadside bombs.

Like him, several hundred villagers joined the group starting in 2014, according to an account by the International Crisis Group (ICG), an international nongovernmental
organization.

According to the ICG, ARSA was founded by a small cadre of Rohingya based in Saudi Arabia. The leader is reportedly Ata Ullah, a Rohingya who was born in Pakistan to refugee
parents, but whose family moved to Saudi Arabia when he was still young. There, he was reportedly educated in a madrassa, an Islamic school.

Roh ngyam l tants act ve n Bangladesh refugee camps
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Image picture alliance AP Photo M Hossain OpuWomen who are not dressed "modestly enough" risk the group's wrath

Up to 3500 ghters in the camps?

The man told DW that ARSA killed those they deemed to be informants and sometimes kidnapped people for ransom. But he said he disagreed strongly with the murders in the
camp. "If we cause trouble and kill people here, the government of Bangladesh will also start killing us."

Rather, he said, ARSA should concentrate on its ght in Myanmar. He told DW that some 3,500 ghters were sheltering in the refugee camps � and that groups of several
hundred ghters secretly crossed to neighboring Myanmar for military training. But, he conceded, there was little scope for any large-scale attacks, given that the group lacked
weapons and ammunition. "Nobody gives us support," he said.

"If we get enough support and ammunition, we can kill the army over there," he said, referring to the Tatmadaw. But for now, he conceded, that was wishful thinking.

Suddenly, his small mobile phone began to ring. He became agitated, struggling to remove the battery from his phone. Someone, he said, might have seen him � and "now I
am getting a call."

Then, he started to cry. He stared at the phone and battery in his hand. Finally, he looked up: "Don't publish my picture, otherwise, they will kill me, too."

DW s Abdul Sattar contributed to this report

Every day, DW's editors send out a selection of the day's hard news and quality feature journalism. Sign up for the newsletter here.

Send us your feedback

ADVERTISEMENT

EXPLORE MORE
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Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh recounted atrocities by Naypyidaw�s military as
they debunked denials by Myanmar civilian leader Aung San Suu Kyi on
Wednesday at the U.N.�s top court that her government�s security forces had
committed genocide against the minority Muslims.

Suu Kyi told the International Court of Justice (ICJ) in The Hague that the charges
of genocide leveled by the tiny West African nation of Gambia against Myanmar
provided a �misleading and incomplete� representation of events that led to an
exodus of about 740,000 Rohingya into neighboring Bangladesh two years ago.

�Regrettably, Gambia has placed before the court a misleading and incomplete
picture of the situation in Rakhine state,� Suu Kyi, who was once celebrated
worldwide as a champion for human rights, told the court. She underscored that
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her government was confronting an �internal armed conflict� in 2017 when the
Myanmar military launched a counter-offensive against local insurgents.

Suu Kyi�s statement that �some� people crossed into Cox�s Bazar in Bangladesh in
fear infuriated dozens of Rohingya refugees who watched the Myanmar leader
make her case live on TV from a tea stall at the Kutupalong refugee camp.

�We reject her statement that we crossed into Bangladesh in fear. She tells the lies
to appease the military and Moghs,� Abdul Karim, a Rohingya in his 60s, told
BenarNews, an RFA-affiliated online news service, after watching the TV
coverage, using a derogatory term that refers to Rakhine Buddhists.

�The military killed my brother and his wife in late Aug 2017. They were shot at
from behind when we headed toward the Bangladesh border. They [Myanmar
soldiers] shouted �go, go� while firing at us,� said Karim who hailed from
Maungdaw town in Rakhine state.

On the second day of the proceedings at the ICJ trial against Myanmar, Suu Kyi
rejected Gambia�s allegation that her country�s military operations on August
2017 were mounted to exterminate the Rohingya Muslims. Instead, she said, the
crackdown was targeted at the Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA), an
insurgent group.

But in Cox�s Bazar, refugees at the Kutupalong camp shouted �Lies! Lies!� as Suu
Kyi spoke.

RRRRRRRoooooohhhhhhiiiiiinnnnnngggggggyyyyyyaaaaaaa RRRRRRReeeeeeeaaaaaaccccccttttttt tttttttoooooo AAAAAAAAuuuuuunnnnnnggggggg SSSSSSSaaaaaannnnnn SSSSSSSuuuuuuuuuuuu KKKKKKKyyyyyyiiiii�����ssssss cccccc  oooooo eeeeeeeRohingya React to Aung San Suu Kyi�s Genocide Claims | Radio Free Asia (RFA)
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Refugees at this camp for Hindus say they have
been threatened by Arakan Rohingya Salvation

Army (ARSA) fighters in Cox�s Bazar in
southeastern Bangladesh. (Ryuta Sometaya)

Refugees from Myanmar cite attacks from their

�protectors�
By RYUTA SEOMETAYA/ Correspondent

COX�S BAZAR, Bangladesh--Rumors of

intimidation, violence and murder flowed from
a sprawling, squalid camp here for hundreds of

thousands of Rohingya Muslims who fled from
neighboring Myanmar.

But finding Rohingya refugees willing to talk
about these incidents proved a daunting task.

They were living in fear of reprisals by the

alleged perpetrators of the attacks: the Arakan
Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA), the self-

proclaimed protector of the Rohingya refugees.

I first heard about the assaults in August 2019

in Rakhine state in the western part of
Myanmar, a hotbed of sectarian conflict

between Rohingya Muslims and Buddhists.

Ichiro Maruyama, the Japanese ambassador to

Myanmar, visited the area that month on behalf
of the Myanmar government to hold hearings

with refugees who had returned from
Bangladesh.

The Myanmar government�s crackdown on Rohingya Muslims created an international
humanitarian crisis. An estimated 700,000 refugees fled the country after August 2017.

In November 2017, Myanmar and Bangladesh announced they would start repatriating refugees in

stages on an �official route.�

However, no one has taken this official route.

Instead, several hundred refugees returned through �unofficial routes.�

Many of the returning refugees told me that they believed Myanmar was still a dangerous place for

them.

When I asked them why they decided to return to an unsafe country, they mentioned the attacks by

ARSA fighters in the refugee camp. They also said ARSA members have threatened anyone who
wanted to return to Myanmar.

Returning home, especially through the official route, would indicate an acceptance of the
Myanmar government�s measures. And this could weaken ARSA�s clout in its battle against the

Annex 436

111



3/29/23, 5:23 PM Refugees from Myanmar cite attacks from their �protectors� | The Asahi Shimbun: Breaking News, Japan News and Analysis

https://www.asahi.com/ajw/articles/13037844 2/5

government.

ARSA is an armed organization formed by Rohingya refugees. The group�s attack against a police
facility in Rakhine state in August 2017 triggered the crackdown that led to the Rohingya exodus.

ARSA on Twitter and other media has declared: �We protect Rohingya who are the most
persecuted in the world.� Many Rohingyas support the group.

To find out if ARSA was actually attacking the same people it had vowed to protect, I visited the
refugee camp in suburban Cox�s Bazar in southeastern Bangladesh in December.

The camp was crammed with temporary housing made of bamboo and sheets provided by the
United Nations. Raw sewage flowed in spaces between the homes, emitting a foul stench.

Sunlight poking through gaps between the sheets was the refugees� only source of light.

RELUCTANT TO SPEAK ABOUT ARSA

The Rohingyas there repeatedly said: �ARSA have fought for us.�
But when asked about any troubles in the camp, they lowered their heads and remained silent.

Ninety percent of the refugees at the camp are Rohingya Muslims. Some Hindus also fled to the
camp from Rakhine state amid the confusion of the Myanmar military crackdown.

The Hindus were the first ones willing to speak to me about ARSA-related problems.

Shuvash, 62, said that he and 10 other Hindu refugees were summoned to a meeting with ARSA
members at the temporary home of a group member about a year ago.

The Hindu refugees demanded that ARSA return the money that they had loaned the group.

The ARSA fighters then took the 11 Hindu refugees to separate locations and assaulted them,

Shuvash said. Only nine of them returned.

�The other two are probably no longer alive,� he said.

Another Hindu refugee, 41, said that around November 2018, when he was working outside the
camp, he was taken to a forest by men who called themselves ARSA members.

They ordered him to read from a script in front of a video camera. When he refused, they beat him.

So he followed their orders, saying, �We Hindus are also angry about the measures taken by the

Myanmar government.�

A few days later, the video spread through Facebook.

�They probably wanted to show that not only Rohingya but also Hindu refugees are angry about
the Myanmar government,� the man said.

Younus, a 40-year-old who has pulled Hindu refugees together in the camp, said he was threatened
by ARSA members after he expressed a desire to return to Myanmar at a meeting of

representatives of camp refugees.

�You should not step out of line with us,� he quoted ARSA members as telling him. �We won�t
allow you to selfishly return.�
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Younus also said they told him not to attend any more meetings at the camp.

�Everybody is scared of being assaulted,� he said.

HINDUS NOT THE ONLY VICTIMS

Syed Alim, 28, a Bangladeshi reporter who helped me in my work, said Hindus are not the only
targets of ARSA.

�ARSA has been involved in various crimes,� he said. �Many of the victims are Rohingyas.�

With my seven-day visa in Bangladesh nearing its expiration date, I was able to contact a Rohingya

refugee who said her husband was killed by ARSA.

She was worried about speaking with a foreign reporter, so I let a Bangladeshi interpreter talk to

her first.

Arif Tasmin, 30, then granted me the interview.

�My husband was repeatedly asked by ARSA to join the group, but he refused,� Tasmin said.

In July 2018, her husband, Urah, 35, was stabbed in the chest and other body parts and died on a

street outside the camp, she said.

Tasmin said the crime was committed in public, and three suspects were immediately arrested. But

she said she was never informed about the motive for the attack or whether the assailants were

connected to ARSA.

Tasmin, citing a warning for her husband to be careful a few days before the fatal assault, said she

has no doubts on who was responsible for his death.

�It was definitely ARSA,� she said.

However, she did say, �To be honest, I didn�t want to talk about it now that Myanmar has been
sued at the International Court of Justice.�

In November 2019, Gambia filed a lawsuit against the Myanmar government at the ICJ, the United
Nations� highest court, accusing it of committing genocide against the Rohingyas.

In December, Aung San Suu Kyi, Myanmar�s top political leader, defended her country against the
charges at the court.

Tasmin said she was worried that telling her story could influence the court�s ruling if people
around the world knew there are bad people among the Rohingya Muslims.

When I tried to ask her some in-depth questions, Tasmin�s relatives stopped her from speaking
further, saying: �Don�t say anything else.�

According to Syed Alim, the Bangladeshi reporter, more than 40 people have been killed at the
camp within a year. Although ARSA is believed to be behind many of the incidents, refugees won�t

discuss the details even to local reporters.

When I thought I had to wrap up my interviews, I made contact with a 25-year-old Rohingya man
who agreed to be interviewed by phone.

LAWLESS CAMP
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The man said he was taken to an unknown location by seven or eight masked men in October 2019.

�We heard that you want to return to Myanmar,� they said, before punching him twice in the face.

He said he had told his family and friends that he wanted to return, and that information must

have somehow found its way to ARSA.

He said they issued a further threat: �If you say you want to return, we will keep observing you

forever. No one can protect you if you step out from the camp.�

The man said he no longer uses the word �return.�

He introduced me to a 67-year-old Rohingya refugee who told me about his near-experience with
ARSA fighters.

A few months ago, he said, about 20 ARSA members arrived at his temporary home in the camp,
but he was not there at the time.

�I had consulted with the United Nations because I knew that ARSA members have sold relief
supplies given by the U.N.,� he said.

He said he believes that the ARSA members who visited his home planned to punish him.

He has since moved around among the temporary homes of acquaintances to avoid the fighters.

�Many people have noticed that ARSA members are doing strange things, but no one can say

anything because we fear them,� he said. �If we opposed them, we would be ignored by our friends
who have believed that ARSA is the group that is protecting Rohingyas.�

A Bangladesh staff member of international medical aid organization Medicines Sans Frontiers
(MSF) explained the reasons for ARSA�s aggressive tactics in the camp.

�A group of several hundred people in the camp identify themselves as ARSA. With prolonged
living in the camp, young people who have lost hope for the future are inclined to join the group.

There are no specific leaders, and they keep changing their alignments,� the staff member said.

ARSA is also involved in illegal drugs and prostitution, and its activities have been expanding for a

year, the member said.

�At night, the camp becomes almost lawless after Bangladeshi police and NGO members leave.

ARSA is apparently working under such conditions,� the member said.

According to a member of British charity group Christian Aid, more than a dozen Rohingya

families confirmed that they wanted to return to Myanmar 48 hours before their scheduled
departure from Bangladesh in November 2018.

But on the day of the return, no one showed any desire to leave Bangladesh. Some refugees
mentioned �pressure from ARSA.�

�By delaying the return, ARSA might be trying to maintain its power of being a symbol of the

Rohingya,� a member of an NGO said.

Through the interviews with the refugees, I felt that further postponements in repatriation will

cause the threats by ARSA to spread at the camp.

(Ryuta Sometaya is chief of The Asahi Shimbun�s Yangon Bureau.)
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CORRECTION

The original eighth paragraph that cited �several hundred thousand refugees� was corrected to
�several hundred refugees� on Jan. 22.

Copyright © The Asahi Shimbun Company. All rights reserved. No reproduction or republication without written permission.
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The hidden heterogeneity of Rohingya refugees
NURSYAZWANI AND ELLIOT PRASSE-FREEMAN -  12 JUN, 2020

As the battle against COVID-19 rages in Malaysia, a new population has become collateral

damage: Rohingya refugees. A terrified public, instigated by political opportunists, has endorsed

numerous anti-refugee online petitions that have gained well-distributed support across Malaysia�s

ethnic spectrum. Although Malaysia once embraced these survivors of Myanmar�s genocidal

regime, Rohingya refugees are now being called ungrateful, uncivilised and backward leeches. This

public outcry has led to mass support for Malaysia turning away boats carrying Rohingya asylum

seekers. Given that many Malaysians assume that all refugees from Myanmar are Rohingya, the

petitions have supported Malaysia�s detention of thousands of undocumented migrants�even

those holding UNHCR registration cards�whose fates are unclear.
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Perceptions of Rohingya refugees as indolent and, more recently, as virus carriers emerge from

simplistic discursive representations that materialise from and circulate far beyond Malaysia. A

number of entities unwittingly mutually reinforce reductive depictions of Rohingya. Myanmar

nationalists vehemently deny that Rohingya belong to the polity, since the latter are perceived to be

different�Rohingya �look South Asian� and are Muslims in a Buddhist country. International media

have incentives to tell (and sell) simple stories, while humanitarian agencies achieve efficiencies in

aid delivery when they can treat every Rohingya as a replicable token of a common type. Rohingya

elites themselves have reason to present a common and distinct Rohingya identity, as this contests

the Myanmar state�s assertion that the Rohingya are simply interlopers from Bangladesh

(�Bengalis�).

In the academic world, fieldwork with Rohingya documents significant internal differentiation. But

this reality has been obscured by the lack of sustained study of the group, particularly because

northern Rakhine (Arakan) state, the area to which Rohingya are indigenous, has been largely

inaccessible to researchers. Academics have mostly only considered elite debates or recapitulated

stories of misery in Burma.

The creation of a homogenous image of Rohingya obscures the ethnic community�s striking

diversity: Rohingya do not share an identical dialect, do not all look the same, nor are even all

Muslim. Such diversity is unsurprising�homogenous groups tend to be maintained only through

coercion and control. Given the Myanmar state�s claims that Rohingya do not exist, counter-

narratives claiming a unified identity also make perfect sense. What is noteworthy are the effects of

these claims and counterclaims amid mass violence and dispossession. Those who do not conform

to the narrow characteristics which allegedly distinguish the Rohingya are not only excluded from

making identity claims, but also the protection afforded to recognised asylum seekers and refugees.

This post draws upon fieldwork in Malaysia, Bangladesh, Thailand and Yangon, Myanmar between

2017 and 2020 to describe processes of Rohingya identity (re)formation amid ethnic cleansing and

attempted extermination. We focus on Rohingya elite discourses and the criteria used by

humanitarian organisations to grant protections to refugees, to show how both co-produce a reified

image of the Rohingya that is then represented in media and academic treatments. The disciplining

of ethnic diversity in turn becomes internalised by Rohingya refugees, who self-reinforce the

homogenisation of Rohingya identity.

Strategic essentialism
In Myanmar, the ratification of an ethnic group as indigenous is the only method for securing

recognition of substantive citizenship. The claim to citizenship rests in turn on the claim to an

essential identity uniting the Rohingya. While some Rohingya elites stress the group�s capacious

origins and experiences, many self-appointed Rohingya leaders reject expressions of internal
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difference that might potentially undercut their identity�s supposed authenticity. These Rohingya

elites have identified particular religious, linguistic, territorial and cultural indicators to demarcate an

�authentic� Rohingya-ness that fits the racial ideology of the Myanmar state: Rohingya are Muslims,

speak Rohingya, have their homeland in Rakhine state, and share both agrarian subsistence

patterns (fishing and farming) and a village culture defined by segmentary clan-based kinship

systems.

There are several problems with this description. The Rohingya have faced a half-century of

systematic oppression by the Myanmar state, one that has precipitated waves of violent expulsions

complemented by legal and symbolic erasure. It is arguably no longer possible to embody the

narrow characteristics listed above. The growing displacement of Rohingya has disrupted clan

systems and opportunities to learn language dialects, while severing intimate relationships between

subsistence patterns and lands. For instance, the absence of vernacular print or radio hinders the

standardisation of a dialect, facilitating evolutions in the Rohingya language (which was already

subjected to significant regional variation). Moreover, as the putatively originary elements of

Rohingya-ness intermix with host cultures across greater Asia (Saudi Arabia, Malaysia, Bangladesh

and Pakistan, in particular), new variations of identity are produced. An essentialised �Rohingya-

ness� can no longer be adequately performed.

Even if the mass uprooting of Rohingya had not transpired, such essentialism would still exclude

some who identify as Rohingya. For instance, while Rohingya historian Ba Tha asserts that, �All

Rohingya profess Islam,� Hindu Rohingya and the tiny but vocal Christian Rohingya community put

paid to such blanket assertions. While these are arguably miniscule exceptions, they throw into

relief a larger schism between a growing conservative strain of Islam and those Rohingya who

espouse a syncretic Islam that blends animism and Hinduism. Some accounts attribute this

expanding rift to Saudi Arabian influence, while others describe the increase in conservatism as a

self-protective response to growing vulnerability.

Humanitarian narratives
As humanitarian and state apparatuses internalise essentialist definitions of Rohingya-ness, they

become sieving machines separating �true� Rohingya from �false�. Rejecting deviant Rohingya

experiences, cultural practices and identities is problematic because it denies protection to those

with legitimate claims to membership. Humanitarian regulatory processes and state discourses

pressure Rohingya to perform and take up the traits that signify an �authentic� Rohingya. State

elites such as Malaysia�s Najib and Bangladesh�s Sheikh Hasina have emphasised how Muslim

countries must help Rohingya as they are fellow �Muslim brothers and sisters�. Rohingya

consequently have an incentive to foreground a Muslim identity to qualify for the support of such

states.
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Meanwhile the UNHCR compels Rohingya to conform to narrow definitions of Rohingya-ness in

order to access the identification documents that provide a modicum of protection in Malaysia. In

interviews, Rohingya applicants for refugee status, translators and civil society leaders revealed

some non-Rohingya applicants (Bangladeshis or Myanmar Muslims) have attained cards by paying

bribes to translators or colluding with Rohingya applicants by �learning things about [Rohingya]

areas in Rakhine state and paying to �join� their family,� as one translator told us.

More importantly, Rohingya have reportedly been denied cards by not satisfying the agency�s

expectations of �authentic� Rohingya-ness. Cards have been allegedly refused to applicants who

were deemed too educated, could not adequately relay geographical knowledge of Rakhine state

or describe details about political events (pogroms against Rohingya, for example), or could not

speak in the same Rohingya dialect as the UNHCR translator. Insistence on these qualities would

particularly disadvantage Rohingya who spent most or all of their lives outside of Rakhine state.

Rohingya applicants rehearse the narratives of those who have successfully attained refugee

status to prepare for the UNHCR interview. Kamal, a Rohingya who came to Malaysia through

Bangladesh and Thailand in 2016, shared that: �My relative told me the questions the UNHCR

asked. I practiced how to answer them with my relative, and I learnt some of the answers he gave

so that I could be guaranteed success in getting the UN card.� The perceived need to �tell the same

story� for fear of being denied refugee status reinforces the homogeneity of Rohingya-ness as an

ethnic category, putting in doubt all narratives that stray from the dominant one.

Many who now see themselves as Rohingya only came to do so after the violence of the last

decade, or from interacting with humanitarian agencies or host states�some had not even heard

the name before. Hasinah, an older woman who fled Rakhine after the 2015 conflict, shared that

she had only thought of herself as a Myanmar Muslim back in Sittwe. The discovery of her

Rohingya identity took place when the UNHCR officer told her that she was Rohingya: �I only

[learned] in Malaysia that because we are Rohingya, that�s why Myanmar wanted to kill us. Before

this [back in Myanmar], I only thought it was because we are Muslims, and Buddhists hate

Muslims.�

These experiences demonstrate how some Rohingya have begun to understand themselves

through the parameters they encounter during state registration processes. They also show how

the Rohingya category is enlarged by the incorporation of those who had not seen themselves as

Rohingya before. Hasinah�s testimony reflects a shift in her identity, and how she relates to her

world. In explaining the violence in Myanmar, her Rohingya identity becomes foregrounded over

her general Muslim one. Hasinah�s experiences do not imply that all Rohingya were unaware of

their ethnic identity or the basis of their persecution. Instead, narratives such as Hasinah�s reveal

the diversity in Rohingya�s perspectives. They also point to the growing solidification of Rohingya-
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ness�to be Rohingya is also to be Muslim, thereby excluding the marginal voices of non-Muslim

Rohingya.

Embracing Rohingya diversity
�Those are Myanmar Muslims and Bangladeshis. Not Rohingya,� so declared a Malaysia-based

Rohingya refugee in a May 2020 Facebook post, at pains to distinguish the Rohingya community

from other refugee groups in Malaysia. If Rohingya were not already compelled to differentiate

themselves, the COVID-19 pandemic has both produced and made more pronounced distinctions

between Rohingya and other migrant communities. Adding to the pressure from humanitarian and

state apparatuses, societal acceptance�and rejection�of Rohingya in Malaysia have led to the

growing need among Rohingya refugees to present themselves as a docile subjects deserving of

protection.

Allowing for alternative performances of Rohingya-ness not only allows for a broader and more

complex understanding of Rohingya to emerge�a good in its own right. It accomplishes two

additional goals. First, embracing Rohingya diversity forms a stronger basis for the articulation of

collective political aspirations. The tactic of strategic essentialism has not worked due to the

Myanmar state�s persistent denial of Rohingya as �inauthentic.� Embracing Rohingya diversity, by

contrast, recognises their various complex historical and cultural entanglements with Rakhine state

and Myanmar in general.

Second�and arguably more importantly for a stateless group of people who have been denied

belonging and a homeland�flattening Rohingya-ness inevitably prevents many �deviant Rohingya�

from claiming a name that has been denied by the Myanmar state. For some, the Rohingya identity

is the only thing they have left. The Rohingya identity is a crucial aspect of their existence. A more

fluid understanding of Rohingya�one that both allows more people to enter and more people to

exit, but also permits people to inhabit both positions at once�would better reflect the immense

challenges of living as Rohingya today.
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Iraq

 This article is more than 2 years old

Trump pardons Blackwater contractors jailed for massacre of Iraq civilians

Four guards red on unarmed crowd in Baghdad in 2007, killing 14
and sparking outrage over use of private security in war zones

Michael Sa  in Beirut and agencies
Wed 23 Dec 2020 09.32 GMT

Donald Trump has pardoned four security guards from the private military rm Blackwater who were serving jail sentences for
killing 14 civilians including two children in Baghdad in 2007, a massacre that sparked an international outcry over the use of
mercenaries in war.

The four guards � Paul Slough, Evan Liberty, Dustin Heard and Nicholas Slatten � were part of an armoured convoy that opened
re indiscriminately with machine-guns, grenade launchers and a sniper on a crowd of unarmed people in a square in the Iraqi

capital.

The Nisour Square massacre was one of the lowest episodes of the US-led invasion and occupation of Iraq.

Slough, Liberty and Heard were convicted on multiple charges of voluntary and attempted manslaughter in 2014, while Slatten,
who was the rst to start shooting, was convicted of rst-degree murder. Slattern was sentenced to life and the others to 30 years
in prison each.

An initial prosecution was thrown out by a federal judge � sparking outrage in Iraq � but the then vice-
president, Joe Biden, promised to pursue a fresh prosecution, which succeeded in 2015.

At the sentencing, the US attorney�s o ce said in a statement: �The sheer amount of unnecessary human loss and su ering
attributable to the defendants� criminal conduct on 16 September 2007 is staggering.�

After news of the pardon emerged on Tuesday night, Brian Heberlig, a lawyer for one of the four pardoned Blackwater
defendants, said: �Paul Slough and his colleagues didn�t deserve to spend one minute in prison. I am overwhelmed with emotion
at this fantastic news.�

The pardons are one of several the US president has granted to American service personnel and contractors accused or convicted
of crimes against non-combatants and civilians in war zones. In November last year, he pardoned a former US army commando
who was set to stand trial over the killing of a suspected Afghan bomb-maker, and a former army lieutenant convicted of murder
for ordering his men to re at three Afghans.
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The free press is under attack from multiple forces. Media outlets are closing their doors, victims to a broken business model.
In much of the world, journalism is morphing into propaganda, as governments dictate what can and can�t be printed. In the
last year alone, hundreds of reporters have been killed or imprisoned for doing their jobs. The UN reports that 85% of the
world�s population experienced a decline in press freedom in their country in recent years.

This week marks the 30th annual World Press Freedom Day, a day for everyone to re ect on the importance of free expression
as fundamental for all other rights. It is also an opportunity to pledge support for independent media � because without a
robust and free press, a healthy democracy is impossible.

(L-r) Dustin Heard, Evan Liberty, Paul Slough, Nicholas Slatten. Photograph: AP

Supporters of the former contractors at Blackwater Worldwide had lobbied for the pardons, arguing that the men had been
excessively punished.

Prosecutors asserted the heavily armed Raven 23 Blackwater convoy launched an unprovoked attack using sniper re, machine-
guns and grenade launchers. Defence lawyers argued their clients returned re after being ambushed by Iraqi insurgents.

The US government said in a memorandum led after the sentencing: �None of the victims was an insurgent, or posed any threat
to the Raven 23 convoy.� The memorandum also contained quotations from relatives of the dead, including Mohammad Kinani,
whose nine-year-old son Ali was killed. �That day changed my life forever. That day destroyed me completely,� Kinani said.

Also quoted in the memorandum was David Boslego, a retired US army colonel, who said the massacre was �a grossly excessive
use of force� and �grossly inappropriate for an entity whose only job was to provide personal protection to somebody in an
armoured vehicle�.

Boslego also said the attack had �a negative e ect on our mission, [an] adverse e ect � It made our relationship with the Iraqis
in general more strained.�

FBI investigators who visited the scene in the following days described it as the �My Lai massacre of Iraq� � a reference to the
infamous slaughter of civilian villagers by US troops during the Vietnam war in which only one soldier was convicted.

Blackwater was founded by Erik Prince, whose sister, Betsy DeVos, was appointed Trump�s education secretary.

After the convictions, Blackwater � which changed its name to Xe and then Academi after being sold � said it was �relieved that
the justice system has completed its investigation into a tragedy that occurred at Nisour Square in 2007 and that any wrongdoing
that was carried out has been addressed by our courts.

�The security industry has evolved drastically since those events, and under the direction of new ownership and leadership,
Academi has invested heavily in compliance and ethics programmes, training for our employees, and preventative measures to
strictly comply with all US and local government laws.�

The 14 victims killed by the Blackwater guards on trial were listed as Ahmed Haithem Ahmed Al Rubia�y, Mahassin Mohssen
Kadhum Al-Khazali, Osama Fadhil Abbas, Ali Mohammed Hafedh Abdul Razzaq, Mohamed Abbas Mahmoud, Qasim Mohamed
Abbas Mahmoud, Sa�adi Ali Abbas Alkarkh, Mushtaq Karim Abd Al-Razzaq, Ghaniyah Hassan Ali, Ibrahim Abid Ayash, Hamoud
Sa�eed Abttan, Uday Ismail Ibrahiem, Mahdi Sahib Nasir and Ali Khalil Abdul Hussein.
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We hope you will consider marking this day by supporting the Guardian. Despite the nancial challenges plaguing the media

industry, we�ve decided to keep our journalism paywall-free, because we deeply believe everyone has the right to access high-
quality, fact-checked reporting. And we maintain our independence thanks to generosity from readers all over the world, who
understand that supporting the free press is an investment in an informed and empowered public.

Unlike many others, we have no billionaire owner � this helps us maintain the freedom to fearlessly chase the truth and report
it with integrity. Your support will allow us to continue to work with trademark determination and passion to bring you
journalism that�s always free from commercial or political interference.

We also encourage you to support one of the many, smaller independent news organisations around the world. Over the years,
we�ve collaborated with teams who are often publishing quality reporting in the face of great adversity. We have shared our
expertise with them, helping to start and grow their own reader funding models. If this interests you, nd out more about our
work with outlets in Russia, Belarus, Ukraine, Turkey, Hungary and beyond.

Today we ask you to power Guardian reporting for the years to come, whether with a small sum or a larger one. If you can,
please support us on a monthly basis from just £2. It takes less than a minute to set up, and you can rest assured that you�re
making a big impact every single month in support of open, independent journalism. Thank you.

Continue Remind me in June

Single Monthly Annual

£3 per month £5 per month Other
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Navi Pillay explains �human rights� limitations in
Geneva on Tamil genocide
[TamilNet, Sunday, 21 March 2021, 13:34 GMT]
The manifestation of a �pre-existing strategy� using archaeology and
historic preservation as guises for political or religious agendas has
been observed by the UN Special Rapporteurs visiting Sri Lanka in
recent years. Today�s international law has not provided universal
human right to land. However, SL State�s violations of the land rights of
�marginalised communities� could be addressed under the normative
framework of international law, said Dr Navanetham Pillay. She
mentioned the violation of the Right of Self-Determination. Pillay
appeared as a keynote speaker at a conference titled �Loss of the Tamil
Homeland,� which was convened by Justice C.V. Wigneswaran on
Saturday. She was confronting TamilNet�s questions over her failure to
call for investigations on Tamil genocide, which includes examining the
�pre-existing strategy� for all the crimes committed against Tamils in
the past. 

�I hope someday that what happened in Sri Lanka and is still happening will be
tested in a criminal jurisdiction � whether it is the International Criminal Court,
a Hybrid Court or a Special Tribunal, which will hear the evidence to make that
decision,� Dr Pillay said.

�I am not responsible � Of course, the OISL initiative was taken when I was
still High Commissioner; That report came out after I retired,� she said.

Although the former High Commissioner for Human Rights was still in the mode
of giving excuses for dodging to call for investigations on genocide in the run up
to the OISL Investigation process, her responses were indirectly implying how
the future demands of Tamils need be formulated and who should act to make
the UN deliver them. 

She mentioned Special Tribunal (ICT) in addition to the ICC along with Hybrid
Courts as the courts where the crime of genocide could be determined. The
journalists, civil society activists and possibly some State parties, are the ones
who are not bound by the �human rights� limitations in passionately calling for
genocide investigations before an actual criminal investigation takes place,
according to her. 

�[I]n the Human Rights Council, we are limited to addressing human rights
issues. Very often, we identify � we say these human rights violations are so
gross that they could amount to crimes against humanity. That will be the
explanation why the OISL had a limited mandate on what they could do and
not,� Dr Pillay said. 

However, her explanation on this regard goes contrary to what the UN Fact-
Finding Mission on Myanmar, established by her successor, proposed in 2018.

TamilNet�s introduction to the questions: When you visited the island in
2013 in the capacity of Human Rights High Commissioner, you went on record
stating that no one you had met on the island used the word genocide to you.
Furthermore, you were implying that there was no �clear case of genocide� by
comparing the situation with Rwanda as you had the experience of being a
judge in the ICTR and that you said it was a �clear case� for Rwanda of
genocide. In the mainstream Tamil opinion, there is a �clear case of genocide�
in Sri Lanka. All mainstream Tamil political actors since 1956 have made this
claim for at least 65 years. The SL State has not only waged mass slaughter of
Eelam Tamils, but it has also �deliberately inflicted on the group, conditions of
life calculated to bring about its physical destruction in whole or in part�. The
state-driven land grab in the North and East, which is being discussed today, is
also a systematic project carried out with genocidal intent. There is a clear case
of existing ideology and a provable grand plan of Sinhala militarisation and
colonisation in the island. 
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Dr Navanetham Pillay

Question 1: Why did the OHCHR Investigation on Sri Lanka (OISL) avoid
looking into the crime of genocide under your administration? 

Dr Navanetham Pillay: �[O]nly a Court of
law having heard all the evidence can
decide whether genocide was committed.
The crucial element of the crime of
genocide is � the prosecution has to prove
an intention to destroy from the policy, the
plans and the actions. This is why human
rights activists don�t use the word loosely;
Lawyers and judges don�t either;
Journalists do; And, of course, activists
being passionate that their sufferings must
be on the highest scale. Let me assure you that crimes against humanity are
equally as serious as genocide. So, I hope someday that what happened in Sri
Lanka and is still happening will be tested in a criminal jurisdiction � whether it
is the International Criminal Court, a Hybrid Court or a Special Tribunal, which
will hear the evidence to make that decision. I am not responsible � Of course,
the OISL initiative was taken when I was still High Commissioner; That report
came out after I retired. But, I could readily answer that question that in the
Human Rights Council, we are limited to addressing human rights issues. Very
often, we identify � we say these human rights violations are so gross that
they could amount to crimes against humanity. That will be the explanation
why the OISL had a limited mandate on what they could do and not. However,
there is [inaudible]�. 

Question 2: Do you feel that time has come for UN mechanisms to look into
the allegation of genocide, and if so, what is the proper mechanism (UNHRC or
UN General Assembly) where Tamils should take this forward? 

Dr Navanetham Pillay:�The Human Rights Council has limited mandate. It is
a subsidiary body of the UN General Assembly, and its mandate is human
rights. So, the Human Rights Council cannot refer a matter to the International
Criminal Court. The only body that can do so is the Security Council. They have
already done so in respect of Darfur in Sudan and Libya. So this precedent,
where there is enough cause and pressure particularly from civil society and
from states that support you on your call for justice � if you can get that level
of support� then Security Council is the only alternative [inaudible].�

Question 3: If you are still not convinced that there is a �clear case of
genocide� of Tamils in Sri Lanka, what are the grounds that makes you believe
so? (Your 2013 comment: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a3ZX57GnYdg)

Dr Navanetham Pillay: �Only a court can make that decision after hearing all
the evidence. I have no position on this. I hear people, and I follow some of the
evidence. But, it is only a Court that can determine whether there has been a
genocide or not.�

* * *

Questions raised to Dr Pillay at the conference were not intended to seek her
clarification on where the crime of genocide gets finally determined, but why
the OHCHR Investigation on Sri Lanka failed to call for such a subsequent
judicial investigation. 

Apart from interpreting Dr Pillay's explanations that she was �not responsible�
for the findings of the OHCHR Investigation on Sri Lanka (OISL), the UNHRC's
role being limited to the �human rights� alone and that the UN findings on
crimes against humanity being equally as powerful as the crime of genocide,
Eelam Tamils need to grasp the fact it was the lack of will from the entire UN
Human Rights mechanism, under her command as well as her predecessor and
the successors, that failed to address the root crime in the situation of Tamils. 

The US administration under President Obama was primarily responsible for
limiting the situation's scope under Agenda Item 2. Obama is also trying to
evade his administration's responsibility in 2009 and in 2015 passing the blame
over to the UN and all other Member States. 

In his 2020 memoir �A Promised Land�, Obama wrote: �[E]ven after the Cold
War, divisions within the Security Council continued to hamstring the U.N.�s
ability to tackle problems. Its member states lacked either the means or the

oriented politics of Tamils
and Muslims

22.01.21 08:01
Gotabaya sets up deceptive
COI c ting �sovereignty� and
�non-aligned� foreign pol cy
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ölzl
t formerly based in Yangon covering conflict,

ement, and politics.

on a foggy morning at the Balukhali refugee camp near Cox's Bazar, Bangladesh, on 25 December, 2017.
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More of this in-depth coverage

s pay a heavy

price during humanitarian ch women offer

glimpses of their lives, sp

Show more

COX�S BAZAR, Banglades

Community leaders and hreatened and intimidated for being educated

or outspoken about w ative norms to a level of oppression.

Women report being  or extorted by men they believe are affiliated with

Rohingya militant g  say they have been told not to work outside the home.

Others say assaila rnings. Most say they are afraid to leave their homes at

night, when there ment-imposed curfews bar aid workers from staying past 4

pm.

For some wom d fears have reached a point where silence is no longer an option.

�It�s happeni obody is talking about it,� said Mariam, a Rohingya civil society activist,

who asked  pseudonym for fear of retaliation.

These th een an issue in the camps, which are now home to some 900,000 people after a

Myanm  forced hundreds of thousands of Rohingya from their homes in 2017. But

refuge ups say the violence has reached a crisis point in recent months, partly due to

gover ed coronavirus restrictions that have shrunk the number of aid staff allowed in the

cam

ng threats of severe violence, some Rohingya women have stopped volunteering with aid agencies,

ading to potential shortfalls of teachers and health outreach workers.

More of this in-depthp coverageg
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The New Humanitarian interviewed s orking, were

pressured to hand over money, or w tories to be told

and for the problem to be discusse

Similar accounts were corrobora archers, other refugees,

and a government official.

�Before coming here, we were ith us. Now our own people are,�

said a woman leader, whose  hours by a group suspected of

extorting money in her cam

None of the women said adeshi police or authorities that oversee

the refugee camps, whe nd crimes routinely go unpunished.

�There�s nowhere for u munity organiser, who is regularly threatened

online because she h pay �taxes� on her NGO salary. She said she knows

of young women wh at she could be as well.

The women believ perpetrated by a militant group known as the Arakan

Rohingya Salvatio s and other criminal groups also operate in the camps, and

affiliations are d refugees themselves.

A governm  Bazar told The New Humanitarian that �simple criminals� were behind the

threats to  no such thing as ARSA in the camp,� he said, asking not to be named because

the issue d sensitive.

Among wever, the perceived influence of ARSA is so extensive that some dub them �the night

gover

Ma the threats against her have grown so severe that she won�t leave her tent home to use the

toi ight.

s ago, she started receiving online abuse after she wrote a Facebook post that supported women�s

ts. �They asked me which way I would prefer to be abused,� she said, sitting hunched over on a chair in

 quiet corner of a community centre.

READ d the Rohingya camp violence
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The men, dressed in black, b nged on th  

leave her job; they old he  that it goes  

women to work.

��If you don�t obey, we will take you o

She reluctantly agreed � well awa apped or abused for

not obeying.

Before she fled Myanmar as a ven years. Now, fear slowly

takes hold of her every evenin jeep has rumbled out of the

vast refugee camps.

�I am scared of them,� she 

The security situation 4 camps. It also changes over time; intimidation

comes and goes in w workers report being told to pay �taxes� from their

NGO job earnings, a s logo circulate on social media. In others, the main

goal appears to be . Supportive husbands and relatives of educated women

have also been tar

Aid groups say t rogrammes that are highly dependent on community

volunteers. A M aid coordinators focused on gender issues said some teachers,

health outreac s have stopped working due to the �new wave of threats� and �severe

forms of viol

Some chan ad of International Women�s Day in March, for example, UN Women

cancelled ign that was to feature the faces of several women leaders. �This might have

otherwis caused them harm,� said Flora Macula, head of UN Women in Cox�s Bazar.

�But th n that we are scaling back our activities with women,� she added.

The i fing encourages aid groups to document threats and violence, help women with legal

sup location if necessary, and to not replace female workers or accept that their rights are

res

But for many aid workers, the reality is more complex.

The men, dressed in black, banged on th at she

leave her job; they told her that it goes unity for
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Humanitarian groups are well aware of cision, the

aid worker said: They can�t protect fem  harm�s way;

but not hiring women robs them of p

�We don�t know how to touch this, 

Many Rohingya say the worsen  have volunteered to relocate

to Bhasan Char, a disaster-pr roups call a floating jail.

Rohingya refused previous g nd, but some 19,000 people have

relocated there since Dece

Mariam, the civil society a  saw it as a way to escape harassment

and threats in the mainla

�If I go to Myanmar, th re problems,� she said. �I told my family, �let�s go

to Bhasan Char,� but t

Rights groups have urity in the camps, especially at night. Aid groups say

there must be �zer their families are threatened or harassed.

But some aid wo erly documenting the extent of the violence could push

Bangladeshi au tight restrictions on the Rohingya.

Authorities h  camps with watchtowers and barbed-wire fencing � which may have

prevented R  to safety during a massive fire that engulfed parts of four camps in

March. Afte sh�s home affairs minister said the fences were meant to contain �the

worsening nd order in the camps�.

�If Rohin ted as terrorists, this could eventually be used as a good argument by the

govern  should leave Bangladesh,� said a UN official, who asked not to be identified in order

to spe

Tryi  light on the problem has also landed Rohingya in trouble. The New Humanitarian has

spo efugees who fled into hiding after they were threatened for helping to research criminal

ac  in the camps.

Some women, howev r, no longer want to be silent.

Humanitarian groups are well aware of cision, the

Some women, however, no longer want tr o be silent. Subscribe
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�Even in conservative Saudi Arabia, ther

A few months ago, Laila started receiv men�s

equality in an aid organisation�s video

Rather than quit her advocacy, how ven if you threaten

to kill me, I will not stop speaking 

Laila continues to share the vide nce.

�When someone is speaking c

vh/il/ag

Read more about...
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�Even in conservative Saudi Arabia, ther
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Home / Opinion / Op-Ed

OP-ED: Is ARSA a threat to Bangladesh?
Saleem Samad Published at 05:41 am August 17th, 2021

Does the militant group�s presence spell trouble for Bangladesh?

Early this month, on information that members of the Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA) were holding a secret meeting in

a mosque in a Rohingya camp, the Armed Police Battalion raided the site. When the raid occurred at Chakmarkul Rohingya
Block-3 camp, Amtala mosque, the members escaped the dragnet. The police seized 72 pairs of sandals as evidence of the

botched meeting.

The ARSA members are mostly recruits from among the Rohingya refugees. They mostly raise funds from the Rohingya living

in Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates.

ARSA is the fledgling Rohingya militant group whose attacks on police posts across northern Rakhine State on August 25,
2017, provided an excuse for the Tatmadaw�s (Myanmar military) brutal ethnic cleansing campaign against the Rohingya that

prompted the region�s most severe refugee crisis. The exodus of more than one million Rohingya from the restive Rakhine State
has also brought ARSA supporters into Bangladesh, and have taken shelter in squalid refugee camps.

Explaining in a rare interview to the international media, Ataullah Abu Ammar Jununi, commonly known simply as Ataullah, the
supremo of ARSA said that their objective would be �open war� and �continued [armed] resistance� until �citizenship rights were

reinstated� of the Rohingya in Myanmar. Ataullah denied any links to the Islamic State or ISIS in his August 2017 video and

claimed he turned his back on support from Pakistani-based militants.

A security expert in Bangladesh explains that ARSA has ideological differences with other terror outfits and has reason to

distance itself from the transnational jihadist network, which would compel Bangladeshi security forces to move against them.

For obvious reasons, the global terror network�s footprint is absent in the region. The territory is too hot to handle, as some

experts explained, especially when India remains a threat to their physical presence. With dried ordinance, the mi itants were
unable to launch any large-scale skirmishes with Myanmar troops after August 2017.
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Please read our Comment Policy before posting

On the other hand, their hit-and-run tactics were significantly neutra ized after the Myanmar troops� crackdown on Rohingya

have trained their eyes and ears on their activities. The officials said ARSA is also known as Al Yakin  in the refugee camps,

and the militants prey on people.

They are responsible for a series of kidnaps, extortions, tortures, and

executions of suspects. The recruiters from sleeping-cells disseminate a
message that joining ARSA or �Al Yakin� is a Farj (a religious obligation).

However, ARSA remains focused on recruitment and indoctrination, followed by estab ishing small units and engaging in

rudimentary military training. One such session of recruits was in progress in the Amtala mosque ear ier this month.

The International Crisis Group, a conflict resolution nonprofit organization, claims that the network of members and supporters

in Bangladesh are fairly large. The cash-starved Al Yakin, the volunteer group of ARSA, is mostly responsible for gang war to
establish dominance over other non-militant groups in the camps.

Often, there is breaking news from Rohingya refugee camps -- of robbers, dacoits, and armed gangs killed in encounters with
anti-crime forces. The slain victims are radica ized Rohingya mi itants.

Despite that, ARSA�s name still commands a mix of cautious respect and fear among some in the Rohingya camps. The

members maintain a low profile to avoid confrontation with Bangladesh security forces.

For survival, the foot soldiers are engaged in providing armed escorts to cross-border smugglers and drug traders. ARSA�s

militancy capabilities remain poor due to strict surveillance by security agencies -- reducing ARSA into a toothless tiger.

LEAVE A COMMENT

RELATED NEWS

5 suspected Rohingya criminals detained
in Cox�s Bazar

Deal over UN's operational engagement in
Bhasan Char likely on Saturday

Asean discusses excluding Myanmar

junta chief from summit
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4/20/23, 12:18 PM Twitter files lawsuit against German online reporting rule | Reuters

https://www.reuters.com/technology/twitter-files-lawsuit-against-german-online-reporting-rule-2022-01-31/ 1/6

BERLIN, Jan 31 (Reuters) - Twitter (TWTR.N) has taken legal action against a rule, coming into force in Germany from

Tuesday, that obliges social media rms to block or delete criminal content quickly and report particularly serious criminal

offences to the police, a German court con rmed on Monday.

The lawsuit led at the administrative court in Cologne challenges a provision under Germany's expanded anti-hate

speech regulations that Twitter says allows user data to be passed to law enforcement before it is clear any crime has

been committed.

A Twitter logo is seen outside the company headquarters in San Francisco, California, U.S., January 11, 2021. REUTERS/Stephen Lam

2

2 minute read · January 31, 2022 6:17 PM GMT · Last Updated a year ago

Twitter les lawsuit against German online reporting rule
Reuters
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Facebook (FB.O) and Alphabet's (GOOGL.O) Google unit also led similar lawsuits in the summer. read more

"We are concerned that the law provides for a signi cant encroachment on citizens' fundamental rights," a Twitter

spokesperson said.

"In particular, we are concerned that the obligation to proactively share user data with law enforcement forces private

companies into the role of prosecutors by reporting users to law enforcement even when there is no illegal behaviour."

Advertisement · Scroll to continue

Germany enacted the anti-hate speech law in early 2018, making online social networks YouTube, Facebook (FB.O) and

Twitter responsible for policing and removing toxic content.

The law, which also required social networks to publish regular reports on their compliance, was widely criticised as

ineffective, and parliament in May passed legislation to toughen and broaden its application. read more

The new regulation is intended to help German law enforcement better target right-wing extremism and hate speech

online.
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TSMC expects Q2 sales drop as clients struggle to clear inventory

an hour ago

Technology

Huawei launches in-house software system after being cut off from US services

11:18 AM GMT+1

World at Work

Meta lays off tech teams, battering employee morale

April 19, 2023

Technology

China seeking Dutch space technology -military intelligence agency

April 19, 2023

More from Reuters

Reporting by Miranda Murray and Matthias Inverardi; Editing by Emelia Sithole-Matarise

Our Standards: The Thomson Reuters Trust Principles.

Newsletter | Daily.
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TODAY'S PAPER | APR L 30, 2023

Saleem Shahid | Published February 4, 2022

� 13 terrorists killed, seven security personnel martyred in fighting

� Operation still underway in Panjgur

QUETTA: Pakistan on Thursday blamed elements based in Afghanistan and India for attacks on

two security forces� installations in Balochistan even as troops continued an operation against

terrorists holding out in the Panjgur district.

FAISALABAD: People attend the funeral of a soldier who was martyred during a gun battle with terrorists in

Balochistan.�AP
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At least 13 terrorists were killed and seven security personnel, including an officer, martyred

during armed attacks on two security forces� camps in the Nushki and Panjgur districts, and

subsequent security operations against the attackers, the Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR)

said on Thursday.

In a statement regarding the attack, which was partly reported in Thursday�s paper, ISPR said that

after successfully repulsing attacks on Wednesday night, security forces carried out clearance

operations to hunt down the attackers hiding in the area, killing at least five terrorists.

Security forces claimed to have killed five attackers in Nushki, while four terrorists who were

trying to flee the area were engaged and killed in Panjgur. Four terrorists were killed on

Wednesday night.

The ISPR statement mentioned that according to their initial findings, intelligence agencies had

intercepted communications between terrorists and their handlers in Afghanistan and India.

According to the military, action is still ongoing in Panjgur where four to five terrorists have been

surrounded by security forces. The statement said that three soldiers and an officer were martyred

in the line of duty at Nushki, while four soldiers were injured and three others laid down their

lives in the fighting in Panjgur.

In a tweet on Thursday, Prime Minister Imran Khan paid tribute to the �brave security forces who

repulsed terrorist attacks against security forces� camps�, adding that: �The nation stands united

behind our security forces who continue to give great sacrifices to protect us�.

Condemning the attacks, Interior Minister Sheikh Rashid Ahmed also lauded the gallantry of the

brave men who had laid down their lives in the defence of their country, adding that Pakistan�s

Imran Khan
@ mranKh� · Follow

We salute our brave security forces
who repulsed terrorist attacks
against security forces' camps in
Panjgur & Naushki, Balochistan.
The nation stands united behind
our security forces who continue
to give great sacrifices to protect
us.

4:50 AM · Feb 3, 2022

21.4K Reply S�

Read 942 replies
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TBS Report

21 February, 2022, 10:30 am

Last modified: 21 February, 2022, 01:39 pm

Why Kolkata publishers deserve a place in Bangladeshi book fairs

Bangladesh gears up to establish joint business council with Saudi Arabia

PM Hasina leaves Doha for home

Embracing the modern: Evolution of furniture design in Bangladesh

Country's current economic state not alarming: Economist Azizul

SUPPLEMENT

RELATED NEWS

Saturday

March 11, 2023
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Languages of Bangladesh

non ehtnic minority languages
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Measures have been taken to include teachers from ethnic groups and texts in ethnic

languages   at the pre-primary school.

Chakma, Garo, Kokborok, Marma and Sadri.

Bangla

language of Bangladesh. Bengali Language Implementation Act, 1987 made it mandatory to

According to a 2011 census, Bengali is predominantly spoken by 98% of the country's

population and it also serves as the national language of the nation. 

Annex 450

216



Languages of Bangladesh | undefined

https://www.tbsnews.net/supplement/languages-bangladesh-373636[11/03/2023 16:27:41]

languages.

With approximately 228 million native speakers and another 37 million as second language

by total number of speakers in the world.

Bengali is also spoken by the Bengali diasporas (Bangladeshi diaspora and Indian Bengalis)

Measures have been taken to include teachers from Indigenous groups and texts in Indigenous

languages   at the pre-primary school.

namely Chakma, Garo, Kokborok, Marma and Sadri.

Chakma:

Chakma language is an Indo-Aryan language spoken by the Chakma and Daingnet people.
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The language has common features with other languages in the region like the Chittagonian,

Tanchangya, Arakanese and others.

another 230,000 in India, including 96,972 in Mizoram, Tripura and Arunachal Pradesh.

It is written using the Chakma script, which is also called Ajh  P h, sometimes romanised

Language family: Indo-European

An Indo-Aryan language by the Bishnupriya Manipuri people who live in Bangladesh.

elements of the Tibeto�Burman languages.

The Manipuri Bishnupriya or Bishnupriya Manipuri is an Indo-Aryan language spoken in

Division of Bangladesh, Burma, and other countries. It uses the Bengali script as its writing

The orthodox Bishnupriyas claim that they have their own script, that is, the Devanagari

script, which was used to write in the Bishnupriya language in its early years.

However, on introduction of modern education during the British period through the Bengali

language the Bishnupriya Manipuri writers began to use the Bengali�Assamese script.

79,600 in India (2011 census). Total users in all countries: 119,600.
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It is a recognised regional language of India per the Eighth Schedule of the Indian
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Indic scripts, and is now widely used to write Santali in India.

India by the Khasi people. It is also spoken by a sizable population in Bangladesh and Assam.

a sizable population of people living in Bangladesh, close to the Indian border.

Khasi is written using the Latin and Bengali-Assamese scripts. Both scripts are taught as part

of the compulsory Khasi language subject in elementary up to high school in Meghalaya and

Bangladesh respectively.

Garo:

Garo, also referred to by its endonym A·chikku, is a Sino-Tibetan language spoken in India in

is also spoken in certain areas of the neighbouring Bangladesh. According to the 2011 census,

Bangladesh.

Marma:
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There are currently about 3,50,00 Marma people in Bangladesh. Marma is

a member of the Lolo-Burmese branch of the TibetoBurman language family. It is spoken by

Mro /Mru:

Mru is also known as Mrung (Murung) that is a Sino-Tibetan language as well as called a

recognized language of Bangladesh. It is spoken by a community of Mros (Mrus) inhabiting

the Chittagong Hill Tracts of Bangladesh with a

population of 22,000 according to the 1991 census.
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Population by Ethnologue, Chittagong ranked 67th of the world.

Chittagonian. Lexical similarity: 43%�64% with Bangla.

varying with location from north to south and also by religion between Muslims (professed by

of vocabulary, whereas by location, grammar is varied as well as vocabulary.

It is variously perceived as either a dialect of Bengali or a language in its own right. While

Some incorrectly consider it as a "corrupt" form of Bengali, and there is a reported language
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around 10 million, with 1.5 million people's second language. Sylheti has a relatively large set

of loanwords from Arabic, Hindi and Persian. The Sylheti language is written in the Sylheti

vocabulary.

city as the capital.

Lakshmipur as well as some areas in Greater Comilla and southern Chittagong

parts of Tripura in India.

Though often considered a Bengali dialect, some have labelled it as undecipherable to

speakers of Standard Bengali and that it has a "vague" relationship with it.
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Many are bilingual in Bengali and Assamese in their respective regions. According to

speakers are around 15 million

 /  / Panorama
Bangladesh / language / Dialects

decisions are subjective. Published comments are readers� own views and The Business

Standard does not endorse any of the readers� comments.
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A view of a sign above the entrance of the Google of ce, ahead of presentation of the detailed investment plan for Germany, in Berlin, Germany, August
31, 2021. REUTERS/Annegret Hilse

BERLIN, March 1 (Reuters) - A German court ruled on Tuesday against a new law that obliges social media rms to block

or delete criminal content and report particularly serious offences to the police, handing a partial victory to complainants

Google (GOOGL.O) and Meta (FB.O).

Key provisions of the new anti-hate speech law, which allows user data to be passed to the police before it is clear a crime

has been committed, violate European Union law, the Administrative Court in Cologne said in a statement.

1 minute read · March 1, 2022 3:57 PM GMT · Last Updated a year ago

German court rules against online hate-speech law
Reuters
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Read Next

The 2018 law, which also required social networks to publish regular compliance reports, was widely criticised as

ineffective, and parliament passed legislation in May to toughen and broaden its application from February.

Meta, Twitter (TWTR.N) and Google, which runs the video-sharing site YouTube, had all taken legal action against the

expanded version of the rule, describing it as a violation of users' rights. read more

The parties involved can appeal against the ruling to the Muenster Higher Administrative Court, the Cologne court said.

Advertisement · Scroll to continue

Reporting by Matthias Inverardi; Writing by Zuzanna Szymanska Editing by Madeline Chambers

Our Standards: The Thomson Reuters Trust Principles.
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Militant Group
Responsible for
Rohingya
Advocate�s
Murder, Say
Bangladeshi
Police
The Bangladeshi police
have charged 29 people
with the killing of Mohib
Ullah last September.

ASEAN BEAT | POLITICS | SOUTHEAST ASIA

By Sebastian Strangio
June 15, 2022

Annex 453

237



4/29/23, 1:22 PM Militant Group Responsible for Rohingya Advocate�s Murder, Say Bangladeshi Police � The Diplomat

https:// hediplomat.com/2022/06/militant-group-responsible-for-rohingya-advocates-murder-say-bangladeshi-police/ 2/4

Bangladeshi police have accused the Arakan
Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA), a Islamic
Rohingya insurgent group, of ordering last
year�s murder of the Rohingya activist
Mohibullah, confirming fears of the group�s
reach within the refugee camps in
southeastern Bangladesh.

Mohibullah, the head of the Arakan Rohingya
Society for Peace and Human Rights (ARSPH),
was shot and killed by unidentified gunmen in
the Kutupalong refugee camp outside the town
of Cox�s Bazar last September.

The advocate�s family immediately suspected
the involvement of ARSA, an insurgent group
in Myanmar�s Rakhine State that is also active
in the refugee camps that are dotted around
Cox�s Bazar.

Yesterday, BenarNews published an article
quoting from a police report about the
murder, which pinned the assassination on
ARSA chief Ataullah Abu Ahmmar Jununi. The
report claimed that Ataullah was displeased
with Mohibullah�s growing popularity within
the camps, and that he believed the ARSPH
stood in the way of its operations.

Rohingya refugees participate in the funeral
procession of Mohib Ullah, an international
representative of ethnic Rohingya refugees,
in Kutupalong, Bangladesh, Thursday, Sept.
30, 2021.
Credit: AP Photo/Sha qur Rahman
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According to the police report, which was
submitted to a court in Cox�s Bazar district on
Monday, Bangladeshi police have charged 29
�rogues� with the killing, all of them ARSA
members, of whom 14 remain at large. ARSA
denies any involvement in Mohibullah�s
murder.

Enjoying this article? Click here to subscribe
for full access. Just $5 a month.

Kutupalong and the other camps around Cox�s
Bazar are home to around 1 million Muslim
Rohingya, most of whom fled Myanmar in
August 2017, when the Myanmar military
launched a brutal offensive in the northern
part of Rakhine State, razing villagers and
driving some 745,000 people into Bangladesh.
ARSA, whose attacks on Myanmar police
outposts provided the casus belli for the
Myanmar military�s �clearance operation� has
since become a dominant force in the loosely
policed refugee camps around Cox�s Bazar,
and is accused of running narcotics and
murdering political opponents.

The police report merely confirms what many
had suspected about ARSA�s involvement in
the killing of Mohibullah. Back in 2019,
Reuters reported that the advocate was facing
increasing opposition from militants and
religious conservatives within the camps,
including members of ARSA, which is also
known as Harakah al-Yaqin, �the movement of
the faith.� According to BenarNews, the police
report marks the first official admission by
Bangladeshi authorities that ARSA is present
within the refugee camps, something that it
had previously denied, despite all the evidence
to the contrary.

The murder was likely motivated in part by
disagreements over how best to advocate for
the Rohingya refugees. Whereas groups like
ARSPH favored incremental steps toward
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improving the condition in the camps and
working toward the voluntary repatriation of
Rohingya communities to Rakhine State, and
garnered considerable support from foreign
governments and international institutions as
a result, the ARSA advocated a harder line
toward the Myanmar government.

�Ataullah Abu Ahmmar Jununi could not
accept the leadership of Muhib Ullah,� the
report stated. �He asked Muhib Ullah to stop
the operation of his organization to promote
the repatriation of the Rohingya. But he did
not listen.�

The police report also suggests the possibility
that personal jealousies weighed into the
equation. According to the police report
quoted by BenarNews, Ataullah asked
Mohibullah to join ARSA and that he rejected
the offer. Another researcher has also pointed
to the possible past connections between
Mohibullah and ARSA, suggesting a larger
backstory to the grim occurrence.
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Five years after hundreds of thousands of Rohingya fled a brutal crackdown by 
Myanmar�s military, refugees stuck at camps in southeastern Bangladesh say they 
feel increasingly unsafe as ARSA rebels and armed criminal gangs are targeting 
community leaders for attack.

Mohammed Jubair, who is among those leaders, says the Arakan Rohingya 
Salvation Army has threatened him for his work as head of the Arakan Rohingya 
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Society for Peace and Human Rights (ARSPH). His group advocates for the 
repatriation of the refugees to their home villages and townships in Rakhine state, 
which lies across the border from Cox�s Bazar district.

�ARSA asked me to stop my work, otherwise they would kill me,� Jubair told 
BenarNews.

ARSA, formerly known as Al-Yaaqin, is the Rohingya insurgent group that launched 
coordinated deadly attacks on Burmese government military and police outposts in 
Rakhine that provoked the crackdown, which began on Aug. 25, 2017, and forced 
close to three-quarters of a million people to seek shelter in Bangladesh.

The United Nations and United States have since labeled the mass killings, 
burnings and rape allegedly committed by government forces and militiamen at 
Rohingya villages as a genocide.

Jubair took over as head of the ARSPH after the September 2021 assassination 
of Muhib Ullah, the society�s previous director, who had drawn international 
atte tion to the refugees� plight and visited the White House in Washington.

For y e 2017 exodus into Cox�s Bazar, Bangladeshi government 
officia had a foothold or presence in the sprawling camps, 
which ees near the frontier with Myanmar. But that 
changed up of gunmen and other attacks that 
followed

In a repor eader Ataullah 
Abu Ahmmar Jununi had ordered Ullah assassinated because he was more 
po

Juba ed ARSA for killing Rohingya leaders who call for refugees to 
repatr Rakhine state. He said that while ARSA claimed that its members 
were wo to �defend and protect� Rohingya against state repression in 
Myanmar  wouldn�t flinch in attacking refugees.

�ARSA never rates any Rohingya who are not part of their group,� he said.
�They want to sure their domination everywhere.�

Since the govern ent confirmed ARSA�s existence in the camps following Ullah�s 
killing, thousands f Rohingya leaders and volunteers have joined police on 
nightly patrols.

Still, violence goes on. Six Rohingya were killed at their madrassa at the Balukhali 
camp less than a month after Muhib Ullah�s murder and volunteers with safety 
patrols say ARSA targets them for sharing information about crime in the camps.
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Security volunteer Mohammad Harun said ARSA wanted to make the madrassa a
base camp, but madrassa chief Maulana Akiz did not agree and, as a result, was
among the six killed.

�No one is safe from ARSA. In the camps where ARSA members stay, people are
afraid to go out even during the day,� Harun told BenarNews.

Since the unprecedented exodus into southeastern Bangladesh, not a single
Rohingya refugee has been repatriated, and the prospect of Rohingya going home
to Rakhine is further complicated by post-coup violence in what is now junta-
ruled Myanmar.

Now, five years on, Rohingya say they feel trapped because they have little
freedom of movement in the camps and are largely barred from leaving their
camps� confines. About 27,400 others were transferred to Bhashan Char, an island
in the Bay of Bengal where the Bangladesh government built housing for about
100,000 of the refugees. Those on the island have complained about being unable
to leave to visit family members in the mainland camps.

Noting the five-year anniversary, the United Nations Special Rapporteur on the
situation of human rights in Myanmar called on the �international community to
redouble its efforts to hold perpetrators accountable and deliver justice to the
Rohingya inside and outside Myanmar.

�It is long past time for the entirety of the international community to call these
attacks what they are � genocide. The Myanmar military has yet to be held to
account for this ultimate crime,� Tom Andrews said in a news release issued on
Wednesday, the eve of the anniversary.

�It is critical that, once and for all, the international community hold the
Myanmar military accountable for its atrocities,� Andrews said.

Rohingya killed in camps

Police have said at least 121 Rohingya have been killed in the last five years at
different camps in and around Cox�s Bazar, while 414 ARSA members have been
arrested since Ullah�s killing.

Mohammad Kamran Hossain, additional superintendent of the 8th Armed Police
Battalion, did not release details about ARSA�s presence in the camps.

�We are conducting drives to prevent crimes inside the Rohingya camps and root
out the criminal groups including so-called ARSA,� he told BenarNews.

Hossain said about 11,000 Rohingya volunteers join police in patrolling the camps
each night, adding that many of the volunteers are being victimized because of
their efforts to alert police to ARSA activities
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their efforts to alert police to ARSA activities.

Still, the patrols are having a positive effect in the camps.

�The activities of the criminals are being hindered due to the active role of the
Majhi [Rohingya leader] and volunteers in the camp. That is why rebel groups are
angry and attack them,� Hossain said, adding no one involved in crimes against
Rohingya would be exempt from prosecution.

BenarNews was unable to contact ARSA leaders for a comment in response to the
allegations.

�In fear� at every moment

Human rights activists described the Rohingya leaders as educated people
working for repatriation and against illegal drug dealings and other criminal
activities.

�Many educated Rohingya leaders were already being killed by terrorists.
Especially after the killing of Muhib Ullah, many English-speaking Rohingya
leaders have become silent while few are active because of risks to their lives,�
Khin Mong, founder of the Rohingya Youth Association and a resident of the
Unchiprang camp in Cox�s Bazar, told BenarNews.
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Khin said he uses a pseudonym because of security concerns. While Ullah�s killing
shocked the world, ARSA had already killed other pro-repatriation leaders
because the rebels sought to establish their leadership in the camps, Khin said.

�All of us who are working in favor of repatriation and against various crimes in
the camps, including drug and human trafficking, are in fear of losing our lives
every moment,� Khin said.

Khin said pro-repatriation Rohingya leaders who were killed included Maulana
Abdullah of the Jamtoli camp and Arif Ullah of the Balukhali camp in 2018;
Mulovi Hasim in the Kutupalong camp and Abdul Matlab in the Leda camp in
2019; and Shawkat Ali in Kutupalong�s Lambasia camp in May 2021.

He said the victims� families blamed ARSA for the killings.

Meanwhile, the executive director of Ain-O-Salish Kendra, the nation�s leading
human rights organization, questioned law enforcers� efforts to protect Rohingya.

�The level of risk for potential Rohingya leaders is increasing because the
position of criminals is constantly strong in the camp area,� Nur Khan Liton told
BenarNews.

He noted that the closure of the ARSPH office and restrictions on the
organization�s leaders after Ullah�s killing had added to the dangers faced by
Rohingya.

ARSPH leader Jubair wrote to the U.N. refugee agency (UNHCR) last month,
informing it about the risks that he and his family face, according to a copy of the
letter obtained by BenarNews.

Along with Jubair, 17 Christian Rohingya families who have been in transit camps
since January 2020 because of a reported ARSA attack sent a letter to UNHCR
requesting protection.

�Authorities later rebuilt our houses, but we are still living here in a transit camp
due to fear of ARSA,� Saiful Islam Peter, one of 76 Christian Rohingya, told
BenarNews.

Regina de la Portilla, a spokeswoman for UNHCR in Cox�s Bazar, told BenarNews
that it was providing support to Rohingya Christians, just as it supports all of the
refugees in the camps.

�The Government of Bangladesh is responsible for ensuring safety and security
for the Rohingya refugees and Bangladeshis living nearby, and so it is per their
guidelines that refugees may move between and outside the camps,� she said.

Teachers threatened
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Observers noted that teachers, including Jubair, are facing their own threats from
ARSA.

Rahmat Ullah, a teacher not related to Muhib Ullah who lives with his family at
the Balukhali camp, was forced to leave Rakhine state because of his profession.
Security volunteer Mohammad Harun said Rahmat Ullah was facing death and
kidnapping threats here as well.

Asif Munir, an immigration and refugee affairs analyst, said the government
must take some responsibility for the killings of Rohingya and other criminal
activity in the camps.

�The authorities should be careful in this regard as the volunteers and organizers
are now known enemies to rebel groups,� Munir told BenarNews.

Munir, who used to work as an official with the International Organization for
Migration, said he was aware that many Rohingya youths hide from their camp
homes at night because armed groups including ARSA can pressure or threaten
them to join.
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A criminology and police science professor, meanwhile, expressed concern about
a lack of coordination among security enforcers at the camps.

�The traditional policing will not work at Rohingya camps. The police should
discuss with the people who are at risk or vulnerable,� Md. Omar Faruk told
BenarNews.

�There is a kind of conflict between the privileged and disadvantaged Rohingya
in the camps. Many Rohingya feel they are better off here than in Rakhine, while
educated Rohingya with better status think they will be better off if they go back,�
said Faruk of the Mawlana Bhashani Science and Technology University.
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Terror attacks surge in parts of Yemen despite truce
brokered by UN

The ongoing truce went into force on April 2 and was renewed for twomonths on June 2,

and then extended for another 60 days on August 2

IANS Sanaa

Photo: Twitter

3 min read Last Updated Sep 07 2022 | 8 48 AM IST

The number of attacks carried out by terror groups against the pro-government

southern troops surged in various areas of the war-torn Yemen despite a recent truce

brokered by the UN.

In the turbulent southern province of Abyan, militants of the Yemen-based Al Qaeda

branch launched a large-scale attack and targeted a checkpoint manned by the newly-

recruited Security Belt forces in the coastal district of Ahwar.

Follow Us

Home E-paper Market Opinion India News Industry Sports Multimedia Portfolio Sp Subscribe Now
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"The Al Qaeda militants used heavy weapons including grenades and attacked the

southern Security Belt forces from di erent directions, killing at least 21 soldiers and

injuring others," an o cial of Abyan's local government told Xinhua news agency on

Tuesday.

The troops stationed in the area responded promptly following the attack and engaged

in intense clashes with the terrorists, leaving eight of them killed, he added.

Hours after the attack, units of the local troops carried out a clearance operation

targeting terrorists in the area, according to the o cial.

In a separate incident, a high-rankingmilitary commander of the Southern Transitional

Council (STC) was gunned down by a sniper of the Iran-backed Houthi rebel militia in

the neighboring southern province of Lahj.

"Hadar Al-Shawahity, commander of the 4thmilitary division, was inspecting his

forces stationed in Yafea's frontline when a Houthi sniper targeted him along with his

bodyguards despite the ongoing truce," said an o cial of the Aden-based STC.

"The coordinated treacherous attacks targeting our forces across the southern areas will

not deter us from continuing out ghting against terror groups including the Houthis

and the Muslim Brotherhood-a liated elements."

The ongoing truce went into force on April 2 and was renewed for twomonths on June 2,

and then extended for another 60 days on August 2.

Although the truce has largely been upheld, a surge in terrorist attacks on the southern

security forces in Yemen has recently been witnessed, as the country's newly-formed

Presidential Leadership Council (PLC) backed by the Saudi Arabia-led coalition began

deploying forces in the country's oil-rich province of Shabwa and other neighbouring

areas.

Also Read

Iran welcomes UN-backed two-month renewal of nationwide
truce in Yemen

Troubled tim
more freque
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News | Rohingya

Two Rohingya camp leaders killed in Bangladesh
Police spokesman Faruk Ahmed says the two Rohingya leaders were killed at Camp

13 in one of the worst attacks in recent months.

A Rohingya refugee camp in Cox's Bazar, Bangladesh [File: Showkat Sha/Al Jazeera]

A mob of a dozen people hacked to death two Rohingya community leaders in

Bangladesh as security worsens in camps housing almost one million

refugees.

Police spokesman Faruk Ahmed said the Rohingya leaders were killed late on

Saturday at Camp 13, calling it one of the worst attacks in recent months.

16 Oct 2022

LIVE

Annex 456

257



5/10/23, 2:01 AM Two Rohingya camp leaders killed in Bangladesh | Rohingya News | Al Jazeera

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/10/16/two-rohingya-camp-leaders-killed-in-bangladesh 2/9

KEEP READING

�More than a dozen Rohingya miscreants hacked Maulvi Mohammad Yunus,

38, who is the head majhi of Camp 13. They also killed Mohammad Anwar,

38, another majhi. Yunus died on the spot and Anwar died at a hospital,� said

Ahmed.

�Majhi� is a term for a Rohingya camp leader.

A senior officer of an elite police unit tasked with security in the camps

blamed the killings on the Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA), an

armed group fighting the military in Myanmar.

�These are targeted killings by ARSA. The internal clashes in Myanmar are

impacting the security situation in the camps,� he said, speaking on condition

of anonymity.

The squalid settlements have seen escalating violence in recent months, with

gangs trying to assert control over drug trafficking and intimidate the refu-

gees� civilian leadership through killings and abductions.

Tensions as Bangladesh accuses Myanmar of ring in its territory

A rare look inside Bangladesh�s island camp for Rohingya refugees

At least three women die after Rohingya boat sinks off Bangladesh

Meta owes Rohingya reparations for Myanmar violence, says Amnesty
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�They killed my uncle�

Bangladesh has housed Rohingya refugees in a vast sprawl of camps since

they fled a military crackdown in Myanmar in 2017 that is now the subject of

a genocide investigation at the United Nations top court.

Gangs have long fought turf wars for control of the drug trade, centred on

�yaba� methamphetamine pills, but the police chief of the Bangladeshi district

of Cox�s Bazar said there was an escalation taking place.

�In the last three months alone at least 14 Rohingyas were murdered in the

camps. The number of murders in the camp has increased compared to last

year,� Mahfuzul Islam said.

Catch up on our coverage of the region, all in one place.

E-mail address

Sign up for Al Jazeera

Week in the Middle East
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A Rohingya community leader and a nephew of one of those killed also

blamed ARSA for the murders.

�ARSA killed my uncle last night. My uncle used to tell them not to deal in

drugs. He would supervise voluntarily patrolling in the camps. They killed my

uncle,� the nephew said, asking to remain anonymous out of fear for his

safety.

ARSA has not publicly commented on Saturday�s killings.

Several of its members earlier this year were charged over the murder of top

Rohingya leader Mohib Ullah in September last year. ARSA has denied its

involvement.

The assassination sent shockwaves through the sprawling border settlements

that house hundreds of thousands of stateless Rohingya refugees who fled a

violent crackdown in neighbouring Myanmar.

The killing of Ullah, who had been received at the White House by then-

President Donald Trump, also sparked a major crackdown by Bangladeshi au-

thorities, with at least 8,000 suspected ARSA members arrested.
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LISTEN TO THESE PODCASTS

From: The Inside Story Podcast

Can the Rohingya ever hope for an end to
their statelessness?
The United Nations is appealing for nearly $900 million to help
Rohingya who've ed to Bangladesh from their native Myanm...

From: The Inside Story Podcast

What does the future hold for the Rohingya?
A re at one of the world's largest refugee camps has brought new focus on the plight
of the Rohingya. They've been stuck...
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Arsa presence at rohingya camps: 
Everybody knows Few dare speak

"ARSA operatives are engaged in a wide array of crimes in the camps 
� The Rohingyas know their faces but they are too afraid to say 
anything publicly."

� Habib Ullah brother of Mohib Ullah

All the 34 Rohingya camps in Cox's Bazar have become hubs of organised and 
cross-border crimes. And it is the Arakan Rohingya Solidarity Army (ARSA) that 
is behind it all, say Rohingyas and intelligence sources.

For all latest news, follow The Daily Star's Google News channel.

Out to make the refugee camps its stronghold, the armed group is cashing in on lax 
law enforcement and the misery of the refugees.

After the killing of Rohingya leader Mohib Ullah and the six Rohingya men in 
October, the ARSA tightened its clutches even further, and the camp dwellers 
appear to have resigned themselves to fate: Fear and plight are not going to cease 
stalking them anytime soon.

"ARSA operatives are engaged in a wide array of crimes in the camps. They take 
absolute control of the camps at nighttime. The Rohingyas know their faces but 
they are too afraid to say anything publicly," Habib Ullah, brother of Mohib Ullah, 
told The Daily Star.

Echoing him, Noor Mohammad, another refugee, said the ARSA controls 
everything, from drug trafficking to extorting to hoarding relief goods. "There is no 
one to confront them and now they have established a tight grip on the camps."

However, the government and law enforcers maintain that the Rohingya insurgent 
group does not exist in Bangladesh and that some criminals might have falsely 
identified themselves as ARSA operatives to intimidate the general refugees.

"There is no ARSA presence in the camps. Those who say otherwise should be 
identified. It's a blatant lie. They have an evil agenda to portray the Rohingyas as 
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criminals," said Naimul Haque, commander of 14th Armed Police Battalion 
(APBn), which is in charge of law enforcement at a portion of tRohingya camps. 

The Rohingyas need to go out of the camps for medical purposes and to receive 
relief goods, he said. "Some of them take advantage of this and engage in drug 
dealing. We even recovered yaba even from their stomach." 

Former foreign secretary Touhid Hossain believes that one of the reasons why the 
government officials refute the existence of ARSA in Cox's Bazar is for the interest 
of the repatriation of refugees. "As far as I know, Myanmar says there are many 
terrorists among Rohingyas and the country doesn't want to take them back. But 
Bangladesh maintains that there is no ARSA in the camps." 

Prof Shahab Enam Khan of Jahangirnagar University's Department of International 
Relations said external forces that are against Rohingya repatriation are backing 
the insurgent group. 

On August 25, 2017, ARSA claimed responsibility for attacks on police posts 
across northern Rakhine. The Myanmar military used the attacks as a pretext for 
carrying out a massive clampdown on Rohingyas, resulting in the region's most 
severe refugee crisis in decades. 

Rohingya sources believe ARSA members killed Mohib Ullah and the six others to 
thwart the repatriation process and to send out a message of their strength as they 
seek to be a party to formal repatriation talks. 

Besides drugs and human trafficking, extortion is a major source of money for the 
ARSA men. 

They make around 15,000 shops pay them every week. Rohingya sources said 
there are around 500 madrasas in the camps. Most of the madrasas are controlled 
by an associate body of ARSA known as the Ulama Council. 

The other influential group is Islami Mahas, which used to be controlled by Mohib 
Ullah. 

Islami Mahas is against all sorts of criminal activities and in favour of repatriation 
while the Ulama Council controls drugs and human trafficking. 

Since the assassination of Mohib Ullah, more than 250 Rohingyas were arrested on 
criminal charges. At least 114 of them claim to be ARSA men, APBn officers said. 
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This correspondent talked to several dozen Rohingyas and their community leaders 
over the last few weeks. They spoke about ARSA on the condition of anonymity, 
as they fear reprisal by the group. 

They said a huge number of ARSA members are agents of Myanmar and they get 
regular patronage from the Myanmar military. 

"The ARSA operatives are working against repatriation as an agent of the 
Myanmar administration," said a community leader. 

ARSA members claimed to be fighting for the rights of the Rohingyas and many 
commoners trusted them initially. But now the Rohingyas believe that ARSA is 
working as the agent of the Myanmar government and obstructing their return to 
their homeland, said many of the Rohingyas. 

"The situation is so frightening that we cannot say publicly that we want to return 
to our home. Those who are talking about repatriation are being killed," said 
another community leader. 

Popular leaders like the late Mohib Ullah, Arif Ullah, Abdur Rahim, Noor Alam, 
Hamid Ullah, and around 50 other Rohingya leaders have been killed since 2017. 
Family members of the assassinated leaders went into hiding fearing for their lives. 

"ARSA is a terrorist organisation of the Myanmar government. They staged this 
drama and pushed one million Rohingyas to Bangladesh. Now they are trying to 
create obstacles to repatriation," said a Rohingya man in Balukhali camp. 

Major General (Retd) ANM Muniruzzaman, president of Bangladesh Institute of 
Peace and Security Studies (BIPSS), said the problem stems from various criminal 
activities and there is a growing nexus between criminal operatives in drug 
smuggling, small arms smuggling, and human trafficking. 

WHAT IS ARSA? 

ARSA, which operates in Rakhine state in northern Myanmar, grabbed 
international attention in 2016 when it attacked three police outposts in the 
Maungdaw and Rathedaung townships in Myanmar, killing nine officers. 

ARSA leader Ataullah Abu Amar Jununi defended the attack and said that there 
have been various crimes and atrocities committed against the Rohingya for over 
75 years, reported BBC. 
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He said ARSA carried out the attack to send a message that if the violence is not 
stopped, the ARSA has the right to defend itself. It said they are fighting on behalf 
of more than a million Rohingyas, who have been denied the most basic rights, 
including citizenship. 

The Myanmar authorities said that the ARSA members are Muslim terrorists who 
want to impose Islamic rule. 

The International Crisis Group (ICG) in a report in 2016 said the group was led by 
Rohingya people living in Saudi Arabia. The ICG says ARSA's leader is Ata Ullah, 
who was born in Pakistan and raised in Saudi Arabia. 

Although there are confusions about the location of Ataullah, Rohingyas believe 
that he lives in Arakan and he keeps regular contact with his followers from there. 

Former foreign secretary Touhid Hossain said, "My opinion is that ARSA has been 
working for the Myanmar military all along. I have also expressed this on a 
number of occasions. I think Bangladesh should take this line rather than deny 
what is obvious. It should take the bull by the horns." 

Prof Shahab Enam Khan of Jahangirnagar University's Department of International 
Relations said ARSA is a dubious outfit that fits more within a criminal profile 
than an ideology-oriented entity. 

"It has morphed itself as a Rohingya brand with the backing of external forces not 
supportive of repatriation of the Rohingyas. One newly emerged entity can't be a 
reason for Tatmadaw to embark on terminal cleaning of the Rohingyas that 
resulted in the expulsion of nearly a million Burmese people to Bangladesh. It's 
common sense." 

Prof Khan, who works on the Rohingya issue, said the Myanmar narrative 
continues to label this dubious group as an extremist entity. Many fall into this 
narrative trap and find ARSA as an ideological representative of the Rohingyas, he 
added. 

"The Tatmadaw discourse then aims to create an Islamophobic narrative which has 
its own appeal among vested interest groups. Hence, the ARSA actors that the 
Rohingyas see in the camps are multiple groups of thugs competing for resources 
under an ideological branding, more like using a franchise model of business, and 
therefore, serving the purpose against national and regional security and stability." 

The IR professor said a very small segment of Rohingyas may endorse ARSA 
activities out of ignorance, but it should not be seen as a generalised phenomenon. 
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Kutupalong (Bangladesh) (AFP) � Rohingya refugee Noor Kamal found a sympathetic

welcome in Bangladesh when he fled the soldiers rampaging through his village --

but five years later, the hostility he now faces has left him pondering a dangerous

return home.

Much has changed in the time since he and 750,000

other members of the stateless Muslim minority

escaped neighbouring Myanmar, the survivors of a

horrific crackdown now subject to a UN genocide

probe.

Back then, thousands of Bangladeshis, outraged by

the anti-Muslim violence across the border, trekked

from across the country to distribute food and medicine

to the shell-shocked arrivals.

But public attitudes have hardened after years of

fruitless efforts to negotiate a safe return for the

Rohingya, with media outlets and politicians regularly condemning refugees as drug runners and

terror threats.

"There is so much hatred among local people and the press here that I worry it may trigger

violence at any time," Kamal told AFP from his home in Bangladesh's sprawling border relief

camps.

"It's better we return home even if it means we have to face bullets. If we die, at least we will be

buried in our motherland."

Bangladesh has struggled to support the immense refugee population -- while there is financial

assistance from the UN refugees body and other humanitarian organisations, Dhaka still faces

huge administrative challenges in hosting the camps.

Bangladesh has struggled to support the sprawling refugee camps, despite financial assistance Munir uz Zaman AFP

Last year's military coup in Myanmar has made the prospects of a wholesale return even more

remote.

ADVERTISING
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Last month, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina said the Rohingya camps had become both a deep

burden on her country's economy and a threat to its political stability.

"If the problem persists... it may affect the security and stability of the entire region," she told the

UN General Assembly in New York.

'Bringing shame to Bangladesh'

Resentment is widespread among Bangladeshis living near the camps, who say the Rohingya

have outstayed their welcome.

"They are bringing shame to Bangladesh," Ayasur Rahman, the spokesman of a local civil society

group campaigning against the Rohingya's presence, told AFP.

"They should be sent to Myanmar immediately," he said, accusing refugees of "snatching our jobs

(and) stealing our passports".

Critics of the status quo like Ayasur Rahman (C), say it's time to send the Rohingya back to Myanmar Munir uz Zaman AFP

Critical commentary on security issues in the camps and their burden on public resources has also

become a running feature of local media reportage.

In August, on the fifth anniversary of the crackdown that sparked the Rohingya exodus from

Myanmar, a popular online news portal ran an opinion article asking: "How long will Bangladesh be

punished for its benevolence?"

Another local media headline likened the presence of the Rohingya to a "cancerous tumour".

Negative media portrayals of the Rohingya have become so rampant that they caught the attention

of former UN rights chief Michelle Bachelet, who toured the country in August as one of her final

acts in office.

"I am very worried about increasing anti-Rohingya rhetoric in Bangladesh, stereotyping and

scapegoating Rohingya as the source of crime and other problems," she said at the time.

'It is very hurtful'
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Refugees acknowledge that violence and criminal activity exist within the Kutupalong camp

network -- though it is the Rohingya themselves who are its chief victims.

The Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA), an Islamist militant group that has clashed with

Myanmar's army in the past, has sought to entrench its control over the camps -- even murdering

civil society leaders that could challenge its authority.

Refugees acknowledge there is crime in the camps, but say the Rohingya are the chief victims Munir uz Zaman AFP

Southern Bangladesh is also a hotspot for the regional methamphetamine trade originating in

Myanmar, and Rohingya are often recruited as drug couriers for the influential local kingpins who

control distribution networks.

The trade predates the 2017 Rohingya influx, but refugees say they have been largely blamed for

the spread of drugs in Bangladesh, and condemned as criminals regardless of their involvement.

"Out of a million people, there are a handful of bad apples, but that doesn't justify calling the entire

refugee community criminal," Rohingya refugee Abdul Mannan told AFP.

"It is very hurtful how we are being portrayed."

This year, a stuttering economy has saddled Bangladeshis with rising food prices and lengthy

nationwide blackouts that have occasionally sparked violent protests.

Bangladesh also suffered its worst flooding in living memory during the latest monsoon, with

millions of homes inundated and numerous villages cut off from the rest of the country.

The resulting hardships have helped erode the charitable sentiment that once compelled

Bangladeshis to flock to the camps and offer help to refugees.

Bangladesh's own struggles have contributed to hardening sentiments against the Rohingya Munir uz zaman AFP

"The compassion that was demonstrated in 2017 and subsequent years has dwindled. It has been

replaced with xenophobic rhetoric," said Ali Riaz, a professor of political science at Illinois State

University who has written extensively on the Rohingya crisis.

"Fear and hatred are the key features," he told AFP. "Unfortunately, these are not in short supply."

Annex 458

274



275



276



5/7/23, 2:15 PM Bangladesh police crack down on criminals inside Rohingya camps � Radio Free Asia

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/camp_crackdown-10312022160550.html 1/5

Annex 459

277



5/7/23, 2:15 PM Bangladesh police crack down on criminals inside Rohingya camps � Radio Free Asia

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/camp_crackdown-10312022160550.html 2/5

Bangladesh police captured dozens of suspects after launching a crackdown in
Cox�s Bazar refugee camps this weekend against armed criminal groups linked to
a wave of killings targeting Rohingya, officials said Monday.

Lawlessness by armed Rohingya groups has increased in the sprawling camps
amid recent unrest across the border in Myanmar�s Rakhine state, law enforcers
and refugee community leaders said, with one police official even saying that
Rohingya militants were using the camps as a safe haven.
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At least five dozen suspects � all of them Rohingya � have been arrested since
authorities began �Operation Root Out� on Friday, an official with the Armed
Police Battalion (APBn) confirmed to BenarNews, an RFA-affiliated online news
service.

The police launched the operation in response to killings of Rohingya that have
struck fear among many in the refugee community of about 1 million, claiming at
least 40 Rohingya lives since the start of 2022, according to police records.

�Fights have been going on between the junta army and a group for about 2½
months in Myanmar near the border with Bangladesh. For this reason, some
Rohingya terrorists from the neighboring country have entered into Bangladesh
and taken refuge in the refugee camps where they created unrest,� Md. Faruk
Ahmed, a battalion assistant superintendent, told BenarNews.

�A total of 60 criminals have been arrested in two rounds of the drive,� he said.

Ahmed said 41 suspects were arrested on Saturday and 19 more Sunday night into
Monday, adding that police would continue to arrest suspects.

�Out of the 19 people arrested in the operation, 12 are accused of robbery and
seven are accused in other cases,� Faruk said.

Alleged members of the Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA), a Rohingya
insurgent group, have been observed targeting night watch security volunteers
and community leaders in recent attacks at the camps.

Nine Rohingya, including a child, have been killed in suspected ARSA attacks this
month alone, according to police and camp leaders.

Panic in camps

Rohingya, especially the camp leaders who have been pushing for repatriation to
their home villages in Myanmar, said the recent attacks have terrorized the
refugee population.

�I can�t explain to you what kind of fear I am in right now. There are three to four
Majhis (Rohingya community leaders) here who enter the police camp every day
after Asr prayers and leave in the morning. This is how our days are going,� said a
Majhis in camp No. 9 in Balukhali who asked to remain anonymous over security
concerns.

�Now not only ARSA, but some other groups including the Nabi Hossain Group,
Munna Group and RSO [the Rohingya Solidarity Organization] are active in the
camps. They are the ones who are causing the killings,� he said.

Another Rohingya leader blamed ARSA for killings and other crime in the camps.
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�Although there are several groups in the Rohingya camps, ARSA is responsible 
for these crimes aimed at establishing absolute dominance in the camps,� Master 
Shafi Ullah, 50, a leader of the Arakan Rohingya Society for Peace and Human 
Rights in the Balukhali Camp, told BenarNews.

He said the ARSA members oppose Rohingya returning to Myanmar, so they are 
attacking and, in some cases, killing those who are pushing for repatriation.

�Everybody is afraid of what danger could befall them,� he said.

Myanmar apologizes

Meanwhile on Sunday, Myanmar Border Guard Police (BGP) officials expressed 
regret about recent firing along the border of Bangladesh, a Border Guard 
Bangladesh (BGB) official said after a five-hour meeting in Teknaf, a sub-district of 
Cox�s Bazar.

BGB regional commanding officer Lt. Col. Sheikh Khalid Muhammad Iftekhar said 
the Myanmar officials promised that the shelling would stop. Col. Cao Na Yan
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Show led the seven-member Myanmar delegation.
�We agreed to help each other in any need. We have also decided to work together 
to protect the bordering people on both sides,� he said.

Massive gunfire and shelling erupted along the border between Myanmar troops 
and members of the Arakan Army, another insurgent group in Rakhine state.

On Aug. 28, two shells fired by Myanmar landed in Bangladesh territory, leading 
officials in Dhaka to file a strong protest and summon the Myanmar ambassador.
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Targeted Killings
Spread Terror in
Rohingya
Refugee Camps
Both Bangladesh police
and Rohingya accuse the
militant group ARSA of
conducting a campaign of
terror and crime in the
refugee camps.

FEATURES | SECURITY | SOUTHEAST ASIA

By Tanbirul Miraj Ripon
November 15, 2022
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Elite police in Bangladesh launched a
crackdown named �Operation Root Out� after
targeted killings spiked in Rohingya camps.
Police have arrested at least 90 Rohingya
refugees, including 24 who were directly
involved in the murders. Last October, six
Rohingya community leaders and a child were
killed in the camp, allegedly by the Myanmar-
based armed organization Arakan Rohingya
Salvation Army (ARSA).

Farouk Ahmed, spokesperson of the Armed
Police Battalion in charge of the camp�s
security (APBN-8), told The Diplomat, �There
were seven murders last month, so we started
a crackdown named �Operation Root Out.�
Under that operation, we have arrested
around 90 Rohingya who were involved in last
month�s murders.�

He added, �ARSA is involved in these murders,
and they are responsible for these murders�
ARSA comes here from Myanmar and targets
civil Rohingya leaders who work on
repatriation.� In addition to murder, Ahmed
claimed ARSA was involved in �murder,

In this Sept. 30, 2021, le photo, a grave is
being prepared to bury Mohibullah, an
international representative of ethnic
Rohingya refugees, at the Rohingya refugee
camp in Kutupalong, Bangladesh.
Credit: AP Photo/ Sha qur Rahman
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extortion, kidnapping, drug peddling, and
human trafficking� in the camps.�

Militants of �the Islamic Mahad [another
militant group] or ARSA enter the Rohingya
camps and create conflict and chaos. They all
are terrorists. We have started the crackdown
to stabilize the order in the camp,� he said.

In the last four months, at least 20 Rohingya
have been killed, mostly Rohingya community
leaders. Bangladesh Police arrested at least
900 Rohingya terrorists from the camp in the
previous six months.

Enjoying this article? Click here to subscribe
for full access. Just $5 a month.

John Quinley III, an expert on human rights
with Fortify Rights, confirmed to The Diplomat
that leaders in the refugee camps have been
killed in targeted attacks by non-state actors in
the last few weeks.

�Our team at Fortify Rights has received
reports, including photographic evidence from
the aftermath of some of the killings that have
taken place. Over the years, there have been
killings, abductions, torture, and threats from
non-state actors against Rohingya refugees,
including human rights defenders.�

In 2017, ARSA attacked Myanmar Army
security posts. The Myanmar army used that
as a pretext to wage a bloody campaign
against the Rohingya in Rakhine state, which
the United States and United Nations have
declared to be a genocide. To save their lives,
740,000 Rohingya fled Myanmar and took
shelter in Bangladesh�s southeastern Cox�s
Bazar district. The number of Rohingya
refugees has increased to 920,000 in five years.
These Rohingya are living in refugee camps in
Bangladesh with limited livelihood rights.

On the night of October 26, a Rohingya named
Mohammad Jasim was taken from his home
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and brutally killed. He lived in the Balukhali
refugee camp in Ukhia.

Jasim�s wife, Sophia Khatun (20), narrated how
ARSA killed her husband before her eyes.

Now Sophia despairs over her future and that
of her children. �We took refuge in Bangladesh
to live in peace, to escape the persecution of
the Myanmar army. ARSA has destroyed all my
means of survival. We got married in

After Jasim entered the house and sat
down to eat rice, five masked armed
men broke the door and entered the
house with hammers and sticks. As
soon as they saw my husband, they
started saying, �We have been looking
for you for a long time; we have found
you today. Today your death is
inevitable.� Armed terrorists were
abusing Jasim, beating him. My
husband hugged my mother and me,
begging to be saved.

That night, about 60 Arakan Rohingya
Salvation Army terrorists surrounded
our house, all wearing masks. No
Rohingya neighbors helped us. As I
screamed, they hit my forehead hard
with weapons, and I got an injury on
my forehead. They also beat my brother
with a stick. ARSA took my husband to
the street near our house and brutally
shot him dead after some scuffling with
us.

ARSA terrorists killed my husband in
front of my eyes. I asked them what my
husband did wrong, and they said my
husband was a traitor. The ARSA
commander ordered us to kill him. He
opposed ARSA�s work� ARSA brutally
killed my husband.
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December 2017. Now I am a widow. I have two
children. He was a daily laborer.�

ARSA, formerly known as Al-Yaqin, is not only
killing people in the camps but is also accused
of rape, extorting money from Rohingya to
buy weapons, forcing Rohingya to join ARSA,
and human trafficking. ARSA�s name comes up
first in cases of smuggling and gun fights with
opposing militant groups. ARSA has become a
name of terror for the Rohingya in the camp. It
particularly seems to target Rohingya working
for eventual repatriation to Myanmar.

Abdul Malek (a pseudonym), aged 40, told The
Diplomat, �My daughter works in an NGO. We
have to pay ARSA 2,000 ($19.53) taka per
month� With this money, they will buy
weapons and fight against the Myanmar army.

�We didn�t listen to them; one day, my
daughter was picked up by the ARSA terrorists
on her way back from the office. No Rohingya
said anything, my daughter asked for so much
help, and no one helped her. She was raped
and released, but when I was going to file a
case against them at the police station, they got
that information, and they attacked me on the
way and broke my hand.

Enjoying this article? Click here to subscribe
for full access. Just $5 a month.

�ARSA will kill me if I file any case against
them.�

Abdu Rashid (another pseudonym), 27, runs a
private school in the camp and work for our
community rights. �I just said that instead of
killing ARSA Rohingya in the camps, they
should fight against the Myanmar army for
our rights. Then we will believe that they are
working for our rights,� he told The Diplomat.
�Now they are killing their own people in the
camp. To say this, they vandalized my home.
They kidnapped and tortured me inhumanly.�
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His family was only able to secure his release
by paying a ransom of 300,000 taka ($2,928).

�Now I stopped my activities; if I open my
mouth again, they will kill me. They declared
it.�

A Rohingya women leader also spoke to The
Diplomat. Like the others, she wants to remain
anonymous for security reasons. She
recounted being forced to flee the camp for
fear for her life.

�I have escaped from the camp, and now I am
surviving outside the camp, renting a home
from the host community. I don�t know how
long I can do it � ARSA has threatened me
several times. They are ready to kill me. They
said I am a woman, women�s work is not
activism, not working for repatriation. They
will kill me for being vocal about the rights of
our community in the camp.

�When ARSA killed our leader Mohibullah,
they buried the future of the Rohingya that
day. Now ARSA is trying to kill camp Majhis
and Rohingya civil rights leaders. ARSA does
not work for Rohingya. It has entered the field
to wipe out Rohingya. No one is safe from
them.�

In September 2021, an armed group killed
Mohibullah, a top Rohingya leader who had
been leading a campaign called �Going Home.�
The goal was to allow Rohingya to return to
Myanmar with rights and dignity.

Mohibullah�s family blamed ARSA for the
murder, saying he was killed on the orders of
ARSA commander Ataullah Abu Ammar
Jununi.

�ARSA is making life miserable for the
Rohingya who seek refuge in Bangladesh to
save their lives. They are responsible for seven
murders in one month. Everyone says they are
involved in this murder,� Aung Kyaw Moe, an
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adviser on the human rights for the civilian
National Unity Government, told The
Diplomat. He said the NUG is collecting
documentation �of all the misdeeds of ARSA,�
including the murders in the camp. �There is a
political motive behind the killing of all the
leaders of the camp. We have got the
information.�

Aung Kyaw Moe claims that ARSA is actually in
collaboration with sections of the Myanmar
military, and he insists that both the Myanmar
Army and ARSA need to be held accountable.
�Those who committed genocide against the
Rohingya and those who associate with the
Myanmar Army in carrying out the genocide
against the Rohingya have to face justice as
criminals. They will be brought to justice with
the cooperation of the international
community. We will not spare ARSA; they must
also face justice because they are killing my
Rohingya brothers, creating unrest in the
camp.�

Shahidul Haque, a former Major General and
previously Bangladesh�s defense attaché to
Myanmar, agrees that ARSA is working more
for the Myanmar military than for the
Rohingya.

�What has ARSA done for the Rohingya? They
have harmed the Rohingya more. They work
in the interests of the Myanmar Army.�

Haque explained that the Myanmar army does
not want the Rohingya to return from
Bangladesh. ARSA seems to agree, based on its
targeting of those who work for repatriation.

But ARSA is not the only armed group seeking
to dominate the refugee camps. ARSA and
Islamic Mahad, another Rohingya armed
group, have allegedly had gunfights several
times in the camps. Some Rohingya families
living in Saudi Arabia help Islamic Mahad
with financial support and weapons. The top
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leader of Islami Mahad claimed that Libyan
militant organizations trained the group.

In October last year, ARSA attacked an Islamic
seminary controlled by Islami Mahad at night,
killing six, including students and teachers. A
top leader of the organization claimed that
they were mujahids of Islami Mahad.

Enjoying this article? Click here to subscribe
for full access. Just $5 a month.

The Diplomat interviewed a top leader of
Islamic Mahad, who denied that the group had
engaged in any gunfights with ARSA in the
camp.

The leader, speaking under the condition of
anonymity, said, �Islamic Mahad does not
engage in any conflict in the camp, and we do
not commit any murders. We were attacked by
ARSA in October of last year. Even though they
killed our leaders, we do not consider anyone
as an opponent� we will not engage in any
conflict or take revenge.�

He claims that Islamic Mahad has �trained
fighters to protect our rights� But we are not
involved in killing and do not do robbery,
rape, or kidnapping. Our militants are strictly
instructed not to cause any chaos in camps. We
have highly educated members.�

Quinley of Fortify Rights urges Bangladesh
authorities to �prioritize refugee protection
and work with UNCHR to provide protective
spaces for those seeking safety in the camps.
Dhaka should also work to give refugees
access to livelihoods, education, and freedom
of movement, creating a more rights-
respecting environment in the camps.�

The Diplomat tried to contact ARSA through
email and Twitter, but they did not respond.
They have yet to make any statement against
the accusations leveled against them for the
seven murders last month.
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Piloting the long-overdue repatriation 
 
As with the model villages, Myanmar's suggested method for repatriating the Rohingya must be 
seamless, ongoing, and durable 

 
Mahmud Hossain Opu 
Anup Sinha 

Published: May 8, 2023 3:30 AM | Last updated: May 8, 2023 12:37 PM 

According to the UNHCR, there are presently about 1 million Rohingya refugees living in 
Bangladesh. Over 1,100 Rohingya refugees are currently the subject of a trial initiative that is 
being discussed. With China's assistance, Bangladesh and Myanmar hope to begin returning the 
Rohingya before the monsoon season.  

For this reason, a delegation of 27 Rohingya and government representatives traveled to Myanmar 
on Friday to keep an eye on the situation in Rakhine. On Friday afternoon, the party traveled to 15 
villages in the Rakhine area of Myanmar. The delegation's goal was to determine whether 
Myanmar offers a welcoming climate conducive to repatriation. 

On March 15, 480 Rohingya belonging to 177 families were confirmed in Teknaf by a 22-member 
Myanmar delegation from Maungdaw, Rakhine State, Myanmar. From that list, a delegation of 20 
Rohingya individuals was created. The Rohingya, however, reportedly did not perceive a 
welcoming environment for repatriation there.  
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Bangladesh remains upbeat about the return of the Rohingya. According to the foreign ministry of 
Bangladesh, each family would receive a home in the model village, land for farming, fertilizer, 
and seeds after their return.  

The Rohingya camps in Bangladesh are a lot worse than Maungdaw's model hamlet. For those 
families who choose to stay in the model village, each will be given an acre of land for farming. 
Rohingya children will have the chance to attend school as well as work and conduct business on 
their own. The model villages now contain hospitals, mosques, and playgrounds, which were 
previously absent from Rohingya settlements. This opportunity ought to be seized by the 
Rohingya. 

Authorities in Myanmar have informed the Rohingya community that those arriving from 
Bangladesh will only be held at the Maungdaw transit facility for three days, then make a direct 
transfer to Model Village. Following that, the Rohingya will receive National Verification 
Certificates (NVCs) proving their citizenship in Myanmar. If you can prove that you are a resident 
of Myanmar and present the required paperwork, the National Identity Card (NID) will be granted 
in stages. 

Some of the Rohingya delegation members protested the NVC during the tour and insisted that 
resettlement take place in Janmvita rather than NID and Model Village. 

The Rohingya's companion delegation from Bangladesh expressed happiness with the 
surroundings. They stated that the environment and condition in Rakhine are extremely good and 
that more than 0.8 million Rohingya from other parts of Rakhine State crossed the Naf river and 
fled to Bangladesh six years ago, but that the Rohingya remained in Maungdaw. 

Mohammad Mizanur Rahman, the commissioner for refugees, relief, and repatriation, served as 
the delegation's leader. He said, �We traveled to the countryside as well as Maungdaw City. We 
have spoken with the Rohingya there as well; the atmosphere is excellent. While hard at work, 
Rohingya can freely wander Maungdaw city. We are hopeful and eager to begin the repatriation of 
Rohingya. A delegation from Myanmar will return to Bangladesh to speak with the Rohingya.�  

According to Mohammad Chalim, the leader of the Rohingya group in Rakhine, "the Rohingya 
team has been given the opportunity to examine how much infrastructure has been developed to 
enable the repatriation to Rakhine in addition to touring 15 communities in Rakhine."  

However, they want to bring in Rohingya with NBC cards (guest cards) without requiring them to 
give up their citizenship first. According to Myanmar's government, citizenship will be awarded 
six months after relocating there. In response, we have argued that citizenship should come first in 
the repatriation process. 

The Rohingya's return to their own nation is crucial, though. A whole population cannot spend 
years in another country in refuge from another situation where they are denied their basic civil 
rights. They have the right to go back to their own nation, their own territory, and their own homes 
-- where they can exercise all of their civil rights to strive toward constructing a better life and 
future for themselves and their offspring.  

The program might be considered as the beginning of the long-overdue repatriation, which can 
inspire more people to return home in the future. But we must remember that this is just the 
beginning. More people will follow and go back to their ancestral homes if the plan succeeds.  
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Challenges faced in Bangladesh 

The survival of more than 80% of the refugees in Cox's Bazar depends on charity from elsewhere. 
A monthly food ration of Tk1,030 is provided to each family. The difficulty of supporting a family 
with this amount was often emphasized by Rohingya.  

On the other side, the surge of refugees has severely strained the environment and host 
communities in a nation with a high population density. According to a WFP assessment, the host 
populations in Cox's Bazar are equally as vulnerable and at risk of going hungry as the Rohingya. 

The Rohingya may also be hesitant to go back out of fear that their rights would continue to be 
violated. The difficult issue for Bangladesh, however, would be how to manage this refugee crisis 
for a number of years to come, which would involve money, administration, inclusive and fair 
treatment of the refugee and host communities, as well as concerns about national security. 

To send back refugees where both countries have historical experience and precedents to send 
Rohingya back, there is a need for a "pilot repatriation initiative." Since 1978, Bangladesh and 
Myanmar have resolved their differences with assistance from other nations.  

Bangladesh's government and the majority of its citizens share the Rohingya's humanitarian 
concerns. We cannot, however, provide refuge for this enormous population for very long. 
Although our nation is small, it has a sizable population.  

The Rohingya cannot consistently receive food, shelter, and medical care due to our limited 
economic capabilities. It is important to note that aid for the Rohingya is decreasing daily. The 
current Ukraine conflict has the entire world on edge. Although the world community has lost 
sight of the Rohingya humanitarian issue as a result of the war in Ukraine, it still exists.  

According to reports, just 43% of the USD 881 million needed for the Joint Response Plan 2022 
has been funded in 2022. The amount that was disbursed in 2021 represented 72% of the 
necessary USD 943 million. 

800 arenas used for drug smuggling operate in Rohingya camps, where 123 people have died in 
fighting over the course of five years. In the Rohingya camps, extortion, murder, rape, and the sale 
of arms have all been documented. Internal anarchy is growing.  

The decision to provide asylum to the Rohingya was an act of humanitarianism. The international 
community now has the duty to return them. 

A connection based on trust 

There are numerous social and environmental issues as well as pressure on our economy as a 
result of the Rohingya scenario. It is now necessary to focus on developing a trustworthy 
relationship with Myanmar. Bangladesh should endeavour to establish a rapport based on trust 
with Myanmar's people, the government, and the opposition -- regardless of which party is in 
power.  

To increase Myanmar's trust, Bangladesh has already begun trading with them. However, this is 
not enough of an effort. Bangladesh has also sent representatives to Myanmar on their national 
day, met with their security forces, and sent aid to those affected by the tragedy there. 
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It has been more than 20 years since the two nations last met at the highest level. From 
Bangladesh's independence in 1971 to 2000, there were 16 summit-level meetings with Myanmar. 
This indicates that there is no communication between the two nations. 

Increased communication between the two nations' foreign ministers is necessary. In addition to 
the Rohingya, there are numerous other concerns between the two nations that at this time require 
additional discussion. In order to advance their own interests in the Rohingya issue, they should, if 
necessary, make compromises in other areas and forge a trusting relationship. 

The discussion of a "conducive environment" is politically biased. The Junta is ensuring their 
security when it repatriates them. The Arakan Army (AA) and the National Unity Government 
(NUG) -- the other parties involved in Rakhine and Myanmar -- have already acknowledged the 
Rohingya.  

Furthermore, because China is supporting the agreement, it is also obligated to offer an external 
guarantee for the protection of the Rohingya upon their return. Therefore, discussing the prospects 
of repatriation with the Junta might not be dangerous. The NGOs appear to be pushed by their 
own need to extend their "programs" and pinch their sponsors while highlighting the hardship of 
the refugee community. 

In a nutshell, the repatriation plan will at least somewhat lessen Bangladesh's burden. The 
experimental project will improve relations between Bangladesh and Myanmar. The international 
community shouldn't oppose it; instead, they should go forward and actively participate in 
ensuring the prompt return of the remaining refugees.  

The international community did not exert much pressure on the Junta to return the Rohingya. 
Prior to the Junta, the world likewise failed to persuade the democratically elected government to 
send the Rohingya home and prosecute the offenders. 

For the past six years, Bangladesh has undertaken bilateral, trilateral, and multilateral negotiations 
in an effort to find a workable solution. Bangladesh is keen to examine the effort, especially now 
with China mediating the accord with UN permission. 

The Rohingya are the most persecuted population of our time, and while Bangladesh, the 
Rohingya's protector on the international arena, is working tirelessly to bring them home, NGOs 
are not doing enough to help. Therefore, the Junta's readiness and China's engagement might be 
considered as a burden-sharing arrangement for Bangladesh.  

Bangladesh is a desperate host looking for ways to lighten the load, while its international partners 
are only fulfilling their formal obligations within predetermined boundaries, due to the declining 
funding, deteriorating camp conditions, rising insecurity, and negative effects of the refugees on 
the host community. But some difficulties need to be addressed as well. 

Myanmar must ensure that the return of Rohingya Muslims is continuous, dignified, and 
sustainable. 

Myanmar needs to update its 1982 citizenship law. The Rohingya must be regarded as a 
recognized ethnic group in Myanmar. 

A safe area for Rohingya must be provided. 
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They must adhere to the demands or recommendations made by the Kofi Annan Commission (The 
Advisory Commission on Rakhine State) and the suggestions made by the Bangladeshi Prime 
Minister in the 74th, 75th, and 76th UN General Assemblies. 

Analysts do caution Bangladesh to exercise caution if Myanmar decides to return 700 refugees. 
They have to uphold their promise. Myanmar must state that it would repatriate all Rohingya 
refugees who are stranded in Bangladesh. 

They must be committed to making the process a continuous one. All Rohingya would be 
progressively repatriated. 

Myanmar must treat Bangladesh as a friendly neighbour. Bangladesh and Myanmar are unable to 
influence their neighbours. In essence, Myanmar and Bangladesh must cooperate in a neighbourly 
manner. To settle the long-lasting Rohingya conflict, Myanmar and Bangladesh must improve 
their relations. The resolution of this regional humanitarian problem could be beneficial to South 
and Southeast Asia as a whole. 

Myanmar needs to have goodwill in order to interact favourably with Bangladesh. The Rohingya 
situation needs to be resolved successfully and permanently, according to the entire globe. For the 
Rohingya people to return from Bangladesh to Myanmar with safety and dignity, a solution to the 
Rohingya problem is necessary. 

Anup Sinha is a researcher specializing in South Asian affairs. 
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Attachment C 
Unofficial Translation 

Buddha Dhamma Parahita Foundation (Central)  

The Republic of the Union of Myanmar 

Headquarters: Ywar Ma Pariyatti Monastery, Bayintnaung Road, Insein Township, Yangon 

Region, Ph. No: 09-250044612 

To 

 The Chairman 

State Samgha Maha Nayaka Committee 

Kabar Aye Hillock, Yangon Region.  

     Date: 10th Waxing of Nayon 1384 ME (24 May 2018) Thursday  

Subject: Humble submission 

Regarding the above mentioned subject, during the State-level Conference on Protection of 

Race and Religion held on 3rd Waxing of Nayon, 1379 ME (28 May 2017) Sunday at Aung San Tawya 

Tat Oo Monastery, it was ratified under the guidance of the State Samgha Maha Nayaka Committee to 

rename the Association for Protection of Race and Religion as Protection of Race and Religion 

Buddha Dhamma Parahita(Charitable) Foundation.  

 The Protection of Race and Religion Buddha Dhamma Parahita Foundation is 

a. A kind of NGO, consisted of monks and the people, aimed purely to protect race and

religion, and not a separate sect of Sangha organized in accordance with the rules and

regulations set by the Organization of All-Sect of Samgha.

b. Organized with the aim of assisting the Government and the State Samgha Maha Nayaka

Committee in protection of race and religion.

Out of three plans of the Organization of All-Sect of Samgha, namely, �To purify�, �To sustain� 

and �To propagate�, the Protection of Race and Religion Buddha Dhamma Parahita Foundation is 

willing to assist the State Samgha Maha Nayaka Committee in executing plans �To sustain� and �To 

propagate�. As such, we humbly request the State Samgha Maha Nayaka Committee to instruct and 

guide us as the venerable monks see fit.  

Ti Law Kar Bi Wun Tha (State Samgha for admonishment) 
Chairman, Buddha Dhamma Parahita Foundation (Central) 

Ywar Ma Pariyatti Monastery, Insein Township, Yangon Region 
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Photos of �Bengali Sunni Jamae (Central) Mosque� or �Bengale Sunni Jameh 
Mosque� located in downtown Yangon  

Front view (Close up) of the Main Signage of the Mosque 

Source: Ministry of Religious Affairs and Culture, Myanmar 

Front view (Long Angle Shot) of the Mosque 

Source: Ministry of Religious Affairs and Culture, Myanmar 
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Photos of �Bengali Sunni Jamae (Central) Mosque� or �Bengale Sunni Jameh 
Mosque� located in downtown Yangon  

 

 

 

Surroundings of the Mosque 

Source: Ministry of Religious Affairs and Culture, Myanmar  
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