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United Nations &J Nations Unies

INDEPENDENT INVESTIGATIVE MECHANISM FOR MYANMAR » MECANISME D'ENQUETE
INDEPENDANT POUR LE MYANMAR

CONFIDENTIAL
WITNESS STATEMENT
L Witness Information
Last name: Riley Father’s name: Not provided
First name: Andrew Mother’s name: Not provided
Former names: N/A Spouse(s)’ Katherine Usalis
name(s):
Other names used: N/A N/A
Childrens’
name(s) and
date(s) of
Nationality(ies): American birth/age:
Gender: Male
Mechanism person PO111
code:
Date of birth/Age: 25 April 1989 Place of birth: United States of
America
Ethnicity: Not provided Language(s) English
spoken:
Religion: N/A English
Language(s)
written:
Formal educational Master’s degree Prior occupation Mental Health and
level: and employer in Psychosocial Support
Myanmar: Trainer and
School attended: University of Denver, Supervisor, Action
Colorado contre la Faim (ACF)
Current Consultant/researcher
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CONFIDENTIAL
employer:
Previous address in Yangon Current address: Spain
Myanmar:
Date or approximate 27 June 2019
date of departure
from Myanmar if
applicable:
Photo ID: Yes Type of photo ID: ~ National passport
Authority issuing United States Issuance date on 15 February 2018
photo ID: Department of State photo ID:
Name on photo ID: Andrew Kyle Riley Registration 561684049
number on photo
ID:
Any other form of
photo ID:
18 Interview Information
Prior screening(s) conducted: Yes
Place/modality of interview: Location of interviewer: Geneva
Location of witness: Geneva
Location of interpreter: N/A

Date(s) and times of interview: (DD/MM/YY) (Interviewer Time Zone) (24:00 HRS):
07/02/2022 (12:00-1300, 14:00-16:05);
08/02/2022 (09:10-13:00, 13:50-16:30);
09/02/2022 (09:05-1300, 13:55-15:45);
10/02/2022 (09:45-1315, 14:00-14:15).

Language(s) used in interview: English

List of all persons present during interview:

person);
| M0025 | (via video-link)
Interpreter: N/A
Witness support person: N/A
Other persons present: N/A
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Introductory Matters

IV.

I was introduced to the interviewers and provided with an overview of the mandate of the
Independent Investigative Mechanism for Myanmar (Mechanism).

I was informed that my cooperation with the Mechanism is entirely voluntary and that I
had no obligation to participate in this interview or answer any specific questions.

The interviewers explained how the interview process would work. They asked me to try
and be as detailed and accurate as possible, and indicate if I do not understand a question,
orifI do not know, or recall, what they are asking about. They explained that it is important
to distinguish between what I saw and experienced myself and what I may have heard or
learned from others. They stated that they would prepare a written statement based on the
interview and that I would be given the opportunity to read, clarify and correct this
statement before affirming, by my signature, that it is an accurate and full reflection of my
recollection of events.

The interviewers explained that this statement and any associated materials that I have
shared with the Mechanism would not be shared without my full and informed consent. -

The interviewers explained that the Mechanism's investigations are confidential, both to
protect the integrity of the investigations and the security of the individuals the Mechanism
interacts with. The interviewers requested I keep my interactions with the Mechanism
confidential.

The interviewers asked if I fully understood these issues and asked if I was willing to
proceed with the interview. I confirmed that I understood the points raised by the
interviewers and confirmed my willingness to proceed with the interview.

Documentary or Other Evidence in the Possession of Witness

Material previously conveyed to the Mechanism

y

10.

On 7 July 2021 I had a preliminary discussion with members of the Mechanism where I
was asked about my background and work in Myanmar. Following that discussion, I
conveyed 128 files to them.

The interviewers informed me that these files had been saved in the Mechanism’s
information management system and had each been assigned a unique identifier called a
Barcode Identification Number (BIN). I was told that if any of these items were discussed
during the course of my interview, they would be referenced by the BIN in this witness
statement.

The interviewers showed me an index listing all of those materials and advised me that this
index would be attached to my witness statement (Annex 1).

I was asked to provide further information about certain categories of items in Annex 1,
which are as follows:
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a. Photographs:
i. I took the photographs myself, with the exception of photographs
showing damage to the ACF premises, which were sent to me in our ACF
Skype group shortly after the events. When I took photographs, I either
used my iPhone or my Nikon A6000 camera. I believe all of the
photographs are unedited, although it may be the case that some were
enhanced for contrast or clarity, but I have not altered their substance.
The photographs taken on my Nikon camera are shot in RAW format
and undergo a basic auto-processing in order to be saved as JPEGs:
ii. Ire-named some of the photographs with informative file names, in order
to provide some context in case they were ever shared with anyone.
iii. Some of the photograph file names contain GPS coordinates. At the time
I was being evacuated from Rakhine State, as stated in my note
(IIMMO0001477764), I saw burning villages from the road and river and
in real time I mapped where I estimated these villages to be — in relation
to my own live location — onto Google Maps. When I made it to Yangon,
I re-named the relevant photograph files to include the coordinates that I
had mapped.
b. Videos
i. Itook a video during the evacuation. I took that using my iPhone.

Publications

11. Prior to my interview, in response to a request from the interviewers, I informed them of
what I consider to be the three most significant academic articles or publications I have
contributed to, concerning the Rohingya population, all of which were published in 2020.
In addition, the interviewers advised me that they had located another article from 2017 to
which I had contributed. The interviewers informed me that these four articles had been
assigned BIN numbers and showed me an index of these articles. I reviewed the index and
confirmed that I authored or contributed to these articles. The interviewers informed me
that the index of these articles would be attached to my witness statement (Annex 2). I also
informed the interviewers that in addition to these academic articles, I have also authored,
or been interviewed for, various media articles, which are often more advocacy based and
are publicly available, but mostly draw upon the underlying research of the four articles
contained in Annex 2.

Materials provided during witness interview

12. In preparation for my witness interview, I also plotted certain points of interest onto a map
using Google Earth and saved this information as a KML file which I conveyed to the
Mechanism in December 2021. The points of interest on this map (denoted by “pins”) show
where I estimated that I saw burning villages when I was evacuated from Maungdaw to
Sittwe in August 2017, as well as the route that I took during the evacuation, as I describe
further in this witness statement and the personal note that I wrote shortly after the events
(IIMMO0001477764). The coordinates for the burning villages are based on the same
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coordinates that I recorded at the time of my evacuation, as described above. In the course
of my interview, the information that I already plotted myself in advance of my interview
was saved into a Google Earth folder entitled “pre-interview”. During my interview, I
marked additional locations onto this map. These are saved into a folder entitled “IIMM
interview”. I was informed that all of this information was saved in a KML file with the
BIN IIMMO0001557421.

13. During the course of my interview, I also provided the interviewers with a copy of an
internal report I wrote for ACF concerning the use of the word Rohingya amongst our ACF
staff, which I was informed was saved with BIN IIMMO0001557420.

14. In the course of the interview, we discussed a beach location which I visited, where I saw
an increased military presence as discussed further in my statement. I provided 2
photographs of this location to the Mechanism, which have geo-coordinates imbedded.
was informed these were saved with BINs IIMMO0001557418 and IIMM0001557419.

15. These four items that were provided to the Mechanism during my witness interview are
listed in Annex 3 to this statement.

Other items I have access to

16. 1 also informed the interviewers that I have received various documents from the
organization I worked for, ACF, and I could convey these to the Mechanism in the future
as needed. In addition, I also have my own ACF files, which include material such as the
raw data underlying our ACF’s programs and reports. In response to a question from the
interviewers I also clarified that I also have other photographs of my time in Rakhine State,
namely some photographs of day-to-day life, which I did not convey to the Mechanism
since I did not consider them directly relevant.

17. 1 further informed the interviewers that after my evacuation from Rakhine State I received
many media files from Rohingya colleagues and friends that depicted burned villages and
houses — sometimes even their own — as well as people gathering and crying over dead
bodies. I may still have access to some of these, but I am not in a position to say anything
about their origin or source, given that these kinds of photographs and videos were
circulating widely amongst the Rohingya community, including on social media.

Contact with other accountability initiatives

18. I have previously been in contact with the legal team representing The Gambia in the
proceedings before the International Court of Justice. I provided them with much of the
same material that I previously conveyed to the Mechanism and connected them to some
people on the ground in Rakhine State. I was also interviewed by them and provided a
witness statement. I do not presently have a finalised version of this statement but will try
and obtain one and will ask the legal team if I can share the statement with the Mechanism.
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\'A Statement
Education and professional background

Education

19. T undertook a joint bachelor’s program in psychology and religious studies at Harding
University in Arkansas, before completing my master’s in international disaster
psychology at the University of Denver, Colorado. International disaster psychology is a
discipline that brings together mental health, the study of psychological disorders and
counselling methodologies within an' international framework. This combination of
psychology and public health is designed to equip students to go into a humanitarian or
development context where mental health counselling services aren’t necessarily one-on-
one but are delivered at the group or community level. It involves aspects of understanding
gender-based violence, planning and conducting mental health assessments and
evaluations, providing trainings, designing interventions for specific vulnerable
populations such as refugees, and understanding the impact of specific traumas that arise
in developing countries or specific contexts such as conflicts or natural disasters.

Working in Cox’s Bazar in 2013

20. Straight after graduate school, in the latter half of 2013, a mentor helped me to obtain
experience working with UNHCR in Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh. I lived there for six months
working in a pro-bono consultancy position with UNHCR, undertaking research in relation
to the Rohingya population. I worked in the Kutupalong and Nayapara refugee camps,
setting up a team and training them to assist with the research that ultimately formed the
basis of the 2017 publication “Daily Stressors trauma exposure and mental health among
stateless refugees in Bangladesh”, listed in Annex 2 to this statement. Together with the
team, 1 studied the stressors that Rohingya people experienced in the refugee camps,
including the impact that major traumatic events in the past had on their mental health.
One aspect of this research included collecting accounts from parents about the mental
health symptoms experienced by their children. This study was undertaken after the
UNHCR conducted a joint assessment trip to the camps and noticed very high levels of
hopelessness and depression amongst the Rohingya population and wanted to quantify this
through research. During my stay in Cox's Bazar, I sensed the visceral sense of depression
and trauma that the Rohingya population carried.

21. After that period, I returned to the United States for 9 months, leading a team in a crisis
counselling program, which was responding to individuals affected by flooding disaster in
Colorado.

Working in the mental health sector in Yangon

22. At the very end of 2014 I moved to Yangon, Myanmar, to work for a small mental health
organization called Salus World, which was headquartered in Colorado. I initially came on
a six-month contract to train and build the capacity of a locally based mental health team
in order to make it self-sufficient. As the task was immense, I ended up working for them
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for 2 years. Because of my prior experience in Cox’s Bazar, I followed the developments
concerning the Rohingya population, but I did not travel to Northern Rakhine State at the
time.

During those two years in Yangon, I worked with marginalized populations from various
ethnic groups, including former political prisoners, women engaged in commercial sex
work and injection drug users. The political prisoners were almost all from the “88
Generation” group of political protesters and dissidents who had spent 15-20 years in
prison, then had been released as the democratic transition was unfolding. We would
conduct group counselling with different populations and provide the groups with an 8-
week counselling module. I did not carry out the counselling myself, my specific role was
training and building capacity of the locally based team (whom I communicated with in
English), so that they could ultimately become self-sustaining.

Women, from a variety of ethnic groups, formed a major focus of my work during this
period, including amongst the commercial sex workers and some of the former political
prisoners, although the majority were male. All of the populations were very vulnerable to
violence. During that period, we did not collect data but based on the feedback from the
team I was training and my direct observations, the affected communities had suffered very
severe traumas. Often it manifested in psycho-somatic ways, for instance people would not
say they were traumatized as such, but would complain of pain in the head, stomach or
skin problems, but when asked further they recounted having many indicators of trauma
such as flashbacks, nightmares and avoidance. The situation of some were exacerbated by
the prevailing life circumstances including a lack of food, education or healthcare. They
had very little resources to build resilience or coping skills; they were just trying to survive.
There was not really a culture of speaking about mental health or knowing how to respond.
There were cultural beliefs about Burmese women being loyal and faithful that also
normalized women accepting abuse and suffering. This was apparent also in the rates of
inter-partner violence that was reported amongst these affected communities.

The mental health infrastructure in Yangon was very limited. There were virtually no
clinical psychologists, the concept of counselling wasn’t widely known or accepted, and
mental health treatment tended to be limited to medical interventions. As part of my work,
I connected with other actors in this field, including UNFPA, UNHCR, MSF and Action
contre la Faim (ACF). Across agencies we formed a mental health working group for
Myanmar, bringing together humanitarian agencies and private providers.

During this period that I lived in Yangon I also travelled to areas where we conducted
activities, such as the Myanmar / Thailand border. I did not work in any IDP camps

specifically, but I connected with a man named ||| | | | NN o worked on

who invited me to Sittwe for about a week, I believe it was during 2015, to see the work
he was doing. He drove me by motorbike to visit an IDP camp area. I don’t specifically
recall the name of the camp area I visited, but it was in the countryside, not the ward within
Sittwe. It is hard to say whether I visited one single camp or several, as they were large
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and often ran into each other. We were able to access it via backroads through the rice
fields in order to avoid checkpoints and security forces. The camp inhabitants had been
there from the 2012 violence in Rakhine State. Subsequently, I’ve also worked with staff
who go into those camps. I recall speaking to various people within the IDP camp including
a group of men at a very makeshift mosque. The majority of the Rohingya people I spoke
to were from Nazi village in Sittwe and spoke about the attacks and burning of their village
which happened during the 2012 violence. The spoke of being systematically forced out.
The men at the mosque told me about the religious persecution they were facing. Their

~ head-caps would be taken from them; their beards were set on fire by security forces. They
had been in the camp for several years at that point and the sense I got was that they felt
hopeless and stuck. They told me that the conditions were incredibly restrictive and, in
particular, it was very difficult for them to leave the camps. I took photographs and video
interviews during that visit, including of the men at the mosque and other women in the
IDP camp. During that trip, I also took a recorded interview with a Rakhine man who was
staying at the same hostel as me, about his views on Rohingya, and interviewed a Buddhist
monk, as detailed below. I told these people that I interviewed that I would use these
recordings for awareness raising purposes. Some of the footage also formed part of a short
film about the Rohingya (“Modern Day Genocide... Myanmar’s Rohingya”) which is
described further below.

27. During my stay in Yangon, I continued to reflect on my formative experience in 2013
working in Cox’s Bazar. The systematic level of suffering that I witnessed — and the fact
that it was all human made — had a huge impact on me. At that time, there was very little
reporting on the situation of the Rohingya and very few agencies/organisations operating
in Cox’s Bazar. I felt as if no one knew or cared about what was happening and' this
deepened my resolve to work with the Rohingya community again. I also sensed how much
the Rohingya were hated in Yangon. I encountered this attitude in my everyday interactions
with the Burmese population that I dealt with at the time, including Burmese individuals
from the diaspora or who had been educated abroad: for instance, if I used the word
“Rohingya”, they would roll their eyes or shudder, referring to them as illegal immigrants
from Bangladesh. My impression from these interactions was that denying the use of the
word “Rohingya” was a part of invalidating their identity. While there was also some
discrimination against other ethnic groups, that seemed different because they were
nonetheless “legitimate” groups that had citizenship. It seemed to me that there was variety
of factors ranging from ethnicity, language, skin colour and religion that led to a certain
hierarchy amongst ethnic groups. The Bamar were at the top of this hierarchy and the
Rohingya were at the bottom by far. X

28. During that time, I met Pauline Bubendorff who worked for ACF. I told her of my desire
to work in Rakhine State and she informed me of the work ACF was doing there in relation
to suicidal ideation amongst Rohingya women.
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Working for ACF in Rakhine State from May — August 2017

29. I commenced working for ACF in May 2017. I arrived in Sittwe by plane from Yangon,

then travelled on the boat from Sittwe to Buthidaung town, and then across to Maungdaw
town by vehicle. I was based in Maungdaw for the duration of my time with ACF, until
the crisis in August 2017. This was only days before my contract was due to end.

Leaving Rakhine State and eventually returning to Yangon

30. After I left Rakhine State in August 2017 I went to Yangon and then to Thailand. I

undertook a short consultancy in Bali before returning to Yangon on a tourist visa around
October 2017. I lived there again until the summer of 2019, mostly carrying out
consultancy work for organisations such as Fortify Rights, Samaritan’s Purse, Heal the
World, Asia Justice and Rights and the Independent Rakhine Initiative. I had returned to
Yangon because I wanted some sort of closure. While other colleagues who left Rakhine
State moved on afterwards, Yangon had been my home and I felt a sense of community
there. However, during this second period in Yangon, my wife and I never felt as
comfortable as we had felt before. When I first moved to Myanmar, I had found Myanmar
society to be welcoming and inquisitive and I enjoyed the cultural exchange with my
Burmese friends. But after my evacuation from Rakhine State in 2017, I felt there was so
much hatred leveled at me that I never felt comfortable there again. When my image started
circulating on social media at the time of my evacuation, even people I had considered to
be good friends had written hateful comments against me on social media. When I returned
the second time, I didn’t know who I could trust. In addition, living in Yangon, I always
felt the ever-present shadow of military control. It always felt like the military would do
whatever they wanted on a whim, which made me feel uneasy. I felt like this based partly
on what I experienced during my evacuation from Rakhine state, but also based on the
stories I heard from my Burmese and expat colleagues. For instance, I had a good friend
called Ben Hardman who was working as a lawyer in Yangon. He would tell me accounts
of total impunity by the military, for instance the military would kill a civilian in the context
of their operations and if the family members spoke out, the family would also be silenced.
The widespread view that I obtained from my contacts was that the military was all
powerful and unimpeachable. At the same time, there was also prominent media reporting
including a New York Times article, about how the Myanmar military had used Facebook
to coordinate its propaganda against the Rohingya population. I also read the news,
including English language sites such as the Myanmar Times and Frontier, and followed
issues concerning the military support for the ultra-nationalist Buddhist monks including
the 969 / MaBaTha movement. Finally, the pervasive role of the military in every day life
was apparent from the set-up of the parliamentary structure, which left the military in
charge of important ministries such as Home Affairs and the General Administration
Department (GAD), meaning they essentially had control over the civilian government and
local authorities. All of these factors contributed to a sense that the military had an
extraordinary level of control.
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31. During this period, the work carried out for Fortify Rights entailed conducting research
amongst the Rohingya population, given that from my time in Rakhine State [ knew many
Rohingya who were then in Bangladesh. I coordinated the research project, recruited and
trained the team that carried out the data collection in Cox's Bazar. This data collection
underpinned the report by Fortify Rights “The Torture in My Mind” listed in Annex 2 to
this statement. During my second time living in Yangon, I travelled to Cox’s Bazar
approximately 5 times to work on this project, from around May to September 2018. I have
not visited Bangladesh since then.

Subsequent trips to Myanmar for research and discrete projects

32. In summer 2019 my wife and I left Myanmar for Europe. Since moving to Europe, I have
travelled back to Myanmar a few times; once at the end of 2019 for data collection for the
Independent Rakhine Initiative (IRI), and then in 2020 to help with various projects and
workshops with the IRI. I haven’t returned to Myanmar since 2020 and have not returned
to Rakhine State since my evacuation in August 2017.

Current work

33. Presently, I am consulting and doing research work concerning Rakhine State and the
Rohingya population in Bangladesh. I also support various Rohingya activists and local
civil society organisations, carrying out research, data analysis, report writing and capacity
building. I am also in touch with many people in the Rohingya diaspora and I help link
small donors looking to support local projects.

34. During my period in Yangon working for Salus World, I also developed a private mental
- health practice as I was keen to continue my individual clinical experience. I had about 10
regular clients, some of whom I continue to see today. They were mostly expats or English-
speaking Myanmar clients. Since the 2021 coup in Myanmar, I have provided individual
mental health support to some activists in need of help after the coup. I am registered as a
psychotherapist in the USA; there is no equivalent system for registration in Myanmar.

Role with Action contre la Faim in Maungdaw, Rakhine State, Myanmar

35. The mandate of ACF was to increase the nutrition levels of all children in Rakhine State.
It was the biggest humanitarian agency in Rakhine State and operated in the North and
Central parts of the State. ACF had about 500 staff in Rakhine State, mostly Rohingya.

36. I was based in Northern Rakhine State, in Maungdaw town. ACF had 12 nutrition centers
in the northern townships, which comprised 12 OTPs (Outpatient Therapeutic Programs),
and two larger nutrition centers in Maungdaw and Buthidaung, known as stabilisation
centers. While working for ACF, I composed two digital maps showing the locations of
the OTPs in Maungdaw and Buthidaung Townships. These are amongst the documents
that I conveyed to the Mechanism and are numbered [IMMO0001477756 (Buthidaung) and
1IMMO0001477732 (Maungdaw). The OTPs were based in the villages, and had a waiting
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area, a children’s assessment area, an area for counselling and care practices, as well as
space for supplies such as basic food rations, including nutrient dense paste.

ACF was comprised of staff of various ethnic groups, including Rohingya, Daingnet,
Rakhine and Hindu. There were different teams including outreach, nutrition, mental
health and care practices (known as MHCP), logistics, etc. MHCP had coordinators
(known as deputy programme managers) in Maungdaw and Buthidaung and then team
leaders under them. All of the team leaders spoke English. Kirsten Etnoyer was the
programme manager and Pauline Bubendorff oversaw the entire program from Yangon. In
Maungdaw I interfaced with all of the MHCP team on a daily basis and I would often go
to the OTPs in the field to work with our field staff. I interacted with some other teams,
e.g., the community outreach team, as well as with some other expat staff including Laura
Courbis who was the nutrition programme manager. However, I didn’t work closely with
the nutrition team on the ground.

There were approximately 25-35 ACF staff based in the main office in Maungdaw town,
where I was based. That office had representatives from MHCP, nutrition, logistics, etc.
There was another fleet centre in Maungdaw town where our vehicles were located, as well
as an OTP and stabilization centre in Maungdaw. Across the street from our main office
there was also another ACF building used for storage. In preparation for this interview, I
marked the location of the ACF guesthouse using Google Earth (IIMMO0001557421).
During the course of the interview, I also added a pin marker entitled “ACF Office 2017”
which is the main office in Maungdaw where I was based. I noticed that Google Earth
shows its own marking entitled “Action contre la Faim Maungdaw”, but this was not the
location of our main office when I was there. It could be the location of ACF’s secondary
office used in 2017 or the location of the new ACF office, as I heard that some of our
locations in Maungdaw changed since the violence in 2017.

In the main ACF building in Maungdaw, I tended to interact with about 20 people and
discuss current events with them regularly. I then worked most intensively with about five
MHCP team members in the main office. All of them spoke quite a good degree of English,
although sometimes translation was needed for some matters. I would estimate that there
were 6-10 Myanmar colleagues that I saw every week who spoke good English, and I
learned a lot about current events and issues concerning the Rohingya from them. When I
travelled to the OTPs some colleagues spoke English and for others I used translation.
During my visits to OTPs, I probably sat in on about 10 individual counselling sessions
where I heard the direct concerns of the beneficiaries, via a translator.

There was a fairly even gender balance amongst the ACF staff. At the time, many
leadership positions were however filled by men, but efforts were ongoing to begin to hire
Rohingya women as team leaders, as was the case of Ml our first female team
leader.

ACF served all ethnicities but in Northern Rakhine State in particular our beneficiaries
ended up being almost exclusively Rohingya, which was consistent with the population
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proportions in Maungdaw and Buthidaung — the only two townships that were majority
Muslim — but also reflected deeper factors. The nutrition assessments showed that
Rohingya had higher rates of malnutrition from a systematic lack of rights and
opportunities.

42. When beneficiaries first came to ACF, there would be an initial needs assessment. This
included looking for indicia of Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) in the children and then
a brief mental health screening for their mothers, to determine if they would then be
channeled into a stream for more acute mental health needs. Mothers also received
information and guidance on care practices such as breastfeeding and caring for infants.
This component was added because the mental health of the mothers often affected their
functioning to a degree that would further impact their children. Together, this work was
undertaken by the MHCP team, in which I worked. In this framework, my colleague
Pauline and I designed interventions that could be implemented by MHCP team with
women and other caretakers that could relieve stress amongst this population.

43. T was based in Maungdaw and took regular trips to Buthidaung, visiting the OTPs in both.
I believe I visited most of the OTPs in the North but did not visit all locations, including
some OTPs in the South. There were a handful of MHCP staff in each of the OTPs. During
my trips, I mostly interacted with them. I would spend the day with them, listen to their
needs, observe the counselling sessions and receive feedback on their activities.

44. The MHCP team were predominantly Rohingya. I didn’t have much contact with Rakhine
staff, only one woman on the MHCP team. I didn’t have contact with Rakhine villagers
during that time. I would occasionally interact with Burmese and Rakhine at the
checkpoints who were mostly respectful to me, as detailed further below.

45. My role within the MHCP team concerned the roughly one third of women coming to ACF
who were then channeled into the mental health stream. Of those, roughly half reported
that they experienced suicidal ideation. Even with this high percentage, we suspected this
to be underreported, given the huge stigma against suicide in Islamic communities, as well
as specific Rohingya traditions including dishonorable burials for people who had died by
suicide. I learned about this from my Rohingya colleagues at ACF and it involved a very
public and visible shaming component to it. But even with such a strong stigma against
suicide, in my trainings when [ asked my Rohingya MHCP colleagues if they knew
someone who had died by suicide, nearly everyone did. It was a huge problem. I
specifically heard accounts of women poisoning themselves with agricultural fertilizers or
pesticides. I remember meeting a woman in one of our counselling sessions who had
already bought the poison to kill herself. In terms of assessing the severity of mental health
risks, suicidal ideation is already at the most extreme, and having made a plan and taken
steps towards implementing that plan is even more extreme. The Rohingya we served were
a population in absolute crisis.

46. The caregivers of the children that ACF served were usually women, but sometimes also
fathers. Sometimes a male accompanied the woman either for safety or supervision. For
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instance, in an area with a strong ARSA presence such as Ta Man Thar, ARSA had been
instructing husbands not to let their wives go on the paid motorbike transports that we
provided for women to get to the ACF clinics, because the woman would have to touch the
motorbike driver. On other occasions, the male would come to the clinic in the place of the
woman. The interviewers asked me to explain why I considered Ta Man Thar to have a
strong ARSA presence. When I visited there and spoke with people at the OTP, my
translator explained to me about the problem concerning the motorbike transport and also
that there was a strong ARSA presence, or at least sympathy, in that area. I wouldn’t know
if I interacted with anyone from ARSA directly as they probably wouldn’t have identified
as such.

Ideally, ACF would have constructed mental health strategies that involved an entire
family, which is often the preferred approach in other contexts. But this just wasn’t possible
in the situation we were operating in. In Rakhine State accessing all members of a family
was not possible due to safety and travel restrictions, limited resources for travel,
difficulties in conveying information and in delivering care.

The men did open up about the issues that they faced but I noticed there were discernable
differences in the mental health impacts that we saw in men and women.

Women often talked about a constellation of many compounding factors that contributed
to poor mental health, which men didn’t experience. I clearly remember the one woman
who said that she had already bought the poison to try and kill herself detailing how she
was beaten by her husband, but she lived with her husband’s family, as was the Rohingya
tradition, therefore she was essentially trapped. On top of this, her child was sick and she
had no resources with which to obtain medical assistance. In this way, she represented
many Rohingya women that ACF interacted with — while the entire Rohingya population
suffered from huge human rights abuses, the women’s suffering was compounded by
gender dynamics that meant they were often powerless and then subjected to inter-partner
violence, or even violence from mothers-in-law when they had joined the husband’s family
home. I recall, when I was later in Cox’s Bazar, I saw a male Rohingya violently beating
awoman in front of many people, and no one intervened until I pulled the man away. I was
struck by how everyone appeared unsurprised at that level of violence.

Mental health amongst Rohingya men also had gendered aspects to it due to the particular
treatment that was levelled at men. In their interactions with security forces, men often
suffered specific treatment such as imprisonment, torture and killings when they tried to
flee, whereas women were often left in the villages (where they too were exposed to sexual
violence and abuse). My ACF colleague, told me about the clearance
operations that started some time before 25 August 2017, when the military gathered all
the boys above 10 years old and men in his village and put all of them in a building and
asked for the ARSA members to identify themselves. The soldiers beat them all with
bamboo rods in order to extract confessions and if the soldiers did not beat the young
children hard enough, their own commanders would beat them. Il o1d me that the
soldiers were in tears at having to beat these young boys. I first heard about this specific
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incident around the time it happened from our nutrition team leader, Laura, while I was in
Rakhine State, but I didn’t know who it concerned. It was only later, when I was working
with || NEEEI » Bangladesh, that I heard him speak about this incident and realized
it had happened to him. I don’t recall the name or location of his village. The interviewers
asked me what I meant by the clearance operations that occurred before August 2017.
Although the term clearance operations became synonymous with the largescale village
attacks, such as those in late August 2017, the term was already in use in Rakhine State
before then. It was used to refer to the smaller-scale incursions into villages, often at night,
in order to search for “suspected ARSA” or other pretenses. These operations ramped up
considerably in the immediate run up to the August 2017 violence. In relation to|

Il village, and others at this time, I do not personally know which security forces
were involved. I had previously often seen BGP in Rakhine State, including at checkpoints
which I discuss further in this statement, but closer to the August 2017 violence I also saw
an increased military presence. However, I don’t recall my Rohingya colleagues or friends
specifically stating which security forces in particular were responsible for which attacks,
they often referred to them just as “the security forces” which I understood could have
included BGP, the military, or integrated forces, i.e., BGP and military working together.

51. Returning to the impact upon men, male Rohingya also faced particular mental health
stressors due to their role in society as earning the livelihood for their families. When their
access to earning was cut off, their entire family suffered. For instance, fishermen were
told they could not fish without an NVC (National Verification Card), thus they lost their
livelihood. Also, since men had to travel more for their livelihoods, they were more likely
to encounter extortion or violence at checkpoints. When I later worked for Fortify Rights,
we created an inventory of traumatic events, and this is disaggregated by gender. This data
is reflected in the Fortify Rights report “Torture in My Mind” and the academic publication
based on the same data “Systematic Human Rights Violations”, both of which are listed in
Annex 2.

52. Overall, from what I observed working for ACF, the causes of malnutrition — and of mental
health trauma — seemed to be deeply intertwined with the systematic oppression the
Rohingya faced. Rakhine State is already the poorest in Myanmar. But on top of that there
was such severe oppression; the Rohingya couldn’t work, couldn’t provide, couldn’t access
health or family planning. There were restrictions on access to fisheries, to the fields, and
the NVC system was used to further restrict these activities. Rohingya suffered constant
harassment at checkpoints. My _ told me that his
motorbike was arbitrarily confiscated at a checkpoint and security forces present there told
him that they would return the bike after he gets them cigarettes. When Rohingya wanted
to slaughter an animal, the police would take a share. When they wanted to expand their
house, they needed to pay the police. I heard this from numerous Rohingya colleagues and

friends, but I specifically recall my close friend | NGcGN0G o was 2
_in Maungdaw, that he had plans to expand his house, but it

was almost prohibitively expensive because of all the fines or bribes he had to pay. Every
single attempt Rohingya made to improve their lives had a heavy toll. It was almost
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impossible to pull themselves out of this cycle. The village departure certificate was
another component of this, which I learned more about when I did the IRI research. It was
this systematic oppression that underpinned so much suffering amongst the Rohingya.
They were slowly being crushed under the weight of all of these restrictions, like a
thousand cuts. It also struck me that this was why many Rohingya that I met supported
ARSA. When I asked amongst my staff, many would respond that the Rohingya where
already dying, they may as well die fighting for something. I heard this sentiment expressed
directly by a Rohingya member of a MHCP team during one of my field visits.

The mental health trauma that I witnessed in Rakhine State was much more severe than I
encountered in Yangon. While I didn’t do research on suicidal ideation in Yangon, my
observational analysis was that people there encountered discrete mental health issues,
often surrounding a particular life event like a loss, or a specific clinical depression. But in
Rakhine State, depression and trauma were just so widespread it was endemic, and
symptoms arose from imposed widespread restrictions rather than individual
circumstances. It was the default way of living.

At ACF, we struggled with our interventions; we did what we could in the circumstances.
So many interventions were just not possible — if a Rohingya child was sick, we could not
ensure access to medical care or freedom of movement to receive it. It often felt like every
avenue was foreclosed to them. In effect, the underlying problems could not be remedied.
When I later worked for Fortify Rights, this was part of what we were documenting — not
just the largescale acts of violence that made the headlines, such as the violent clearance
operations — but the everyday, systematic human rights violations that added to an
unbearable pressure of Rohingya daily lives. I considered this tantamount to genocide —
the Rohingya just simply couldn’t live. Every avenue to survival was closed down around
them.

Other than ACF, there were some other services available, including other agencies such
as MSF which did some mental health and community work, as well as UNHCR, WFP
and ICRC. At the government level, the health infrastructure included Maungdaw hospital,
but the Rohingya believed the Maungdaw hospital to be notorious and feared they would
be harassed, beaten or even killed if they went there. People used to say that if a pregnant
Rohingya woman went there, the hospital staff would abort her baby. I heard this directly
from several Rohingya colleagues in several different conversations, and these rumours
also circulated in the community, although I do not recall hearing recounting their own
specific experience at the hospital. Aside from these stories of abuse, there were also
accounts of Rohingya having to wait all day, or pay extra for treatment, or simply being
unable to access state medical facilities that did not have a designated Muslim ward. The
health services for Rohingya were so bad that anyone with means — including one of my
colleagues on the MHCP team who had a kidney condition — would cross into Bangladesh
to receive treatment rather than try and access medical care in Rakhine state.

Despite the many obstacles in its work, for the most part ACF had an amazing dynamic in
terms of the relations amongst its national staff. It felt like a loving and kind workplace.
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This was in part because there was Rohingya leadership, including at the very top levels,
there was a degree of freedom, autonomy and respect that Rohingya did not often receive
in their working lives. The Rohingya staff seemed very deeply committed to ACF’s
mandate and wanted to serve their community. There was some prejudice towards them
from non-Rolfingya colleagues, although this was often normalized, for instance in the off-
hand use of the term Bengali or "kalar". There were some ethnic Rakhine staff who spoke
Rohingya language and were very well respected, but I recall one Rakhine staff member
who had gone to Sittwe and when he returned for some training, it was apparent that no
one felt free to speak around him. I asked my Rohingya colleagues about this dynamic and
they explained that people were hesitant to speak in his presence. This illustrates the level
of distrust towards some ethnic Rakhine, as the Rohingya feared that they would report
back to the Government.

57. Even ACF didn’t use the term Rohingya, which I found deeply problematic, and which did
not sit well with our Rohingya staff. At one point I conducted a survey amongst 50
Rohingya staff of how they felt at work, and this was something they were clearly upset
about. I wrote up my findings in a report (IIMMO0001557420). ACF explicitly told all the
expats not to use this term. I was advised about this at each of three induction meetings I
had on my arrival. Instead, they were to be called the “Muslim population”, or in Sittwe
they were referred to as rural or urban beneficiaries, with rural being the equivalent of
Rohingya population because IDP camps were located in rural areas. This policy went all
the way to ACF’s headquarters in Paris. When I conducted my assessment of the Rohingya
staff it became clear that the leadership didn’t want me to ask these questions. They did
not give a clear answer why the word Rohingya wasn’t to be used, but there were general
references to sensitivities and security concerns. This was the stance. of so many
humanitarian agencies — they were so fearful of being kicked out of the country that to
some extent they all had to compromise their core humanitarian values in order to stay
operating. One of my Rohingya colleagues identified as such in a public event and ACF
gave him an official warning for using that term.

The situation in Maungdaw before the outbreak of violence in August 2017

General restrictions on the Rohingya Population

58. In addition to the travel restrictions of the Rohingya and their access to medical facilities
which I was directly aware of through my work, I also observed and heard about many
other restrictions imposed on the Rohingya population.

59. Rohingya were required to have a “family photograph” taken every year and submitted to
the authorities, plus they needed to have all family members on a “family list”. I was told
by my Rohingya friends and colleagues that these measures would be used to further de-
legitimize Rohingya and as tools to force them from Rakhine State. By this I mean that if
someone wasn’t in the family photograph for a specific year for any reason, they wouldn’t
be on the family list, meaning they had no right to reside in that household. I recall my
colleaguc NN o1.cc had to travel to Bangladesh and missed the time when
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the authorities were taking his family photograph and as a result he was cut from the family
list. He had to pay the authorities a lot of money to get back onto the list. While this
payment was possible for someone employed by an international agency, it would not have
been possible for many Rohingya.

Various other policies also restricted many aspects of family life. This included restrictions
on the number of children that Rohingya could have, although I do not know how often
that was enforced. I heard from my Rohingya colleagues and friends that a third child for
instance could be “blacklisted” or not included on the family list as only two children were
“authorized”. Similarly, Rohingya needed permission to marry.

There were also the pervasive requirements for identity documents, and the frequent
confiscation of the identity documents that Rohingya were required to produce for all of
their travel. I asked the Rohingya staff in my office about this and they brought their
documentation in to show me, including the National Registration Cards (NRC) belonging
to their grandparents which were highly prized because they provided proof of their status.
Although the actual NRC had since been replaced with different documentation, Rohingya
often still referred to new identity documents, such as the “pink card” as the NRC. My
colleagues also told me about the “white cards” and the national verification card (NVC)
process. In this context they told me about how the constant requirements for identity
documents were used to slowly and systematically deny all of their basic rights.

My Rohingya contacts also spoke to me about religious discrimination, including the
shutting down of mosques. It was also impossible to repair mosques over time because
permission was needed (and would be denied) for any repair or construction work. When
I was in Rakhine State in 2017, cyclone Mora destroyed structures including mosques and
they were never repaired because the permission would not be granted, without substantial
bribes being paid. In Sittwe in 2015 I recall seeing a beautiful iconic mosque that was since
shut down, and another that was later taken over to be used as police barracks.

I never heard of these measures being enforced against other groups. It was always linked
to citizenship status, which was a uniquely Rohingya issue. This was a constant theme in
all of my interactions with Rohingya colleagues and friends. They talked a lot about the
1982 citizenship law and how their rights were denied on the basis of citizenship. Other
groups such as ethnic Rakhine, Daingnet and others to an extent, could function because
of citizenship status. I only know of a few Rohingya who managed to obtain Myanmar
citizenship. One managed to obtain it after I left but it took an immense amount of
resources and that person had connections in high places. I recall stories of others, such as
I < biother, who were able to get citizenship after being smuggled to
Yangon and lying on his paperwork saying he was a Kaman Muslim. Other Rohingya told
me they could get the green associate citizenship card — something akin to naturalized
citizenship — but this would cost as much as $1000 USD, and I heard that this became
almost impossible after the 2017 violence. Likewise, Hindus were able to obtain the green
cards.
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64. 1 did not personally witness any interactions between Rohingya and civilian or military
authorities concerning their identity documentation but heard about it from my colleagues.
One of the hardest things about being evacuated from Rakhine State in the crisis was that
our other Burmese colleagues could also be evacuated, but we had to leave our Rohingya
colleagues behind. Subsequent to my time in Rakhine State, I conducted a wealth of
research on this topic — including for Fortify Rights and the IRI report, so I gathered a lot
of data on this point. One sentiment that became clear through my research was that
Rohingya did not want to accept the NVC, they considered it to be a sham and just one
more attempt by the authorities to de-legitimize them.

65. Idon’trecall if ACF was ever informed by the authorities that we could only hire Rohingya
with certain documentation, at least while I was there. But when I was working with Fortify
Rights in 2018, an ACF colleague in Bangladesh told me that humanitarian organisations
were starting to force their Rohingya staff to take the NVC. I discussed this with an ACF
colleague in Bangladesh named Shomshul Huda.

66. Iregularly heard, both when I was present and subsequently in my research, that movement
was severely restricted for Rohingya in just about all aspects of life, even crossing their
own village. It was harder still to cross past a Buddhist village and nearly impossible for
them to go to another township. Some checkpoints were known as harder to cross. My own
colleague I bcfore he crossed from Maungdaw to
Buthidaung towns, while working for ACF. Prior to working for us, it would have been
prohibitively expensive for him to get the requisite documentation including the Form 4.
To travel to Sittwe or even Yangon would have been almost impossible. As mentioned,
some Rohingya found it easier to pass into Bangladesh by paying for a boat and bribing
the border guard police, than travel in Rakhine State, at least prior to the 2017 violence.

67. From when I was first in Yangon to my time in Rakhine State and then subsequently
throughout my research, I saw some changes in the way that Rohingya were treated. When
I first arrived in Myanmar, they were rejected and seen as not belonging. But after 2017,
there was an unprecedented and visceral hatred towards Rohingya. This included the
protests that I saw in Yangon during my evacuation, with signs saying, “no human rights
for terrorists”. I recall when I was being evacuated and flying from Sittwe to Yangon, the
main headline on the Global New Light of Myanmar was “Terrorists are trying to destroy
Maungdaw”. The hatred really escalated in intensity at the time.

Interactions between authorities and humanitarian organisations and the travel
authorisation system

68. In Rakhine State there were a handful of humanitarian agencies operating, including
Malteser, ICRC, CARE, MSF, UNHCR, UNFPA and WFP, and others who would come
in and out, including the NRC. UNFPA worked with us on mental health. All of the
agencies were trying to do the best we could with the Government restrictions, but there
was a sense that we weren’t necessarily improving the situation; we just tried to help people
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survive. While we were all doing different work independently, there was some
collaboration as well as various working groups to coordinate our efforts. I attended the
protection working group because protection issues sometimes had an MHCP element.
Those meetings were hosted by UNHCR, but I don’t recall specifically all of the other
agencies that attended or how often the meetings were organised. I recall there was
widespread attendance given that protection issues were so important.

Aside from cross agency meetings, I regularly interacted with the staff from UN and other
humanitarian agencies, for instance in the weekends, as it was a small community.

The UN agencies had their own compounds and the other agencies also tended to have
their own dedicated premises. The interviewers asked me whether the population we
worked with would have necessarily known which agency they were interacting with. I did
not think much about this at the time, but in my subsequent research and speaking to people
from Rakhine State, including for the IRI report, it became apparent that the Rohingya
population for instance didn’t necessarily know which organisation they had received
assistance from, they would just say “the UN”.

In Maungdaw, the primary authority that the humanitarian agencies interacted with was

the civilian government, represented by the District Commissioner, often referred to as the
DC. All organisations that worked in Rakhine State had to file an MOU at the Union level
at the commencement of their activities, which set out what they intended to do. All of the
humanitarian agency heads had to coordinate and hold regular meetings with the District
Commissioner. For ACF, it was ACF’s field coordinator, Adam, who primarily engaged
with the District Commissioner and passed that information back to me and other ACF
staff. I do not know who the District Commissioner reported to or if the decisions he
regularly made came from higher up. My understanding from our field coordinator was
that the District Commissioner didn’t necessarily have formal authority over the security
forces in the area but did have power to issue orders or policies that the security forces
would need to enforce. As I will discuss later, when the WFP issued its report, it was the
District Commissioner who revoked our travel and activity permissions.

I was aware that there were also village leaders, or administrators, who could be either
Rohingya or ethnic Rakhine, but I was not aware of the agencies coordinating at that level.
There was also a Township administrator, but I don’t recall any specific interactions at that
level. I don’t recall the name of the District Commissioner that the agencies in Northern
Rakhine State dealt with at that time.

When I arrived in Rakhine State in May 2017, I was told that travel permissions were again
opening up, given that they had become much stricter following the October 2016 violence.
Even then, numerous permissions were required to work and travel in Rakhine State. For
instance, as part of ACF I first needed a travel authorization to enter Northern Rakhine
State, which ACF would apply for in Yangon. We were then required to show our visa,
passport and travel authorisations to get to Sittwe at the jetty leading into Northern
Rakhine. I also needed to submit request for each trip we took outside of Maungdaw town,
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to move around within the districts. I would submit the paperwork to my logistics officer
who sent it onwards. I am not entirely sure who approved that authorisation but I believe
it was at the district level. I do not recall having to justify the purpose of each trip, but it
nonetheless became burdensome having to apply for authorisation for every single
movement in advance, as this left very little space for any change of schedule. There were
also some blanket cut-offs where no one could move around. I believe this was applied
fairly consistency across the agencies; I don’t recall any agency being singled out for worse
treatment, although there were rumours that some agencies may have received more
favourable treatment because they had made a sort of deal with the government.

74. Other than denials of authorisations, I do not recall explicit instances of the authorities
interfering in the work of humanitarian agencies, although I recall instances where ACF’s
field coordinator would inform us that the security forces — I do not recall which ones
specifically — would commandeer ACF’s large transport boats and use them for a day or
50. ACF had its own speedboats that would carry 5-6 people and then these larger wooden
boats for moving goods. I don’t recall specifically when the security forces took our boats
but I believe it was throughout the period I was there, not necessarily in the leadup to the
August 2017 crisis. I do not recall any specific instances of security forces visiting any
ACEF facilities.

Checkpoints

75. In addition to the travel authorizations that we had to submit in advance, there were
numerous checkpoints throughout Rakhine State, which I regularly had to cross when
travelling to the OTPs. Some of these were bigger, more established checkpoints and some
were more informal. At nearly all, I would have to submit two copies of my passport and
travel authorisation, meaning I would travel with a bundle of hard copies for this purpose.
I never saw what happened with the paper documents that we handed over. I don’t recall
recognizing the same personnel at checkpoints, I didn’t pay much attention to the
personnel.

76. The checkpoints were generally fixed in location, until August when I started to see new
ad hoc military checkpoints, as described below. Each checkpoint generally had a small
shack or shelter made of wood, concrete, or sandbags. Some of the bigger ones had an
office building or post. Usually there was no physical barrier at the checkpoint — the
personnel just waited to stop people, although I saw barbed wire etc. nearby meaning they
could have closed the road if they needed to.

77. Iregularly travelled from Maungdaw town through the mountain road to Buthidaung town
where there were four regular checkpoints. During my interview, I marked these using
Google Earth (IIMM0001557421). They are marked as “Checkpoint 1 2017” through to
“Checkpoint 4 2017”.

78. 1 had previously provided the Mechanism with a photograph showing a checkpoint
(IIMM0001477755). I took this photograph on one of my ACF trips to an OTP in northern
Maungdaw. 1.don’t recall much about this specific checkpoint — nothing memorable
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happened on that occasion — but I had wanted to take one photograph of a checkpoint so
took one on my mobile phone. The person shown in the photograph appears to be from the
army — he is wearing a plain (not camouflage) green shirt with some kind of vest. I don’t
know or recognise that specific soldier. The interviewers told me that they had been able
to extract geocoordinates from the metadata of the photograph I had sent to them. They
showed me on Google Earth the location of the coordinates. Seeing this on the map, this
confirms to me that this would have indeed been a trip to our OTPs in Northern Maungdaw,
as we had OTPs in Kyein Chaung, Ngan Chaung and Ta Man Thar. On the way north into
Maungdaw we could have been stopped four to five times to get to Ta Man Thar. The
coordinates may be a few meters off — because the precise location shown appears to be
just off the road — but otherwise I believe this is the correct area. I marked this location on
the Google Earth file (IIMMO0001557421) with a pin entitled “IIMMO0001477755”.

In addition to the more established checkpoints, there were also “stations” between
neighbourhoods. It wouldn’t even be clear to an outsider that you were necessarily leaving
a village ot ward as they often ran into each other, but there would still be a station where
documentation would be checked.

The documentation requirements at checkpoints were even more burdensome for Rohingya
colleagues. If they were to travel between townships, Rohingya had to submit an additional
form known as the “Form 4”, which was for anyone without a national identity card.
Because Rohingya were not recognized as citizens, Form 4 was a specific additional
authorisation for them that did not apply to foreigners or ethnic Rakhine people. To travel
within the township, Rohingya needed a different piece known as the “village departure
certificate”.

At checkpoints, while I could often stay in the ACF car and hand over my documents,
Rohingya staff needed to get out of the vehicle. On the occasions that I saw Rohingya
colleagues at checkpoints, they were usually treated respectfully, I did not see them being
detained or searched. However, I believe this may have been because they were in our
presence, because I frequently heard reports from them that when they travelled without
expats, they were treated disrespectfully or extorted for money or favours. My |

told me about a specific occasion that he was travelling by motorbike
and wasn’t wearing a helmet, so he was allowed to pass only if he brought something back
for the guards at the checkpoint. The other occasion, when his motorbike was confiscated,
occurred at one of the “station” checkpoints that I mentioned.

I heard anecdotally about beatings at checkpoints, but I don’t recall hearing of specific
accounts at the time. However, when I later conducted my research for the IRI report, I
heard frequent accounts of verbal or physical abuse and extortion.

For the majority of the time that I was there, the checkpoints I encountered moving around
Rakhine State were manned by the BGP, not the military. I elaborate more about my
knowledge of the security forces further below. Depending on the size of the checkpoint
there may have been 2-4 BGP personnel present. The BGP that I saw at checkpoints were
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generally armed. I do not know a lot about weapons but would describe them as hand-held
assault-style rifles. I do not recall now whether they carried or used any communications
equipment.

84. 1do not recall seeing non-uniformed personnel at the checkpoints. One exception could be
the bigger checkpoints such as the checkpoint in the mountains between Maungdaw and
Buthidaung (that I marked as "Checkpoint 3 2017" on the map): because these were bigger
and more remote, I believe that BGP would also sleep there, so it might have been possible
to have seen someone “off duty” in the background, not in uniform.

85. In general, I never experienced any direct discrimination or hostilities from the authorities
at checkpoints. I spoke a bit of Burmese and I found this helped. Only one time an officer
searched my bag but was happy and kind. My interactions on this personal level were civil.

Interactions with security forces

86. My interactions with security forces were limited to checkpoints. T did not interact with
them as part of my role at ACF. The rest of ACF also tended to coordinate through the
District Commissioner, via ACF’s field coordinator. I do not recall receiving any specific
security briefings about the security forces from ACF.

87. I came to recognise the BGP uniforms from the personnel I regularly saw at checkpoints.
The BGP I saw wore plain grey shirts (not a camouflage pattern) with some dark blue
detailing. They had distinctive insignia on the upper arm, but I cannot recall the precise
colour or design now. When I saw them with headgear, it was often hats that I would
describe as almost cowboy style with a round brim that curled up on the sides, but I did
not see them all wearing this. As mentioned, they usually had hand-held assault style rifles.

88. I saw members of the army (Tatmadaw) less frequently. The ones I saw wore light green
uniforms with plain fabric (not camouflage). I don’t recall if they wore specific headgear.
I was not able to distinguish between particular units within the Tatmadaw. The only time '
I saw the military with heavy weaponry was in the build-up to the 2017 violence, when I
saw heavier, mounted weaponry on their military trucks and at their ad hoc checkpoints. [
do not know the name of the weaponry.

89. The Rohingya I spoke to did not tend to distinguish specifically between the different
armed forces, for instance when talking about incursions into their villages. I recall the
BGP presence at the time but don’t recall specifically encountering regular police forces
or hearing much about them.

90. I was asked if I recalled seeing security forces using the river at any time. Other than
hearing that our wooden boats were occasionally commandeered, I don’t recall river
checkpoints or seeing security forces using the river at any time that [ was there.

Attitudes towards the humanitarian community from the local population

91. The attitude of the local Rohingya population towards the humanitarian community was
positive, they saw us as a life-line and they were desperate for any livelihood support. The
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humanitarian agencies also created work opportunities for the Rohingya plus a chance for
some education, cultural exchange, and exchange of information about the world outside
of Rakhine State.

The ethnic Rakhine population, however, largely hated the humanitarian community.
There were several organised protests in Maungdaw and Sittwe when I was in Rakhine

State and we understood the intention of these protests was to try and get us kicked out of

Rakhine State. The perception was that the humanitarian agencies were providing services
to the Rohingya, thereby favoring them over other groups, but of course the Rohingya were
the ones with the greatest needs. I don’t recall specifically seeing protests myself at this
time, but I heard about this from my colleagues because this had potential security
implications for our work. I do not know about the scale or organisation of these protests.
There were some rumours that the protestors were paid to be there by nationalist groups.

I was also aware of the general sentiment against the humanitarian community by ethnic
Rakhines from what was being said on social media. I found out after the August 2017
events that in the wake of the crisis there was even pressure not to unload humanitarian
supplies because there was such a strong sentiment to deny the Rohingya any assistance at
all. T also recall that shortly before August 2017, the military announced that it had found
an ARSA camp and it was reported that ARSA had WFP biscuits there. This was turned
into propaganda that the UN was supporting terrorists. I recall seeing Facebook posts about
this at the time and also heard from other humanitarian colleagues. Facebook provided a
pulse on public sentiment at the time given that it was so pervasive, it was widely
understood that “Facebook is the internet” in Myanmar during that time.

On my 2015 trip to Sittwe I also developed some friendships with Rakhine people. One of
them in particular shared with me his view that there was favoritism towards the Rohingya
even though “they don’t even exist”. His view was that the humanitarians were seen as
partial and only assisted the "kalars" or Bengalis, as he and other Rakhines called them.

Restriction/suspension of humanitarian aid

93

96.

While I was in Rakhine State in 2017 the release of a WFP nutrition report marked a major
turning point in humanitarian operations. It was a damning report about malnutrition in
Rakhine State. It said that children were “wasting away” and that virtually no Rohingya
children under two years of age met minimal diet requirements. I don’t know if the report
was intended to be public or it was leaked, but it reached the attention of the authorities.
The period of normalcy in terms of travel authorisation — which had resumed some time
after the October 2016 violence — was upended again.

Both our travel and activity permissions were revoked. The latter meant that our OTPs in
the villages essentially could not operate. ACF’s field coordinator informed me of this
decision after the District Commissioner conveyed it — I believe orally - to him and other
agency focal points. The restrictions affected all of the agencies. This occurred only a few
weeks before the August 2017 violence.
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97. T do not know if the decision came from higher than the District Commissioner, but his
decision meant that he would no longer authorise travel permissions at the district level, it
had to come from the state level. That essentially halted our ability to travel, with the
exception of some authorisations we had already obtained.

98. One of the points of contention was that the WFP hadn’t mentioned this report in the MOU
it submitted in order to operate in Rakhine State. I don’t believe the report even went as
far as to apportion responsibility, but the response of the authorities was simply for the fact
that the dire situation of the Rohingya was being made public in such stark terms. The
response conveyed by the District Commissioner was that authorisations would be revoked
until the government conducted its own study into the “real situation” in Rakhine State. I
never heard of such a report any follow up by the authorities in terms of malnutrition. It
was a cruel irony that a report exposing malnutrition was used to sever the vital lifeline of
humanitarian aid. I recall the ACF nutrition team leader, Laura, saying in no uncertain
terms that this decision would have immediate consequences; children would die because
our aid was being cut off.

99. I don’t recall any resistance or defiance by the humanitarian community. It would have
been futile. I don’t know if the report and its consequences was discussed amongst the
local population, while it was explosive amongst the humanitarian community, the
beneficiary population probably only noticed their situation getting worsebut may not have
known why.

Escalation of military presence in the run-up to the August 2017 violence

100.In the weeks immediately preceding 25 August I saw an increase in military presence in
the area. Whereas previously I had mostly noticed BGP at checkpoints, I now saw new ad-
hoc army outposts set up on some of the roads, although I did not notice any new army
encampments or bases as such.

101.1 recall a specific trip that I took with some expat friends and an ACF Rohingya driver, to
a beach location one weekend, which we had permission to travel to. I had already made
this trip about three or four times without incident, but in the lead-up to the violence we
noticed numerous newly established army checkpoints on this road, possibly as many as
six of them. We were stopped at some of them, showed our papers, and were allowed to
pass. I recognized that it was the army based on the uniforms. I was asked by the
interviewers if I could confidently mark the location of the beach that I visited on a map. I
said that I could not do this from memory, but I still had photographs of that beach on my
iPhone which had retained the location information. I transmitted 2 photographs to the
Mechanism during my interview (IIMMO0001557418 and IIMM0001557419), and also
looked up the coordinates and plotted those onto the Google Earth file (IIMMO0001557421)
with a pin entitled “Beach location 2017”. Looking at the map, there is more than one route
leading from Maungdaw town south towards the beach and I am not confident now which
one we took.
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102.During that time I also saw increased military troop movements on the roads, in terms of

convoys of trucks. This coincided with the period that our permissions had been suspended
following the WFP report. My travel was heavily restricted in the immediate run-up to the
violence, however, I could still pass on the road from Maungdaw through the mountains
to Buthidaung and I did that day trip quite frequently in the two weeks leading up to the
violence, as I aimed to finalise my work before my contract ended. I recall seeing several
convoys of green army trucks — with canvass coverings at the back and troops in the green
uniforms — driving on that road around Maungdaw town. I could not say which units they
belonged to or where they originated from.

103.From that main road, on a few occasions during that period, I also saw army convoys

heading towards the villages. I was able to see that because there are expanses of rice
paddies on the sides of the road between Maungdaw and Buthidaung and so I could clearly
see the convoys and their movements. I do not know which particular villages they were
going to but I believed these were Rohingya villages because one of my Rohingya co-
workers lived in that area and there were several Rohingya villages one next to another.

104.1 don’t recall any official communications at the time about the build-up of military forces,

although the agencies all spoke about it and we heard a lot of rumours from our field staff,
who were already talking about increased clearance operations, meaning incursions into
their villages. In the weeks leading up to 25 August I recall my colleague, I staying
in the office late one night and saying he was scared to go back to his village because he
expected these operations could be carried out in his village at night. Around the same
time, we were also concerned of ARSA activity, and had heard rumours about an increase
in ARSA operations, including the targeting of village administrators. Mostly, we were
concerned that violence by ARSA would be met by a huge wave of violence in return, as
had been the case in 2012 and in 2016. My colleagues that experienced the 2016 violence
were already saying that the sense of tension during this period was far more substantial
than anything they felt in 2016.

105.Around this period, I also heard gun-shots around the ACF office in Maungdaw one

evening. Tension was mounting and the threat of violence seemed to be encroaching closer
and closer. Fortunately, Mobile phone communication remained available during this
period, and into the crisis, so I was constantly in contact with expat and Rohingya
colleagues and friends. There was a lot of speculation about what was happening but no
clear information about the massive violence that was about to ensue.

Outbreak of violence in Maungdaw, August 2017 and my evacuation

Note I wrote after my evacuation

106.After my evacuation from Rakhine State and once I arrived in Thailand, T composed a

record of what had happened in my last few days in Myanmar. I initially wrote this on
paper but eventually turned it into typed document. The entire process took several weeks.
It is an account of my personal experience, framed by the situation leading up the August
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2017 violence, the outbreak of violence, my evacuation to Yangon and the immediate
aftermath. Because of my background in trauma counselling, I thought writing everything
down would be important path to my own understanding and to process everything that
had happened so quickly and had been so hard and horrific at the time. Also, I knew that I
had witnessed something big. As the reported number of refugees entering Bangladesh
steadily climbed, I wanted to document these significant events.

107.At the time that I started writing this note, I was exhausted, but as I recuperated, I found
the time and space to dedicate to this undertaking.

108.The interviewers showed me a document (IIMM00011477764). I confirm that this is the
note that I wrote following my evacuation and that I previously conveyed to the
Mechanism. I re-read it in preparation for this interview. I consider it accurately reflects
what I experienced at the time.

109.The interviewers asked me to comment or elaborate on specific aspects of this note, at the
following page references:

e [IMMO0001477764_ 000001

o “Later, the military sent several more troops to NRS and started doing more
clearance operations”: As 1 have previously mentioned, “clearance
operations”, meaning military operations into villages, mostly at night, were
occurring even before the major attacks of late August 2017.

o “and closer to downtown Maungdaw than ever before”: This was based on my
own experienced and what my colleagues were telling me at the time, that
downtown Maungdaw had previously been unaffected by violence but, at that
time, the operations were getting closer to the urban centre.

e [IMMO0001477764 000002

o “the men run to the jungle to hide (to avoid arrest)”: Here I am referring to men
being suspected of being affiliated with ARSA, so hiding from the security
forces to avoid arrest and torture. I heard accounts from Rohingya friends and
colleagues about this in the weeks immediately before 25 August 2017.

o “leaving the women and children behind and vulnerable”: This was based on
accounts I heard during my time in Rakhine State concerning the pattern of
these incursions into villages, where women would be sexual assaulted by
security forces, and the houses would be looted. Our MHCP team relayed these
accounts in the context of our suicidal ideation project. Rape and subsequent
ostracization by the Rohingya community were discussed in relation to our
mental health work. I do not recall hearing specific individual accounts of
sexual assault at that time or specific accounts involving children, but can only
imagine the impact upon them being present during these searches and the
trauma that would involve.

o “The reason everyone is scared of clearance operations is because they are so
invasive Military and border guard police (BGP) come at night and search
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through the houses.”: This information was based on what my colleagues at the
time told me, including | NN ERENEEEEEEENEN -« M vho personally
experienced these events. Thinking back on it now, I don’t specifically recall
why I said the BGP and military in particular, I cannot now recall the specific
role of these groups.

“Villages were burned, women raped, and civilians shot from helicopters”: 1
recall reading this in a 2016 flash report published by the UN, but I don’t have
first-hand knowledge of this.

IIMMO0001477764 000003
o “lastly a small town in Rathedaung township was besieged by military and BGP

Jorces.”: I don’t recall the name of that town, but the siege was well known and
widely reported. I remember hearing about it from the ACF team that I was
working with. I don’t know the specific role of the military of BGP in that
operation or why that particular village was targeted.

“So, this is our current status, back to the tension. INGOs are not allowed to
work, human rights abuses are ongoing, military operations are in full swing”:
I based this on the buildup that I was seeing, including the increased
checkpoints, the increased military presence of the roads, and the accounts from
my colleagues and friends, including my colleague who was afraid to go home
to his village at night.

IIMMO0001477764 000006
o “several of us prepared the hibernation room with a mattress, mats, fans, etc.

Jor the possibility of an ACF refugee camp”: 1 provided the Mechanism with a
photograph (IIMMO0001477784) that shows our hibernation room, which had
previously been used as a gym in the ACF guesthouse. It was the furthest room
from the road. The neighbours came to the guesthouse on the 26th of August.
The people in the photograph are Rohingya families from the neighbourhood
surrounding the office. They were seeking shelter from the sporadic gunfire and
explosions in town. The ACF guesthouse had concrete walls and was much
safer than their homes, often made from wood or bamboo.

[IMM0001477764 000010

“we needed to get our Burmese staff’: By this I mean the national, non-
Rohingya staff, who could be evacuated.

e JIMMO0001477764 000011
o “frantically trying to coordinate getting our in-pats to the fleet office”: The term

“in-pats” refers specifically to Burmese staff who came from elsewhere in
Myanmar such as Yangon, but not ethnic Rakhine, because they lived in
Rakhine State.
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o “Adam had been shot at that day”: There had been some soldiers stationed
outside the guesthouse that day. They were not the ones who later escorted us,
but I don’t know what their role was. Adam told me they had fired in his
direction, or above his head. Other than that, I don’t recall the ACF or other
humanitarian staff being directly targeted during that period, but I do remember
hearing bullets striking the ACF house while we were hibernating. Later, the
Rohingya staff who remained behind sent some photographs in our Skype .
group which they said showed damage from gunshots in our building. I
received these one or two weeks after the events.

= ] conveyed the photographs taken by my colleagues of the guesthouse
to the Mechanism. The interviewers showed me the four images
(IIMMO0001477818), (IIMMO0001477817), (IIMMO0001477809) and
(IIMMO0001477799) and I confirm these are the photographs that were
conveyed to me.

o [IMMO0001477764 000012

o “We waited about ten minutes until five army and BGP vehicles rolled in. They
had an assortment of vehicles some small pickup trucks, a big-covered troop
carrier, and a dump truck with soldiers standing in the back manning weapons
that were stationed at the four corners. Troops got out of the truck and formed
a sort of perimeter, crouching down and pointing their guns down the street.
They were not messing around they looked like they expected to be attacked
any minute.”: 1 don’t recall now exactly how I would have distinguished
between the army and the BGP.

o [IMMO0001477764 000012 to IIMMO0001477764_000013:

o “We were all also a little nervous about being protected by the army because
maybe that opens us up to attacks by ARSA, if they see us with the army.”: At
that time, we were so hypervigilant, we were worried about any scenario. We
were also worried that without an escort, we could also be attacked by the army.
But we were in an information vacuum when we were locked inside, and we
didn’t have a good idea of what ARSA was doing or what their capacities were
at that time.

e [IMMO0001477764 000013:

o “We assumed the convoy was rolling with us all the way to Buthidaung, nope.
After a couple of miles, the army convoy pulled off to the side of the road and
waved us on.”: This was just after the UNHCR compound, they just pulled over
and waved us on. We were surprised that they left us unaccompanied because
we initially expected an escort all of the way. They only escorted us for about
5 minutes of our estimated 45 minutes trip. I didn’t see where they went after
that.
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= The whole trip from Maungdaw town to the outskirts of Buthidaung
town probably took about 45 minutes. The trip to the jetty took about
another 10 minutes because we were disoriented and it took us longer
to find the jetty.
= The jetty is visible on my Google Earth file (IIMMO0001557421), where
I have mapped my evacuation route. It is right by Pin 2. I had only come
by boat on two previous occasions, so [ wasn’t very familiar with the
area. I usually saw small speed boats around that jetty. The boats we
took for the evacuation were provided by the US embassy. The boat ride
was choppy and slow hence it took four hours. A public boat would
have taken six hours.
=  From the river, I could not see any military presence on the land.
“As Adam drove through the mountains, I became his secretary, answering
calls from our country director (Juan), and coordinating with | KNEGNNEGcNEG
I didn’t
interact with him closely and haven’t stayed in touch with him.

1IMMO0001477764_000014:

o

o

“We had about 30 disgruntled verbally aggressive Rakhine nationalists taking
photos of us, and we really didn’t care.”: These people were already at the jetty
when we arrived. They were videoing us and seemed hostile towards us, which
I gathered based on their expressions and body language. I couldn’t understand
what they were saying but they seemed to be directing comments towards us.
From the context I assumed they were hostile because we were from a
humanitarian agency and would have been working for the Rohingya
population. I felt this was quite a dangerous moment — I never really felt a direct
threat from the Tatmadaw but was concerned about what the Rakhine
population would do. Around this time — I can’t recall if it was before or after
— the State Counsellor’s office had also announced that some humanitarian
offices were assisting “terrorists”, meaning ARSA, in Maungdaw. This seemed
absurd to me given how closely our movements in Rakhine State had been
controlled, so this seemed to be simply playing into the nationalist sentiment in
the country with no basis in fact.

We were sitting waiting in those boats for what felt like a long time, and I felt
vulnerable in that situation. Approximately an hour later, we started to see our
images being shared on Facebook, and people were writing hateful comments
underneath.

IIMMO0001477764_000015:

“On the way, we saw three more burning villages in Buthidaung South and
Rathdedaung North. I took photos and geotagged all of the locations on google
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maps where we saw burning.”: This is the process that I described at the start
of my witness statement, where I geotagged the estimated locations in real time.
= [ didn’t have any information at the time about who or what group was
behind these fires.
o “We floated into Buthidaung”: this is an error, I meant to write that we floated
into Sittwe.

e [IMMO0001477764_000016:

o “We were reunited [...] at the Sittwe airport”: There were more people talking
photographs of us at the airport and there was some interest in what we were
doing, but the overall attitude was less hostile. Some of the photographs taken
at the airport made it to the international news, including the Guardian. Before
boarding the plane, the authorities took photographs of our passports one more
time, which I had never experienced before.

o I cannot recall if there was any military presence at the airport, but there were
immigration officers. 1 don’t recall any military, police or helicopters
suggesting the airport was used for military purposes at that moment.

e I[IMMO0001477764 000016 to IIMMO0001477764_000017:
o When we were almost home from the office, we saw a protest under the
Myaynigone overpass. Two people were holding a sign that said “no human
rights for terrorists.”: This was a small protest of about 10 people. I took a
photograph of this protest and conveyed it the Mechanism (ITIMMO0001477795)
The individual that I spoke with is not shown in this photograph.

e [IMMO0001477764_000024:

o “He was crying . They were trapped in a village and they hadn’t been able to
offer Eid prayers. He said he was hopeless and he was thinking of killing
himself”: He had fled his house because he was a young man who was scared
of arrest and torture. His mother and sister had stayed. He made his way to
another village, which was surrounded by a river. The military were advancing
and thus he was trapped against the river. He felt that it was inevitable that the
military would come for him. He was sleeping outside, was finding it difficult
to source food. I recall him sending me some images or videos around that time,
possibly including ones that he took himself.

o I also kept in close contact with other colleagues in the following weeks. I
would buy phone credit and send it to them to enable them to keep in touch. In
the beginning they spoke to me, but I also later facilitated their contact to
journalists. I have remained in contact with many of them until today.
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Evacuation video

110.Itook a video during my evacuation from Maungdaw, using my iPhone. It depicts a portion
of the journey that I took, not the entire trip. The interviewers showed me a video
(IIMMO0001477925). 1 confirm that this is the video that I took during my evacuation from
Maungdaw, which I previously conveyed to the Mechanism. During that trip it was just
me and the ACF field coordinator in the car.

111.The video tracks the route we took from Maungdaw towards Buthidaung town. The road
that is shown in the video is the only road I ever took from Maungdaw to Buthidaung
through the mountains, I wasn’t aware of any other route. I had taken that route several
times previously, probably at least once a week, sometimes more. On those occasions, I
rarely ever saw other vehicles on the road. Before the escalation in August 2017, I don’t
recall seeing any security forces on that road. There may have been a railroad through those
mountains, but I don’t believe that was functioning anymore.

112.Right at the beginning of the video a large vehicle with a covered tarp is visible on the
right, which says "Police" on the side. On the left there is a BGP pick-up style vehicle that
is white and blue with a covered area for passengers at the back. It’s possible that the one
that says “Police” is also BGP, judging from the colour scheme, and my recollection that
I barely ever saw regular police which were not BGP. The personnel there look like they
are BGP.

113.The interviewers asked if I was able to comment or elaborate on specific aspects of the
video, at the following time-stamps:

00:02:25 - 00:03:15: I heard gunshots when I was in the car. I started getting out of the
car to check what was happening but our field coordinator came back and said they (the
security forces who were there to escort us) were shooting into the air. They would have
been about 50 metres away from where I was. Earlier that day our field coordinator said
security forces had shot in his direction, but this was the only other time there were
shots close to us that day.

00:04:38: At that moment I saw what seemed to be military helicopters flying over the
rice paddies near Maungdaw town. It was the first time I saw them in Northern Rakhine
State.

00:05:08 — 00:05:30: This shows the smokestacks coming out of the villages off the
main road as we were driving. This was right outside of Maungdaw town. I could see
both black and white smoke. In this area there are several small Rohingya villages that
run close to each other. We were saying it could have been our colleague,

village. He had called me only a few minutes before we left saying he thought
his village would be set on fire imminently, having recently fled in the knowledge it
would be destroyed. I knew that he lived in that area, but I don’t know for sure that was
his village. I don’t recall the name of his village now, but in my note I had referenced
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“Myote Taw Gyi” (IIMMO0001477764_000013), in reference to this same moment, so
it could have been that one.

e 00:08:00 — 00:08:05: I recall passing this large building that is under construction, with
the red roof, but I don’t know what it is. This is before we reached the UNHCR office.

e 00:09:12 — 00:10:30: Here the traffic comes to a stop. We didn’t know what was
happening at the time. We initially thought we were going to UNHCR, so were
confused, but then it transpired we were going to continue all the way to Buthidaung.

e 00:10:47 —00:11:00: This is the UNHCR building, the one that I pinned on the Google
Earth map. This is by the checkpoint that I referenced on the map as Checkpoint 2.

e (0:13:57 — I don’t recognise this building.

o 00:14:05— 00:14:10: At 14:08, in the foreground there is someone with a green helmet
and a camouflage vest, but he appears to be wearing a simple black tee-shirt underneath.
I don’t know what security force he would be associated with especially because he
doesn’t even appear to be in a full uniform. In the background it looks like BGP
personnel, in the camouflage uniforms with the blue hats. I say BGP because I associate
blue and grey with the BGP, but this is not the uniform with the solid colours which 1
was used to seeing at the checkpoints. I don’t know if or how the BGP in this
camouflage were different form the BGP I was accustomed to seeing.

e 00:15:35: I don’t know what this building is.

e 00:19:00 — 00:20:20: This is Checkpoint 3 that I marked on the Google Earth map. The
vehicle of CARE is in the very front, another ACF vehicle is immediately in front of
us, then we are at the back of the convoy. There are three armed security personnel
visible from 00:19:36, but only one of them looks to me to be wearing a BGP uniform
(dark grey/blue). The others are not in uniform, including a man in shorts. This was
unusual; normally the personnel on-duty at checkpoints would be in full uniform, but
this might have been due to the exceptional circumstances of that day.

e 00:26:58 —00:27:04: At 00:26:58 I can see a soldier in the back of a truck, with a dark
camouflage uniform, consistent with the personnel I saw at 00:14:08, whom I thought
were BGP. Moving forward, there are more soldiers visible in the truck. Some have
camouflage helmets with solid coloured shirts, as well as non-uniformed individuals. I
don’t know their status or who they are affiliated with. At 00:27:19 there is another
truck with what appears to be BGP personnel, with the plain grey uniform I was
accustomed to seeing the BGP wear. There is also a number visible on the outside of
the truck.
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00:27:22: In this SUV style vehicle (which looks like a private vehicle) I can see
personnel in the front and back, who are wearing the BGP patch that I was familiar
with.

At 00:41:07 the video concludes. This appears to be the outskirts of Buthidaung, where
I stopped the video in order to open Google maps on my phone, because we didn’t know
how to get to the jetty.

Photographs taken during the evacuation

114.1 took some photographs during the evacuation showing the rising smokestacks. The
interviewers showed me a series of photos as follows, and I can confirm these are the
images I took which I previously conveyed to the Mechanism:

IIMMO0001477853: This is taken from Buthidaung, at the jetty on the boat.
[IMMO0001477848: This was taken from the road on the way to UNHCR.

[IMMO0001477844: This is a zoomed-in version of the photograph above
(IIMMO0001477848).

[IMMO0001477847: 1 was -already on the river when I too this photograph. The
photograph has the coordinates of the burning, that I estimated at the time, saved into
the file name.

1IMMO0001477845: This was taken from the river.

1IMMO0001477831: This was taken from the river. The photograph has the coordinates
of the burning, that I estimated at the time, saved into the file name.

IIMMO0001477802: This was taken from the boat on the river. The photograph has the
coordinates of the burning, that I estimated at the time, saved into the file name.

Spread of information about me on social media

115.Later, when I got back to Yangon, I gave an interview with my name to someone who was
present at the protest I came across, but I didn’t expect that it would be so widely circulated.
By the next day, someone had connected that story with the photographs of me at the
Buthidaung jetty, together with a photograph of my passport, and put that on Facebook
saying I was helping terrorists and making threats against me. At that point, I was informed
by ACF that other organisations were saying my life was in danger and that’s when I left
the country. During that time, I routinely saw this kind of posts circulating on social media
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(Facebook), or friends alerted me to them. In some instances, they had been shared over a
thousand times. I took screenshots of some of the posts and provided them to the
Mechanism. I don’t know any of the people whose Facebook pages these were taken from:

e IIMMO0001477815: This is the defamatory post that has my passport scan attached. This
was circulated right before I left Yangon; I saw it on the 29" of August. I don’t recall
who published it or how they got my passport scan — a copy of my passport would have
been in virtually every checkpoint I had passed through for ACF work. It was also
customary to provide a passport copy at hotels and guesthouses etc. My friends
translated some of the comments that were written in Burmese. The general gist was
that I was helping terrorists and should get out of the country.

e IMMO0001477824: This was a Facebook post with my photograph. I took this screenshot
after several people forwarding it to me. This is one of the photographs taken when I
was waiting for the boat at the Buthidaung jetty.

e IIMMO0001477800: This was another post showing a photograph taken at the jetty.

e IIMMO0001477769: This shows a photograph of me during the evacuation, as well as
some information that I had uploaded to my personal Facebook page, some aspects of
which were public at the time.

e [IMMO0001477762: 1 took this screenshot. It again shows me during the evacuation.

Sexual and gender-based violence

116.1 did not personally witness any instances of sexual or gender-based violence during my
time in Rakhine State or recall a specific first-hand account that I can share. However, I
recall my ACF colleagues often talking about this. In one training, members of my MHCP
team shared stories of women being taken from villages or kidnapped off the side of the
road and taken to military bases and raped. I don’t believe the victims were people whom
my MHCP team had treated specifically, but rather accounts that they heard through the
Rohingya community. In one account provided by an MHCP colleague, a commander had
specifically requested that his soldiers go and find a woman, and thus a Rohingya woman
was abducted, detained and raped by him. I don’t recall our team keeping records of these
accounts, it could have been dangerous if such records were found, and in any event very
little could have been done to remedy the situation. The impression I had is that these
crimes wouldn’t have been reported, because there was no one to report them to.

Crimes against children

117.While in Rakhine State I did not receive any specific accounts of crimes against or
involving children, other than the aforementioned example of _s village,
where the men and boys were detained and beaten.
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Detention

118.1 recall a few days before August 25 2017, a very large number of men were arrested and

taken to a detention facility during a clearance operation. I don’t recall the location, but
this was widely discussed. One of the men was killed before they got to the jail. I heard
this from my staff in the Buthidaung office, because I was in Buthidaung when it happened.
I didn’t know which jail at the time, although from my subsequent research I inferred it
could have been Buthidaung prison. My Rohingya contacts would say that arrests were
invariably violent and that it was difficult to be released from prison without paying a
substantial amount, because there was no formal judicial process regulating release.

ARSA

119.1 do not know much about ARSA, it was very secretive. Even the Rohingya would call

them “the unknown group” instead of saying the name. There was a lot of speculation and
uncertainty, especially amongst the expats.

120.When I was in Rakhine State, my impression was that there was strong support for ARSA.

This information came mostly from my closest five or six Rohingya colleagues, including
I | ook an active interest in this issue which is why I discussed it
with them once. I recall a specific time we met socially and talked about this in some detail,
and one of them said 95% of Rohingya people support ARSA. They informed me that
ARSA were pushing against some of the restrictions in a vigilante justice manner. For
instance, I heard specifically that ARSA had killed certain village administrators or others
known to be government informants against the Rohingya. I never heard any specific
insights into ARSA operations or activities. With colleagues, we discussed general events
at the time. I assumed that because the Rohingya community was so well connected, some
information about ARSA would have been shared informally amongst the community, and
mobile phone communication was widespread, so people spoke often.

121.My impression was that this initial support for ARSA waned once so many Rohingya fled

to Bangladesh in 2017, partly because of resentment towards ARSA for the attacks that
sparked this massive wave of violence. Subsequently, in the camps in Cox’s Bazar, ARSA
have been active and have consolidated power. But because of their alleged involvement
in the killing of Rohingya leader Mohib Ullah, they lost a lot of support. I noted this change
amongst people I knew who had previously supported ARSA. Support for ARSA now
seems to be at an all-time low.

Interactions with the Buddhist community

122.In Sittwe in 2015 when I went into the IDP camps, I video-interviewed an ethnic Rakhine

Buddhist monk about his attitudes towards the Rohingya. One of the comments he made
in reference to the Rohingya was along the lines of “when there is a beautiful land and a
violent fire is destroying it, sometimes you have to do violent things to put out the fire”.

123. I interviewed him at a monastery in Sittwe. I don’t recall his name or his position or level

of seniority in the monastery or the Buddhist community. My contact in Sittwe, | IGEN
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I 'od put me in touch with a Rakhine student, whose name I don’t recall
anymore, to set up this meeting, after I said it would be interesting to speak to a monk on
this topic. It was just me, the monk and my translator present during the interview. The
monk knew I was video interviewing him and I told him I might use this video for some
awareness purposes. I never saw this monk again after that. Subsequently my brother-in-
law put together a short film on the Rohingya and I believe some of my video interview
made it into his film. The film was called “modern day genocide... Myanmar’s Rohingya”
and it is available at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7rR6FHISSKw.

My publications and subsequent research in Bangladesh and Myanmar

Research in Cox’s Bazar in 2013

124.During my first visit to Bangladesh in 2013 working with UNHCR, I was doing mental
health and traumatic events research with the registered, adult Rohingya refugee
population. This involved documenting their circumstances and the stressors they faced in
the camps. Since the research focused on the registered refugee population, most of the
refugees I interacted with then had been there for decades — up to 25 years, and probably
did not include individuals who had fled as a result of the 2012 violence. This resulted in
the article “Daily Stressors” (IIMM0001501958).

2018 visits to Bangladesh

125.In 2018 I visited Cox’s Bazar four or five times between around May and August, working
for Fortify Rights as a researcher and project coordinator in a participatory Rohingya
research project. I first hired and trained a Rohingya team to run focus groups in different
camps, in order to obtain community input on what the research should focus on and make
sure it was a truly Rohingya led and owned project. My job was to build the capacity and
guide the researcher towards obtaining high quality and reliable data, in line with the initial
feedback given. I also oversaw the data collection and analysis. My last trip was to assist
the team in developing a presentation to present the research back to the community.

126.The primary subject of the study was the violence, or trauma events, experienced by the
Rohingya in Myanmar and in Bangladesh, and also included both the systematic human
rights violations they faced in Myanmar and then the daily stressors they had experienced
in the camps. We looked at mental health, including trauma, depression and anxiety, and
other specific idioms of distress such as bodily pain, which were reported by the Rohingya.
We also added factors such as perceptions of Rakhine people, and the desire to return to
Myanmar, which we called “reintegration perceptions”.

127.The analysis involved looking at whether there was a statistic relationship between the high
levels of human rights violations the participants had endured and their mental health
outcomes, including specific trauma symptoms such as flashbacks, nightmares, etc.
Through a linear regression model, we were able to establish there was a very strong link
between the human rights violations experienced in Myanmar and the mental health
symptoms they experienced at the time of the research. Those systematic human rights
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violations and polices that Myanmar had implement against the Rohingya had an enduring
mental health impact on them. The traumatic experiences that many of them went through
in 2017 still had a statistically significant impact on their mental health a year later. This
was a statistical way to quantify the suffering and its underlying causes from a population
wide standpoint: the methodology used was in fact representative of the whole Rohingya
community, because of the sample size (we sampled 495 people) and also because of the
cluster sampling methodology which utilised random selection.

128.The study further distinguished between systematic human rights violations and specific
acts of violence, both of which resulted in trauma, depression and anxiety symptoms. We
also looked at consequences that derived from the daily living circumstances and how that
impacted specific sub-sets of the mental health symptoms. We noted that those stressors
differed in nature. For instance, the stressors in Myanmar had included travel, harassment
by security forces, denial of education, etc. These different types of stressors led to
different mental health outcomes, as detailed in the report. Higher level of stress in
Myanmar lead to higher PTSD and trauma symptoms specifically.

129.This study covered some registered refugees, who had been in the camps for longer, but
mostly concerned individuals from the 2016 and 2017 violence. I interacted with the
population mostly in the initial focus groups, and then with my team that was directly

" interviewing them, but I was not present for the individual interviews.

130.The focus was on mental health, but I also observed physical trauma during the focus group
sessions, including bullet wounds, cuts, burns and other scars which obviously came from
weapons or violence, but we didn’t document this specifically as part of the study.

131.From a mental health perspective, the trauma amongst the Rohingya I observed was
palpable. There was a lot of disassociation and completely blunted affect. I particularly
remember women who had experienced sexual violence who showed very little emotional
affect. Others were visibly distressed, particularly when speaking about loved ones who
had been killed.

132.Both male and female victims of sexual violence were included in the study. We crafted
uniform definitions and talking points around sexual violence so that the parameters were
clear and consistent. In the planning, we decided on accurate words in the Rohingya
language that were nonetheless respectful when asking about very personal matters inside
people’s own living spaces. In that study we asked about both rape and sexual assault.
Sexual assault was in the 30% range for both men and women, with men being slightly
higher, which was consistent with results of a previously study I had been involved in. It
was likely there was also some under-reporting given the stigma surrounding sexual
violence.

133. We didn’t ask the individuals to list the specific acts of sexual violence, but for certain
results we went back to the research team and asked them to provide examples that were
shared in the individual interviews. The sexual violence against women included genital
mutilation and mutilation of the breasts, forced nudity, rape, gang rape, rape with objects,
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and witnessing sexual violence against family members. Men endured genital mutilation,
amputation, sexualized torture and also forced witnessing of the sexual assault of others.

134.The study didn’t specially disaggregate mental health symptoms across sexual violence
survivors versus others, but we did ask follow-up questions of the sexual violence survivors
to determine whether this was perpetrated by security forces or others. I believe it was
something like 98% of the sexual violence that was perpetrated by security forces. In the
study it sets out the proportion of these traumatic events which occurred in Myanmar as
opposed to Bangladesh. From my experience in Rakhine State, I was already well informed
on the social and cultural consequences of sexual violence in the Rohingya population. At
times the consequences for women, such as complete social ostracization, could be more
severe than the act of sexual violence itself. Our MCHP team had encountered this in their
sessions, but I didn’t learn about this directly. I was in specific focus group in that 2018
study where Rohingya women had talked about being raped by security forces while in
Myanmar.

135.The study looked at “feelings of humiliation or feeling sub-human” as an indicator of
PTSD. This came about as a result of the focus-groups, which identified this as a specific
impact on the population over and over again in relation to their experience in Myanmar.
There were numerous references to being treated or seen as animals, or worse than animals.
This was such a prevalent experience that it made it into our inventory.

136.The study also focused on the mental health impacts of media exposure to violent imagery
concerning the Rohingya. Again, this had come about because of what was reported in the
focus groups. This was one of the highest rated trauma events from Myanmar which
continued to impact them while in Bangladesh.

137.Children were not part of the study. No one identified as transgender during the survey, so
we didn’t make specific findings in that regard. This research fed into two reports that are
contained in Annex 2: “Systematic Human Rights Violations” (IIMM0001501960) and
“The Torture in My Mind” (IIMMO0001501961). The former is in an academic journal
format, whereas the latter is more for a human rights audience interested the findings but
not necessarily the methodology.

138.1 was asked about the reference to forced abortions contained in “Torture in My Mind”,
which is detailed in that report. We did not try to draw out detailed information from the
participants themselves, we heard about this more as feedback from the focus groups and
based on a literature review that led us to identify this as a potential trauma event. In the
report we mention the situation of a pregnant woman who was afraid to have her third child
blacklisted and felt forced to get an abortion to not violate the two-child policy.

“Freedom of Movement in Rakhine State”

139.1 heavily contributed to this report and conducted entire parts of the methodology. My role
involved remote data collection, through a translator, sampling individuals from a number
of different townships in Northern Rakhine State. I also helped to analyse the data and to
write the report.
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140.That report contains at the end an analysis of the levels of restrictions experienced by

different ethnic groups, which is highly relevant to mapping discrimination across different
ethnic groups, based on different identity elements including religion, language and
citizenship status. I consider this to be one of the most revealing parts of the research.

Current work for Legal Action Worldwide (LAW)

141.1 am currently working on a project for Legal Action Worldwide (LAW). I am the lead

researcher. It focuses on identifying the experiences and needs of male and hijra Rohingya
survivors of SGBV, focusing on what they have experienced in Myanmar and Bangladesh.
This also looks at the perpetrators and the age at which the victims were at the time of the
events.

142.This study includes qualitative answers about the nature of what they experienced and its

consequences. One of the major take-aways from the research is that nearly all male
survivors had suffered gender-based violence by the security forces in Myanmar, but very
few experienced such violence in Bangladesh. Genital mutilation and rape were very
common amongst the males. We didn’t ask specifically if the violence happened in
detention, but many reported that they had been arrested or detained, and some of the
qualitative feedback detailed that sexual violence had occurred in detention. The hijra on

. the other hand — who were selected on a different basis — had suffered less gender-based

violence in Myanmar but continued to suffer active and ongoing gender-based violence in
Bangladesh as well. The public report will be launched I the next few weeks.

VL. Annexes

Annex 1: Index of 128 files I provided to the Mechanism after my preliminary
meeting in July 2021.

Annex 2: Index of 4 academic publications that I authored / contributed to,
compiled by the Mechanism interviewers.

Annex 3: Index of 4 items I provided to the Mechanism during my interview.

VII. Witness Affirmation

I have read this witness statement in full. I have understood the statement and it accurately
reflects what I have told the investigator(s).

Initials: /4 M
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I solemnly declare upon my honour and conscience that I have given this statement of my
own free will and it is the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth to the best of my
knowledge and belief.

Name: /]ﬂc{/‘é’”v /leffly
Signed: %’/4/“,/%

Dated: [0 /OZ/ZOZZ

VIII. Interviewer Certification (to be completed by each interviewer

This statement reflects the interview of the witness and is recorded accurately to the best of
my ability.

Name: |

MO0054

Dated: (O/OZ /ZOZ&

Signed: |

This statement reflects the interview of the witness and is recorded accurately to the best of
my ability.

™ M0046

Signed:

Dated: \O/ 02 /‘L"'?-Z
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Interpreter Certification (to be completed by each interpreter)

. T am duly qualified to interpret from the language into the English

language and from the English language into language.

. Thave been informed by that she/he speaks and understands the

language.

. Thave interpreted the above statement from the English language into the

language in the presence of who appeared to
have heard and understood my interpretation of this statement.

Name:

Signed:

Dated:
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Annex 1 - materials provided prior to interview PO111.xIsx

_BIN File Name Original Folder Path
1IMMO0001477727 |DSC09479.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Field Visits
1IMM0001477728 |DSC09642.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Field Visits
1IMMO0001477729 |DSC09478.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Field Visits
1IMM0001477730 |DSC09430.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Field Visits
1IMMO0001477731 [DSC09434.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Field Visits
1IMM0001477732 |signal-2021-07-07-182758_002.jpeg 02_Signal/IlIMM0000001358.zip
1IMM0001477733 [DSC09646.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Field Visits
11IMM0001477734 |DSC09440.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Field Visits
1IMM0001477735 |DSC09591.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Field Visits
1IMM0001477736 |DSC09428.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Field Visits
1IMM0001477737 |IMG_2163.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Normal Rakhine State, Office, ACF, ETC
1IMM0001477738 |DSC09536.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Normal Rakhine State, Office, ACF, ETC
1IMM0001477739 [DSC09611.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Field Visits
1IMM0001477740 [ANDREW RILEY CV 2019.pdf 02_Signal/IMM0000001358.zip
1IMMO0001477741 |DSC09433.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Field Visits
1IMM0001477742 |DSC09592.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Field Visits
1IMM0001477743 |DSC09649.)PG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Field Visits
1IMM0001477744 |IMG_2507.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Field Visits/Taung Bazar OTP 4
1IMM0001477745 |IMG_2065.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Normal Rakhine State, Office, ACF, ETC
1IMM0001477746 |DSC09156.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Normal Rakhine State, Office, ACF, ETC
1IMM0001477747 |IMG_2505.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Field Visits/Taung Bazar OTP 4
[IMM0001477748 |Current Passport.JPG 02_Signal/IMM0000001358.zip
1IMM0001477749 |DSC09471.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Field Visits
1IMM0001477750 |IMG_2494.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Field Visits/Taung Bazar OTP 4
1IMM0001477751 |IMG_2506.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Field Visits/Taung Bazar OTP 4
1IMM0001477752 |DSC09622.jpg Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Normal Rakhine State, Office, ACF, ETC
1IMM0001477753 [DSC09585.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Normal Rakhine State, Office, ACF, ETC
1IMM0001477754 [Untitled_Panorama2.jpg Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Normal Rakhine State, Office, ACF, ETC
1IMM0001477755 |IMG_2161.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Normal Rakhine State, Office, ACF, ETC
1IMM0001477756 |signal-2021-07-07-182758_001.jpeg 02_Signal/lIMM0000001358.zip
1IMM0001477757 |IMG_2508.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Field Visits/Taung Bazar OTP 4
1IMM0001477758 [IMG_2310.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Normal Rakhine State, Office, ACF, ETC
1IMM0001477759 |DSC09268.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Normal Rakhine State, Office, ACF, ETC
1IMM0001477760 |DSC09574.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Normal Rakhine State, Office, ACF, ETC
1IMM0001477761 |DSC09267.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Normal Rakhine State, Office, ACF, ETC
1IMM0001477762 |Screen Shot 2017-08-29 at 5.18.24 PM.png Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/August 25th Onward/Social Media Posts
1IMM0001477763 |IMG_2064.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Normal Rakhine State, Office, ACF, ETC
1IMM0001477764 |Andrew Riley Notes.docx 02_Signal/lIMM0000001358.zip
1IMM0001477765 |IMG_2175.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Normal Rakhine State, Office, ACF, ETC
1IMM0001477766 |DSC09230.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Normal Rakhine State, Office, ACF, ETC
1IMM0001477767 |IMG_2457.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Normal Rakhine State, Office, ACF, ETC
1IMM0001477768 |IMG_2388.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Field Visits/Pyay Ping Aung Pau OTP 5
1IMM0001477769 |Screen Shot 2017-08-30 at 9.32.44 PM.png Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/August 25th Onward/Social Media Posts
1IMM0001477770 |IMG_2139.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Field Visits/Kyein Chaung OTP 2
1IMM0001477771 |DSC09206.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Normal Rakhine State, Office, ACF, ETC
11IMM0001477772 | DSC09468.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Field Visits
1IMM0001477773 |IMG_2528.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Normal Rakhine State, Office, ACF, ETC
1IMM0001477774 |IMG_2043.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Normal Rakhine State, Office, ACF, ETC
1IMM0001477775 |IMG_2478.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Normal Rakhine State, Office, ACF, ETC
1IMM0001477776 |IMG_2382.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Field Visits/Pyay Ping Aung Pau OTP 5
1IMM0001477777 |IMG_2135.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Field Visits/Kyein Chaung OTP 2
1IMM0001477778 |IMG_2143.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Field Visits/Kyein Chaung OTP 2
1IMM0001477779 |IMG_2384.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Field Visits/Pyay Ping Aung Pau OTP 5
1IMM0001477780 |DSC09435./PG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Field Visits
1IMM0001477781 |IMG_2458.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Normal Rakhine State, Office, ACF, ETC
1IMM0001477782 |IMG_2541.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Normal Rakhine State, Office, ACF, ETC
1IMM0001477783 |IMG_2179.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Normal Rakhine State, Office, ACF, ETC
1IMM0001477784 |IMG_2704.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/August 25th Onward
1IMM0001477785 [IMG_2141.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Field Visits/Kyein Chaung OTP 2
1IMM0001477786 |DSC09421.jpg Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Cyclone Mora
1IMM0001477787 |IMG_2674.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/August 25th Onward
11IMM0001477788 |DSC09615.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Field Visits
1IMM0001477789 |DSC09160.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Normal Rakhine State, Office, ACF, ETC
11IMM0001477790 |IMG_2180.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Normal Rakhine State, Office, ACF, ETC
1IMM0001477791 |IMG_2381.MOV Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Field Visits/Pyay Ping Aung Pau OTP 5
1IMM0001477792 | IMG_2687.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/August 25th Onward
1IMM0001477793 |DSC09409.jpg Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Cyclone Mora
1IMM0001477794 |IMG_2127.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Cyclone Mora
1IMM0001477795 |IMG_2720.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/August 25th Onward

I
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Annex 1 - materials provided prior to interview P0111.xlsx

BIN File Name : Original Folder Path
1IMMO0001477796 |IMG_2502.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Field Visits/Taung Bazar OTP 4
1IMM0001477797 [IMG_2383.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Field Visits/Pyay Ping Aung Pau OTP 5
1IMM0001477798 [IMG_2385.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Field Visits/Pyay Ping Aung Pau OTP 5
IMM0001477799 |IMG_4288.0PG jpg Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/August 25th Onward/Photos Bullet Holes in the
Trees and walls of ACF compound
1IMM0001477800 |Screen Shot 2017-08-29 at 5.50.45 PM.png Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/August 25th Onward/Social Media Posts
11IMM0001477801 [DSC09410.jpg Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Cyclone Mora
[IMMO001477802 August 27th BTD South taken by Andrew Riley Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/August 25th Onward/Burning Villages on
coordinates aprox 20.625269, 92.665509./PG Evacuation
1IMM0001477803 |Evac Video 2.mov Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/August 25th Onward
1IMM0001477804 |IMG_2573.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Normal Rakhine State, Office, ACF, ETC
1IMM0001477805 [IMG_2705.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/August 25th Onward
1IMM0001477806 |IMG_2716.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/August 25th Onward
1IMM0001477807 [IMG_2134.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Field Visits/Kyein Chaung OTP 2
11IMM0001477808 |IMG_2148.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Field Visits/Kyein Chaung OTP 2
IIMMO001477809 |IMG_4285.JPG jpg Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/August 25th Onward/Photos Bullet Holes in the
Trees and walls of ACF compound
1IMM0001477810 |DSC09583.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Normal Rakhine State, Office, ACF, ETC
1IMM0001477811 [IMG_2695.PG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/August 25th Onward
11IMM0001477812 [Evac Video 1.mov Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/August 25th Onward
11IMM0001477813 [IMG_2146.PG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Field Visits/Kyein Chaung OTP 2
11IMM0001477814 [IMG_2144.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Field Visits/Kyein Chaung OTP 2
1IMM0001477815 [Screen Shot 2017-08-29 at 5.16.12 PM.png Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/August 25th Onward/Social Media Posts
1IMM0001477816 [IMG_2655.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Normal Rakhine State, Office, ACF, ETC
IMMO001477817 |IMG_4284.1PG.jpg Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/August 25th Onward/Photos Bullet Holes in the
Trees and walls of ACF compound
IIMMO001477818 |IMG_4287.PG.jpg Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/August 25th Onward/Photos Bullet Holes in the
= Trees and walls of ACF compound
1IMM0001477819 |DSC09422.jpg Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Cyclone Mora
1IMM0001477820 (IMG_2140.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Field Visits/Kyein Chaung OTP 2
1IMM0001477821 [IMG_2133.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Field Visits/Kyein Chaung OTP 2
1IMM0001477822 |DSC09572.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Normal Rakhine State, Office, ACF, ETC
1IMM0001477823 |Screen Shot 2017-08-29 at 5.09.13 PM.png Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/August 25th Onward/Social Media Posts
1IMM0001477824 [Screen Shot 2017-10-16 at 4.27.35 PM.png Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/August 25th Onward/Social Media Posts
1IMMO0001477825 |DSC09417.jpg Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Cyclone Mora
11IMM0001477826 [DSC09419.jpg Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Cyclone Mora
1IMM0001477827 [IMG_2142.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Field Visits/Kyein Chaung OTP 2
1IMMO0001477828 |IMG_2386.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Field Visits/Pyay Ping Aung Pau OTP 5
1IMM0001477829 [IMG_2132.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Field Visits/Kyein Chaung OTP 2
11IMM0001477830 |IMG_2138.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Field Visits/Kyein Chaung OTP 2
|IMMO0001477831 August 27th RATH North taken by Andrew Riley Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/August 25th Onward/Burning Villages on
coordinates aprox 20.534283, 92.709958./PG Evacuation
11IMM0001477832 |DSC09411.jpg Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Cyclone Mora
1IMM0001477833 |IMG_2129.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Cyclone Mora
1IMM0001477834 |IMG_2699.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/August 25th Onward
11IMM0001477835 [IMG_2147.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Field Visits/Kyein Chaung OTP 2
1IMM0001477836 |IMG_2145.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Field Visits/Kyein Chaung OTP 2
1IMM0001477837 [DSC09425.jpg Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Cyclone Mora
1IMM0001477838 [IMG_2683.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/August 25th Onward
1IMM0001477839 [DSC09426.jpg Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Cyclone Mora
1IMM0001477840 {IMG_2125.MOV Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Cyclone Mora
1IMM0001477841 |DSC09424.jpg Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Cyclone Mora
1IMMO0001477842 |Evac Video 3.mov Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/August 25th Onward
1IMM0001477843 |DSC09415.jpg Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Cyclone Mora
1IMM0001477844 |August 27th Ward 5 Taken by Andrew Riley.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/August 25th Onward/Burning Villages on
1IMMO0001477845 |August 27th RATH North taken by Andrew Riley No [Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/August 25th Onward/Burning Villages on
1IMM0001477846 |Screen Shot 2017-09-09 at 8.57.47 PM.png Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/August 25th Onward/Social Media Posts
|IMMO0001477847 August 27th BTD South taken by Andrew Riley Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/August 25th Onward/Burning Villages on
Coordinates aprox 20.672665, 92.618271 .JPG Evacuation
1IMM0001477848 |August 27th MGD Ward 5 Taken By Andrew Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/August 25th Onward/Burning Villages on
1IMM0001477849 [IMG_2136.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Field Visits/Kyein Chaung OTP 2
11IMM0001477850 [IMG_2137.JPG Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Field Visits/Kyein Chaung OTP 2
1IMM0001477851 |DSC09426-2.jpg Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Cyclone Mora
1IMM0001477852 [DSC09418.jpg Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/Cyclone Mora
1IMM0001477853 |August 27th Taken from BTD jetty by Andrew Rakhine Photos.zip/Rakhine Photos/August 25th Onward/Burning Villages on
1IMM0001477925 |IMG_2710.MOV /SplitArchive
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Annex 2 - list of publications P0111.xIsx

BIN File Name
Daily stressors trauma exposure and mental health among stateless refugees in
1IMM0001501958 Bangladesh (2017).pdf
IIMMO0001501959 Freedom of Movement in Rakhine State (2020).pdf
1IMM0001501960 Systematic human rights violations (2020).pdf
1IMM0001501961 The Torture in My Mind - Fortify Rights - December-10-2020.pdf
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Annex 48

Annex 3 - materials provided during interview P0111.xlsx

BIN File name ] Description
1IMMO0001557418 3435125B-1FCB-4813-A815-4732EAA70189.jpeg Photograph taken at beach location
1IMM0001557419 789940D7-E492-467D-AF7A-D110130453E4.jpeg Photograph taken at beach location

ACF internal report concerning views of staff
1IMMO0001557420 Ethnic Names Preferences Assessment.pdf concerning use of word Rohingya

Google Earth file with locations of interest
1IMMO0001557421 doc.kml plotted prior to and during interview

I <
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Annex 49

United Nations @ Nations Unies

INDEPENDENT INVESTIGATIVE MECHANISM FOR MYANMAR * MECANISME D'ENQUETE
INDEPENDANT POUR LE MYANMAR

CONFIDENTIAL

WITNESS STATEMENT

L Witness Information

Last name: Father’s name:
First name:
Former names:

Other names used: Mother’s name:

Spouse(s)’ name(s):

Childrens’ name(s)
Nationality(ies): Rohingya from and date(s) of
Myanmar birth/age:
Gender: Female
Mechanism person code:  P1461
Date of birth/Age: Unknown /25 y.o. Place of birth: Phali Fara,
Rathedaung
Myanmar
Ethnicity: Rohingya Language(s) spoken: Rohingya
Religion: Islam Language(s) written: Illiterate
Formal educational No school Prior occupation and
level: employer in Myanmar:  Housewife

$0001_10 1IMMO0019922097_000001
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CONFIDENTIAL

School attended: No school Current occupation -
and employer:

Previous address in Shuap Praung Current address:
Myanmar:

Date or approximate Five years ago
date of departure from

Myanmar if applicable:

Photo ID: UNHCR ID Type of photo ID: UNHCR ID

Authority issuing photo UNHCR Issuance date on photo

ID: ID:

Name on photo ID: - Registration number
on photo ID:

Any other form of photo

ID:

IL Interview Information

Prior screening(s) conducted: No

Place/modality of interview: In person Location of interviewer:

Location of witness:
Location of interpreter:

Date(s) and times of interview:
02/10/2022
03/10/2022
04/10/2022
05/10/2022
06/10/2022

DD/MM/YY) (Interviewer Time Zone) (24:00 HRS):

Language(s) used in interview: English, Rohingya
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Names and signatures of persons present during interview:

MO0054

M 9059
Interpreter: MO0090

Witness support persor{: N/A

Interviewer(s):

Other persons present: N/A
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IIl. __ Introductory Matters

1. I was introduced to the interviewers and to the interpreter, and explained that the latter
would interpret everything the interviewers say in English to me in the Rohingya language
and the other way around.

2. The interviewers explained to me the work of the Independent Investigative Mechanism
for Myanmar (“Mechanism” or “IIMM”) and the purpose of this interview. I was explained
that the Mechanism, and team speaking with me, belong to an organization which is called
the “United Nations”, in short “UN”. I understand the explanation that other organizations
like UNHCR and WFP are part of this same big organization, but they all do different jobs.
I understand that the team speaking with me is collecting information about the crimes
committed in Myanmar. I understand that the mandate of the Mechanism only covers
events that occurred in Myanmar and nothing in the Bangladesh territory. I have been
explained what a tribunal is, and what it means to be a “witness”. I understand that my
story may be shared with national or international courts prosecuting crimes committed in
Myanmar, and that I may become a witness in these cases.

3. I was told that this interview is about the events in Shuab Praung. I want to share my story
with you and explain what has happened.

4. 1 was informed that my cooperation with the Mechanism is entirely voluntary and that [
am not obliged to participate in this interview or answer any specific questions. I confirm
that I am cooperating with the Mechanism voluntarily. Nobody forced me or made
promises to me to participate in this interview. Nobody told me what to say or not to say.

5. The interviewers explained that the Mechanism's investigations are confidential, to protect
both work of the Mechanism and the persons it interacts with. The interviewers asked me
to keep my interactions with the Mechanism confidential. Only my husband and my direct
family know that I am giving a statement.

6. The interviewers explained how the interview process will work. They asked me to try and
be as detailed and accurate as possible, and to indicate if I do not understand a question, or
to say “I don’t know” if I do not know the answer to their questions. They explained that
it is important that I tell the truth, and that I distinguish between what I saw and experienced
myself and what 1 heard or learned from others. I was explained that I might be shown
documents, photos, videos and maps during the interview. I understand.

7. They stated that they would prepare a written statement with the information I provide
during the interview. I understand that, before signing the statement, they will read it to
me, so that I can make all corrections or clarifications, and confirm that it reflects what I
said during this interview.

8. The interviewers explained that this statement and the material that I shared with the
Mechanism would not be shared without my full and informed consent.

Page 4 of 20
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10.

V.
11

12.

13.

CONFIDENTIAL

The interviewers asked if I fully understood these issues and asked if I wanted to proceed
with the interview. I confirmed that I understood the points raised by the interviewers and
confirmed that I want to proceed with the interview.

Previous Interviews

Many people, foreigners, came to visit me in the past at least ten times to ask questions
about what happened in my village and why we came here to Bangladesh. They came
sometimes with cameras and recorded me. I can’t really say if these were always the same
people or different ones, because all foreigners look all the same to me. They also took
pictures and videos of my wound, but I do not recall exactly who they were or who they
were working for. They didn’t take the time to explain everything to me in details as you
are doing now in this interview. I understand that the interviewers have access to some
information I gave in the past.

Y. Statement

My name is_ I am 25 years old, I am a Rohingya women from Myanmar. I
was born Rathedaung, in the village of Phali Fara. I am married to _ I
have two children, one daughter (1.5 years old) and one son-(3.5 years
old).

I can’t tell you the date when I came from Myanmar to Bangladesh, in my culture we count
the date by the sighting of the moon. It must be around five years ago. I am currently living
with my family in Bangladesh, in the || N ]I My natural family and my
husband’s family are also living in the camps in Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh.

My mother’s name is | NEEEE shc tivesI My father [ icd one

year after arrival in Bangladesh. I have three brothers and two sisters. The first brother,
who is the eldest, is _ he is around 45 years, he is alive, ||| | | NGTIEEzG

My second brother is |||
‘w is alive, he is around 40 years. He is in The third brother is|| | GG—_G

he is around 30 years old. My older sister is- around 50 years old,
I can’t remember her current camp number |
By younger sister_ she is around 35 years old and she is nearby my

house in camp

Early life in Myanmar
14. 1 lived with my family in Phali Fara from my birth on, until I got married. I did not go to

school and I speak only the Rohingya language. I can only call villages with their Rohingya
names.

Page 5 0of 20
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15. There are some other villages are around Phali Fara which I can describe with their
Rohingya names. These are: Saung Ga Na, Zo Farang, Firin Taung Shaup Praung, U-Oror
Fara, Ni Lin Baw Kha Rha, Adullar Fara,

16. 1 got married when I was 14 years old. Once married, I moved to Shuap Praung and stayed
with the family of my husband [l 1 lived there with my mother-in-law, my father-in-
law and four siblings-in-law. My husband’s family is composed as follows: my parents-
in-law are both are alive and live now in Bangladesh in

My husband, is 35 years old.

My father-in-law was also injured

during the events, he was shot in his leg, but I don’t know many details about this incident.

Altogether there is one sister-in-law and three brothers-in-law; my husband is in the

middle:

a.
b.

c.

d.

17. In Shuap Praung, we needed to take a paper document called “Htauk-khan-sar”, it was a
permission from the Rakhine chairman (which we call “Oak-ka-Hta’) to move around or

go from one place to another. This applied only to the Rohingya people. In Shuap Praung,
Rakhine people and Rohingya people lived in villages next to each other.

18. Around the time I got my first menstruation, the village of Sha Oo Praung was bumned
down, and people from Sha Oo Praung went to the Dok-Kha-Thi area of U-Oror Fara. It is
similar to how we live here in the camps in Bangladesh. Approximately 6 years later, we
were no longer allowed to move around. They started to tell us that we cannot go to the
market area of Kyaung Taung or Inn Chaung in Buthidaung. We couldn’t even get out of
our neighborhood without a Htauk-khan-sar permission. Aung Thein Mya was our Oak-
ka-Hta. He was a very cruel person. Whenever someone from our village would go out to
work to another place and overstayed the Hfauk-khan-sar for some days, or go visit some
relatives without permission, Aung Thein Mya would accuse them, say that they were
going to Bangladesh. He would punish them with a fine of 10 000 or 30 000 fiya or report
them to the police, Na Sa Ka or Lon Htein. The police would also fine us or beat us. The
same would happen if anybody from our area or from another area would bring a wife or
husband to another area without the permission or without payment to the Oak-ka-Hta.

19. Aung Thein Mya was the Oak-ka-Hta for all the time I know. He was Oak-ka-Hta until
the time we went to Bangladesh. I only knew one Oak-ka-Hta for Shuap Praung. The
Muslim leaders on our side working under the Oak-ka-Hta were called “Musalman Don
Manush”. There were several “Musalman Don Manush” village leaders in our village: So
Mu, Dil Mohammed, then Solim, then Ahmed Hussein. When I say “Don Manush” 1 mean
they are powerful men, these are our village leaders. Whenever we have issues we go to
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them to solve our issues. If we can’t solve the issues with our Muslim leaders then we go
to the Rakhine Oak-ka-Hta, but we need to provide money for Oak-ka-Hta to solve
problems.

Security Forces

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

Na Sa Ka, Lon Htein and Police are different from each other. Na Sa Ka comes to our
village to check the situation and check on the people. Na Sa Ka for example checks on
the list of households to see if all persons are registered; they count the people and also the
animals. If Na Sa Ka suspects that persons are missing, or newborns are not being
registered, they beat the people and fine them. When Na Sa Ka started working in our area,
they tortured us a lot without any reason. They didn’t let Rohingya people get married or
demanded payments to make it possible. The rich people among us were able to do it but
most people couldn’t afford it. My father and my in-law altogether had to pay 4 lakhs to
Na Sa Ka when I got married. Na Sa Ka was the previous security force. At the time of the
attack, Na Sa Ka was no longer there, maybe they changed their name or became Lon
Hitein, I am not sure.

Lon Htein checks the area, they check whether people stay within the areas they are
allowed to be, or go somewhere else.

The police intervenes if people are quarrelling, fighting or having problems. If these sorts
of problems come as complaints to the police, the police would investigate and often fine
people on both sides. Police tortured us a lot. I know the name of two men from the Police
which I want to share, one is Miya-Sin-Gha and the other is Soy-Cho. They are among the
police people who beat and torture the Rohingya without any reason, including my father.
Miya-Sin-Gha does not wear a uniform. I know them because the two are always coming
in our area.

The police, Na Sa Ka and Lon Htein stay in Kyaung Taung with the Rakhine people. All
these forces came frequently to check on us. Whenever there is any conflict they come.

The military would come to us and tells us “we have to take care of you guys, we have to
rule the country”. The military comes into our villages and claims, “because we come to
your village and protect you — so no one can come do something to you — so for that, you
need to give us goods, chicken animals and so on.” They never take things from the
Rakhine people, they only take goods from the Rohingya people. Whenever the military
comes to our area, they never come alone, they come in groups of at least 20 soldiers and
speak to our village leaders. The military then demands foods and animals, which the
people from the village need to collect, pack and prepare. The demand is given to our
village leaders, and they would inform us to collect the items in order to bring it to places
where the military stays. The military don’t have a permanent place, they always go around
and stay for a while at different places. When they move, sometimes they make Rohingya
people carry they stuff. If they refuse, they beat them.
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25. 1showed the interviewers a video from my phone. I wanted them to see it because it shows
the uniform of the police better than I can describe it. Units in our country have a lot of
different uniforms and signs. I distinguish the military by their looks, they wear dark green.
Lon Htein outfit is different, they are mixed and have several different colors. In general,
police outfit is grey color, like ash color. I recognize these police uniforms in this video at
min. 01:10; the man on the right. I don’t understand the entire video, I don’t know what it
is about, it is in Rakhine language, but I showed the interviewers that the video has an
introduction in English at min. 00:16 where they can read what it is about (“Buthidaung
Maungdaw, Regional Development Association (BMRDA) Buthidaung Branch Office
Inauguration Trip 16 — 19 May 2010”). 1 got this video and many other videos on my
phone because people get them from Facebook and share them. The phone I have is new,
I bought it on the first day of the interview, but the video is stored in my old memory card
which I inserted into the new phone.

26. 1 have voluntarily offered to take this video from my phone and provide it to the
investigators. I have been told that the IIMM has registered this video under BIN
TIMM0019629021. T was present when the video was copied from my phone.

The events in Shuap Praung

27. Three months before the incident in Shuap Praung, we were not allowed to leave our
village.

28. On the third day of the moon of Kurbani Eid, they first burned down Kyaung Taung. People
from Kyaung Taung crossed the river and took shelter in Firin Taung. It was Friday. Two
days before, they had surrounded U-Orol Fara, and I was told by my husband and some
other people that they had taken away all the male, especially the powerful person. Two
days after the burning of Kyaung Taung, our Shuap Praung was burned, on the fifth day of
Kurbani Eid.

29. On the day of the attack, police and military first came to our village at 09:00 a.m. When
the villagers saw them coming towards the village, they went into hiding. The military
started taking the cattle away. They took a cow away, slaughtered it and ate it. My husband
was with me at that time. When he saw the soldiers coming he ran away in fear, but came
back later at around 12.30. He ran away because all men, when the military come, fear
being beaten or killed.

30. Ataround 11.00-12.00 am. we saw a helicopter circling over the village. We also so that
the helicopter had a red flag. We know that whenever the military goes for war, they use
red flags. It was flying very low so it was very visible. I think I saw it coming from the
direction of Buthidaung, and flying to where the Rakhine stay, Nibisi.

31. Ataround 2:00 p.m. the military came back together with Lon Htein and police. Our house
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32.

33.

34.

CONFIDENTIAL

At the time of attack on Shuap Praung I was at home and my husband was taking a shower
at the pond outside of the house. There were no fences because some time before the attack
Rakhines ordered to remove the fences. In the meantime, I was making food for the family
and preparing for prayers. My husband rushed back to the house and told me that he saw
soldiers coming. I also saw that the military was coming from direction of Chak Fara,
which is where the sun rises. The sun goes down behind the mountain. They all came on
foot.

My husband ran away and later told me that he hid under a bridge close to our house. From
there he then went to a mosque, which is not far from the bushes where 1 later hid myself.
At the mosque, he hid inside a toilet house and waited until there were no more gunshots.

I can’t say how many militaries came into the village, for me it was uncountable, they were
so many. There were also Rakhine people with them. I have seen Rakhine people holding
and wielding swords. I saw military carrying in their hands weapons that are called AK47.
I learned from my husband that they are called AK47. I have also seen that this AK47 was
put on something which has a stand and three legs. The soldiers carry the stand folded in
bags on the back on their shoulders, where they also carry ammunitions.

Hala-Ya’s house

35.

36.

When the military came to our village, we were looking from inside our houses, through
the holes in the bamboo wall, to see what was going on outside. When the military knocked
on houses, people were afraid and didn’t open the doors. The military were calling “hey
Bengalis come out!”. Rakhine people were hitting with their sticks against the houses to
make the people come out. I have seen this with my own eyes. When this was happening,
I was inside my house with my mother in law, my sister in law and some other ladies from
other neighboring houses who had come to shelter together. My house was

The
male members of the house had already escaped at that time. We were all afraid.

The military approached the houses by shouting “If you are really people of our country,
then you must know the Rakhine language™ (Mogh-Ga-Basha). 1 saw them going to the
house of [ ala-Ya. Hala-Ya was a guy who had passed class 10, hence he
spoke the Rakhine language. He was the only one in his household who knew the Rakhine
lan; e. I am not sure about his age, but I can say he was around 20. _
& He had come back to his house only three days before the attack. I don’t
know Hala-Ya’s real name, we all called him just Hala-Ya. On that moment he was at

home with his mother, brother, sister and sister in law. The police and military were
standing outside at all four corers of his house.
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37. When the military shouted “Min-Ga-Lo Bengali Kalar”, which means “Motherfuckers
Bengali Kalar”, Hala-Ya was asking them “Why are trying to break in my house, what
have I done?”. Shuap Praung has houses made of bamboo. Hala-Ya and his people were
inside the house and he was looking outside and speaking with the military through the
bamboo wall. One of the militaries responded, “How dare you ask us?” and shot him from
outside. Hala-Ya was the first person that I saw with my own eyes being killed on that day.
After that, all his relatives inside the house were screaming out loud. Soldiers and Rakhine
men were still around the house — none of them were inside the house — and were telling
the others in the house to come out. In the meantime, the elder brother of Hala-Ya,
Mohammed Taher, tried to flee through the back side of the house, but he was caught and
was also immediately shot. Both brothers died immediately on the spot after being shot by
the military. It was one soldier who shot Hala-Ya and another one who shot his brother.

38. As the military was shouting to come out of Hala-Ya’s house, the three ladies were still
inside together with Hala-Ya’s brother’s children. Their names were: Hala-Ya’s mother:
_; sister: - sister-in-law _ As the women and
children came out, the women were kicked, beaten and punched by the Rakhine men
because they were crying. Not much more happened at that time, but later things happened
to some women. They did bad things to women inside the village. I know this because
directly after the attack, at U-Oror Fara, during our journey and here in Bangladesh, we had
time to exchange and tell what happened to each other.

The attackers

39. Hala-Ya’s house was surrounded by around 20 soldiers. They were dressed in uniforms.
Rakhine men were dressed as always in their normal clothes, longyi and any sort of shirts.
I really can’t distinguish the uniforms between the military and the Lon Htein well, but
people who stayed with me told me that some ones are military, and others are Lon Htein.

40. I couldn’t recognize any of the Rakhine men because_

so I was not familiar with the people there, but other neighbors
may recognize the Rakhine men.

41. After shooting both brothers, the militaries called more forces from Barma Fara and Chak
Fara. I am convinced that they were calling forces from those villages, because it is from
Barma Fara and Chak Fara that shortly after, around 20 minutes later, I saw more military
coming. I have seen and heard them using a mobile phone which was held in the hand and
had the size from the hand to the elbow. The message was “The Bengali are about to attack
our forces”, and also that “there are members of Al Yakin” I don’t speak the Rakhine
language but among the ladies in my house there was my sister-in-law [y

I ' 0 speaks the Rakhine language and told us what the

soldiers were saying at that moment.

42. Nobody in the village was fighting against the soldiers, there was no chance to fight back,
we had no weapons. It would be dangerous to be found with weapons by the Rakhine.
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Eventually even if we kept any knives at home it would be a problem, the Rakhine would
ask us why we kept these weapons and if we were planning to kill them. They would fine
us and take them away. We don’t have anybody from Al Yakin in the village, this is the
rumor being spread by the Moghs.

There are two roads from Shuap Praung, one goes to Chak Fara and another to Barma Fara.
On both roads there were militaries positioned with weapons. Close to Barma Fara is Di Di
Fara, another Rakhine location. Also there, there were military forces. To get from Phali
Fara to Shuap Praung, you pass Saung Ga Na, then Di Di Fara, then Barma Fara, then Shuap
Praung. I believe that some of the forces in our village were coming from Kyaung Taung,
Kyaung Taung is located to the side of the village where the sun rises, not too far away,
around 10-20 minutes’ walk, and soldiers were also coming from that direction. I have
relatives there, which later told us that Rakhine, police and military surrounded the entire
area of Kyaung Taung.

The attack on the village

44.

45.

46.

47.

After the killing of Hala-Ya, the police, military and Rakhine went to the middle of the
village and started burning the houses. The military had closed the surroundings of the
village. As soon as the forces were seeing people gathering somewhere in the village, they
would burn down these places. I have not seen myself that the military locked people inside
houses before setting them on fire, but I heard from my neighbors that some houses were
set on fire with people inside. We heard the sound of explosions and saw fire going up in
the middle of the village. Houses were burning and people were screaming. Some people
said that they were using “launcha”, which is a word I heard for the first time when the
incident happened. I didn’t see a “launcha” with my own eyes, but in my understanding, a
“launcha” is something which is shot and sets fire.

When the villagers heard and saw the fire going on in the village, everybody went crazy,
running to save their lives.

While the military was going further into the village, they passed our house and around ten
soldiers came to us. They asked my mother in law where the men are and looked into the
house. The Rakhine accompanying the military talked in Mogh language to my mother-in-
law. Some Mogh people know also some basic Rohingya language, so some can also speak
with us. Once they didn’t find any men in the house, they kept walking further down into
the village. They didn’t do anything to the ladies in my house. Military didn’t go into houses
where there were no men. When they did find men inside the houses, they would take them
out and killed them.

After militaries checked my house, we saw from my house that a man named Sonaiya was
found in his house nearby and taken away by the militaries. They took Sonaiya and his
family with a lot of other women away. They were taken to the house of the Oak-ka-Hta
Aung Thein Mya. I say this because I have seen that they were taken into that direction,
and also because I was told this later in the evening, when I met the women again in U-
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Oror Fara. We talked about the whereabouts of our men, sons and relatives, and they told
me that the women were freed while the men were kept and probably killed. I have never
seen Sonaiya again after he was taken from that house, I don’t know if they have killed him
or if he is in a prison.

48. Once the military left from our home, we decided to leave. We left through the front door
of our house. I was told that in a previous statement of mine (BIN IIMM0000027079) it is
written that I escaped through the bamboo wall of the house. I can say that this is not what
happened. In general many other people yes, this is how they had to escape. My sister in
law broke through the bamboo wall of her house to come to me, but not myself. I don’t
know why this was written, it may be that at that time I was under stress for what happened,
or maybe I was simply referring to others. I want to say that the interview at that time was
not as detailed as this one. Nothing was asked in detail, only general questions were asked
without further explanations. Similarly, I was told that in that previous statement it is
mentioned that around 50 men were in my house. Again, at the time of that interview I was
under much stress and these records were just written without further details. Also, that day
there were some soldiers in front of my house and many more in the surroundings, they
were uncountable, so it’s hard to say how many soldiers were directly in front of my house
and how many were close by.

49. Between 2:00 and 4:00 pm they kept on shooting and killing people. I have seen so many
people being killed and cut. I say this because I have seen with my own eyes what happened
at the village and in the field.

50. I have seen with my own eyes a woman nine month pregnant being raped and killed with
a knife. They attacked her with a knife and cut her belly. I really can’t remember if it was
police or military but 3 or 4 persons were present. I don’t know if some only watched or
participated. I can’t say anymore where exactly they have done this to her, but it was in the
village. I don’t remember her name. She came from Say Rangor Kha Rha, and was around
15-20 years old, she was newly-wed. One of my neighbors may remember more about this.
I don’t want to talk more about this, because it comes back to me as a bad dream when I
think about it.

51. T have seen so many horrible things that I can’t talk about because I am afraid that if T talk,
these images will give me pain and nightmares at night. I’m not going to talk more about
this, I can’t.

The escape from the village

52. Just beside my house there is a creek and some bushes in which we hid. When I was in the
bushes, more people came, they were all fleeing. Some people were injured. It was between
2 p.m. to 4 p.m., and the shooting was still going on. Then, a large group of people including
me, went to a place a little outside of the village where there is a big tree. They gathered
there and started crying about the people, husbands and sons that were killed. There were
most probably 100 men and women at that spot. Nearby the tree there were also some
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bushes where people were hiding. This place with the tree is on open farmland on the side
of village where my house is, it takes about 5-10 minutes’ walk away from my house to this
place. People still couldn’t get out of area.

While I was under the tree, I also noticed explosions which caused big holes on the ground.
These things came flying and caused explosions when they fell on the ground. They
exploded like bombs. I saw these things falling on the ground outside the village; I could
see the blasting when it exploded. The explosions were not close to me but I could clearly
notice the explosion, the sound, the smoke going up. Before these things exploded I could
see people running and hiding over the fields in this area. As I said before, the village was
surrounded by military. I can’t tell from where these things were coming from. You need
to understand the situation in which we were. We were terrified.

54. We wanted to go to U-Oror fara, but because there were militaries everywhere and they

were still shooting, we could only go through the fields. While I was on this way, I was shot
in my arm.

My injury
55.

At the moment I was shot in the arm I was on my way over the open fields but hadn’t
reached the hills yet. I was running while holding in one arm the baby of my sister-in-law
and my belonging in the other hand. That’s when I got shot. The baby wasn’t injured, but I
fell on the ground and fainted. I can’t remember who took the baby, I saw the baby girl
again later that evening when we reunited in U-Oror Fara. I laid on the ground for around
an hour, I think. After I regained consciousness, people told me that we needed to go into
bushes to hide. They said that if I was caught wounded and bleeding, I would get killed
because they were killing all the injured people. I don’t know how often I fainted in and
out, but there was a lot of bleeding from the wound. People told me later that they took me
to bushes after I woke up again, I didn’t remember that by myself. A man _ is
my neighbor and he is the son of my husband’s cousin — who was at a shop in the village
when the village was attacked. He helped me reach the bushes and took care of my wound
by wrapping my scarf around it.

56. Many people were hiding in the bushes. Next to me were _ my mother-in-law

and brothers in law. The bushes are parallel to the road and from there I could see the big
tree. There were a lot of people under the tree.

The incident at the tree
57. Many forces were positioned along the roads connecting the villages, therefore we couldn’t

cross over from our side of the village to another side. There were also forces near the hills
which could see who is crossing over. We were trapped at that location with the tree; we
couldn’t go anywhere. Some people decided to go U-Oror Fara, but we heard firing; same
thing towards Firin Taung or the mountains, everywhere we heard shooting. People were
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dying in the open field. Some people who tried to go to U-Oro Fara came back because
there was firing also in that direction.

58. While I was hiding in the bushes after I was shot, I saw that the military discovered the
people at the tree. The military and the Moghs came from our village and surrounded them.
It was close to me and I could clearly see because the tree was in an open farmland with no
houses, and beside the vegetation there was nothing blocking my sight. There was also a
small creek. My hiding place was in the bushes on the other side of creek where the tree is.
The soldiers started to demand gold, money or any other valuables. While doing so the
soldiers were pointing their weapons at the villagers. The villagers who surrendered gold
or money were left unharmed. Others, which didn’t have anything, were beaten by the
militaries.

59. The soldiers searched both men and women for valuables. They removed women’s scarves
searching for valuables and forced them to remove their clothes. To those who refused to
surrender valuables they ripped off their clothes. For the lower part, they forced the women
to open their thami and shake it, and for the upper part they searched for valuables hidden
in the women’s bras.

60. I saw that the soldiers also separated the men from the women. All in all there were around
20-30 men separated and later taken away. We still don’t know where they are.

61. The soldiers called out three friends of Hala-Ya who had finished the 10% grade. Their
names were: Rofi Uddin, Yakub Ali and Nawman Mullabi (who had also passed Maktab).
Rakhine men from the neighboring Mogh village helped the soldiers identify them,; they
knew they were literate because they went to Chak Fara school together. I was told by
people that were observing from the bushes with me, that among these Rakhine men who
helped the soldiers were also the sons of the Oak-ka-Hta. 1 really don’t know the sons of
the Oak-ka-Hta and can’t tell the names.

62. Soldiers pointed their weapons to the three friends and told them to stand aside. Meanwhile
next to them there was also a disabled person. This handicapped man had managed to join
the group at the tree. I don’t know how he did this because he couldn’t walk well. His name
was Osman. The militaries told Osman to stand up, but he wasn’t able to stand up due to
his condition. As Osman couldn’t stand up, the military shot him in his chest. Osman died
immediately. After that, the three friends started to scream and the soldiers killed them too.
During the killing of these people at the tree, there were Rakhine and military together.

After the attack

63. I came out of the bushes only once the killing stopped and the soldiers and other Rakhines
went back to Chuck Fara. We went to U-Oror Fara. On the way there I have seen many
dead people, and the holes from the explosions.

64. That evening in U-Oror Fara we found family and other villagers. There, I found my
husbandi A doctor named - stitched my wound. There was no possibility to
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find medical help in the area, we couldn’t go to any hospital. The only hospital was in
Kyaung Taung village. Kyaung Taung was also burned down before Shuap Praung. Being
asked if we received any medical help from the Government after the attack I say no,
nothing, why would they help us after they have done this to us.

Among villagers we shared what had happened to us. Because we feared that the militaries
could attack us again, we decided to go up to the hills that same night. The following
morning in the hills we had nothing to eat nor any supplies, so we decided to go to Shitar
Fawrikka. We wanted to go there because there are a lot of Muslim villages that way, but
on our way we met people from Shitar Fawrikka who were also escaping because those
villages had been burned too. That was the moment we decided we needed to leave the area.
We had no supplies, we survived with fruits from the trees and whatever we could find on
our way. We were trying to save our lives and to run away from the military. Some people
were going to the border area, others into the mountains. We saw a helicopter in the air
flying over us. We also so that the helicopter had a red flag. I have seen this helicopter for
some time over us. He made rounds over us for around 10 minutes. It was flying low, where
the trees end, and some more up in the air. The helicopter was a big thing and very loud.

I'really don’t know the names of all the places we crossed during our journey, we stayed in
so many places, in the rain. Kurban happens on the 10" of the moon. The attack happened
on the 5" of moon, and we went to the hill on the 6% of the moon. Kurban happened then 4
days later, which means it was 4 days later that we crossed the hills. On our way from U-
Oror Fara to the border in Nah Kaung Diya we didn’t meet military because we were always
hiding and avoiding to run into them. I have seen the military from far away. Other people
that we met told us that they had contact with military. They were told to go back to their
places, where they belong. I don’t know what they meant, whether to Bangladesh or back
to Myanmar, because all the villages had been burnt down and there was nowhere to go
back.

For the entire trip over the hills I was separated from my husband. My husband and his
brothers were carrying the wounded father on a makeshift stretcher, so they had to go
slower. While they were searching for material to make this stretcher, my mother in law
and I were already escaping into the hills. That’s the reason why I was not travelling with
my husband. Only in Bangladesh I reunited with him.

Crossing into Bangladesh

68.

We went to Nah Kaung Diya to cross the border into Bangladesh. We kept on trying to find
away to stay. We didn’t want to go anywhere else; we didn’t want to go to another country.
That is why we stayed for around 4 days in the hills and made efforts to come back to our
home villages. But we realized there was nothing else we could do, so people in our
community said, we have only one option left, we need to go to Bangladesh. Being on the
hill, in my eyesight, I could see that the military was still burning houses that had been
temporary built in the hills, and we could hear gunshots. We also could see that fires were
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laid in the hill sides. We took the path through the hills — there was no road, it was just
going through the nature. We had passed so many creeks and rivers, and walked through
the jungle. : :

69. Before we crossed the border we had to pass the big river Hassu Rata Haal. We arrived
there in the early morning but it took us until noon to find a way to cross it. When the level
of the water went low, people used plastic gallons to make a makeshift floating platform.
Since we didn’t have any ropes, women ripped their veils and we used the ripped strings to
tie the gallons together. This improvised “boat” could carry around 2-3 people at the time,
so it kept on going back and forth. It was an unstoppable process to cross this river for the
people.

70. Along the trip we had to cross many rivers; at one of these rivers I was about to drown. I
can swim, but at that time because of the injury in my arm I couldn’t swim properly and I
almost drowned. One of my neighbors rescued me by pulling my arm and taking me back
to the surface of the water. People had water up to their throats and carried small children
with the arms over their heads through these waters. I have heard many stories about people
drowning, but only saw one with my eyes, a man from another area. He was very old, he
was on that gallon makeshift boat to cross the big river, when a wave washed it away and
he drowned.

71. When I arrived in Bangladesh, I reunited with my husband and my family. Military has set
fire on Zo Farang and people in the surrounding areas of Phali Fara and Saung Ga Na,
including my natural family, became afraid and fled to the border to Bangladesh.

Photos of the gunshot injury

72. The interviewers showed me some pictures, registered by the IIMM with BIN
IIMM0000004523 and TIMMO0000007118. This is me, I recognize my arm in this photo.
It shows the wound on my arm. I was also shown another photo, BIN IIMM0000007132.
I recognize my arm also in this photo, and the wound on the other side. This is where the
bullet came in.

73. 1 was then shown BIN IIMM0000011814 and IIMMO0000011680. I cannot tell what it is
because I cannot read. I am explained that it is a medical report with my name on it. I can’t
remember having seen this document, I received treatment in Bangladesh from so many
hospitals along the way I just can’t remember any details anymore from that time.

74. I have also been shown a document registered as BIN IIMMO0000001365. I recognize the
photo as showing the wound in my arm.

-. It seems 1o be a photo of my arm, but I am not sure anymore if this is me or someone
which has similar clothes and a similar wound.
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75. 1 had for so long time very much pain in my arm. Until today I am still in pain and three
fingers, thumb, index and middle finger, are numb.

Behaviour of security forces towards women

76. Like I said in the past, sometimes the militaries took away and raped women, but this didn’t
happen to me.

Lost property

77. My in-laws possessed- of land, which corresponds to - When we were still in
My anmar,JJkani were illegally taken by Myanmar government and the Oak-ka-Hta. I know
because I asked my husband. With the attack we lost many goods. My husband wasill
we had many goods in our place that costed aroundjj
. I'had used the gold from my dower to
buy goats, cows, and other animals. In addition to this farming land, my in-laws also

possessed the land where we built our house, which measures 1 kani.

78. Everything else I had, I carried with me.

79. We were always prepared to leave our home because we were hearing from so many people
that military are attacking and that we have to leave our houses. This is why we had put a
few items in a bag and were keeping it aside because we never knew when we might have
to escape. So on that day I just took that bag and ran.

80. We did have property papers which I brought along with me, but after the shooting in my
arm [ lost them in the field. The papers should still be at the king’s place, in Rangoon. This
is where they are kept. For the registration, people would come from the king’s side, Na Sa
Ka or other authorities, even the Oak-ka-Hta would accompany them.

81. I don’t have a photo of my household list.

82. I don’t know what happened to my house and land, nobody could tell me because everyone
from our area left.

Closing Remarks

83. My mother told me that before I was born they already had to flee many times, and that
even her mother had told the same to her. My mother told me, “Now I am old, I am about
to die and still we are escaping to another place”. We heard that also in the past other people
and other courts or foreign governments tried to help the Rohingya, telling us that we could
go back and would not be killed, but these things happen again and again.

84. Our life is all about pain.
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‘ e IIMMO0019629021 — Video copied from witness” phone;
1IMMO0000027079 - Previous statement
IIMMO0000004523 — Photo of wound
1IMM0000007118 — Photo of wound
IIMMO0000007132 - Photo of wound
IIMMO0000011814 — Photo of medical certificate
IIMMO0000011680 — Photo of medical certificate

1IMM0000001365 — Report by [ R R R R
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VIL. Witness Affirmation

This statement has been read to me in the Rohingya language. I have understood the statement
and it accurately reflects what I have told the investigator(s).

Initials:

I solemnly declare upon my honour and conscience that I have given this statement of my own
free will and it is the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth to the best of my knowledge
and belief.

Name:

Signed:

Dated: 6 October 2022
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VIII. Interpreter Certification (to be completed by each interpreter)

1. Iam duly qualified to interpret from the Rohingya language into the English language
and from the English language into the Rohingya language.

2. Thave been informed by _ that she speaks and understands the Rohingya
language.

3. I have interpreted the above statement from the English language into the Rohingya

language in the presence o_
“ M0090

Dated: 6 October 2022

Signed:i
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WITNESS STATEMENT
L Witness Information
Last name: Father’s name:
First name: Mother’s name:
Former names: Spouse(s)’ name(s):
Other names used: Childrens’ name(s)
and date(s) of
birth/age:
Nationality(ies): Rohingya from
Myanmar Myanmar
Gender: Male
Mechanism person P1477
code:
Date of birth/Age: Approximately 28 Place of birth: Chor Fara, Tula Toli.
years old. Date of Chor Fara is adjacent
Birth unknown. to “Fruma Hal”
Ethnicity: Rohingya Language(s) spoken: ~ Rohingya, Burmese
(very little)
Religion: Muslim Language(s) written: ~ Burmese (very little). I
can write my name in
Burmese, and I can
sign as well.
Formal educational Grade 4 Prior occupation and
level: employer in
Myanmar:
School attended: Precise name

S0001_10

unknown. Known
as Tula Toli Mogh
Fara school.
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Current occupation
and employer:

Previous address in Sor Fara, Tula Current address:
Myanmar: Toli, Maungdaw

Date or approximate I'left my Fara 4

date of departure from days before

Myanmar if Qurban

applicable:

Photo ID: UNHCR- Type of photo ID: FDMN smart card
GOB/FDMN

Authority issuing UNHCR-GOB Issuance date on

photo ID: photo ID:

Name on photo ID: Registration number

on photo ID:

Any other form of

photo ID:

IL Interview Information

Prior screening(s) conducted: No

Place/modality of interview: In person Location of interviewer:
Location of witness:
Location of interpreter:

Date(s) and times of interview: (DD/M Interviewer Time Zone) (24:00 HRS):
09/10/22
10/10/22
11/10/22
12/10/22
13/10/22
15/10/22
16/10/22

Language(s) used in interview: English, Rohingya
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Names and signatures of persons present during interview:

MO0059

M0014
Interpreter: M 0093

Witness support person: N/A

AL

Interviewer(s):

Other persons present: N/A

II.  Introductory Matters

1. I'was introduced to the interviewers and to the interpreter. It was explained to me that the
interpreter would interpret everything the interviewers say in English to me in the
Rohingya language and vice versa.

2. I was provided with an overview of the mandate of the Independent Investigative
Mechanism for Myanmar (“Mechanism” or “IIMM”) and explained the purpose of this
interview. I understand that the mandate of the Mechanism covers events that occurred in
Myanmar since 2011, and the focus of this interview is what happened to me in Myanmar,
and not in Bangladesh.

3. I'was asked by the interviewers if I understand the meaning of a court. I told them that the
responsibility of a court is to find out the guilty and to decide if the guilty person should
be punished followed by a process in the court. I was explained by the interviewers the
difference between the “Mechanism” and a court. They explained to me how the
Mechanism undertakes its own independent investigations and shares information with
other national or international courts. I understood that the Mechanism in independent and
impartial.

4. I was informed that my cooperation with the Mechanism is entirely voluntary and that I
had no obligation to participate in this interview or answer any specific questions. I confirm
that nobody coerced me or made promises to me to participate in this interview. Nobody
told me what to say or not to say. I am thankful to the team for interviewing me. I am happy
to tell my story to the team.

5. The interviewers explained that the Mechanism's investigations are confidential, both to
protect the integrity of the investigations and the security of the individuals the Mechanism
interacts with. The interviewers requested I keep my interactions with the Mechanism
confidential.

6. The interviewers explained how the interview process will work. They told me that the
interview might take five to six days. They asked me to try and be as detailed and accurate
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as possible, and to indicate if I do not understand a question, or if I do not know, or recall,
what they are asking about. They explained that it is important that I tell the truth, and that
I distinguish between what I saw and experienced myself and what I may have heard or
learned from others. I was explained that I might be shown documents, photos, videos and
maps during the interview.

7. They stated that they would prepare a written statement with the information I provide
during the interview. I understand that, before signing the statement, it will be interpreted
to me in the Rohingya language and I will be given the opportunity to have this read to,
clarify and correct this statement to ensure that it accurately reflects my recollection of
events.

8. The interviewers explained that this statement and any associated materials that I have
shared with the Mechanism would not be shared without my full and informed consent.

9. The interviewers asked if I fully understood these issues and asked if I was willing to
proceed with the interview. I confirmed that I understood the points raised by the
interviewers and confirmed my willingness to proceed with the interview.

IV. Statement

10. My name is I | - 23 ycars old. I don't

recall my date of birth exactly; it was mentioned in one of the documents that I left behind
in Burma. All those documents were burnt.

11. Tam a Rohingya from Sor Fara, Tula Toli, Maungdaw North, Burma. I was born and
brought up there.

12. Tspeak Rohingya. It’s my native language. I speak some Burmese, can write my name in
Burmese, and can sign my name in Burmese. Otherwise, I can’t write. I have a very limited
ability to read Burmese.

13. Iam currently married to- I'married _
is also CWI have two children, one daughter, and one son. My daughter’s
name is and she is about four months old. My son has two names, in my
famili data_for iii camp, my son is registered asﬁ and we named him

He is three and a half years old. I currently live with my wife, my
daughter and my son in

14. My first wife’s name was-I married- when I was in Burma. She was 22 years
old. I'had a daughter with Il My daughter’s name wasjjlland she was two and
a half years old in 2017. They were killed during the 2017 attack in Tula Toli.

15. My father, _died four to five years ago due to sickness. My mother, Il
Il :nd other family members were killed during the attack in my hamlet in 2017. A

total of 10 of my family members were killed during the attack in Tula Toli in 2017. Their
details are as follows:
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— my mother. She was about 40 years old in 2017. Her father’s name
was
I she was the wife of my elder brother She was about 30 years
old in 2017. Her father’s name was from Ayeur Chor (San Kar Pin
Yin in Burmese).- was killed along with her three daughters - who were three

years old, two years old, and six months old respectively.
I : brother is alive and
currently living in the same block as me, - He remarried to |||

-was my eldest sister. - and her eight family
members, including her husband and seven children, were killed during the attack in

Tula Toli. Her husband's name was ||| -t e:: Her
husband was also from Tula Toli. She hadjjfifsons and daughters, namely

_was my younger sister. She was married. She had a daughter who was
six or seven months old. Her name was husband’s name was

I i was 22 years old. and her daughter were killed in Tula

Toli. | 2ther s name was [ and ||
currently living in_
I - the youngest one in my family. She was my sister. She was killed in
Tula Toli. All of my family members were in the same group when I last saw them
alive before they were killed later that day. ] saw them running towards the riverbank
of Sor fara from my hamlet along with my mother, and other family members. I saw
them from Waikkong (Wet Kyein in Burmese) side of the river, tried to cross the
river. From the other side of the river, I told them loudly not to cross the river as they
were women and they had children and the water was too high in the river. I warned
them because they would be drowned as they had kids with them. I also warned other
villagers who were trying to cross the river as well.

My two younger brothers — IS  Tivc in Malaysia. J

Il cot maricd after Ramadan Eid this year. His wife is from Doin Fara of Tula

Toli. He has been living in Malaysia for 10 years._ has been living in
Malaysia for 8 years. He is unmarried.

My two younger sisters — ||| | | | | | NN - suvived the events in Tula Toli

and are living now in the camps in Bangladesh. is married to my

maternal cousin, and she has two sons, and
ey live in the same block as me. is from

Buis Sor, (Bo Bar in Burmese), Maungdaw. [JJJill is married to_
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from Boli Bazar (Kyein Chaung in Burmese). She has a daughter, named .
is currently living in

16. The interviewers asked me if I was interviewed by any other organizations
interview. I told them that previously I was interviewed b

There were many
journalists and NGOs who conducted interviews immediately after the influx. I was
interviewed by some journalists. But I don’t have any records of those interviews or know
the contact persons. I cannot recall any details. There were so many people approaching us
and asking questions that I can’t remember all of them.

Early Life in Myanmar;

17. 1 used to go to the school located nearby Tula Toli Mogh Fara also known as Min Gyi
Rakhine Rwa in Burmese and Maung Gri Rakhine Rwa in Rakhine. Simultaneously, I used
to go to the Moktob to read Quran. I attended upto grade four in the school. Then I stopped
my study and started work, due to my father's sickness. We had properties, lots of land for
farming, cows, etc. I had to help my family with so many things as my father was sick. For
example, I used to go to the local market to buy daily commodities and food for the family.
My parents used to ask me to go to the market, to help them with farming, to take food for
the people who used to work on our lands.

18. In my village, there were two schools, one on the east of Tula Toli Mogh Fara. This school
was for grade four only. All teachers were moghs. There was another school next to this
one, where children up to seven to eight years old used to attend. This was for grade one
to grade three. It was known as the “Adha class” or “Emmen class” school. These schools
were under government management. There was no school in the Muslim fara (Min Gyi
Ku Lar in Burmese). UNHCR used to fund these schools and used to inspect from time to
time.

19. In my village, studying in school was not easy at that time. Moghs and Muslims used to
go to the same school. The moghs used to harass us and disturb us. If a Muslim student
had any issues with any mogh student, the teachers never took any action. The mogh
students used to abuse us verbally and physically. Even if we reported it to the teachers,
they never took any action. The mogh teachers were not as devoted to Muslim students as
they were to the moghs. On one occasion, I was abused by mogh students verbally on my
way to school. They called me “Kalar” which is a derogatory term to mean something
similar to “Mother fucking bengali muslim”. I reported it to a teacher, and he did not take
any action. It happened a long time ago and I don’t recall the name of the teacher. The
teacher told me that they were having fun with me, “they did not abuse you.” There was
one Muslim teacher who served only for a few months and then left the school. He was
from Sying Gri Fara (Kyun Gaung in Burmese). That was 10- 15 years ago. I don’t recall
the name of the Muslim teacher.
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Property — Land Registration Process

20. My family had three pieces of land. One of these was a-khani (pronounced as Hani)

21.

land for farming. During the monsoon, we used to cultivate rice. We had another piece of
land which was _ khani. My father bought this piece of land from a mogh
villager. This land was in Tula Toli Sor — where villagers were killed during the attack in
Tula Toli. In the dry season, we used to cultivate chili, nuts, potatoes, etc. on this land.
The third piece of land was in the jungle on the hill. Around [JJllkhani of this land was
cultivable land, and on the rest of the land, we used to do banana plantation and “shawn”
plantation in and around the hill. I explained that in Burma we use “shawn” for making
roofs of houses. My father inherited this land from my grandfather. All of these lands were
registered, and we had papers for them all. All of those papers were burnt during the attack
in my hamlet. There were some lands owned by the moghs, who subsequently sold those
lands to Muslims. I bought Bl khani in the middle of Tula Toli Sor from || N NEGENEGEGNzG
I | ot with the process of purchase for this| I in
Tula Toli Sor. It was this piece of land where I took my cows on the day of the attack in
Tula Toli. The Oak-Shoak-Ray-Muu (the Village Administrator) kept a record of selling
of land in a registry book. He issued “Soum Fisa” for my land. I was not able to transfer
the title to my name for this land as the attacked happened in August 2017. This land title
document is known as “Horonsor” which I was supposed to collect from the “Ameen
office”. This office is for land management.

If we wanted to purchase a land, the first step was to make an agreement with the seller on
a stamp paper — which could be bought from a local shop. This stamp paper was required
to be signed by at least three persons as witnesses, and subsequently by the Oak-Shoak-
Ray-Muu. The stamp paper contained information about the seller and the buyer, the
measurement of the land, and the price paid for the land. Based on this stamp paper, the
Oak-Shoak-Ray-Muu would issue a “Soum Fisa”. To obtain this “Soum Fisa”, the
purchaser was required to pay 10,000 Burmese currency for a sale of every 100,000
Burmese currency. This “Soum Fisa” is a certification from the Qak-Shoak-Ray-Muu to
validate the purchase of land. The same applied to moghs as well. The next step was to
obtain “Horonsor” from the Ameen Office — which is the land management office.

Geographical Location:

22.

The name of my Guaing (village tract) is Tula Toli. It is known as Min Gyi in Burmese
and Maung Gri in Rakhine. It has two villages, namely Tula Toli Muslim fara, also known
as Tula Toli Kalar Rwa, (Min Gyi Ku Lar in Burmese, and Maung Gri Ku Lar in Rakhine),
and Tula Toli Mogh fara also known as Tula Toli Rakhine Rwa (Min Gyi Tu Lar Tu Li
Rakhine Rwa). There were about 250 families in Rakhine Rwa. It was located at the west-
south corner, on the north of Furma Hal (Phyuma river). This Rakhine Rwa was subdivided
into two parts, namely U-oror fara (upper part) and Lamar fara (lower part).
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23. Tula Toli Muslim fara is adjacent to the east of Mogh fara. Tula Toli Muslim fara consists
of Doin fara, Sor fara, Major fara (which is next to Sor fara), Guna fara (which is on the
west of Major fara), and Mura fara (which is also known as Utor fara). There were more
than 700 families in all these faras, en<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>