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however, did not end armed struggle by the New Mon
State Party (NMSP), an NDF member, until 1995 when
the NMSP agreed to a ceasefire with the SLORC. Since
this time, the situation has remained unstable. In some
areas, Mon villagers have resettled, development pro-
grammes have started and there has been a marked
increase in Mon literacy classes. But in other areas, there
have been continuing criticisms of land confiscations,
forced labour and other human rights abuses,* and in the
Ye area around 200 former NMSP troops broke away to
resume fighting during 2001 under the new name of the
Hongsawatoi Restoration Party (armed wing: Monland
Defence Army). These uncertainties are also evidenced by
the outflow of many Mons in border areas. Local aid
workers estimate that there are around 20,000 internally
displaced Mons in armed opposition areas near the bor-
der, and around 100,000 migrants working in Thailand,
including many families that have taken their children
with them.

Several leaders of the Mon National Democratic Front
(MNDF), which won five seats in the 1990 election, have
also been arrested, including the MPs-elect Dr Min Soe
Lin and Dr Min Kyi Win and party vice-chair Nai Ngwe
Thein, who each received seven-year jail terms with hard
labour in 1998 under the 1950 Emergency Provisions Act
for alleged anti-state activities intended to undermine the
NMSP ceasefire. Although banned, the MNDF has tried
to work closely with other elected nationality parties and
the NLD in Rangoon, supporting the 1998 formation of
the CRPP.

Naga

Around 100,000 Nagas are estimated to live along the
Sagaing division borders with Manipur and Nagaland in
north-east India, which is home to the main population of
over 1 million Nagas. Most Nagas are Christians, and the
ethnic Naga insurgency is the only armed movement in
Burma that has been active on both sides of an internation-
al frontier. In recent years, however, the largest force, the
National Socialist Council of Nagaland, has been weakened
by a split into two factions: one headed by T. Muivah,
which is more active in the Indian state of Nagaland, and
the other, led by Khaplang, which is based on the Burma
side. In both countries, there has been considerable civilian
displacement and loss of life during decades of conflict,
but, at the turn of the century, both factions agreed cease-
fires with the Indian government. Occasional fighting,
however, has continued with the Tatmadaw on the Burma
side, with dozens of fatalities reported during 2001.%

In the future, Naga politics are likely to remain driven
by developments in India, but a Naga ‘self-administered
zone has been designated in guidelines put forward by the

18

SLORC for constitutional discussions at the National Con-
vention in Rangoon. The Naga Hills Progressive Party also
won a seat in the 1990 election. However, like most organi-
zations that stood in the polls, the party was subsequently
deregistered by the government.%

Rakhine (Arakan)

Nationality politics in the Rakhine state, formerly Arakan,
represent the most serious communal flashpoint in the
country. The majority population among the estimated 3
million inhabitants are ethnic Rakhine, a predominantly
Buddhist people whose language is close to Burmese.
Until 1784, an independent kingdom was maintained at
Myohaung (Mrauk-U), but under Konbaung and British
rule the territory was increasingly brought within the gov-
ernance of central Burma.

Ethnic demands for greater autonomy, however, have
continued, and from the late 1940s various insurgent
movements, mostly pro-Buddhist or communist, took
control of many rural areas. Eventually, in 1974 the
36,778 square km Rakhine state was created, and inten-
sive counter-insurgency operations in the late 1970s
pushed remaining Rakhine forces back into the
Bangladesh-India borderlands, where a number of small
parties, principally the Arakan Liberation Party (an NDF
member) and National United Party of Arakan, were still
active in the early 2000s. The Arakan (Rakhine) League
for Democracy (ALD) also won the largest number of
seats in the state in the 1990 election, but the party was
later banned and several leaders arrested, including the
historian Oo Tha Tun (who died in prison), ethnic liaison
officer, Aye Tha Aung, and Dr Saw Mra Aung, who head-
ed the CRPP.

Ethnic Rakhines, however, are not the only inhabi-
tants of the state. In addition to Chin, Mro and other hill
peoples, there is a substantial population of anywhere
between 700,000 and 1.5 million Muslims, especially in
the Bangladesh borders, where they have been known in
recent years by the collective name of Rohingya. As a term
of ‘ethnic’ identity, however, this name has attracted much
controversy. It is not in doubt that peoples practising or
adopting Islam, such as the coastal Kamans, have histori-
cally inhabited parts of Arakan. The arguments today are
over their numbers, origins and ethnicity, which has
meant that — as with many Muslims in Burma — their
‘nationality’ status is disputed under the regulations of the
1982 Citizenship Law. ‘Muslim’, in general, is regarded as
a cultural rather than ethnic identification. In particular,
many government and Rakhine leaders believe that the
indigenous Muslim population in Arakan has been boost-
ed by a pattern of unchecked migration of ethnic Bengalis
from India that started under British rule.

BURMA (MYANMAR): THE TIME FOR CHANGE
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32. Measured consumption inequality in Myanmar is

relatively low in comparison with its regional neigh-
bors (Figure 11). The initial analysis of the IHLCA-2
(UNDP and GoM, 2011) produced a Gini coefficient
of 0.20, which would have been remarkably low by
global standards. The more recent re-examination of
the data, which are still subject to wide margins of error
(see Box 3), yielded an estimated Gini coefficient of
0.29, higher than the initial estimate but still relatively
low. Inequality is higher, in some cases considerably
higher, in all of Myanmar’s regional neighbors. With-
in Myanmar, inequality is estimated to be much higher
in urban areas (0.36) than in rural areas (0.25) (Figure
12). Among Myanmar’s four agro-ecological zones, in-
equality is estimated to be highest in the Delta (0.33),
in part because the region includes the city of Yangon
(0.36) but likely also due to high levels of inequality in
access to key assets like agriculture land.

B. The spatial distribution of poverty

33. Theincidence of poverty varies substantially across

the different geographic regions of Myanmar. In
terms of agro-ecological zones, poverty rates are high-
est in the Coastal zone (53.1 percent) and lowest, sur-
prisingly low, in the Dry Zone (29.5 percent), with the
Hills (40.9 percent) and the Delta (40.4 percent) falling
in the middle, close to the national rate (Figure 13).
Poverty rates vary as well, across the states and regions,
in many cases even within the agro-ecological zones
(Figure 14). Rakhine (in the Coastal zone) and Chin
(in the Hills), on the eastern border with Bangladesh,
are by far the poorest states, with poverty rates of 78
percent and 71.5 percent respectively. Ayeyarwaddy (in
the Delta) and Shan (in the Hills) are next with poverty
rates in mid-40s. The incidence of poverty in the re-
gions in the Dry Zone on the other hand are uniformly
lower than the national rate, as are those in the remain-
ing hilly border states, on the north and the east, adjoin-
ing China and Thailand.

Figure 13z Panvorty rases anid wamsbery of gy in 20000 2000, by sgroe coedesael sane
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Source: World Bank staff estimates from new analysis of 2009-
2010 IHLCA survey data.
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34. The poorest areas—the areas with the highest in-

cidence of poverty—are not always where most of

The mapping of states and regions into the four agro-ecologi-

cal zones is as follows: Hills (Chin, Kachin, Kayah, Kayin, Shan), Dry Zone
(Bago, Magwe, Mandalay, Sagaing), Coastal [Rakine, Mon, Taninthayi), and
Delta (Ayeyarwaddy, Yangon).

12

35.

36.

the poor live and so geographic targeting of the
poor needs to take account of both poverty rates
and the share of the poor that live in an area. For
instance, using 2009-2010 population and poverty data
(subject to the significant data quality issues set out in
Box 3), although the Dry Zone and the Delta have a
lower incidence of poverty than the Coastal zone or the
Hills, because of the relatively high population share
of the Dry Zone and the Delta, they account for near-
ly two-thirds of the poor in Myanmar. Conversely, al-
though Chin has the second highest poverty rate (71.5
percent) amongst all states and regions, it accounts for
only 1.4 percent of the poor due to its small population.
Rakhine and Ayeyarwaddy stand out in that they both
have high poverty rates and account for large shares of
the poor. The available 2009-2010 data (subject to wide
margins of error) indicate that Rakhine has a pover-
ty rate of 78 percent and accounts for 14.9 percent of
Myanmar’s poor, while Ayeyarwaddy, given its size
and moderately high poverty rate (45.7 percent), ac-
counts for 18 percent of the poor—the highest of any
state or region. Geographical targeting to reduce pover-
ty must take account of both the rate of poverty and the
population share.

At 34 percent, the poverty rate for the Yangon re-
gion seems surprisingly high (Figure 14). The 33
percent poverty rate for the Mandalay region also seems
high, particularly in light of the important commercial
role that both Yangon city and Mandalay city play in
Myanmar’s economy. These high rates of transition
poverty in part reflect the high and rising cost of living
in urban areas; although urban areas have much better
local infrastructure and basic services, residents pay a
lot to access these services. Limited access to stable,
well-paid jobs is another contributing factor to urban
poverty. In recent years, Yangon has become a mag-
net for rural migrants seeking new employment oppor-
tunities and a chance at a better life. But these new
opportunities have been slow to develop. According
to the 2009/10 IHLCAZ2, the urban poor are typically
employed in the informal sector, or as casual, unskilled
workers in construction or other service sectors, and
many have limited education and job skills.

Although the rate of poverty is high in Yangon,
the depth and severity of poverty is relatively low.
Many poor households are clustered near and just be-
low the poverty line, and promoting good growth and
expanding economic opportunities could ensure they
grow out of poverty very quickly. Managing this pro-
cess of transition--and related issues linked to rising
expectations, rising inequality, and ensuring equitable
access to public assets and basic services--is an import-
ant poverty challenge for Myanmar.
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Danish Refugee Council and UNHCR, Sittwe Camp Profiling Report, June
2017 (extract)

Other extracts are also included at CMM, Vol. VI, Annex 253

Available at:

https://www.jips.org/uploads/2018/11/Sittwe_Camp_Profiling Report LOQ.pdf
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More desperate coping strategies that can have negative long term consequences for health and
nutrition outcomes, such as reducing the number of meals eaten each day, decreasing expenses on
healthcare and reducing expenses on food, were used almost exclusively by households from Muslim
camps and villages. The frequency of most coping strategies was relatively standard across the different
Muslim camps. Elderly-headed households were more likely to have used negative coping strategies in
the past six months to meet basic household expenses (86 per cent compared with 72 per cent of non-
elderly-headed households). Meanwhile, female-headed households were, on average, less likely to have
resorted to negative coping mechanisms.

The proportion of households using food-specific coping mechanisms was high among Rakhine villages
and relocated sites (35 per cent; 38 per cent). Households in the Muslim camps and villages were almost
twice as likely to use food-specific negative coping strategies (72 per cent; 69 per cent). The most
common food-based coping mechanisms used across all target populations involved resorting to less
preferred and less expensive food. The frequent use among large sections of the Muslim camp and
village populations of other more acute coping mechanisms, such as reducing the total number of meals
in a day, and restricting consumption by females and adults so males and children can eat, is particularly
concerning.

Accessing humanitarian assistance

The vast majority of respondents from the Muslim camps reported that they did not face difficulties
accessing humanitarian assistance in the last six months (95 per cent). People reporting to have
experienced difficulties were more frequent in Ohn Taw Gyi North and South (6 per cent), Say Tha
Mar Gyi/Phwe Yar Gone (5 per cent) and Thet Kae Pyin/Maw Thi Nyar (5 per cent) as well as the Dar
Paing makeshift shelters (16 per cent).” Food distributions were the main type of assistance people had
difficulties accessing (3 per cent of all respondents), followed by healthcare (1 per cent), non-food item
distributions (1 per cent) and shelter assistance (0.5 per cent). More than half of the respondents who
had difficulties accessing food assistance were not receiving monthly distributions from WFP through
partners, with several respondents mentioning that they were taken off food distribution lists after
changing their location. The main reasons given for not being able to access food distributions was
a lack of documentation (46 per cent),” this was followed by a lack of services available (35 per cent)
and movement restrictions (34 per cent). Nearly all households in which more than half the members
were disabled (an estimated 34 households) reported having difficulties accessing humanitarian aid and

approximately half reporting having difficulties accessing healthcare.

Of the population in the Muslim camps, female-headed households reported having difficulties accessing
humanitarian assistance at the same rate as the rest of the population. Elderly-headed households,
by contrast, were 5 percentage points more likely to report having difficulties accessing food aid and
were more than twice as likely to have difficulties accessing NFI distributions, healthcare and shelter
assistance. Households in which at least one member had a severe disability were 2 percentage points
more likely to have difficulties accessing food distributions and were more likely to have difficulties
accessing healthcare.

“WFP noted that they had experienced particular resistance to the introduction of a new food distribution system
in these camps.

"~ The type of documentation was not specified and may have also included ration cards. WFP and their implement-
ing partners established complaint feedback mechanisms and helpdesks at food distribution points to address

these issues. )
Sittwe Camp Profiling Report 2017 123
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Amnesty International, “Caged without a Roof™: Apartheid in Myanmar's
Rakhine State, November 2017 (extracts)

Available at:
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Amnesty International is a global movement of more
than 7 million people who campaign for a world
where human rights are enjoyed by all.

Our vision is for every person to enjoy all the rights
enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
and other international human rights standards.

We are independent of any government, political
ideology, economic interest or religion and are funded
mainly by our membership and public donations.
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Since 9 October 2016, when ARSA militants launched lethal attacks on border police posts, Rohingya have
reported that it is much more difficult to obtain Form 4s to travel between Maungdaw and Buthidaung
townships. According to Rohingya activists, in early 2017 local authorities told community leaders that only
holders of the NVC would be able to travel between townships.!®* However, there were reports that until the
25 August 2017, the day ARSA launched another coordinated attack on security posts, Rohingya could
travel on payment of a bribe of 20,000-50,000 kyats (US$12.50- 31).1%5 At the time of writing, Rohingya still
living in northern Rakhine State report that they are unable to travel between village tracts or between
Maungdaw and Buthidaung townships, local authorities have cited security concerns as the reason for these
restrictions.1%

Movement between villages of the same township: In addition to requiring permission to travel between
townships, Rohingya in northern Rakhine State also face restrictions on their movement between villages
within their home township. These restrictions are more arbitrarily enforced: in some areas, Rohingya told
Amnesty International they could travel between villages during the day without permission, but had to pay
unofficial fees at checkpoints.

In other areas interviewees said that they needed to have a Village Departure Certificate, a document which
they obtained from their Village Administrator confirming that they have permission to be outside their
village. The document is usually obtained at a cost of 500 and 1,000 kyats (US$0.5-1). Village Departure
Certificates are also essential for Rohingya who stay away from their villages overnight. Villagers told Amnesty
International that failure to have one could result in arrest.

In addition to obtaining the certificate, Rohingya must register as a guest of the household they are staying
in, which they do by notifying their host’s Village or Ward Administrator. Until recently, all people living in
Myanmar who wished to spend the night outside their home were required to register as overnight guests.
However, amendments to the 2012 Ward and Village Tract Administration Law in 2016 removed this
requirement.'® Amendments to this law have not changed the situation in northern Rakhine State however,
and discriminatory local orders targeting Rohingya mean they are still required to register with local Village or
Quarter Administrators if they stay overnight in a place other than their home.

In addition to being inherently discriminatory, the procedures to travel within northern Rakhine State are
excessively bureaucratic and time-consuming. Official and unofficial fees to obtain these different travel
permissions can also make travel prohibitively expensive for some families. Interviewees told Amnesty
International that failure to comply can result in extortion, arbitrary arrest and detention.

3.1.2 CONTINUOUS ‘CURFEWS’

Restrictions on movement in northern Rakhine State have been further exacerbated by ‘curfew’ orders which
prohibit, among other things, people from being outside their homes and travelling at night. Curfews were
first imposed in several townships, including predominantly ethnic Rakhine areas, in Rakhine State during
2012 as a way to maintain law and order in the wake of the violence.!%8

While these curfews have now been gradually lifted in all other parts of the state, they have been in
continuous effect in Maungdaw and Buthidaung townships since 2012, and were most recently extended by
township authorities on 25 October 2017. At the time of writing, a curfew is in place between 6pm and 6am
in both Maungdaw and Buthidaung townships.'® Interviewees and other credible sources report that in
practice, the curfew is imposed selectively against Muslims by village and ward administrators and BGP
officers.1%0

15 Amnesty International communication, February 2017.

155 Amnesty International communication, October 2017.

15 Amnesty International communication, October 2017.

157 Htoo Thant, ‘Midnight inspection’ clause abolished by parliament’, The Myanmar Times, 20 September 2016,
www.mmtimes.com/index.php/national-news/22620-midnight-inspection-clause-abolished-by-parliament.html .For more information about
guest registration and household inspections prior to the amendment of the 2012 Ward and Village Tract Administration Law, see Fortify
Rights, Midnight intrusions: Ending guest registration and household inspections in Myanmar, March 2015.

158 |t is important to note that curfews have been imposed in other parts of Myanmar in response to a deteriorating security situation, for
example during anti-Muslim riots in Meiktila in 2013, and in response to the eruption of fighting between the military and armed ethnic
groups in the Kokang region in February 2015, and again in 2017.

159 Prior to the first ARSA attacks in October 2016 the curfew was in place in both Maungdaw and Buthidaung townships between 11pm
and 4am. This was extended to 7pm until 6am in the immediate aftermath of the attacks and shortened in February to 9pm until 5am.
Immediately prior to the ARSA attacks of 25 August 2017, the curfew in Maungdaw township was in effect from 9pm until 5am and in
Buthidaung township from 10pm until 4am. At 1pm on 25 August 2017, local authorities in both townships announced by loudspeakers
that the curfew had been extended and would be in effect between 6pm and 6am.

180 Amnesty International interview with B.W., March 2016.
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A March 2016 written curfew announcement obtained by Amnesty International states that it is in place “for
the sake of stability and peace in the community”, and warns that undefined legal action will be taken to
prosecute those who do not follow the order.'®! Curfews have a significant impact on access to emergency
medical treatment at night and the ability to undertake certain forms of work, such as farming and fishing
(for more information on the impacts of movement restrictions on health and access to livelihoods, see
Chapter 4).

The legal basis for the curfew is Section 144 of Myanmar’s Code of Criminal Procedure, which grants the
authorities broad discretionary powers to restrict access to certain areas if they consider the restrictions likely
to prevent “disturbance of the public tranquillity, a riot, or an affray” among other things. Orders under
Section 144 are supposed to be temporary in nature, but can be extended by a magistrate after two months
if there is “danger to human life, health or safety, or a likelihood of a riot or an affray.”16?

In Maungdaw and Buthidaung townships, the curfew order has been extended every two months for the last
five years. Under Section 144 of Myanmar’s Code of Criminal Procedure, such orders are supposed to be
imposed by a magistrate, however according to non-governmental sources, in northern Rakhine State are
imposed and extended by the Maungdaw and Buthidaung Township Administrators operating under the
GAD.%3 Renewals are usually announced by loudspeaker in Maungdaw and Buthidaung towns and written
confirmation is also disseminated among Village Administrators in the two townships.

The use of curfews as a temporary measure in Rakhine State during the 2012 violence and in the immediate
aftermath of the October 2016 attacks were justified by the authorities on security grounds. However the
widespread imposition of the curfew for years, in predominantly Rohingya areas and during periods when
there were no reports of violence, cannot be justified. The fact that curfews are only maintained in the two
Muslim majority townships strongly suggests that they are applied with discriminatory intent, and further
evidence of official policy to deny Rohingya their right to freedom of movement.

3.1.3 CHECKPOINTS, EXTORTION, AND PHYSICAL VIOLENCE BY SECURITY
FORCES

@ Myanmar border police stand guard at the check point near the entrance of Maungdaw township in northern Rakhine State on 28 August, 2017. ©
AFP/Getty Images

11 March 2016 curfew announcement, unofficial translation, on file with Amnesty International.

162 Myanmar Code of Criminal Procedure, Section 144(6).

183 Confidential correspondence, May 2015, on file with Amnesty International. OHCHR, Situation of human rights of Rohingya Muslims and
other minorities in Myanmar, para. 29.
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A man asked if they were Maung Maung’s relatives, and then what race Maung Maung was. He then
informed them that Maung Maung was dead and told them to come to collect the body. Because of the
curfew, Maung Maung’s father was not able to travel to Maungdaw until 4am the next morning.

When he arrived at the hospital, two BGP officers informed him Maung Maung had not stopped at a
checkpoint and that his death was an accident. Photographs of Maung Maung’s body, which were shared
with Amnesty International, clearly show a gunshot wound to the head. Two BGP officers were subsequently
arrested and family members were told they had been charged with murder and misuse of their weapons. To
date, Amnesty International does not know if the two BGP officers have been tried for Maung Maung’s
death.1”1

Almost every Rohingya Amnesty International interviewed in northern Rakhine State complained about the
extortion and arbitrary taxes demanded by the BGP at checkpoints. Indeed, Amnesty International’s
research indicates that checkpoints serve little other function than to demand and receive bribes from
travelling Rohingya. Reasons given by the BGP to extort money include not having the proper documents,
unclear or “untidy” handwriting on permission letters and travel permits, and identity documents where the
signature was either missing or illegible.”

A Rohingya woman living in northern Rakhine State explained that her husband lost his “white card” years
ago, and so was not able to surrender the card and collect a receipt from the authorities. As a result, he is
often extorted by BGP when passing through checkpoints: “He doesn't have a temporary approval card so
he has to pay 5,000 kyats to get permission to travel outside of the township. | have one, and | still have to
pay 1,500 each time.” She continued, “I worry about him a lot when he travels... They could detain him at
any time because he doesn't have documents.”’3

Interviewees told Amnesty International that failure to pay bribes can result in physical punishment or
arbitrary arrest, and as a result, many people limit their travel to avoid harassment at checkpoints.

3.2 RESTRICTIONS ON MOVEMENT IN CENTRAL RAKHINE
STATE

“Since the conflict [2012 violence] we can’t go into the town.
The authorities issued a verbal order not to go there after
the conflict, and it's never changed since. The Township
Administrator communicates it down to the Village
Administrators and they inform the villagers. We can only go
to other Rohingya villages. We are not allowed to go to the
Rakhine villages at all.”

A 45-year-old Rohingya man, who is a head of 100 households in a village in Mrauk-U township.”*

Amnesty International’s research found that while restrictions on movement were not as strictly imposed in
central Rakhine State and in Sittwe township (See Section 3.3) as in northern Rakhine State prior to the
2012 violence, since then local authorities have imposed de facto restrictions even when they were not
declared formally, and actively pressured Muslim communities to remain confined to their villages.

71 Amnesty International interview with B.B., March 2016.

172 Amnesty International interviews with A.N., A.T., A.U., March 2016.
73 Amnesty International interview with A.T., March 2016.

74 Amnesty International interview with C.X., September 2016.
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3.2.1 CONFINEMENT TO VILLAGES

In central Rakhine State, Amnesty International’s research paints an extremely bleak picture of Rohingya
trapped in villages which they have essentially been unable to leave since 2012. All of the Rohingya Amnesty
International interviewed in 11 different villages in central Rakhine State said that they are not allowed to
travel to Rakhine villages, and have not been able to travel to the main town of their township (for example
Kyauktaw town in Kyauktaw township) since 2012. The only travel permitted is to other Muslim villages in
the township, however they are not allowed to use roads and can only use waterways to reach these villages.
A Rohingya villager living in Kyauktaw township explained:

“We cannot go by land to other Rohingya villages, only by waterway and only to villages inside
Kyauktaw township. Most villages are [by the] riverside. We can’t go to Rakhine villages, and can’t go
into Kyauktaw or Mrauk-U towns. We can’t go to other townships except Sittwe in an emergency.”’®

Another Rohingya man living in a different village in Kyauktaw township confirmed these restrictions,
explaining that people who do not comply risk complaints and hostility from the local Rakhine community:

“The Township Administrator informed us that we cannot travel around (the village), we can only go
by boat to other Muslim villages. We cannot use the road, we can go near it, and cross it to go to our
paddy fields, but we cannot walk on it. If we do, the Rakhine make problems to us.”7®

In most villages Amnesty International visited in Mrauk-U and Kyauktaw townships, interviewees reported
that they had to request some sort of permission to travel even between Muslim villages. The process for this
varied. Some reported they had to verbally inform their Village Administrator, while others said they needed
written permission. In both cases, villagers said the cost was around 200 kyats (US$0.10) each and every
time they leave their village.1”” Interviewees from two different villages showed Amnesty International copies
of the written permission slips, which they said they had obtained from their village administrator.!”®

™A Rohingya villager shows the permission slip he needed to get in order to leave his village in central Rakhine State,
September 2016. ©Amnesty International

75 Amnesty International interview with A.A., February 2016.

76 Amnesty International interview with D.O., September 2016.

77 Amnesty International interview with C.Y., September 2016.

78 Amnesty International took photographs of these permission forms and obtained professional translations, both of which remain on file

with the organization.
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COMMUNITY-IMPOSED MOVEMENT RESTRICTIONS

-y :3 o~y While restrictions on movement are primarily enforced and maintained by the state,

other factors also play a role in limiting the movement of Rohingya and other

'Q.? 9.'¢ * Muslims in both central Rakhine State and Sittwe township. Chief among them are
inter-communal tensions.

Five years after waves of violence between Buddhist and Muslim communities swept Rakhine State, the
situation remains volatile, and all communities fear fresh outbreaks of violence. For Muslim
communities, fear of violence stems in large part from the Myanmar security force’s failure to respond to
threats and violence by extremist Rakhine groups. Many Muslim interviewees cited incidents, some
recent, some dating back several years, when hardline Rakhine individuals and groups had attacked
and injured Muslim villagers, and police had failed to prevent the attacks or else did not intervene to
stop them or to hold those responsible to account. For their part, ethnic Rakhine villagers Amnesty
International interviewed said they feared outbreaks of violence if Muslims came in to their area, and
expressed concern that police would not take action, and often failed to take action to investigate
Muslim villagers who committed petty crimes in the area.

The role of hardline individuals and groups within the Rakhine community in restricting Muslim
movement was also clearly recognized by a Senior Rakhine State government official who explained:
“Restrictions on movement are there because of the conflict... if they [the Rohingyal want to go to
Sittwe [town] they need police security. They cannot leave their areas without permission and security
because of the Rakhine residents.”2” While it is true that there are security concerns, more so since the
ARSA attacks which have contributed to fear and mistrust among communities throughout the state, the
reality is that effective state action would largely mitigate these concerns. What all communities, but
most especially Rohingya and Muslim communities, are most at risk from is a state policy that has
fostered rather than challenged discrimination.

An illustration of this was given to when Amnesty International spoke to a Kaman couple who had
travelled to Sittwe town for business in December 2015, and who were temporarily detained by police
after hardline Buddhist monks protested against their presence. The man, a 52-year-old Kaman with full
citizenship explained:

“My wife and | went to Sittwe to do a job downtown. While we were there some monks arrived.
They asked “are you Kaman?” When | replied yes they told us that we could not come there [to
downtown] because we are Kaman. | explained that we have citizenship, both my wife and |, but
they said it didn’t matter, even if we are Kaman we still believe in Islam. They called the police
who quickly arrived and took us to the police station. We were detained there for around an hour.
The police asked if | was Kaman, and told me that we shouldn’t come downtown. Fortunately |
have a good relationship with the military commander who oversees our area, so | called him and
he came and collected us.”

Their experience further confirms the role of the state, in this case the police, in both restricting Muslim
movement and in bowing to pressure from hardline groups.

By imposing arbitrary and discriminatory restrictions on freedom of movement under pressure from
such groups, the police are failing in their obligation to exercise due diligence to protect individuals from
abuses of their human rights by non-state actors.

This also indicates that even if state-imposed movement restrictions were removed, community-imposed
movement restrictions would likely continue unless the authorities take effective action. Concerns about
violence and hostility have created a climate of fear among all communities, and is exacerbated by state
failures to protect the people of Rakhine State, investigate incidents of violence, and hold perpetrators to
account. Policies of segregation, which have meant there has been little to no interaction between
Muslim and Rakhine communities over the past five years, have further fueled these fears.

27 Amnesty International interview, Senior Rakhine State government official, March 2016.
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ICRC, Joint Three Month Report for Response in Rakhine State (15 September
2017 to 31 December 2017), 31 January 2018
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International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Socleties
Fédération internationale des Saciétés de la Croix-Rouge et du Croissant-Rouge
Federacion Internacional de Sociedades de la Cruz Roja y de la Media Luna Roja

a3 Dy sl culiad cliand g8 dad)

JOINT THREE MONTH REPORT FOR RESPONSE IN RAKHINE STATE
(15 September to 315t December 2017).

Reporting Period: 3,5 Month Date of Report Issue: 315 January 2018

Report Starting Date: 15 September 2017 Report Ending Date: 315! December 2017
Project Budget Allocated: 17,063,480 CHF
No. of People assisted: 180,000 No. of Volunteers Involved: 220

1. BACKGROUND

Following the violence that broke out on 25 August 2017, upon the request of the Union
Government, the Red Cross Movement - comprised of the International Committee of the Red
Cross (ICRC), the Myanmar Red Cross Society (MRCS) and the International Federation of
the Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) - has been providing humanitarian
assistance in Maungdaw and Sittwe districts.

An emergency appeal of 17 million Swiss francs was launched by the ICRC and the resulting
funds enabled the Red Cross Movement to deliver assistance and provide protection and
support to 36,000 families (180,000 people) in Rakhine. The assistance was delivered over a
period of 3.5 months, with a focus on the following sectors: food, health, shelter (and non-food
relief items), water, sanitation and hygiene promotion, food security and livelihoods, and
protection.

Throughout Rakhine, as everywhere in the world, the Red Cross is responding in accordance
with its Fundamental Principles of neutrality, impartiality and independence. This means the
Red Cross works on behalf of all affected people, regardless of ethnicity or religion, and
delivers assistance based on needs. The Red Cross maintains regular contact and operates
in full transparency with the Government of Myanmar.

KEY ACHIEVEMENTS AND CONSTRAINTS

» 180,000 people assisted in 3 months.

» Nearly 200 Red Cross Movement staff and volunteers supported the response.

» Assistance provided at 140 different locations (villages, village tracts, temporary
relocation sites, transit points).

» MRCS response capacity is strengthened through renovation of the Rakhine state
branch office, direct training of 202 staff and volunteers, technical support and
replenishment of emergency relief items.

» Security and logistical challenges: roads in poor condition, long distances and remote
locations.

2. RED CROSS ACTION

Over the past three months, the Red Cross has gradually reached all areas affected by the
violence. Teams operating in Rakhine have used trucks, cars, boats, a helicopter and cargo
ships to deliver aid. They often walked great distances to meet with affected communities,
assess emergency needs, and deliver assistance. In order to transport essential supplies, and
establish a logistical supply chain to reach populations, the Red Cross upgraded the
Page 1 of 23 RCM Rakhine Operational Response Report, January 2018
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Maungdaw jetty, and the jetty access road. Four rub halls have been constructed for
warehousing and positioning of stock. These facilities will be in use after the emergency
response. MRCS Rakhine state warehouse rehabilitation plans were drafted during this time
phase and the new infrastructure will be developed in 2018. Temporary office and
warehousing spaces have been set up in Sittwe as a backup to its branches offices all over
Rakhine.

More than 175,000 people have received food rations, and over 89,000 people have been
assisted with emergency items such as tarpaulins, hygiene kits, oral rehydration salts, etc.

Close to 609,000 liters of clean drinking water have been distributed, and thousands have
benefited from Red Cross support to the health system and mobile clinics. For more than
13,200 people with access to markets, including temporarily relocated persons, the Red Cross
delivered unconditional cash grants, in order to support the resumption of their economic
activity and their reintegration into their home communities. The Red Cross is also looking at
the medium-term needs of affected communities in Rakhine and has distributed seeds and
fertilizer to more than 10,000 people ahead of the next harvest.

3. COORDINATION

The Red Cross Movement response is coordinating internally through a strategic decision-
making body in Yangon, and simultaneously through operational/technical coordination
mechanisms established in Sittwe and Maungdaw. Authorities are engaged at the national,
state, district and township levels to ensure that all concerned parties are well informed.
Coordination with authorities is key to access to affected areas, in order to deliver
humanitarian assistance in accordance with the Fundamental Principles and other Movement
policies.

It is an essential priority for the Red Cross Movement to consider the point of view of all
communities, and this is achieved through multiple information and networking channels
including face-to-face communication, over the phone, and often online.

In order to strengthen understanding and acceptance throughout the communities where it is
operating, and mitigate any concerns by community members, Red Cross teams regularly
meet with various community and government leaders to convey messages concerning the
impartial nature of the Movement’s humanitarian work and to listen to their advice and
concerns

In addition, representatives of the Red Cross have participated in meetings of the
Humanitarian Country Team to reduce duplication of efforts when international organizations
re-engage. There are other stakeholders such as the Union Enterprise for Humanitarian
Assistance, Resettlement and Development in Rakhine, which will become increasingly
important during the recovery phase. The Red Cross will coordinate with these organizations
in order to share information and activities, and disseminate the mandate and principles of the
Red Cross Movement. Relations with Civil Society Organizations are also important to further
the Red Cross Movement’s access and the safety and security of its operations.

4. EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE

Over the past few months, Red Cross teams conducted rapid assessments in order to
understand the needs of communities whose economic activity was disrupted during the
aftermath of the violence and upheaval. Based on these assessments, teams distributed

rations of food to villages throughout Rakhine in food parcels that included rice, cooking oil,
Page 2 of 23 RCM Rakhine Operational Response Report, January 2018
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sadawpeas (butter beans), fish cans, a wheat-soya cereal blend, iodized salt and tea. The
Red Cross provided daily rations to temporarily relocated persons in different areas of Rakhine
such as Sittwe, Kyauktaw, Minbya, Ponnagyun and others.

For nearly 13,200 people who retained access to markets, teams distributed cash grants.
Cash grants were also distributed to thousands of temporarily relocated persons to support
the return to their villages of origin, encourage economic activity, and support reintegration
into their home communities.

In a second phase, the Red Cross distributed monthly rations of food in villages without access
to fields and markets in Maungdaw, Buthidaung and Rathedaung. Daily rations were provided
to populations in transit to Bangladesh.

To date, nearly 175,000 people have received food assistance. In various locations where the
agricultural cycle was disrupted but individuals retained the ability to access and work their
fields, Red Cross teams are providing seeds and fertilizer. These distributions, primarily of
winter crops, will allow a return to the normal agricultural cycle. Currently over 10,000 persons
benefit from this assistance. Finally, Red Cross teams distributed essential household items
to over 89,000 people, in packages that include mosquito nets, blankets, hygiene parcels and
dignity Kits.

5. PROTECTION

During the needs assessment in Maungdaw district, Red Cross teams monitored the
humanitarian situation of the people affected by the violence. The findings of these
assessments were shared with the concerned authorities. In addition, the Movement offered
its tracing services, with a view to restore and maintain links between families separated due
to the violence. Detention visits were conducted in the main prisons in Rakhine State.

6. WATER, SANITATION, HYGIENE AND SHELTER

Since the onset of the emergency, Red Cross teams have supported temporarily relocated
persons with water and sanitation services at various relocation sites in Maungdaw and Sittwe
Districts. The humanitarian situation also required the Red Cross to provide emergency
assistance in Ah Ley Tan Kyaw and Pya Na Pyin Gi beaches in Maungdaw Township, where
people were transiting towards Bangladesh.

The Red Cross regularly delivered clean drinking water through water tanking and the
distribution of 1 litre bottles, and teams constructed water points and latrines to ensure basic
health and sanitation measures were available to mitigate the spread of disease and unsafe
living conditions.

7. EMERGENCY HEALTH

Red Cross health teams are working directly with the Ministry of Health and Sports (MoHS) to
assess the existing medical infrastructure, including 26 health facilities and mobile clinics,
throughout Rakhine State. Drugs and medical equipment were donated to support primary
and secondary health care structures and mobile clinics. Emergency oral rehydration salts,
clean delivery kits and first aid kits were distributed to affected populations, and Red Cross
health teams have been present at distributions. The Red Cross also provided the Ministry of
Health and Sports with logistical assistance to support the mobility of MoHS mobile teams,
assisted MoHS in identifying and training Community Health Workers to increase health
coverage and rebuild the community disease surveillance system. The Red Cross also
supported MoHS in the Japanese Encephalitis vaccination campaign with transport of
immunization teams and community awareness. The Red Cross continue support to the MoHS
for the Emergency Patients Referral System.

Page 3 of 23 RCM Rakhine Operational Response Report, January 2018
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8. STRENGTHENING THE NATIONAL SOCIETY RESPONSE CAPACITY

MRCS capacity to respond in Rakhine has been strengthened through emergency
preparedness, infrastructure upgrading, strategic dialogue and communication, trainings, as
well as financial, logistical and material support.

The Rakhine state branch office was rehabilitated which has enabled more effective delivery
of services. Five fabricated office containers were installed on the state branch grounds and
a wiikhall (fabric covered building) purchased with the purpose of relocating stocks during the
reconstruction of the MRCS warehouse in Sittwe in 2018. The renovation activities have been
complimented with the purchase of volunteers’ safety and security protective equipment items,
office and IT equipment that will enable 10 branches in Rakhine and headquarters to better
assist the affected populations.

Another important component of this capacity building was the replenishment and pre-
positioning of disaster preparedness stocks such as hygiene parcels, dignity kits, tarpaulins,
mosquito nets and other relief items to ensure continuous response to the current and future
needs.

As many of the volunteers and staff working in the operation are newly recruited, trainings on
governance, fundamental principles, logistics and warehouse management and
communications have been conducted to over 200 people, to equip them with the necessary
knowledge and skills to implement response and recovery activities now and in the future.

9. LOOKING AHEAD IN 2018

We appreciate the trust the Government of Myanmar placed in the Red Cross Movement to
respond to the crisis in Rakhine State in 2017. We believe that as a Movement, the MRCS'’s
local knowledge, capability, volunteers and staff, the ICRC’s global operational expertise and
violence-sensitive programming, and the training and capacity-building skills of the IFRC, is a
powerful combination which was able to deliver in 2017 and can be effective in addressing
existing and changing humanitarian needs in 2018 and beyond.

As the situation in Rakhine stabilizes, it will remain a sensitive area with significant potential
for further violence. Thus, although the Red Cross Movement intends to shift its approach in
2018 towards recovery and long-term development efforts, a solid emergency response
capacity and violence-sensitive programming will still be needed in case violence re-erupts.

In line with the recommendations of the Rakhine Advisory Commission, the aim of the Red
Cross Movement is to contribute to the development of Rakhine State, and help build a more

peaceful co-existence among communities following the recent violence, so people can lead
healthier, productive and safer lives.

Page 4 of 23 RCM Rakhine Operational Response Report, January 2018
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ANNEX 1: RED CROSS MOVEMENT AREAS OF ASSESSMENT AND DISTRIBUTION

Red Cross Movement Areas of Assessment and Distribution
in Rakhine State
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ANNEX 2: IMPLEMENTATION DETAILS ACCORDING TO THE SUBMITTED POA

Emergency Relief

Outcome: Those in need are provided with emergency assistance, household needs or in kind and cash support
This population will be followed up in 2018 as they continue to move or settle

Output 1. Target Populations are provided with food, essential household items / non-food items and / or cash

Implementation
e on time? 2017 Sept-Dec
i % achievement R
Yes (x) | No (x)

1.1 Food rations will be distributed to 20,000 Reached 31,961 HHs,
families on a monthly basis, focusing on X 160% but not necessarily
those with limited access to market monthly.

12 EHI/NFI and hygiene kits will be
distributed to 20,000 families, including a
both long-time residents and displaced = s REGCER TS
people in affected areas

1.3 Displaced people will also receive daily Number refers to
food rations or ready-to-eat rations. This 129,875 people displaced people in

: . ; i X
will require daily presence and activities Ahlethankyaw &
in target areas. PaNaungpingy.

14 Seeds distribution support will be

- . ; - Target was no set, as
provided for those remaining in their z - .
o 2 limited information
communities and support for individuals X 1,999 HHs ) g
: onrs existed during the
to harvest at least a portion of their rice Ny e
paddies is being considered. P ap )

Output 2. Target populations (6,000 families) are provided with Unconditional Cash Grants (UCG)

Implementation
Activities on time? ;OJZh?::::::t Remarks
Yes (x) | No (x)
2.1 UCG will be distributed to 6,000 families
(30000 Pop -5 /1 HH) that have freedom X 59% NEESIEES B
people
of movement and access to markets.
Health

Outcome: The immediate and medium-term risks to the health of the affected population are reduced and there
is access to existing health services.

Output 1. An agile and responsive primary health approach is backed by epidemiological surveillance, setting of
priorities and the targeted mobilization of resources.

Implementation Remarks
Activities on time? 2017 _Sept-Dec
Yes (x) | No (x) % achievement
1.1 Movement multi-disciplinary X All VT in Maungdaw
assessments include / integrate health. District visited
1.2 Health surveillance support to Ministry of No MoHS or RCM
Health and Sports (MoHS) mobile clinic X mobile clinic
assistance to all communities authorised up to Dec
1.3 Compile data and report/share with
Township Medical Officer (TMO)/District Regular discussions
Medical Officer (DMO) and Rakhine X took place
State Health Director to advocate for ’
response in priority areas
1.4 Advocacy regarding referrals and access Regular discussions
to adequate secondary health care X t
Bk ook place.
facilities.
Union Minister of
1.5 Direct advocacy with MoHS to open X 80% MoHS supported an
= 3 5 0 = = -
space for humanitarian action. official permission
letter to RCM, Jan 18.
Arrival of returnees
) ; from SIT district was
e e ™ |
’ : were identified by
Government.
1.7 Support the MoHS to establish Rapid : -
Regsonse Teams (RRT), as a tempor:ry X 10% RCM Invqlved_ o
; . 4 - MoHS mobile clinics.
solution to immediately gaps in health
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services. The RRTs will form the MoHS
mobile health teams.

Output 2. Gaps in the medical infrastructures and items for the

affected population are filled or mitigated.

Implementation
... on time? 2017 Sept-Dec
Activities % achiev‘;ment S——
Yes (x) | No (x)

2.1 Identify and highlight MoHS human g ) )
resource (HR) needs in Rural Health 3.;3%55.?35 persu‘ggg
Centre and Station Hospitals, Township

: $ X 30% MoHS staff to go back
hospitals and make recommendations to to their duty stations
the Township medical officers and State e
Health Department. and resume activities

Discussions with

22 Identify health structures affected / Uil i on

requiring structural support £ P Siniines o
secondary level
referral system

2.3 Identify needs regarding medical Drugs and medical
material, drugs, and furmiture to enable X 50% material provided to
MoHS to run activities in their structures. MoHS

Supported the
transportation of

2.4 Continue supporting the transportation of :\:oginzlg:\:lve Clinics
MoHS Mobile Clinics in Maungdaw and Planned to sehd oncof
Buthidaung to immediately address gaps the 3 Mobile Clinic
in health services in rural areas; MRCS X 30% teams operating in
mobile clinics continue to provide Sittwe to Maungdaw
services in Sittwe and possibly expand to One MRCS mobilé
other areas in the north as required. g i

clinic provided
services to TDPs in
Sittwe.

2.5 Facilitate donation (transport/delive . )

/distribution) of "non-medicale(i)tems sug\l ST LA
; X 40 % ORS, and Clean

as plumpynut (supplementary feeding), delivery kit

provided by INGOs.

2.6 Continue supporting the ICRC supported : -

Emergency Patient Transport System X é?)%rqunents KB
S in  Maungdaw
(EPTS) transportation in both Maungdaw d Buthidaun
and Buthidaung. an 9
Supported two First
Aid trainings for
Community Health
Workers organized by

2.7 Consider supporting the provision of first the State Health
aid training for Community Health X 100% Department, including
Workers in Buthidaung and Maungdaw, meal, travel cost, First
organized by the MoHS. Aid Kit, First Aid

Manual, Triangular
Bandages for
participants and
Facilitators.

Output 3: Community health capacity reinforced, to response both regular health issues as well as health
emergencies and traumatic injuries.

Implementation
on time? 2017 Sept-Dec
Activities Yes (x) [ No (x) % achievement Remarks
3.1 Community health capacity reinforced, to RCM provided health
respond to both regular health issues as education on usage of
well as health emergencies and Clean Delivery Kits
traumatic injuries X and First Aid Kits to
Community Health
Workers and
Traditional Birth
Attendants
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3.2

Support training for Community Health
Workers, Traditional Birth Attendants,
Auxiliary Midwives, Health Assistants
and others (after coordination with
Township medical officer and State
health director.

60%

40 CHW identified and

trained in Buthidaung
and Rathedaung

33

Provide First Aid training to community
and when feasible, with Border Guard
Police.

RCM provided health
education on usage of
First Aid Kits to BGP.
Discussions held with
BGP for formal First

Aid Training in quarter

1 of 2018.

Water, Sanitation, hygiene and shelter
Targeted population : 10,000 families

Outcome: The immediate and medium-term risks to public health, linked with poor access to drinking water and
sanitation are mitigated. Adapted shelter improvements are proposed to displace or resident affected populations.

Output 1. Risk of waterborne, water related and vector-borne diseases in affected communities are reduced.
Minimum standards of shelter are available.

Implementation on

Activities — 3“017h§ept-Dect Remarks
Yes (x) No (x) achievemen
1.1 10,000 families supported based on need 500,000 liters of
with drinking water, emergency latrines drinking water have
and bathrooms, shelter materials, and been distributed; 197
tools to repair shelters. water filters have
been distributed; 217
X 30% sanitation
infrastructure
construction have
been installed; 180
shelter materials
(Tarpaulin) have
been distributed
1.2 Movement multi-disciplinary integrated B R
assessments include WASH and are ]

X included WASH
supported / cor_nplemented by the ICRC component
Water and Habitat (Wathab) department. )

13 Based on the findings, mobilise
Movement teams according to access X
and priorities

1.4 Follow up during the arrival of returnees, Arrival of returnees
identify needs, gaps and priority from SIT district was
communities based on a detailed X 20% followed up; new
assessment. sites were identified

by Government.

Output 2. Educational facilities in affected communities (3-5) are func

the capacity of the local community

tioning through support which stimulates

Implementation
L on time? 2017 Sept-Dec
Activities S mchisvorneat Remarks
Yes (x) No (x)
2.1 In close cooperation with MRCS, repair
or rebuild 3-5 school in affected areas T b6 considarsd in
where population is still on site through X 0%
5 - next phase.
community based project or cash for
work.
2.2 Red Cross to support donations of School Uniforms
school equipment, uniforms and X 0% may be distributed
materials. during next phase

Output 3: Damaged or inadequate health faci

lities in affected communities are repaired and upgraded

appropriately
Implementation 2017 Sept-Dec Remarks
o on time? % achievement
Activities
Yes (x) No (x)
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3.1 Health infrastructures may be repaired
or upgraded in support of the Health
Department strategy of access to health.

0%

To be considered in
the next phase

Restoring Family Link (RFL)

Outcome: Contacts are re-established and maintained between family members separated by the violence.

Output 1. Clarify the fate of the persons reported Missing.

Implementation 2017
Activities on time? Sept -Dec Remarks
Yes (x) | No (x) | % achievement
1:4 Red Cro;s Movement Multl-dlSCllepary assessments X 0% No RFL Cases
include / integrate RFL and protection aspects.
1.2 Cases of unaccompanied minors and vulnerable
adults with RFL needs will be registered and X 0% No RFL Cases
followed up.
1.3 Targeted RFL support for affected populations with
specific needs eniable thgm to have initial anq then X 0% No REL Cases
regular contact with family in Bangladesh or in
Myanmar.
1.4 Tracing cases collected in Bangladesh will be X 0% No RFL Cases
followed up in Myanmar when relevant.
Output 2. Facilitate exchanges of family news.
Implementation 2017
ime? =
Activities on time? Sope SDac Remarks
Yes No (x) %o
(x) achievement
2.1 Provide people separated by the violence with
appropriate support to re-establish and maintain
contact with loved ones (means of communication, X 0% No RFL Cases
Red Cross messages, and energy sources, top up
cards).
Rapid and efficient scale up of operations
Qutcome: (no outcome in Plan)
Output 1. Distributions are supported by adequate distribution sites, logistics and fleet capacity.
Implementation 2017
e on time?
Activities 7 Sept -Dec Remarks
oy No (x) % achievement
(x)

1.1 A full logistic set up is established in several a wiikhall
locations (rub-hall, parking), roads (tracks) are purchased
upgraded, including cash for work with workers with the
from neighbouring villages. purpose of

relocating

X 30% stocks during
the
reconstruction
of MRCS
warehouse in
Sittwe

1.2 Maungdaw jetty upgraded. X Completed

1.3 Road (track) upgraded to serve distribution Access to Pa
points X Nyaung pyin

Gyi beach was
upgraded

1.4 Cars: Maungdaw/Buthidaung is equipped with
6 land cruisers (2 already allocated and 4 X Completed
already deployed from other ICRC structures)

1.5 MRCS will send additional vehicles as available X 30% 2 Vehicles

were sent

1.6 Boats: one additional speedboat will be Will be
purchased for Rakhine (TBD where to be X 0% purchased in
based). next phase

1.7 Trucks: a fleet of 20 rented trucks with drivers
is deployed X 100%
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1.8 Two additional warehouses in Maungdaw Town
and Buthidaung expand the capacity of stock- X 100%
age currently centralized in Sittwe.
1.9 Two smaller warehouses are set-up in Mrauk-U
and Magway.
New
warehouse in
X 50% Magway. No
need in
Mrauk-U.

National Society Capacity Strengthening
Targeted branches : 5

Outcome: The emergency preparedness capacity building is a collaborative effort by MRCS leadership and the
Federation team (including the ICRC in conflict situations.

Output 1. A well-functioning logistics system for warehousing at Headquarters / strategic locations is in place.

Implementation 2017
on time? Sept -Dec
. % Remarks
o achievement
Yes
(x) No (x)
1.1 Renovation/renting of MRCS warehouse i As planned (space in
] - X 100%
for incoming DP stocks. Yangon)
1.2 Procurement of warehouse equipment. X 100% As planned
1.3 Printing of warehouse documents X 100% As planned
1.4 Procurement of Rubb hall Delay as delivery took
2 extra weeks. Wiik
X 100% hall was installed in
early January 2018,
completed now.
Output 2. MRCS branch office facilities are improved with renovation of premises and facilities.
Implementation 2017
Activities on time? S Remarks
Yes o
(x) Haln achievement
2.1 Renovation of Rakhine State branch is .
partially completed to allow volunteers to Aletlonal
e renovations of MRCS
use the premises; MRCS Yangon office X 110% -
" . g Rakhine state branch
meeting room and OM Unit office is
- were undertaken.
partially complete.
2.2 A plan for the MRCS township branch Was designed at the
reconstruction is put in place. same time as the
X 100% renovations.
Reconstruction is
planned for 2018
2.3 Procurement and office space for Office equipment was
volunteers of Rakhine Specific Project procured and
(RSP) is improved and a strategy for warehouse rehab for
longer term programming put in place X 100% Rakhine put in place.
(Sittwe and Maungdaw) Construction of new
warehouse plus office
on RSP premisesare
planned for 2018.
24 Procure fumniture and operational As planned. 10
equipment for 5 branch offices in X 100% branches in Rakhine
northern area of Rakhine. will benefit from some
of the items.

Output 3: MRCS branch governance, staff and volunteers have deta
and programme management and decision making through appropriate trainings.

iled knowledge and skills in institutional

Implementation 2017
Fop e on time? Sept -Dec
Activities Ton No (x) % Remarks
(x) achievement
3.1 Conduct trainings (Leadership training X 140% 5 trainings were

for key branches, Induction for staff and
volunteers, RC principles, Warehousing

planned and 7 were
held (one additional
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& General Logistics, Fleet Management, logistics and one
Field Monitoring and Reporting). leadership training for
governance in NPD)
3.2 Participation of MRCS staff in emergency X 100% As planned. The
needs assessment training in Philippines RDRT participant was
and Regional Disaster Response Team funded through
(RDRT) training participation. regular RDRT budget
however.
Output 4: MRCS surge support capacities for emergency preparedness at Headquarters and Rakhine state
levels are enhanced.
Implementation 2017
on time? Sept -Dec
%
Activities Schisvesmont Remarks
Yes No
(x) (x)
X 100% As planned; over 20
4.1 MRCS HR Support (Staff Recruitment) new MRCS staff were
recruited
4.2 IFRC HR Recruitment (Yangon and = e P plannac, G PRl
Sittwe) was scaled up with
surge personnel
X 100% As planned; surge
4 3 M&E and Coordination _MRCS and staff was recruited to
IFRC support coordination
in Sittwe and M&E
4 4 Finance and Operational Support X 100% As planned
4 5 Emergency communications technical X 100% As planned
support
4 6 Logistics Support X 100% As planned
4 7 National Society Development support X 100% As planned
Preparedness

Outcome: The MRCS is better prepared to respond to the immediate needs of people affected by disasters in
Rakhine State

Output 1. Emergency response readiness capacity is in place and supports the immediate response of MRCS.

Implementation on 2017
time? Sept -Dec
Activities You % Remarks
No (x) achieveme
(x) nt
1.1 Procurement and installaton of |IT i pL?:ggggg:, was
- ; ) 3 o "
equipment in Sittwe, Bauthidaug and X 60% Installation completed
Maungdaw. ;
in Maungdaw
As planned, 3 land
1.2 Procurement of motorcycles X 100% cruisers were also
purchased.
All vehicles were
1.3 Maintenance of motorcycles and land serviced and went
; X 100%
cruisers through regular
maintenance
1.4 Sub EOC Capacity e_nhancement in Sittwe X 100% As planned
(procurement of equipment).
1.5 Procurement and prepositioning of disaster All procurement done
preparedness stocks (see listtMRCS and X 100% and stocks were
IFRC). prepositioned.

Output 2. Capacity of MRCS’ protection, safety,

search, rescue and communications is enhanced.

Activities

Was implementation

on time?

2017

Sept -Dec

Remarks
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%

Yes :
x) No (x) acm:\t/eme

1.1 Protection and visibility equipment: (flags,
vests, budges, polo shirts, megaphones x* 100% As planned

and backpacks

1.2 Search and rescue equipment (at sea and X 100% As planned
fire)
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ANNEX 3: ASSISTANCE OPERATIONS IN RAKHINE

Essential Household s Water
Food parcels Sanitation = Gyor
Items distribution
Township HH Pop HH Pop HH Pop HH Pop
Buthidaung 6'279 32'562 14'469 81'530 417 2'094 0 0
Kyauktaw 378 1'430 306 1'142 275 1'069 0 0
Maungdaw 6'259 34'241 12'952 74'064 404 1'982 770 3'810
Minbya 133 658 133 658 0 0 0 0
MraukU 176 670 207 722 P74 289 0 0
Ponnagyun 130 466 67 227 0 0 0 0
Rathedaung 2'147 11'867 2’211 11'867 0 0 0 0
Sittwe 1'765 7'548 1'346 5'458 0 0 0 0
Thandwe 8 28 0 0 0 0 0 0
Toungup 35 164 0 0 0 0 0 0
Total 17'310 89'634 31'691 175'668 1173 5'434 770 3'810
Essential e Water
HoussholdRamx || "OCP pacais || Senkation distribution
Township vT Village HH Pop HH Pop HH Pop HH Pop
Ah Htet Kywe
Cho Maw
Buthidaung (a)Nyaung Kar Di 1 60 320
Chaung Kywe
Gyo Maw
Ah Htet Kywe
Cho Maw
Buthidaung (a)Nyaung Kar Di 2 80 408
Chaung Kywe
Gyo Maw
Buthidaung Ah Lel Chaung Let Thar 408 2'040 408 2'040
Buthidaung | AP T‘;’L’;;*"ge‘ Thein Taung 990 | 7'090
Buthidaung Ba Gone Nar Ah Lel 660 4'363
Buthidaung | Buthidaung town | APiinYaung [ gq 210 69 210 | 28 | 140
Monastery
Buthidaung | Buthidaung town | Alo TawPyae | 5o 319 58 319
Monastery
Dama
Buthidaung | Buthidaung town Mandyne 26 146 26 146
Monastery
Buthidaung | Buthidaung town jetty 28 140
Buthidaung | Buthidaung town I\:Ih i 55 314 28 140
lonastery
Mya Sein
Buthidaung | Buthidaung town Yaung 28 140
Monastery
Buthidaung | Buthidaung town 00 28 140
Monastery
Buthidaung | Buthidaung town | St™e Kyin 28 140
Monastery
Thri Mandil
Buthidaung | Buthidaung town Monastery - 18 99
KTY
Thu Dhamma
Buthidaung | Buthidaung town Yone 100 317 100 317 28 140
Monastery
Buthidaung | Buthidaung town USDP office 20 90 20 90
E ’ Wai Nay Ya
Buthidaung | Buthidaung town Thu Kha 28 140
Buthidaung Chin Tha Mar Chin Tha Mar 105 536
Buthidaung Chin Tha Mar Maung Nu 183 915 183 915
Buthidaung | DarPaingSa | DarPaingSa | 439 [ 2495 | 439 | 2195
Yar Yar
Buthidaung | DuOeTheiMa | DY ch’:aT“e' 371 | 2980
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Buthidaung Du Pyin Shey Kyein Taung 64 274
Buthidaung Gu Dar Pyin Gu Dar Pyin 89 445
. . Hnet Pyaw
Buthidaung Gu Dar Pyin Chaung 19 90
Buthidaung |  Gu Dar Pyin KV_?“.k Sar 70 348
aing
. . Tha Yet ,
Buthidaung Gu Dar Pyin Taung 176 1'287
Buthidaung | Inn Chaung | B2 D3 Narku 15 30
. Inn Chaung
Buthidaung Inn Chaung Daing Net 69 345
) Inn Chaung
Buthidaung Inn Chaung Zay 5 9
Buthidaung Inn Chaung Zlfy Teit 12 68
aung
Buthidaung | Jun Taing (a) Ah Nauk 184 920 184 920
Zee Pin Taung
. Kun Taing (a) Kun Taing , ,
Buthidaung Zee Pin Taung Ywar Gyi 314 1'570 314 1'570
. Kun Taing (a) Nan Yar
Buthidaung Zee Pin Taung Kone 170 850 170 850
Buthidaung Kyun Pauk Kyun Pauk 947 4'735
Buthidaung Maung Gyi Maung Gyi 112 828
Taung Taung
. Maung Gyi Sin Oe Pyin
Buthidaung Taung (Middle) 168 510
Maung Hna Ma .
Buthidaung | (a)PaOe Thei | Maund At 39 173
Ma a
Buthidaung | MeeChaung | Mee Chaung 203 | 1278
Zay Zay
Mee Kyaung
Buthidaung | Mee Kyaung Khaung 136 680 154 772
Khaung Swea s
wea
) Myauk Ye (a) .
Buthidaung Pan Be Chaung Kwin Chaung 20 118
Pan Be
Buthidaung | otk Ye (2) Chaung 240 | 1054
9 Rakhine
Nan Yar
Buthidaung Nan Yar Kone Kone Ywar 318 2'518
Thit
) . Nga Hlan
Buthidaung Nga Hlan Pyin Pyin 88 420
Nga Yant
Buthidaung Chaung (a) Kyee finoke 100 500
Taung Bazar
Nga Yant
Buthidaung Chaung (a) Nga Yant 23 112
T Chaung
aung Bazar
Nga Yant
Buthidaung Chaung (a) Pagk lTaw 9 89
Taung Bazar yin
9
Nga Yant )
Buthidaung Chaung (a) | "\ 28y~ 33 233
Taung Bazar
Nga Yant )
Buthidaung Chaung (a) | " ZaY" 23 112
Taung Bazar
Nga Yant Yin Ma Zay -
Buthidaung Chaung (a) Rakhine 76 470
Taung Bazar Buddhist
Buthidaung Pauk Taw Pauk Taw 101 505
Buthidaung Pauk Taw Shwe Tar 95 480
Buthidaung Pyaing Taung Taung Maw 209 975
Buthidaung Pyin Chaung Pyin Chaung 96 480 96 480
Buthidaung | Sein Hnyin Pyar | SSin Hnyin 300 1'800 1311 | 6555 | 175 | 875
Pyar Zay
Buthidaung | 112 YS! KinMa | Tha Ye! Kin 284 | 1901
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= Thein Taung
Buthidaung The';‘, Taung Pyin (Daing 54 315
yin
Net)
. Thein Taung Thein Taung .
Buthidaung Pyin Pyin (Muslim) 347 2'696
Buthidaung U Hia Hpay U Hla Hpay 798 5'320
Buthidaung Wa Ya Kyun Doe Tan 467 2'335 467 2'335
Buthidaung Zee Hton Ta“ﬁ‘ _— 144 500
Tha Peik
Buthidaung Tha Peik Taung Taung 564 2'820 564 2'820
(Rakhine)
Buthidaung | TatMin Chaung (‘:‘;‘“ Min 398 [ 1990 | 398 | 1'990
aung
Buthidaung Myaung Nar Myaung Nar 358 2'931 358 2'931
: Kyauk Hpyu v '
Buthidaung Thar Thay Kan Thay Kan 350 1750 350 1750
i B Hpon Nyo
Buthidaung Hpon Nyo Leik Leik (ward3) 181 905 181 905
] Nwar Yon
Buthidaung San Goe Taung Taung 198 990 198 990
: San Goe
Buthidaung San Goe Taung Taung 101 505 101 505
Buthidaung San Goe Taung | Sin Thay Pyin 256 1'280 256 1'280
Hpoe Khaung
Buthidaung | Chaung (a) Kan Hp‘(’:‘;ﬁ‘:;"g 508 | 2640 | 528 | 2640
Pyin
Buthidaung | Nga Kyin Tauk NgaK':VL';a”" 320 1'570 320 1'570
Puthideumg 6279 | 32562 | 14'469 | 81'530 | 417 | 2094 0 0
Total
Essential Water
Household ltems | Focdparcels |  Sanitation distribution
Township vT Village HH Pop HH Pop HH Pop HH Pop
Kyauktaw ’l‘(’;bﬁ' Ah Lel Kyun 44 156 44 156 | 44 | 156
Kyauktaw Ah Lel Shwe Py - 14 45 14 45 13| 45
Kyun Monastery
Kyauktaw | DokeKan | Doke Kan Chaung- | 49 95 19 95 | 43 | 153
Chaung Monastery
Kyauktaw | Kan Sauk Kan Sauk - 20 39 20 39 20 | 39
Monastery
Kyauktaw Kar Di Kar Di - Monastery 53 202 53 202 53 202
Kyauktaw | Kyauktaw | Maha Kan GyiShin | ;¢ 406 106 406 | 40 | 200
Town temple
Kyauktaw | KYaUuKaw | poiy Thei Quarter 40 | 200
Town
Kyauktaw Ky?:vttnaw Sarsana Beikman | 50 199 50 199 | 2 | 74
Kyauktaw M.'rn o Min Thar Taung 3 12
aung
Kyauktaw —win Ohn Pa Tee 19 79
Tee
Sa Par .
Kyauktaw Seik Sa Par Seik 1 45
Ywar Ma Ywar Ma Pyin -
Ky Pyin Monastery North 1 -
Ywar Ma Ywar Ma Pyin -
Kyauktaw Pyin Monastery South 28 103
il einn 378 1430 306 1142 | 275 | 1'069 0 0
Total
Essential Water
Household ltems | Foodparcels |  Sanitation distribution
Township vT Village HH Pop HH Pop HH Pop HH Pop
Maungdaw (Du) (.;r':‘e L Kin Chaung 84 404
Maungdaw | (PY)NyaungPin | (Du)Nyaung | 50 300 116 685
Gyi Pin Gyi
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Maungdaw | AN Lel Than Maw Tular | 11 55 11 55
yaw
Aung Zay Ya
Maungdaw | AUn9ZayYa | (\veinChan | 32 160 33 166
(Nyein Chan Yay) Yay)
Maungdaw Chan Pyin Chan Pyin 22 100
Maungdaw Chan Pyin Sa ?/?rx Pin 60 309
Maungdaw | Du Oe Thei Ma _'\igr‘]’q"ﬁeTsaV‘\jgf’d 74 376 74 376
Gaw Du Thar
Maungdaw | GaWDuTharRa | p \qoin Pan 47 237
(Ywar Thit Kay) Mvai
yaing)
Hpar Wut
Maungdaw | HParWutChaung | "m0 o 104 520 104 520 12 60
(Ywar Thit) (Ywar Thit)
Maungdaw In Tu Lar Baw Tu Lar 110 531 110 531
Maungdaw Inn Din (',UI? d'gl'g) 75 337
Inn Din
Maungdaw Inn Din (Middle) - 3 15
Monastery
) Pae Youne
Maungdaw Inn Din (NaTaLa) 188 940 188 940
Ka Nyin Tan (a)
Maungdaw Alel Than Kyaw Ka Nyin Tan 26 250
Ka Nyin Tan
Ka Nyin Tan (a)
Maungdaw Myo Ma Ka Nyin Maung Ni 500 2'500
Tan
Ka Nyin Tan (a)
Maungdaw Myo Ma Ka Nyin (blank) 100 500 10 48
Tan
Maungdaw Ka Nyin Taw Ka Nyin Taw 500 3'534
Maungdaw Kat Pa Kaung Kat Pa Kaung 24 80 24 120
Maungdaw | Kha Maung Seik | ai:gys’;?f 165 550
Min Kha
Maungdaw Kha Maung Seik Maung 102 510 102 510
(NaTalLa)
Kyauk
Maungdaw Kyauk Chaung Chaung Ywar 30 100
Thit
Maungdaw | Kyauk Hiay Kar | Yauk Flay 268 | 1828
Maungdaw | Kyauk Hiay Kar The;yg"siung 337 | 2039 337 | 2039
Maungdaw Kyauk Pan Du KyatlxjkuPan 77 319
Kyauk Pan
Maungdaw Kyauk Pan Du Du (NaTala) 78 390 78 390
Maungdaw | Kyee Kan Pyin Yg‘r”(”,\?aTTgT_;) 103 515 113 515
Maungdaw | Kyee Kan Pyin Aler]% ZSa;ye;/a 63 315 66 315
Maungdaw | Kyee Kan Pyin P;xe(iﬂﬁfﬂe) 25 200 25 200 | 0 0 10 48
. Kyee Kan
Maungdaw Kyee Kan Pyin Pyin (South) 31 229 40 229
. Kyein
Maungdaw Kyein Chaung Chaung 11 55 11 55
Kyet Yoe
Maungdaw Kyet Yoe Pyin Pyin (Ywa 185 759 300 893
Ma)
Maungdaw Laung Don Gyit Chaung 79 525 79 525 0 0
Maungdaw Leik Ya ('-,\fl’l"g dT; 22 113 50 150
Aung
Maungdaw Maung Hna Ma Mingalar 103 580
(NaTalLa)
3 Ward
Maungdaw Maungdaw town primary 143 928
school
Maungdaw Maungdaw town AI&;:;;;{;G 25 125
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Maungdaw Maungdaw town Ay Thar Liah 111 800
Maungdaw Maungdaw town B.E.H.S No1 160 1'605
Maungdaw | Maungdawtown | 19N Seh00l |45y 945 149 | 840 | 208 | 1040
Maungdaw
Maungdaw Maungdaw town town (East) - 150 1214
Ywa Thit Kay
Maungdaw
town (Middle) ,
Maungdaw | Maungdaw town —~Ywa Thit 180 1'633
Kay
Maungdaw
Maungdaw Maungdaw town town (West) - 150 1'334
Ywa Thit Kay
Maungdaw | Maungdaw town Middle school 65 348 24 120
BRC4
Maungdaw Maungdaw town Myin Gyi 67 335 73 365
Monastery
Maungdaw | Maungdaw town Myoma 93 500 56 | 280 88 440
monastery
Myoma North
Maungdaw Maungdaw town ward 3 - 61 305 61 305
Muslim
Myoma North
Maungdaw Maungdaw town ward 3 - 119 595 119 595
Rakhine
Na Ta La not
Maungdaw Maungdaw town in the MIMU 29 145
Primary
Maungdaw Maungdaw town school nb2 - 60 300 10 50 48 240
BEPS2
Primary
Maungdaw Maungdaw town school nb4 - 24 120
BEPS4
Thar Thar Na
Maungdaw Maungdaw town Beik Man 174 424 0 0 40 200
Yan Aung
Maungdaw Maungdaw town Pyin 75 375 75 375
monastery
Maungdaw Mee Taik Mee Taik 132 770 132 770
Min Gyi (Tu Lar Min Gyi (Tu
Maungdaw Tu Li) Lar Tu Li) 73 352 78 387
Min Gyi (Tu Lar )
Maungdaw Tu Li) Tarine 97 450
Maungdaw Myaw Taung Myaw Taung 75 500 75 500
Maungdaw Myo Thit Myo Thit 24 40 24 65
3 miles -
Maungdaw Myo Thu Gyi Cashewnut 54 179
garden
. 3 miles -
Maungdaw Myo Thu Gyi Monastery 38 191 25 125 44 178
) 4 Miles -
Maungdaw Myo Thu Gyi checkpoint 31 157
Maungdaw |  Myo Thu Gyi 4 miles - 44 178 208 | 1040
monastery
Maungdaw |  Myo Thu Gyi 4 miles - 139 576 63 | 315 56 280
school
) Myo Thu Gyi
Maungdaw Myo Thu Gyi (Yar Zar Bi) 139 695
Auk (Let '
Maungdaw Myo U Thar) 250 1'317
Maungdaw Myo U Bar Su Ba 128 864
Maungdaw Myo U Ha"{;i Tu 110 797
Let Thar
Maungdaw Myo U (Lower) 120 600
Sar Kon Boke
Maungdaw Myo U (Gunner 180 900
Para)
Sar Kon Boke
Maungdaw Myo U (Hindu Para) 12 30
Maungdaw Myo U Zin Tu Lar 150 1'120
Maungdaw Myo U Zula 184 1'205
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Maungdaw | Nan Yar Kaing N;Qi:;r 108 677 108 677
Nga Khu Ya -
Maungdaw Nga Khu Ya Hindu 130 833
Nga Khu Ya - '
Maungdaw Nga Khu Ya Rakhine 269 1'449 59 115
Nyar Khu Ya
Maungdaw Nga Khu Ya (Muslim) 154 800
Maungdaw Ngan Chaung Gone Nar 135 570 135 570
Maungdaw Ngan Chaung Ngan Chaung 150 750
Yae Myet
Maungdaw | Nwar Yon Taung Taung 35 55 35 55
Nyaung
Maungdaw Nyaung Chaung Chaung 120 600 144 600 5 24
Shwe Yin Aye
Maungdaw Nyaung Chaung (NaTaLa) 89 445 89 445
Maungdaw Pa Din Ka Nyin Tan 36 180
Maungdaw Pa Din Pa Din 10 48
. Pan Taw Pyin f ,
Maungdaw Pan Taw Pyin Ywar Thit 323 1615 370 1'850 5 24
Maungdaw Paung Zar Pyin Hpyu 563 3'595
Pyu Ma Ka Nyin Auk Pyue Ma
Maungdaw Tan (Rakhine) 29 125
Maungdaw ShweKZar Kat Pa Aung Ba La 112 560
aung
Shwe Zar Kat Pa
Maungdaw Kaung Gaung Nyar 75 467
Maungdaw Shwe Zar Kat Pa Gone Nar 345 1'780
Kaung
Shwe Zar Kat Pa Ka Nyin
Maungdaw Kaung Chaung 3 15
Maungdaw | Shwe ZarKatPa | .o 199 | 1393
Kaung
Maungdaw ShweKZar Kat Pa Kan Paing 80 486
aung Nar
Shwe Zar Kat Pa Shwe Zar
Maungdaw Kaung (Middle) 132 680
Shwe Zar Kat Pa Shwe Zar
Maungdaw Kaung (North) 134 675
Shwe Zar Kat Pa Shwe Zar
Maungdaw Kaung (West) 128 640 10 48
Maungdaw Shwe Zar Kat Pa | Shwe Zar Kat 241 1811
Kaung Pa Kaung
Maungdaw | SMWeZarKatPa | 7. b pyin 223 | 1340
aung
Maungdaw | TaMan Thar M'Tﬁi lar 67 153 67 153
Maungdaw | TaManThar | '@ManThar | g0 88 58 88 12 30
(Muslim)
Taungi(l;}/o Let Taung Pyo
Maungdaw Let Yar - 27 135 28 140
(Taungpyoletwea Monaste
Sub-township) ry
Min Ga Lar
Maungdaw Tha Yet Oke Ahr Sheik 382 3'698 382 3'698
Kyar
Maungdaw Tha Yet Oke Tha Yet Oke 13 35 13 35
Thea Chaung
Maungdaw Thea Chaung Maw La Bi 6 30
Thin Baw Hla
Maungdaw Thea Chaung (Muslim) 145 725
Maungdaw Thea Chaung (blank) 19 95
. Har Bi . \
Maungdaw Thi Ho Kyun (Middle) 315 2'498 389 2'498
Maungdaw Thu U Lar ThuUlLar- | 454 850 100 850
Muslim
Thu U Lar -
Maungdaw Thu U Lar Rakhine 18 50 18 50
U Daung
Maungdaw U Daung (Kone Tan) 80 363 87 363
Maungdaw U Shey Kya U Shey Kya 451 1'827
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Yae Myet
Maungdaw | Yae Myet Taung Taung - 228
(NaTalLa)
Maungdaw Yae Twin Pyin Taung Ywar 45 230
Yae Twin
Maungdaw Yae Twin Pyin Pyin (Ale 45 225 45 225
Ywa)
Ywet Nyo
Maungdaw Ywet Nyo Taung Taung 39 85 39 85
(Middle)
Kine Gyi
Maungdaw Zaw Ma Tet (NaTala) 119 595 121 595
Thar Zay
Maungdaw Zin Paing Nyar Kone (Thar Zi 310 1'854 310 1'854
Kone)
Maungdaw | Zin Paing Nyar Z";‘E:;"g 217 1'085
. Ran Aung
Maungdaw D°’§e';(ag‘ fﬁ)""g Pyin 108 530 108 530
’ (NaTala)
Pwint Hpyu Pwint Hpyu
Maungdaw Chaung Chaung 35 175 35 175
Maungdaw | AhHtetPyuMa | AP Hh‘,“z: Pyu | 47 85 17 85
o 6259 | 34241 | 12952 | 7498 | 404 | 1982 | 770 | 3810
Total 4
Essential SO = z
Houcahod lams Food parcels Sanitation Water distribution
Township vT Village HH Pop HH Pop HH Pop HH Pop
; Kyae Ma
Minbya chay 7 35 7 35
Minbya Zay Chaung 5 25 5 25
Minbya g Ward 8 93 465 93 465
own
i Nyaung Pin
Minbya Na Ga Yar Waing 5 19 5 19
Minbya Pa Zin Maw Pa Zin Maw 4 4
Minbya Pale Pauk Pale Pauk 2 10 2 10
Minbya Than Shin X 20 100 20 100
Minbya
Total 133 658 133 658 0 0 0 0
Essential - e
Housaretdliams Food parcels Sanitation Water distribution
Township vT Village HH Pop HH Pop HH Pop HH Pop
MraukU Cittaung
MraukU town Monastery 26 122
MraukU WY | RmaEaRe | g 155 45 155 14 70
town Pagoda
MraukU MraukU Lay Myo Sa 28 87
town Monastery
MraukU Phaya Paw
MraukU town Phaya Thein 31 156 31 156
MraukU —. S 1 18 1 18
town Monastery
Tein Nyo
MraukU Tein Nyo (Ywar Thit) - 46 153 46 153 46 153
Monastery
Thar Lar War
pvaniy | Wy than | De-Fak 17 66 46 153 17 66
Li Taw Pyin
Monastery
RS 176 670 207 722 77 289 0 0
Total
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Essential
Household Food parcels Sanitation Water distribution
Items
Township vT Village HH Pop HH Pop HH Pop HH Pop
Ponnagyun Por;(r;:vgr;‘yun Ah Tet Myat Lae 13 45
Ponnagyun Ponnagyun Lawka Marazein 67 297 67 297
town pagoda
Shin Taw . :
Ponnagyun (Daing e e 50 194
Net)
Net)
Ponnagyun
Total 130 466 67 227 0 0 0 0
Essential
Household Food parcels Sanitation Water distribution
Items
Township vT Village HH Pop HH Pop HH Pop HH Pop
Rathedaung AhP;';”k Ah Nauk Pyin 631 | 2890 | 631 | 2890
Rathedaung | NY3ungPin | NyaungPinGyi | 545 | 4799 | 345 | 1799
Gyi (Muslim)
Oke Hpo . \
Rathedaung (Oe Hpauk) Kan Sit 240 1'278 240 1278
Rathedaung Ahlo taw Pyae
Rathedaung e Monastery 20 66 20 66
Rathedaung | Rathedaung [ Danyawaddy 10 29 10 29
town Monastery
Rathedaung Zayti Taung
Rathedaung AW Monastery 15 46 15 46
Rathedaung Zayti Yanna
Rathedaung AW Monastery 37 121 37 121
Rathedaung | SMKhone | SinKhoneTaing | 43, | o775 | 441 | 2775
Taing (Muslim)
Rathedaung Ye};gg"‘* AhrKarTaung | 419 | 2863 | 472 | 2863
SO . 2147 | 11867 | 2211 | 11867 | o 0 0 0
Total
Essential
Household Food parcels Sanitation Water distribution
Items
Township vT Village HH Pop HH Pop HH | Pop HH Pop
Sittwe | Sittwe town Pl | pa 106 | 384 106 384
Monastery
Sittwe | Sitwetown | /\hiotaw Pyae 84 | 217 84 217
Monastery
Sittwe Sittwe town | AurgDamaYek [ ., 57 23 57
Thar Monastery
sitwe | Sitwetown | AUNgMyaeKone |55 | 4ge 35 176
Monastery
Sitwe | Sitwetown | Duddha Maw 79 | 380 79 380
Monastery
Sittwe | Sitwetown | Damaryama | 4, | 5g 101 281
monastery
Sittwe Sittwe town Damma Parla 76 402 76 402
Danyawaddy
Sittwe Sittwe town Stadium - Hindu 206 1'030
TRP site
Sittwe | Sittwetown | DekhinaYama 43 | 215 43 215
Monastery
Sittwe Sittwe town Det Oo Monastery 30 139 30 139
Sittwe | Sittwetown | DhammaSama | 55 | 459 20 100
Thetkato
Sittwe | Sittwetown | Hindu Temple 18 | 590
Monastery
Sittwe Sittwe town o/ 32 167 32 167
Monastery
Sitwe | Sittwe town LEkprniny 32 155 32 155
Monastery
Sittwe | Sitwetown | -2Y3ung Win 25 | 120 24 120
Monastery
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. ] Let Thar Ywar -
Sittwe Sittwe town Hindu TRP site 40 200
Sittwe | Sittwetown | Mani Yadanar 96 | 348 96 348
Monastery
Sitwe | Sitwetown | MaAMAITRE | 4g | 510
- s Myo Ma Par Ri
Shwe | SHwelown | v Sartin Tak 48 240
Sittwe Sittwe town | Ngasante Chaung |, , 197 41 197
Monastery
Sittwe Sittwe town | Oaktara Monastery 21 105 21 105
Sittwe | Sitwetown | |aHtan(KawWi oo g 15 61
Da) Monastery
Sitwe | Sitwetown | TrdalaySuu 4 1 440 40 145
Monastery
Sitwe | Sittwetown | ©YigYiMandyne | a0 1 400 35 120
Monastery
Saikta Thukha
Sittwe Sittwe town | Monastery (Nyama 84 273 84 273
Setka)
Sittwe | Sittwe town ShyTg Ry 7 | 116 37 116
Monastery
Sittwe | Sittwe town Tha Vet Tater 60 | 250 60 250
Monastery
Sittwe Sittwe town | nokdiKarYone |, 116 34 116
Monastery
Sittwe Sittwe town | VI Thudarama 38 179 38 179
Monastery
Sittwe Sittwe town | Yadanar Bekman | 2o 185 58 185
Monastery
: : Zeyawaddy
Sittwe Sittwe town Monastery 54 270 54 270
T 1765 | 7'548 | 1'346 | 5458 | 0 0 0 0
Total
Essential L . .
T P Food parcels Sanitation Water distribution
Township vT Village HH Pop HH Pop HH Pop HH Pop
Thandwe KhaTMaung (blank) 28
one
Thandwe 28 0 0 0 0 0 0
Total
Essential
Household Food parcels Sanitation Water distribution
Items
Township vT Village HH Pop HH Pop HH Pop HH Pop
Chaung Thone
Toungup Kan Day Gwa 7 27
Toungup MaEi _Town MaEi _Town 5 23
Pa Dar (Ma Ei Pa Dar (Ma Ei
e Sub-township) Sub-township) " -
Toungup | Toungup_Town G Phyu Taung 1 7
Toungup | Toungup_Town | Hone Pout camp 12 55
Toungup | Toungup_Town Kyauk Dagar 4 23
Toungup
Total 35 164 0 0 0 0 0 0
Grand
Total 35 164 0 0 0 0 0 0
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ANNEX 4: TRAININGS FOR THE MRCS ORGANIZATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

No of Participants

Traini T hi Training Objecti
raining ownship raining Objectives Fernale | Male | Total
Orient branch leaders of
Loaiarahin wakiin Thandwe the RCRC movement,
- blr)anchesg (30 October - 01 | Principles, well-functioning 3 24 27
y November, 2017) branches and auxiliary
role of RCRC.
Sittwe Ensure understanding of
Warehousing & (10-12 November Warehousing Principles 9 4 13
General Logistics #1 2017) and logistics among staff
and volunteers.
Buthgdaung with Ensure understanding of
: participants from . g
Warehousing & Warehousing Principles
oy Maungdaw. mips 11 9 20
General Logistics #2 (14-16 November and logistics among staff
2017) ’ and volunteers.
Stve || e e o
Road Safety and (for all Rakhine P
systems and procedures 18 18
Fleet Management State) (11-16
November 2017) ameng stall and
volunteers.
Naypitaw Induction for new Central
g G021 Noymmizsy | COUDSIMEMBERS and e | 5, 62 | 86
orientation 2017) senior management staff
of Myanmar Red Cross
Equip participants with
ie onitoring an nowledge and Kills for
Field Monitori d Thandwe knowledge and kills f
= : (25-26 December - Y 7 T/ 14
eporting 2017) data collection, monitoring
and reporting.
Ensure understanding of
S sy Thandwe the RCRC movement,
- ecember, rinciples and Values
i alTtoaEs (27-29D b Principl d Val 16 8 24
2017) among staff and
volunteers.
Total 70 132 202
35% 65%
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ANNEX 5: MITIGATION OF OPERATIONAL CHALLENGES

Access to all affected areas and the acceptance of the Movement within Rakhine communities
were the main two key challenges during the initial stage of the operation.

Regarding access, despite distance, accessibility and road conditions, the growing number of
the Movement teams operating on the ground were gradually able to reach affected areas and
the people in need. The Movement used various means of transportation (trucks, cars, boats
and cargo ships, and a helicopter) and teams often walk great distances to meet affected
communities, assess emergency needs and deliver assistance.

Regarding Movement acceptance, the teams carried out networking activities to convey
messages concerning the impartial nature of the Movement’s humanitarian work, and develop
strategies to enhance community engagement. Means to rapidly mitigate media bias and
concerns about our work were also established, carried out in person, over the phone, and
often online. Movement teams worked tirelessly to ensure acceptance throughout the
communities and villages where we work.

Operating in coordination with the authorities, the Red Cross Movement activities were
regularly notified to the Union and Rakhine State authorities in Rakhine. Standard Operating
Procedures were shared with the government. A simplified logistics procedure, as agreed with
the government, facilitated the Movement response to expand the operations in line with
humanitarian needs. A more flexible notification of staff movement was also agreed, while the
Movement continues to improve coordination and planning of the emergency response.
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International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, Red Cross
Movement, Rakhine Operational Response, January 2018 (extract)

Available at:

https://www.icrc.org/sites/default/files/wysiwyg/Worldwide/asia/Myanmar/rakhi
ne_operational response public_version_en_low_res.pdf
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OPERATIONAL UPDATE

RED CROSS MOVEMENT

RAKHINE OPERATIONAL RESPONSE
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CURRENT CRISIS

Following the violence that broke out on 25 August 2017, upon
the request of the Union Government, the Red Cross Movement —
comprised of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC),
the Myanmar Red Cross Society (MRCS) and the International
Federation of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) —
has been providing humanitarian assistance in Maungdaw and
Sittwe districts.

An emergency appeal of 17 million Swiss francs was made to enable the Red Cross Movement to
deliver assistance and provide protection and support to 36,000 families (180,000 people) in Rakhine.
The assistance is being delivered over a period of 3.5 months, with a focus on the following sectors:
food, health, shelter (and non-food relief items), water, sanitation and hygiene promotion, food
security and livelihoods, and protection.

Throughout Rakhine, as everywhere in the world, the Red Cross is responding in accordance with
its Fundamental Principles of neutrality, impartiality and independence. This means the Red Cross
works on behalf of all affected people, regardless of ethnicity or religion, and delivers assistance
based on needs. The Red Cross maintains regular contact and operates in full transparency with the
Government of Myanmar.

KEY RESULTS AND CONSTRAINTS
180,000 people assisted in 3 months;

Nearly 200 Red Cross Movement staff;

Support at over 140 different locations

(villages, village tracks, temporary relocation
sites, transit points);

Security and logistical challenges: roads in poor
conditions, long distances and remote locations.
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RED CROSS ACTION

Over the past three months, the Red Cross has gradually reached all areas affected by the violence.
Teams operating in Rakhine have used trucks, cars, boats, a helicopter and cargo ships to deliver aid.
They often walk great distances to meet with affected communities, assess emergency needs, and
deliver assistance. In order to transport essential supplies, and establish a logistical supply chain to
reach populations, the Red Cross upgraded the Maungdaw jetty, and the jetty access road. Four rub
halls are currently being constructed for ware-
housing and positioning of stock. These facilities
will be in use after the emergency response.

More than 155,000 people have
received food rations, and over 40,000
people have been assisted with
emergency items such as tarpaulins,
hygiene kits, oral rehydration salts, etc.

Close to 500,000 liters of clean drinking water
have been distributed, and thousands have bene-
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fited from Red Cross support to the health system and mobile clinics. For people with access to
markets, the Red Cross delivered unconditional cash grants, assisting more than 15,000 people,
including temporary relocated persons, in order to support their return to places of origin. The Red
Cross is also looking at the medium-term needs of affected communities in Rakhine through the
distribution of seeds and fertilizer to more than 3,000 people ahead of the next harvest.

COORDINATION

The Red Cross Movement response is coordinating internally through a strategic decision-making
body in Yangon, and simultaneously through operational/technical coordination mechanisms
established in Sittwe and Maungdaw. Authorities are engaged at the national, state, district and
township levels to ensure that all concerned parties are well informed. Coordination with authori-
ties is key to access to affected areas, in order to deliver humanitarian assistance in accordance with
the Fundamental Principles and other Movement policies.

It is a priority for the Red Cross Movement to consider the point of view of

all communities, and this is achieved through multiple information channels
including face-to-face communication, over the phone, and often online. It is
an essential part of the Red Cross operations for the immediate and long-term.

In order to strengthen understanding and acceptance throughout the communities where it is
operating, and mitigate any concerns by community members, Red Cross teams regularly meet
with various interlocutors to convey messages concerning the impartial nature of the Movement’s
humanitarian work.

In addition, representatives of the Red Cross have participated in meetings of the Humanitarian
Country Team to reduce duplication of efforts when international organizations re-engage. There
are other stakeholders such as the Union Enterprise for Humanitarian Assistance, Resettlement and
Development in Rakhine, which will become increasingly important during the recovery phase. The
Red Cross will coordinate with these organizations in order to share information and activities, and
disseminate the mandate and principles of the Red Cross Movement. Relations with Civil Society
Organizations are also important to further the Red Cross Movement’s access and the safety and
security related to its operations.
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ECONOMIC SECURITY

Over the past few months, Red Cross teams conducted rapid assessments in order to understand the
needs of communities whose economic activity was disrupted during the aftermath of the violence
and upheaval. Based on these assessments, teams distributed rations of food to villages throughout
Rakhine in parcels that included rations include rice, cooking oil, sadawpeas (butter beans), fish
cans, a wheat-soya cereal blend, iodized salt and tea. The Red Cross started providing daily rations
to temporarily relocated persons in different areas of Rakhine such as Sittwe, Kyauktaw, Minbya,
Ponnagyun and others.

For people who retained access to markets,
teams distributed instead cash grants to
nearly 15,000 individuals. Cash grants were
also distributed to thousands of temporarily
relocated persons to support their return

to villages of origin, encouraging economic
activity, and supporting reintegration into
their home communities.

In a second phase, the Red Cross distributed monthly rations of food in villages without access to
fields and markets in Maungdaw, Buthidaung and Rathedaung. Daily rations were provided to popu-
lations in transit to Bangladesh.

To date, nearly 155,000 people have received food assistance. In various locations where the agri-
cultural cycle was disrupted but individuals retained the ability to access and work their fields, Red
Cross teams are providing seeds and fertilizer. These distributions, primarily of winter crops, will
allow a return to the normal agricultural cycle. Currently over 3,000 persons benefited from this
assistance. Finally, Red Cross teams distributed essential household items to over 40,000 people, in
packages that include mosquito nets, blankets, hygiene parcels and dignity kits.

WATER, SANITATION, HYGIENE AND SHELTER

Since the onset of the emergency, Red Cross teams supported temporarily relocated persons with
water and sanitation services at various relocation sites in Maungdaw and Sittwe Districts. The
humanitarian situation also required the Red Cross to provide assistance in Ah Ley Tan Kyaw and
Pya Na Pyin Gi beaches in Maungdaw Township, where people where transiting towards Bangladesh.

The Red Cross regularly delivered clean drinking water through water tanking and the distribution

of 1litre bottles, and teams constructed water points and latrines to ensure basic health and sanita-
tion measures were available to mitigate the spread of disease and unsafe living conditions.
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Kofi Annan Foundation, Advisory Commission on Rakhine State: Lessons
Learned (June 2018) (extract)

Available at:

https://www.kofiannanfoundation.org/wp-
content/uploads/2018/06/180530 Rakine Lessons-Learned final.pdf
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Towards a fairer, more peacefull world
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on Rakhine State:
Lessons Learned

June 2018
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Advisory Commission on Rakhine State: Lessons Learned

50

the Government from international criticism: “Whenever there is an
accusation from the international community, we say we are taking
action in line with the recommendations of the Kofi Annan commission.
The commission is serving as a shield for us.™® Such statements cast
doubts on the Government’s sincerity in addressing the challenges in

Rakhine and undermined the credibility of the Commission.

The Commission did not react publicly to U Zay Htay’s statement but
submitted a complaint to the Office of State Counsellor. This was an
appropriate decision, as any public display of disagreement between the
Commission and the Government would have amplified the news story.

Instead of turning into a public shouting match, the story died out quickly.

Lastly, it should also be mentioned that the Commission never developed
a full-fledged media strategy. While the initial communication plan
provided a useful framework for media-related activities, the Commission
never discussed whether such activities should be an integrated part

of the Commission’s over-arching purpose — such as strengthening
inter-communal cohesion in Rakhine. In the words of a Kofi Annan
Foundation official, the media approach represented a “bare minimum”,
as the Commission did not make any concerted efforts to influence the
public discourse on Rakhine (beyond its reports, statements and press
conferences). However, the Commission did share it findings at key
moments, as promised, and more sustained media engagement may not

have been appropriate in light of the Commission’s advisory mandate.

Lesson learned (25): In general, the Commission’s media handling was
appropriate. Yet, the Commission may have benefitted from a broader
internal debate on its media strategy, exploring the possibility for a more
ambitious outreach — seeking to integrate its media-related work into its

over-arching goals.
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Part V:

Lessons Learned:
Political Considerations

Did the Commission achieve its goals?

The objective of the Commission — as defined by its ToR — was “to
provide recommendations to the Government of Myanmar on
measures for finding lasting solutions to the complex and delicate
issues in the Rakhine State, in accordance with established
international standards”. Building on this framework, the broader goal
of the Commission was to contribute to a process of positive change —
assisting the Government and the people of Rakhine to overcome the
destructive dynamics which for decades have undermined security,
development and inter-communal cohesion in the state. To paraphrase
the title of the final report, the Commission sought to assist the process
“towards a peaceful, fair and prosperous future for the people of
Rakhine”.#

In one sense, the Commission succeeded. Its final report provided fair
and actionable recommendations within all the thematic areas defined
by the ToR. The recommendations were endorsed by a variety of key
stakeholders, including the Myanmar Government and the vast majority
of international partners. In mid-October 2017, the Commission’s work
was endorsed by all fifteen members of the UN Security Council, securing
a greater degree of international buy-in and legitimacy than anyone
could have expected at the onset. To this day, the implementation of

the Commission’s recommendations remains a core component of the
Rakhine strategy of the Myanmar Government, the UN and a broad

segment of the international community. While relations between the
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Advisory Commission on Rakhine State: Lessons Learned
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Myanmar Government and its international partners have suffered major
setbacks, the Commission’s recommendations provide one of the few

frameworks where they all agree.

However, during and immediately after the mandate period, the situation
on the ground in Rakhine State deteriorated rapidly, and the conflict in
the state developed into one of the main refugee disasters in the world.
Inter-communal relations, which were already strained, have now been
shattered. Prospects for economic development, social integration and
the restoration of rights for marginalized communities, have suffered an

immense setback.

It is true that despite the advice and recommendations provided by the
Commission, the situation in Rakhine went from bad to worse. However,
virtually all stakeholders interviewed in the context of the “lessons learned
process” considered the Commission’s contribution to be vital, some

arguing that the situation would have been even worse without it.

It may be argued that the Commission had yet another objective,

not explicitly mentioned in the ToR but arising for the hopes and
expectations of various stakeholders: to bridge national and international
interpretations of the conflict in Rakhine. This was no easy feat. For

years, meaningful dialogue has been complicated by the lack of a

shared understanding of the basic elements of the conflict. And with
every eruption of violence, polarization has increased. As noted by the
historian Thant Myint U, “perceptions of the crisis have been veering
in opposite directions for some time, but it’s the violence of the
past year, and the vastly different narratives around what actually
happened, that’s created an almost unbridgeable divide”.®

While this was beyond its mandate, the Commission may have successfully
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Advisory Commission on Rakhine State: Lessons Learned

demonstrated the possibility of bridging that divide. Its final report — a
compromise based on input from both national and international mem-
bers of the Commission — may serve as a blueprint for a joint narrative on
Rakhine. It is true however that achieving consensus was not easy for the
Commission, and some issues generated intense internal deliberations,
occasionally threatening to undermine internal cohesion. The outbreak of
violence in northern Rakhine State in October 2016 also served to accen-
tuate internal divisions, as commissioners were pulled in opposite direc-

tions by their respective constituencies.

However, at the end, a compromise was reached, resulting in a text
that all commissioners were ready to underwrite. According to an
independent analyst interviewed during the “lessons learned” exercise,
this was arguably the Commission’s greatest success: despite a wide
range of centrifugal forces, it managed to remain intact, achieve
consensus, and jointly present a fair and meaningful vision for the future
of Rakhine. It also managed to strike the right balance in its analysis

and recommendations, enabling both the Myanmar Government and
international partners to endorse its vision. As such, the Commission’s

bridge-building efforts may possibly become its main legacy.

Lesson learned (33): During and immediately after the Commission’s
mandate period, northern Rakhine State descended into violence,
generating one the greatest refugee disasters in the world. This does

not mean that the Commission’s work was in vain: the Commission
successfully carried out its mandate, presenting fair and implementable
recommendations to the Myanmar Government. The final report

was endorsed by the Government — which pledged to implement its
recommendations — and the vast majority of international partners. Many
actors contend that the situation could have been even worse without
the Commission’s report. While the relationship between Myanmar and

its international partners has deteriorated sharply, the implementation
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of the Commission’s recommendations remains a unique platform for

cooperation and mutual agreement.

Lesson learned (34): In a context where national and international
narratives on Rakhine continue to drift apart, the Commission’s greatest
achievement was arguably to demonstrate the possibility of bridging
the divide. Despite increasing polarization, the Commission managed

to maintain its internal cohesion, and present a joint platform which all
commissioners — despite vast differences in background and political
affiliations — were able to agree upon. The Commission’s bridge-building

efforts may over time be its most lasting legacy.

Consultant’s Background

From September 2016 to August 2017, Andreas Indregard directed the
work of the Secretariat of the Advisory Commission on Rakhine State.

In this capacity, he managed the day-to-day work of the Commission,
and assisted the drafting process of the Commission’s interim and final
reports. Indregard has worked in Myanmar for five years, including as
country director for Norwegian People’s Aid (NPA). Prior to moving to
Myanmar, he spent seven years in the Middle East, working as a senior
analyst for International Crisis Group (ICG) and head of the Norwegian
contingent to the Temporary International Presence in Hebron (TIPH). He

has also worked for UN-OCHA, both in Israel/Palestine and Cote d’lvoire.

66



Annex 160

International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, Red Cross
Movement, Rakhine Operational Response, June 2018 (extract)

Available at:

https://www.icrc.org/sites/default/files/wysiwyg/Worldwide/asia/Myanmar/rakhi
ne_operational response public_version_en_low_res.pdf

67



68



Annex 160

International Federation
of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies

RED CROSS MOVEMENT

RAKHINE OPERATIONAL RESPONSE

JUNE 2018

OPERATIONAL UPDATE




Annex 160

INTRODUCTION

Since the crisis in Rakhine began on 25 August 2017, the Red Cross Movement has been
actively responding to the humanitarian needs of affected communities in areas of
northern Rakhine. In the initial phase of our operation in 2017, the Red Cross reached
180,000 people in 3.5 months.

On 30 March 2018, Red Cross Movement partners met with Dr Win Myat Aye, the
Union Minister for Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement, and agreed with a renewed
affirmation by the Union Government that the Red Cross Movement would continue to
provide assistance and protection to affected persons in the northern areas of Rakhine
State'. We will concurrently deliver long-term programmes in Rakhine, in order to
build resilience of vulnerable communities, and contribute to the stability in Rakhine by
strengthening critical elements of the state’s infrastructure and social services.

The following document provides an overview into our operations as well as our plans
in 2018. It complements the first Rakhine Operational Response Report published in
January 2018, which outlines the achievements from the initial phase of our emergency
operations.

Red Cross Movement staff get ready to
distribute emergency aid in Inn Chaung
village tract, Maungdaw township for more
than 5,000 people.

The main goal of Red Cross interventions in 2018 is focused on

protection and the provision of humanitarian assistance for affected
populations. Yet we recognize the resilience of communities is inextricably
linked to the broader social and economic situation in Rakhine State,

and it is equally important to move towards more sustainable solutions
that support the long-term peace and stability.

1 For the purpose of this report, the townships referred to under ‘northern areas of Rakhine’ are Rathedaung,
Buthidaung and Maungdaw, even though administratively Rathedaung is part of Sittwe District which is part of
central area of Rakhine State.
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World Bank Group, Statement, “The World Bank and Myanmar’s Rakhine
State”, 12 June 2019

Available at:

https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/statement/2019/06/12/the-world-bank-and-
myanmars-rakhine-state
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STATEMENT I JUNE 12, 2019

The World Bank and Myanmar's Rakhine State

= X f in <

The World Bank has joined the international community in condemning the deadly violence in Myanmar’s Rakhine State,
which led to forced displacement of more than 730,000 Rohingya. Since that crisis, we have adjusted our country strategy in
Myanmar with a much greater focus on social inclusion, particularly in conflict-affected areas.

We are deeply concerned about continued mobility and other restrictions in place in Rakhine State. These restrictions have a
profound impact on the livelihoods of affected communities and the economic and social development of the state.

We are committed to supporting both Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh and programs in Rakhine that will help all
communities, including the remaining Rohingya, access essential services and economic opportunities. To this end, we are
working closely with relevant UN agencies and consulting with communities in Rakhine, international NGOs, advocacy groups
and our shareholders, who have encouraged us to continue to stay engaged.

To help Rohingya refugees and their host communities in Bangladesh, we have made available close to half-a-billion dollars in
grants that are financing operations in areas such as health, education, and water and sanitation services.

In Rakhine State, we are considering a project that would directly support communities through short-term employment and
basic income-generating activities. Project activities would start in central Rakhine and move to other areas as conditions
allow, in coordination with development partners. For remaining Rohingya, some of whom depend on humanitarian
assistance, the project would provide a much-needed cash influx to families and help them build skills for future livelihoods.

The project would build on several UN initiatives that are working to alleviate extreme poverty in the state and would support
implementation of recommendations by the Advisory Commission on Rakhine State that was led by the late Kofi Annan,
which are universally accepted as the blueprint for resolving the crisis.

The World Bank has been engaged in Myanmar since 2012 to support the country’s fundamental economic transition. Our
portfolio helps build modern institutions and systems, while expanding provision of basic services like rural electrification,
basic education and primary health care in all states and regions of the country.

The World Bank's involvement in any project depends on clear social and environmental principles which do not tolerate
exclusion or discrimination, and we have made it clear to the government of Myanmar that the proposed project would need
to benefit all communities in Rakhine. Requirements for unimpeded access by all communities to project-supported services
and livelihood opportunities would be integral to the proposed project.

We understand that efforts to reduce poverty and promote more inclusive growth alone are not sufficient to address
insecurity and discrimination in Rakhine State. They are one element of what is needed to improve the welfare of the
estimated 600,000 remaining Rohingya and others living in the state, and could help begin to create the conditions for an
eventual voluntary, safe and dignified return of refugees.

Since the project was first proposed, we have had productive and open discussions with international and local NGOs that
have raised issues of how the project would be implemented and monitored to ensure safety and inclusion. We share many
of these concerns and are committed to finding ways to address them in both project design and in our dialogue with the
government.

The project is in the early stages of preparation and much due diligence is yet to be completed before our Board of Executive
Directors would consider it for approval. If it becomes clear that conditions in Rakhine State are such that the project cannot
be effective, we will not pursue it.
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We will remain closely engaged with our development partners and shareholders to find ways to help all the people of
Rakhine State. The development needs in the state are acute. Its per capita GDP is 25 percent below the country average and
78 percent of the population lives below the poverty line. People in Rakhine have less access to sanitation, drinking water, and
electricity than in any other state in Myanmar. We believe that inclusive development will be essential for social cohesion, and

we will continue to work to help lay the groundwork for a more peaceful and prosperous future for Rakhine State and

Myanmar.

Contacts

Washington

David Theis
(202) 458-8626
dtheis@worldbankgroup.org
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D. Coyle et al., “Clan, Community, Nation: Belonging Among Rohingya Living
in Makeshift Camps”, (Bangladesh International Organization for Migration,
2020) (extract)

Available at:

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/338645066 _CLAN_ COMMUNITY _
NATION Belonging among Rohingya living in makeshift camps
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Suggested Citation: Danny Coyle, Abdul Kadar (AK) Rahim, and Mohammed Abdullah
Jainul (2020). “Clan, Community, Nation: Belonging Among Rohingya Living in
Makeshift Camps.” Bangladesh: IOM.
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INTRODUCTION

This consultation began as an initial attempt to understand self-organization and collective
identity units among the Rohingya population displaced in Bangladesh; both in terms of how
they had historically organized themselves and how they are currently reconfiguring value
systems and social structures to address their new context within the displacement camps. It
has often been cited that little is known about the Rohingya as a cultural group.! This series of
consultations arises out of an often stated need to better understand "the Rohingya" outside of
a political or humanitarian context - ideally from one in which their worldviews and perspectives
on issues are better represented. It is worth noting that a description of the political history of
the Rohingya often prefaces many discussions about them but there is a noted lack of in-depth
engagement in Rohingya's understanding of their own identities, values, communities and
histories outside of the dominant political discourses that continue to shape their lives. It is
possible that in failing to understand Rohingya's historical and contemporary cultural values and
social systems, the very thing that differentiate them from other groups living in both Myanmar
and Bangladesh, means that humanitarian assistance, political negotiations, and broader
discussions surrounding the Rohingya have failed to take into account how the Rohingya
identify themselves and how they socially organize. As a result, it is hard to claim that
humanitarian action is responsive to Rohingya people’'s own senses of being and belonging.
There were no doubt many contextual and political reasons inhibiting engagement in these
questions to date, including access restrictions to Rakhine prior to their displacement. However,
the respondents involved in this consultation showed a sense of appreciation and openness
when asked about their values, social systems, and histories. This consultation in no way makes
claim to correcting a larger collective ignorance about the Rohingya, but hopefully contributes
small but meaningful gains in understanding more about the Rohingya, as a people, and how we
can better engage them in decisions about their lives and futures. In particular, this work sought
to better understand how Rohingya were beginning to identify, organize, and situate their lives
"within the camps,” which social memberships were most significant to them prior to and after
displacement, and whether these social organizations and identities had undergone significant
changes as they were displaced.

"Leider (2015), Munsoor (2013), Washaly (2019), Smith (2019) among many other grey literatures cite a lack of
anthropological, “Rohingya voices”, or studies concerning the Rohingya culture, identity or social groups.
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Fortify Rights, “The Torture In My Mind”: The Right to Mental Health for
Rohingya Survivors of Genocide in Myanmar and Bangladesh (December 2020)
(extract)

Available at:

https://www.fortifyrights.oreg/downloads/The%20Torture%20in%20My%20Min
d%20-%20Fortify%20Rights%20-%20December-10-2020.pdf
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found that 88.7 percent of Rohingya survey participants reported experiencing
symptoms indicative of depression, 84 percent reported symptoms indicative of
emotional distress, and 61.2 percent report symptoms indicative of PTSD.

This report further reveals that the pervasive human rights violations experienced
or perceived by Rohingya in Myanmar contribute to depression, emotional distress,
and PTSD in Rohingya refugees at statistically significant levels. For example,
the findings demonstrate that personally experiencing or perceiving restrictions
on education, freedom of movement, healthcare, religious expression, and other
violations contribute to trauma, depression, and anxiety symptoms. The data also
demonstrates that pervasive human rights violations have long-term mental health
impacts, given that Rohingya reporting experiences with symptoms of mental
distress had left Myanmar almost a year prior to the initial surveys.

The data also indicates that traumatic events and chronic stressors contribute
to mental health distress. These mental health symptoms—including PTSD,
depression, and anxiety—increase the difficulty of refugees to function. For example,
91.3 percent of surveyed Rohingya refugees reported experiencing some level of
difficulty carrying out common daily activities, such as maintaining basic hygiene,
engaging in social or religious activities, or performing other daily tasks. Of the
Rohingya survey participants who experienced some level of difficulty functioning,
62.3 percent attributed these difficulties to their mental health symptoms.

“I feel like it is very difficult to do anything,” said Saiful. “I cannot go to the market
because of the pain . . . It is very difficult for me to do any work.”

“The military broke my shoulder,” said “Rashida Begum,” 40, referencing an attack
she survived in Myanmar in 2017. “I still have pain in my legs, breasts, knees, and
shoulder.” She continued:

I cannot sleep well at night. When I try to sleep, I imagine what the military and
Buddhist have done to me. I feel like they are coming, chasing, and shooting
me. I think of how they hacked and killed people and threw children on the
fires. When I am in bed, the imagination of the torture appears in my mind.

The quantitative and testimonial evidence documented in this report indicate an
ongoing mental health crisis among Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh resulting
from pervasive human rights violations and violence perpetrated against Rohingya
in Myanmar. The data included in this report provides further evidence of genocide
and crimes against humanity as well as how the human right to mental health for
Rohingya has been largely overlooked.

* % %

The Rohingya are a predominantly Muslim ethnic minority indigenous to Myanmar’s
Rakhine State. There are an estimated 2.5 million Rohingya worldwide, including
approximately 600,000 in Rakhine State and approximately one million living as
refugees in Bangladesh. For decades, the Buddhist-majority Government of Myanmar
has committed pervasive human rights violations against Rohingya, including
through official State policies restricting Rohingya marriages, childbirth, freedom of
movement, education, and other aspects of everyday life. The government prevented
Rohingya from voting or running for office in the 2015 and 2020 national elections
and continues to deny them citizenship.
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Justice Rapid Response and Legal Action Worldwide, Press Release, “Paths to
Justice: The international pursuit of justice for the Rohingya”, 25 May 2021

Available at:

https://reliefweb.int/attachments/28{07b49-0955-3547-b884-
1582e48ee1dd/EMBARGOED%20PR%20Paths%20t0%20Justice%20250521.

pdf
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Press Release
STRICTLY EMBARGOED UNTIL: Tuesday 25 May 2021
Paths to Justice: The international pursuit of justice for the Rohingya

Geneva — Justice Rapid Response and Legal Action Worldwide announced on Tuesday that
the role of survivor voices combined with strong international support is vital to achieving
justice for the Rohingya people with the creation of a new microsite, Paths to Justice.

Rohingya people have been subject to killings, rape and torture, as well as the razing of their
homes and villages in their home country Myanmar.

Paths to Justice focuses on survivor testimonies and explains the uniquely high number of
avenues of justice that have opened up as international mechanisms are being utilized in
unprecedented ways.

“In the absence of local accountability processes, harnessing international justice
mechanisms is often the only manner that the stories of victims can be told,” said Federica
Tronchin, Head of the International Justice Programme at Justice Rapid Response.

The Gambia accused Myanmar of breaching the Genocide Convention at the International
Court of Justice, unusual in that the countries are so geographically far from one another. The
International Criminal Court opened an investigation into crimes against humanity, and civil
society organizations have petitioned courts in Argentina to open an investigation under the
principle of universal jurisdiction.

Justice Rapid Response and Legal Action Worldwide have worked towards gathering evidence
to support these legal cases.

Their Paths to Justice microsite includes video interviews of three survivors involved in the
justice process and an article covering further survivor perspectives and commentary from
legal experts. The site also breaks down the various UN, civil society organizations, and
international justice mechanisms and actors at play globally - from The Hague, to Geneva, via
The Gambia, and Argentina.

Further materials for sharing/publishing can be found in our online press kit including photos
(Credit: Turjoy Chowdhury / Justice Rapid Response) and posters, gifs and video for social
media. The full videos and other materials can also be shared directly from the microsite.

For further information or interview requests, please contact Clarisse Douaud at
c.douaud@justicerapidresponse.org or phone +41 (0) 079 884 55 54.
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Media support in raising awareness of the Rohingya situation, helping to tell their stories and
advocating for justice is crucial.

Survivor profiles

Hasina Begum is an advocate for the Rohingya community, speaking about her experiences
and calling for justice. She fled with her young children to Bangladesh. She had been raped
and tortured by the Myanmar military, and her brother and husband were killed in front of
her. Since then, she has travelled to The Hague to attend the International Court of Justice
emergency hearings and is part of the women’s survivor group, Shanti Mohila (Peace
Women), in Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh.

“I went to The Hague to tell my story. | wanted to tell the whole word. Sooner or later we will
get justice. The world has heard us and one day we’ll be able to go back to our country
peacefully.”

After fleeing Myanmar, Hamida Khatum is actively pursuing justice for her people. She is one
of the leaders of the women’s survivor group, Shanti Mohila, helping gather testimonials as
evidence. As a widow in her 50s, Hamida is well positioned in her community to speak out
and engage in public life. She too travelled to The Hague to attend the International Court of
Justice emergency hearings. It was there that she experienced for the first time what it could
be like to live without ethnic or gender discrimination.

“What | experienced is that men and women are all equal. There is no discrimination. People
from different communities also live side by side. Together they can go to the court, they can
seek justice, they can walk on the street.”

As a community leader in Myanmar Yousuf Ali had to engage with authorities and the
military. He has been arrested, detained, and tortured, including sexualized torture, by the
Myanmar military. He was forced to flee after soldiers attacked his village in 2017. He is now
part of a men’s survivor advocate group in Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh and travelled to The
Hague to attend the International Court of Justice emergency hearings.

“The international support for us, the Rohingya, is very important. Without this we wouldn’t
be able to move on. We wouldn’t be able to build our lives again.”

—ENDS -

Justice Rapid Response is the only global facility that provides rapidly deployable specialized
justice experts to assist with investigations of reported war crimes, genocide, crimes against
humanity, and serious human rights violations.

Legal Action Worldwide works towards equality of all before the law and to deliver access to

justice to those who need it most — victims and survivors of human rights violations and abuses
in conflict-affected and fragile environments.
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Legal Action Worldwide, ‘ICC Victim Submission for Rohingya clients
following NUG Declaration’, 25 August 2021

Available at:

https://legalactionworldwide.org/where-we-work/rohingya-crisis/law-icc-
victim-submission-for-rohingva-clients-following-nug-declaration/
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LAW: ICC Victim Submission for Rohingya clients following
NUG Declaration

Wednesday, 25 August 2021

COX'S BAZAR, BANGLADESH: International human rights organisation, Legal Action
Worldwide (LAW) will prepare and file a victim submission with the International Criminal
Court (ICC) on behalf of its Rohingya clients following a declaration by the National Unity

Government (NUG) of Myanmar accepting ICC jurisdiction for crimes committed in Myanmar

since July 2002.

LAW’s announcement comes on 25 August 2021, Rohingya Genocide Remembrance Day, which
marks four years since the beginning of 2017 ‘clearance operations,’ in which thousands of
Rohingya were killed, tortured and subjected to brutal sexual violence by Myanmar’s military
(Tatmadaw). More than 800,000 Rohingya were fled to neighbouring Bangladesh where they
remain to date. The UN Independent International Fact-Finding Mission on Myanmar described
the ‘clearance operations’ as a “human rights catastrophe” and recommended senior Tatmadaw

figures be investigated and prosecuted for international crimes, including genocide.

Antonia Mulvey, LAW’s Executive Director said: “LAW’s Rohingya clients wholeheartedly
support all international efforts to end Tatmadaw impunity for decades of criminal conduct. Our
clients were disappointed and frustrated to see Aung San Suu Kyi defend the Tatmadaw at the
International Court of Justice case brought by The Gambia against Myanmar on the Genocide
Convention in December 2019. They cautiously welcome recent efforts by the NUG to address
past injustices, though call for greater engagement by NUG directly with the displaced Rohingya
population.”

She continued: LAW's clients request that the ICC recognise the NUG's declaration and expand
its existing investigation to include all international crimes perpetrated within Myanmar since

2002, including the crime of genocide.”

In November 2019, the ICC Office of the Prosecutor was authorised to initiate an investigation
into crimes where part of the criminal conduct takes place on the territory of a State Party,
enabling investigation of ‘continuing crimes’ such as the crime against humanity of forced
deportation which began in Myanmar but continues in Bangladesh, a State Party of the Rome
Statute. If accepted, the declaration, made under article 12(3) of the Rome Statute by the NUG

(Myanmar's civilian government in exile, following an unlawful military coup in February

https://legalactionworldwide org/where-we-work/rohingya-crisis/law-icc-victim-submission-for-rohingya-clients-following-nug-declaration/ 13
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LAW represents more than 500 Rohingya clients, including Rohingya women’s network Shanti

Mobhila (Peace Women) and a group of male survivors of sexual violence — three victim

submissions have already been made to the ICC on behalf of LAW’s Rohingya clients. A majority

were forcibly displaced from their homes during the 2017 ‘clearance operations.” LAW works to

ensure meaningful participation by its clients and the Rohingya community as a whole in

international justice proceedings.

One of LAW’s Rohingya clients, Abdul (pseudonym), based in Teknaf, stated: “I'm very glad to

hear that the NUG accepts the ICC jurisdiction. It is so important that the Rohingya survivors

. . . . »
and communities ger JUSthC fOl‘ VVhElt we €XPCI'I€DCC(1.

You can read more about LAW’s work on the Rohingya crisis here.

For more information, please contact Kirsty Hare, Legal Advisor, at

hare@legalactionworldwid ec.org
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https://legalactionworldwide org/where-we-work/rohingya-crisis/law-icc-victim-submission-for-rohingya-clients-following-nug-declaration/
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Fortify Rights, News Release, “U.N. Member States: Join and Support
Genocide Trial Against Myanmar Junta”, 22 July 2022

Available at:

https://www.fortifyrights.oreg/mya-inv-2022-07-22/
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News Release

U.N. Member States: Join and Support
Genocide Trial Against Myanmar Junta

Myanmar
July 22,2022
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World Court rejects military junta’s objections,
genocide case to proceed

(BANGKOK, July 22, 2022)—U.N. member states should join and support The
Gambia's case at the International Court of Justice (ICJ) against Myanmar
authorities for committing genocide against the Rohingya people of Rakhine
State, said Fortify Rights today.

Today, the ICJ, also known as the World Court, delivered a judgment rejecting the
Myanmar junta’s preliminary objections in a case filed by The Gambia in 2019
arguing that Myanmar authorities are responsible for genocide committed
against the Rohingya. Today's decision clears the way for the ICJ to adjudicate
the merits in The Gambia's case against Myanmar. The first public hearing on the
merits of the case is expected to be in early 2024.

“Today is a momentous day for the Rohingya and all people
of Myanmar. International justice is slow but steady, and it
can be improved with practical support from U.N. member
states,” said Matthew Smith, Chief Executive Officer at
Fortify Rights. “Jurisdiction in this case is settled. The
international community should immediately get behind The
Gambia in this case and support other efforts across
mechanisms to hold the Myanmar military to account for its
horrific crimes against the people of Myanmar.”

The Gambia against Myanmar on November 11, 2019,
alleging violations of the Genocide Convention. Myanmar's preliminary
objections claimed that the ICJ lacked the necessary jurisdiction to adjudicate

hitps://iwww fortifyrights_org/mya-inv-2022-07-22/
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the case since The Gambia is not an injured party and the Genocide Conven
does not provide the right to initiate cases in public interest as a non-injured
party. The junta’s legal team also alleged that the case should be dismissed
because it was being brought by the Organization of Islamic Cooperation and not

The Gambia—which is untrue.

Inits ruling, the ICJ rejected all four of the Myanmar junta’s preliminary

objections to the case, in unanimous or near-unanimous votes. The court stated:
“All the states party to the Genocide Convention thus have a common interest to
prevention, suppression, and punishment of genocide by committing themselves

to fulfill the obligations contained in the convention.”

ROHINGYA
WOMEN

ocioE!

During public hearings of the junta’s objections in February 2022, Ko Ko Hlaing,
the junta’'s minister for international cooperation, represented Myanmar. This was
despite strc from civil society, including from Fortify Rights, warning the
ICJ that it risked legitimizing the junta by allowing it to represent Myanmar on the

hitps://iwww fortifyrights_org/mya-inv-2022-07-22/ 37
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global stage. E

The Myanmar military junta should immediately comply with the orders of the ICJ
and stop ongoing acts of genocide against Rohingya, said Fortify Rights.

In its case, The Gambia claims that starting in 2016 and continuing in 2017, the
Myanmar military and other security forces engaged in genocidal acts, including
killings, rapes, and the burning and destruction of villages, as part of so-called

=" aimed at destroying the Rohingya population.

Dating back to 2015, Fortify Rights has comprehensively documented the
military-led genocide against the Rohingya. Following the 2016 and 2017
Myanmar-military-led attacks on Rohingya civilians, Fortify Rights and the U.S.
Holocaust Memorial Museum published a -port documenting how
Myanmar state security forces and civilian perpetrators committed mass killings
in dozens of villages in Maungdaw Township, Rakhine State in the first wave of
violence in 2016 and in villages throughout all three townships of northern
Rakhine State after August 25, 2017.

This was followed by the publication of "They Gave Them Long & Js,"a 160-
page report by Fortify Rights proving how the Myanmar authorltles made

“extensive and systematic preparations” for attacks against Rohingya civilians
that amounted to genocide.

The U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken cited Fortify Rights and others'

work in a speech delivered at the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum, on March 21,
2022, while announcing the U.S. government'’s determination that Myanmar's
military had committed genocide against the Rohingya.

The ICJ held its first round of public hearings in the case filed by The Gambia
from December 10 to 12, 2019. In a historic move, on January 23, 2020, the
court unanimously ordered |- sional measures to protect the rights of the
Rohingya. The unanimous vote meant that the justice appointed by Myanmar, as

the court allows, also voted in favor of provisional measures of protection for

hitps://iwww fortifyrights_org/mya-inv-2022-07-22/ a7
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Rohingya. These measures ordered Myanmar to cease and prevent further
genocidal acts against Rohingya, to prevent the destruction of any evidence
related to acts of genocide against the Rohingya, and to report to the court on a
semi-annual basis on measures taken to implement the courts orders.

In December 2021, published by Fortify Rights indicated that the
junta breached the ICJ's provisional measures.

In June 2022, Fortify Rights also published a report titled

which provides further information about the junta’'s ongoing
persecution of the Rohingya. The 63-page report provides details on how the
Myanmar junta is using identity documents to facilitate its genocide of the
Rohingya people, mirroring tactics used in the Holocaust and Rwandan
genocides and violating existing ICJ orders for Myanmar authorities to cease

ongoing acts of genocide.

To date, only Canada and The Netherlands have publicly supportto The
Gambia's case at the ICJ. Other states should now consider supporting The
Gambia's case against Myanmar, Fortify Rights said.

“The junta lacks any political support among the Myanmar
population and is committing atrocity crimes throughout the
country,” said Matthew Smith. “States should do everything
in their power to deprive the junta of weapons, finances, and
political legitimacy. The junta is a criminal regime that must
be held accountable.”

Stay Updated!

hitps://iwww fortifyrights_org/mya-inv-2022-07-22/
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F. D’Alessandra et al., “Anchoring Accountability for Mass Atrocities” (Oxford
Institute for Law, Ethics and Armed Conflict, 2022) (extract)

Available at:

https://www.elac.ox.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Oxford-ELAC-
Anchoring-Accountability-for-Mass-Atrocities.pdf
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Disclaimer

The research informing this report was carried out within the
Oxford Institute for Ethics, Law and Armed Conflict’s Programme on
International Peace and Security, under the academic supervision
of Federica D'Alessandra, and with the sponsorship/partnership of
the International Bar Association and the US Holocaust Memorial
Museum Simon Skjodt Center for the Prevention of Genocide. The
views expressed here do not necessarily reflect the position of our
partner(s)/sponsor(s).
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longer to be approved, delaying the necessary
dispersal of funds that would allow for recruitment
of staff. In the case of one COIl or FFM, a respondent
noted that as recruitment was initiated only once
the budget was approved, ‘some team members
joined the team six to seven months from the start
of the mandate, leaving at best two months for the
effective work’ Respondents also pointed to late
recruitment caused by delays in the release of staff
from their previous employment, administrative
delays to secondments, visa delays, and the
unavailability of selected staff who found other
posts due to the length of time that the recruitment
process took. Several noted sharply that COls and
FFMs particularly suffered from gaps in funding
where recruitment needed to be revisited with each
cycle of the mandate period.

In addition to, and despite, indications of
unduly protracted recruitment processes, just
11.70% of respondents agreed that the
recruitment yielded staff with the requisite
expertise and skills. However, there was a more
positive assessment from those working for the
three investigative mechanisms: 48.94% of these
respondents agreed that recruitment yielded staff
with the requisite expertise and skills. Respondents
who had worked or are working in COIs and FFMs,
in particular indicated there were significant
differences in expertise, knowledge, and skills
between investigators who were supposed to carry
out the same work. Two staff members speaking
about their work on separate OHCHR-supported
investigative bodies in 2020 and 2021, also stated
that they believed significant pressure exists to

|
Itis crucial that all investigative mandates
required to make contributions to
accountability are staffed with the right
substantive expertise and operational
experience. When it came to the current
realities of staff recruitment, the majority
of respondents to our anonymised

survey ‘somewhat disagreed’ (40.43%)

or strongly disagreed’ (28.72%) that the
current recruitment process for staff of
UN mandates was efficient. In addition

to, and despite, indications of unduly
protracted recruitment processes, just
11.70% of respondents agreed that

the recruitment yielded staff with the
requisite expertise and skills. Respondents’
comments indicated that this was largely
due to structural issues, including the

fact that the budget often takes longer

to be approved, delaying the necessary
dispersal of funds that would allow for
recruitment of staff. Inefficiencies in early
recruitment, however, carries knock-

on challenges even for later phases of
mandates’ operation.

recruit Geneva-based OHCHR staff into OHCHR-supported investigations, even where they lacked the

expertise needed for that particular mandate.

Such challenges are the direct result of these entities’ set-up. Often, as noted, there is a gap between
the time in which a mandate is established and the availability of the funds to recruit staff to
get it off the ground. This is due to a misalignment between UN budgetary cycles (which affect
all positions funded through the UN regular budget) and the establishment of mandates by
the HRC. Even once funds are in place, a further elapse of time often passes to allow for UN
recruitment processes, particularly where the decision is made to recruit fixed term staff, to
swing into effect. This means, as we mentioned above, that externally recruited positions often cannot
be in place until six to nine months after a mandate’s establishment. Under such circumstances, the
‘loaning’ (or, more appropriately, ‘temporary assignment’) of OHCHR staff to human rights investigations,
and the provision of personnel by UN Women through its partnership with JRR or by States in the form of
GPPS or NPRLs, are currently the only way to allow them to function and get off the ground. Recruiting
under temporary contracts, which are less attractive to applicants due to the lower level of entitlements
and greater lack of job security, may also allow for faster recruitments.

ANCHORING ACCOUNTABILITY FOR MASS ATROCITIES 1M
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ISEAS Perspective: “A Background to the Security Crisis in Northern
Rakhine”, 23 October 2023, Issue 2017, No. 79, Yusof Ishak Institution (extract)

Available at:

https://www.iseas.edu.sg/wp-
content/uploads/pdfs/ISEAS Perspective 2017 _79.pdf
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Singapore | 23 October 2017

A Background to the Security Crisis in Northern Rakhine
Ye Htut*

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

* On 25 August 2017, the day after Kofi Annan’s Rakhine Advisory Commission
submitted its report, the Rohingya group ARSA simultaneously attacked 30 police
outposts and one army regiment’s headquarters. The Myanmar Army responded
with a massive security operation that led to more than 500,000 Rohingya people
fleeing to Bangladesh.

» Rakhine State has had a history of Muslim separatist movements since 1948, and
successive governments have tried to control illegal immigration and prevent
separatist movements in Northern Rakhine State. In 2004, the removal of military
intelligence chief General Khin Nyunt weakened the Myanmar government’s
intelligence network in Rakhine State, and in 2013, the security situation worsened
when the Border and Immigration Control Command was disbanded.

» Without these two security apparatuses, the government lacked intelligence on
separatist sentiments and illegal operations in Northern Rakhine State, and security
forces were caught off-guard by the ARSA attacks in October 2016 and August
2017.

* The current humanitarian crisis, the breakdown of law and order, and the
communal violence and hatred in Northern Rakhine State are not only a legacy of
the past but also contemporary developments that are seeing the emergence of a
new terrorist group with extremist links.

* Ye Htut is Visiting Senior Fellow at ISEAS — Yusof Ishak Institute and former
Information Minister of Myanmar.
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International Crisis Group, Breaking Away: The Battle for Myanmar s Rakhine
State, Crisis Group Asia Report No. 339, 27 August 2024 (extract)

Available at:

https://www.crisisgroup.org/sites/default/files/2024-08/339-battle-rakhine-
state_0.pdf
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Breaking Away: The Battle for Myanmar’s Rakhine State
Crisis Group Asia Report N°339, 27 August 2024 Page 16

ists.%” The Arakan Army is far from alone in believing that RSO has official backing;
many Rohingya refugees and analysts share this view.®® Formed in the early 1980s,
RSO had been defunct as an armed group for at least two decades until it re-emerged
inlate 2022 and began challenging ARSA for control of the camps. ARSA had estab-
lished a firm grip on the camps shortly after they were set up in 2017. For years, and
despite much evidence to the contrary, Dhaka insisted that ARSA was not active in
Bangladesh. After the group assassinated a prominent Rohingya leader, Mohib Ullah,
in September 2021, it acknowledged ARSA’s involvement in the attack and began
arresting the group’s members. This crackdown ramped up after ARSA killed a Bang-
ladeshi military officer in November 2022.%

Conflict between the two groups, RSO and ARSA, escalated in 2023, leading to a
sharp rise in violence and crime in the camps. By early 2024, RSO had secured con-
trol of most of the 33 camps. Many ARSA members simply switched their allegiance.
Their continued predatory behaviour was making RSO increasingly unpopular even
before its forced recruitment campaigns. When Crisis Group interviewed Rohingya in
Cox’s Bazar in mid-2023, some expressed optimism that RSO would be an improve-
ment on ARSA; today, it is rare to hear such sentiments among refugees.

To back their claims that Bangladesh is supporting RSO, both refugees and Arakan
Army officials point to the fact that law enforcement agencies did not attempt to stop
the group from recruiting in the camps, particularly at the peak of the forced recruit-
ment in May. Given the presence of the Armed Police Battalion and National Security
Intelligence within the camps, it seems implausible that large public meetings organ-
ised by the group took place without these forces’ knowledge.?® Armed Police Battalion
officers appear to have attended at least one such meeting.®* When lawmaker and
former foreign minister Abdul Momen held a meeting in the camps in May, the head
of RSO’s political wing, Ko Ko Linn, sat in the front row of the audience, directly in
front of him.%* The fact that armed groups have been able to move refugees across
the border also suggests a level of collusion with local authorities, critics argue.®

Despite rapidly shifting developments in Rakhine State, the official position of
Hasina’s government toward Myanmar did not change. Even though the military was
no longer in control of most of Rakhine State, Bangladesh’s foreign ministry contin-

87 Crisis Group notes of Arakan Army press conference.

88 See Crisis Group Report, Crisis Mounts for Rohingya Refugees, op. cit.; and “Competing Armed
Groups Pose New Threat to Rohingya in Bangladesh”, International Institute for Strategic Studies,
11 December 2023.

89 Crisis Group Report, Crisis Mounts for Rohingya Refugees, op. cit.

9° Since a mass rally in the camps in August 2019 to mark the second anniversary of the Rohingya
expulsion from Rakhine, Bangladeshi officials have placed tighter controls on public gatherings. At
the same time as these meetings were taking place, 32 young Rohingya were detained for holding a
seminar without permission. See “32 Rohingyas detained for holding seminar without permission
in Cox’s Bazar”, The Business Standard, 17 May 2024.

9! Crisis Group interview, Rohingya refugee, May 2024.

92 Tweet by Shafiur Rahman, @shafiur, journalist, 7:07pm, 12 May 2024. Momen was foreign min-
ister from January 2019 to January 2024. As a parliamentarian for the ruling Awami League until
the fall of Hasina’s regime in August, he chaired the parliamentary standing committee on foreign
affairs.

93 Crisis Group interview, humanitarian agency official, May 2024.
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Legal Action Worldwide, Website, ‘Where we work — Myanmar’, accessed 15
November 2024

Available at:

https://legalactionworldwide.org/where-we-work/myanmar
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- Where we work

Myanmar

The use of serious human rights violations and international crimes has been a hallmark
conduct on consecutive military regimes in Myanmar for decades. Murder, torture,
destruction of property, forced displacement, unlawful deprivation of liberty and brutal
sexual and gender-based violence perpetrated against civilian populations have been
consistently documented by United Nations actors, international and national civil
society, and media.

History and overview

In February 2021, the military (sit-tat) initiated an unlawful coup d’état to seize power from the
clected civilian government. Senior political figures, including State Counsellor, Aung San Suu
Kyi, were detained as the coup maker — military Commander-in-Chief Min Aung Hlaing -
installed himself as the chair of a State Administration Council and subsequently Prime

Minister.

Since the coup d’etat, Myanmar has faced its most significant period of armed conflict, with the-
post coup period displacement figures surpassing 2,3440,000 individuals, 60,500 of whom have
been displaced to neighbouring countries, and with 18,6 million people within Myanmar in
need of humanitarian assistance. Fuelled by the on-going regime’s direct attacks on civilians,
including but not limited to airstrikes on civilian targets, torture and killings of activists, and

grucsome s€xXu al ViOlCﬂCC
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Although the international community has consistently condemned Myanmar's military, the
UN General Assembly (though its Credentials Committee) has yet to formally accept the
credentials of Myanmar's civilian government (the National Unity Government (NUG)), opting
to repeatedly defer its decision. This has complicated international justice efforts. The military
has appointed a new agent and legal team in respect of the case between The Gambia and
Myanmar at the International Court of Justice. In 2021, the NUG submitted an article 12(3)
communication to the Office of the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court (ICC)

recognising ICC jurisdiction; it has received no formal response to this submission.

Myanmar's perpetual crisis, in part, results from decades of failure and inability to make
successive generations of Myanmzu‘ militzuy leadership accountable for their crimes committed

against the people of Myanmar.

Generations of Myanmar communities, survivors, and victims are owed Justice. Building on its
work supporting Rohingya access to and engagement with international justice, in 2022, LAW

established its Myanmar programme fOCUSCd on pOSt‘COUp crimes.

Ongoing projects

Through its ongoing work, in Myanmar, LAW supports the documentation of Conflict Related
Sexual Violence, and other human 1‘ights violations and international crimes, and secks to

support and empower survivors in pursuing justice.

About us Accountability & Rule of Law

Transformative Justice
Our Vision
Child Victim Response Database

What we work on

@ =r Equality & GBV

https://legalactionworldwide org/where-we-work/myanmar/ 2/3

Where we work

Globally
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Website of the University of Southern California, Shoah Foundation,
“Collecting Testimonies”, accessed 19 November 2024

Available at:

https://sfi.usc.edu/collecting
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Collecting Testimonies

Since amassing more than 50,000 testimonies of Holocaust survivors during the 1990s, the organization that
became USC Shoah Foundation — The Institute for Visual History and Education continues to collect
testimonies from the Holocaust and other genocides.

The bulk of the 55,000-plus video testimonies stored in the Institute’s Visual History Archive are from
Holocaust survivors and witnesses interviewed between 1994 and 1999. But the Institute in recent years has
been expanding the Archive to include testimonies pertaining to not only the Holocaust, but also other
humanitarian atrocities such as the 1915 Armenian Genocide, the 1937 Nanjing Massacre and the 1994
Rwandan Tutsi Genocide.

When collecting testimonies during its formative years, the organization — then called the Shoah Visual
History Foundation -- devised a methodology that the Institute continues to employ.

Although many recently acquired testimonies have been collected by outside groups that often adhere to
their own interviewing approach, the interviews conducted by USC Shoah Foundation interviewers are
typically carried out using the original technique.

The methodology goes as follows:

One week prior to the interview, the interviewer meets with the survivor or witness to fill out a pre-interview
questionnaire seeking detailed biographical information about the interviewee. During that preliminary
meeting, the interviewer explains the format and prepares the interviewee to think about what he or she
would like to say. The time spent working together on the questionnaire also helps establish a rapport that
carries over to the videotaped interview.

Each interviewee is required to read and sign a release agreement before his or her interview begins. Most
interviews are conducted in the interviewees’ homes and in their language of choice, and cover the
interviewees’ lives before, during, and after the genocidal campaign. At the conclusion of the interview,
interviewees are invited to show photographs and documents as well as to introduce family members. Upon
the completion of every interview, the Institute provides the interviewee with a copy of his or her videotaped
testimony, which average over two hours in length.

The Original Mission

The original mission to collect at least 50,000 interviews was a monumental task. Carrying out the vision of
founder Steven Spielberg, the Shoah Visual History Foundation interviewed Jewish survivors, homosexual
survivors, Jehovah’s Witness survivors, liberators and liberation witnesses, political prisoners, rescuers and
aid providers, Roma and Sinti (Gypsy) survivors, survivors of Eugenics policies, and war crimes trials
participants.

Locating the men and women who would become interviewees required perseverance and sensitivity.
Methods varied by country and included both far-reaching media campaigns and grassroots efforts such as
the distribution of an outreach flier translated into 20 languages along with other forms of local outreach.

Through the process of searching, the Institute came to realize that the challenge of locating interested
survivors and other witnesses was matched by the challenge that cultural differences would pose to the
gathering of testimonies. Some survivors had never been asked—either by family or outsiders—to recount
their experiences during the Holocaust; the Institute and its regional representatives worked locally to
establish relationships of mutual trust and respect.
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Providing interviewees with copies of their testimonies for their private use proved to be the best form of
outreach. Once survivors and other witnesses began to receive their copies, word of mouth became as
powerful as any media campaign.

After developing an interviewing methodology in consultation with Holocaust historians, psychologists, and
experts in the field of oral history, the Institute trained 2,300 interviewer candidates in 24 countries, hired
1,000 videographers, and recruited more than 100 regional coordinators and staff in 34 countries to organize
the interviewing process in their respective regions. Interviewer guidelines and videographer guidelines
ensured that the interviews would be conducted with a consistent approach.

Resource Documents
e Qutreach Flier
* Archive User Manual
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S. Wilkinson, “Standards of Proof in International Humanitarian Law and
Human Rights Fact-Finding and Inquiry Missions”, Geneva Academy of
International Humanitarian Law and Human Rights
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Standards of Proof in International Humanitarian

and Human Rights Fact-Finding and Inquiry

Missions

By Stephen Wilkinson

This research project was undertaken under the auspices of the Geneva Academy of
International Humanitarian aw and Human Rights in close cooperation with Geneva Call.

Stephen Wilkinson led the research at the Geneva Academy of International Humanitarian
Law, assisted by Amélie Larocque, while Jonathan Somer coordinated Geneva Call’s input.
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United Nations in the Field of the Maintenance of International Peace and Security, which says that fact-finding
under the auspices of the United Nations, is:

“agy_activity designed to oblain detailed knowledge of the relevant facts of any dispute or situation which the
competent United Nations organs need in order to exervise effectively their functions in relation to the maintenance of
international peace and security.”[13] (Emphasis added.)

This general and institutionally specific definition has been developed and tailored specifically to cover
human rights and humanitarian fact-finding by both practitioners and academics, and may be read
alongside the definition offered by JN, Agnieszka in the Max Planck Encyclopaedia of Public
International Law on “fact-finding’, who describes it as a dispute settlement mechanism in public
international law.[14] The following definitions from recent research and academic commentary add
precision to what we will broadly classify as “bumanitarian fact-finding”:

T. Frank & S. Faidey (1980

“Invoking broadly recognized normative standards, fact-finders typically examine data, bear testimony, and
consider contexctual circumstances, they also deduce whether normative standards bave been violated and may thus
reach conclusions about conditions, which involves them in making a quasi judicial determination. The fact-
Jinders’ report, given full publicity, serves to clarify misconceptions, absolve or embarrass the investigated party,
influence  public  opinion, and, where appropriate, facilitate further expressions of  community
disapprobation.”[15]

n Internati iohts F:

“For the purposes of these guidelines, fact-finding means a mission or visit mandated by an NGO to ascertain
the relevant facts relating to and elucidating a situation of human rights concern, whether allegedly committed by
state or non-state actors. In many instances this activity will result in a report.”’[16]

Théo B he 1 Advisor EUI rgia-Russia Inquiry (2011):

“A method of ascertaining facts through the evaluation and compilation of various information sources. .. Fact-
Jfinding serves to illuminate the circumstances, causes, consequences and aftermath of an event from a systematic
collection of facts. This can be done to dispel or verify allegations. The contexts, forms, techniques and purposes
of fact-finding vary greatly in international relations.”[17]

To recapitulate in simple terms, for the purposes of this paper, international fact-finding is deemed to
refer to predominately ad hoc investigative mechanisms tasked with ascertaining relevant facts and
information relating to a situation of human rights or humanitarian concern, by means of which it is
determined whether or not the relevant international normative framework has been violated by states
or non-state actors. They are most commonly called “international commissions of inquiry” or ‘fact-finding
missions’ (the acronym FFM will be used hereafter[18]) and will involve the collection of first-hand
information (at the location in question, or by other forms of direct access).

¢ What it is not
While fact-finding may involve many bodies and take many forms, one thing is clear and undisputed:
fact-finding itself is not able or tasked to make authoritative or binding judicial declarations. Its findings

cannot therefore be compared to those made by courts or tribunals. (This point is made in many fact-
finding reports.) FFMs do not, and cannot be expected to apply the same degree of scrutiny or

11
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standard of certainty and it follows that, if the findings of formal criminal processes subsequently
contradict them, this does not of itself invalidate the value or justification of FFM reports.[19]

Fact-Finding must be distinguished not only from “fgp-end’ mechanisms, such as formal judicial
processes and mechanisms of binding legal authority, but from mechanisms at the “/ow-end” of the
enforcement spectrum. Here we are mainly dealing with monitoring and reporting. A possible example
would be the Report of the Secretary General’s Panel of Experts on Accountability in Sri Lanka. In this
case, the panel who themselves openly stated that they were not a fact finding mission, could not be
described as fact-finding, because it did itself directly assess whether human rights standards had been
violated per se.[20] The report predominately assessed the steps Sri Lanka had taken in response to
reports of human rights abuses.[21] Vocally supported by the human rights community, its report called
for a full international inquiry.[22]

b. Importance of fact finding in international relations

Despite some limitations (notably their @4 hoc nature, limited timeframe and non-binding nature), FFMs
serve a clear and necessary function.23] In specific terms, they set out key facts on situations of
international concern; are often the only independent source of information; provide an explicit (if
limited) legal adjudication on state or group behaviour (especially important in a system that lacks a
central mechanism of implementation); identify individuals involved in or responsible for specific
abuses; or are a precursor for formal judicial or reparatory action. The Goldstone Report provides a
good example of the last effect as it led the government of Israel to instigate more than 400
investigations. The Datfur inquiry, was followed by the Secutity Council referring the situation of
Darfur to the International Criminal Court, offers another. While the findings of the FFMs may not be
the only factor leading to subsequent criminal action, they certainly played an important role.

c. Application of general standards in humanitarian fact finding

As we can see from the above, when FFMs make determinations, their weight and significance should
not be downplayed. If FFMs findings are to be credible, they need to be able to stand up to honest and
fair scrutiny, which implies setting clear objective standards to help frame their work and help to ensure
they make accurate, impartial and non-arbitrary findings of fact.

As Frank & Fairly aptly state, “the prospects for fact-finding rest upon a fragile assumption of fairness and credibility
that only a conscious vigilance can sustain”.[24] In consequence, “since the efficacy of fact-finding rests so largely on
credibility, and credibility emanates primarily from manifest integrity of process, sound procedures are not merely desirable
but a functional prerequisite” [25]

Several aspects of process are relevant to the credibility, impartiality and accuracy of a FFM’s work.
They include the terms of reference, the selection of commissioners and staff, the team’s methodology,
the use made of the product, etc.[26] A central component is naturally the procedures employed in the
investigative process which should allow the fact finder to distinguish “between objective facts and slanted
information. ..” [27]One aspect to this is the degree of certainty applied to make any finding of legal fact.

d. Centrality of the Standard of Proof

A “standard of proof”:

“marks a point somewhere along the line between two extremes: a mere conjecture at one end, and absolute
certainty at the other. Proof furnished in support of a particular proposition must meet or surpass this point for

12
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Australia, International Criminal Court (Consequential Amendments) Act 2002,
No. 42, 2002 (extract)

Available at:

http://www7.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdb/au/legis/cth/num_act/iccaa2002543/
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International Criminal Court
(Consequential Amendments) Act 2002

No. 42, 2002

An Act to amend the Criminal Code Act 1995 and

certain other Acts in consequence of the enactment
of the International Criminal Court Act 2002, and
for other purposes

Note: An electronic version of this Act is available in SCALEplus

(http://scaleplus.law.gov.auw/html/comact/browse/TOCN.htm)
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AUSTRALIA 4-"

~B>>

International Criminal Court
(Consequential Amendments) Act 2002

No. 42, 2002

An Act to amend the Criminal Code Act 1995 and
certain other Acts in consequence of the enactment
of the International Criminal Court Act 2002, and
for other purposes

[Assented to 27 June 2002]
The Parliament of Australia enacts:

1 Short title

This Act may be cited as the International Criminal Court
(Consequential Amendments) Act 2002.

International Criminal Court (Consequential Amendments) Act 2002 No. 42, 2002 1
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2 Commencement

(1) Each provision of this Act specified in column 1 of the table
commences, or is taken to have commenced, on the day or at the
time specified in column 2 of the table.

Commencement information

Column 1 Column 2 Column 3
Provision(s) Commencement Date/Details
1. Sections 1to3  The day after this Act receives the Royal 28 June 2002
and anything in Assent

this Act not

elsewhere covered
by this table S

2. Schedules 1to  The day fixed under column 2 of item 2 of 26 September
7 the table in subsection 2(1) of the 2002, (Gazette
International Criminal Court Act 2002 2002, No.
GN38)
Note: This table relates only to the provisions of this Act as originally

passed by the Parliament and assented to. It will not be expanded to
deal with provisions inserted in this Act after assent.

(2) Column 3 of the table is for additional information that is not part
of this Act. This information may be included in any published
version of this Act.

3 Schedule(s)

Each Act that is specified in a Schedule to this Act is amended or
repealed as set out in the applicable items in the Schedule
concerned, and any other item in a Schedule to this Act has effect
according to its terms.

2 International Criminal Court (Consequential Amendments) Act 2002  No. 42, 2002
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Amendment of the Criminal Code Act 1995 Schedule 1

Schedule 1—Amendment of the Criminal Code
Act 1995

1 Chapter 8 of the Schedule to the Criminal Code (heading)
Repeal the heading, substitute:

Chapter 8—Offences against humanity and
related offences

2 The Schedule to the Criminal Code (before Division 270)

Insert:

Division 268—Genocide, crimes against humanity, war
crimes and crimes against the administration of
the justice of the International Criminal Court

Subdivision A—Introductory

268.1 Purpose of Division

(1) The purpose of this Division is to create certain offences that are of
international concern and certain related offences.

(2) It is the Parliament’s intention that the jurisdiction of the
International Criminal Court is to be complementary to the
jurisdiction of Australia with respect to offences in this Division
that are also crimes within the jurisdiction of that Court.

(3) Accordingly, the International Criminal Court Act 2002 does not
affect the primacy of Australia’s right to exercise its jurisdiction
with respect to offences created by this Division that are also
crimes within the jurisdiction of the International Criminal Court.

268.2 Outline of offences
(1) Subdivision B creates offences each of which is called genocide.

(2) Subdivision C creates offences each of which is called a crime
against humanity.

International Criminal Court (Consequential Amendments) Act 2002  No. 42, 2002 3
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Schedule 1 Amendment of the Criminal Code Act 1995

(3) Subdivisions D, E, F, G and H create offences each of which is
called a war crime.

(4) Subdivision J creates offences each of which is called a crime
against the administration of the justice of the International
Criminal Court.

Subdivision B—Genocide

268.3 Genocide by killing

A person (the perpetrator) commits an offence if:
(a) the perpetrator causes the death of one or more persons; and

(b) the person or persons belong to a particular national, ethnical,
racial or religious group; and

(c) the perpetrator intends to destroy, in whole or in part, that
national, ethnical, racial or religious group, as such.

Penalty: Imprisonment for life.

268.4 Genocide by causing serious bodily or mental harm

(1) A person (the perpetrator) commits an offence if:
(a) the perpetrator causes serious bodily or mental harm to one
or more persons; and
(b) the person or persons belong to a particular national, ethnical,
racial or religious group; and

(c) the perpetrator intends to destroy, in whole or in part, that
national, ethnical, racial or religious group, as such.

Penalty: Imprisonment for life.
(2) In subsection (1):

causes serious bodily or mental harm includes, but is not
restricted to, commits acts of torture, rape, sexual violence or
inhuman or degrading treatment.

268.5 Genocide by deliberately inflicting conditions of life calculated
to bring about physical destruction

(1) A person (the perpetrator) commits an offence if:

4 International Criminal Court (Consequential Amendments) Act 2002  No. 42, 2002
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France, Loi no 92-684 du 22 juillet 1992 portant réforme des dispositions du
code pénal relatives a la répression des crimes et délits contre les personnes,
Journal officiel de la République frangaise n°® 169 du 23 juillet 1992, NOR :
JUSX8900010L (Law No. 92-684 of 22 July 1992 reforming the provisions of
the Criminal Code relating to the punishment of crimes and offences against
persons, Official Journal of the Frech Republic No. 169 of 23 July 1992)
(extract)

Available at:

https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/jort/id/JORFTEXT000000540288
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EX Légifrance -
RE PU B LIQU E Le service public de la diffusion du droit
FRANCAISE

Liberté
Egalité
Fraternité

LOI no 92-684 du 22 juillet 1992 portant réforme des dispositions du code pénal
relatives a la répression des crimes et délits contre les personnes (1)

NOR : JUSX8900010L
ery : lid
JORF n°169 du 23 juillet 1992
Intitulé(s) non officiel(s)

> loi antiterroriste
> loi antiterroriste [1992]
> ensemble des lois antiterrorisme et sécurité intérieure

Version initiale
L'Assemblée nationale et le Sénat ont adopté,

Le Président de la République promulgue la loi dont la teneur suit:

Article unique. - Les dispositions du code pénal relatives a la répression des crimes et des délits contre les personnes sont
fixées par le livre Il annexé a la présente loi.

Ces dispositions entreront en vigueur a la date qui sera fixée par la loi relative a |'entrée en vigueur du nouveau code pénal
et a la modification de certaines dispositions de droit pénal et de procédure pénale rendue nécessaire par cette entrée en
vigueur.

ANNEXE

LIVRE Il

DES CRIMES ET DELITS CONTRE LES PERSONNES
TITRE ler
DES CRIMES CONTRE L'HUMANITE

C HAPITRE ler
Du génocide

Art. 211-1.- Constitue un génocide le fait, en exécution d'un plan concerté tendant a la destruction totale ou partielle d'un groupe
national, ethnique, racial ou religieux, ou d'un groupe déterminé a partir de tout autre critére arbitraire, de commettre ou de faire
commettre, a l'encontre de membres de ce groupe, |'un des actes suivants:
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- atteinte volontaire a la vie;

- atteinte grave a l'intégrité physique ou psychique;

- soumission a des conditions d'existence de nature a entrainer la destruction totale ou partielle du groupe;

- mesures visant a entraver les naissances;

- transfert forcé d'enfants.

Le génocide est puni de la réclusion criminelle a perpétuité.

Les deux premiers alinéas de l'article 132-23 relatif a la période de siireté sont applicables au crime prévu par le présent article.

CHAPITREII

Des autres crimes contre ['humanité

Art. 212-1. - La déportation, la réduction en esclavage ou la pratique massive et systématique d'exécutions sommaires,
d'enlévements de personnes suivis de leur disparition, de la torture ou d'actes inhumains, inspirées par des motifs
politiques, philosophiques, raciaux ou religieux et organisées en exécution d'un plan concerté a l'encontre d'un groupe de
population civile sont punies de la réclusion criminelle a perpétuité.

Les deux premiers alinéas de |'article 132-23 relatif a la période de siireté sont applicables aux crimes prévus par le présent
article.

Art. 212-2. - Lorsqu'ils sont commis en temps de guerre en exécution d'un plan concerté contre ceux qui combattent le systéme
idéologique au nom duquel sont perpétrés des crimes contre ['humanité, les actes visés a 'article 212-1 sont punis de la réclusion
criminelle a perpétuité.

Les deux premiers alinéas de l'article 132-23 relatif a la période de siireté sont applicables aux crimes prévus par le présent article.

Art. 212-3. - La participation a un groupement formé ou a une entente établie en vue de la préparation, caractérisée par un ou
plusieurs faits matériels, de l'un des crimes définis par les articles 211-1, 212-1 et 212-2 est punie de la réclusion criminelle a
perpétuité.

Les deux premiers alinéas de 'article 132-23 relatif a la période de siireté sont applicables au crime prévu au présent article.

CHAPITRE Il

Dispositions communes

Art. 213-1. - Les personnes physiques coupables des infractions prévues par le présent titre encourent également les peines
suivantes:

1o L'interdiction des droits civiques, civils et de famille, selon les modalités prévues par 'article 131-26;
20 L'interdiction d'exercer une fonction publique, selon les modalités prévues par l'article 131-27;

3o L'interdiction de séjour, selon les modalités prévues par l'article 131-31;

40 La confiscation de tout ou partie de leurs biens.

Art. 213-2. - L'interdiction du territoire frangais peut étre prononcée dans les conditions prévues par l'article 131-30, soit a titre
définitif, soit pour une durée de dix ans au plus, a l'encontre de tout étranger coupable de l'une des infractions définies au présent
titre. Les exceptions prévues aux 1o a 4o de l'article 131-30 ne sont pas applicables.

Art. 213-3. - Les personnes morales peuvent étre déclarées responsables pénalement de crimes contre 'humanité dans les
conditions prévues par l'article 121-2.

Les peines encourues par les personnes morales sont:

1o Les peines mentionnées a l'article 131-39;

20 La confiscation de tout ou partie de leurs biens.
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Germany, Grundgesetz (Basic Law), Article 44 (4)

Available at:

https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/englisch_gg/englisch_gg.html
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11/5/24, 1:57 AM Basic Law for the Federal Republic of Germany

—

* Federal Ministry ~ Federal Office
of Justice of Justice

Ubersetzung durch Professor Christian Tomuschat, Professor David P. Currie, Professor Donald P. Kommers
und Raymond Kerr, in Kooperation mit dem Sprachendienst des Deutschen Bundestages

Translated by Professor Christian Tomuschat, Professor David P. Currie, Professor Donald P. Kommers and
Raymond Kerr, in cooperation with the Language Service of the German Bundestag

Stand: Die Ubersetzung beriicksichtigt die Anderung(en) des Gesetzes durch das Gesetz vom 19. Dezember
2022 (BGBI. | S. 2478)

Version information: The translation includes the amendment(s) to the Act by the Act of 19 December 2022
(Federal Law Gazette | p. 2478)

Zur Nutzung dieser Ubersetzung lesen Sie bitte den Hinweis unter "Translations".

For conditions governing use of this translation, please see the information provided under "Translations".

Basic Law for the Federal Republic of Germany

Full citation: Basic Law for the Federal Republic of Germany in the revised version published in the Federal
Law Gazette Part Ill, classification number 100-1, as last amended by the Act of 19 December 2022 (Federal
Law Gazette | p. 2478).

The Parliamentary Council, meeting in public session at Bonn am Rhein on 23 May 1949, confirmed that the
Basic Law for the Federal Republic of Germany, which was adopted by the Parliamentary Council on 8 May

1949, was ratified in the week of 16 to 22 May 1949 by the parliaments of more than two thirds of the
participating German Lénder.

By virtue of this fact the Parliamentary Council, represented by its Presidents, has signed and promulgated the
Basic Law.

The Basic Law is hereby published in the Federal Law Gazette pursuant to paragraph (3) of Article 145.
table of contents

Preamble
Conscious of their responsibility before God and man,

Inspired by the determination to promote world peace as an equal partner in a united Europe, the German
people, in the exercise of their constituent power, have adopted this Basic Law.

Germans in the Lander of Baden-Wirttemberg, Bavaria, Berlin, Brandenburg, Bremen, Hamburg, Hesse, Lower
Saxony, Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania, North Rhine-Westphalia, Rhineland-Palatinate, Saarland, Saxony,
Saxony-Anhalt, Schleswig-Holstein and Thuringia have achieved the unity and freedom of Germany in free self-
determination. This Basic Law thus applies to the entire German people.

table of contents
I. Basic Rights
table of contents

Article 1
[Human dignity — Human rights — Legally binding force of basic rights]

(1) Human dignity shall be inviolable. To respect and protect it shall be the duty of all state authority.

hitps://www. gesetze-im-internet.de/englisch_gg/englisch_gg.html 1/51
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Article 39
[Electoral term — Convening]

(1) Save the following provisions, the Bundestag shall be elected for four years. Its term shall end when a new
Bundestag convenes. New elections shall be held no sooner than forty-six months and no later than forty-eight

months after the electoral term begins. If the Bundestag is dissolved, new elections shall be held within sixty
days.

(2) The Bundestag shall convene no later than the thirtieth day after the elections.

(3) The Bundestag shall determine when its sessions shall be adjourned and resumed. The President of the
Bundestag may convene it at an earlier date. He shall be obliged to do so if one third of the Members, the
Federal President or the Federal Chancellor so demand.

table of contents

Article 40
[Presidency — Rules of procedure]

(1) The Bundestag shall elect its President, Vice-Presidents and secretaries. It shall adopt rules of procedure.

(2) The President shall exercise proprietary and police powers in the Bundestag building. No search or seizure
may take place on the premises of the Bundestag without his permission.

table of contents

Article 41
[Scrutiny of elections]

(1) Scrutiny of elections shall be the responsibility of the Bundestag. It shall also decide whether a Member has
lost his seat.

(2) Complaints against such decisions of the Bundestag may be lodged with the Federal Constitutional Court.
(3) Details shall be regulated by a federal law.
table of contents

Article 42
[Public sittings — Majority decisions]

(1) Sittings of the Bundestag shall be public. On the motion of one tenth of its Members, or on the motion of the
Federal Government, a decision to exclude the public may be taken by a two-thirds majority. The motion shall
be voted upon at a sitting not open to the public.

(2) Decisions of the Bundestag shall require a majority of the votes cast unless this Basic Law otherwise
provides. The rules of procedure may permit exceptions with respect to elections to be conducted by the
Bundestag.

(3) Truthful reports of public sittings of the Bundestag and of its committees shall not give rise to any liability.
table of contents

Article 43
[Right to require presence, right of access and right to be heard]

(1) The Bundestag and its committees may require the presence of any member of the Federal Government.

(2) The members of the Bundesrat and of the Federal Government as well as their representatives may attend
all sittings of the Bundestag and meetings of its committees. They shall have the right to be heard at any time.

table of contents

Article 44
[Committees of inquiry]

(1) The Bundestag shall have the right, and on the motion of one quarter of its Members the duty, to establish a
committee of inquiry, which shall take the requisite evidence at public hearings. The public may be excluded.

(2) The rules of criminal procedure shall apply, mutatis mutandis, to the taking of evidence. The privacy of
correspondence, posts and telecommunications shall not be affected.

(3) Courts and administrative authorities shall be required to provide legal and administrative assistance.
hitps://www. gesetze-im-internet.de/englisch_gg/englisch_gg.html 12/51
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(4) The decisions of committees of inquiry shall not be subject to judicial review. The courts shall be free to
evaluate and rule upon the facts that were the subject of the investigation.

fable of contents

Article 45
[Committee on the European Union]

The Bundestag shall appoint a Committee on European Union Affairs. It may authorise the committee to
exercise the rights of the Bundestag under Article 23 vis-a-vis the Federal Government. It may also empower it
to exercise the rights granted to the Bundestag under the contractual foundations of the European Union.

table of contents

Article 45a
[Committees on Foreign Affairs and Defence]

(1) The Bundestag shall appoint a Committee on Foreign Affairs and a Defence Committee.

(2) The Defence Committee shall also have the powers of a committee of inquiry. On the motion of one quarter
of its members it shall have the duty to make a specific matter the subject of inquiry.

(3) Paragraph (1) of Article 44 shall not apply to defence matters.
table of contents

Article 45b
[Parliamentary Commissioner for the Armed Forces]

A Parliamentary Commissioner for the Armed Forces shall be appointed to safeguard basic rights and to assist
the Bundestag in exercising parliamentary oversight. Details shall be regulated by a federal law.

table of contents

Article 45¢
[Petitions Committee]

(1) The Bundestag shall appoint a Petitions Committee to deal with requests and complaints addressed to the
Bundestag pursuant to Article 17.

(2) The powers of the Committee to consider complaints shall be regulated by a federal law.
table of contents

Article 45d
Parliamentary Oversight Panel

(1) The Bundestag shall appoint a panel to oversee the intelligence activities of the Federation.
(2) Details shall be regulated by a federal law.

fable of contents

Article 46
[Immunities of Members]

(1) At no time may a Member be subjected to court proceedings or disciplinary action or otherwise called to
account outside the Bundestag for a vote cast or a remark made by him in the Bundestag or in any of its
committees. This provision shall not apply to defamatory insults.

(2) A Member may not be called to account or arrested for a punishable offence without permission of the
Bundestag unless he is apprehended while committing the offence or in the course of the following day.

(3) The permission of the Bundestag shall also be required for any other restriction of a Member’s freedom of
the person or for the initiation of proceedings against a Member under Article 18.

(4) Any criminal proceedings or any proceedings under Article 18 against a Member and any detention or other
restriction of the freedom of his person shall be suspended at the demand of the Bundestag.

table of contents

Article 47
[Right of refusal to give evidence]

hitps://www. gesetze-im-internet.de/englisch_gg/englisch_gg.html 13/51
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Ein Service des Bundesministeriums der Justiz sowie des Bundesamts fiir
Justiz — www.gesetze-im-internet.de

Grundgesetz fur die Bundesrepublik Deutschland
GG

Ausfertigungsdatum: 23.05.1949

Vollzitat:

"Grundgesetz fiir die Bundesrepublik Deutschland in der im Bundesgesetzblatt Teil lll, Gliederungsnummer 100-
1, veroffentlichten bereinigten Fassung, das zuletzt durch Artikel 1 des Gesetzes vom 19. Dezember 2022 (BGBI.
I S. 2478) geandert worden ist"

Stand: Zuletzt gedndert durch Art. 1 G v. 19.12.2022 | 2478

FuBnote

(+++ Textnachweis Geltung ab: 14.12.1976 +++)
(+++ MaBgaben aufgrund des EinigVtr vgl. GG Anhang EV +++)

Eingangsformel

Der Parlamentarische Rat hat am 23. Mai 1949 in Bonn am Rhein in 6ffentlicher Sitzung festgestellt, da

das am 8. Mai des Jahres 1949 vom Parlamentarischen Rat beschlossene Grundgesetz fir die
Bundesrepublik Deutschland in der Woche vom 16. bis 22. Mai 1949 durch die Volksvertretungen von
mehr als Zweidritteln der beteiligten deutschen Ldnder angenommen worden ist.

Auf Grund dieser Feststellung hat der Parlamentarische Rat, vertreten durch seine Prasidenten, das Grundgesetz
ausgefertigt und verkiindet.

Das Grundgesetz wird hiermit gemaR Artikel 145 Abs. 3 im Bundesgesetzblatt verdffentlicht:

Praambel

Im BewulRtsein seiner Verantwortung vor Gott und den Menschen,

von dem Willen beseelt, als gleichberechtigtes Glied in einem vereinten Europa
dem Frieden der Welt zu dienen, hat sich das Deutsche Volk kraft seiner
verfassungsgebenden Gewalt dieses Grundgesetz gegeben.

Die Deutschen in den Landern Baden-Wirttemberg, Bayern, Berlin, Brandenburg,
Bremen, Hamburg, Hessen, Mecklenburg-Vorpommern, Niedersachsen,
Nordrhein-Westfalen, Rheinland-Pfalz, Saarland, Sachsen, Sachsen-Anhalt,
Schleswig-Holstein und Thiringen haben in freier Selbstbestimmung die Einheit
und Freiheit Deutschlands vollendet. Damit gilt dieses Grundgesetz fur das
gesamte Deutsche Volk.

l.
Die Grundrechte

Artl

(1) Die Wirde des Menschen ist unantastbar. Sie zu achten und zu schitzen ist Verpflichtung aller staatlichen
Gewalt.

(2) Das Deutsche Volk bekennt sich darum zu unverletzlichen und unverauBerlichen Menschenrechten als
Grundlage jeder menschlichen Gemeinschaft, des Friedens und der Gerechtigkeit in der Welt.

(3) Die nachfolgenden Grundrechte binden Gesetzgebung, vollziehende Gewalt und Rechtsprechung als
unmittelbar geltendes Recht.

Art 2

- Seite 1 von 51 -
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Art 40

(1) Der Bundestag wahlt seinen Prasidenten, dessen Stellvertreter und die Schriftfiihrer. Er gibt sich eine
Geschaftsordnung.

(2) Der Prasident Ubt das Hausrecht und die Polizeigewalt im Gebaude des Bundestages aus. Ohne seine
Genehmigung darf in den Raumen des Bundestages keine Durchsuchung oder Beschlagnahme stattfinden.

Art 41

(1) Die Wahlprifung ist Sache des Bundestages. Er entscheidet auch, ob ein Abgeordneter des Bundestages die
Mitgliedschaft verloren hat.

(2) Gegen die Entscheidung des Bundestages ist die Beschwerde an das Bundesverfassungsgericht zulassig.

(3) Das Nahere regelt ein Bundesgesetz.

Art 42

(1) Der Bundestag verhandelt 6ffentlich. Auf Antrag eines Zehntels seiner Mitglieder oder auf Antrag der
Bundesregierung kann mit Zweidrittelmehrheit die Offentlichkeit ausgeschlossen werden. Uber den Antrag wird
in nichtoffentlicher Sitzung entschieden.

(2) Zu einem Beschlusse des Bundestages ist die Mehrheit der abgegebenen Stimmen erforderlich, soweit
dieses Grundgesetz nichts anderes bestimmt. Fir die vom Bundestage vorzunehmenden Wahlen kann die
Geschaftsordnung Ausnahmen zulassen.

(3) Wahrheitsgetreue Berichte Uber die 6ffentlichen Sitzungen des Bundestages und seiner Ausschisse bleiben
von jeder Verantwortlichkeit frei.

Art 43

(1) Der Bundestag und seine Ausschiisse konnen die Anwesenheit jedes Mitgliedes der Bundesregierung
verlangen.

(2) Die Mitglieder des Bundesrates und der Bundesregierung sowie ihre Beauftragten haben zu allen Sitzungen
des Bundestages und seiner Ausschisse Zutritt. Sie missen jederzeit gehort werden.

Art 44

(1) Der Bundestag hat das Recht und auf Antrag eines Viertels seiner Mitglieder die Pflicht, einen
UntersuchungsausschuB einzusetzen, der in 6ffentlicher Verhandlung die erforderlichen Beweise erhebt. Die
Offentlichkeit kann ausgeschlossen werden.

(2) Auf Beweiserhebungen finden die Vorschriften GUber den StrafprozeR sinngemaR Anwendung. Das Brief-, Post-
und Fernmeldegeheimnis bleibt unberihrt.

(3) Gerichte und Verwaltungsbehérden sind zur Rechts- und Amtshilfe verpflichtet.

(4) Die Beschllsse der Untersuchungsausschiisse sind der richterlichen Erérterung entzogen. In der Wirdigung
und Beurteilung des der Untersuchung zugrunde liegenden Sachverhaltes sind die Gerichte frei.

Art 45
Der Bundestag bestellt einen AusschuB fiir die Angelegenheiten der Europaischen Union. Er kann ihn
ermachtigen, die Rechte des Bundestages gemaR Artikel 23 gegeniiber der Bundesregierung wahrzunehmen. Er

kann ihn auch ermachtigen, die Rechte wahrzunehmen, die dem Bundestag in den vertraglichen Grundlagen der
Europaischen Union eingeraumt sind.

Art 45a

(1) Der Bundestag bestellt einen Ausschul® fir auswartige Angelegenheiten und einen AusschuB fiir Verteidigung.

- Seite 12 von 51 -
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Sierra Leone, The Citizenship Act of 1973 (with amendments)

Available at:

https://www.refworld.org/legal/legislation/natlegbod/2017/en/20479

https://www.parliament.gov.sl/uploads/bill_files/The%20Citizenship%20(Amen
dt)%20Act,%202017.pdf

https://www.sierra-leone.org/Laws/2006-11.pdf
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Sierra Leone:
The Citizenship Act of 1973

PART | - PRELIMINARY
1. Interpretation

(1)In this Act, unless a contrary intention appears-
"Act" means Act of Parliament;

"alien" means a person who is not a Commonwealth citizen or a

citizen of the Republic of Ireland;

"certificate of naturalisation" means a certificate of naturalisation

granted under this Act;

"Commonwealth" means the Commonwealth as defined in
subsection (3) of section 12 of this Act, and any dependency of

any country names therein;
"father" includes a natural, but not an adoptive father;

"foreign country” means a country (other than the Republic of

Ireland) that is not part of the Commonwealth;

"the Minister" means the member of Cabinet charged with

responsibility for matters relating to citizenship;

"person of negro African descent" means a person whose father

and father's father are or were negroes of African origin;

lof18
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"Sierra Leone Consulate" means an office of a consular officer of
the Government of Sierra Leone or any other office as may be

prescribed for the purposes of this Act;

(2)For the purpose of this Act, a person born aboard a registered
or unregistered ship or aircraft of the Government of any country
shall be deemed to have been born in the place in which the ship

or aircraft was registered or, as the case may be, in that country.

(3)A person shall, for the purpose of this Act, be of full age if he
has attained the age of twenty-one years, and of full capacity if

he is not of unsound mind.

(4)A person shall be deemed not to have attained a given age
until the commencement of the relevant anniversary of the day of
his birth.

PART Il - CITIZENSHIP BY BIRTH
2. Citizenship by birth

Every person who, having been born in Sierra Leone before the
nineteenth day of April, 1971, or who was resident in Sierra
Leone on the eighteenth day of April, 1971, and not the subject of
any other State shall, on the nineteenth day of April, 1971, be

deemed tobe a citizen of Sierra Leone by birth:
Provided that-
(a)his father or his grandfather was born in Sierra Leone; and

(b)he is a person of negro African descent;
3. Citizenship by birth in Sierra Leone

Every person born in Sierra Leone on or after the nineteenth day

of April, 1971, in the circumstances set out in section 2, shall be

20f18
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deemed to be a citizen of Sierra Leone by birth.
4. Citizenship by birth outside Sierra Leone

Every person born or resident outside Sierra Leone on or before
the eighteenth day of April, 1971, and who, but for such birth or
residence outside Sierra Leone would be a citizen of Sierra
Leone by virtue of section 2, shall, on the nineteenth day of April

1971, be deemed to be a citizen of Sierra Leone by birth.
5. Citizenship by descent

Every person born outside Sierra Leone on or after the
nineteenth day of April 1971, of a father who was or would but for
his death have been a citizen of Sierra Leone by virtue of

sections 2, 3 and 4, is a citizen of Sierra Leone by birth.
6. Other category of citizenship

Every person whose mother is or was a citizen of Sierra Leone
by virtue of sections 2,3, 4 and 5 and who does not or did not
acquire the citizenship of another State shall be deemed to be a

citizen of Sierra Leone by birth.
PART Ill - CITIZENSHIP BY NATURALIZATION
7. Citizenship by naturalization of married women

Every woman who is not a Sierra Leonean and who is or has
been married to a Sierra Leone citizen, may, on application being
made by her in the manner prescribed, be granted a certificate of
naturalization.

8. Citizenship by naturalization of other persons

30f18
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(1)Every person of negro African descent born in Sierra Leone
after the eighteenth day of April, 1971, may on application being
made by him in the manner prescribed, be granted a certificate of

naturalization:

Provided that a person shall not be granted a certificate by virtue
of this section if at the time of his birth -

(a)neither of his parents was a citizen of Sierra Leone and his
father possessed such immunity from suit and legal process as is
accorded to an envoy of a foreign sovereign power accredited to

Sierra Leone; or

(b)his father was an enemy alien and the birth occurred in a

place then under occupation of the enemy.

(2)Every person of full age and capacity, either of whose parents
is a person of negro African descent who is resident in Sierra
Leone and has been continuously so resident for a period of not
less than eight years may, on application in the prescribed
manner being made by him that he is qualified for naturalization
under the Second Schedule, be granted a certificate of
naturalization.

(3)Every person of full age and capacity, neither of whose
parents is a person of negro African descent, who is resident in
Sierra Leone and has been continously so resident for a period of
not less than fifteen years may, on application being made by him
in the manner prescribed, be granted a certificate of
naturalization if he satisfies the Minister that he is qualified for
naturalization under the provisions set forth in the Third
Schedule.

(4)Any person under the age of twenty-one years -

(a)whose father or mother was a citizen of Sierra Leone by

40f18
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United Kingdom, British Nationality and Status of Aliens Act 1922, section 1,
amending the British Nationality and Status of Aliens Act 1914, section 1
(extract)

Available at:

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1922/44/pdfs/ukpga 19220044 en.pdf
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[12 & 18 GEo. 5.] British Nationalily and [Cn. 44.]
Status of Aliens Act, 1922.

CHAPTER 44.

An Act to amend the British Nationality and Status
of Aliens Acts, 1914 and 1918, as respects the
acquisition of British nationality by persons
born out of His Majesty’s Dominions.

[4th August 1922.]

E it enacted by the King’s most Excellent Majesty,
by and with the advice and consent of the Lords
Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present

Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows :—

1. Section one of the principal Act (which contains
the definition of a natural-born British subject) shall be
amended as follows :—

(1) The following paragraph shall be substituted for
paragraph (&) of subsection (1) :—

“(d) Any person born out of His Majesty’s

dominions whose father was, at the time of

that person’s birth, a British subject, and who

fulfils any of the following conditions, that is
to say, if either—

“(i) his father was born within His
Majesty’s allegiance ; or

““(ii) his father was a person to whom a

certificate of naturalization had been granted ;
or

“(iii) his father had become a British

subject by reason of any annexation of
territory; or

1
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[Cu. 44.] British Nationality and [12 & 13 GEo. 5.]
‘Status of Aliens Act, 1922.

AD, 1922. “(iv) his father was at the time of that
- person’s birth in the service of the Crown; or

“(v) his birth was registered at a British
consulate within one year or in special cir-
cumstances, with the consent of the Secretary
of State, two years after its occurrence; or, in
the case of a person born on or after the first
day of January, nineteen hundred and fifteen,
who would have been a British subject if born
before that date, within twelve months after
the first day of August, nineteen hundred and
twenty-two; and”

(2) The following shall be inserted at the end of
subsection (1) :

“Provided also that any person whose British
nationality is conditional upon registration at
a British consulate shall cease to be a British
subject unless within one year after he attains
the age of twenty-one, or within such extended
period as may be authorised in special cases
by regulations made under this Act—

“ (i) he asserts his British nationality
by a declaration of retention of British
nationality, registered in such manner as
may be prescribed by regulations made
under this Act; and

“(ii) if he is a subject or citizen of a
foreign country under the law of which he
can, at the time of asserting his British
nationality, divest himself of the nationality
of that foreign country by making a declara-
tion of alienage or otherwise, he divests
himself of such nationality accordingly.”

Consequen- 2. At the end of subsection (1) of section twenty-
sial amend-  goven of the principal Act, the following words shall be
ment. inserted :—

“The expression °British Consulate’ means the
office of any British consular officer where a
register of births is kept, and includes, in the case
of any territory where there is no British Con-
sulate and there is a British resident or other
representative of His Majesty, the office of such
resident or representative.”

2
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Status: This is the original version (as it was originally enacted).

British Nationality and
Status of Aliens Act 1914

1914 CHAPTER 17

PART I

NATURAL-BORN BRITISH SUBJECTS

Definition of natural-born British subject

(1) The following persons shall be deemed to be natural-born British subjects, namely :—
(a) Any person born within His Majesty's dominions and allegiance; and
(b) Any person born out of His Majesty's dominions whose father was, at the time
of that person's birth, a British subject, and who fulfils any of the following
conditions, that is to say, if either—
(i) his father was born within His Majesty's allegiance; or
(ii) his father was a person to whom a certificate of naturalization had
been granted; or
(iii) his father had become a British subject by reason of any annexation
of territory; or
(iv) his father was at the time of that person's birth in the service of the
Crown; or
(v) his birth was registered at a British consulate within one year or in
special circumstances, with the consent of the Secretary of State, two
years after its occurrence, or, in the case of a person born on or after
the first day of January, nineteen hundred and fifteen, who would have
been a British subject if born before that date, within twelve months
after the first day of August, nineteen hundred and twenty-two; and
(c) Any person born on board a British ship whether in foreign territorial waters
or not:

Provided that the child of a British subject, whether that child was born before or
after the passing of this Act, shall be deemed to have been born within His Majesty's
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British Nationality and Status of Aliens Act 1914 (c. 17)
PART I — Natural-born British Subjects
Document Generated: 2024-02-08

Status: This is the original version (as it was originally enacted).

allegiance if born in a place where by treaty, capitulation, grant, usage, sufferance, or
other lawful means, His Majesty exercises jurisdiction over British subjects:

Provided also that any person whose British nationality is conditional upon registration
at a British consulate shall cease to be a British subject unless within one year after he
attains the age of twenty-one, or within such extended period as may be authorised in
special cases by regulations made under this Act—

(i) he asserts his British nationality by a declaration of retention of British
nationality, registered in such manner as may be prescribed by regulations
made under this Act; and

(ii) if he is a subject or citizen of a foreign country under the law of which he can,
at the time of asserting his British nationality, divest himself of the nationality
of that foreign country by making a declaration of alienage or otherwise, he
divests himself of such nationality accordingly

(2) A person born on board a foreign ship shall not be deemed to be a British subject by
reason only that the ship was in British territorial waters at the time of his birth.

(3) Nothing in this section shall, except as otherwise expressly provided, affect the status
of any person born before the commencement of this Act.

(4) The certificate of a Secretary of State that a person was at any date in the service of
the Crown shall, for the purposes of this section, be conclusive.
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United Kingdom, Burma Independence Act 1947 (extract)

Available at:

https://digitalrepository.trincoll.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1277 &context=
eastbooks
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11 GEO. 6. Burma Independence Cu. 3.
Act, 1947.

CHAPTER 3.

- An Act to provide for the independence of Burma as
a country not within His Majesty’s dominions and
not entitled to His Majesty’s protection, and for
consequential and connected matters. . :
[Toth December 1947.]

BE it enacted by the King’s most Excellent Majesty, by and

with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and
Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled,
. and by the authority of the same, as follows :—

- 1—(1) On the appointed day, Burma shall become an Independence
independent country, neither forming part of His Majesty’s of Burma.
dominions nor entitled to His Majesty’s protection. :

(2) In this Act, the expression “the appointed day " means
the fourth day of January, nineteen hundred agd forty-eight. -

(3) The suzerainty of His Majesty over the part of Burma
known as the Karenni States shall lapse as from the appointed
day, and with it all treaties and agreements in force between His
Majesty and the rulers of the Karenni States, all functions exer-
cisable by His Majesty with respect to the Karenni States,
all obligations of His Majesty towards the Karenni States or the
rulers thereof, and all powers, rights, authority or jurisdiction
exercisable by His Majesty in or in relation to the Karenni
States by treaty, grant, usage, sufferance or otherwise.

2.—(1) Subject to the provisions of this section, the persons Certain
specified in the Firg Schedule to this Act, being British sybjects persons to
immediately before*the appointed day, shall on that dayjcease cease to be

g s British
to be British subjects :[~ TRINI;Y COLLEGE LIBRARY : subjects.
FORIVED .
JUL.1 1948
HARTFORD. CONN.

Tosie gt b : ab | =
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Cu. 3. Burma Independence 11 GEo. 6.
Act, 1947.

Provided that a woman who immediately before the appointed
day is the wife of a British subject shall not cease by virtue of this
-subsection to be a British subject unless her husband ceases by
virtue of this subsection to be a British subject.

(2) A person who by virtue of subsection (1) of this section
ceases to be a British subject on the appointed day and is
immediately before that day domiciled or ordinarily resident in
either—

(@) any part of the United Kingdom ;

(b) any of the Channel Islands ;

(c) the Isle of Man ;

(d) Newfoundland ;

(¢) any colony ;

(f) any territory in respect of which a mandate from the
League of Nations was accepted by His Majesty, being
a territory under the sole administration of His Majesty’s
Government in the United Kingdom ;

(¢) any territory administered under the trusteeship system
of the United Nations, being a territory under the sole
administration of His Majesty’s Government in the
United Kingdom ;

(k) any British protectorate ;

(#) any British protected state outside Burma ; or

(k) any other place outside Burma in which, by treaty, capit-
ulation, grant, usage, sufferance or other lawful means,
His Majesty has jurisdiction over British subjects,

may, by a declaration made before the expiration of the two years
beginning with the appointed day to such person and in such
manner as may be prescribed, elect to remain a British subject,
and if he so elects, the provisions of subsection (1) of this section
(including the proviso thereto) shall be deemed never to have
applied to or in relation to him or, except so far as the declaration
otherwise provides, any child of his who is under the age of
eighteen years at the date of the declaration :

Provided that a declaration under this subsection shall be of

‘mno effect unless it is registered in the prescribed manner in

pursuance of an application made within, or within the prescribed
period after the expiration of, the said two years.

In this subsection, the expression ‘ prescribed” means
prescribed by regulations of the Secretary of State or of such
‘Government, authority or person as may be authorised in that
behalf by the Secretary of State, and different provision may be
made under this subsection for different classes of cases.

(3) A person who by virtue of subsection (1) of this section
ceases to be a British subject on the appointed day, not being
such a person as is mentioned in subsection (2) of this section,
shall, if on that day he neither becomes, nor becomes qualified

2
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Cn. 3. Burma Independence 11 GEO. 6.
Act, 1947.

SCHEDULES.

Section 2. ~ FIRST SCHEDULE.

PERSONS WHO CEASE TO BE BRITISH SUBJECTS.

1. The persons who, being British subjects immediately before the
appointed day, are, subject to the provisions of section two of this
Act, to cease on that day to be British subjects are the following
persons, that is to say—

(@) persons who were born in Burma or whose father or paternal
grandfather was born in Burma, not being persons excepted
by paragraph 2 of this Schedule from the operation of this
sub-paragraph ; and

(b) women who were aliens at birth and became British subjects
by reason only of their matriage to any such person as is
specified in sub-paragraph (a) of this paragraph.

2.—(x) A person shall be deemed to be excepted from the operation
of sub-paragraph (a) of paragraph 1 of this Schedule if he or his father
or his paternal grandfather was born outside Burma in a place which, '
at the time of the birth,—

(@) was within His Majesty’s dominions, was a British protectorate
was a British protected state, was a territory in respect of
which a mandate from the League of Nations had been
accepted by His Majesty and which was under the administra-
tion of the Government of any part of His Majesty’s dominions
or was a territory under the trusteeship system of the United
Nations which was under the administration of the Govern-
ment of any part of His Majesty’s dominions ; or

(b) was a place where, by treaty, capitulation, grant, usage,
sufferance or other lawful means, His Majesty had jurisdiction
over British subjects :

' Provided that a person shall not be excepted under this sub-
paragraph from the operation of the said sub-paragraph (4) by virtue
of the place of 'birth of his father or paternal grandfather unless his
father or, as the case may be, his paternal grandfather, was at some
time before the appointed day a British subject.

(2) A person shall also be deemed to be excepted from the operation
of the said sub-paragraph (a) if he or his father or his-paternal grand-
father became a British subject by naturalisation or by annexation
of any territory which is outside Burma.

e (3) Where, in putsuance of the British Nationality and Status of
: ,.;:' *3  Aliens Act, 1914, the name of a child has been included in a certificate
of naturalisation granted to his parent, or where, in pursuance of any
Act repealed by that Act, any child has been deemed to be a naturalised
British subject by reason of residence with his parent, that child
shall, for the purposes of this paragraph, be deemed to have become

a British subject by naturalisation.

3. For the purposes of this Schedule, a person born in a ship, other
than an unregistered ship, shall be deemed to have been born in the
country in which the ship was reg15tered

4. In this Schedule the expression “ Burma " means the territories
which, immediately before the appointed day, were included in Burma.

6
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United Kingdom, International Criminal Court Act 2001 (extract)

Available at:

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2001/17/contents
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26 International Crintinal Court Act 2001 (c. 17)
Part4 = Enforcement of sentences angd orders

(6) 'Lhe regulations may provide that the reasonable costs of and incidental to the
registration and enforcement of an order are recoverable as if they were sums
recoverable under the order.

(7) Regulations under this section—
(@ may make different provision for different kinds of order, and
(b) shall be made by statutory instrument which shall be subject to
annulment in pursuance of a resolution of either House of Parliament.

PART 5

OFFENCES UNDER DOMESTIC LAW
Introduction

50  Meaning of “genocide”, “crime against humanity” and “war crime”
(1) In this Part—
“genocide” means an act of genocide as defined in article 6,
“crime against humanity” means a crime against humanity as defined in
article 7, and
“war crime” means a war crime as defined in article 8.2.

(2) Ininterpreting and applying the provisions of those articles the court shall take
into account—
(@) any relevant Elements of Crimes adopted in accordance with article 9,
and
(b) until such time as Elements of Crimes are adopted under that article,
any relevant Elements of Crimes contained in the report of the
Preparatory Commission for the International Criminal Court adopted
on 30th June 2000.

(3) The Secretary of State shall set out in regulations the text of the Elements of
Crimes referred to in subsection (2), as amended from time to time.

The regulations shall be made by statutory instrument which shall be laid
before Parliament after being made.

(4) The articles referred to in subsection (1) shall for the purposes of this Part be
construed subject to and in accordance with any relevant reservation or
declaration made by the United Kingdom when ratifying any treaty or
agreement relevant to the interpretation of those articles.

Her Majesty may by Order in Council—

(a) certify that such a reservation or declaration has been made and the
terms in which it was made;

(b) if any such reservation or declaration is withdrawn (in whole or part),
certify that fact and revoke or amend any Order in Council containing
the terms of that reservation or declaratior.

(5) In interpreting and applyli‘najgl the provisions of the articles referred to in
subsection (1) the court s take into account any relevant judgment or
decision of the 1CC,

Account may also be taken of any other relevant international jurisprudence.
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Part 5 = Offences under domestic law

(6) 'Lherelevant provisions of the articles of the ICC Statute referred to this section
are set out in Schedule B to this Act.

No account shall be taken for the purposes of this Part of any provision of those
articles omitted from the text set out in that Schedule.

England and Wales

51  Genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes

(1) Ttis an offence against the Taw of England and Wales for a person to cowuunit
genocide, a crime against humanity or a war crime.
(2) This section applies to acts committed —
(@) inEngland or Wales, or
(b) outside the United Kingdom by a United Kingdom national, a United
Kingdom resident or a person subject to UK service jurisdiction.

52  Conduct ancillary to genocide, etc. committed outside jurisdiction
(1) ltisan offence against the law of England and Wales for a person to engage in
conduct ancillary to an act to which this section applies.
(2) This section applies to an act that if committed in England or Wales would
constitute—
(@ an offence under section 51 (genocide, crime against humanity or war
crime), or
(b) an offence under this section,
but which, being committed (or intended to be committed) outside England
and Wales, does not constitute such an offence.

(3) The reference in subsection (1) to conduct ancillary to such an act is to conduct
that would constitute an ancillary offence in relation to that act if the act were
committed in England or Wales.

(4) This section applies where the conduct in question consists of or includes an
act committed —

(@) inEngland or Wales, or
(b) outside the United Kingdom by a United Kingdom national, a United
Kingdom resident or a person subject to UK service jurisdiction.

53  Trial and punishment of main offences

(1) The following provisions apply in relation to—
(@) offences under section 51 (genocide, crimes against humanity and war
crimes),
(b) offences under section 52 (conduct ancillary to genocide, etc.
committed outside jurisdiction), and
(c) offences ancillary to an offence within paragraph (a) or (b) above.

(2» The offence is triable only on indictment.

(3) Proceedings for an offence shall not be instituted except by or with the consent
of the Attorney General.

182



Annex 180

United Kingdom, Scotland, International Criminal Court (Scotland) Act 2001
(extract)

Available at:

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2001/13/contents
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International Criminal Court (Scotland) Act 2001 (asp 13) 1
Part I—Offences

International Criminal Court (Scotland) Act

2001

2001 asp 13

The Bill for this Act of the Scottish Parliament was passed by the Parliament on 13th
September 2001 and received Royal Assent on 24th September 2001

An Act of the Scottish Parliament to make provision for offences under the law of Scotland
corresponding to offences within the jurisdiction of the International Criminal Court; to enable
assistance to be provided to that court in relation to investigations and prosecutions; to make
provision in relation to the enforcement of sentences and orders of that court; and for connected
purposes.

(M

2

3)
“)

&)

(6)

PARrT 1
OFFENCES

Offences

Genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes

It shall be an offence for a person to commit genocide, a crime against humanity or a
war crime.

Subsection (1) above applies to acts committed—
(a) in Scotland; or

(b) outwith the United Kingdom by a United Kingdom national or a United Kingdom
resident.

The Genocide Act 1969 (c.12) is repealed.
In subsection (1) above—
“genocide” means an act of genocide as defined in article 6;

“crime against humanity” means a crime against humanity as defined in article 7,
and

“war crime” means a war crime as defined in article 8.2.

The relevant provisions of the articles mentioned in subsection (4) above are set out in
schedule 1 to this Act.

For the purposes of this Part of this Act, no account shall be taken of any provision of
the articles omitted from the text set out in that schedule.
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Part 1—Offences

@)

@

3)

4)

®)

(M

2
3

“

Conduct ancillary to genocide etc.

It shall be an offence for a person to engage in conduct ancillary to an act that
constitutes—

(a) an offence under section 1(1) of this Act; or
(b) an offence under this section.

Subsection (1) above applies where the conduct in question consists of or includes an act
committed outwith Scotland by a United Kingdom national or a United Kingdom
resident.

It shall be an offence for a person to engage in conduct ancillary to an act committed (or
intended to be committed) outwith Scotland by a person other than a United Kingdom
national or a United Kingdom resident that, if the act were committed in Scotland (or
were committed by a United Kingdom national or a United Kingdom resident), would
constitute—

(a) an offence under section 1(1) of this Act; or
(b) an offence under this section.

Subsection (3) above applies where the conduct in question consists of or includes an act
committed—

(a) in Scotland; or

(b) outwith the United Kingdom by a United Kingdom national or a United Kingdom
resident.

The references in subsections (1) and (3) above to conduct ancillary to an act are to
conduct that would constitute an ancillary offence in relation to that act if—

(a) that conduct consisted of or included an act committed in Scotland; and

(b) that act were committed in Scotland.

Trial and punishment of main offences
This section applies in relation to—

(a) offences under section 1 of this Act;

(b) offences under section 2 of this Act; and

(c) offences ancillary to an offence within paragraph (a) or (b) above.
The offence shall be triable only on indictment.

If an offence is committed outwith Scotland proceedings may be taken in any place in
Scotland; and the offence may for incidental purposes be treated as having been
committed in that place.

A person convicted of—
(a) an offence involving murder; or
(b) an offence ancillary to an offence involving murder,

shall be dealt with as for an offence of murder or, as the case may be, the corresponding
ancillary offence in relation to murder.
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United States of America, 18 U.S. Code § 1091 (genocide)
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PUBLIC LAW 100-606—NOV. 4, 1988 102 STAT. 3045
m%cclaaw 100-606
ngress
An Act
To implement the International Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of _ Nov. 4, 1988
Genocide. [S. 1851]

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, Genocide
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. s

This Act may be cited as the “Genocide Convention Implementa- Act of 1987 (the
tion Act of 1987 (the Proxmire Act)”. mu’fogf‘"
SEC. 2. TITLE 18 AMENDMENTS. note.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Part I of title 18, United States Code, is amended
by inserting after chapter 50 the following:

“CHAPTER 50A—GENOCIDE

“Sec.

1091. Genocide.

10492, Exclusive remedies.
1093. Definitions.

“§ 1091. Genocide

“(a) Basic OFFENSE.—Whoever, whether in time of peace or in
time of war, in a circumstance described in subsection (d) and with
the specific intent to destroy, in whole or in substantial part, a
national, ethnic, racial, or religious group as such—

“(1) kills members of that group;

“(2) causes serious bodily injury to members of that group;

“(8) causes the ent impairment of the mental faculties
of members of the group through drugs, torture, or similar
techniques;

“(4) subjects the groudp to conditions of life that are intended
to cause the physical destruction of the group in whole or in

part.
“5) imposes measures intended to prevent births within the

group; or
o 15' transfers by force children of the group to another group;
or attempts to do so, shall be punished as provided in subsection (b).

“(b) PunisuMENT FOR Basic OFrense.—The punishment for an
offense under subsection (a) is—

“(1) in the case of an offense under subsection (a)1), a fine of
not more than $1,000,000 and imprisonment for life; and

“(2) a fine of not more than 51,000,000 or imprisonment for
not more than twenty years, or both, in any other case.

“(c) IncrTEMENT OFFENSE.—Whoever in a circumstance described
in subsection (d) directly and publicly incites another to violate
subsection (a) shall be fined not more than $500,000 or imprisoned
not more than five years, or both.

“(d) REQUIRED CIRCUMSTANCE FOR OFFENSEs.—The circumstance
referred to in subsections (a) and (c) is that—

AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO,
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PUBLIC LAW 100-606—NOV. 4, 1988

“{1) the offense is committed within the United States; or

*(2) the alleged offender is a national of the United States (as
degned in section 101 of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8
U.S.C. 1101)).

“(e) NoNAPPLICABILITY OF CERTAIN LiMmiTaTioNs.—Notwithstand-

ing section 3282 of this title, in the case of an offense under
subsection (aX1), an indictment may be found, or information in-
stituted, at any time without limitation.

“§ 1092, Exclusive remedies

“Nothing in this chapter shall be construed as precluding the

application of State or local laws to the conduct proscribed by this
chapter, nor shall anything in this chapter be construed as creating
any substantive or procedural right enforceable by law by any party
in any proceeding.

“8§ 1093. Definitions

“As used in this chapter—

“(1) the term ‘children’ means the plural and means individ-
uals who have not attained the age of eighteen years;

“(2) the term ‘ethnic group’ means a set of individuals whose
identity as such is distinctive in terms of common cultural
traditions or heritage;

“(3) the term '‘incites’ means urges another to engage im-
minently in conduct in circumstances under which there is a
substantial likelihood of imminently causing such conduct;

“(4) the term ‘members’ means the plural;

“(5) the term ‘national group’ means a set of individuals
whose identity as such is distinctive in terms of nationality or
national origins;

“(6) the term 'racial group’ means a set of individuals whose
identity as such is distinctive in terms of physical characteris-
tics or biological descent;

‘(7) the term ‘religious group’ means a set of individuals
whose identity as such is distinctive in terms of common reli-
gious creed, beliefs, doctrines, practices, or rituals; and

“(8) the term ‘substantial part’ means a part of a group of
such numerical significance that the destruction or loss of that
part would cause the destruction of the group as a viable entity
within the nation of which such group is a part.”.
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PUBLIC LAW 100-606—NOV. 4, 1988 102 STAT. 3047

(b) CLErRICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of chapters at the beginning
of part I of title 18, United States Code, is amended by inserting
after the item relating to chapter 50 the following new item:

MEDA, CEnallle. . i i S I R RS i e s T 1091,
Approved November 4, 1988,

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY—S. 1851 (H.R. 4243):

HOUSE REPORTS: No. 100-566 accompanying H.R. 4243 (Comm. on the Judiciary).
SENATE REPORTS: No. 100-333 (Comm. on the Judiciary).
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, Vol. 134 (1988):
Apr. 25, H.R. 4243 considered and passed House.
Oct. 14, S. 1851 considered and passed Senate.
Oct. 19, considered and passed House.
WEEKLY COMPILATION OF PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS, Vol. 24 (1988):
Nov. 4, Presidential remarks.
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Joint statement of Canada and the Kingdom of the Netherlands regarding
intention to intervene in The Gambia v. Myanmar case at the International Court
of Justice, Diplomatic statement, 2 September 2020

Available at:

https://www.government.nl/documents/diplomatic-statements/2020/09/02/jo1int-
statement-of-canada-and-the-kingdom-of-the-netherlands-regarding-intention-
to-intervene-in-the-gambia-v.-myanmar-case-at-the-international-court-of-

justice

197



198



Annex 182

12/8/24, 2:15 PM Joint statement of Canada and the Kingdom of the Netherlands regarding intention to intervene in The Gambia v. Myanmar ca...

Government of the Netherlands

Joint statement of Canada and the Kingdom of the
Netherlands regarding intention to intervene in The Gambia v.
Myanmar case at the International Court of Justice

Diplomatic statement | 02-09-2020

Canada and the Kingdom of the Netherlands would like to express their joint intention to intervene in
the matter of The Gambia v. Myanmar, a contentious case brought by The Gambia against Myanmar at
the International Court of Justice (1QJ) alleging violations of the Convention on the Prevention and
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide (Genocide Convention).

The Gambia’s application shows the discrimination and persecution of the Rohingya in Myanmar, which

created the conditions for Myanmar’s security forces to perpetrate targeted and systemic atrocities
against the Rohingya. It states that Myanmar’s violations include the commission of genocide against
the Rohingya, mostly by way of the systematic and widespread perpetration of mass murder, sexual
violence, torture, forced displacement, and denial of access to food and shelter. These conditions have
caused over 850,000 Rohingya to flee to Bangladesh since 2016.

The Genocide Convention embodies the solemn pledge to prevent the crime of genocide and hold those

responsible to account. In bringing this application to the ICJ, The Gambia took a laudable step towards

ending impunity for those committing atrocities in Myanmar and upholding this pledge. Canada and the

Netherlands consider it our obligation to support these efforts which are of concern to all of humanity.
As part of this intervention, Canada and the Kingdom of the Netherlands will assist with the complex
legal issues that are expected to arise and will pay special attention to crimes related to sexual and
gender based violence, including rape.

States Parties to the Genocide Convention must resolve to prevent genocide but also, critically, to hold
perpetrators to account. Canada and the Kingdom of the Netherlands reiterate their call to all States
Parties to the Genocide Convention to support the Gambia in its efforts to address these violations.

Ministry responsible

> Ministry of Foreign Affairs

hitps://iwww.government.nl/documents/diplomatic-statements/2020/09/02/joint-statement-of-canada-and-the-kingdom-of-the-netherlands-regardin....
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Germany, Die Beauftragte der Bundesregierung fiir Aussiedlerfragen und
nationale Minderheiten (Federal Government Commissioner for Matters
Related to Ethnic German Resettlers and National Minorities), “Dénische
Minderheit” (“Danish Minority”)

Available at:

https://www.aussiedlerbeauftragte.de/Webs/AUSB/DE/themen/minderheiten-

sprachgruppen/daenische-minderheit/daenische-
minderheit.html:jsessionid=27CDFBDF87240C91F032033FA91D0D31.live892
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fir Aussiedlerfragen und nationale

Q Die Beauftragte der Bundesregierung
Minderheiten

ARTICLE
Danish minority

The members of the Danish minority live in the federal state of Schleswig-Holstein.

The Danish minority in the state of Schleswig-Holstein is traditionally based in the border town of Flensburg, the districts of Nordfriesland and
Schleswig-Flensburg, and in the northern part of the district of Rendsburg-Eckernférde. They refer to their settlement area as South Schleswig.

Conversely, a German minority lives in North Schleswig in the Kingdom of Denmark.

organizations of the Danish minority

The largest association and cultural umbrella organization of the Danish minority is the South Schleswig Association (Sydslesvigsk Forening eV

(registered association) - SSF). The SSF is responsible for organizing the annual meeting ("Arsmgde") of the Danish minority every year at the end of

May/beginning of June, with a variety of events. Politicians and other socially relevant personalities from Denmark are also regularly invited to underline

the cultural ties of the minority with the Kingdom of Denmark.

The minority is politically active through its own party, the South Schleswig Voters' Association (SSW). The party, which is exempt from the five percent

clause under Schleswig-Holstein's state election law, regularly sends representatives to the Schleswig-Holstein state parliament and has its own members

in numerous municipal and district councils.

own school and education system

The Danish School Association (Dansk Skoleforening for Sydslesvig) maintains a well-developed private school system for the Danish minority with

primary and secondary schools, two of which have upper secondary levels, and a boarding school. The Danish School Association is also responsible for

adult education.

Danish culture is also strengthened by its own library system ( Dansk Centralbibliothek ) and the Danish-language daily newspaper "Flensborg Avis" .

Own church and social institutions

The Evan‘elical Lutheran Danish Church (Dansk Kirke i Sydslesvig), as a free church with numerous congregations, enables the church life of the

minority in the country.

The Danish Health Service (Dansk Sundhedstjeneste for Sydslesvig) runs social centers, old people's homes, and homes for children and young people .

The Danish Youth Association of Southern Schleswig (Sydslesvigs danske Ungdomsforeninger) organizes work with children and young people. In

addition, members of the Danish minority are organized in numerous other associations.
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© Federal Ministry of the Interior and Home Affairs, 2024
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fir Aussiedlerfragen und nationale

Q Die Beauftragte der Bundesregierung
Minderheiten

ARTIKEL

Daénische Minderheit

Im Bundesland Schleswig-Holstein leben die Angehdrigen der danischen Minderheit.

Die ddnische Minderheit im Land Schleswig-Holstein ist traditionell in der Grenzstadt Flensburg, den Landkreisen
Nordfriesland und Schleswig-Flensburg sowie im nérdlichen Teil des Landkreises Rendsburg-Eckernférde ansdssig. Sie
bezeichnet ihr Siedlungsgebiet als Stidschleswig. Umgekehrt lebt in Nordschleswig im Konigreich Danemark eine deutsche
Minderheit.

Organisationen der dianischen Minderheit

GroRter Verein und kultureller Dachverband der danischen Minderheit ist der Siidschleswigsche Verein (Sydslesvigsk

Forening e.V. (eingetragener Verein) — SSF). Federfiihrend organisiert der SSF unter anderem jedes Jahr Ende Mai/ Anfang Juni das

Jahrestreffen ("Arsmgde") der danischen Minderheit mit einer Vielzahl von Veranstaltungen. RegelmiRig sind auch Politiker
und andere gesellschaftlich relevante Personlichkeiten aus Danemark eingeladen, um die kulturelle Verbundenheit der
Minderheit mit dem Koénigreich Danemark zu unterstreichen.

Politisch ist die Minderheit durch eine eigene Partei, den Siidschleswigschen Wihlerverband (SSW) aktiv. Die nach dem

Landeswahlgesetz Schleswig-Holsteins von der Fiinfprozentklausel befreite Partei entsendet regelmaRig Abgeordnete in
den Schleswig-Holsteinischen Landtag und stellt eigene Mitglieder in zahlreichen Gemeinde- und Kreisvertretungen.

Eigenes Schul- und Bildungswesen

Der Danische Schulverein (Dansk Skoleforening for Sydslesvig) unterhilt ein gut ausgebautes Privatschulsystem fir die
danische Minderheit mit Grund- und Gemeinschaftsschulen, davon zwei mit gymnasialer Oberstufe, und einem Internat.
Dem Danischen Schulverein obliegt auch die Erwachsenenbildung.

Die danische Kultur wird zudem gestarkt durch ein eigenes Bibliothekssystem (Dansk Centralbibliothek ) und die

danischsprachige Tageszeitung "Flensborg Avis" .

Eigene Kirche und soziale Einrichtungen

Die evangelisch-lutherische Danische Kirche (Dansk Kirke i Sydslesvig) ermoglicht als Freikirche mit zahlreichen
Kirchengemeinden das kirchliche Leben der Minderheit im Land.
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Sozialstationen, Altenheime und Heime fir Kinder und Jugendliche betreibt der dinische Gesundheitsdienst (Dansk
Sundhedstjeneste for Sydslesvig). Der danische Jugendverband Siidschleswigs (Sydslesvigs danske Ungdomsforeninger)
organisiert die Kinder- und Jugendarbeit. Daneben haben sich Angehérige der danischen Minderheit noch in zahlreichen

weiteren Vereinen organisiert.

© Bundesministerium des Innern und fir Heimat, 2024
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Report on Illegal Migration into Assam, Submitted to the President of India
by the Governor of Assam, 8§ November 1998
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lllegal Migration into Assam

REPORT ON
ILLEGAL MIGRATION INTO ASSAM

SUBMITTED TO
THE PRESIDENT OF INDIA

BY
THE GOVERNOR OF ASSAM
8 November, 1998

RAJ BHAVAN
GUWAHATI

D. O. No. GSAG.3/98/
November 8, 1998

Dear Adarniya Rashtrapatiji,

Large scale illegal migration from East Pakistan/Bangladesh over several decades has been altering the
demographic complexion of this State. It poses a grave threat both to the identity of the Assamese people and to
our national security. Successive Governments at the Centre and in the State have not adequately met this

challenge.
As Governor of Assam, | feel it is my bounden duty.bath to the Nation and the State | have sworn to serve, to
place before you this report on lhe dangers arising from the continuing silent demographic invasion. | have also

formulated my recommendations for dealing with this issue of vital importance. | eamestly hope that this matter
will receivedue consideration and suitable action taken to avert the grave danger that has been building up for

some time.
With profound regards.

Yours sincerely,

(Lt Gen (Retd) S K Sinha, PVSM)

Shri K R Narayanan,
President of India,
Rashtrapati Bhawan,
New Delhi

CONTENTS

|. Introduction

Il. Migration into Assam

I1l. Preventing Infiltration

IV. Detection and Deportation
V. Conclusion

Appendix: Summary of Recommendations

Chapter |
INTRODUCTION

1. The unabated influx of illegal migrants from Bangladesh into Assam and the consequent perceptible
change in the demographic pattem of the State, has been a matter of grave concem. It threatens to
reduce the Assamese people 10 a minonty in their own State, as happened in Tripura and Sikkim.

2. Ilegal migration into Assam was the ccre issue behind the Assam student movement. It was also the
prime contributory factor behind the outbreak of insurgency in the State. Ye! we have not made much
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tangble progress in dealing with this all important issue

3 There 1s a tendency to view jllegal migration into Assam as a regional matter, affecting only the people of
Assam. Its more dangerous dimension of greatly undermining our national security, is ignared. The long
chenshed design of Greater East Pakistan/Bangladesh, making inroads into the strategic land link of
Assam with the rest of the country, can lead to cevering the entire land mass of the North East, vath aliits
tich resources, from the rest of the country. This will have disastrous strategc and economic
consequences.,

ie

| have held prolonged discussions abowt illegal migration with a large number of people in Assam of
different background and with different shades of opinion This has included poiiticians, leaders of the
minonty community, journalists, lawyers. Government officials, both serving and retired, social workers
and so on | have also discussed this issue at length with the Indian High Commissioner at Dhaka.
Besides, | have extensively toured the border areas of Assam with Bangladesh, visiting a numbef of land
and riverine BOPs of the Border Security Force. Further, | have studied the relevant literature

and statistics on this subject. On this basis, | have formulated my views and recommendations contained
in this report. Different aspects connected with the illegal migration have been examined
Recommendations have been made for more effectively arresting the ongeing infiux of illegal migrants
and taking practical steps to soflen the adverse fall outs from the large scale infiltration that has already
taken place.

Content

Chapter Il
MIGRATION INTO ASSAM

Historical Background

1. llegal migration from Bangladesh into Assam should be viewed against the backdrop of past history.
present realities and future designs. Migration into Assam has been taking place from the dawn of history.
However, after the British annexed Assam, large scale population movement from the South (Bangal, East
Pakistan and now Bangladesh) has been an ongoing phenomenon for over a century. Initally. ths
movement was for
economic reasons only but with the approach of Independence, it started developing both communal and
political overtones. After Independence, it acquired an international dimension and it now poses a grave
threat to our national security.

n

. The British developed the tea industry in Assam. They imported labeur from Bihar and other provinces to
work in the tea gardens. The Assamese people living mostly in Upper Assam and cultivating one crop par
year, were not interested in working as labour in the tea gardens nor in increasing or expanding land
cultivation to meet the additional requirement of food for the large labour population employed in the tea
garcens. Therefore, the British encouraged Bengali Muslim peasants from present Banglacesh to move
into Lower Assam for putling virgin land under cultivation. This set in molicn @ movement pattem which
despite changed conditions, has been continuing to this day.

When Lord Curzon partitioned erstwhile Bengal Presidency in 1905, Assam was a Chief Commissioner's
province. It was merged with the new Muslim majority province of East Bengal. This led to tremendous
popular resentment in the country and it ushered political awareness, ultimately culminating in India’s
Independence. In 1911, the British Government annulled the partition of Bengal. Assam was restored its
status as a province and was now placed under a Lieutenant Governor. The Assamese fear of losing their
identity and being swamped by Bengalis goes back to this merger and even earlier. This fear had been
arcused both by the Bengali Hindus dominating the administration and the professions, and the Bengali
Muslims altering the demography of the province. The Bengali Muslims were hard working peasants whoe
occupied vacant land and put virgin areas under cultivation. They made a significant contribution to the
agricultural economy of Assam.

»

4. With Constitutional Reforms, the country started advancing towards democracy, which is a game of
numbers. The Muslim League now came up with its demand for Partiticn, on the basis of religion. This
added a new twist to this population movement. During Sir Mohammad Sadulla's Muslim League Ministry,
a concerted effort was made to enccurage the migration of Bengali Muslims into Assam for politica!
reasons. The Viceroy, Lord Wavell wrote in the Viceroy's Journal, “The chief political problem is the desire
of the Muslim Ministers to increase this immigration into the uncultivated Government lands under the
slogan of Grow More Food but whal they are really after, is Grow More Muslms.®

5. When the demand for Partition was raised, it was visualised that Pakistan would comprise Muslim majority
provinces in the West and Bang-e-Islam comprising Bengal and Assam, in the East. Mr. Moinul Haque
Chowdhary the Private Secretary of Jinnah, who after Independence became a Minister in Assam and
later at Delhi. told Jinnah that he would "present Assam to him on a silver platter®. Jinnah confidently
declared at Guwahati that Assam was in his pocket. The Cabinet Mission Plan placed Assam in Group C
with Bengal. Both the Congress High Command and the Muslim League accepted the grouping plan but
Lokapriya Gopinath Borodoloi vehemently opposed it He was supported by Mahatma Gancdhi. The
grouping plan was folled and Assam was saved from becoming a part of Pakistan.

6. Partition brought about a sea change in the situation. An international border now separatec Assam and
East Pakistan. Population movement from East Pakistan continued but it was initially mostly of Hindu
refugees, fleeing from religious persecution. Unlike the West, where refugee movement lasted for a few
months only, in the case of the East. this spread over several years and is stil continuing. Hincy
population in East Pakistan started ceclining steeply In 1847 it was 27%, by 1971 it got reduced 10 14%%
and by 1991 it was down to 10°%. Along with Hindu refugees, Mustim infiltrators continued migrating into
Assam for economic reasons. The movement of Hincu refugees into Assam got largely arrested due to
ant-Bengah nots and as a result of vicience in the wake of insurgency in the State. However. Hindu
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have seized upon the vacant areas in the Assam valley seems almost uncanny. Without fuss, without
tumult, without undue trouble to the district revenue staffs, a population which must amount to over hall a
million has transplanted itself from Bengal into the Assam Valley during the last twenty-five years. It looks
like a marve! of administrative organisation on the part of Government but it is nothing of the sort; the only
thing | can compare it to is the mass movement of large body of ants... it is sad but by no means
improbable that in another Ihirty years Sibsagar district will be the only part of Assam in which an
Assamese will find himsell at home”. The Census Report of 1931 has graphically shown the growth of
Mymensingias in the three undivided districts of Goalpara, Kamrup and Nowgong from 1911 to 1931, as
follows:-
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.1 have guoted the 1931 census report in extensio for three reasons. First, it contains precise figures for

migration from Bengal into Assam even when this did not involve any movement 2cross international
border. Unfortunately, today we have no census report on the basis of which we can accurately define the
contours of trans-border movement. Thus we have to rely on broad estimates of theatrical extrapolations
to work out the dimension of illegal migration that has taken place from East Pakistan/Bangladesh.
Second, Mr. Mullan described this invasion using military terminology which in present geostrategic
context, underscores the strategic aspect of the problem. It is unfortunate that to this day, after half a
century of Independence, we have chosen to remain virtually oblivious to the grave danger to our national
security arising from this unabated influx of illegal migrants. Third, the prophecy that except in Sibsagar
District, the Assamese people will not find themselves at home in Assam, is well on its way to becoming
true as reflected by the present demographic pattern of Assam.

Shri Indrajit Gupta, the then Home Minister of India stated in the Parliament on 6 May, 1997 that there
were 10 million illegal migrants residing in India. Quoting Home Ministry/Intelligence Bureau source, the
10 August 1998 issue of India Today has given the breakdown of these illegal migrants by States - West
Bengal 5.4 millions, Assam 4 millions, Tripura 8 millions, Bihar 0.5 million, Maharashtra 0.5 million,
Rajasthan 0.5 million and Delhi 0.3 million making a total of 10.83 millions.

On 10 April, 1992, Shri Hiteshwar Saikia, the then Chief Minisler of Assam stated that there were 3 million
Bangladeshi illegal migrants in Assam but two days later, he committed a volt face and declared that there
were no illegal migrants in Assam. However, one can see for oneself, the large scale infiltration of
Bangladeshis that has taken place into Assam. Looking at the population in the border areas of Assam,
sometimes one wonders whether one is in Assam or in Bangladesh. Shri E.N. Rammohan, DG. BSF, who
is an IPS officer of Assam cadre, in his report of 10 February, 1997 has stated, “As Additional S.P. in 1968
in Nowgaon, | did not see a single Bangladeshi village in Jagi Road or in Kaziranga. In 1982, when | was
posted as DIGP, Northern Range, Tezpur. five new Bangladeshis Muslim villages had come up near Jagi
Road and hundreds of families had built up their huts encroaching into the land of the Kaziranga Game
Sanctuary”. He mentioned that in 1971 the large island of Chawalkhoa comprising 5000 bighas of land
was being cultivated by Assamese villagers from Gorukhut and Sanuna and went on the state, "In 1982
when | was posted as DIGP, Tezpur, lhere was a population of more than 10.000 immigrant Muslims on
the island. The pleas of the Assamese villagers to the District Administration to evict those people from the
island fell on deaf ears. Any honest young IAS, SDO of Mangaldoi Sub-division who tried to do this, found
himself transferred. In 1983 when an election was forced on the people of Assam... the pecple of the
villages living on the banks of the Brahmaputra opposite Chawalkhoa attacked the encroachers on this
island, when they found that they had been given voting rights by the Government. It is of interest that
Assamese Muslims of Sanuna village attacked the Bengali Muslim encroachers on this island. | am a
direct witness to this.”

. The following indicators of the dimension of illegal migration taking place are relevant :-

a. Bangladesh census records indicate a reduction of 39 lakhs Hindus between 1971 and 1981 and
another 36 lakhs between 1981 and 1989. These 75 lakhs (35+36) Hindus have obviously come
into India. Perhaps most of them have come into States other than Assam.

b. There were 7.5 lakh Bihari Muslims in refugee camps in Bangladesh in 197 1. At the instance of
Saudi Arabia, Pakistan was persuaded lo accept 33,000 Bihari Muslims. There are at present only
2 lakh Bihari Muslims in refugee camps in Banglacesh. The unaccounted for 5.17 lakhs must have
infiltrated
into India, as there is litle possibility or evidence of there having merged into Bangladesh society.

(2]

. In 1970 the total population of East Pakistan was 7.5 crores but in 1974 it had come cown to 7.14
crores. On the basis of 3.1% annual population growth rate of that period, the population in 1974
should have been 7.7 crores. The shortfall of 6 million pecple can be explained only by large scale
migration

19. Assam specific figures of illegal migrants have been worked out from available statstics as follows :-
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a. Recent enumeration of electors list in Assam by the Election Commission shows more than 30%,
increase in 17 Assembly constituencies and more than 20% increase in 40 constituencies between
1994 and 1997. Whereas the All India average growth for a three year period intervening the two

intensive revisions in 1994 and 1997, is 7%, the growth in Assarn for this period is

16 4%.

b. (b) Relative decadal percentage growth of population of Assam, All India and Bangladesh is as

follows :-

Year Assam All India Bangladesh
(i) 1901-1911 16.99 575 91

(1) 1911-1921 20.48 -0.31 54

(iii) 1921-1931 19.91 11.00 7.06

(iv) 1831-1941 20.40 14.22 17.6

(v) 1941-1951 34,98 21.51 0.1

(vi) 1951-1961 34.95 24.80 29.83

(vii) 1971-1981 238 2466 31.83

(wiii) 1981-1991 238 2385 22.00

Explanatory Notes

i. There was no census in Assam in 1981. The figures indicated have been worked out on the basis of

1971-91 growth rate.

ii. There was no census in Bangladesh in 1971. It was carried out in 1974, The population grew by 40.4%
between 1961-74 and another 21.9% during 1974-81.

iii. The much higher percentage of growth rate in Assam from 1911 to 1971 over the All India and
Bangladesh figures indicate migration into Assam. The All India growth rate for 1921 should be treated as
an aberration but even in thal decade Assam’s growth rate was higher than neighbouring Bengal districts

which now constitute Bangladesh.

iv. The reduced percentage of growth rates for Assam in 1971-91 presents a distorted picture unless one
relates it to community-wise percentage of growth in Assam as compared to All India figures. This is

shown at sub-para (c) below.

c. Community-wise growth:

Assam All India
Year

Hindus Muslims Hindus Muslims
(i) 1951-1961 337 38.35 2029 2561
(i) 1961-1971 37.17 30.99 23.72 30.85
(iii) 1971-1991 41.89 77.42 4838 55.04

Explanatory Note

The decadal growth rate for both Hindus and Muslims for the period 1951-61 and 1961-71 was higher than their
respective All India growth rate, indicating migration of both communities into Assam. However, dunng the period
1971-91 Hindu growth rate in Assam was much less than the All Incia figure. Possibly, this was due to large scale
population movement of non-Assamese Hindus out of Assam during the Students movement and subsequent
militancy in the State. In the case of Muslims the Assam growth rate was much higher than the All India rate. This

suggests continued large scale Muslim illegal migration into Assam.

d. Muslim population of Assam has shcwn a rise of 77.42% in 1991 from what it was in 1971,
Hindu population has nsen by nearly 41.89% in this penod

e. Muslim population in Assam has nsen from 24 68% in 1551 to 28.42% in 1991. As per
1991 census. four districts (Dhubn, Goalpara, Barpeta and Hailakandi) have become
Muslim majonty districts. Two more distncts (Nowgaon and Kanmgan)) should have

become 50 by 1598 and one distnct (Mongaon) is tast approaching this population

20. The growth of Muslim poputation has been emphasised in the previous paragraph to indicate the extent of
illegal migration from Bangladesh to Assam because as stated earler, the dlegal migrants coming into
India after 197 1 have been almost exclusively Musims
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21,21 Pakistan's 1S has been active in Bangladesh supporting militant movemnents in Assam. Muslim
militant organisations have mushroomed in Assam and there are reports of some 50 Assamese Muslim
youth having gone for training to Afghanistan and Kashmir.

Consequences

22. The dangerous consequences of large scale illegal migration from Bangladesh, both for the people of
Assam and more for the Nation as a whole, need to be emphatically stressed. No misconceived and
mistaken notions of secularism should be allowed to come in the way of doing so.

23. As a resull of population movemenl from Bangladesh, the speclre looms large of the indigeqous people qf
Assam being reduced to a minority in their home State. Their cultural survival will be in jeopardy, their
political control will be weakened and their employment opportunities will be undermined.

24. This silent and invidious demographic invasion of Assam may result in the loss of the geostrategically vital
districts of Lower Assam. The influx of these illegal migrants is turning these districts into a Muslim
majority region. It will then only be a matter of time when a demand for their merger with Bangladesh may
be made. The rapid growth of international Islamic fundamentalism may provide the driving force for this
demand. In this context, il is pertinent that Bangladesh has long discarded secularism and has chosen to
become an Islamic State. Loss of Lower Assam will sever the entire land mass of the North East, from the
rest of India and the rich natural resources of that region will be lost to the Nation.

Content

Chapter Ill
PREVENTING INFILTRATION

Early Years

1. Assam has 262 km border with Bangladesh out of which 92 km is riverine. In 1947 with the emergence of
two dominions on the Sub-Continent, India and Pakistan, this became an international border. For the first
few years, unrestricted lrans-border movement conlinued in this sector. Bengali Hindu refugees from East
Pakistan fleeing from their homes poured across the border seeking asylum. Concurrently, Bengali
Muslims too continued to come across the border for economic reasons. There was also some movement
of Muslims from Assam into East Pakistan.

2. Whereas in the West, the trans-border movement of refugees from India to Pakistan and vice versa was a
deluge which lasted only a few months, in the East the situation was very different. Hindus from East
Pakistan (Bangladesh) kept coming across for many years and indeed they still continue to come.
Muslims from Assam going to East Pakistan were relatively in much less number. The traditional influx of
Bengali Muslims into Assam continued unabated. The large scale movement of Bengali population, both
Hindus and Muslims into Assam, caused considerable resentment among the Assamese people and there
were instances of anti-Bengali riots.

3. Initially, the State Police with its limited resources policed this border but they could not stem the trans-
border movement. The large influx into Assam was a matter of great concern. Government of India
evolved the PIP (Prevention of Infiltration from Pakistan) scheme, which came into operation in 1964. 159
Watch Posts, 15 Patrol Posts and & Passport Check Posts were set up. A Police force of 1914 personnel
under a DIG was deployed to check infiltration. After the 1965 war, when the Border Security Force came
into being, responsibility for guarding the border was taken over by that Force. The Border organisation
set up under the PIP scheme was now deployed in the interior to identify and deport illegal migrants. In
1987 this organisation was augmented by 1280 officers and men provided by Government of India and
806 by Government of Assam, making a total of 4000 personnel. Currently, this organisation is functioning
under an Additional DG Police of Assam.

4. Neither the BSF on the border nor the Border organisation in the interior, could prevent large scale illegal
migration from Bangladesh. The border is very porous and the illegal migrants enjoyed political patronage.
Efforts to prevent their ingress or to deport them were not very successful. Nevertheless in the first flush
as per JIC Paper No 04/95 of 3 January 1995, 1.5 lakhs illegal migrants were pushed back but many
managed to re-enter from different points on the border. There were reports of police excesses and high-
handedness, as also allegation of harassment of genuine Indian Muslims.

5. The Chief Election Commissioner, Shri S.L. Shakdher told a conference of State Chief Electoral Officers
in 1978, "In one Stale (Assam), the population in 1971 recorded an increase as high as 34.98 per cenlt,
over the 1961 figures and this increase was attributed to the influx of a very large number of persons from
the neighbouring countries. The flux has become a regular feature.
| think it may not be a wrong assessment to make, on the basis of the increase of 34.98 per cent between
the two censuses, the increase that is likely to be recorded in 1991 census would be more than 100 per
cent over the 1961 census. In other words, a stage would be reached when the State would have to
reckon with the foreign nationals who may probably constitute a sizeable
percentage, if not the majority of the population of the State. Another disturbing factor in this regard is the
demand madce by the political parties for the inclusion in the electoral rolls of the names of such migrants
who are not Indian citizens, without even questioning and properly cetermining the citizenship status®. A
few months later a by-election was to be held at Mangaldai in which there were complaints abcut 70,000
ilegal migrants figuring in the voter's list. The people got convinced that illegal migratien on a cclossal
scale had been taking place and this sparked the anti-toreigner's movement in Assam. Government of
India forced the 1983 election in Assam on the basis of a defective voters list. This was done on the plea
that there was not enough time to revise the electoral rolls befcre the election. There was widespread
violence during this agitation including the infamous massacre of 1700 Bengali Musiims at Nellie by the
Lalung tnbe.
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6. After years of a massive agitation, demanding detection, deletion and deportation 91 ioreigners{the
agilators reached a selllement with Government of India. Assam Accord was signed in 1985. Besides
other issues agreed on, Assam Accord stipulated fencing of the border with Bangladesh, to prevent

ingress of illegal migrants.

Border Fencing

7. A border fence may be a fool proof method of preventing infiltration but there is no better way of doing so.
To be effective, border fencing has to be supplemented by vigorous patrolling and other measures. The
mativating factors behind infiltration must be addressed. If this can be done successfully, then a
permanent solution of the problem can be found.

8. Border policing in both Punjab and Assam should prevent trans-border movement of smugglers, militqnts
and infiltrators. In the case of Assam, infiltration has a much bigger and a more dangerous dimgnsmn.
Despite this, the measures to counter trans-border movement in Assam appear to have been given a
lower priority than in Punjab. This is evident from the following facts:-

a. The decision to fence the border was taken in 1985 and reflected in Assam Accord but the vork on
fencing starled seven years later in 1992. 13 years have elapsed since this Accord and fencing
has not yet been completed. Whereas in Dhubri sector of Assam it is nearly complete, in the
Cachar sector only a litlle over half has been completed.

As against this, fencing in Punjab started in 1988 and was completed in 3 years by 1991.

b. The quality of fencing in Punjab is superior. It is two feet taller. Observation towers and lighting of
the fence have been provided in Punjab, all along the barder. In Assam observation towers have
been constructed in Dhubri sector only and there are none in Cachar sector. There is no lighting of
the fence anywhere in Assam.

The density of troops guarding the fence is higher in Punjab. A BSF battalion in Punjab holds a
frontage of approximately 30 kilometres. In Assam, BSF Baltalions in Dhubri sector are deployed
over frontages of 70 kilometres and in Cachar sector over a frontage of 40 kilometers.

o

9. Border fencing in Assam must be completed forthwith on a war footing. In terms of cost outlay, it may not
now be possible to provide border fencing of the same height as in Punjab but there must be lighting
arrangements for the fence. Observation towers must be provided in Cachar Sector.

10. Additional BSF battalions should be provided in the East with each battalion having a frontage of 30
kilometres. It is understood that one reason for thin deployment of BSF in the East is the fact that 16
battalions are deployed on counter insurgency tasks. Such diversion of forces from border policing to
other duties, when the battle against illegal migrants is on, cannot but have adverse effect. The shortage
of BSF units must be made up on priority through new raising.

The present arrangement of guarding lhe riverine border with some speed beoats and out-broad fitted
country boats, is not adequate. There is a need o have floating BOPs on medium watercraft with four to
five speed boats attached lo them. A proposal for nine medium crafts has been put up by DG BSF. This
should be sanctioned soon.

1.

ury

12. All country boats plying on the river near the border must be registered with their registration number
marked on them and the registration papers available with the crew for verification, when required.

Other measures
13. Certain other measures are also required to be taken to deal with illegal migration. These are as follows :-

a. Our nationals in the border districts and for that matter in the whole State, should be provided
multipurpose photo identity card. This task should be completely on high priority.

b. Effective arrangements must be made for registration of births and deaths in the State.

c. The 1950 National Register of Citizens should be updated. Computerisation will facilitate this
process. A separate register for illegal migrants (Stateless citizens) should also
be maintained.

14. The Brahmaputra is normally 5 to 7 Km wide and during floods has only one water channel. However, in
lean season, there are two, three or even more water channels throwing up chars (river islands). Due to
changing river configurations, it is difficult to survey the chars. The Bangladeshi Muslims settle on these
chars. They are hardy and are prepared to face difficult living conditions, particularly when the chars gets
submerged for a few days during floods, which come three to four times in a season. Chickens are put on
roofs, cattle herded on platforms above the water level and in emergent situation men and cattle live in
boats. This hardy community has been living on chars in the Brahmaputra from Dhubn (near the
international border) to Lakhimpur. There are stil several chars which are uninhabited. These should be
handed over 10 the Forest Department and notified as forest land. Trees which can withstand 1 to 3 feet of
water during the flood season should be planted on them.

Developments in Bangladesh

15. The measures recommended to arrest the influx of iflegal migrants may not completely stop their ingress
but will certainly go a long way in reducing it to a small tnickle. A more lasting and effective solution can
come about through econemic development in Banglacesh. This will remove the motivation behind trans-
border migraton Lately, there have been welcome cevelopments in trus regard in Bangiadesh. There are
signs of the economy piIcking up in that country through the unique expenment of Grameen Bank
supported by a large amount of intermational funcing anc the efforts of the Govermment and other NGOs
The Grameen Bank has been targetng the women. Its membership has swelled to over 2 millien, and of
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these, 93 per cent are women. It Is providing micro-credit loans without any collateral. These run into
several billions and they have a record recovery rale of 98 per cent. This is bringing about a perceptible
change in the rural areas. Targeting women for economic development provides multi-benefits, It adds to
the earning of the family, encouraqes gender justice, promoles women's education, which acts as a cur'b
on population growth, and liberated women become  bulwark against the spread of Islamic
fundamentalism Al these benelits suit the interests of India. India should, as far as possible, be prepared

to assist in socio-economic development of Bangladesh.

Implementation

16. The various measures recommended lo stop illegal migration are non-controversial. No political party or
organisation within the country can legitimaltely protest and demand that these steps should not be.mkcr'n
Through these measures, we can bring about a sea change in the situation and trans-harder migration will
become a trickle. If we do not take effective measures to stop this movement and allow trans-bqrdt_)r
migration to continue unabated, then it may spell the doom of Assam and put our national security in

grave jeopardy.

Content

Chapter IV
DETECTION AND DEPORTATION

Conflicting Viewpoints

1. Measures to stem illegal migration can be undertaken without any controversy but any alternation of
status quo in regard to detection and deportation of these migrants will result in strident assertion of
conflicting viewpoints. The "secular” parties and the minorilies do not see any danger from illegal
migration. They believe that most of the so called illegal migrants are Bengali speaking Indian Muslims
and this issue has been unnecessarily blown out of proportion. They fear that in the garb of deporting
foreigners, Indian Muslims will be harassed. Thus they are for the continuance of IMDT Act in its present
form. On the other hand, the majority community of Assam and the political parties dubbed as "communal”
by the "secularists” have a diametrically opposite viewpoint. They are gravely concerned about the large
influx of illegal migrants and want their ingress stopped. They also want that the highly discriminating
IMDT Act be repealed forthwith. There appears to be no meeting ground between these opposing views.
Notwithstanding this, il is in our national interest to work out a mutually acceplable solution to this burning
problem, which not only affects the people of Assam but the entire Nation.

2. The furore raised over the attempt by Maharashtra Government to deport 34 Bangladeshis from Mumbai
in accordance with the due process of law, underscored the sharp divide in the country over this issue.
The ugly incidents in Calcutta, the stalling of the proceedings of the Parliament and the outraged feelings
so strongly expressed in the Press, showed how sensitivities got aroused on this issue. In the past few
years, many illegal migrants from different States, including Maharashtra, were being pushed back into
Bangladesh - 4895 in 1993, 5782 in 1994, 3612 in 1995, 2791 in 1996, 4222 in 1997 and 15397 upto
September 1998. In other words such deportation had been a common feature and no protests were
being raised on that account. The point about Government of West Bengal not being given prior
information does not hold much water. The deportation had to be effected by a central agency, the BSF.
No doubt the illegal migrants escorted by Maharashtra Police had to transit through West Bengal but for
that matter, they had also to transit through other States en route. On that basis, each State Government
en route could ask for prior information of their deportation. It is pertinent that during the days of terrorism
in Punjab, Policemen from that State had to come to Calculta and had picked up suspected terrorists
without any intimation to West Bengal Government. The protest made about that action was almost mute
compared to what happened in the case of the attempted deportation of the Bangladeshis from Mumbai.
Understandably there was sharp reaction in Bangladesh. The Bangladeshi Press was highly critical of the
designs of the "Hindu fundamentalist Government® in India, trying to throw out innocent Indian Muslims
and dump them in Bangladesh. One newspaper went to the extent of demanding that Bangladesh should
seek assistance from the USA to deal with India. Prime Minister, Sheikh Haseena, a known friend of India,
issued a statement that no Bangladeshi was illegally living in India. Her predecessor, not known to be so
friendly towards India, had agreed to a Joint Working Group of India and Bangladesh to be set up for
examining the issue of illegal migrants. This had implied acceptance of the existence of this problem
which was now being so summarily dismissed. '

Deportation

3. International law does not provide for unilateral deportation in defiance of the views of the country to
which the deportation is to take place. With the stand now laken by Bangladesh, it will not be possible for
India to deport millions of illegal migrants to Bangladesh. From 1993 to September 1998, the BSF tried to
hand over 39,746 illegal migrants to Bangladesh Rifles. The latter accepted only 9.253 and refused to
accept 30.493. The acceptance figures by Banglacesh declined from 5799 in 1993 to only 55 in 1998
(upto 30 September). With the recent developments in the wake of the attempt to deport 34 Bangladeshi
Muslims from Mumbai and the statement of the Prime Minister of Bangladesh, it is unlik}ely that
Bangladesh Rifles will now accept Bangladeshi migrants. Moreover, the bursting population of
Bangladesh creates a Malthusian nightmare and is not conducive to that country accepting them. Further.
our capability to identfy and deport over ten million such people 1s questionable. In these c:rcums(ances.
deportation of these illegal migrants is not now a practical proposition. '

IMDT Act
4. IMDT Act was enacted at the height of the anti-foreigner's movement in Assam. The large scale violence
dunng the movement including the Nellie massacre, had led to understandable apprehension ameng the

minorities of harassment and victimisation. A large number of illegal migrants had been pushed back in
previous years. It is possible that in this process, some genuine Indian citzens had been harassed and
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pushed back. Be that as it may, the fact is that on the plea of protecting genuine Indian citizens, the IMDT
Act was formulated but in practice, it has been found 1o be primatily serving the interests of the illegal
migrants

(5]

The Act provided for two individuals living within a racius of 3 kilometars of a suspected illegal migrant 1o
file a complaint accompanied with a deposit sum of Rs. 25, The 3 ki restriction

was modified and now the complainant can be from the same police station area a5 the individual being
complained against. The deposit fen has been reduced from Rs. 25 to R | 0. The Police can also suo
moto initiale action. Elaborate time consuming procedures have been laid down for screening, for
examination by District Tribunals and for appeal to the Appeliate Tribunal

[=2]

Propanents of IMDT maintain that unwarranted fears have been aroused about the large influz of
population from Bangladesh when in actual fact their number is very amall. They want to retain this Act at
all costs. They feel that otherwise, the minorities would face great hardship and harassment

~

. The opponents ol this Act demand its immediate repeal as itis a highly discriminatory legislation applying
only to Assam and not to any other State. They argue that such a legislation should not have been on the
stalue of any sovereign Stale. It gives freedom 1o an alien to enter this country, secure in the knowledge
that the country he has entered illegally, will have to prove that he is an illegal migrant to deny him
citizenship. Under the Foreigners Act which applies to the rest of the country and which is in consonance
with the practice followed the world over, it is for the foreigner 1o prove that he is an Indian national to
claim Indian citizenship. The IMDT Act shifts the burden of proof on the complainant or the Police, to
establish that the person complained against is a foreigner,

@

This Act calers for an Appellant Tribunal of two retired High Court Judges, sixteen district Tribunals of two
retired Dislrict/Additional District Judges with supporting staff. The Border organisation of 4000 Policemen
processes the cases of alleged illegal migrants. The efforts of these agencies maintained a cost of
hundreds of crores to the Exchequer, extending over a period of 15 years, has led to the identification of
only 9,599 illegal migrants. Out of these only 1,454 could be deported. These statistics amply establish

the fulility of continuing with the IMDT Act in its present form.

©

Apart from the conflicting views of the proponenls and opponents of the IMDT Act, those werking for
execuling its provisions have been facing difficulties as indicated below:-

a. The Tribunals have been starved of funds and resources. Out of 16 District Tribunals only 5 are
functioning. The remaining 11 tribunals have only one person each on the bench and as such are
non-functional. Salaries and TA bills of the staff are not paid in time. Essential facilities, like
transport and telephone are lacking and funds are often not available to buy even postage stamps.

b. The Border Organisation required to process these cases has been encountering difficulties at
every slep. Often by the time a complaint is received or the Police initiates inquiry against a
suspect, thal individual shifts to another location and is not traceable. When the individual is
available, he insisls he is an Indian national and while the Pclice tries to collect evidence, he often
disappears. The process of absconding also occurs at two subsequent stages - before the case is
heard by the Tribunal and during the 30 days period allowed to the person to appear to the higher
tribunal or face expulsion. Under this Acl, the Police does not have the powers of search, seizure
or arrest as available under the Foreigners Act. During trial by Tribunals, prosecution witnesses do
not appear because there is no provision for paying them their travelling expense.

10. Any move to repeal the IMDT Act is likely to encounter strong opposition from the minorities and their
supporters, for vested and opportunistic reasons. Some of these have begun to suggest that to remove
the allegation of discrimination connected with this Act, its provisions should be extended to other States.
They argue that the Foreigners Act of 1946 is a legacy of the Brilish era and was meant to deal with
foreign national who were ethnically and culturally different from Indians. The requirements for dealing
with Bangladeshis who have ethnic, cultural, linguistic and religious affinities with our population, are
different. This requires a different legislation. This line of argument ignores similarities between the Tamil
people of Sri Lanka and of Tamil Nadu or for that matter, the similarities among the people living on either
side of the Indo-Nepal border. It is further argued that the meagre number of foreigners detected under
the IMDT Acl is nol due to any infirmities of this Act or in the procedures being followed, but due to the
very small numbers of illegal migrants in the country. This argument flies in the face of all available
statistics and other indicators, establishing the presence of a very large number of illegal Bangladeshi
migrants in the country.

11. As deportation of such a large number of illegal migrants is no longer a viable option and because of the
numerous infirmities in the IMDT Act which have rendered its continuation a wasteful exercise, it is
imperative that this Act be repealed It should
be replaced by a more just, workable and fair enactment.

Replacing IMDT Act

The IMDT Act does not exclusively apply to any religious community. It is applicable as much to Bengali
Hindus as to Bengali Muslims. Providing asylum to minorities fleeing from their home country was a
Partition liability for both India and Pakistan. Yet in Assam no distinction has been made between Hindus
and Muslims. Those migrants who came inlo Assam upto 24 March, 1971 have been given Incian
citizenship. irrespective of the religious community to which they belong. However, the ground reality is
that of late almost all the illegal migrants now coming into Assam are Muslims.

12. The repeal of IMDT Act and its replacement by ancther Act, must take into account the legitimate fears of
the minorities. They should be assured that the new Act will be fair, just and transparent, leading to
expeditious disposal of cases The follomng aspects have to be noted :-
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a. Partition liability of India in relation lo refugees from East Pakistan/Bangladesh is only in respect of
the minority community of that country. However, this liability should not be extended beyond a
reasonable time frame. A quarer of a century is adequate for this purpose. Any Hindu migrant
coming fo India after 24 March 1971 without valid papers should be classified as an illegal migrant,

b. Although India had no Partition liability for East Pakistani Muslims, Assam Accord caters for Indian
citizenship being granted 1o all East Pakistani Muslims who came across illegally between 15
August 1947 and 24 March 1971, with a special provision that those who cama between 1 January
1966 and 24 March 1971 would be eligible for this, only after a lapse of ten years of being
identified as foreigners.

c. As per JIC Paper No. 04/95 of 3 January 1995, even after legitimising pre-1971 illegal migrants,
18% of the population
of Assam in 1991 comprises illegal migrants. Since deportation is being ruled out as a viable
option, even those, whether Hindus or Muslims, who came in illegally after 24 March 1971, will
now not be deported. Thus the scope for harassment gets considerably reduced and the main
sting in the whole process gets taken out.

13. Although illegal migrants, who came in after 24 March 1971 will not be deported, they must be identified
and after identification denied voting rights and certain other facilities like acquisition of immovable
property. A suitable process for doing so which may have acceptability and command credibility should be
evolved. This exercise should be compleled expeditiously. This process for doing so should be on the
following lines:

a. Ground survey teams each under a Magistrate assisted by the Border Organisation, should
extensively tour the areas allotted to them, to identify illegal migrants. To ensure maximum
objectivity and freedom from local pressures,
political or otherwise, Magistrates from outside Assam be deputed for this task. The survey should
be completed in a fixed time frame of a few months. Inducling Magistrates from outside will be on
the lines of what happened in 1983 elections. when officers were brought into Assam from
different States on temporary deputation.

b. Individuals identified as illegal migrants should be allowed the right of appeal before Foreigners
Tribunal set up under the Foreigners Act. This will provide necessary judicial sanctity to this
exercise.

c. Foreigners identity as illegal migrants should be denied voting rights and their children born in
India should not automatically become eligible for Indian citizenship. Disenfranchisement may be a
big issue for political parties who so assiduously try to build vote banks but is no hardship to the
immigrant. The denial of voting rights to these migrants can by no stretch be deemed to be unjust.
Qver 1 lakh Hindu and Sikh refugees from West Pakistan, who settled in Jammu region in 1947,
have lo this day,
after a lapse of over 50 years, not been given voting rights. However, refugees from West Pakistan
who settled in other States were given full citizenship rights and many amongst them became
Union Cabinet Ministers and one became
Prime Minister.

14. The proposed arrangement should adequalely assuage the legitimate fears of the minority community and
will also be a humane measure for the illegal migrants. Pre-1971 illegal migrants stand already legitimised
and the post-1971 illegal migrants, not now to be deported, will be partially legitimised.

15. The mincrity community in Assam now comprises nearly 30% of the population and with their tendency to
vote as a bloc, they can hardly be considered a minority, in real terms. They have come to acquire a
decisive role in Assam's democratic polity, which the majority community with its split votes, cannot match.
So far as the majority community is concerned, they may resent the decision not to deport the illegal
migrants but in the present circumstances, there is no other alternative. They should gel reconciled to it.
lllegal migrants upto 24 March 1971 have been made Indian citizens and this has been accepted by them,
lllegal migrants of post-24 March, 1971 vintage will not be deported but will be made Stateless citizens.
The minority community should appreciate that the repeal of IMDT Act and its replacement by a just, fair,
transparent and expeditious act wil provide adequate safeguards against harassment and victmisation.
This will also reduce political patronage for illegal migration and will be yet another disincentive for
prospective illegal migrants.

Content

Chapter V
CONCLUSION

1. A silent and inwvidious invasion of Assam has been laking place for several decades and successive
Governments have faled to stem this demographic enslaught. It started as a purely economic movement
contnbuting to the development of Assam’s agncuttural econemy As Independence approached, it
acquired communal and political contours. Anc today. an intematonal crmension with secunty overtones
has got added to this population movement.

r

. Hitherte the intrusion cf ilegal migrants has generaily been looked upon as a local problem affectng only
the peopie of Assam The myopic view accounts for the more simister and cangerous aspecis being
overlooked. The views expressed by Jinnah, Bhuttc. Sheih Mujib-ur-Rahman and the prasent cay
intellectuals in Bangladesh cannol be ignored. Assam can prowce the much cesired lebensraum for
Bangladesh. This fact coupled with Assam’s geostrategic wnpenance, Sanglacesh’s burstng poputation
and growing intermnatonal Islamic fundamentaism, underscore the voiatle stuaton creatsd by this
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ongoing demographic intrusion from across the border. We must not allow any misconceived notions of
secularism to blind us to these realities.

w

. Although Bangladeshi illegal migrants have come into several States of India and they are more
numerous in West Bengal than in Assam, they pose a much greater threat in Assam than in any other
State. If not effectively checked, they may swamp the Assamese people and may sever the North East
land mass from the rest of India. This will lead to disastrous strategic and economic results.

4. Political parties have been underplaying the grave importance of this problem and have been viewing it as
something affecting only the Assamese people. Thus an issue of great concern for national security has
been made into a partisan affair and a matter of vote banks. It must be lifted above the mire of party
politics and viewed as a national security issue of great importance. There is an imperative need to evolve
a national cansensus on this all important threat facing the Nation.

5. Concrete steps must be laken on war footing to ensure that the borders are as nearly sealed as possible
and the unabated flood of infiltration, reduced to a trickle. Concurrently. the highly discriminatory IMDT Act
which during the last 15 years has proved to be an exercise in futility, should be repealed. With
deportation of illegal migrants to Bangladesh no longer a viable option, a new legislation needs to be
introduced which will ensure a just, fair, practical and expeditions approach to detecting illegal migrants
and declaring them Stateless citizens without voting rights, and without the right to acquire immovable

property.

6. A summary of recommendations is attached as an appendix to this report.

(Lt. Gen. (Retd.) S. K. Sinha, PVSM)
Governor of Assam

Cuwahati
8 November, 1998

Content

Appendix
SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS

1. Awareness should be promoted about illegal migration into Assam being nct only a threat to the identity of
the Assamese people but what is more, being a grave threat to our national security.

N

Border fencing in Assam should be completed on a war footing. Observaticn towers and lighting should be
provided on the same scale as in Punjab.

BSF battalions deployed in Assam should not be given responsibility to hold unduly extended frontages.
As in the case of Punjab, BSF battalions should hald a frontage of 30 kilometers.
Additional BSF battalions should be provided for this purpose.

d

Diversion of BSF battalions from the border in Assam for other lasks, when the battle against infiltrators is
on, must be scrupulously avoided.

e

All country boats, plying in the river near the border should be registered and their registration numbers
marked on them.

L

6. Medium crafts for floating BOPs with adequate speed boats for the riverine sector, should be made
available as early as possible.

Multi-purpose photo identity cards should be provided to all our nationals. Districts bordering Bangladesh
should be accorded higher priority.

-~

Effective arrangements should be made for registration of births and deaths.

©

The Nalional Register of Citizens should be updated and computerised. A separate register of Stateless
citizens should also be maintained.

10. Vacant Chars in the river should be handed over to the Forest Department and trees planted on them.

11. As far as possible, we should assist in the process of economic development in Bangladesh. Socio-
economic programmes designed to improve the lol of women should be given priority due o its multiple
beneficiary spin offs - improving the family’s income, women's education curbing population growth and
educated women becoming a butwark against the spread cf Islamic fundamentalism.

12. Hindu illegal migrants who have infiltrated after 24 March 1871 should not be given refugee status. They
should be treated as illega! migrants.

13. White maximum effort must be made to stem the ingress cf ilega! migrants, those who have already
infiltrated afier 24 March 1671 to date, may not be deported.

14. The IMDT Act should be repealed and replaced by a new legislation which should provide for detection for
ilegal migrants in a just. far and expecitous manner, with due judicial sanctty accorded to the process.

Those identfied as illegal migrants should be allowed 10 stay in the country as Stateless ctizens with no
voting nght nor the nght 1o acguire immovable propenty

CamScanner

219



Annex 184




Annex 185

Romania, Institutul National de Statistica (National Statistical Institute), Press
Release, First provisional data for the 2021 round of the Population and
Housing Census

Available at:

https://www.recensamantromania.ro/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/Date-
provizorii-RPL cu-anexe 30122022.pdf
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National Statistical Institute A RECENS AM ANTU L
L)
2'0"2] POPULATIEI si LOCUINTELOR
om cu om, casd cu casd
www.insse.ro

Office of the President Phone: 021.317.77.84;

B-dul. Libertatii 16, Bucuresti, Fax: 021.318.18.51

Sector 5, postal code 05070 e-mail: romstat@insse.ro

Press release

First provisional data for the 2021 round of the Population and

Housing Census

The first provisional data from the Round 2021 Census of Population and Housing (RPL2021) round 2021
(RPL2021) presented at the end of 2022, according to the dissemination timetable, are:
- Romania's resident population = 19.053,8 thousand persons (19.053.815 persons), of which:
e 9.808,3 thousand (representing 51,5%) female and
e 9,941.2 thousand (52.2%) in urban areas.

Figure 1 Age pyramid
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National Statistical Institute

RECENSAMANTUL
POPULATIEI si LOCUINTELOR

www.insse.ro

2021

om cu om, casd cu casd

Office of the President
B-dul. Libertatii 16, Bucuresti,
Sector 5, postal code 05070

4. RESIDENT POPULATION BY SEX, BY ETHNICITY,

ON DECEMBER 1, 2021 - PRELIMINARY RESULTS

Phone: 021.317.77.84;
Fax: 021.318.18.51
e-mail: romstat@insse.ro

SEXE
RESIDENT
ETNIA POPULATION
TOTAL Male Female
A 1 2 3
ROMANIA 19053815 9245544 9808271
Romanians 14801442 7159309 7642133
Hungarians 1002151 480563 521588
Roma 569477 290760 278717
Ukrainians 45835 23033 22802
Germans 22907 11421 11486
Turci 20945 11315 9630
Russians-Lipovans 19394 9091 10303
Tatars 18156 8630 9526
Serbs 12026 5928 6098
Slovaks 10232 4890 5342
Bulgari 5975 2919 3056
Croatians 4842 2377 2465
Greeks 2086 1250 836
Italians 4039 3362 677
Jewish 2378 1358 1020
Cehi 1576 767 809
Poles 2137 1021 1116
Ruteni 834 421 413
Armenians 1213 592 621
Albanian 645 402 243
Macedonians 1089 536 553
Other ethnicity 19510 12877 6633
Information not available 2484926 1212722 1272204

Source: NSI, Population and Housing Census, 2022

www.recensamantromania.ro
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Institutul National de Statistica A RECENS AM ANTUL
2’0‘°2-| POPULATIEI si LOCUINTELOR

om cu om, casd cu casd

www.insse.ro

Cabinetul Presedintelui Telefon: 021.317.77.84;
B-dul. Libertatii 16, Bucuresti, Fax: 021.318.18.51
Sector 5, cod postal 05070 e-mail: romstat@insse.ro

Comunicat de presa

Primele date provizorii pentru Recensamantul Populatiei si

Locuintelor, runda 2021

Primele date provizorii ale Recensamantului Populatiei si Locuintelor runda 2021 (RPL2021)
prezentate la finele anului 2022, conform calendarului de diseminare, sunt:
- populatia rezidenta a Romaniei = 19.053,8 mii persoane (19.053.815 persoane), din care:
e 9.808,3 mii (reprezentand 51,5%) de sex feminin si
e 9.941,2 mii (reprezentand 52,2%) in mediul urban.

Figura nr.1 Piramida varstelor
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Institutul National de Statistica A RECENSAMANTUL
2021 | POPULATIETsi LOCUINTELOR

om cu om, casd cu casd

www.insse.ro

Cabinetul Presedintelui Telefon: 021.317.77.84;
B-dul. Libertatii 16, Bucuresti, Fax: 021.318.18.51
Sector 5, cod postal 05070 e-mail: romstat@insse.ro

5. POPULATIA REZIDENTA PE SEXE, DUPA LIMBA MATERNA,
LA 1 DECEMBRIE 2021 - REZULTATE PROVIZORII

SEXE
POPULATIA
LIMBA MATERNA REZIDENTA
TOTAL Masculin Feminin
A 1 2 3
ROMANIA 19053815 9245544 9808271
Romadna 15153198 7341720 7811478
Maghiara 1038806 497469 541337
Romani 199050 100748 98302
Ucraineand 40861 20561 20300
Germana 15943 7704 8239
Turca 17101 9423 7678
Rusd 14414 6536 7878
Tatard 13805 6494 7311
Sarba 10058 4815 5243
Slovaca 9241 4343 4898
Bulgara 4478 2123 2355
Croatd 4664 2284 2380
Italiand 4105 3434 671
Greacd 1069 706 363
Ceha 1130 523 607
Polona 1539 694 845
Ruteana 594 305 289
Armeand 421 192 229
Albaneza 421 312 109
Macedoneana 201 115 86
Idis 597 425 172
Alta limbad materna 19741 13320 6421
Informatie nedisponibild 2502378 1221298 1281080

Sursa: INS, Recensamdntul populatiei si locuintelor, 2022

www.recensamantromania.ro

226



Annex 186

Sierra Leone, Immigration Department, Policy Guidance on Sierra Leone
Citizenship Laws (accessed from the website of the Sierra Leone Immigration
Department (accessed on 15 November 2024)

Available at:

https://slid.gov.sl/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Policy-Guidance-on-
Nationality.pdf
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POLICY GUIDANCE ON SIERRA LEONE CITIZENSHIP LAWS

INTRODUCTION

1.1

1.2

1.3

Citizenship is the concept of belonging to a nation or a sovereign state. It is a
legal status enshrined in the constitution and/or in statue which accord members
rights and privileges along with responsibilities. This include the right to live, work
and pay taxes in that nation or state. In most countries people are accorded the
additional right to have dual or multiple citizenship, meaning that people can
belong to more than one nation or sovereign state.

Sierra Leone being a sovereign nation has various statutes/laws that set out the
basis on which someone qualifies for citizenship and hence entitled to a Sierra
Leonean passport. These statutes/laws are:

THE CONSTITUTION OF SIERRA LEONE

THE CITIZENSHIP ACT OF 1973 (SIERRA LEONE
THE CITIZENSHIP ACT OF 1976 (SIERRA LEONE
THE CITIZENSHIP ACT OF 2006 (SIERRA LEONE
THE CITIZENSHIP ACT OF 2017 (SIERRA LEONE

~— ~— ~— ~—

The Sierra Leone citizenship Act, 1973 is the principle statute that defines the
legal basis of becoming a citizen of Sierra Leone, although various amendments
were made in subsequent years.

POLICY STATEMENT

2.1

2.2

2.3

It is important to note that having a Sierra Leonean nationality does not
guarantee you a passport. For example, you may not get a new passport (or your
existing passport may be taken from you) where the applicant is:

suspected of a serious crime and an arrest warrant has been issued;
a court order stopping you having a Sierra Leonean passport

on bail and bail conditions mean you cannot leave Sierra Leone

the subject of a United Nations order which restricting travel

A passport can also be cancelled or not renewed if it’s for a child and there’s a
court order in place stopping the child from leaving Sierra Leone.

You must have Sierra Leonean citizen to apply for or hold a Sierra Leonean
passport.
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Note also that passports belong to the government and can be cancelled or
withdrawn at any time.

CITIZENSHIP BY BIRTH

3.1

3.2

The Sierra Leone Citizenship Act 1973 provides that every person who was born
in Sierra Leone before 19" April 1971, or who was resident in Sierra Leone on
the 18" April, 1971, and not the subject of any other State shall, on the 19"
April, 1971, be deemed to be a citizen of Sierra Leone by birth provided:

(a) his father or his grandfather was born in Sierra Leone; and
(b) he is a person of negro African descent;

Section (a) above was amended in 2006 to remove the gender discrimination for
those born in Sierra Leone, meaning that citizenship can now be passed through
both the paternal and maternal lines. This was further extended to children born

outside the country in 2017. Therefore, anyone who meets the above conditions

is entitled to a Sierra Leonean passport.

CITIZENSHIP BY DESCENT

4.1

4.2

Citizenship by descent means that if someone has ancestors (such as parents,
grandparents, or even great-grandparents) from a country, they may be eligible
to become a citizen of that country. In the case of Sierra Leone, it applies to
people born outside of Sierra Leone either to biological parent(s) born in Sierra
Leone and meet the definition of citizenship as in paragraph 2.1 above or whose
parents naturalised before they were born.

Therefore, citizenship by descent applies to every person born outside of Sierra
Leone on or after the nineteenth of April, 1971, of a father or mother who is/was
a citizen of Sierra Leone by virtue of provisions of the Act is a citizen of Sierra
Leone and entitled to a Sierra Leonean passport (Citizenship amendment Act,
2017, Section 1).

CITZENSHIP BY NATURALISATION

5.1

Naturalisation is the legal process by which a non-citizen in a country may
acquire citizenship of that country. In the case of Sierra Leone, this means
someone who is not Sierra Leonean applying to the Immigration Department to
become a Sierra Leonean. For example, a Nigerian citizen applying to naturalise
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to become a Sierra Leonean. This is a long drawn out process which requires the
approval of State House through the President for an individual to become a
Sierra Leonean citizen. However, applications for naturalisation are few and far
between and over the years there have been even been cases where the
government has suspended the process for naturalisation due concerns around
those applying to become Sierra Leoneans.

The Sierra Leone Citizenship Act 1973 provides that:

(i) Every person upon attaining the age of 21 and of sound mind who is of a
Negro African descent and must have resided in Sierra Leone for no less
than 8 years, may on application in manner prescribed be granted a
certificate of naturalisation (Section 8(2) 1973).

(ii) Every person upon attaining the age of 21 and of a sound mind neither of
whose parent is a person of Negro African descent and must have resided in
Sierra Leone for years amounting to not less than 15 years may on
application in the manner prescribed, be granted a certificate of
naturalisation (Section 8(3) 1973).

(iif) Any person under the age of 21, whose father or mother was a citizen of
Sierra Leone by naturalisation born outside of Sierra Leone on or after the
date on which the father or mother became a citizen as aforementioned may
if he desires to acquire a citizenship of Sierra Leone make an application for
naturalisation.

Naturalisation by marriage

6.1

The Sierra Leone Citizenship Act (Section 7) 1973 provides for the acquisition of
Sierra Leonean Citizenship by Marriage. The Act provides that every woman who
is not a Sierra Leonean and who is or has been married to a Sierra Leonean
citizen, may on application being made by her in the manner prescribed, be
granted a certificate of naturalization.

Conditions or requirements for certificate of naturalisation

7.1

The Sierra Leone Citizenship Act 1973 set the conditions which an individual
applicant needs to meet in order to qualify for citizenship by naturalisation.
However, this was amended under Section 4 of the 2006 Amendment Act. The
condition stipulated under Amendment Act are:

(i) The person should be of full age;
(if) and of sound mind.
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(iii) Should take an oath of allegiance to the Republic of Sierra Leone in
accordance with the first schedule.

(iv)Must make and register a declaration satisfactory to the Minister of Internal
Affairs concerning residence and employment.

(v) Must pay the prescribed fees

Passport Application for Naturalised citizens

8.1

8.2

8.3

There is substantial number of people who were born in the country but were not
unable to acquire automatic citizenship due to section (b) above which stipulate
that a person has to be of negro African descent to acquire citizenship by birth.
Given this position, naturalisation is the only path by which the majority of these
people can acquire Sierra Leonean citizenship.

Where there is an application for a passport after naturalised citizen, only the
Chief Immigration Officer (CIO) or his Deputy () (DCIO) can approve such
applications. Once the application has been through Customer Care Unit and
Central Processing Unit for initial logging and vetting, the applications should be
submitted to the Secretary to the CIO who will pass it on either to CIO or DCIO
for final approval.

Once an application for a naturalised citizen has been approved and printed, the
collection of the passport must be also through the Secretary to the CIO. The
passport must be signed for in the log book before collection from the office of
the Secretary to the Chief Immigration Officer.

Dual Citizenship

9.1

9.2

A dual citizenship legislative instrument extends citizenship rights to emigrants
who have gone through naturalization processes in other countries. In recent
years, many African governments have passed the dual citizenship law to enable
people in the diaspora to ‘belong’ to both their host countries and their countries
of origin. Given that a large number of Sierra Leoneans who have migrated to
other countries in the last three decades, the number of persons who seek dual
citizenship in other countries is also increasing.

Under the Sierra Leone Citizenship Act 1973, dual citizenship was not permitted.
However, this was changed under Section 5 of the 2006 Amendment Act which
stipulates that a citizen of Sierra Leone may hold a citizenship of another country
in addition to his citizenship of Sierra Leone. This now enable Sierra Leoneans in
the diaspora to access basic rights accorded by both the countries of origin and
the host countries.

Resumption of Citizenship

232



10.1

Annex 186

The Sierra Leone Citizenship (Amendment) Act 2006 makes provision for Sierra
Leoneans who may have lost their citizenship, when the law [under the previous
Sierra Leone Citizenship Act 1973] did not allow for dual citizenship, to resume
their citizenship. Section 7 of the 2006 Amendment Act provides that a Sierra
Leonean who ceased to become a citizen of Sierra Leone upon requirement of
becoming a citizen of another country, may resume his Sierra Leonean
citizenship if he so wishes.
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United Kingdom, Ministry of Defence, Service Police Legacy Investigations, 8
August 2017, last updated 19 October 2021

Available at:

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/service-police-legacy-investigations
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i GOV.UK

Guidance
Service Police Legacy Investigations

SPLI investigations into allegations made by Iraqi civilians
of serious criminal behaviour by UK Armed Forces in Iraq.

From: Ministry of Defence
(/lgovernment/organisations/ministry-of-defence)

Published 8 August 2017
Last updated 19 October 2021 —

Contents

— What work did SPLI carry out?
— Information for complainants
— Work completed

— Quarterly reports

— Contact us

Service Police Legacy Investigations (SPLI), which was led by a senior
Royal Navy Police Officer, met the government’s legal duty to investigate
allegations made by Iraqi civilians of serious criminal behaviour by UK
armed forces in Iraq.

In February 2017, the Secretary of State for Defence announced that the
Iraq Historic Allegations Team (IHAT) would close and any remaining Iraq
legacy investigations would be reintegrated into the service police system.
SPLI took over these remaining investigations at the beginning of July 2017.
Cases that were closed, or in the process of being closed, before, and up
to, 30 June 2017 will be updated on the former IHAT website
(https://www.gov.uk/government/groups/irag-historic-allegations-team-ihat).

What work did SPLI carry out?
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Following the closure of IHAT, service personnel, made up of Royal Navy
Police and Royal Air Force Police, considered any remaining legacy
investigations which look at the alleged behaviour of UK armed forces in
Iraq from 2003 to 2009.

Information for complainants

Complainants can find information about their case in this table: SPLI
information for claimants
(https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/616e8d298fa8f52982a8612f/
20210824-SPLI Information for Claimants.pdf) (PDF, 111 KB, 3 pages)

Work completed

Since SPLI took on the remaining legacy cases, on 1 July 2017, it has
closed 1,291 allegations. SPLI used a detailed investigative strategy looking
at every claim to ensure that credible allegations of criminality were
investigated. They weeded out claims where there was not a case to
answer or it was considered not proportionate to conduct a full investigation.

You can access the table showing the work SPLI has completed here: SPLI

work completed (table)
(https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/616e8ddfe90e07197e16644
0/20210929-SPLI Work Completed Table.pdf) (PDF, 124 KB, 7 pages).
This table only shows those cases that have closed after reaching full
investigation.

Quarterly reports

Written summaries issued by SPLI on progress made are available below.

e SPLI quarterly update: 1 July to 30 September 2017
(https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5ab90deded915d78b9a45
c6a/20180320-SPLI QTR REPORTJul-Sep17 __FINAL1.docx.pdf) (PDF,
122 KB, 2 pages)

o Jsli30 N2017 jsai 1 o — Ady i) cilisiatll Al H&I cilardd | buaill Cuasillyanil
(Arabic)

(https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5e5fbbc8d3bf7f108a2591
80/20180320-SPLI QTR REPORTJul-Sep17 _FINAL1 002 .pdf)

(PDF, 134 KB, 4 pages)
e SPLI quarterly update: 1 October to 31 December 2017

(https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5ab90df640f0b67d674799
79/20180320-SPLI QTR REPORTOct-Dec17 FINAL1.pdf) (PDF, 122

KB, 2 pages)
o JlIl 5831 (2017 Jalll oy 1 e dado )l ciliiaill Aoyl cilasdd  Leaill Cyaall
2017 (Arabic)
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(https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5e5fbc01e90e077e35bed
13¢/20180320-SPLI QTR REPORTOct-Dec17 ArabicFINAL 002 .pdf)
(PDF, 130 KB, 4 pages)

SPLI quarterly update: 1 January to 31 March 2018
(https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5af55389e5274a25ea905f
e3/20180509-SPLI_ QTR _REPORT_ Jan-Mar18 final HQ Comms.pdf)
(PDF, 123 KB, 2 pages)

D331 J 2018 S8 68 1 e — Ao )l cilaaail] 4,30 Gleadd  Liadll Suaaill
2018 (Arabic)
(https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5efb0400e90e075¢c5128f2
88/20200624-QTR Report-1Jan _31March18.pdf) (PDF, 181 KB, 2
pages)

SPLI quarterly update: 1 April to 30 June 2018
(https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5b729535e5274a1d14d1b
f9b/20180630-SPLI QTR REPORT Apr-Jun18.pdf) (PDF, 193 KB, 2
pages)

Olis 30 (M 2018 gluws 1M1 ¢ lSH o Bay ) cliiasl] dda Ha1) claaal Ll Cyaall
(Arabic)
(https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5e5fbc2de90e077e31050f
37/20180630-SPLI QTR REPORT Arabic_Apr-Jun18.pdf) (PDF, 162
KB, 4 pages)

SPLI quarterly update: 1 July to 30 September 2018
(https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5bf69c8aed915d183c9c5
3d9/20181120-SPLI FINAL QTR REPORT Jul-Sep18.pdf) (PDF, 213
KB, 2 pages)

2018 Jobi 30 (N 2018 Jsai 1 (e — iy i) il A H)) ciland)  Loail) Gupaal)
(Arabic)
(https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5e5fbc5d86650c51395b6
bd8/20181105-SPLI FINAL QTR REPORT Arabic Jul-Sep18.pdf)
(PDF, 166 KB, 4 pages)

SPLI quarterly update: 30 September to 31 December 2018
(https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5ca21f0ce5274a77dda81f
06/20190401-SPLI QTR REPORT SEPT-DEC2018 FINAL.pdf) (PDF,
91.1 KB, 2 pages)

2018 s il cliaill oyl cileadd  baill Euaaill (10 30 () Jobl 31 Jli1 058
(Arabic)
(https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5efb0879d3bf7f76939242
2¢/20200624-QTR _Report-30Sep1-31Dec18.pdf) (PDF, 191 KB, 2
pages)

SPLI quarterly update: 1 January to 31 March 2019
(https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5Scecfac9ed915d247979f9
90/20190510-SPLI QTR RPT 1JAN19 31MAR19 FINAL EM.pdf)
(PDF, 87.3 KB, 2 pages)

2331 2019 (SU o 9ilS 1 (e — dodo il culiiadll Al LA cileadd | Liaill Cuaaill
2019 (Arabic)
(https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5e5fbc7886650c514461c
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ab2/20190611-

SPLI QTR RPT 1JAN19 31MAR19 Arabic FINAL adjust .pdf) (PDF,
157 KB, 4 pages)

SPLI quarterly update: 31 March to 30 June 2019
(https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5d7f57a640f0b61c7cd6ffe
7/20190916-SPLI_QTR_RPT_31MAR19-30JUN19-FINAL .pdf) (PDF,
95.4 KB, 2 pages)

SPLI quarterly update: 30 June to 30 September 2019
(https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5e26d1c7ed915d1f1aeae
147/20191111-SPLI QTR RPT 30JUN19-30SEP19-FINAL.pdf) (PDF,
51.8 KB, 2 pages)

2019 duay )l cliaall da H8l) cilaadd Ladll Euaaill (40 30 Gl s 2019 I 30 JU
(Arabic)
(https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5efb08dbd3bf7f768e27c6
20/20200624-QTR_Report-30Jun_30Sep19.pdf) (PDF, 198 KB, 2 pages)
SPLI quarterly update: 1 October to 31 December 2019
(https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5e54ef6fe90e074dc33b2b
3¢/20200227-SPLI QTR RPT 10CT19-31DEC19-FINAL.pdf) (PDF,
92.9 KB, 2 pages)

30 J54i 2019 (M 31 Jlil ¢5iS 2019 Ay jlal) cliiasll Ada 3N cilandd —  Liail) Euaall
= (Arabic)
(https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5efb072fe90e075¢c5582f5
49/20200624-QTR Report-30Sep1-31Dec19.pdf) (PDF, 176 KB, 2
pages)

2019 ciliiaill 4o )&l cilasdd haill Spaail 10 30 J541 2019 I 31 Jlll 058

43, 4l (Arabic)
(https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5efb0953e90e075c4e 144
c53/20200624-SPLI QTR RPT 30SEP19 31Dec19 Arabic-FINAL.pdf)
(PDF, 200 KB, 2 pages)

SPLI quarterly update: 1 January 2020 to 31 March 2020
(https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5edfb3cb86650c421ea3cc
b2/20200401-SPLI QTR RPT-31DEC19-31MAR20-FINAL 1 .pdf) (PDF,
115 KB, 2 pages)

2020 Apa il ciliiasll Ada )il cileddd Liadll Spaaill e 1 S 68 2020 ) 31 0
(Arabic)
(https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5efb098fd3bf7f768e27c62
1/20200624-QTR_Report-1Jan_31March20.pdf) (PDF, 200 KB, 2 pages)
SPLI quarterly update: 1 April to 30 June 2020
(https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5f351fa2e90e0732debd31
0b/20200708-SPLI QTR RPT-1APR20-30JUN20-FINAL.pdf) (PDF, 99.8
KB, 2 pages)

Oloass 30 (12020 gl 1M ¢ 981 2 Apdy ol ciliiail] A 8N cilasdd  duadll Cyaail
(Arabic)
(https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5f351fe9e90e0732e349a7
c9/20200812-SPLI_QTR_RPT-1APR20-30JUN20-FINALPDF.pdf) (PDF,
224 KB, 2 pages)
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o SPLI| quarterly update: 1 July to 30 September 2020
(https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/616e8ec28fa8f5297b64 3f
94/20210730 Quartely Report-1Jul-30Sep20.pdf) (PDF, 166 KB, 2
pages)

o SPLI quarterly update: 1 July to 30 September 2020 (Arabic)
(https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/616e8f0cd3bf7f55fe946ca
4/20210730 Quartely Report-1Jul-30Sep20 Ar.pdf) (PDF, 132 KB, 2
pages)

e SPLI quarterly update: 30 September to 16 November 2020
(https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/616e8f448fa8f529777ffc3
e/20210730 Final Qtrly Report-30SEP20 16NOV20.pdf) (PDF, 139 KB,
2 pages)

e SPLI quarterly update: 30 September to 16 November 2020 (Arabic)
(https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/616e9114e90e07197b571
€66/20210730 Final Qtrly Report-30SEP20 16NOV20 Ar.pdf) (PDF,
184 KB, 2 pages)

Contact us

You can write to the Ministry of Defence at the following address:

Directorate of Judicial Engagement Policy
Level 3 — Zone |

MOD Main Building

Whitehall

London SW1A 2HB

You can also contact us by email: DJEP-TOresponses@mod.gov.uk

Published 8 August 2017
Last updated 19 October 2021 + show all updates

A
ook
o et
All content is available under the Open Government Licence v3.0, except where otherwise stated © Crown copyright
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Myanmar Alinn Daily Newspaper, “Mayu District as an Ethnic Minority Group
in the Union”, 8 July 1961
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(Unofficial Translation)

8-7-1961 Myanma Alinn Daily Newspaper Page. 5

Mayu District as a Minority in the Union (Title)

The first priority is Security. If possible, collaborate with our military and attack the insurgents.
(Highlighted Sub-title)

The following is the comprehensive speech delivered by Brigadier General Aung Gyi during
the surrender ceremony of the Southern Mujahidin leader and his 290 followers in the Mayu
[frontier district. (Abstract Text)

At this ceremony of returning into the legal fold, I would like to say a few words to those of
you, comrades, who had taken up arms and fought against the government on the pretext of
revolution from the time of independence of Myanmar right up to the present in the area of
Maungdaw.

What Rohingya means.

First, I would like to talk about the matter concerning all the residents in Mayu District. Our
Mayu District shares border with Pakistan (now Bangladesh) on its west. Because of sharing
the boundary, there exist communities of Islamic faith living along both east and west sides of
the border line. The people in the west side are called Pakistani (now Bengali) and those who
reside in Myanmar in the east are called Rohingya. I want to tell you a few more that it has
been not a unique case of one single ethnic group residing in two separate countries. There are
inter-related ethnic groups in the adjoining region adjacent to China. For instance, in Kachin
State, there is an ethnic group called Lisu. Lisu are residing in both Myanmar and China. Ei
Kaw [Kaw (Akhar — E — Kaw)] are also in both Myanmar and China. Lawa (Wa) are also in
China and Myanmar. Likewise, there exist Shan in Myanmar and also in China in the name of
Dai. Those people are speaking the same languages and having the same religions. Similarly,
if we look at the Yodaya (Thai) border, there exist Tai race people and so are in Myanmar.
Likewise, ethnic Mon people are in both Myanmar and Yodaya. Ethnic Karen people also are
in Myanmar and in Yodaya. In the same way, this region, adjacent to Pakistan, while there are
the people with the same religion in Pakistan side, there have a community called Rohingya in
this region of Myanmar.

Be Decisive.

Before the public here, I want to say openly. The people of this border region have relatives
and families on both sides. Nevertheless, people on the other side must be Pakistani. Those
who are in this side must be the people of the Union of Burma. The people residing in the
border regions must have strong determination in this spirit unequivocally and irreversibly. As
an instance, if you look at Kachin State, some relatives of local ethnic Kachin people are
residing inside China. However, ethnic Kachin people on the other side are Chinese (citizens)
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2
while the same ethnic Kachin people in our side are Myanmar (citizens). Some are related as
mothers-in-law and daughters-in-law. Some are related as sons-in-law or nephews. Despite
such ties and belonging to the same ethnicity naturally, their countries are different. We must
acknowledge that fact clearly and categorically. In the same way, it will be quite logical only
when the so-called Rohingya people in our land pledge allegiance to the Union of Burma and
those who are on the west side (of the border) pledge their allegiance to Pakistan. [ would like
to tell you, local elders and comrades, you may have relatives, parents -in-law, sons or
daughters in Pakistan, on the west. Let it as it is that relatives are relatives. However, as the
people living in the Union of Burma, [ urge you to make up your mind resolutely to retain your

allegiance and loyalty to the Union. Likewise, your relatives, who may be either in East or
West Pakistan, shall be loyal to Pakistan even though they may have relatives in our side. So
that it will be naturally correct. So, I want to make a sincere request to you, all the attendees,
to share this message to those who are around you clearly and exactly and tell them to be
decisive on that matter.

Mistakes might be made sometimes.

I would like to tell you about a brief historical background on this issue. Previously, as you all
know, people from the mainland Myanmar used to assume that the so-called Rohingya people
over here were Mujahidin Muslims and who were willing to merge with Pakistan. On their
part, people in this region have an opinion that being Muslims they have to join up with East
Pakistan. Based on this view, political activities were taken place trying to create this region a
part of Pakistan like what happened with Sudetenland in the German rule. In fact, it is irrationa
1

and impossible. What had occurred in Germany was the situation before the War and nothing
happens like this after the War. The position and attitude of Pakistan has been exactly correct.
For example, in the case of Kyee (Crow) Island, they did not even make a demand for it. Since
they did not even ask for a tiny island, it would be inconceivable for Pakistan dare to allow the
wish of merging Mayu District into East Pakistan. And it would not consider about that matter
too. Similarly, people from China cannot ask to put (our) Kachin State into Yunnan Province
because of the homogeneity of Kachin tribes residing in both sides. This perspective is no
longer relevant today. It was true in the past. Some people from the mainland Myanmar did no
t

consider people in this region as an indigenous race. It was also true to some extent that some
people here were taking a step towards Pakistan. These were the mistakes of all. Both peoples
from the mainland and here was wrong.

A Minority Group

From now on, I want to tell you openly. We will consider the Mayu District to be a minority
group within the Union. To be exact, those who live in Mayu District must regard yourselves
as a minority. If so the Mayu District will be transformed into a tranquil and peaceful region.

Thus, forget all the mistakes we committed to you in the past. For example, during our previou
]

operations, the villages in this region may have been burned down. These incidents occurred
either operationally or intentionally. Anyway, put these events out of your mind now. From
now on those of you in the Mayu region must see yourselves as people of the Union of Burma,

adopt loyalty to the Union of Burma and assume as a minority. Only then will the Mayu region
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have the prospects to become a peaceful region in future. I hereby request to you — religious

organizations, Malvi teachers, village headmen, former members of armed revolts, old

comrades who were called Rohingya and Mujahidin — to change your attitudes and try to

change that of the people who do not yet to do so (as people of the Union of Burma, the loyalt

y

to the Union of Burma and a minority in the Union.) In the years to come, we will work togeth

er

with you as a minority in the Union for peace and prosperity of the region, youths in the region
to be educated and healthy. This is the first point that [ would like to tell you.

As Relatives

The second point I would like to tell you is the general assumption of the region by our
Tatmadaw. As you all know, the population of the Mayu district is over 400,000 — about
500,000. Your livelihoods here depend mainly on creeks and streams, and agriculture. The
population of this region is much more crowded than the farms you have. Because of the large
number of mouths to feed, this region will naturally remain impoverished. So, the people here
cannot buy more than two or three longyis in a year. People in this region lived in poverty.

To continue page 6,

This is the general economic assumption. I empathized for the poverty of this region as the
members of the Union and as a part of the Union. The administration of the Mayu District
Frontier Region will be responsible for the economic development of this area, and we have
plans to develop it as part of the Union. [ urge you to fully cooperate with the administrators
from the Frontier Region, treating them as if they were your own family members, leaders, and

government representatives while we are implementing economic development in this area.
We will carry out our work in this region with the spirit of close relatives.

Economic progress

There might be differences in religions, customs and beliefs between you and our
administrative officials. In a large country, having differences in religions, customs and beliefs
and a slight variation in languages is not a critical issue. Even in America, there are such kind
of differences. And so are in UK, Russia, and China. In India, and Pakistan, as you see, there
are such kinds of differences in religions and variations in languages. Despite the differences,
everyone has to collaborate. You are requested to collaborate for the development, keeping in
mind as the relatives without exaggerating these small differences between us. As frontier
administrative officers, we are ready to carry out for your development energetically.
Regarding this case, I want to say an important fact concerning the economic progress.

That is, it is important to have the security in this area. If there is a lack of security, no
matter how much effort we invest in development, it will be challenging to improve this area.
Therefore, the first priority must be security. The second priority is ensuring the tranquillity
and safety of this area. Hence, 1 urge the Rohingya men, Rohingya leaders, Rohingya
politicians, and Rohingya religious leaders to inform Tatmadaw and the government here as
much as possible. Defend against the rebels as much as you can. If possible, collaborate with
our military and attack the insurgents.
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This is an order.

By conducting the defence of wards and villages, the insurgents here will be weakened, and
this region will be peaceful. When the region is peaceful and tranquil, we can perform
effectively for the economic development in this region. Simultaneously, we will strive for the
all- round development in economic sector. The words that I uttered now are the orders for the
military officials, such as Colonel Saw Myint, the officer in-charge of the Administration of
the Frontier Area, and Colonel Ye Khaung, who are the attendees of this occasion. In military,
this kind of instruction is an order. There is a difference between the speech on public stage
politically and the speech in military. In military, this kind of words are regarded as the orders
and the members of Tatmadaw, officers and other ranks must follow them. Therefore, after or
before my speech, we have already embarked on certain initiatives for the region. After my
speech, the officer in charge of the Frontier Area Administration and the administrators will
perform actively as much as they can for the development of social welfare, of the residence,
and of the economics.

Regarding the religions and culture in this region, we will encourage the respective
religion that the majorities adhere to. If there are people who are suspicious about the religious

affairs, we will take responsibility from now on that we will support, safeguard and protect the
religions of either majorities or minorities of this region.

To continue 9" July 1961, page 4

Regarding the economic affairs, we will start from livestock breeding in this Mayu
District. In this region, we will support for poultry farming, fish, and cattle. The respective
officials of the Frontier Area Administration, led by Colonel Ye Khaung, will explain in detail
occasionally. The reason why we support the livestock is because there are only a few lands
for agriculture. For instance, a farmer can be in a better condition only if he incorporates the
livestock breeding and agriculture. Therefore, livestock breeding is a must. We think that ever
y farmer needs to do a kind of livestock breeding, and so we are focusing on the
livestock
breeding. The second point is that farmers do one-crop per year. So, we will support to grow
two-crops per year. We will support the sequential cropping such as beans, pulses, and peanuts
. We will specifically support the sequential cropping and livestock breeding. In some
hilly
areas, we will support the orchard- such as tangerines, tea leaves, rose apples, and pears. I am
telling you in draft about our ideas and schemes of the administrators of the Frontier Area of
the Mayu District. [ would like to request the people here to distribute the information to the
public in Mayu District that we establish this Mayu District Frontier Administrative Area for
the regional development, to facilitate the local people to live peacefully, to develop the
economy, education, culture and religion of the local people.

This is an act of gratitude.

The third point I want to say is concerned with the surrender issue. Today, those who
were once engaged in the armed revolution in the southern part of Maungdaw Road,
Buthidaung, surrendered in front of us. We assume that it is, in fact, the act of gratitude to the
farmers and agriculturists. Doing so will facilitate to conduct the agriculture, fishing, raising
chicken, and trade peacefully. I would like you to consider this act of surrender by the rebels
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as an act of gratitude towards the local communities from whom they asked for food and
supplies. If those who surrendered have weaknesses, I, on behalf of them, would like to plead
you to forgive them. The reason behind their insurrection against the government is true to
some extent. They said that the reason of this so-called Mujahidin rebellion is because of the
oppression of the religion, as well as of the economic and the racial oppression. These
forementioned reasons might be true to certain degree in the past. These resulted in the
rebellions, and it is also true to some extent in those days. The public also supported that this
was the issue of Muslims. This might be true in the past but later this is not. At present, it
assuming as you all know, in Mayu District, there is no oppression of religion, no oppression
of economy. Moreover, we are trying to support in every sector. That’s why there is no more
racial persecution. Because we recognize them as a minority group and are doing for the
development of this minority.

Therefore, in this region, there is no oppression on religion, no oppression on economy, no
racial oppression at all. Therefore, there is no more valid reason to revolutionize. In the past,
in 1948, there might have valid and true reasons. However, today...

Robbery by a huge gang

.. in 1961, there is no reason as before. Now, what reason will you propose? What
valid reason will those who rebelled have?

To continue 9 July page 21,

We will support Islam which is adhered by the majority. We will donate to construct mosques.

We will support the Buddhists and monasteries. So, here is no oppression on religion, econom
Y,

as well as racial oppression in this region. In contrast, we are ready to support their needs.
Therefore, there is no reasons for rebellion for these guys. What slogan the rebels shouted in
the past, what they do right now is engaging extortion, robbing, kidnapping girls, or leaders.
These activities are none of concern with the reasons of the rebellions in the past. Their
activities overall are the act of robbery by a big gang.

Invitation to come to the legal fold

Therefore, these armed gangs of robbers will meet the fate of robbers: death. If they continue
robbery, they will be robbers. If they do not have any perspective like those who surrendered
their weapons, they will remain as a hundred percent robbers. Robbers will die in the same wa
y

they did one day. No armed robbers are prosperous in the world or at any period in history. If
they rob, they will die in the same way they did one day. It is definitely sure. They will die
soon like robbers. I can make a prediction. If they have the political spirit and patriotism for
the country, they should give up and come to us like the surrendering comrades. After their
surrender, they should work with all of us in Tatmadaw to develop and progress their villages.
This is our heartfelt, genuine appeal to them all. However, if they think that their policy of
continuing robbery is right, we will conduct the systematic operations. Up until today,
Tatmadaw has received less priority in this Mujahidin region. From now on, we are ready to
pay serious attention to this region. We have adequate military troops. We can send military
troops, if needed, to this region. We can bring in reinforcements. If these remaining insurgents
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do not choose to come to the legal fold (enter the legal fold) in the next few months, we will
have massive troop deployments to this region and before the end of the year, we will wipe the
insurgency out. This is my clearest message.

Request

I wish to make an appeal to our political leaders, religious leaders and community leaders in
Mayu District. We do not view those insurgents who have not surrendered yet as enemies.
Please try to make them have the right perspective like the politically enlightened rebels who
attended. As we view them as members of the Union of Burma, we don’t want any attacks
among fellow Union members. We desire no bloodshed and violence. That’s why, please
persuade them with loving kindness (Metta). If all the leaders: political leaders, religious
leaders and community leaders in the Mayu District who come here cannot persuade them, we
will launch an attack. We are in a position to defeat them. Before we launch our attacks, we
want to avoid bloodshed and violence. Please, I wish to appeal to the leaders, religious leaders
and community leaders to have them enlightened and have the right perspective.

In conclusion, I would like to thank you emphatically all of you who listened with great

patience to what I had to say — including the Mayu region’s political leaders, religious leaders,

community leaders as well as the leaders and their rank-and-file members who had enlightened
and surrendered weapons.

skook skock ok

Reference:

Official Address delivered by Brigadier General Aung Gyi, Vice Chief of Staff (Army), The
Union of Burma Armed Forces, Mujahid Insurgents’ Surrender Ceremony, Maungdaw Town,
4 July 1961. See detail in “Mayu District as a Minority Group in the Union,” Myanma Alinn
Daily Newspaper, News and Periodicals Enterprise, Ministry of Information, the Union of
Myanmar, 8 and 9 July 1961.
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Official Address delivered by Brigadier General Aung Gyi, Vice Chief of Staff (Army), The Union of Burma
Armed Forces, Mujahid Insurgents’ Surrender Ceremony, Maungdaw Town, 4 July 1961. “Mayu District as a

Minority Group in the Union,” Myanma Alinn Daily Newspaper, News and Periodicals Enterprise, Ministry of
Information, the Union of Myanmar, 8 July 1961, pp. 5-6; and 9 July 1961, pp.4 and 21
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Break your journey at no extra fare!
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Consult your local BOAC Appointed Travel Agent
or BOAC. 622, Merchant Sireer, Phones: 1497
14934, 14945, 14956,
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9 July 1961, page.4
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Annex 189

“Burma Radio”, Myanma Alinn, 1 March 1962, and “Burma Radio,” Myanma
Alinn, 2 June 1962 (extract)
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Broadcasting Programme for “Frontier Areas
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Source: “Burma Radio,” Myanma Alinn, 1 March 1962, p.14.

Burma Radio
1t is broadcast on wavelength 31 metres,
49 metres and 314 metres.

1% March Thursday

Morning

7:30  Opening- Auspicious Golden Gong

7:35 The News

7:50 Market Data

8:00 Songs

8:20  The News in Karen Language

8:30  The End.

Afternoon (11:00 — 1:30)

11:00 Birthday Wishes

11:30 Magazine Reading Volume 16,
Issue 12

12:00 Hsu (Thu Khu Ma Aung Than
Band)

12:05 Today Newspaper

12:20 Requested Gramophone Songs

1:00 The News

1:15  Advertisements of the Government

1:20  Oldies in Gramophone

1:30 The End.

Evening (5:30 — 9:30)

5:30 Radio Anyeint

6:10  Programme for Minority in
Frontier Areas

6:30 The News in Mon Language

6:40  Shan Language Programme

7:00 Market Data

7:10  Gramophone Songs

7:20  Shwe Maung Than

7:30 The Story Time

7:45 The News

8: Burmese Classic Songs (Ko Soe
Orchestra)

8:43  Programme for Tomorrow

8:45 The End of the Programme

Second Session
6:30 Announcing the Agenda and the
opening with the song “Eight



6:35
6:45

7:30
7:40
7:45
8:00

8:30
9:00
9:10
9:28
9:30

Annex 189

Triumphs of Buddha” (Ko Thet
00)

International News

Modern Music — Pianist Aung Gyi
Orchestra

Chin Language Programme

Songs on Gramophone

Local News

Entertainment for the soldiers from
the frontlines

World of Entertainment
International News

OST songs of the Movie “Guests”
Programme for Tomorrow

The End

260



Annex 189

Source: “Burma Radio,” Myanma
Alinn, 2 June 1962, p.18.

It is broadcast on wavelength 31 meters, 49
meters and 314 meters.
2" June Saturday

Morning

7:15  Gramophone Songs

7:30 The News

7:40 Market Data

7:50 Requested Gramophone Songs
8:20 The News in the Karen Language
8:30 The End

Afternoon

11: Birthday Wishes

11: 30 Today news

11: 40 Modern songs

12: 10 Requested Gramophone Songs
12: 30 The Experience in One’s

Perspective

12: 40 Favourite songs on Gramophone

1: The News and the Governments’
Advertisements

1: 15 Gramophone Songs

1: 30 The End

Evening

5:30 Winning numbers of the State
Lottery “Aung Bar Lay” (from
wavelength 62 metres)

5:30 Programme for Minority in Frontier
Areas (Rohingya)

5:40 The News in Mon Language

5:50 The News in Kachin [Language

6: The News in Kayin Language

6: 10 The News in Shan Language

6:20 Market Data

6:30  Amateur Orchestra of Survey
Department

7:15  Songs of Luck

7:30 International Songs

7:45 The News

8:00 Shwe Mann Yu Waddy Myint
Myint Anyeint

8:43  Tomorrow Programme

8:45 The End

Second Session

Evening

6:00 Rural Development Programme

6:30 The Programme of National
Commerce and Local Products

7:30 Oldies Songs

7:45 Local News

8:00 Orchestras of Tatmadaw and
Departments of the Government

8:30 The News within a week

9:00 International News

9:15 Modern Songs

9:30 The End.
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Annex 190

Myanmar News Agency, “Five arrested on suspicion of attending terrorist
training”, The Global New Light of Myanmar, 23 June 2017 and “Six more
suspects arrested in connection with October Rakhine State attack”, The Global
New Light of Myanmar, 17 July 2017.

Available at:

https://www.burmalibrary.org/sites/burmalibrary.org/files/obl/docs23/GNLM?20
17-06-23-red.pdf

And :

https://www.burmalibrary.org/sites/burmalibrary.org/files/obl/docs23/GNLM?20
17-07-17-red.pdf
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Cost of visiting Shwedagon for
foreigners rises to Ks 10,000

Ko Moe

ACCORDING to the board of
trusteeship of the Shwedagon
Pagoda, as of 1 December, the
entrance fee for foreigners to visit
the Shwedagon Pagoda will goup
to Ks 10,000.

The price increase was orig-
inally going to be imposed start-
ing 1 June, but at the suggestion
of the Myanmar Travel & Tour
Agency, it was decided that six
months notice should be given.

Presently, Ks 8,000 is being
collected from foreign visitors.
With the increased collection,
arrangements for giving better
services are under way.

“In last summer; there were
few visitors to the pagoda be-
cause of the burning heat while
in January, February and March
foreign visitors came. With the
increased collection of entrance
fees, provision of better services
isunder way”, said U Win Kyaing,
the deputy head of the office of
Shwedagon Pagoda’s Board of
Trusteeship. It has been learnt
that 36,674 tourists visited the
pagoda in May. From the end of
January to the end of April, there
were over 250,000 visitors to the

"

Shwedagon Pagoda is the national landmark of Myanmar. PHOTO:

PHOEKHWAR

famous pagoda. Out of all interna-
tional visitors to the Shwedagon
pagoda, those from a neighboring

country, Thailand, were the most
numerous, followed by guests
from China and Germany. |

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing meets
Vice Admiral Kulekov Valaydii

DEFENCE Services Com-
mander-in-Chief Senior Gen-
eral Min Aung Hlaing who was
in the Russian Federation met
Vice Admiral Kulekov Valaydii
of the Black Sea Fleet head-
quarter at the Sevastopol hotel

meeting room on 22 June.
After the meeting, the Sen-
ior General toured Sevastopol
and visited a battle cruiser
Moskva at the northern port.
Moskva is armed with guid-
ed missiles and was commis-

sioned in 1983.

It has a length of 186.5
meter, beam of 20.8 meter,
draught of 8.4 meter, displac-
es 12,490 ton and has a speed
of 32 knots.—Myanmar News

Five arrested on suspicion of
attending terrorist training

SECURITY forces arrested five
men yesterday on suspicion of
attending a terrorist training in
Mayu mountains.

Following a tip off that
suspected terrorists were in
Tinset village in Buthidaung
Township, security forces car-
ried out a patrol in the village
and found nearly 15 persons

holding sticks and knives and
fled towards the Mayu Moun-
tain range.

The security forces
searched the village and ar-
rested five men including Abu
Sweyauk suspected of attend-
ing terrorist trainings in the
mountains.—Myanmar News
Agency i

Britain Queen’s birthday
event in Nay Pyi Taw

LOCAL admirers of Her Maj-
esty Queen Elizabeth II cele-
brated her 91st birthday at the
Hilton Hotel in Nay Pyi Taw
yesterday evening.

The event started with the
playing of the national anthems
of Myanmar and Britain, after
which Britain’s ambassador to
Myanmar, Mr. Andrew Patrick,
and Union Minster for Social
Welfare, Relief and Resettle-

ment Dr. Win Myat Aye gave
speeches.

The event was attended by
the deputy speaker of Amyotha
Hluttaw, Union ministers, the
national security advisor to the
Union government, the chiefs of
staff of the army, navy and air
forces and other high ranking
officers of the Tatmadaw, hlut-
taw representatives and other
invited guests—MNA B

Senior General visits No. 766
Production and Technological
Equipment Center in Russia

DEFENCE Services Com-
mander-in-Chief Senior Gen-
eral Min Aung Hlaing in Rus-
sian Federation visited No. 766
Production and Technological
Equipment Center on 20 June.

The Senior General viewed
the ambulances, surgical and
laboratory vehicles and oth-
er passenger vehicles in the

Production and Technological
Equipment Center.

Next the Senior Gen-
eral observed and viewed
the test driving of remote
controlled mine disposal vehi-
cles, fighting vehicles and pas-
senger vehicles after which he
test rode on an armored vehi-
cle—MNA N

POEM:

The Goal is close

Agency m

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing holds talks with Vice Admiral Kulekov Valaydii. PHOTO: MNA
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Oh! Myanmar, never bemoan....
Journey to peace is so long;

Waves, though tremendous, always go under the boat,
Mountains, even though with sky-high elevation,
always defeated by the treads of man,
go forward .. step forward ..leap forward
till make a big distance
that assure you grabbing the destination.

Hey! Be united by blood, in the wake of nation’s need,
Pool our blood again to face the nation’s challenges,
With confidence and care, negotiate and coordinate;
Be mindful and dig deep for reality and truth.
Brethren of the Union! one colour one hue,
one habitat, one land,; till the end with hand in hand,
in unison we strive to expedite the peace process,
And witness the Myanmar in colours.

Myo Myat Myat Myint Maung

(Translated in English by Khin Maung Win, GNLM)
(In honour of all those who take part in Peace Making)
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Stake Driving Ceremony for Mandalay High Court held

Stake Driving Ceremony of
Mandalay High Court was held
at auspicious pandal in the place
of construction situated at 66th

or, Region Minister for Natural
Resources and Environmental
Conservation and Minister for

and Gangaw street at 9:50 am
of 16 July. Union Chief Justice
U Htun Htun Oo attended the
ceremony.

Union Minister U Win
Khaing for Electricity and En-
ergy and Construction, Chief
Minister Dr Zaw Myint Maung
of Mandalay Region, Deputy
Minister Dr Htun Naing for
Electricity and Energy, Deputy
Minister U Kyaw Lin for Con-
struction, Speaker of Hluttaw of
the Region, Union Chief Justice
of the Region, Mandalay May-

Fi participated in Stake
Driving Ceremony and sprayed
the scented water around the
pandal.

Feeding dragon ritual was
done by Union Chief Justice U
Htun Htun Oo in the eventas a

ymbol of £ 1s
of Stake Driving Ceremony.

The Region High Court
building is 240 ft long and 240
ft wide RC, 3-storied building
which will be constructed on the
land of 4.89 acres by Building
Department (2) special team
(6) of Ministry of Construction.

n

My News Agency @

Stake Driving Ceremony
of Mandalay High Court
in progress. PHOTO:
MNA

- A

Six more suspects arrested
in connection with October
Rakhine State attack

MYANMAR security forces
arrested six suspects on 15
July allegedly connected to
an armed attack in Ngakh

Rakhine State in October.

The suspects were detained

in Ngakhura police station
diver Funther iniveatissts

pendiig 5

village, Maungtaw Township

M News Ag u

Independent media group collecting news in Rakhine State. PHOTO:
MNA

Independent media
group tours Rakhine

AN independent media group
including foreign journalist
interviewed the chief minister
and ministers of Rakhine State
cabinet at the government of-
fice in the regional capital Sit-
tway yesterday morning.

They also gathered news
at Thetkai-pyin and Dar-paing
relief camps in Rakhine State.

The media group arrived
back Yangon from Sittway by
air in the evening. —Myanmar
News Agency Bl

Kidnapped victim found dead in Buthidaung

Abdu Sulwon who was abducted
by about 15 masked men at his
home in Maunghnama Village
on 4 July was found dead near
Kalan Pann Zin creek on 15 July.

Mar Mauk Tuhel, a boat

driver; in Nga Yant Chaung vil-
lage, Buthidaung found a body
stranded near Kalan Pann Zin
creekand reported to the Taung
Ba Zar Police Station. After an

identified the dead person as
Abdu Sulwon of Maunghnama
village.

The case is under inves-
tigation. — Myanmar News
A

tion the sty

o

=)

Ms. Yanghee Lee meets Kayin State Government officials

Ms. Yanghee Lee, United Na-
tions Special Rapporteur on
the Situation of Human Rights
in My led a delegation to

Ms. Lee met with Inter-
im Kayin State Chief Minister
and Minister of State Project,
Fi and Develop tU

meet with Kayin State govern-

Than Naing; with state govern-

ment officials at Pyidaung;
Yeiktha in Hpa-an yesterday,
according to a report from the
Information and Public Rela-
tions Department (IPRD).

and with Govern-
ment Secretary U Pyone Cho to
discuss Kayin State’s security
situation.

The discussion also covered

ment

resettlement of displaced My-
anmar people along the Myan-
marThai border and local devel-
opment projects, including mine
clearance.

Following the meeting,
the UN delegation met with
civil society organizations at
Thiri Hpa-an Hotel, Hpa-an.
—SawMyo Min Thein IPRD) B

Maungtaw crab catchers benefit from breeding season

CRARB catchers are earning an
average of K=10,000 during the
rainy season, according to local
fishermen in Maungtaw Town-
ship, Rakhine State.
“Crabs are bred in rainy
and quently the
crab catching iz good during
this season” said Ko Soe Aung
of Aungminglar Village of
are caught by placing traps in
from Maungtaw area are sent
to Sittway through Angumaw
by Hilux pick-ups. Daily output
is three Hilux truckloads. They
are sent alive to China from Sit-
tway”, said crab trader U Tin
Maung of 4" Ward of Buthitaung
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Crab catchers enjoying good business in Rakhine State. PHOTO:
THETKA

Township. “Dead crabs are sold

price Ks15,000 to 25,000 per batch

to local ata

lly a recyecled 110-pound

able price.” Crab traders buy
crabs from crab catchers at the

rice bag) —Myint Muang Soe,
Aung Kyaw Oo
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Vice President U Henry Van Thio is seen off by diplomats, Yangon
Region Chief Minister U Phyo Min Thein and Yangon Mayor U Maung
Maung Soe at Yangon International Airport. PHOTO: MNA

VP to attend Water&
Disaster UN Session

Vice President U Henry Van
Thio left for New York yester-
day evening to attend the 3rd
UN Special Thematic Session
on Water and Disasters to be
held in New York.

The Vice President was
seen off at Yangon Interna-
tional Airport by Yangon Re-
gion Chief Minister U Phyo
Min Thein, Yangon Mayor U
Maung Maung Soe, officials

from Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs, Ministry of Social Wel-
fare, Relief and Resettlement,
Mr. John R. Groch Deputy
Chief of Mission of US Embas-
sy in Myanmar and officials.

The Vice President was
accompanied by Union Min-
ister for Social Welfare, Re-
lief and Resettlement Dr.
Win Myat Aye and officials.
— Myanmar News Agency B

Two more suspects arrested in connection
with October Rakhine State attack

Myanmar security forces ar-
rested two additional suspects
on Sunday in connection with
an alleged armed attack in Nga-
khura village, Maungtaw Town-
ship, Rakhine State in October.

While on patrol in U Shae
Kyae village in Maungtaw
Township on security forces
arrested Marmauk Yawshee,
42 and Aryoke, 33 on suspicion
of participating in an armed

attack of Rakhine State in Oc-
tober.

The suspects were de-
tained in Ngakhura police sta-
tion for further investigation.
— Myanmar News Agency Bl

Deputy Amyotha
Hluttaw Speaker
receives Mr. Liam
Laurence Smyth

Deputy Amyotha Hluttaw Speak-
er U Aye Tha Aung received Mr.
Liam Laurence Smyth, the Clerk
of Legislation at the House of
Commons of United Kingdom at
the Amyotha Hluttaw Hall (J) in
Nay Pyi Taw yesterday.

During the meeting, they
cordially discussed experi-
ence of the two parliaments.
—Myanmar News Agency B

Deputy Amyotha Hluttaw Speaker U Aye Tha Aung meets with Mr. Liam

Laurence Smyth. PHOTO: MNA

UN delegation returns to Yangon from Hpa-an

Ms. Yanghee Lee, UN Special
Rapporteur on the Situation
of Human Rights in Myanmar
returned to Yangon by air from
Hpa-an yesterday. While the

UN delegation was in Hpa-an,
they met with Kayin State Gov-
ernment and officials of State
departments at the Pado David
Taw guest room on 16 July.

The delegation also met
with national and local civil
society organizations at Thi-
ri Hpa-an Hotel in Hpa-an.
— Saw Myo Min Thein IPRD) B

18 Community Centres in the pipeline for States and Regions

Ministry of Information is plan-
ning to establish Community
Centres with a children library,
training hall, multi-purpose hall,
meeting hall, ggmnasiums and
ayouth centre at 18 locations in
states and regions.

At the meeting held yes-
terday afternoon at a meeting
hall of Printing and Publishing
Department in Theinbyu Street,
Yangon, Union Minister for In-
formation Dr Pe Myint and offi-
cials from Yangon Region, dis-
trict and township level officials
of Information and Public Rela-
tions Department (IPRD), Min-
istry of Information and Hluttaw
representatives discussed the
joint implementation works for
the plan for establishing com-
munity centres.

In his speech at the meet-
ing, Union Minister Dr Pe Myint
said successive governments
had setup IPRD offices under
various names and the term
“Public Relations” had been
in use and offices were setup
in towns and regions to carry
out public relations. However,

depending upon the nature of
the government, there were dif-
ferences in work conducted. In
ademocracy government, there
is a need to inform the public
and to listen to the voice of the
public, he added.

Similarly, adjustment must
be made to be in accord with
the requirement of the changing
time, changing system, situa-
tion, equipment and materials.

In the transition period to
democracy, conduct on political
matters will change towards a
system inclusive of majority par-
ticipation and decision. A coun-
try’s executive and legislative
mechanism will be practiced
with a system that involves the
pluralism

As such, people’s partici-
pation need to increase in the
political process. The more the
people participate, the more
democratic system takes shape.
Community Centre can be said
tobe award and village centered
place where people can gather
there, said the Union Minister.

“This is a place where peo-

ple will discuss about their ward
and village. It is the place that
will increase and support the
public participation in the po-
litical process and that is why
this meeting with the people’s
representatives is being held,”
said the Union Minister.

The voices coming out of
Community Centres need to be
the voices and opinions of the
people. The voices and opinion of
the grassroot level peoples need
to reach the top in a democracy
era, he added.

The Centre will be formed
to support all — the children,
youth, people of the community,
elders and middle-aged.

The plan now is to setup
as Community Centres that
have IPRD library and office
in coordination with other or-
ganisations. Together with Daw
Khin Kyi Foundation, existing
one (IPRD library and office) in
Natmauk, Myaungmya, Insein
and Pyinmana will be renovated
into Community Centre while
libraries will be transformed into
Community Library. The effect
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Union Minister Dr Pe Myint addresses at the coordination meeting on
establishing community centres. PHOTO: MNA

of combining Community Centre
and Community Library is for
ward and village development.
While working for youth devel-
opment, discussion on ward
and village matter is also being
targeted.

Community Centres are not
modernization and upgrading of
IPRD libraries and offices but a
place that supports the building
of a democracy. If the place is
used for ward, village and youth
development rather than as a

display area, Community Centre
will help and support the com-
munity as well while Myanmar
society also becomes a society
that supports the building of a
democracy said the Union Min-
ister. Afterward, Yangon Region
Hluttaw Deputy Speaker U Lin
Naing Myint, IPRD Director
General U Maung Pe and Hlut-
taw representatives discussed
and suggested on setting up
Community Centre.

SEE PAGE-6
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4,000 APARTMENTS TO BE CONSTRUCTED IN HLEGU P-4 (LOCAL NEWS)
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NATIONAL NATIONAL
President attends State Counsellor
stake-driving ceremony receives Ms.

for staff housing Yanghee Lee
PAGE-3 PAGE-3

NATIONAL

VP U Henry Van Thio
addresses UN special session
on water and natural disasters
PAGE-3

Republic of the Union of Myanmar
Ministry of the Office of the State Counsellor
Press Release

(1% July 2017)

1. The UN Human Rights Council (HRC) passed at its 34thSeasion a resolution
that called for the dispatch of an international fact-finding mission to Myanmar.
This resolution also extended the mandate of the Special Rapporteur.

2. The resolution was based on unsubstantiated allegations. Additionally, the
estabhshmentoftheﬁdﬁndmgmmonmtﬂddomm’etomﬂame rather
than rezolve, the complex and challenging situation that confronts the country:

3.

th. £ &

iat ‘1welffromﬂerRCmolnhonaaawhole
Coopu'ahonwtthﬂ:eUmtedNahummﬂle tone of My s fi
pohcyDespltemmdlmaahon,weagteedtoaeeeptthepmpoulﬁxﬂ:evmt
of the Special Rapporteur and to facilitate the disck of her HRC mandat:
Many government representatives di ‘wnththe“ ial Rapporteur,
dmnghermhﬂxed:aﬂengeafaangouremmh'yamiwreﬁomtorewlve

Durmgtheaedmcusaonsweouﬂmeddeaﬂyﬁ:rtheSpee:alIhworﬁemﬂle
extensive steps the government has taken to promote peace and development
for the benefit of the people of Myanmar. We also stated that we are committed
to overcoming the chall we face.

15!

SEE PAGE-10

Rakhine slayings by insurgents

Journalists say militants are killing villagers who support government

IN the middle of the night on 4
July, more than a dozen masked
men, dressed head-to-toe in
black, surrounded Abdu Sul-
won’s home in northern Rakhine
State. His widow says that was

“I saw a trail of blood where
they dragged him away,” zaid
Haleda, 40, showing bruises on
her body where she says the
men beat her with sticks. Her
husband’s body was found in a
Hna Ma, a week ago.

She gave her account to re-
porters during a government-or-
journalists to northern Rakhine
State.

Officials say Muslim insur-
gents are behind this and a slew
of killings in the area that has
been racked by violence in re-
cent monthz, with security forces
accused of committing atrocities

inst civili

“It is clear that Muslim
militants are taking out Muslim
villagerz who are perceived to

Picture taken July 14, 2017. PHOTO: REUTERS

A Myanmar border guard police officer stands guard in Tin May village, Buthid. hi

state, M on 14 July 2017.

be collaborating with the govern-
ment,” U Thaung Tun, National
Security Adviser of Myanmar,
told diplomats in Yangon.

At least 44 civilians have
been killed and 27 have been

kidnapped or gone missing in

northern Rakhine in the past
nine months, U Thaung Tun said.

It was not possible to inde-
pendently verify those figures
or establich who was behind any
of the killings described to jour-
nalists. Insurgents have denied

But in two cases, including
that of Abdu Sulwon, relatives of
the vietims broadly supported
the official version of events.

Journalists who have re-
ported from Rakhine State con-

273

firmed that many Muslim villag-
ers have been killed by Muzlim
militants,

“Villagers who have rela-
tions with the authorities are
mainly targeted by the insur-
genta, so far about 17 have been

a reporter from Myanma Alin
Daily, who alzo took part in the
recent trip to troubled areas
along with local and foreign

SEEPAGE-10
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31 suspects arrested
in Maungtaw Tsp

A combined team comprising
members of the security force
detained 31 suspects in Maung-
taw Township on 22 July.

The team acting on infor-
mation that terrorists were hold-
ing a secret meeting in Kyauk
Hlaykha Village, Area 6 in the
township, made a check in the
village and arrested 31 persons
including 25-year-old Sway Ta-
laung who did not meet the re-
quirements of the household list.

Saya Mauk a 27-year-old
man of Mingalagyi Village of the
31 suspects holding the secret
meeting at the house ofhis elder
sister Sura Bekhaung tried to
attack the team members with
a 14-inch knife. He was over-
powered and arrested together
with the weapon. The suspects
are under legal examination
to ascertain whether they are
connected with any terrorist or-
ganization. —Myanmar News
Agency®

INTERNAT NEWS

Documentary photos show 31 suspects arrested in Maungtaw
Township on 22 July, 2017. PHOTO: STATE COUNSELLOR OFFICE

INFORMATION COMMITTEE

Panda cub at Tokyo zoo growing well,
can now crawl on its own

TOKYO — A female panda cub
born laat month at a Tokyo zoo
is growing well and can now
crawl, as well as move its head
from side to side, zoo officials
said Sunday.

The giant panda cub has
drawn public attention since
its birth at the Ueno Zoologi-
cal Gardens on 12 June. It is
the first panda cub born there
aince 2012. The zoo has been
closely monitoring the growth
of the cub, whose birth was

celebrated in Japan as well as
China.

The cub weighed 1,656.5
grame and was 34.1 centimeters
long in a checkup on Saturday,
which marked 40 days since its
birth, the zoo said, adding the
cub can also slightly open its
eyes.

The zoo also said the cub
was seen crawling from 17 July
and two days later, and has hair
growing from its limba.

The cub was born to moth-

er Shin Shin and father Ri Ri.
Their previous cub died in 2012,
less than a week after its birth
at Japan's oldest zoo, which
opened in 1882. According to
the zoo, the 12-year-old mother
panda is breastfeeding the cub
and helping it discharge waste.

“The mother appears to be

Missing villager found
dead in Buthidaung

Township

A missing villager was found
dead on 22 July night in Buthi-
daung Township after a search
that started soon after his dis-
appearance was noticed.
The missing person, Raw
Shee (53) of Maunggyi Taung
Village left his house to work
in his erop field two miles from

the village at about 7 am on
that day. As he failed to come
back home his family and
villagers made a search and
found his body near hiz field at
about 10 pm. He died of cuts in
the neck. Security forces have

pened a case.
News Agency B

A
2

Hidden suspect arrested
in Maungtaw Towhship

A suspect hidden in dark was
arrested by residents in the

ward and sent to the police

station in M

at night of 21 July, according to
yesterday report of Myanmar
News Agency.

Ji Yar Man, 18, son of Adu
Yaw Kain from Shwe Zarr

Gone Nar village hid in dark
of Ye Paw restaurant in Myo-
ma north ward. The residents
found and sent him to Myoma
police station as he resisted
them.

The suspect is being in-
vestigated under the law. —
Myanmar News Agency B

Illegal good deterred at
Yaypu and Mayanchaung

check points

A combined team comprised
of officers and staff from the
departmenta concerned is
checking for illegal goods

Yangon- Myawady road to on
22 July.
The combined team is
checking at Yaypu and Ma-
1 ;

at Yaypu and Mayanch

tion gate.

check points which were reo-
pened on 1 March, according
to a report.

There were 587 exported

stable in rearing its cub,” said
Mikako Kaneko, a zoo official.
The zoo will continue monitor-
ing the mother and cub round
the clock. — Kyodo News ll

21 fall ill after drinking toxic tea in northern India

NEW DELHI — At least 21
people have fallen ill after drink-
ing toxic tea at a beverage stall
in the northern Indian state of
Uttar Pradesh, a police official
said Sunday.

“The incident took place in
the state’s Mirzapur district.
After consuming the tea from

which they were soon rushed
to a local health centre,” he zaid.

Three of the victims are
said to be in critical condition
and have been referred to Vara-
nasi Trauma Centre in the holy
town of Varanasi for treatment,
the official said.

“A probe has been ordered
into the incident and tea sam-

the roadside stall, the victi
plained of i and
atarted vomiting, following

ples from the stall have been
sent for testing to ascertain what

caused the poisoning. A man-
hunt has also been launched
to track down the owner of the
tea stall who fled after reports
of poisoning in his beverage,”
he added.

Tea or chai (in Hindi and
most other Indian languages)
iz India’s most favourite drink.
And thousands of roadside
joints sell the beverage across

India. —Xinhua B
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hicles and 556 imported ve-
hicles along Mandalay-Muse
Pyidaungsu road as well
as 52 exported vehicles and
122 imported vehicles along

v o v

They stopped and searched
the 12 wheels at the Ma-
yanchaung inspection gate
and seized the illegal goods,
Brake Fluid (1116kg) and
Grease (2333 kg), estimated
worth Ks 7.529 million as they
have no official documents.
—GNLM N

Vehicle accidents on the
Yangon-Mandalay highway

A Shwe Sin Setkyer Express
bus carrying 50 people on the
Yangon-Mandalay highway
crashed yesterday before
dawn and caused no injuries
or fatalities.

The bus collided with the
center guardrail near mile
marker 248/2.

Later in the day, a Dai-
hatsu Hijet vehicle headed

to Mandalay from Nay Pyi
Taw on the same highway
rolled over and injured five
women out of a total of two
men and seven women pas-
sengers.

The injured people were
taken to Meiktila Hospital
by the Thee Gone Highway
Police.—Than Oo (Lay Myit
Hnar) B
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Fire fighters putting off fire at
a house in Maungtaw which
was hit by extremist terrorists
attacks. PHOTO: STATE
COUNSELLOR OFFICE

" INFORMATION COMMITTEE

EXTREMIST terrorists blew out
improvised bombs, set fire the
villages and attacked the police
tposts in Regi 2 of M: g
tawyesterdayfmmﬂlemmnmg
to afternoon.
About 100 extremist terror-

ists attacked Ngayantchaung
police outpost with four hand-
made bombs. In the incident,
one of the hand-made bomb

to the nearby mountain range
in the east. About 500 extremist
terrorists staged second attack

N, T

on Ngay g police out-

who retreated from the scene

post where they were met with
a police repulse. Similarly, ex-
tremist terrorists surrounded

Minkhamoung police outpost
in Region-2 where they were
fought back by security person-
nel. Security perzonnel rescued
a wounded woman while on pa-
trol between Saylay and Yankha
SEE PAGE-7

Cedi Villages.

( Official Translation)

The Republic of the Union of Myanmar
Anti-terrorism Central Committee
Order No. 1/2017
1379 MY 4 Waxin Da_of Tawthalin
(25 August 2017)

ARAKAN ROHINGYA SALVATION ARMY (ARSA) DECLARED AS TERRORIST GROUP

Following is the full text of the official transl of the t which declares the Arakan Rohingya Salvation
Army (ARSA) a terrorist organization. An unofficial translation of the t was covered on the front page

of the 26-8-2017 issue of the Global New Light of Myanmar:
The AntiTerrorism Central Committee has issued this Order with the approval of the Union Government in exercise of the
AntiTerrorism law Section-72 Sub-section (B).
1 The Government of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar has formed various committees to undertake the tasks to ensure

security, stability and peace, rule oflaw and r tin Rakhine State. It has also carried out regional security
and development tasks and provided health care services ﬁx.lﬁIhng the requirements of the State.

SEE PAGE-7

8 August 2017

NATIONAL

Six relatives killed
amid firefight between
terrorists and soldiers
PAGE-6

NATIONAL

Ethnic affairs office for
Mon State

PAGE-3

NATIONAL

Medical specialists from
Republic of Korea teach
practical Cadaveric
Surgery in University of
Medicine, Mandalay
PAGE-9

NATIONAL

Anyeint should be
mixture of artistic values
and democracy essence
PAGE-3

BUINESS

Marine exports
increased by over $19
million in current FY
PAGE-5

AN EZEANK

STRENOTRN OF DVADDAR
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Information Committee of
State Counsellor’ Office issues
the warning notification which
states not to do supporting to or
abetting the extremist terror-
ists and ARSA, supplying , or
writing in medias in support of
extremist terrorists and ARSA,
it iz learnt.

Myanmar Counter-terror-
ism Central C ittee has al-

Extremist terrorists hatching plot for another brutal attack. PHOTO:
MNA

use of officially acknowledged
word “extremist terrorist”.
Now, the news had already
been issued that the United
Nation, United States State De-
partment, Ministry of Foreign
Affairz of Turkey, American
Embassy and British Embas-
sy in Myanmar strongly con-
d d the terrorist attacks of

ready declared the extremist
terrorists and ARSA who per-
petrated in the terrorist attacks
in Maungtaw area on 25 August
2017 as Terrorist Group.
While the extremist ter-
rorists were besieging and
blocking the Taungbazar vil-
lage on 26 August, the news
that some INGO staffs were
seen in the terrorist group
was secured. The investiga-
tion is going on to verify the
news. Likewise, the informa-
tion about finding high-energy
biscuits which had been sup-
plied by WFP at the terrorist
camps on Mayu mountain
on 30, July 2017 was also issued.
Furthermore, some news
media used the other terms
(for instance “insurgents”) in

extremist terrorists in Maung-
taw area.

The responsible personnel
are now undertaking the nec-
easary procedures to inform
the governments of foreign
countries through the Interna-
tional Police to take necessary
action on the persons who are
connected with or helping the
extremist terrorist and ARSA,
or the persons or organizations
that make financial support to
them.

It is highly important to
stamp out the extremist ter-
rorists and ARSA since the
Counter-terrorism is the com-
mon interest for the families
of the world, international or-
ganizations including the Unit-
ed Nations, and international

Food delivered by WFP to IDP camps are found in the hidden tents of terrorist PHOTO0: MNA

governmentz. In this warning
notification, supporting to or
abetting the extremist ter-
rorists and ARSA, supplying
, or writing in medias in sup-
port of extremist terrorists

Warning In Relation With Extremist Terrorists

and ARSA are banned and if
those acts described above
are found committed in do-
mestic, action will be taken in
accordance with Counter-ter-
rorism Law. If those from

foreign countries are found
not abiding by the warning,
they will be informed
to the International Po-
lice for necessary action.
—Myanmar News Agency ll

Itis learnt according to the
news release from Information
e ittee of State C llor’s

ist and ARSA, which involved
terrorist attacks
t 2017 as Terrorist

S M 5

m

Office at 6.45 pm of yesterday
evening the encouraging, sup-
porting and cooperating with
extremist terrorists are strictly
banned.

In that news release Cen-
tral C ittee of Count

on 25 Aug)
Groups.
Currently the security fore-
es have been striving to protect
the properties of people and to
maintain peace and stability in
Maungtaw, together with the
people in accordance with the

Terrorism of Myanmar has
declared that extremist terror-

existing law. In the event of this
attempt, the main target is to

subdue the acts of extremist
terrorist and it does not tar-
get to the people who are not
connected to or involved in the
terrorist’s acts.

Nevertheless, in suppress-
countered the attack of security
forces by using the children as
human shield, burning the vil-
lages of minority ethnic people
and terrorized killing. Those

Issuing notification of acknowledging and urging the people
not to encourage, support and abet extremist terrorists

who get involved in those ter-
rorist acts will be assumed as
terrorists.

Bengalis who are not con-
nected or don't abet with ex-
tremist terrorists need not be
apprehensive. Besides, the
news release advised the local
people not to be malicious and

es are undertaking their duties
and not to get outzide in the time
prohibited by 144 Curfew Order.

In the news release, peo-
ple are urged for those who
want to stay in peace and sta-
bility to cooperate with secu-
rity forces and administrative

aggressive, not to hold sticks,
Ikmives or swords or any other
weapon while the security fore-
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Extremist terrorism on the rise!

Equipment left behind by terrorists.

As the extremist terrorists were
committing arson, mine and ter-
rorist attacks against villages,
security posts and Buddhist mon-
people in Maungtaw area the
whole day on 26 August, security
forces have been launching op-
erations to stabilize and control
the area, according to the news
lease issued by the Informati

Committee of the State Coun-
sellor Office yesterday morning.

About 50 extremist terrorists
attacked members of security
force with small arms from the
edge of a mangrove forest about
70yaxdsawayat9.mamon26mk

Cars torched by extremist terrorists.

security forces fired back and
halted them. Security forces from
the'lhhnadaWJGnedfmesmﬂl
the Kyunpaukpy

PHOTO: STATE COUNSELLOR OFFICE INFORMATION COMMITTEE

that he had no idea how many of
the persons who were left behind
were killed or still alive.

outpostshotbacktheextreunst
terrorists with small arms. The
extremist terrorists retreated.

tions at 9.30 am on 26 August, ex-
tremist terrorists attacked their
truck with a directional mine
near Nwayontaung village. So
the security forces fought back
and cleared them off.

About 300 extremist ter-
rorists armed with sticks and

improvised
plantedbyextremmttaronsts
loded at Zinpai
andlmmmom&ngamaoftbe
area 6 in Maungtaw Township
from 2.45 pm to 4.42 pm on 26
August. Two home-made bombsa
were blown up during the time
between 4.40 pm and 4.55 pm
at Kyaukhlayga village. At 5.20
pm, extremist terrorists burnt
down Natchaung outpost. At 5
pm, about seven extremist ter-
rorists in two groups came and
ttacked about 370 students of

knives besieged Ky !

3 = 24

gust. The ity swho

joined forces with their t
partsin Kyunpaukpyusu-chaung-
wa ; t of area 4in Maungt
Township from Kyaukek g
outpost were on their way back
fromHi out-
post where they took their ra-
tions. The security forces arrived
backat Kyunpaukpyusu-chaung-
wa outpost after fighting back
and clearing off the extremist
terrorists.

At that time, about 300 ex-
tremist terrorists from Phetleik-
pyin and Zeebinchaung-myauk
villages of Kyunpaukpyusu vil-
lage-tract were approaching the

atpost and were r gata

placejust 500 yards fromit. Hence

g itpost of area

4, Maungtaw Township at 10.20

am. Hence Ngaman gunboat of

the fleet of Tatmadaw vessels at

POE gate of Maungtawrushed to
the area as reinforcement.

About 20 ethnic Dienet peo-

ple of Yanka-zaydi village, area

2 of Maungtaw Township, at

2.30 pm went to A ethnic

Nantthataung Parahita monas-
tic education school who were
at the high school of Taungpyo-
letwei sub-township. But when
Tatmadaw columns fought back
extremist terrorists fled, leaving
behind two dead bodies.
Meanwhile, security forces
pursued and cleared off four
ked extremist terrorists at

village to stay there. But they
were attacked by nearly 100 ex-
tremist terrorists from Kyauk-
knives when they reached the
place near the entrance bridge
of the village. Only U Maung Ba
Sein (28) escaped the attack He
informed the Aungthabye area
office about the attack, saying

Wapeik village near outpost No
4 of the No 1 border guard police
force HQ. At 5.33 pm, extremist
terrorists launched hit-and-run
grenade attack on Zinpaingnya
outpost. Security forces had to
clear the mines planted by ex-
tremist terrorists near the out-
post at 5.35 pm.

At 5.45 pm, extremist terror-

ists torched their own homes in

five homes. At 845 pm, another
home-made bomb exploded near

tes later, they prep
attacka police outposts followed
by an exchange of gunfire be-
tween the two sides at 6.05 pm.
Security forees had to returned
the fire and cleared the extrem-
ist terrorists off as they started
attacking Gawduthara outpost
at 6.17 pm. A mine planted by
extremist terrorists exploded at

Gawlidula village. Az the extrem-
ist terrorists from Gawduthara
village were moving towards the
fence of Pyinphyu area office at
9.45 pm security forces were tak-
ing security measures with full

combat readiness.
The extremist terrorista
whﬂeumngbmad]yhome-made
in g terrorist

7.15 pm at Pyathat outpost. One
doned Gatkyein outpost. At the
same time, extremist terrorists
and security forces exchanged
fire on the road between Laun-

Extremist terrorists burnt
down 42 houses, 13 shops and a
village monastery at Nanthan-
taung village, Kuntheebin vil-
lage-tract, Maungtaw Township
at 7.30 pm on 26 August. Ethnic
people of the village are now
taking refuge at Taungpyo-let-
wei high school. At 825 pm, a
home-made mine exploded at
Kyaukhklayga village 50 yards
from Pyinphyu outpost. Eight

adzwerebeﬂegmgﬂlemmonty
aticks, knives and guns. So the
security forces have to launch
area clearance operations. The
extremist terrorists are murder-
ing village administers who are
also Muslims like them while us-
ing battery-ignited launcher-like
guns in committing terrorist acts.

The extremist terrorists
committed their terrorist at-
tacks in parallel with the re-
leaze of the final report of the
Advisory Commission on Ra-
khine State and the date of the
UN meetings that is drawing
nearer. Moreover, they chose
25th August (Friday) as their
g date.

minutes later, security forces
while conducting area clear-
ance operations found about 10
extremist terrorists. When the
security forces pursued them,

As the Central Committee
for Counter Terrorism has al-
ready declared them as a terror-
ist group, any supporter or helper
shall alsobe branded as terrorist.
—Myanmar News Agency ll

Six relatives killed amid firefight
between terrorists and soldiers

Six bers of a 12 b

family were shot to death while
returning to their home in
Maungtaw from their jobs as
labourers during clashes be-

cover in a nearby construction
site. Two men, a woman and
three children were killed. Two
other women were critically in-
jured. Four children survived
without injury. The dead were
taken to Maungtaw Hospital.
—Myanmar News Agency B

The red spot onthe map sho;vs
where the murders took place.
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Illegal electronic products
confiscated in Shan State

Law enforcement officials
seized contraband electron-
ic products they discovered

during a vehicle inspection

tronic devices wroth Ks17
million in a Toyota Mark IT
truck.

On the same day, po-
lice ducted 10 seizures

at Yaypu checkpoint, Hseindi
Towngzhip, Shan State on 26
August.

The officers found tel-
evisions, mobile phone ac-
cessories and other elee-

of goods worth an estimat-
ed worth Ks21 million in
Mayanchaung checkpoint,

Kyaikto Township, Mon State.
—GNLMu
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ARAKAN ROHINGYA SALVATION ARMY (ARSA) DECLARED AS TERRORIST GROUP

FROMPAGE-1

2 On 9 October 2016, the terrorists launched a surprise attack on the No.1 Border Guard Police Command Headquarters (Kyikanpyin), police outpost at Kotankauk
and the Ngakhuya local administrative office. In that incident, 9 policemen were killed and 48 assorted arms, 6624 bullets, 47 bayonets, and 164 bullet cartridges
seized by the terrorists. Investigation reveals that terrorists had infiltrated the area where the majority of the residents were Muslims and organized violent
attacks to escalate terrorist acts in that area.

3. In responze to the situation, Border Guard Police Command No.1 reinforced troops and has been collaborating with the Tatmadaw to provide security in the
region. The multiple killings, threats and propaganda have adversely affected the process for regional peace and rule of law. Clearance operations in May Yu

gainst the R

mountain range have alzo uncovered multiple terrorist training camps.

Brthid

Vathed 4 1
g and p

as well as

4 On25AuguBLam'emmttemmtgmupaagam]amdaedsneakattad{son30pohee atposts in Maungt:
i dquarters in Taungthazar village. 10 police officers, 1soldxerandlxmnngahonoﬂicermmhlled.chuntyofﬁcersandanumberof
civilians were wounded. 6 firearms were lost.

5. The Government of the Republic of the Union of My

again. It will strive to bring the perpetrators to justice.
6. The Union Government hereby declares that the Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA) and its supporters, responsible for the acts of terrorism, as a terrorist
group in accordance with the CounterTerroriem Law Section 6, Sub-Section 5.

atrongly cond

these terrorist acts and will do all in its power to prevent them from occurring

Anti-Terrorism Central Committee

Chairman

Terrorists trying to destroy Maungtaw

FROMPAGE-1

Extremist terrorists set fire
Yeaung Chaungwa police out-
post in Region-3 in Maungtaw
Township before proceeding to
Thayargon Village. As about 500
extremist terrorists wielding
sticks and swords surrounded
Thayargon Village, the securi-
ty forces attempted to disperse
destroyed Nantthataung Village
and a monastery.

Security forces were am-
bushed by about 200 extremist
terrorists holding amall fire-
arms, sticks, swords and spears
near Taungpyo-Letwe Village
while making their way to Nant-
thataung Village. The security
forces resisted the extremist
terrorists who retreated to near-
by villages. The security forces
seized 60 rounds of ammunition
and 62 spears from the perpe-
trators.

The security forces ex-
changed fires with extremist
terrorists in Nwayontaung Vil-
lage in Region-6 this morning.
'nw + Py m‘sl had

Moreover, extremist ter-
rorists blew out two IEDs about

700 yards of east of Zinpaingn-

Extremist terrorists gathering to commit atrocities against innocent ethnic people. PHOTO: STATE COUNSELLOR OFFICE INFORMATION

COMMITTEE

yar police outpost and an IED in
the village. Similarly, two impro-
vised explosive devices went off in
Kyaukhlaygar Village. They also
destroyed Pyathat Village.
When four extremist terror-
ists wielding firearms attempted
to attack the security personnel
as the latter are removing sand
bags placed on motor road near
Maungni Village this evening,
they met with warning shots from
the latter: The terrorists retreated

to Maungni bazaar.
An unidentified ber of

went missing and one small gun
and ition taken.

extremist terrorists attacked
Chopyin outpost in Region-11
with h de bombs where

At 3:30 pm, extremist terror-
ists burned down three houses
belonged to Hindis in Ywathitkay

they were repulsed by security
personnel. No causalities report-
edmﬂ:emduﬁ.hlwmse,abmﬁ

ward in Maungtaw. At 5 pm, they
set fire to about 100 homes in Ben-
gali Ward. Two handmade bombs

istz fired two shots at the security
forces who were putting out the
fire and fled the scene.
Maungtaw, a district-level
town iz home to both Bengalis
and ethnic minority. The extrem-
ist terrorists themselves torched
their houses with the intention

200 extremist terrorists attack

Kyaungtaung police outpost in
Region-10in Maungtaw Township
in the evening. In yesterday’s in-
cidents, one security personnel

blasted inzide two h while

firefighters and security person-
nel were putting out the fire with
the use of four fire engj

of fl. g the viol to totally
destroy the town.

(State Counsellor Office
Information Committee)

At 5:15 pm, extremist terror-

Translated by GNLM

Extremist terrorists turn homes into inferno. PHOTO: STATE COUNSELLOR OFFICE INFORMATION COMMITTEE.
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Myanmar News Agency, “UN, foreign countries, embassies and organisations
denounce ARSA terrorist attacks in Rakhine State”, The Global New Light of
Myanmar, 1 September 2017

Available at:

https://www.burmalibrary.org/sites/burmalibrary.org/files/obl/docs23/GNLM?20
17-09-01.pdf
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Speaker of Pyithu Hluttaw U Win Myint (left) meets with local and
international news media reporters in Nay Pyi Taw. PHOTO: MNA

Pyithu Hluttaw Speaker U
Win Myint meets news media

PYITHU Hluttaw Speaker U
Win Myint met with editors and
reporters of local and interna-
tional news media yesterday af-
ternoon in Zabuthiri Hall, Hlut-
taw Building in Nay Pyi Taw.
Questions by the news
media were answered by the
Pyithu Hluttaw Speaker. The

meeting was attended by Py-
ithu Hluttaw Deputy Speaker
U T Khun Myat, officials of Py-
ithu Hluttaw office, editors and
reporters from 29 local news
media, locally based interna-
tional news media, newspaper
andjournals.—Myanmar News
Agencyl

UN, foreign countries, embassies
and organisations denounce ARSA
terrorist attacks in Rakhine State

THE Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs of Japan, the embassies
of Canada and China in Myan-
mar, the Union Solidarity and
Development Party (USDP),
the All-Myanmar Hindu Feder-
ation and two organisations of
Myanmar Muslim Civil Society,
Twe Let Myanmar and Yway
Let Yar, released statements
denouncing the ARSA extrem-

ist terrorist attacks in northern
Rakhine State.

Other similar state-
ments were also released by
the United Nations, the foreign
affairs ministries of the United
States, India and Turkey and
the embassies of the United
States, Australia and the Unit-
ed Kingdom. —Myanmar News
Agency

Second Pyithu Hluttaw fifth ...

FROM PAGE-2

The deputy minister said
the Nantmon Aqueduct, which
is three miles west of Narsaing
village in Maukmai Township,
southern Shan State, was con-
structed and maintained by locals
to provide irrigation water to 235
acres of farmland. It is 200 feet
long and 35 feet high, constructed
with wooden poles and planks
and was not very strong. In fiscal
year 2013-2014, with more than
Ks 40 million of state govern-
ment funds, the Irrigation and
Water Utilisation Management
Department replaced the wood-
en poles with concrete pillars. In
fiscal year 2015-2016, more than
Ks 4 million of state government
funds were used to maintain and
improve the waterway, but due to
a lack of funds, only about 60 per
cent of the work was completed.
At the current moment, there is
arequirement to do more repair
and maintenance work, said the
deputy minister:

Afterwards, Pyithu Hluttaw
Speaker U Win Myint gave a
speech saying the fifth regular
session was started in 18 May
2017 and today is the 54th day.
During the meeting period, 310
starred and 729 non-starred ques-
tions were answered, 23 motions
including two important motions
were tabled, of which 11 were
confirmed while 12 were put on
record. Thirty-three bills were
discussed, 16 were approved and
17 remain.

During the meeting period,
22 Pyithu Hluttaw representa-
tives were sworn in, 19 reports
by committees formed by the Py-
ithu Hluttaw were confirmed, the
Pyithu Hluttaw judicial and law

committee’s term was extended
and the duties and responsibili-
ties of the Pyithu Hluttaw farm-
ers and workers affairs commit-
tee was amended and redefined.
Two Tatamadaw Pyithu Hluttaw
representatives were transferred
and reassigned as committee
members, and five Tatmadaw
Pyithu Hluttaw representatives
were replaced and reassigned
as observers.

Representatives should take
note that in conducting legisla-
tion, the primary responsibility
of the hluttaw is to defend the
people. Ifthe laws confirmed and
enacted by them are unable to
defend the people, it is hindering
and slowing down the transition
to democracy. Strict laws lead to
governance by law, which is an
extremist type of government and
should be avoided. Laws should
not oppress but protect the basic
human rights of the people. Only
then will the laws become bene-
ficial for the people and earn the
trust and confidence of the peo-
ple. Another responsibility of the
hluttaw is the matter of checks
and balances. With regards to this
matter; everyone knew that the
hluttaw representatives have the
right and are doing this in accord-
ance with laws and rules related
to the hluttaw. Only a few ques-
tions that are not in accord with
the restrictions and procedures
were amended or changed for
the dignity of the hluttaw repre-
sentatives. The hluttaw speaker
especially requested hluttaw rep-
resentatives to act and talk in ac-
cordance to democracy practices
when meeting with the people
so that they gain the trust and
confidence of the people during

the time when hluttaw meetings
were adjourned. It is important
for hluttaw representatives to
earn the respect ofthe authorities
and authoritative departments
too. As we are implementing a
democracy system and we need
to cooperate in order for the peo-
ple to have a democracy culture
and practices. We all need to
cooperate and work toward an
all-inclusive democracy.

Finally, the hluttaw speaker
said while the hluttaw represent-
atives conduct their legislative
responsibility dutifully and loyally,
they also need to continuously
upgrade their abilities. They must
not lose touch with the people
and must always be in touch with
the people and become people’s
representatives. They need to
oversee and manage the local
region development works. They
alsoneed to coordinate the works
of the committee to assess cases
of confiscated farmlands and oth-
er lands. Cooperate to establish
a democratic federal union with
public democratic participation.
Be vigilant for the danger of
those who want to hinder and
destroy democracy. Violence and
terrorism that could deviate the
democracy transition process,
destroy and damage the rule of
law, stability and peace of the
community should also be pre-
vented and defended with unity
and cooperation, said the Pyithu
Hluttaw Speaker.

After his speech, the Pyithu
Hluttaw Speaker announced the
adjournment of the 2nd Pyithu
Hluttaw 5th regular session 54th
day meeting and the successful
completion of the 2nd Pyithu
Hluttaw 5th regular session. B

2nd Amyotha Hluttaw 5th Regular Session concludes at its 53rd Day Meeting

FROM PAGE-2
Parliamentarians made 235
asterisk-marked questions and
208 non-asterisk-marked ques-
tions regarding their perfor-
mance for the sake of the people.
Over those questions asked by
the parliamentarians, authorities
concerned at the Union Level
gave replies in writing or verbally,
individually or collectively from
the ministries. In the sector of
submitting motions, six motions
urging the Union Government
were put forward to the Hluttaw,
it was decided to accept for dis-
cussion by the Hluttaw, so four
motions were approved, one put
on record and one left to be car-

ried out further.”

“As regards submitting bills,
five bills sent from Pyidaungsu
Hluttaw were put forward to the
Hluttaw for discussion. Then,
drafting committee read out the
report. After discussions of par-
liamentarians over the report, it
was sent to the Pyithu Hluttaw
after getting the Hluttaw’s ap-
proval. Out of the bills approved
by Amyotha Hluttaw, sent to
Pyithu Hluttaw for discussion,
four bills were returned to the
Hluttaw with the amendment at-
tached. Hluttaw approved them
as amended by Pyithu Hluttaw.
Hluttaw sent to Pyithu Hluttaw
7bills with amendment attached

10in Mandalay Region. PHOTO:
MNA

and two bills as amended by Py-
ithu Hluttaw. Moreover, putting
the bill on the amendment of an-
ti-corruption law (third revised)
forward to Hluttaw, reading out
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the report of drafting committee
and getting approval of Hluttaw
were performed and sent it to
Pyithu Hluttaw. Pyithu Hluttaw
sent back the decision of approval
without any amendments. Sim-
ilarly, bill on Myanmar Gems
and Jewellery, 2017 was put for-
ward to Hluttaw. After reading
out the report, parliamentari-
ans made discussions and ac-
quisition of Hluttaw’s approval,
sending it back to Pyithu Hlut-
taw”, the Speaker of Amyotha
Hluttaw added. “In the sector of
submitting reports, reading out
the reports of 12 committees to
Amyotha Hluttaw, discussing in
support from parliamentarians

and approving from Hluttaw were
performed. Committees formed
inside the Amyotha Hluttaw held
174 meetings in all, during the
session. With the view to upgrad-
ing capacities of Amyotha Hlut-
taw representatives made eight
debates. Research, Public and In-
ternational Relation Department
issued three short term papers
for representatives during the
session, with 65 parliamentarians
finding 113 pieces of information
they wanted, and 24 underway.”

Finally, Speaker of Amyotha
Hluttaw announced that the 2nd
Amyotha Hluttaw 5th regular
session successfully came to a
close. ®
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Myanmar News Agency, “Order for Rule of Law in Maungtaw”, The Global
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Available at:
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DOMESTIC GOLD PRICE ON UPWARD TREND DUE TO HIGH GLOBAL GOLD PRICE P-5 (BUSINESS)

GIosaNEW [fGE

thalin 1379 ME
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The Myanmar Red Cross Society is helping evacuate intemally displaced persons from conflict areas in northern Rakhine. MRCS has also
provided aid and assistance to the people affected by armed attacks by ARSA extremists and administered first aid to them. PHOTO: SUPPLIED

Order for rule of law in Maungtaw

Authorities warned locals in
Maungtaw not to cooperate
with or support terrorists, not
to set fire to homes or proper-
ties and not to enter restricted
areas as part of a new order

issued yesterday.

Order 3/2017, announced
by the Maungtaw District
General Administration De-
partment yesterday, stated
that those who violate the

rule of law and erode stability
would be brought to justice.

To maintain the rule of
law, security forces will fire
warning shots at those who
break the law.

People are obliged to co-
operate with the authorities
by following the instructions
of the authorities, added the
statement.

SEEPAGE 3

Action to be taken against incitement to violence

‘I'I{Emﬁurmahoneommmeem—

is found incitements to violence

223

sued a stat t y to

on11 S ber were

take action against those who
carry out incitement to violence
on 11 September.

The statement said that it

spreading to the people via mo-
bile phone messages and zocial
media.

The statement has also

urged the people not to incite  earry out incitements to cause

both communities, asking the panic among the people and

citizens to inform acts on sus- actions will be taken against

P of ineiting to viol those who carry out the incite-

to the authorites. “It canbe as- ments,’ said the statement.
d that both iti My News Ag |
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SPECIAL

Today s issue contalns
an 8-Page special
pull-out supplement.

NATIONAL

Pyithu Hluttaw Speaker
U Win Myint returns
from China
PAGE-2

NATIONAL

ASEAN, Japan ministers
discuss countering fake
news

PAGE-3

NATIONAL

Union Attorney General
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Federation’s vice
chairman

PAGE-2
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Suspected terrorist
arrested in Buthidaung
PAGE-2
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Union Minister Dr Pe Myint and

AMRI Roundtable Dlscusslon
on Countering Fake New:
and Communicating the Right In'ormallon

a

pose foradoa

v photo at AMRI Roundtable Discussion

on Countering Fake News in Manila, the Philippines, on 9th September 2017. PHOTO: MNA

ASEAN, Japan ministers
discuss countering fake news

UNION Minister for Informa-
tion Dr. Pe Myint attended the
ASEAN Ministers R: ibl

within the region in counter-
mg sud: news. The roundtable
was attended by 32

for Information (AMRI) round-

information ministers, infor-

P vy

table di on C: ing
Fake News and Communicat-
ing the Right Information held
in Manila, the Philippines yes-
terday.

The roundtable discussion
was held to share each coun-
try’s experiences on incorrect
news and fake news, handling
the effect of such news, how
officials from the government
sectorr dto

i p
infor

P

sector sub tee
chairmen and officials from
ASEAN member countries and
Japan.

Also discussed at the
meeting was the effect of
fake news on the socio-eco-
nomic zecurity of the people,

and the political problems and

to such unverified fake and
wrong news. With the advance-
ment of technology, and the
increase in the use of social
media in each country, taking
legal action against such acts,
increasing media literacy cam-
paign process, responding to
fake/false news, cooperating
in communicating the right
information and regional co-
operation to increase ethical

that arise when unserupulous
persons post fake photos and
news for their political and

such news by ti

true information and to dm—
cuss cooperative work that
can be done among countries

ic benefit. The prob-
lem spreads as television
broadecasts, newspapers and
some mainstream media refer

and socially ible media
sector were discussed.

Later in the afternoon,
the Union Minister attended
the ASEAN-Japan TV Festival
held in Trinoma Mall Activity
Center, Quezon City, Manila.
— Myanmar News Agency ll

Union Minister Dr Win
Myat Aye receives Turkish

Ambassador

Dr: Win Myat Aye, the Union Min-
Resettlement, received Turkish
Ambassador to Myanmar HE.
in the ministry.

During the meeting, the Un-

experienced in providing hu-
was the first nation to condemn
the terrorist attacks of August.
“Turkey does not accept extrem-
ism. With regards to Myanmar,

pecially the Rakhine State af-

of providing assistance to people
in need who were affected by the
terrorist acts in Rakhine State
according to the | it.

fair; Turkey had a constructive
view. It believes that civiliana not
involved in terrorist acts need
to be assisted without any dis-

ination of race and religion.

assistance principle for wlnch
the ministry iz responsible for,
the status of coordinating with
the Red Cross Mo t in pro-

'l‘urkeyls providing assistance
and would like to continue assist-
mg" the ambassador said. “Our

President has spoken with the

sding e s
in Rakhine State, and incorrect
news published by internati

State C llor on the phone
and, in addlhon to the leaders,
the i ters from the two

al media on the attack and the
Killi {Of thni e 1 byﬁ-

3

countries wd.l eooperaﬁe" aaxd
the amb The

tremist terrorists.

also well d and r ised

o

The Turkish Amb d

said Turkey was assisting mil-

y arrang! ts to pro-

lions of Syrian refugees and was

Union Minister Dr Win Myat Aye holds talks with Turkish Ambassador
Mr. Kerem Divanlioglu yesterday. PHOTO: MNA

Outstanding first aid awards given at 2017 World First Aid Day

THE 2017 World First Aid Day
and an awards ceremony for
a first aid talent competition
were held at the Hall of the
Myanmar Red Cross Society
in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday.

The 2017 World First Aid
Day ceremony was held with
the theme “Injuries at home,
help with firat aid™.

Present at the ceremony
were officials from the Ministry
of Health and Sports, the chair
of the Myanmar Red Crosa So-
ciety, Nay Pyi Taw Council Red
Cross supervision committee
chair, members of Red Cross
Society from states and re-
gions, Red Cross nursing mem-
bers, Red Cross volunteers and

ecognised Red Cross youths.
Dr Daw May Thu, the chair

of the Myanmar Red Cross
Society, delivered an opening

Dr Daw May Thu Chair of the Myanmar Red Cross Society delivers
an opening speech at 2017 World First Aid Day ceremony. PHOTO:
MNA

speech in which she noted
that a new Red Croass Law
was enacted on 26 August,
2015, and new members of
executive and new members
of central council and lead-
ers from states and regions

were selected in accord with
the law.

Then, she urged old lead-
ers and volunteers of the Red
Cross Society to carry out
their strategy in cooperation
with new public leaders select-
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ed from various backgrounds of
regions and states.

Outstanding awards for the
firat aid talent competitions,
single men and women compe-
tition, double men and women
competition, and four people
competitions were given by
officials.

Hpa-An Township was
awarded for the highest first
aid training opening.

Chin State was awarded
the best prize of the first aid
talent competition. Mandalay
Region was awarded for all-
round best prize and best mul-
tiplier training prize.

The Myanmar Red Cross
Society holds First Aid Day
annually and the first aid tal-
ent competition has been held
since 2013.—Myanmar News
Agencym

Order for
rule of law in
(aungtaw

FROM PAGE1

The order also urges
the people not to rob, steal
or destroy property in the
restricted areas, not to hold
or store sticks, machetes or
explosives and to inform au-
thorities when they see any
acta which break the prohi-
bition.

The statement came
about a week after local au-
thorities urged Islamie villag-
ers in Maungtaw to cooper-
ate with them when security
forces searched ARSA ex-
tremists, and asked them not
to pose a threat or brandish
weaponz when the security
forces enter their villages.—
Myanmar News Agency il
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Myanmar News Agency, “All Myanmar Islamic Religious Organization
strongly condemns ARSA terrorist group, urges Muslims to cooperate with
authorities concerned for peace and stability”, The Global New Light of
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Available at:
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NEW

Monday, 11 September 2017

. . ’ NATIONAL NATIONAL
PreSldent U Htln KyaW S Deputy Speaker U Aye Local Order issued in
Tha Aung returns from Yathedaung Township
colon surgery successful Czech Republic PAGE-2
PAGE-3
NAY PYI TAW — 10 Septem- discovered in the check-up and
ber; President U Hti Kyaw left underwent surgical operation NATIONAL NATIONAL
for Bangkok on 8th September ~ as required. It was reported Donations for displaced | Perpetrators in
2017 to take necessary medical  that the operation was success- persons, fallen security | Taungdwingyi incident

members

to be brought to justice
PAGE-3

check-up. A colonic polyp was  ful—Myanmar News Agency®

PAGE-7

-

Fire el ethuicvillige in nogthern Rikine Siate. PHOTIENNA

“It is a natural that things left behind in the aftermath of the outbreak of fire are taken
away by passers-by or people around the place. Every conflict-area usually has some
people who breach the law”

SEEPAGES-6+10

AN EZEANK

STRENOTRN OF DVADDAR

wglood s [g§namind megpanad
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Security personnel and locals provided with cash and food
Local Order issued in Yathedaung Township

and party presented Kz 2 million
and relief supplies for the securi-
ty personnel, departmental staff
and local people in Maungtaw
Region at the hall of Regional

They also provided food,
clothes and Ks 500,000 for 313
thnic people from 96 hold

sheltering at Mani Yadana Mon-
astery in Sittway and Ks 500,000
for the widows, the two girls who
survived the attacks in which
and a mother who lost her two
sons. Next, they donated cash and
food items for the displaced eth-
nic people at a temporary relief
camp in Buthidaung Township

burnt down and the villager= fled
while security personnel from

today. As many a= 234 h in
Thapyaytaw Village were being

P 1"Cedipym," b
Township were on the way to the

village for clearance operations at

Ry

s

ute displaced persons from

men

=< conflict areas in northern Rakhine State.
* PHOTO: INFROMATION COMMITTEE

2:30 pm on 9 September: At least
Ks 12 million worth of property
lost in the fire.

Regarding the violent at-
tacks, General Administration

der (1/2017) signed by Township
Administrator on 10 Septemb
The local order requested
the local people not to hold sticks,
vices, not to carry out attack, not
to commit arsons and looting and
not to circulate false news that
could lead to unrests, with the in-
tention of staging violent attacks
in Yathedaung Township and to
come forward with information to
concerned if they found any sus-
picious activity. Those who are in
breach of the existing order shall
be taken action in accord with the
isting laws. 255 students and
7 teachers from N; g
from Ministry of Education and
101 villagers totaling 366 people
were transported to Maungtaw
civilian vehicle. The evacuees
arrived at Myoma monastery

e

Department in Yathedaung
Township released the local or-

in Maungtaw at 5:30 pm today.
—Information Committee ll

All Myanmar Islamic Religious Organization strongly condemns ARSA terrorist
group, urges Muslims to cooperate with authorities concerned for peace and stability

THE All Myanmar Islamic Reli-
gious Organization on 9 Septem-
ber announced its stance towards
terrorist acts in northern Rakh-
ine and issued special request to
Muslims.

In itz announcement, it is
stated that the AMIRO has nev-
er ever accepted terrorism and is
totally against it; that the Islamic
teachings prevent terrorist acts
“"Iil}l Radans Sul i +
people; that it is deeply touched
by the plight of families of victims
who died due to violence in Ra-
khine State. The announcement
also added that the organization
felt very sorry for innocent peo-
condemned strongly the ARSA ex-
tremist terrorist group that com-
grave concerns over the govern-
ment’s announcement that the
ARSA was preparing for terrorist
acts in major cities including Nay
Pyi Taw, Yangon and Mandalay.

The government also needs
to prevent the online incitements

e o p 2

SRS bl
T G

oo~ vmda.o'ﬁ:.uﬁ-.ﬁmm.m.z&m

wfFiocbypepiobogil wemmeffanesd
1599 9981 endoofomco g g

BeSeceSecogorfefeftions

Efer§Eecpieliep ovgoonbomomonsy 5
sayc(oag) (P)egr§SeghobeodecionffipcS oty
ohi-00- geacehs sypBep g Soer lGogon 1500 8o

9 99b1 ecBoobomco g g

to cause racial and religious con-
ﬂim & 3 Jw“_ I Laﬁ

=k,

SMA to both communities across

the country; said the statement.
In prevention of terrorist

acts, the organizations pledged

tion with the govern-
ment, interfaith groups and the
public. The statement called for
people not to share, believe nor
react emotionally to those online

instigations and to come forwards
with information to authorities
concerned if they found any sus-

The All My Islam-

ic Religious Organization is
comprised of Jamiat Ulama-al
Izslam (H.Q), The Islamic Reli-
gious Affairs Council, The All
M Mawlawi Federation
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(Central), The Myanmar Muslim
Youth (Religious Affairs) Organ-
ization and Myanmar Muslim
Nation Affairs Organization.
—Information Committee M
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Ready to render ass1tance

News Team

SOME houses of Bengali villages
and ethnic villages were burnt
and & g d by arson att e
of terrorists.

The following is prezenta-
tion of the interview with Police
Brigadier General Thura San
Lwin and Maungtaw District
Commissioner U Ye Htut.

Q: Please let me know how
many villages are in Maungtaw,
Buthidaung and Yathedaung ar-
eas.

A: Tatmadaw and Myanmar
area and it is difficult to get the
precise information of the area.
The exact list of the damage can
be provided after ground survey
on how many households in the
village, how many houses were
burnt and how many were left
tration Department, Land Re-
cord Department, Fire Brigade

Police Brig-Gen Thura San
Lwin. PHOTO: MNA

of the incidents indicate clearly
that the terrorists and the col-
laborators set the fires so as to

Department, City Development
Department, Border guard po-
lice force and Immigration De-
3 types of list annually.

Q: It was informed that the
ARSA extremist terrorists and
activities in the burnt area with
intent not to be able to put out
the fire. Please explain about

the true perpetrators of arsons
and how they will be taken ac-
tion.

A. Concerning this case,
we will take action according to
the rules.

Q. While the local and for-
eign journalists are collecting
thenewaatAle’ﬂ:mkyawm7
er, some ethnie villag-

that information.

A: It is certain that ARSA
extremist terrorists and Ben-
galis were colluding in burning
the Bengali villages and ethnic

emwereﬁmmdbnngngtbema-
teriale near Gorduthara village.
Please explain about that case.
A. The cases in this context
areeomphoated.'fhetehaabeen
ning the fire

UYeHtut. PHOTO: MNA

tween the security forces and
the State government to bring
the situation under control and
back to normal =o as to be able

terrorist’s acts back to their orig-
inal places and to take care the
health and livelihood and to be
able to open the achools for the
children.

U Ye Htut (Maungtaw Dis-
triet C issioner)

Q: Could you please let us
know how many houses were
burnt and damaged by terrorists
in Maungtaw and Buthidaung?

of the viol public h

false information. Terrorists also

within the area were also burnt
down.

Q: Were there fires in
Maungtaw? How much was
damaged? How did the fires
break out?

A: There were alzo fires in
Maungtaw. When shooting oe-
curred in Maungtaw beginning
25 August, there were fires in
Ward 4 and Ward 5. Roughly
about 200 and 300 homes were
damaged. The detailed list can
be conformed only after com-
bined teams ducted field

burnt down homes of their fellow
Bengalis who did not cooperate
with them. We heard informa-
tion about terrorist arson attacks
against Shidar Ward in Myinlut.
During the time there were no
security patrols in the area, and
even the police outpost there was
was on fire. No security person-
nel had reached that point then.
And there was not a single eth-
nic race in the area. There were

only Bengalis. They torched the

Q: We heard that in some
incidents, fires could not be put
O\Itl‘ ofthe h PR |
of terrorists. In what way they
were making disturbances?

A: Fires not just startedina
single place. It broke out simul-
taneously in various places. So
areas to put down the fire. We
could fight the fire with all avail-
able forces only in the accessible
areas. It was not easy to fight fire
in all places at the same time.
As there were shootings, people
were afraid to join forces with
firefighters.

Q: Please make me clear
whether vﬂlage fires were

A: About 10,000 houses
were burnt according to the
information collected from the

ity forces and district ad-

Q: Are all the burnt-out

villages. In those incidents im-
provised bombs exploded. So, we
can conclude that the terrorists
are resorting to subversive activ-
ities at the burnt villages.

Q: Is there still any arson
cases up to now since the ter-
rorist activities on 25th August?

A: We find the fire outbreaks
everyday while area clearing op-
eration is being carried out. Itis
found the fire outbreaks become
less after the Bengalis have de-
serted their villages.

Q: Could you please make
it clear whether the terrorists
burnt the villages or the Bengali
villagers burnt their houze by
themselves and fled?

A: We found in every in-
stances that the terrorists and
Bengalis were burning their
houzes by themselves and fled.
According to security forces,
when they went on clearing
operation to villages the impro-
vised bombs were set to explode
and gunfire were heard. Thal
the houses were seen

Then, they fled. The sequence

eaaes.l.nallﬁm‘ ident Ben-

or by

galis burnt their houses and fled
to create the false impression on
the fire cases. It can be assumed
that the ethnie people having
known that the villages had been
deserted, went there and took

on those who breached the law.

Q. Is there any order or in-
struction not to burn the villages
and not to take things from burnt
villages. If there is any infringe-
ment how it will be dealt?

A. It has already been in-
structed not to burn the village
and take things form the burnt
villages. If any breach of law
oceurs the action will be taken
under police Acts or Civil Laws.

Q. If there is anything you
want to add, please let us know.

A. We want peace and tran-
quility as immediately as possi-
ble because we are taking securi-
ty duty in this area. We consider
the most important thing for the
time being is to coordinate be-

A: Ethnic homes were also
included, and so too, the homes
of Hindus and Bengalis. Because

as the arsonists. Till now, we
haven't heard or seen even a
single proof. Bengalis terrorists
torched the villages, and when
security forces came in they ran
away and putting the blame on

h and ran away. They did
the same thing in other villages.
The same happened in the 2016
October crisis. We assume they
were just attempting to material-
ize the biased global accusation
on us as the ones who were per-

ting the mi
andbm’ningdownthelrhomes.

A: How are you going to ex-
pose and take action against the
arsonists?

Q: Unfortunately, most of
the Bengali villages made no
contactz with us during the eri-
sis. We heard fires in some plac-
es. Some villages informed about
the attacks. In some cases we
received information about the
number of villages under arson
attack though viber group and
ward/village administrators. As
we have not yet full information
from those groups, it is difficult
to say the number of villages
burnt down. Depending on the
security and peace of the respec-
tive regions, we will compile an
accurate list. Currently, our list
ie just bazed on information we
received from the villages and
security forces.

SEE PAGE10

o B, 1

Burnt-out homes and a bus seen after terrorists’ arsonattack PIIO'I‘O- MNA
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Donations for displaced persons,
fallen security members

SENIOR General Min Aung
Hlaing, Commander-in Chief of
Defence Services attended the
ceremony for presenting 2nd
time donation money for the dis-
placed persons due to terrorist
attacks, government service per-
sonnel, the security forces who
were serving for security and
defence of the State at the risk
of their lives and for the building
of border fence held at the Zeyar
Thiri Beikman of Yangon Com-
mand and delivered a speech.
During the ceremony ks 3.1
billion was donated by Anargat
Ahlintan Foundation, ks 633
million by Gate Ways Group of
Company ltd, ks 30million by
Tripital sad

ul < d

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing acceptingdonations. PHOTO: MNA

anmar Economic Holding Ltd
(headoffice), ks 18.2 million by

fo]]owers, ks 20 mi]lion by My-

My Ei ic Corpora-
tion and related ies and

by two other individuals. Then,
ks 100 million was donated

region, k= 70 million by Mandalay
Rakhine Society, ks 50 million by
Miyawin Co., Litd, ks 15 million by
Rakhine Disaster Relief Com-
mittee (Yangon) and ks 10 mil-
lion by Asia World Foundation.
Then, ks 10 million was donated
by Mytel 4th Communication Co.,
Ltd, ks 6.3 million by Myanmar
Economic Holding Co., Ltd and
related 18 companies, ks 5 mil-
lion each by military officers of
20th batch of Military Academy
and families, by Hnalone Hla
Myittarshinmyar Foundation,
by Myawaddy Bank Ltd and
by Copper Mine (Monywa).
A total of ks 4.36 billion was
received at the cer it

Flood Bulletin

(Issued at 14:00 hr MS.T
on 10-9-2017)
Flood condition of
Sittoung River

According to the (13:30)
hrs M.S.T observation to-
day, the water level of Sit-
toung River has exceed-
ed by about (2) inches at
Toungoo above its danger
level. It may remain above
its danger level during the
next (1) day.

Adpvisiory

It is especially advised
to the people who settle
near the river bank and
low lying areas at Toun-
goo Township of Sittoung
River, to take precaution

Kythar Co., Ltd, ks 150 million by

Rakhi ﬂ-L&omdLL

is reported —Myanmar News
Agency

e.—Department of
Meteorology and Hydrology

Heartfelt voices of ethnic races heard

UNION Minister for Social Wel- soled the displaced Hindus and
fare, Relief and Resettlement Dr presented snacks and toys for
Win Myat Aye and Rakhine State children.
Chief Minister U Nyi Pu heard In Buthidaung in the after-
the voices of the minority ethnic noon, the Union minister, the
races — Mro, Thet, Daingnet, chief minister and party heard
Khamee, Rakhine — and Hindus the voices of minority ethnic
at General Administration De- Khamee, Mro, Daingnet, Rakh-
partment in Maungtawy ! ine races and Hindus who fled
“We are just the minority in their homes due to ARSA terror-
Maungtaw region. We are ter- iat attacks.
rorized by the murders of our Most of the ethnics said, “Lo-
we wizh to return home when Mroz, Khamees and Kayins and
everything becomes normal. As Hindus are minorities. We all are
we are a minority we want to facing the terrorists attacks of the
live in groups. We want estab- majority Bengalis of the area. We
lishment of communal villages are terribly frightened by the ter-
on the roads where we can live rorists’ brutal attacks and mur-
in unit with other ethnic races,” - ders on us. We are now troubling
said Mroe. Union Minister DleMyatAyeamiCh\efMlmsterUanhlhearheartfeltvo)oesofmuwntyeﬂuucraces with fear. Although there iz secu-
“We are one of the minority PHOTO:MNA rity we are still worried.”
races of the region. Our village The Union minister and
had only over 100 residents. Inthe  six women and three childrento  So we like to ask necessary ac-  best. The gover tis applyi party pr ted K 4.6 million
surr g areas live B lis Bangladesh. While on the way tion to save the missing Hindus,” mdzealemmgﬂle to 2329 minority races living in
mlmbermgmthousands Sowe Hmduwomenweteraped.'l‘he said a Hindu. internal peace and the affairs of Buthidaung, In the evening they
may return home only after secu-  terrorists threatened the wom- Ethnic Rakhines said, “Ter-  the national races. The govern- sought counsel from the abbot
rity improves to the satisfactory en’s Hindu husbands into tell- rorist plant mines along the ment is providing I itarian  monk of Maniyad
degree,” said a Daingnet. ing at video interview that their  roads. We have witnessed arson  aids equally to every victim with-  in Sittway. After consoling the
A Thet said, “We will not wives were killed by Rakhi attacks in Maungtaw. The town out any discrimination. We are  displaced persons there, they
dare living within the vicinity of The video clip iz posted on the security must be tightened. A=  now coordinating with minority observed mental healthcare for
terrorists as we are justaminor-  social network. Now, they are minority ethnic races are afraig  races for the security of Maung-  the vietims and child parks and
ity. That's the reason we left our  saved by a Hindu religiouslead-  to live in their villages their left taw region. The gover t  child mental healing of
homes. We hope better ity erin Bangladesh. We knew this  theirhome. Noonewantstoleave continues prioritizing long-term  the Social Welfare Department.
transport and healthcare. Wewill  through the telephone conver-  the native land. So, sufficient se- ~ progress of health, educationand  They also provided aids for the
dare return home onlyifthereis  sation with him. Of the over 600  curity is required.” tranaport of the ethnic peoples.”  expected mothers, mothers, the
ity Hindus of Ohhtaing village, 495 Union Minister Dr Win Myat He then presented K 7.1 disabled and children under two.
“Of the 108 persons of the are taking refuge in Kutupalong Aye thanked the ethnie peopl million to 3586 displaced minor- They also provided K 10.7
28 h holds of Kh ik village in Bangladesh. We know  for their heartfelt voices. Hesaid ity races living at the gathering million for 5365 displaced eth-
Hindu village, 96 are sh]l miss- this from a phone conversation “the Union government andthe points in Maungtaw. At the No nic races.—Myanmar News
mg,'l\:nmmca}turedandtook with them. But 144 are missing.  state government are doingtheir 2 post primary achool, he con- Agency B
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Officials pose for documemary photo. PHOTO: MNA

Opening ceremony of Taunggyi power station held

OPENING ceremony of Taung-
gyi power station was held yes-
terday morning supervised by
Ministry of Electricity and En-

At the ceremony, U Win
Khaing, Union Minister for Con-
struction and Electricity and
Energy said that to distribute
enough power supply to the
townships in Taunggyi Dis-
trict, Taunggyi power station,
132/66/11KV, (2x50) MVA was
conatructed in November;, 2015
and Kalaw-Pin Pat 132KV pow-
er station was constructed in
October; 2016. After constructed
the power stations, Taunggyi
power station distributed elec-

of Small and Medium enterpris-
es (SME), development of tour-
ism and development of zocial
economy of local people are ex-
pected to grow as the enough
power supply is distributed in
Taunggyi District.

Government is imple-
menting short terms and long
terms plans to distribute 5000
MW electricity supply in 2021,
generating from various energy
sources, hydropower, natural
gas, wind energy, solar energy
and coal energy.

Government used sub-

are also expected to cooperate
in maintaining projects of the
power station.

Shan State Chief Minister
Dr Lin Htut explained that the

annofopenmg'l‘amlggylpower
station is for the develop

Ministry provides financial
assistance for displaced

persons

A MINISTRY of Social Welfare,
Relief and Resettlement official
presented aid yesterday for ed-

taw region for Yathedaung. Most
of them are Daingnets living
in Taungpaw, Nyaungchaung

ucation and food for displaced
people from Maungtaw, Rakhine
State currently staying at rehef

Vathed

and Theintaungpyin village,”
said a Yathedaung Township ad-
ministrator. “We are providing
full assist for the daily food

campsin To

At a relief camp in a con-
verted high school Yathedaung,
Ministry Director General Dr.
Ko Ko Naing consoling fami-
lies staying there and provided
elderly people with ecash and
other assistance. “We are pro-
viding financial aid from the
public donated funds for stu-
dents to buy school uniforms
and exercise books. As for the
food provisions, we used our
own funds,” he said.

“There are over 800 dis-
placed persons who fled Maung-

of Shan State. Then, a repre-
sentative of local residents gave
words of thank.

Union Minister U Win
Khaing, State Minister Dr Lin
Htut, U Swe Thein, member
of Shan State government and
State Minister of Electricity and
Energy, Deputy Commander

of | - 4
to maintain operating power
supply projects and to finish

tricity to the t hips of the
district in April 2017. Kalaw-Pin
Pat 132KV power station also
distributed to the & hips of
= : District. Devel ¢

g projects of construet-
ing power stations and power
lines. Ministry of Electricity and
Energy is also trying to finish
ongoing projects in time. Public

of Eastern C d Brig-
adier-General Win Zaw Moe,
Shan State Attorney General
U Kyal Kyal and Pyithu Hluttaw
representative Dr Daw Than
Ngwe opened the Taunggyi pow-
er station by cutting ribbon.—
Myanmar News Agency B

and health requirements. We
are now making plans for their
children to pursue education.”

“] fled from Theintaungpyin
village,” said Daingnet Daw
Phyu Tha Nu, a displaced per-
son taking refuge at Zaytitaung
monastery. “We get enough
food, accommodation and se-
curity here. I dispense metta
for all those who are helping us.
But I long for my home. Pleaze
restore peace and stability soon-
est as we wish a family reunion.”
—Min Htet Aung

An official presents cash to a victim. PHOTO: MAUNG THWIN

Ready to render assitance

FROMPAGE 6

Q: Are fires still blazing
across the area since terrorist
attacks broke out on 25 August?

A.Tbemhe.mabonalme&a
is ing usin tion with
theiasue As there are continu-
ous actions we are trying to put
the area under security control,
put down the fires and collect
data through the help of security
pemonnel. Terrorists are com-

PO} $ei ke

1g arson int

A: In trying to stabilize the
security situation, on 26 Au-
gust the distriet police oﬂieer

Jthe o A
oftbeareawhereﬁresareshﬂ
taking place. The it

the people they met with in the

aafetymmmhzed.lfeveryﬂ:mg
| again, we will

It could be that some nearby
people or some passersby took
some items from the abandoned
burning homes.
Evu'ymcomestogelher
withl tions. We will take

has been relayed to the villages
through the viber group. As a gov-
ernment staff discharging duties
this is the first time I have heard
that Internal and international
media were collecting news at
the village. BBC had made this

ﬂ:e;..:m P ity into
putting the blame on security
forces. The terrorists were try-
ing to put the blame on security
forces operating in the area.

Q: Some foreign media quot-
ed internal and international me-
of property by ethnics from some
burning houses while gathering

tion on its news post.
Without any firm proof you can't
aceusze anyone of arson attack.
When the media groups came
back they told us that they heard
gunfire and arson attacks at Gaw-
duthara village while collecting
information in Alethankyaw
village. But they got near Gaw-
duthara village only two hours
after the sound of gunfire came
out. So, we draw conclusion that

action if the accusation presented
to us has firm evidence. Some
media gave us photos. We will
look into the matter. We are try-
ing to stabilize the area so that
we can be able to investigate the
accusations closely. When there
laﬁ:eruleoflzwandnormalad—

hinery there will
be effective legal actions.

Q: What is your resettlement
plan in connection with the fire-
hit homes? When can you start
your resettlement program?

A: Currently we are at the
stage of putting the regional secu-
rity under control. We have been
setting up gathering points within
the security zones where food

299

implement the resettlement pro-
gram though the combine teams
level officials and the public.
Q: Anything more to explain?
A: Of the crises in Maungtaw
in 2012, 2016 and 2017, 2016 is an
internationally known crisis. But
the incident on 25 August this
year is more severe than it. In
fact, this incident is based on the
one happened in 2012. In 2016,
ty was threatened. The
attack on the forces taking secu-
rity duties in this area cannot be
carried out without an advanced

tion with the matter. As for legal
have already
been issued. As we have already
distributed all necessary infor-
mation in all the rank and file we
believe that all the security mem-
bers are doing their work within
must stay away from getting in-
volved with or abetting terrorists
by cooperating with us. Regional
peace, stability and security can-
not be restored by the security
forces alone. The quickest way
is through the involvement of the
entire regional people. I would

t the people to
tbe security ﬁorees and take all
the 5. There are

hi il

$20t

Py B

plan.'[‘he I B add
on 30 outposts which are grav-
er than the 2016 incident are an
extraordinary issue. The State
after denouncing them as a ter-
rorist group should decisively
erush them. Security forces and

gional officials are making co-
operative efforts daily in connec-

ask help in connection with secu-
rity or food requirements in their
areas. We are trying to govern the
region to the best of our ability
within the legal framework. We
are ready to render assistance if
there is any difficulty. B
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Myanmar News Agency, “Statement of His Excellency U Thaung Tun”, The
Global New Light of Myanmar, 15 October 2017

Available at:

https://www.burmalibrary.org/sites/burmalibrary.org/files/obl/docs23/GNLM?20
17-10-15.pdf
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SWRR Minister
accepts assistance
from AHA Centre
PAGE-2
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People holds rally

in support of State
Counsellor’s leadership

GIoBaLNEW [ G

o MYAI\MAR

Sunday, 15 October 2017

Vol. IV, No. 181, 10™ Waning of Thadingyut 1379 ME

vww.globalnew

lightofmyanmar.com

National Security Advisor explains the Government's short
and long-term plans for the development of Rakhlne State

NEWYORK, 14 Oct—ARRIA
1 gt oftl:e" gl

State Dr: Kofi Annan briefed the

ting on the situation in the

Advisor of Myanmar, briefed the
meeting that recommendations

Cotmalonfbe mMy—
anmar was held on 13 October
2017 at UN. It waz co-hosted by
France, Current President of the
UN Security Council , together
with the United Kingdom.

At the invitation of the co-
hosts, former UN Secretary-Gen-
eral and Chairman of the Advi-
sory C ission on Rakhi

Rakhine State. Rep
of the members states of the Se-
curity Council, UNHCR, OHCHR,
OCHA, regional organizations,
Myanmar, Ind

of the Advisory Commission are

based on widely lted, thor-
ough research; the recommen-
dations provide us with a viable
roadmap to lasting peace and

Bangladesh,
sia, Malaysia, Thailand, OIC and
EU participated in the ting.
At the meeting, U Thaung
Tun, Special Envoy of the State
C llor and National Security

Tevel t in Ralkhi State;
M:KnﬁAnnanstodaybneﬁng
stands in stark contrast to the
less than objective statements
that we have repeatedly heard;

National Security Advisor
UThaung Tun.

SEEPAGE-3

Rebulldlng houses in Maungtaw

Department of Development
of Border Areas and National
Races has been constructing
houses for ethnic nationals in
Maungtaw region and there are
planz for more construction it
is learnt.

“For now all houses of en-

tire Khonedine Village b

ing 47 that was burnt during the =

terrorist events of 25 August will
be rebuilt in a more safe and
secure site. Stakes will be driv-
on 16 October. Approval has
been given to rebuild 50 houses
in Nanyakaing Village and 50
houses in Ziton Village, Buthi-
and lands were already allocated
forit” said U Khin Maung Htwe
of Department of Development
of Border Areas and National
Races. SEEPAGE-9
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Statement by His Excellency U Thaung Tun, National Security Advisor
to the Union Government of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar at
the ARRIA Formula Meeting of the Security Council on the Situation in
Myanmar Co-hosted by France and the United Kingdom

(13 October 2017)
Mr. President. of the country. ternational non-governmental
The taskis Herculean. organizations.

I would like to join other There is a need for the in- The work program will be-
speakers in thanking HE. Mr.  ternational ity to und gin on 15 October.

Kofi Annan for his comprehen-  stand the situation and support Here, I can do no better
sive briefing. the sustainability of our d than to reiterate what the State

Over the past 12 months,he  ratization process. Counsellor stressed yesterday.
has worked tirelesaly to try to We consider our relations We will answer the call of the
cut the Gordian knot in Rakh- with the United Nations im- international community with
ine State. He and members of portant and we will continue to  deeds and actions rather than
his have lted nurture the relationship. The words.
widely with all stake-holders in  UN Under Secretary General
the country, the region and be-  Jeffrey Feltman iz currentlyvie- Mr. President,
yond to find the best path to sus-  iting Myanmar. He will have the Before I conclude, I would
tainable peace and development  opportunity to visit Rakhine and  like to assuage the concerns ex-
in the state. see firsthand the situationonthe  pressed by the members of Se-

Mr. Annan’s briefing today  ground. We have also extended  curity Council when we last met.
is based on firsthand inf: - aninvitation to the UN Secretary First, with regard to vio-
tion and thorough research. It General and lookforwardtowel- lence, I would like to reaffirm . ) .
stands in stark contrast to the cominghim in the near future.  that violence has subsided jn  ationalSecurity AdvisorU Thaung Tun.
less than objective statements As a responsible member northern Rakhine and opera-
that we have repeatedly heard.  of the international community, tions by security forces have the State Counsellor's Officevis- in Rakhine.

It reflects his deep insight My will impl t all its d since 5 Septemk ited Dhaka from 1 to 3 October. Far from ignoring the situa-
on the complex and challenging  commitments without fail. In light of the improved se- Both sides have agreed to form  tion, the government has made
asituation of Rakhine, the reason This was affirmedyesterday ~ curity situation, the diplomatic ~a Joint Working Group on re- it a priority to find a sustaina-
why it has become the subject patriation process. The Foreign  ble solution to problems which
of international focus, and the ™. Minister and Home Minister of have existed for decades. We
most constructive way to move : Bangladezh have been invited feel deeply for the suffering
Pai— Asunderlined by Mr. Annan, these o Ny Pt T o ot the s gl of the Samcromin o

The challenges that Myan- challenges cannot be overcome dialogue. have been displaced from their
mar faces are legion. They have : Fourth, Myanmar shares homes.
been further complicated by re- Ovemlg!’lt and by MyanmaI alone. the view of the international While we all feel sympathy
cent events. Myanmar's efforts must be buttressed ity that the r for those who have had to flee

Asunderlined by Mr: Annan, : dations of the Advisory C: is- their h and seek shelter
these challenges cannot be over- by unqerStanqlng and supp Oft of the sion on Rakhine provide aviable elsewhere, we cannot ignore
come overnight and by Myanmar international Communlty. road map. the fact that there are different
alone. Myanmar’s efforts must Fifth, with regard to ac- narratives on what transpired
be buttressed by understanding countability, let me reaffirm in northern Rakhine State. We
and support of the international by State Counsellor Daw Aung  corps in Yangon accompanied that we stand for the rule of must winnow “the wheat from
community. San Suu Kyi in her address to by the media were able to visit law. No one is above the law. the chaff.”

The government of My- the nation, committing to the the affected areas in Northern ~Where there is clear evid My is itted to
anmar firmly believes that the develog t of Rakhine State.  Rakhine on 2 October. Subse- those who breach the law will finding a way forward in Rakhine
recommendations of the Com- The government has iden- quently, a delegation of Myan-  be brought to justice. and in the rest of the country. As
mission provide us with aviable tified three main tasks tobe un- mar Ministers and diplomats a fledgling democracy, we are
roadmap tolasting peaceinRa-  dertaken promptly: from five neighboring countries: Mr. President, aware that the road ahead will be
khine State. 1. Repatriation and provision Bangladesh, China, India, Laos, The government of Myan- long. We are resolved to strive,

We have embraced the final of humanitarian assistance Thailand, visited the border are- marhasbeen accused ofindiffer-  to seek, to find, and not to yield.
report of the Commission. to returnees ; asbetween Myanmarand Bang-  ence to the plight of the people Thank you.

AMinisterial-level commit- 2. Resettlement and rehabili- ladesh on 10 October.
tee has been set up to ensure tation of all displaced com- Second, humanitarian as- . . .
that the recommendations are munities ; and sistance is being provided to all Natlonal Secul'lty AdVlSOI‘

; e Tedahkchment PR o otad P .
e ® peace, mﬂﬂy":nd vy liccksteatiin, v wt | explains the Government’s short

An Advisory Board com- ment in Rakhine State. ernment is partnering the Red 2,
posed of eminent persons and A new mechanism, the Un-  Cross Movement to distribute and long tem plans f.or the
experts from home and abroad ion Enterprise for Humanitar- the aid. With the participation of development Of Rakhlne State
will alzo be constituted to advise  ian Assist Resett] t WFEFAQ, ASEAN Coordinating
the Committee. It is our hope and Development in Rakhine, Centre for Humanitarian Assis- FROMPAGE 1 informal, confidential gather-
that inclusion of experts from chaired by the State Counsellor tance on Disaster Management Arria-Formula is named ings which enable Security
abroad will contribute tofinding  herzelf, has been established.  and private donors, more aid is after Ambassador Diego Arria, Council members to have a
a way forward. It is a partnership among expected to flow to the displaced Per t Repr tative of frank and private exchange of

Even as we grapple with the government, people, private  communities in the coming days. Ve la, who, as the repre-  views with persons from invited
the Rakhine issue, we are con-  sector, local non-governmental Third, bilateral talks be- sentative of Venezuela on the UN member states, organiza-
scious of the needto address the  organizations and civil society tween My ar and Bangla- Council (1992-1993), initiated tions and individuals. No media
political, economic and social organizations, development deshregardingrepatriation have the practice in 1992. The "Ar-  is invited. No meeting record
challenges we face in the rest partners, UN agencies and in- been initiated. The Minister for ria-formula meetings" are very  is taken.
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BenarNews, “Bangladesh family planning officials face challenge in Rohingya
camps”, Radio Free Asia, 3 November 2017

Available at:

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/bangladesh-refugees-
11032017161017.html
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Bangladesh Family Planning Officials Face
Challenge in Rohingya Camps

2017.11.03

Nurul Islam, his wife, Amina Khatun, and their five children sit in their hut at a camp for
Rohingya refugees in Cox's Bazar, Bangladesh, Nov. 3,2017. (BenarNews)

As Bangladesh’s government struggled this week to persuade residents of
overcrowded refugee camps to use contraceptives as part of a new push to promote
family planning among Rohingya Muslims, Nurul Islam’s wife gave birth to their
fifth child.

Three-day-old Ayesha was born Tuesday in a tiny, one-room hut in Teknaf upazila
(sub-district) in Cox’s Bazar district that her parents and four brothers have called
home for the past two months since they fled a fresh cycle of violence and atrocities
allegedly committed against the Rohingya minority by the military in neighboring
Myanmar.

Islam was elated at what he described as his “latest achievement.”

“Having a child shows that you are a strong man. I now have five of them,” the 32-
year-old proudly told BenarNews, an RFA-affiliated online news service. “And I will
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try for more,” he added with an air of confidence.

Unlike most other members of his community, Islam said, he was aware of birth
control procedures but wasn’t interested because the practice was “considered a
sin.”

“I know what a condom is... but have never used one,” he said — a telling statement

uttered by a majority of Rohingya that prompted the family planning office of Cox’s
Bazar to introduce birth control steps in about 15 refugee camps sheltering nearly 1
million members of the displaced group.

More than 600,000 of them, including about 20,000 pregnant women, have arrived
in southeastern Bangladesh from Buddhist-majority Myanmar since its military
launched a counter-offensive in response to insurgent attacks in Rakhine state on
Aug. 25, according to the latest estimates from the United Nations.

‘Deep-rooted problem’

Officials with the Directorate of Family Planning, which is connected to the Ministry
of Health and Family Welfare, launched the birth control program in Rohingya
camps in September.

But soon after, they realized they were “only scratching the surface of a deep-rooted
problem,” Pintu Kanti Bhattacharjee, the department’s deputy director, told
BenarNews.

“A majority of Rohingya, who are largely uneducated, are not aware of birth
control measures. The ones who are aware are convinced that family planning
methods conflict with their faith,” he said, adding, “We then realized we were faced
with a huge challenge.”

Before the refugee crisis exploded in late August, Bhattacharjee’s department had
about 50 workers.

“We have hired about 200 people over the past few weeks and still feel the need for
more staff,” he said. The near 250 health workers operate out of 13 offices in Ukhia
and Teknaf sub-districts and “go door-to-door to educate Rohingya about the
benefits of family planning.”

“So far, we have managed to talk about birth control with 150,000 Rohingya. We
convinced 7,500 of them to take contraceptive measures like condoms, pills and
injections,” Bhattacharjee said.

‘I would like to opt for birth control’

Islam, the refugee who became a father for the fifth time this week, was among the
unconvinced multitude.
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“Our children are Allah’s gift to us. We will accept as many as he gives us,” he said,
as he prepared to walk 1 km (0.6 mile) to the nearest food distribution center to
bring his family something to eat.

“Allah will take care of them,” he added, before disappearing into the crowd of
refugees rushing to get ration supplies.

Islam’s wife, Amina Khatun, 24, said she did not agree with her husband.

“If they [family planning workers] come here, I would like to opt for birth control,”
she told BenarNews.

She had their first child when she was 16 years old, two years after getting married.
Over the next eight years she delivered four more children. All of them, including
the latest addition to their family, were born at home with help from women in the
neighborhood.

“It’s not easy to take care of so many children. And my husband wants to have
more,” Khatun said exhaustedly as she breastfed her newborn.

Abdul Muktalif, 57, a camp leader in Teknaf, said that all Rohingya couples had “at
least five children in hopes that the more kids they have, the more money they will
bring in when they grow up.”

Muktalif, who has been living at the Leda camp for the last 14 years, has 15
children — the youngest 1 year old — from three wives.

Officials weigh voluntary sterilization

Bhattacharjee said his office was mulling the idea of providing voluntary
sterilization to Rohingya but “cannot implement it unless the Ministry (of Health
and Family Welfare) approves it.”

In a statement issued Thursday, the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) said:
“Simply offering sterilization would be a narrow and unethical approach.

“Family planning is a matter of individual choice, should be completely voluntary,
and women, girls and couples should have access to the widest method mix for
them to choose from complemented by adequate information and counseling on
available methods and services,” it said.

Reported by BenarNews, an RFA-affiliated online news service.

MORE MYANMAR
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Myanmar News Agency, “State Counsellor receives UN officials™, The Global
New Light of Myanmar, 1 May 2018

Available at:

https://www.burmalibrary.org/en/the-global-new-light-of-myanmar-tuesday-1-
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ALAVAKA THAKHIN HPO HLA GYI, 1938 OIL FIELDS STRIKE

P-8-9 (OPINION)

President
U Win Myint sends
Workers' Day message

Defending the interests of the State
and the People on the frontlines of
the international arena

PAGE-6-7

diw/

(GLOBAL

Vol. V, No. 15, 2" Waning of Kason 1380 ME

T T MYANMAR

www.globalnewlightofmyanmar.com

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi holds talks with the delegation composed of Per

State Counsellor receives UN o

R ives to UN and rep

atives from i

diate neighbours of Myanmar. PHOTO: MNA

ficials

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi underscores Myanmar's readiness to
receive the verified returnees at meeting with UN delegation

DELEGATION com-

posed of Permanent
Representatives to

e United Nations/
representatives from imme-

Taw, the delegation paid a cour-
tesy call on State Counsellor
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi at 1530
hrs at the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs.

During the call, the State

for Bangladesh side to use pre-
seribed forms agreed by both
countries as early as possible
for verification.

Furthermore, the State

ing closure of IDP camps, is-
suance of national verification
cards(NVCs), restoring rule
of law, issue of resettlement
on the international boundary

Afterwards, the delega-
tion met with Senior-General
Min Aung Hlaing, Command-
er-in-Chief of Defence Services
at the office of the Command-

diate neighbours of Myanmar Counsellor also explained to line between the two countries, erin-Chief in the afternoon.

including current ASEAN Chair, Counsellor underscored Myan- the delegation on the matters possible recurrence of terrorist Then, the delegation held

and Member States of the Unit- mar’s readiness to receive the pertaining to providing human-  attacks at any time, ityto a comprehensive di i

ed Nations Security Council ar-  verified returnees and neces- itarian assistance to affected find the root cause of the con- with U Kyaw Tint Swe, Union

rived Nay Pyi Taw in the after- sary cooperation of Bangladesh communities, rebuilding trust flict, pr of hate speech, Minister for the Office of the

noon of 30 April 2018. to expedite the repatriation and confid g and gt t for school State Counsellor, U Thaung Tun,
During their stayin Nay Pyi  process quickly. It isimportant nities, citizenship issue, on-go- education. SEE PAGE-4

INSIDE TODAY

NATIONAL BUSINESS NATIONAL

Union Minister for EIA/SIA 2018

Health calls on Vice practices to be Luyechuns

President of Communist examined at meet former

Party of Cuba jetties in Yangon [ Luyechuns

PAGE-2 PAGE-5 PAGE-2
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FROM PAGE-3

We are now working to supervise, manage and

tablish skills standard ding to priority .
to register and provide accreditation to training de-
partments, t and i ction departments

including the private sector according to sectors; and
to produce systems for inspection and accreditationin
accordance with national level skills standard frame-
works.

Furthermore, to create job opportunities at home
and abroad, we have established policies for labor
and migration matters. We have established all over
the country a total of 83 labor offices to assist in job
searches. For those in remote areas we are operating
mobile teams for labor registration for providing service
at the ground level; in addition we have organized job
fairs for job seekers within the country.

For workers to work in foreign countries and to
ensure that they get rights and benefits in accordance

Republic of the Union of Myanmar
Message of Greetings sent by President U Win Myint
On the occasion of Workers' Day which falls on 15t May 2018

Dear esteemed workers,

Labor inspection officers are working to make sure
that workers who are working in factories, shops and
offices are getting benefits and rights in accordance
with the law with respect to pay, work days and holidays,
work hours, workplace safety, and health. In addition

of forced labour, the people and authorities has been
gethngmore\mde!standmgabouhtandthecmmtry
has seen spiralk d of the rate of forced labour
issues which happened due to the condition of our
country’s economy. I wish to let all of you know that the
elimination of forced labour is in sight. The project for

we are conducting educative seminars to pr te the
awareness of labor laws. We are also working to enacta
new law for safety and health of workers at the work site.

Furthermore, we are working to review the min-
imum wage every two years the minimum wage that
was fixed in 2015 according to the 2013 Minimum Wage
Law. Soon, we will be able to announce a new minimum
wage that has been fixed according to the findings of
the tripartite committees for fixing minimum wage
that have been established in all regions and states
including Nay Pyi Taw.

limination of forced labour-2018 will be implemented
in cooperation with the International Labour Organiza-
tion-ILO. Besides, the Union Government formed the
tional-level committee on elimination of child labour
casesandﬂreeanmﬂteehasbemcoopa‘ahgwxﬂ:ﬂle
gow t and civil society
'Ibday,workashavengltsbbrmcﬂabomor
ganizatins, which have not existed in Myanmar for
decades. The workers have been allowed to form
labour organizations so that the employers can be-

e b Rensiiadac
come resp

The Arbitration committee d of repr t

mp

atives ufemployersamianployeeshasbeenformedh
solve the labour disputes. A tripartite group comprising

with the law, we have signed MOUs relating to migrant
workers with the host countries. We are working with
them in close consultation. We are working in close
cooperation with the IOM — International Organization

repr tatives of the gover t, employers and em-
ployees, township arbitration groups, region and state
juries and jury council sit down at the negotiation table
tosolveﬂlelaboln'dlspmeswhldlmnotbesetﬂedby

for Migration, concerned Ministries, NGOs, t: e
that our migrant workers can travel and work free
from danger. We are doing this in countries which
have a high population of our migrant workers such
as Thailand, Malaysia and Republic of Korea. We have
appointed Labor Attaches and they are making sure
that our workers are getting the full rights and benefits.
We have also opened free traini for provid-
mgassnshneeandgmdaneetop‘osped:vem:gmnt
workers in Yangon and Mandalay.

We have opened Migrant Resource Centres in
all big cities all over the country. These centres are
working in collaboration with rel t organizations
to ensure that migrant workers get the information
they need.

the committee.

Workers are being provided with social security
rights in accordance with the Social Security Law-2012
anddfuﬂsarebangmadetoapandeoverageofﬂ)e
social security system. As My L
of the ASEAN Sodial Security A iati .,SAand

andr -‘thebamcngxﬁofworke:s,thewuﬂms
andlabwrorgmuhnnseanbecuneamsponsxblc
partner for the government and employers and can
build mutual trust and respect to be able to cooperate
with each other with the supervision of the government
in boosting the production and in develop t of the
country. According to the 2011- Labour Organization
Law, there are 2,772 employer and labour organizations

rej and employees.
In conclusion, I would like to sincerely urge em-
ployers and employ ti ide to actively and

eonsu—mﬁvelyeooperatewiththegmmwt and

International Social Seamty Association-ISSA, the
Union Government will carry out the good practices
of the international social security systems. The Un-
ion Government is committed to improvement of the
livelihood of workers by managing the social security
funds effectively.

Dear esteemed workers,

Due tothe increase in about eliminati

rti n the works by the State joining
hantkwnthﬂ)egwemmmttomnethed:allmges
and obstacles as the government has adopted polices
andmmlementedtbmntopundeﬁ:lllabmn‘nyﬁ;to
create job opportunities, soci
boprunote&:fetyandhea.llhmreandtoupandsoual
security of workers who are the major driving force for
the development of the State.

(Unofficial Translation)

State Counsellor receives
UN officials

FROM PAGE-1

Union Minister for the Office of the Union Government,
Dr: Win Myat Aye, Union Minister for Social Welfare, Relief
and Resettlement and Chairman of the Impl tati

Senior General receives Permanent Representatives
of UNSC permanent member countries

TATMADAW Commander-in-Chief Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing received a group of Permanent Repre-
sentatives of United Nations Security Council (UNSC)

Committee on R dations on Rakhine State, U
Kyaw Tin, Union Minister for International Cooperation,
Dr: Aung Tun Thet, Chief Coordinator of Union Enterprise
for Humanitarian Assistance, Resettlement, and Devel-
opment in Rakhine (UEHRD), U Win Mra, U Tun Myat,
UKhmMaungLayUHlaMymtandDrDathmNyo,
who are nati of Advisory Board on Rakhine
State, Dr: Thet Thet Zin, Chairperson of Myanmar Wom-
en's Affairs Federation and Dr. Tha Nyan, U Myo Nyunt,
U Maung Maung, U Aung Soe Lwin, Dr. Tin Hla, U Aung
Naing, Dr. Hla Tun, U Than Lwin, and U Tin Myint from
Interfaith Dialogue at Shwe San Eain Hotel in the evening.
In the evening, U Kyaw Tint Swe, Union Minister
for the Office of the State Counsellor; hosted a work-
ing dinner for the delegation at Shwe San Eain Hotel.
—Ministry of Foreign Affairs ll

At the meeting members of the group of P t

¢ it

breaks those laws and p dures, p

in northern Rakhine States being caused by the actions
of the extremist terrorists, readiness of Myanmar to
receive returnees from the other country according to
the bilateral agreement, Tatmadaw ready to cooperate
aecotdmgtoﬁxemshxchonaf&lestzbecovemment,

-3 - ol "
sexual edas d acts

Representatives of United Nations Security Council
member countries led by Mr. Gustavo Meza Cuadra
Velasquez of Peru asked about security matters at
Buthidaung and Maungtaw region in northern Rakh-
ine State, status of receiving returnees from the other
country, cooperation with United Nations isati

totheh-ad:hm,c:ﬂhneandrebgondtheemmtryand
actions being taken against any offend
requirement of n itarian aids from international
organisaﬁonstobeplwidedequa]lyloloca]ethnic
tionals, studying and reviewing the d t.

A ——

returning and living in harmony and matters conducted
by Tatmadaw in accordance with the law.

i Tatmad. C £

and photographic evidences pmM to undenshnd
the true events, raise questions openly during the trip

In reply to the q
erin-Chief Senior General Min Aung Hlaing told of the
'l‘ahnadawfollowmgrulsandlawsas:tlsthesolede-

to Rakhine State on 1 May and to draw conclusion fairly.
Afterwards, books containing documents and pho-
tographs of Rakhine State event were presented to the

1 e
3 2

ng the country; ng
bmkaemr&ngto....n ki procedures,

group of Per t Repr tatives of UNSC b
tries led by Mr Gustavo Meza Cuadra Velasquez it

hhnngeadxmsamdmgto&ehwirﬂunewho
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INVEST TODAY IN DISASTER PREPAREDNESS FOR A SAFER TOMORROW P-8-9 (OPINION)

Over 5,000 march in
Hlinethaya Town on
International Workers' Day

-~ Bangladesh visits

UNSC delegation gives press Fgg¢
conference on Myanmar, S5

(GLOBAL

NEW

T T MYANMAR

Vol. V, No. 16, 3 Waning of Kason 1380 ME

www.globalnewlightofmyanmar.com

Wednesday, 2 May 2018

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, State
Counsellor in the Government
of the Republic of the Union of
Myanmar, met members of the
United Nations Security Council
on their visit. She dthe

State Counsellor welcomes the support of the International
Community in the implementation of the Bilateral Agreement

Between Myanmar and Bangladesh

tion in Rakhine State with them.

“The Government of My-
anmar is pleased to working in
partnership with the United Na-
tions to deal with many serious

opportunity to discuss the situa-

hallenges that our country fac-
es” said Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.

“In particular, the engagement
of UN agencies in Rakhine will
strengthen the government’s
ability to ensure that refugees
can return safety, without fear™.

The government of Myan-

dum of Understanding with the
United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) and with
the Office of the United Na-
tions High C for

this is the appropriate time for
those bodies to work alongside
Union Ministries and the Un-

Refugees (UNHCR). The gov-

hek

mar is di ing a M

t of My

Development for the good for
all people in Rakhine.
SEE PAGE-3

UNSC
delegation
visits
Rakhine

ADELEGATION of Permanent
Representatives to the United
Nations/representatives from
neighbouring countries, includ-
ing the current ASEAN chair
and Member States of the Unit-
ed Nations Security Council ar-
rived in Sittway, Rakhine State,
yesterday morning to observe
the situation in the Maungt:
region.

The delegation was accom-
panied by Union Ministers for
International Cooperation U
Kyaw Tin and Union Enterpris-
es for Humanitarian Assistance,
Resettlement and Development
in Rakhine (UEHRD) Chief Co-
ordinator Dr. Aung Tun Thet.

At the airport meeting hall,
Union Minister U Kyaw Tin and

SEE PAGE-13

INSIDE TODAY

LOCAL NEWS
Nitrogen, sulphur
dioxide levels in
Yangon's air exceed
permissible limits
PAGE~4

LOCAL NEWS
Over 57,000
foreign travellers
visit Myanmar via
Tachilek border
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UNSC delegation visits Rakhine

FROM PAGE-1

UEHRD Chief Coordi-
nator Dr. Aung Tun Thet ex-
plained the arrangements
made for the trip, the history
of UEHRD, works conducted
by UEHRD and the plans for
long-term stability, peace and
development.

Next, Rakhine State Chief
Minister U Nyi Pu explained
the works conducted after the
occurrence of conflict not only
to restore the situation to nor-
malcy but for sustained stability
and development, the delicate
situation of conflict resolution
due to the long history of the is-
sue, arrangements made under
the leadership of the govern-
ment to receive the returnees
and receiving of the return-
ees according to the bilateral
agreement.

Later, the delegation, ac-
companied by the Union Min-
ister and the Chief Minister,
left Sittway in helicopters and
reached the Taung Pyo Letwe
Reception Centre, Maungtaw
Township. In the briefing hall
of the reception centre, Maung-

taw District Deputy Commis-
sioner U Ye Htut explained the
construction of the reception
centre and the process of re-
ceiving the returnees.

The delegation then in-
spected the Taung Pyo Letwe
Reception Centre, the Myan-
mar-Bangladesh Friendship
Bridge and the process of is-
suing the NVC to the return-
ees.

From there, the delegation
proceeded to Hla Phoe Khaung
Transit Centre and inspected
the buildings in the transit cen-
tre, where the returnees will
stay temporarily.

The delegation went to
Shweza Village, Maungtaw
Township, and met the Rakh-
ines, Hindus and Muslims. At
the meeting, the Rakhines, Hin-
dus and Muslims said they had
been living together in the past
without problems and wanted
to continue doing so.

The delegation then went
to Maungtaw District General
Administration Department
office to view photographic
records of persons who died

during the conflict and met
the family members of the de-
ceased. At the meeting, the
Rakhine families spoke of
housing difficulties and their
need for alivelihood, while the
Hindu families spoke of being
fearful for their lives as they
were being threatened. The
Hindu families also mentioned
their bereavement in person-
ally witnessing the murders of
their family members, as well
as the problems of livelihood.
Following this, the del-
egation went to Pantawpyin
Village, Maungtaw Township,
where they met and discussed
freely with Muslim families and
heard the villagers’ first-hand
the account of terrorist events
and their requirements from
the villagers. After this meet-
ing, the delegation departed
in helicopters and reached Sit-
tway. At the airport meeting
hall, they met social welfare
groups and associations.
Later in the evening, the
delegation left Sittway for Nay
Pyi Taw by Myanmar National
Airlines.— Myo Myint B

Scattered rain or thundershowers
likely to hit whole country

Scattered rain or thunder-
showers are likely to hit the
whole country in the next two
days, as the weather is partly
cloudy over the central Bay, and
cloudy over the Andaman Sea
and elsewhere over the Bay of
Bengal, according to the My-
anmar Daily Weather Report
issued by the Department of
Meteorology and Hydrology
yesterday evening.

Thelow pressure area over

the North Andaman Sea still
persists andis forecast toreach
the Gulf of Mottama and the ad-
joining deltaic area in the next
36 hours. It is likely to further
intensify into a depression.

The forecast for Nay Pyi
Taw, Mandalay, Yangon and
neighboring areas for today is
isolated rain or thundershow-
ers and the degree of certainty
is 80 per cent.

Occasional squalls with

rough seas will be experienced
at times Deltaic, Gulf of Motta-
ma, off and along Mon-Tanin-
thayi coasts. The surface wind
speed of the squalls may reach
30 to 35 m.p.h. The sea will be
moderate elsewhere in Myan-
mar’s waters. The wave height
will be some 8-10 feet in the
deltaic, Gulf of Mottama, off and
along Mon-Taninthayi coasts
and 4-6 feet along the Rakhine
coasts—GNLM M

Anew Angumaw-Kotankauk section of the Angumaw-Maungtaw road is
expected to ease traffic when it opens in Maungtaw. PHOTO: MNA

Angumaw-Kotankauk road
section opens in Maungtaw

THE opening ceremony of the Ang-
umaw-Kotankauk section of the
Angumaw-Maungtaw road upgra-
dation project was held yesterday
at a pandal in Angumaw, Maung-
taw Township, Rakhine State.
During the ceremony, Amyo-
tha Hluttaw Deputy Speaker U
Aye Tha Aung said the Buthi-
daung-Maungtaw road was bet-
ter now, and with the current road
playing a strategically important
role (the two roads), it would give
people in Rakhine State easy ac-
cess to the Maungtaw area. With
the improvement of basic infra-
structure such as roads, bridges
and electricity, as required by the
people, there is now more potential
for the development of the region.
Dr Win Myat Aye, Union Min-
ister for Social Welfare, Relief and
Resettlement, as well as deputy
chairman of Union Enterprise
for Humanitarian Assistance,
Resettlement and Development
in Rakhine State (UEHRD), and
U Han Zaw, Union Minister for
Construction, delivered speeches.
Next, Rakhine State Minister
for Security and Border Affairs
Col. Phone Tint, chairman of Ra-
khine State Federation Chambers
of Commerce and Industry U Tin
Aung Oo and Maungtaw local U
Aung Myint Thein expressed their
appreciation over the upgraded

road. Asia World Foundation
Chairman U Tun Myint Naing ex-
plained the reason for donating the
road upgradation work, after which
he accepted a certificate of honour
presented by Union Minister Dr.
Win Myat Aye.

Asia World Foundation also
donated Ks2 million each to eight
schools in Maungtaw, which was
received by the respective village
leaders.

Amyotha Hluttaw Deputy
Speaker U Aye Tha Aung, Union
Ministers Dr. Win Myat Aye and U
Han Zaw, Rakhine State Hluttaw
Speaker U San Kyaw Hla, and Ra-
khine State Minister for Security
and Border Affairs Col Phone Tint
then opened the Angumaw-Ko-
tankauk road section by cutting
the ceremonial ribbon.

The Amyotha Hluttaw Deputy
Speaker and party also inspected
the upgraded road section in cars.

The upgradation work of the
road was donated and constructed
by Asia World Foundation, amem-
ber of the Construction and Infra-
structure Task Force (CITF), one
of the nine task forces of UEHRD
in Rakhine State.

This strategic road plays an
importantrole for security; stability;
health, education and economic
development of Maungtaw region.
—Myo Min, Han Linn Naing
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I would firstly like to address the three branches of the
sovereign power of the State, who have been entrusted
with power according to the Constitution, to exercise
mutual respect, understanding, and trust as they collaborate
for the good of the people. Additionally, I wish to urge the
media sector, which serve as the ears and eyes of the public, to
understand the seriousness of their duties and to hold in high
regard the public sector that they serve.

(Excerpt from the speech by President U Win Myint at the ceremony to
take oath of office at Pyidaungsu Hluttaw on 30* March 2018)

We have many opportunities to learn in order to overcome and
eliminate the evil legacies of the past and to fulfill the aspirations
for the future of the nation. We know how much loving kindness,
truth and bravery are needed; how greed, anger and ignorance canimpact
negatively. We have learnt the importance of having good friends. The
most important lesson we leamed is the value of understanding and
unqualified support of our people.

(Excerpt from the speech by State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi

on the 2™ Anniversary of NLD

Government on 1* April 2018)

FROM PAGE-1

lence”.

She said, “I am confident that this is
an important turning point. Violence has
no place in a democratic Myanmar. We
must work hard to repatriate those who
have lost their homes while also dealing
with the root causes of the recent vio-

The Advisory Board on Rakhine

State, appointed by the State Counsellor,

hasmadea b

State Counsellor welcomes the support of the International
Community in the implementation of the Bilateral
Agreement Between Myanmar and Bangladesh

so as to achieve this.

The State Counsellor said, “The basis
for return must be that it is safe, dignified
and voluntary. The report I commissioned
from Dr. Kofi Annan sets out practical
o ackieveievel

State™.

J

v
ment for all communities in Rakhine State,

based on clear respect for rule of law and

human rights. These recommendations
will contribute to the implementation of
the Government's efforts to bring peace,
stability and development to Rakhine

Ministry of the Office of
the State Counsellor

Date: 1 May 2018

Nay Pyi Taw

Correction

The headline of
the story on front
page of the 1* May
issue of the Global
New Light of My-
anmar should have
read: “State Coun-
sellor receives UN
Security Council
Delegation” instead
of “State Counsellor
receives UN offi-
cials” —Ed

UNSC delegation gives press conference on Myanmar and Bangladesh visits

A DELEGATION composed of
Permanent Representatives to
the United Nations and repre-
sentatives from Member States
of the United Nations Securi-
ty Council conducted a press
conference on their visits to
My and B in
the lounge of the Nay Pyi Taw
International Airport yesterday.

At the press conference, the
President of the UN Security
Council and Permanent Rep-
resentative of Poland to the UN

T )
=4

an Per p
Mr. Gustavo Meza-Cuadra, UK
Permanent Representative
Ms. Karen Pierce and Kuwaiti
Permanent Representative Mr.
Mansour Al-Otaibi offered com-
ments on the visits. Permanent
Representative Ms. Joanna
Wronecka said that they were
extremely happy and grateful to
the authorities of Myanmar for
all arrangements.

“We've had the chance to
visit your beautiful country and
to speak to different represent-
atives of your society. I think
we have now a very good idea
about the development of the
country and the humanitarian
assistance,” she said.

Peruvian Permanent

.

UNSC del

ion at the press cc

Representative Mr. Gustavo
Meza-Cuadra said during their
visit to Rakhine State they visit-
ed the area of the displaced per-
sons and had good encounters
with the local population.

“We visited the construction
the government is taking on near
the border for the return of the
refugees. Also, we visited areas
where the local communities ex-
perienced their news regarding
how the returnees come back to
their villages of origin. This is

e on their visits to Myanmar and B:

an issue we have been di

ladesh in Nay Pyi Taw y if

ing at the council”, Mr: Gustavo
Meza-Cuadra said.
Kuwaiti Per t Repre-

rep tatives of the Security
Council is to see the agreements
signed bets My sl

PHOTO: MNA

met. “We also want to support
the signing of the MOU and the

sentative Mr. Mansour Al-Otaibi
expressed thanks to the Myan-
mar government for all their sup-
port and logistical assistance for
the visit to Rakhine State and
for the meetings arranged with
the different sectors of the gov-
ernment, civil society and many
others.

“What we really want as

319

Bangladesh to be impl t
ed. We saw that the Myanmar
government took many steps
to impl t the agr
he said. UK Permanent Rep-
resentative Ms. Karen Pierce
expressed her country’s willing-
ness to assist the government of
M in the impl e

of the plan they discussed with
the representatives they have

b ?

pl tation of the agree-
ment with Bangladesh. We be-
lieve that if that MOU can be
signed quickly and UN agencies
are given unconditional access,
that will be the best thing to deal
with the scale of the problem”,
she said.

Following their keynote re-
marks, the ambassadors replied
to questions raised by journal-
ists.—Myanmar News Agency ll
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M. Khan, “Chatgaya vs. Rohingya”, The Daily Star, 7 September 2018

Available at:

https://www.thedailystar.net/star-weekend/news/chatgaya-vs-rohingya-1630219
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Language
Chatgaya vs.
Rohingya

Rohingya and Chittagonian share
noticeable similarities but are local
interpreters equipped to translate the
nuances of the words the refugees use?

Photo: Anisur Rahman

A multitude of languages can be
heard around the refugee camps in
Cox's Bazar. There are the Rohingya
refugees themselves who speak
Rohingya; some also speak Burmese.
Rohingya children are being taught
English and Burmese in the learning
centres. Aid workers in the camps are
foreigners who speak English or
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spoken in the areas of Cox's Bazar
where the camps are located. Signs
and posters around the camps are
often in English, Bangla, and
Burmese.

With such a cornucopia of languages,
the camps are a complex linguistic
environment to navigate. “This crisis
is one of the most linguistically
challenging that I've ever worked in,”
says Irene Scott, programme director
for Translators without Borders
(TWB).

One advantage, however, was that the
Rohingya and locals in Cox's Bazar
can largely understand each other's
languages. To the extent that
Chittagonian-speaking locals were
hired in droves as interpreters for aid
agencies, humanitarian
organisations, and journalists
working in the camps. These local
interpreters were effectively first
responders, the first to communicate
with the hundreds of thousands of
refugees who had fled their homes
across the border.

The two languages share noticeable
similarities; however, these are
wrongly conflated. A key finding of a
study in November last year by
Internews, an international non-
profit working to improve access to
news and information, was that 62
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percent of the Rohingya refugees
surveyed were unable to
communicate with aid workers.

While the Rohingya language and
Chittagonian dialect sound quite
alike, both sets of speakers agree that
it is not 100 percent similar. “The
main difference is that the
vocabularies differ,” says AK Rahim,
sociolinguistic researcher for TWB
and a native Chittagonian speaker.
For example, he says, Rohingya
incorporates Burmese and Rakhine
words while Chittagonian includes
many standard Bangla terms.

According to a TWB language
assessment last year, Rohingya
speakers estimated that there was a
70 percent similarity between
Chittagonian and Rohingya. It also
noted that on the other hand,
Chittagonian speakers estimated a 90
percent similarity between the Cox's
Bazar dialect of Chittagonian and
Rohingya.

Similarities increase with
geographical proximity. “The dialect
spoken in southern Chittagong, such
as in Teknaf, and townships in
northern Rakhine are very similar,”
says Rahim. Conversely, Chittagonian
further north such as in Chittagong
city and Rohingya spoken further
down in Rakhine towards Sittwe, are
“almost different languages because
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they are so geographically far apart”.
For example, the local dialect spoken
in the Maungdaw area of Rakhine is
particularly close to Chittagonian,
while that spoken in Buthidaung,
further inland, is slightly different.

From Pahartali in Chittagong city,
Bhuiyan Mahmood worked until very
recently as a communications officer
for the World Food Programme
(WFP). When she initially went to the
camps, Mahmood expected that
Rohingya was quite similar to her
native Chittagonian. “But the words
they use are quite different. So is the
accent and how they phrase their
words. Often, they [the refugees]
would not understand what I'm
saying simply because of the way I
was speaking,” she says.

Mahmood says she didn't understand
many words when she initially began
interpreting and conducting
interviews. “In my first few days
working in the camps, I somehow got
by. But then, I soon understood the
areas in which there were gaps in
understanding.”

Take the word for diarrhoea for
example, which Mahmood says she
would hear quite frequently from
Rohingya women, whose children
were suffering from it. The Rohingya
phrase for it is gaa-laamani.
Translated literally to Chittagonian,
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the phrase means “my body is falling
apart” or “my body is coming down”,
which made no sense to Bangla and
English-speaking aid workers.

The similarities and differences in
Chittagonian and Rohingya, along
with their interplay, is something
Rahim has been studying in the
camps. Even Rohingya spoken by
older, registered refugees who
arrived in Bangladesh and newer
arrivals differ. “The language of the
registered Rohingya has shifted in
the past 30 years, it's become more
similar to Chittagonian,” says Rahim.

The Rohingya language borrowed
words from Burmese, as well as from
Urdu, Arabic, and Farsi. “The
Rohingya language is eclectic,
borrowing from many different
sources. It's a very rich language,”
adds Rahim.
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Mlustration: Kazi Tahsin Agaz Apurbo

The Rohingya language is better
understood by Chittagonian-speaking
locals from the Cox's Bazar area. “I
didn't have any problems
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understanding them or making
myself understood. There are
differences, of course, but it's quite
similar to our dialect,” says
Ahammed Hossain, a local from
Ukhia, who has been working in the
Rohingya refugee camps since 2012.

While Chittagonian-speaking
interpreters often did hear words
unfamiliar to them, they still had a
job to do. Context helps. “When I
slowly became familiar with their
[the refugees'] stories, I would
understand more easily what they're
trying to say even if I didn't get a
particular word. You can understand
the story then but can learn specific
words later,” says Mahmood of her
experience working in the camps.

Other unfamiliar terms were
humanitarian speak—usually
technical words and acronyms—
which the interpreters had to relay to
the refugees or had difficulty
understanding the colloquial terms
used by the Rohingya refugees.

“There is no equivalent for the word
'gender’ in Rohingya. So when we
originally translated the term
'sender-based violence' it translated

as 'violent women,” said a Rohingya
translator, cited in the TWB study.
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“There remain some subjects that are
tricky to navigate where you can see
misunderstanding in communication
still occurring,” says Rahim. This is
particularly true for women, who
have a hard time explaining health or
body-related issues to, usually, male
interpreters.

“In Rohingya, the academic term for
menstruation is borrowed from
Arabic, haiz. Instead they [Rohingya
women] use the word gosol (shower),
which is used in Bangla and even in
Rohingya. The interpreter wouldn't
get it. Even a female Chittagonian
interpreter may not get what the term
connotes—they use maashik (a
Bangla word).”

Kkk

In June, Translators without Borders,
a nonprofit providing translation
services for charities in crisis zones,
came up with a glossary together
with Oxfam and UNICEF. The app,
which works offline as well, includes
terms (in text and in audio) in the five
languages which are spoken in the
Rohingya camps—Rohingya,
Chittagonian, Burmese, Bangla, and
English.

Sociolinguist Rahim came up with
the 180 initially translated terms
from focus group discussions with
refugees in the camps. Presently, the
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terms in the glossary mainly centre
around the water, sanitation, and
hygiene (WASH) sector.

“What we were trying to do with the
glossary is try and bridge that gap
between field workers who are trying
to communicate with the refugees,”
says Scott. Terms that are soon to be
included, adds Scott, will be related
to disability and gender, among
others. “It's really designed for
humanitarians that are working in
this response but is publicly available
online for anyone that has an interest
in the language.”

But with thousands of aid workers in
play, a standard in interpretation can
hardly be ensured and the
terminology online, limited. Hossain,
for example, has not heard of the
glossary or received training on the
Rohingya language or interpretation.

*khk

Rohingya and Chittagonian are both
oral languages with no agreed on
written scripts. Historically, the
Arabic and Urdu scripts have been
used by the Rohingya. A Latin script
has also been developed, called
“Rohingya-lish”. In the 1980s, the
“Hanifi” script was developed with
elements of Arabic, Burmese and
English. The last has been used in
textbooks in religious schools in the
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Kutupalong and Nayapara camps,
through grassroots efforts to promote
a written script for the Rohingya
community in Bangladesh.

In the Internews study, 73 percent of
the refugees said they were illiterate.
71 percent of the refugees also have
had no formal education.

The lack of a standardised script, in
addition to high levels of illiteracy,
means written communication such
as fliers or posters are not
particularly useful in disseminating
information in the camps. Messages
are rather encouraged to be played in
audio or through pictorials, says
Scott.

The way the Rohingya language is
changing in exposure to
Chittagonian, humanitarian terms,
and the English and Bangla languages
in the camps is also fascinating to
study, says Rahim. For example,
cereal packs provided to Rohingya
children for nutrition are referred to
by the refugees as suji khana because
these look like suji (semolina). The
refugees have also picked up the
Bangla word for nutrition, pushti,
says Rahim.

“Language is constantly shifting.”
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The Global New Light of Myanmar, “Five family members return to Taung Pyo
Letwe Reception Centre”, 11 October 2018; The Global New Light of Myanmar,
“Twenty-seven returnees from Bangladesh arrive back at Reception Centre in
Maungtaw”, 30 September 2019; The Global New Light of Myanmar, “29
persons return to Taung Pyo Letwe Reception Centre in Maungtaw”, 24 October
2019; The Global New Light of Myanmar, “9 displaced persons return to Taung
Pyo Letwe Reception Centre in Maungtaw™, 18 December 2019 (extract)

Available at:

https://www.burmalibrary.org/sites/burmalibrary.org/files/obl/GNLM?2019-12-
18-red.pdf
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9 displaced persons
return to Taung Pyo
Letwe Reception
Centre in Maungtaw

Four men and five women return on their own volition to Taung Pyo
Letwe Reception Centre in Maungtaw on 17 December. PHOTO:
MNA

A total of 9 persons, four men
and five women, compris-
ing two families returned on
their own volition to Taung
Pyo Letwe Reception Centre
in Maungtaw Township, Ra-
khine State at & 15 am on 17
December morning.

Officials at the reception
centre carried out review
and acceptance procedures
for them.

After completing securi-
ty checkup and immigration
procedures, national verifica-
tion cards were issued for two
men and four women above
10 years of age, and humani-
tarian assistances were given

to them.

Deputy Director U Sce
Tun, the in-charge of Taung
Pyo Letwe Reception Centre,
handed over these return-
ees to Director U Soe Shwe
Aung, the in-charge of Hla Pho
Khaung Transit Centre which
provided the returnees with
foodstuffs such as rice, beans,
oil and salt as well as house-
hold utensils.

These returnees are from
West Myoma ward and Kyaut
Chaung village, and the re-
spective ward/village admin-
istrators accepted them at 1:30
pm.—District IPRD (Translat-
ed by Aung Khin)
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Five family members return to
Taung Pyo Letwe Reception Centre

A FAMILY of five displaced
people returned to Taung
Pyo Letwe Reception Centre,
Maungtaw District, in Rakhine
State on 10 October around 8
am, according to the Taung Pyo
Letwe Reception Centre.

U Soe Tun, the Deputy Di-
rector of the Administration De-
partment of reception centre,
and U Thant Zin, the Deputy
Director of the Department of
Immigration and Population,
scrutinized Mohamad Eitnu, 43,
and his four family members.
The authorities also conducted
the e-1D registration process for
them while the Department of
Immigration and Population has

issued the application for Na-
tional Verification Card (NVC)
for those who would like to apply
for citizenship.

Then, the Ministry of Social
Welfare, Relief and Resettle-
ment provided them with food
and otheritems, including kitch-
en utensils, after they received
their medical checkup and med-
icines.

The authorities will hand
over the returnees to the Hla
Pho Khaung camp through
Taung Pyo Letwe Reception
Centre. Myanmar has been
ready to accept verified return-
ees since 23 January 2018.—
Township IPRD M

Medical team provides physical check up tothe retumeesat
Taung Pyo Letwe Reception Centre, Maungtaw District, in Rakhine

State. PHOTO: TOWNSHIP IPRD
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Wai Mar Htun, “16 people were killed in Bangladesh refugee camps in 2023,
Radio Free Asia, 2 April 2023 (with english translation)

Available at:

https://www.rfa.org/burmese/news/rohingya-were-killed-2023-
04022023124830.html
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Unofficial Translation

16 people were killed in Bangladesh refugee camps in 2023

Wai Mar Htun (Washington DC)
2-4-2023

Rohingya refugees said that up to 16 Rohingya have been killed in Rohingya refugee camps in Cox’s
Bazar, Bangladesh during 2023 and they are getting more worried day after day because of the illegal
captures and killings.

RFA reported on 28 March that 14 refugees were killed at Rohingya camps in Bangladesh in the
three months from the beginning of this year(2023) to 25 March.

A Rohingya refugee who wishes to remain anonymous said that two more refugees were killed, one
on 1 April and the other on 2 April respectively.

“One was killed at the dawn of 2 April. And also in 1 April, armed organizations opened fire on each

other and a refugee who is guarding camp No.8 was shot and killed.”

Moreover, U Saw Lwin (also known as) Saulimula from Rohingya Justice and Human Rights
Organization, who lives in Balukhali camp, was abducted by an armed organization in the evening on 30
March, and hasn't been in touch since, his relatives said.

“An armed organization abducted him when he was returning home after prayers. We have not

received any news about him since”

His family reported the case to the UNHCR and Bangladeshi Police. Bangladesh Government is in
search for him but there has been no news yet.

It was reported that out of 34 refugee camps in Cox’s Bazar, refugees from camps No. 1, 2, 3, 8, 9,
13, 14 and 19 were killed this year.

Refugees said that the majority of the victims are those who absconded/ran away from Arakan
Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA), people who oppose ARSA and the relatives of those who oppose ARSA,
camp leaders and 100-household administrators.

They stated that all of the victims were men and 2 were killed in January, 2 were killed in February,
10 were killed in March, 2 were killed in April, therefore, a total of 16 individuals.

The Rohingyas want the Bangladesh government to take serious security measures and to take
effective actions against the perpetrators. They also want the international communities to pressurize the
Bangladesh Government for the safety of the refugees.
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“(JIRS WATARI G JF0] FITHIL WO (K MNP AIAG N AT (NTHA: Rohingya
will be like a cancer for us: Former Foreign Minister Momen”, Daily Jugantor, 18 May 2024,
available at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=13EV 1naQ0k4, original video and English
transcript
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See accompanying video file

A transcript of the video in English translation appears here

347



Annex 205

Unofficial translation of Mr.A.K.Abdul Momen, Chairman, standing

committee on Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Bangladesh National parliament,
and former Foreign Minister of Bangladesh during the interviews with Daily

>

Jugantor

Rohingyas would be like a cancer for Bangladesh unless Myanmar takes
them back. Myanmar says they will take them back, protect them, and for
this, whatever arrangement and measures will be undertaken.

Myanmar is our friend, not our enemy. Myanmar drove them out into
Bangladesh, recognizing them as Bengalis. But for us, they are recognized as
Rohingya, not Bengali.

However, arrangements are underway to repatriate them back to their
country as in the past. In 1970s, 1980s and 1990s, a great number of
Rohingyas were brought back with respect and we found not too much
difficulties like today because not many international communities were
involved in the arrangements as well as the media did not draw the
attention over the issue at that times.

Contrary to this, the conditions right now are much complex and difficult as
there are many international organizations, including UNHCR, involved and
also too many rules and regulations to follow.

Further, media outlets are more focus on this than it is necessary and some
stories are exaggeratedly reported only on small case.

Around the world, those who fled their countries and took refuge in
receiving countries are provided humanitarian assistance by UNHCR, BUT,
they do not want them back to their original places because they know that
will make them lose their jobs.

Despite those factors, it is possible Bangladesh could send them back
through bilateral discussions between Myanmar and Bangladesh. Through
negotiations, we believe in that we can send a large part if not all of them,
and Myanmar also agreed with.

On the other hand, some countries block the repatriation through various
reasons. They say there is no conducive environment there at present as
well as raise the question of whether granting citizenship to them or not if
they arrive back. But, we knew, currently, there is no conflict between
Rakhine and Rohingya.
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Inthe past, the media did not talk or complain the situation is not good there
and, let them go back home. But today, the media is bringing to light the
issues and make a big deal of them even when the small case was occurred.

Besides, , they previously did not hold the high expectation on their return
unlike the present that they raise too much demand and request for various
unspecified things like building new houses or rehabilitated in new places,
etc.

China, India and Japan built some new houses at resettlement areas and
some representatives of Rohingya leaders go and see them. They expressed
their satisfaction on it and willingness to return. Alternatively, American and
other countries said some numbers of them will be brought to third country
as part of the solution.

We know American and other countries are mostly giving money and there
are many international non-governmental organizations (NGOs) working
over there, in the camps, but we do not know exactly what these agencies
are doing, only Allah may know.

In my personal opinion, things would be better if the NGOs are banned. In
the last couple of years, there were banks being robbed as well as many
crimes being committed in the neighbouring camp areas. | doubted on it.

Therefore, to solve the issue, first step should be NGOs to be banned as
many there are international agencies. If NGOs are banned, there will be
politically disputes in the first few days, but it is just temporary and will be
solved later.

At the camps, there are many agencies running with various agendas inside
the camps, which are financially aided by support from donor countries. But
we don’t know how much aids and money are effectively invested for
displaced people. Moreover, we do not have any record how much financial
aids are received by those agencies. We did a little monitoring. So, they
should be immediately banned.

It was seen that a British NGO bought 7,000 knives, cutters like this tools.
When the police inquired about why they are needed, they said they are
aimed at cutting trees, cleaning up bush trimming and digging like that. We
do not know what they are actually doing.

Now, our police are active and much better than earlier as they have got it
so they seize what it is. They should be stopped.
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A. Rahman, “Separatist groups behind escalating violence in Rohingya Camps”,
Dhaka Tribune, 13 September 2024

Available at:

https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/rohingvya-crisis/323480/violence-in-
rohingya-camps-escalating-186-killed
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Friday, September 13, 2024

Dhaka'lribune

Friday, September 13,2024

Separatist groups behind escalating violence in
Rohingya camps

e 186 killings, 359 kidnappings in six years
e Cox's Bazar gripped by panic
¢ Arsa-RSO dispute leading to crimes

e Police finding it hard to stop criminal activities

The undated image shows the view of the Rohingya camp in Cox’s Bazar. Photo: Collected

Abdur Rahman
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Publish : 25 Aug 2023, 03:21 PM | Update : 25 Aug 2023, 08:14 PM >

Friday marks six years since Rohingyas sought shelter in Bangladesh, and they are still stranded
amid the complexities of geopolitics. Over the past six years, a total of 186 killings have occurred
in the Rohingya camps in Bangladesh, which can be linked to the criminal activities of different
separatist groups.

Of the 186 deaths, 85 took place between August 25, 2022 and August 24 this year. In
comparison, there had been 101 murders overall in the previous five years.

According to camp residents, many of the killings can be tied to drug deals, extortion,
kidnapping, smuggling and turf wars. Some Rohingya separatists also resorted to murder when
they did not get ransom money after kidnapping. The involvement of groups like the Arakan
Rohingya Salvation Army (Arsa) and Rohingya Solidarity Organization (RSO) in such activities
has also come to light.

Furthermore, there has been a clear instance of gunfire exchange between Arsa and the RSO.

Due to global pressure, Myanmar and Bangladesh signed an agreement in 2017 on Rohingya
repatriation. However, this process has not started yet, keeping the crisis alive. Meanwhile,
tension is growing in the 33 Rohingya camps in Ukhiya and Teknaf, leading to a rise in crimes,
including murders.

Weapons drills in camps

According to several local community leaders, Arsa and the RSO separatist groups enter the
camps every evening and parade with arms. Almost every day, they enter Rohingya homes,
torture them and snatch their belongings. In such a situation, they are having sleepless nights.

However, when the Armed Police Battalion (APBn) raids the Rohingya camps, the separatist
groups take positions in different hideouts and hills and forests. Once the operations end, they
sneak back into the camps at night, cutting the wire fences and resuming their wrongdoings.

Some unidentified attackers killed an 18-year-old Rohingya youth named Mohammad Yunus at
Kutupalong-8 Rohingya camp in Ukhiya's Rajapalang union around 7:30pm on Tuesday.

Camp resident Mohammad Amin said: "Yunus was a student at the local madrasa. He had no
conflicts with anyone. They suspected he had been providing information about Arsa members,
so they killed him. We are living in fear due to murders in the camps."
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The undated image shows the sky view of the Rohingya camp in Cox’s Bazar. Photo: Collected

186 murders in six years

According to district police and the APBn, there have been 186 killings in the 33 Rohingya
camps 1n the last six years. Among the dead were community leaders, volunteers and ordinary
Rohingyas. In the eight months of this year, 46 people have been killed in multiple clashes and
shootings.

In the previous four months, 39 people were killed. Of them, 18 were Rohingya community
leaders, 12 were members of Arsa, one was a volunteer and others were ordinary Rohingyas.

11 separatist groups active

According to a report of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on the Ministry of Defence
published on February 15, at least 11 Rohingya separatist groups are active inside the Rohingya
camps — they run extortion rackets, are involved in yaba trade, human trafficking and kidnapping,
and constantly engage 1n turf wars. Members of these separatist groups are also involved in
rapes.

Stopping these crimes has proven difficult for authorities even after occasional raids.
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Arsa-RSO conflict at its peak

According to various Rohingya community leaders, tension between Arsa and the RSO has
reached a peak. A faction within Arsa led by Ataullah Abu Ammar Jununi is facing disagreements
over its goals.

The RSO aims to create a separate faction, which poses a potential threat. Additionally, there is
the presence of another camp's separatist group named Nobi Hossain group.

Furthermore, many Rohingyas are also fed up with Arsa and are secretly supporting the RSO.
They believe the latter wants to maintain peace in the camps — when in reality both groups are
involved in criminal activities.

Police looking for 60 individuals

The APBn has stated that the police have compiled a list of members of Rohingya separatist
groups. The list includes the names of 60 individuals. A special operation will be launched to

arrest them.

Law enforcement agencies and Rohingya leaders said Nobi Hossain Group, Munna Group, Dakat
Abdul Hakim Group, Dakat Md Saleh Group, Islamic Mahas Group and Al-Yaqin Group are
among the separatist groups. Besides, several more groups are active in the camps using Arsa’s

name.
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The undated image shows some Rohingya children playing in the refugee camp in Cox’s Bazar.

Photo: Collected

Hundreds of kidnappings

Many Rohingyas have become involved in kidnappings by collaborating with hill militants and
Arsa. More than 500 kidnappings have taken place in the camps in the past six years. Kidnapping
1s now a daily occurrence in Teknaf and Ukhiya. At least five to six groups were involved in the
kidnappings. However, according to the police, there were 359 kidnappings.

Most of the kidnappings go unreported, as filing a complaint can lead to the abductee being
killed. Instead, ransom payments often secure the release, some victims said.

Police statement

APBn Police Superintendent Md Saifuzzaman said: "Members of multiple groups are involved in
turf wars, drug trade, kidnapping and extortion. Crime and murder are on the rise as a result of
these conflicts.

"We have so far arrested 90 people in connection with the murders. Operations are on to arrest the
rest. We are working day and night to prevent these crimes. The camps are under our control.
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Whoever is involved in crimes will be brought to book.”

He further said: "In the last six years, 332 people have been arrested in connection with the
recovery of 400 firearms and 500 locally made weapons in raids on the camps. At the same time,
1,697 Rohingyas were arrested with more than 3.9 million pieces of yaba tablets and 40kg of

2

1C€.

Besides, 94 people have been arrested in 70 cases in connection with the abduction of 359
Rohingyas and sent to jail through the court, he added.

Panic grips Cox's Bazar

Local residents of Cox's Bazar said Rohingyas are becoming desperate day by day. As the days
go by, they become more frightening. Since the arrival of Rohingyas, the use of drugs,
smuggling, kidnapping and extortion has increased. The safety of our lives is at risk."

On August 19, RAB raided an arms manufacturing factory in the remote hills of Rangikhali under
Hnila union of Teknaf and arrested six people. A large quantity of arms and bullets were
recovered from the factory. Normal life is being disrupted by such raids going on at different
times.

Ukhiya, Teknaf residents living in fear

Cox's Bazar Citizens’ Rights Movement Member Secretary HM Nazrul Islam said the people of
the entire district are under threat due to the Rohingyas.

"We want a Rohingya-free Cox's Bazar. Rohingyas commit murders in public. Rohingyas are
openly committing murders and using weapons against locals. Essentially, the police are
powerless in this situation. With each passing day, Rohingyas are growing more desperate,
resulting in attacks on the local population. The crime rate in the camps is also skyrocketing. If
the Rohingyas do not return [to Myanmar], it is possible that one day the locals might have to
leave the district."

Hnila Union Parishad Chairman Rashed Mahmud Ali said: "The people of Ukhiya and Teknaf
live in great fear because of Rohingyas. In the presence of 1.2 million Rohingyas, the locals have
become a minority. Even when Rohingyas commit various crimes, they cannot be turned over to
the police. The limited number of police officers cannot effectively manage them across multiple
camps. As night descends, Ukhiya and Teknaf become places of panic."
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Balukhali Rohingya camp leader Nur Hossain said: "It has been six years in Bangladesh, and we
have not yet gotten any solutions. Rohingyas and local residents are insecure in the camps. Now
Arsa and the RSO are openly committing murders in these camps. As a result, murders are on the
rise. We just want to return home. "

Copyright © 2012-2022. 2A Media Limited, All Rights Reserved.
8/C, FR Tower, Panthapath, Dhaka 1207, Bangladesh.
Kazi Anis Ahmed, Publisher
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Siam Sarower Jamil, “Rohingyas find safe haven in rented houses”, Dhaka
Tribune, 13 September 2024

Available at:

https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/nation/343461/rohingyas-find-safe-
haven-in-rented-houses
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Friday, November 22, 2024

Dhaka'lribune

Friday, November 22, 2924

Rohingyas find safe hayen in rented houses

e Crimes increase significantly in Cox’s Bazar
e Police warn of stern action against landlords

/ y
Fileimage of Rohingyas. Photo: Mahmud Hossain Opu/Dhaka Tribune

Q Siam Sarower Jamil

Publish : 05 Apr 2024, 09:00 AM | Update: 06 Apr 2024, 04:59 PM ’

A large number of Rohingyas are currently living in rented houses in Cox's Bazar Sa
Teknaf, and Ukhiya instead of designated camps. Among the Rohingyas, those who a.
wealthy and have relatives abroad have started living in these rented houses. Desp**~
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numerous detentions made by the authorities, a significant number of Rohingyas continue to
reside in these houses.

Future Possibilities

The police say that many of these Rohingyas even have national identity cards (NIDs).
Therefore, there is only so much the police can do in this regard.

Several Rohingya families are living in rented houses in Balukhali, Thaingkhali, Palongkhalli,
and Kutupalong areas of Ukhiya Sadar. Many of them have collected NID cards in exchange
for money. Some even hold passports. They have now become residents of Cox's Bazar with
the help of brokers.

Police say these Rohingyas are carrying out various criminal activities in these rented houses,
causing law and order to deteriorate. The armed criminal groups active in the camps do not
want the Rohingyas to return to their country.

Therefore, whenever the issue of repatriation is brought up, killings and other terrorist
activities increase in the camps. Over 150 incidents of murder took place in the Ukhiya camp
between August 25, 2017 and December 2023. Simultaneously, the miscreants abducted
hundreds of people. In this case, the miscreants target the leaders, or majhis, of various camps.
That is why many of the Rohingya leaders have been living in these rented houses, sources
have said.

According to Ukhiya Press Club President Syed Mohammad Anwar, the Rohingyas live in
rented houses and control the drug trade. They are even involved in hundi business. Through
such means, these Rohingyas are gaining local influence and getting involved in crir

However, the Rohingya leaders, who prefer anonymity, attribute the situation to the Arakan
Rohingya Salvation Army (Arsa). Law enforcers are active in the camps during the
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armed groups control them at night. Therefore, the majhis are feeling insecure and live in the
town areas.

Rashed Mohammad Ali, chairman of Hnila Union Parishad, is concerned about the matter. He
said: “Incidents of abduction are increasing in Ukhiya and Teknaf due to the free movement of
the Rohingyas. If the situation remains beyond control, it will deteriorate. The Rohingyas are
escaping from the camps and kidnapping locals. They are only freed in exchange for ransom. I
am demanding an increase in police manpower in Ukhiya and Teknaf.”

Amjad Hossain Khokon, chairman of Shamlapur Union Parishad, said: "At least 27km of area
in my union is surrounded by hills. In this area, a gang is involved in the kidnappings.

"There is only one police station in our area with only seven to ten policemen, and they are
unable to control crimes with such a small number. In this case, it is necessary to make the
police more powerful.”

Meanwhile, Cox's Bazar District Superintendent of Police Mohammad Mahfuzul Islam has
warned of taking action against the owners of these houses. At the same time, he has set a
deadline for the landlords to evict the Rohingyas from their houses. He made these remarks at
a meeting on Wednesday.

He said: "The Rohingyas who have taken refuge in Bangladesh have become reckless. They
are involved in various criminal activities, including the drug trade, theft, and robbery. In
addition to this, they are also trying to have the law and order situation deteriorate in
Bangladesh. The Rohingyas are responsible for the abductions in Teknaf. We'll find the
criminals' roots and cut them off. No one can get away after committing crimes.”

Mohammed Mizanur Rahman, Refugee Relief and Repatriation Commissioner (RRRC), has
confirmed that he has received information about the issue. He told Dhaka Tribune that letting
these Rohingyas live among the local people is illegal. This issue has already been discussed
in meetings. Many of these Rohingyas are responsible for the worsening law and order in
Cox's Bazar. They have created chaos in the camps while living safely in their rented houses.”

Mizanur Rahman also said that the issue of passports, NIDs, and birth certificates being made
available to the Rohingyas was also discussed at their regular meeting. “We are concerned
about these. All the responsible parties are concerned about this issue,” he said.

Shantanu Majumdar, a professor at the Department of Political Science at Dhaka University,
thinks that the uncontrolled behaviour of Rohingyas is a big threat to the state. He said that it
would not be easy to repatriate the Rohingyas at the moment. The continued escalatic ~ “the
crisis on the other side of the border and the criminal activities of these Rohingays at

concern for Bangladesh, he added.
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Shantanu Majumder underscores the crucial necessity for the international community to exert
pressure on Myanmar for the repatriation of its nationals. He contends that ensuring the safe
return of Rohingyas is paramount for fostering peace and harmony between the two nations.

Emphasizing the primacy of human rights, he advocates for addressing the severe violations
faced by the Rohingya people in their homeland. He insists on the imperative of securing
definitive assurances regarding their human rights before initiating discussions on their
repatriation.

According to UN statistics, more than 725,000 Rohingyas entered Bangladesh in 2017.
Altogether, there are more than 1.2 million Rohingyas living in the country at present.

Copyright © 2012-2022. 2A Media Limited, All Rights Reserved.
8/C, FR Tower, Panthapath, Dhaka 1207, Bangladesh.
Kazi Anis Ahmed, Publisher
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Letter from the Agent of The Gambia to the Registrar, 23 October 2020
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COUR INTERNATIONALE (f¢
DE JUSTICE \\|

&)\ INTERNATIONAL COURT
/ OF JUSTICE

154101 23 October 2020

Madam,

[ have the honour to inform Your Excellency of the filing in the Registry today of the Memorial
of the Republic of The Gambia in the case concerning Application of the Convention on the
Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide (The Gambia v. Myanmar), within the
time-limit as extended by the Court in its Order dated 18 May 2020.

The Memorial consists of 12 volumes: the Memorial itself (Vol. I) and 11 volumes of annexes
(Vols. II-XII). The Memorial includes a certification that the annexes are true copies of the
documents referred to and that the translations provided are accurate.

The Memorial was accompanied by a letter from H.E. Mr. Dawda Jallow, Agent of
The Gambia, dated 23 October 2020, in which he stated, in particular, that Volumes X and XI include
36 annexes containing witness declarations that have been redacted to protect the safety and security
of individuals, and that all identifying information has been removed from Annex 178 in Volume VI.
Unredacted versions of these annexes have been filed under seal in the Registry, which the Agent
explains are “for the Court’s in camera review only”.

You will find enclosed herewith a signed original of the Memorial (with annexes), additional
paper and electronic copies thereof and a copy of the Agent’s letter.

Accept, Madam, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Philippe Gautier
Registrar

H.E. Ms Aung San Suu Kyi

Agent of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar
before the International Court of Justice

Embassy of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar

Brussels

Belgium

cc: H.E. Mr. Kyaw Tint Swe
Alternate Agent of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar
before the International Court of Justice
Embassy of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar
Brussels
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THE REPUBLIC OF THE GAMBIA
Attorney General's Chambers
Ministry of Justice
Marina Parade
Banjul
AG /C/370701 PART 1 (53) 23 October 2020

Mr, Philippe Gautier
Registrar

International Court of Justice
Peace Palace, Carnegieplein 2
2517 KJ The Hague

The Netherlands

DELIVERED BY HAND
Excellency,

I have the honour to refer to the case concerning Application of the Convention on the Prevention
and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide (The Gambia v. Myanmar).

Pursuant to the Order of 18 May 2020 in the aforementioned case, I enclose 2 originals and 73
copies of the Memorial of the Republic of The Gambia and accompanying Annexes, as well as
50 electronic copies of the same.

I call your attention to the fact that Volumes X and X1 of the Annexes to the Memorial contain
the declarations of witnesses, which form part of the evidentiary basis for the claims made in the
Memorial. Thirty-six of these declarations (Annexes 335, 338-358, 360-370, and 372) have been
redacted to remove identifying information in order to protect the safety and security of the
witnesses and related persons. The witnesses” consent to submit their declarations is premised on
the removal of this information from their statements. The Gambia refers to these redacted
declarations in the Memorial only by their identifying numbers.

Accordingly, for the purposes of full disclosure, I enclose herewith, under seal and separately
from the Memorial and the Annexes, two unredacted copies of the aforementioned thirfy-six
witness declarations contained in Volumes X and XI, so that the Court will have all of the
identifying information that has been redacted from the Annexes. In addition, Annex 178 from
Volume VI, which has all identifying information removed, is also enclosed under seal in
unredacted form. The individuals concerned have consented to the submission to the Court, and
the Court alone, of the unredacted versions of their declarations. These are intended for the
Court’s in camera review only, and I would respectfully request that they be kept confidential.

1
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Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Sincerely,

"

H.E. Mr. Dawda Jallow

Agent

Attorney General and Minister of Justice
The Republic of The Gambia

Tel: (+220) 4228450/ (+220) 4228665
2
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Letter from the Agent of Myanmar to the Registrar, 20 March 2023
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Union Minister for International Cooperation
Republic of the Union of Myanmar

No.40 02 60/2023 (338)
Dated. 20 March 2023

Mr. Philippe Gautier
Registrar

International Court of Justice
Peace Palace

Carnegieplein 2

2517 KJ The Hague

The Netherlands

BY EMAIL ONLY

Excellency,

With reference to the case concerning Application of the Convention on the
Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide (The Gambia v. Myanmar), |
have the honour respectfully to request the Court to call upon The Gambia to
provide to the Court for transmission to Myanmar certain documents and
information pertaining to Annexes 335-358, 360-370 and 372 to its Memorial.
These Annexes to The Gambia’s Memorial are witness statements, and documents
purporting to record accounts given by claimed eye-witnesses.

This request is made pursuant to Article 49 of the Statute, and Article 50, paragraph
2, and Article 62, paragraph 1, of the Rules of Court.

Article 49 of the Statute provides:

The Court may, even before the hearing begins, call
upon the agents to produce any document or to
supply any explanations. Formal note shall be taken
of any refusal.

Article 50, paragraph 2, of the Rules of Court provides:

If only parts of a document are relevant, only such
extracts as are necessary for the purpose of the
pleading in question need be annexed. A copy of the
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whole document shall be deposited in the Registry,
unless it has been published and is readily available.

Article 62, paragraph 1, of the Rules of Court provides:

The Court may at any time call upon the parties to
produce such evidence or to give such explanations
as the Court may consider to be necessary for the
elucidation of any aspect of the matters in issue, or
may itself seek other information for this purpose.

The Court may exercise its powers under these provisions at the request of a party.
Request for unredacted annexes

When submitting its Memorial, The Gambia said in a covering letter to the
Registrar dated 23 October 2020 that Annexes 335, 338-358, 360-370, and 372 to
the Memorial had been “redacted to remove identifying information in order to
protect the safety and security of the witnesses and related persons”. That letter
added that “for the purposes of full disclosure” two unredacted copies of these
Annexes had been provided under seal “so that the Court will have all of the
identifying information that has been redacted”. The letter maintained that “[t]he
individuals concerned have consented to the submission to the Court, and the Court
alone, of the unredacted versions of their declarations”.!

It would be inconsistent with the fundamental principles of open justice and
equality of the parties for the Court to admit and give evidential weight to these
Annexes, in circumstances where the Applicant and the Court have unredacted
versions of them, while the Respondent has only redacted versions. The Gambia
could have submitted unredacted versions of these documents with its Memorial,
with the request that these annexes only be made public in redacted form. If that
request had been made and granted, the result would have been that both of the
parties and the Court would have had the unredacted versions, while the identities
of those concerned would have been withheld from the public. This is what
occurred in the Croatia Genocide case.”

Letter from the Agent of The Gambia to the Registrar dated 23 October 2020, transmitted to Myanmar by the
letter from the Registrar to the Agent of Myanmar, no. 154101, dated 23 October 2020.

Application of the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide (Croatia v.

Serbia), Judgment, 1.C.J. Reports 2015, p. 21, para. 35: “... Croatia indicated to the Court that it consented to
the publication of its pleadings and documents annexed, provided they were published in redacted form and
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(93]

In proceedings before this Court, it could never be consistent with the principle of
equality of the parties for the Court to admit and give evidential weight to untested
statements of witnesses whose identities have been made known to the Court but
not to the other party. Furthermore, even if the Court could theoretically do so (and
this is in no way conceded), it would be for the party seeking to proceed in this way
to make a request to the Court that it be permitted to do so, and to persuade the
Court that this course of action is necessary. That party would need to obtain an
order of the Court in advance. The Court would need to consider any request for
such an order on a witness-by-witness basis, having regard to the individual
circumstances of each witness. Anonymity could not be imposed on a blanket
basis. It cannot be open to The Gambia simply to decide unilaterally that the
identities of witnesses on which it relies will be provided to the Court, but that their
identities will be withheld on a blanket basis from Myanmar. There is unlikely to
be any system anywhere in the world that permits a party to make such a decision
unilaterally.

The Gambia’s claim that the witnesses have not consented to the disclosure of their
identities to Myanmar is furthermore contradicted by the Annexes themselves.
Annexes 339-342, 345, 347, 349-354, 361, all contain a ‘“witness
acknowledgement” in which the witness confirms that “The interviewers ...
explained that my identity will be disclosed to the Court and the parties” (emphasis
added) and that “With knowledge of the above, I agree to give a statement”. Others
state only that “T have been briefed about procedures that may be available to ensure
my own protection and security” (emphasis added).

The Gambia’s redaction of the identities of these witnesses causes prejudice to
Myanmar. Apart from anything else, at the most basic level, Myanmar is prevented
even from checking whether persons with the claimed identities in fact exist and did
indeed live in the places in which they claim to have lived at the material time. This
impedes Myanmar’s ability to check the genuineness and credibility of the witness
statements.

It is also possible that more than one of the statements has been given by the same
person. It is impossible for Myanmar to know this if the identities of those making
the statements are not known.

without a number of annexes, in order to ensure the anonymity of the victims and the individuals who
provided it with written testimonies”.
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In the circumstances, procedural fairness and the good administration of justice
require that unredacted versions of these annexes be made available to Myanmar.

Request for identities in Annex 336

Annex 336 to the Memorial of The Gambia is a document produced by the
organization Legal Action Worldwide (LAW), which purports to record accounts
given by various claimed eye-witnesses. The Annex does not give the identities of
those concerned, who are identified in this document only by a “code” assigned by
Legal Action Worldwide.

Procedural fairness and the good administration of justice require that the identities
of these persons be made available to Myanmar. Again, apart from anything else,
without knowing the identities, Myanmar is prevented from checking whether
persons with the claimed identities did indeed live in the places in which they claim
to have lived at the material time, and cannot know if more than one of the accounts
has been given by the same person. Without knowing the identities, Myanmar also
cannot know to what extent the persons in Annex 336 are the same as those giving
the statements in other Annexes to the Memorial, in particular in Annexes 339-358,
360-370 and 372, which are witness statements that were prepared by the same
organization, Legal Action Worldwide.

It is noted for example that in this Annex, there are two virtually identical witness
accounts, which respectively bear different pseudonyms (CK0301 at p. 57, and
TS0200 at p. 100). Without knowing the claimed identities of CK0301 and
TS0200, Myanmar is unable to ascertain whether two identical accounts have
purportedly been given by two different people (which would cast doubt on the
plausibility of both of them), or whether the account of a single person has been
included twice under different pseudonyms (which would cast doubt on the
reliability of the process by which the accounts have been compiled).

Request for copies of whole documents

In accordance with Article 50, paragraph 2, of the Rules of Court, Myanmar is
entitled to access to the whole of each document not publicly available that is only
partially reproduced in an Annex to the Memorial of The Gambia.

Annex 338 to the Memorial is an extract from a document entitled “Fortify Rights,
First-hand Testimonies from August-September ‘Clearance Operations’ in
Myanmar™.
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The 12 pages of Annex 338 bear internal page numbers 1, 9, 10, 11, 51, 52, 53, 54,
75, 76, 77 and 78, indicating that the original document was at least 78 pages long.
The extract of the document provided by The Gambia appears to contain the
information given by persons #9, #30 and #40, indicating that the original document
contained information provided by at least 40 different people. The pages provided
include all or parts of the pages containing information obtained from interviewees
#1, #8, #10, #39 and #41, and these have been redacted completely.

This document has not been published and is not readily available. The Gambia
should have deposited a copy of the whole document in the Registry, in accordance
with Article 50, paragraph 2, of the Rules of Court.

It also appears that some of the witness statements in Annexes 339-358, 360-370,
and 372, to the Memorial have not been reproduced in full. The first page is
missing from Annexes 346, 347 and 348, in which the first page of the document in
the annex bears the number 2. In the case of Annex 350, the first page bears the
number 3. In the case of Annex 349, it is not possible to tell if there is a missing
cover page, since the pages are unnumbered, but no information is given as to who
took the statement, suggesting that there is a missing page.

In accordance with Article 50, paragraph 2, of the Rules of Court, Myanmar is
entitled to access to all pages missing from these Annexes.

Request for additional information

As has been noted, Annex 336 to the Memorial of The Gambia is a document
produced by the organization Legal Action Worldwide, which purports to record
accounts given by various claimed eye-witnesses. Myanmar considers that the
following information is needed in order to assist in the evaluation of the evidential
weight of Annex 336:

(1) the circumstances in which the interviews with the claimed eyewitnesses were
conducted, including the places and dates of each interview, the place of
residence of the interviewee at the time of interview, the names and
qualifications of the interviewers and the interpreters, and the methodology
used for identifying interviewees and conducting and recording the interviews,
and for preparing and finalising the document at Annex 336; and

(2) the circumstances by which this document came to be provided by Legal
Action Worldwide to The Gambia or its representatives.
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As has been noted, Annex 338 to the Memorial is an extract from a document
entitled “Fortify Rights, First-hand Testimonies from August-September ‘Clearance
Operations’ in Myanmar”. This document has been prepared by the organization
Fortify Rights. It is noted that The Gambia also relies on a report by Fortify Rights,
found at Annex 114 to the Memorial, and a report produced jointly by the United
States Holocaust Memorial Museum and Fortify Rights, found at Annex 192 to the
Memorial. The reports at Annexes 114 and 192 both state that they are based on
interviews with “Rohingya eyewitnesses and survivors”, and it appears that these
reports may in fact have been based on the document at Annex 338 to the
Memorial. For instance, the Fortify Rights report at Annex 114 says at footnote 763
that the interview with #9 included an account of a helicopter attack, and the
account of #9 in Annex 338 to The Gambia’s Memorial refers to a helicopter flying
over a village.

Myanmar considers that the following information is needed in order to assist in the
evaluation of the evidential weight of Annex 338:

(1) the circumstances in which the interviews described in this Annex were
conducted, including the places and dates of each interview, the place of
residence of the interviewee at the time of interview, the names and
qualifications of the interviewers and the interpreters, and the methodology
used for identifying interviewees and conducting and recording the interviews,
and for preparing and finalising the document at Annex 338;

(2) the circumstances by which this document came to be provided by Fortify
Rights to The Gambia or its representatives; and

(3) confirmation of whether the claimed eye-witness accounts set out in this annex
are the interviews referred to in the report published by Fortify Rights at
Annex 114 to the Memorial, and in the report of the United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum and Fortify Rights at Annex 192 to the Memorial.

As has been noted, Annexes 339-358, 360-370, and 372, to the Memorial of The
Gambia are witness statements prepared by the organization Legal Action
Worldwide. Myanmar considers that the following information is needed in order
to assist in the evaluation of the evidential weight of these Annexes:

(1) details of the terms under which investigators of the Royal Canadian Mounted
Police were involved in the exercise conducted by Legal Action Worldwide;
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(2) the qualifications of the interviewers and the interpreters (it being noted that
each witness statement has an interpreter certificate stating that “I am qualified
by Legal Action World Wide (LAW) to interpret from the Rohingya Language
into the English language and from the English language into the Rohingya
language” (emphasis added), suggesting that the interpreter may have had no
formal qualification as an interpreter); and

(3) details of who was physically with each of the “clients” of Legal Action
Worldwide during, and immediately before and after, the interview (it being
noted that it appears that in at least the majority of cases, the interviewer,

interpreter and note-taker participated in the interview remotely via Microsoft
Teams).?

Annex 337 to the Memorial of The Gambia is a record of a witness account given
by a person named Mohammadul Hassan. Myanmar considers that the following

information is needed in order to assist in the evaluation of the evidential weight of
Annex 337:

(1) the circumstances in which the interview was conducted, including the place
and date of the interview, the place of residence of the interviewee at the time
of interview, the names and qualifications of the interviewer(s) and the
interpreter, and the methodology used for identifying the interviewee and
conducting and recording the interview, and for preparing and finalising the
document at Annex 337; and

(2) the circumstances by which this document came to be provided to The Gambia
or its representatives.

Annex 335 to the Memorial of The Gambia is another record of a witness account.
Myanmar considers that the following information is needed in order to assist in the
evaluation of the evidential weight of Annex 335:

(1) the circumstances in which the interview was conducted, including the
organisation(s) involved in the exercise of which this interview was a part, and
the details of that exercise, the place of residence of the interviewee at the time
of interview, the qualifications of the interviewer and the name and

Page 9 of the Standard Operating Procedures, annexed to the witness statement of Antonia Mulvey, MG, Vol.
XI, Annex 373.
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qualifications of the interpreter, and the methodology used for identifying the
interviewee and conducting and recording the interview, and for preparing and
finalising the document at Annex 335; and

(2) the circumstances by which this document came to be provided to The Gambia
or its representatives.

Annexes 141 and 142 to the Memorial of The Gambia are interviews (transcripts
and DVDs) of two purported former soldiers of the Myanmar Defence Services. At
the beginning of each interview, the interviewer states that he is a lawyer in private
practice who has been “invited” by the Government of Bangladesh to conduct the
interview, which is taking place in Dhaka, Bangladesh. Another person present at
the interview states that he is “deputy attorney general and advocate”, and that he
has been “appointed” by the Government of Bangladesh to protect the rights and
interests of the interviewees. Myanmar considers that the following information is
needed in order to assist in the evaluation of the evidential weight of Annexes 141
and 142:

(1) any known information, and the sources of such information, as to how these
interviewees sought protection from the Government of Bangladesh, the
involvement of the Government of Bangladesh in the interviews, the specific
place where the interviews were conducted (for instance in a police station or
government office), the circumstances of how and the persons by whom and
the purpose for which the interviews were organised, and details of who was
physically with the interviewees during, and immediately before and after, the
interviews;

(2) any known information, and the sources of such information, as to how these
interviewees left Myanmar and entered Bangladesh, the reasons why they
sought the protection of the Government of Bangladesh, the type of protection
sought, the details of any persons who assisted them to contact the Government
of Bangladesh or any other person or organization to offer their purported
evidence, any protection granted by the Government of Bangladesh, the
whereabouts of the interviewees since the time of the counter-terrorist
operations in northern Rakhine State in 2016-2017 and the time of the
interviews in August 2020, the whereabouts of the interviewees since giving
the interviews, and the reasons why they came forward when they did; and
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(3) the circumstances by which and the persons by whom the material in these
annexes came to be provided to The Gambia or its representatives.

Conclusion

For the reasons above, Myanmar requests the Court, pursuant to Article 49 of the
Statute, and Article 50, paragraph 2, and Article 62, paragraph 1, of the Rules of
Court, to call upon The Gambia to produce to the Court, for transmission to
Myanmar:

(1) unredacted copies of Annexes 335, 338-358, 360-370, and 372 to the Memorial
of The Gambia, which should include any pages of those documents that are
missing from those Annexes, including a complete and unredacted copy of the
document at Annex 338;

(2) the identities of the persons giving each of the claimed eye-witnesses accounts
in Annex 336 to the Memorial of The Gambia; and

(3) the information set out above under the heading “Request for additional
information”.

The present request is without prejudice to any other rights of Myanmar in these
proceedings, including its right to object to the admissibility or to dispute the
evidential weight of any material relied on by The Gambia for any reason.
Evidential deficiencies in these and other Annexes to The Gambia’s Memorial will
be raised in the Counter Memorial.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Yours sincerely,

Ko

Ko Ko Hlaing
Agent
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Letter from the Agent of The Gambia to the Registrar, 30 March 2023
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COUR INTERNATIONALE (Gl (R
DE JusTICE \§E%e
i

By email only

159120 30 March 2023

Sir,

With reference to the case concerning Application of the Convention on the Prevention and
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide (The Gambia v. Myanmar), | have the honour to transmit
herewith to Your Excellency a copy of a letter from H.E. Mr. Dawda Jallow, Agent of the Republic
of The Gambia, dated 30 March 2023 and received in the Registry today. By his letter, the Agent
communicates the views and comments of his Government on the request of the Republic of the
Union of Myanmar for the Court to call upon the Republic of The Gambia to provide certain
documents and information.

Accept, Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration.

o

hilippe Gautier
Registrar

His Excellency

Mr. Ko Ko Hlaing

Agent of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar
before the International Court of Justice

Embassy of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar

Brussels

Relgium

cc: H.E. Dr. Thi Da Oo
Alternate Agent of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar
before the International Court of Justice
Embassy of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar
Brussels
Belgium

Email: mmicjoffice20@gmail.com; soelynnhan@gmail.com
ambassador@embassyofmyanmar.be; mebrussels@embassyofmyanmar.be

Palais de la Paix, Carnegieplein 2 Peace Palace, Camegieplein 2
2517 KJ La Haye - Pays-Bas 2517 KJ The Hague - Netherlands
Téléphone : +31 (0) 70 302 23 23 - Facsimilé : +31 (0) 70 364 99 28 Telephone: +31 (0) 70 302 23 23 - Telefax: +31 (0) 70 364 99 28
Site Internet : wwwe.icj-cij.org Website: www.icj-cij.org
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THE REPUBLIC OF THE GAMBIA
Attorney General’s Chambers
Ministry of Justice
Marina Parade
Banjul
AG/C/370/01 PART 1 (53) 30 March 2023

Mr. Philippe Gautier
Registrar

International Court of Justice
Peace Palace, Carnegieplein 2
2517 KJ The Hague

The Netherlands

DELIVERED BY EMAIL
Excellency,

I have the honour to refer to the case concerning the Application of the Convention on
the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide (The Gambia v. Myanmar), and your
letter No. 159039 dated 20 March 2023, which transmitted a letter from the Agent of the
Republic of the Union of Myanmar (“Myanmar”) requesting the Court to call upon the
Republic of The Gambia (“The Gambia™) to provide certain documents and information. The
Gambia is grateful to the Court for the opportunity to present its comments on Myanmar’s
request.

Myanmar’s requests are grouped into four categories: (1) request for unredacted
annexes, (2) request for identities in Annex 336, (3) request for copies of whole documents,
and (4) request for additional information. The Gambia addresses cach of these requests in turn.

1. Request for unredacted annexes

Myanmar requests unredacted copies of Annexes 335, 338-358, 360-370, and 372 of
the Memorial. As noted in my letter of 23 October 2020, those annexes “have been redacted to
remove identifying information in order to protect the safety and sccurity of the witnesses and
related persons.” These witnesses are Rohingya victims of acts of genocide against the
Rohingya people in Myanmar. Some witnessed horrific acts of murder perpetrated by
Myanmar’s military. Some suffered brutal sexual violence at the hands of Myanmar’s military.
All barely escaped with their lives as their homes, villages, and belongings were burned to the
ground by Myanmar’s military forces.

The safety and sccurity of these witnesses cannot be assured by The Gambia or the
Court if their identities are disclosed to Myanmar. Most of them are currently refugees living
in camps just inside Bangladesh, close enough to the border with Myanmar to be within the
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reach of Myanmar’s security forces, as well as its agents inside the camps. One of them lives
in Rakhine State and remains subjected to Myanmar’s discriminatory laws and policies
targeting the Rohingya people, including those laws that deny the Rohingya of the rights and
protections of citizenship. They are justifiably fearful of retaliation by Myanmar'—by killing,
abduction or infliction of serious bodily harm on them or their families—in the event their
identities are disclosed to representatives of Myanmar’s military government in these
proceedings, and they have given their testimonies on the express condition that their names
be redacted from copies of their statements provided to Myanmar.

Accordingly, The Gambia has given its assurances to these witnesses, through their
counsel, that it would disclose their identities only to the Court, and not to Myanmar. The
Gambia has thus submitted their unredacted statements to the Court under seal and annexed to
its Memorial copies of the statements with the names of the witnesses redacted.

In so doing, The Gambia has followed procedures that have been used in prior cases at
this stage of the proceedings. For example, in the Memorial in Aerial Herbicide Spraying
(Ecuador v. Colombia), Ecuador explained its procedure regarding witness statements as
follows:

“Ecuador refers to all witness affidavits in this Memorial by
witness number, rather than by name of the witnesses. Witness
namcs have been redacted from the affidavits included as
Annexes to the Memorial at the request of the witnesses for
their protection. Ecuador has separately submitted to the Court,
under seal, a full set of unredacted witness statements, as well
as a table correlating the witnesses to the annex numbers used
in the Memorial.”?

In that case, the witnesses were Ecuadorian nationals living in Ecuador. Although close
to the border with Colombia, from whose armed forces they feared retaliation, they were under
the protection of the Ecuadorian government. The Court nevertheless accepted their unredacted
statements under seal and made no order of disclosure to Colombia. Eventually, an agreement
was reached between the parties that would have permitted disclosure of the unredacted
statements on a narrow basis. Colombia, however, decided not to obtain them, and ultimately
the case was settled.

In Application of the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Racial Discrimination (Qatar v. United Arab Emirates), Qatar submitted witness statements
from victims of discrimination with their names redacted. As Qatar explained in an annex to
its Memorial:

“As a result of this process, 109 claimants agreed to step
forward and submit written declarations detailing the harm they
suffered as a result of the Discriminatory Measures. ... The

! Recent reports indicate Myanmar is actively secking to coerce witness testimony. Poe U, “Regime seeking out
Rohingya witnesses for Myanmar's [CJ defence”, Myanmar Now (6 March 2023), https://myanmar-
now.org/en/news/regime-seeking-out-rohingya-witnesses-for-myanmars-icj-defence.

% Aerial Herbicide Spraying (Ecuador v. Colombia), Memorial, 28 April 2009, Vol. I, p. 173, note 405.
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vast majority of claimants requested that their identities be kept
anonymous due to their fear of reprisal by the UAE or UAE-
based entities, including harassment directed at themselves,
their family members, business associates, and other
individuals linked to them, especially immediate or extended
family members (many of whom are Emirati) or other
acquaintances currently residing in the UAE. All potentially
identifying information for those claimants requesting
anonymity has therefore been redacted from the finalized
declarations.™

Myanmar suggests that the procedure adopted by Croatia in Application of the
Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide (Croatia v. Serbia)*
should be followed here, but it fails to point out that the circumstances of the two cases are not
comparable. First, Croatia did not consider that there was a need to withhold the names of its
witnesses from the Respondent State; it sought only to prevent public disclosure of their names
at the time the written pleadings were made public. Second, the witnesses were Croatian
nationals living in Croatia under the protection of the Croatian government, and there was no
evidence that they were vulnerable to retaliation by the Respondent State’s military forces. As
explained above, the same is not true for the witnesses in this case.

Myanmar states that some of the annexes, including Annexes 339-342, 345, 347, 349-
354, and 361, indicate that the witnesses understood that their identities “will be disclosed” to
the Court and the parties. The sentences from which that phrase is taken are both preceded and
followed by sentences indicating that the witnesses were referring to their potential in-person
testimony before the Court. The witnesses thus consented to the disclosure of their names only
in the event they are called to testify before the Court during the oral hearings on the merits of
the case. There was no consent to disclosure under any other circumstances. The witnesses
were assured, at the time they gave their statements, that there would be none.

These assurances were memorialized in the Memorandum of Understanding by which
The Gambia received these particular witness statements from Legal Action Worldwide
(“LAW?™), which serves as counsel to the witnesses. Under this MOU, The Gambia agreed to
abide by “any confidentiality-related requirements on the possession and use of the Witness
Statements from LAW’s Rohingya Clients”. After receiving Myanmar’s letter dated 20 March
2023, The Gambia, through its counsel, confirmed with LAW that its understanding of the
disclosure language discussed above was correct. LAW further confirmed, as it relates to
statements taken from its clients, the accuracy of the representation in my letter to the Court of
23 October 2020 that the “individuals concerned have consented to the submission to the Court,
and the Court alone, of the unredacted versions of their declarations”.

Myanmar argues in its letter to the Court that the procedure adopted by The Gambia is
inconsistent with “open justice and equality of the parties”. To the contrary, this procedure is
consistent with past practice and international standards. Decisions of the International

3 Application of the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (Qatar
v. United Arab Emirates), Memorial, 25 April 2019, Vol. XII, Annex 272, paras. 12-13.

* Application of the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide (Croatia v. Serbia),
Judgment, 3 February 2015, p. 21, para. 35.
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Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (“ICTY"”) show that in certain circumstances
where witness safety is under threat, anonymous witness testimony is appropriate.’ Decisions
of the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (“ICTR™) have followed that precedent and
allowed delayed disclosure of witness identities depending on the ability to protect the
witnesses.® Rule 81(4) of the International Criminal Court’s (“ICC”) Rules of Procedure and
Evidence allows the Chamber to “take the necessary steps to ensure the confidentiality of
information, in accordance with articles 54, 72 and 93, and, in accordance with article 68, to
protect the safety of witnesses and victims and members of their families, including by
authorizing the non-disclosure of their identity prior to the commencement of the trial.”’

These authorities reflect international criminal law, where the standard of proof'is more
stringent and the need for the protection of the defendant’s rights is more acute given the threat
to his/her liberty from a guilty verdict.

It is unsurprising, therefore, that, for its commissions of inquiry and fact-finding
missions, the United Nations developed practice guidelines in 2015 that emphasize the
centrality of witness protection, confidentiality, and the “do no harm” principle in their reports.®
The Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination has adopted a similar standard
regarding its treatment of individual communications, as set forth in its Rules of procedure:

“After it has been decided that a communication is admissible
in conformity with article 14, thc Committce shall transmit,
confidentially, through the Secretary-General, the text of the
communication and other relevant information to the State
party concerned without revealing the identity of the individual
unless he has given his express consent.”

For protection of the witnesses who were justifiably fearful of retaliation by Myanmar,
and to prevent the infliction of harm on them, The Gambia redacted from the copies of their
statements annexed to its Memorial only their names and other information that could reveal
their identities to Myanmar. These redactions do not deprive Myanmar of its ability to
challenge any of the facts asserted in the witness statements, or to present its own witnesses
offering contrary testimony. Myanmar is not prevented from arguing that its inability to check
the identity of the witnesses should be taken into account by the Court in its assessment of the

3 See Prosecutor v. Tadic, Case No. IT-94-1, Decision on the Prosecutor’s Motion Requesting Protective
Measures for Victims and Witnesses, § 84 (Aug. 10, 1995) (“Prosecutor has met the necessary standard to
warrant anonymous testimony in respect of witnesses H, J and K.”).

6 See Prosecutor v. Bagosora, Kabiligi, Ntabakuze & Nsengiyumva, Case No. ICTR-98-41-T, Decision on
Defence Motion for Reconsideration of the Trial Chamber’s Decision and Scheduling Order of 5 December
2001 (July 18, 2003).

7 International Criminal Court, Rules of Procedure and Evidence, Rule 81(4). See also Prosecutor v Thomas
Lubanga Dyilo, ICC-01/04-01/06-1119, Decision on Victim’s Participation (18 January 2008), paras. 130-131.

¥ United Nations, Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Commissions of Inquiry and Fact-
Finding Missions on International Human Rights and Humanitarian Law: Guidance and Practice (2015), pp. 33-
34. LAW adheres to these guidelines and has incorporated them into their internal practices.

9 United Nations, Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, Rules of procedure, Rule 94(1).
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credibility of their statements—and the Court, which has access to the redacted information,
will be able to draw its own conclusions about the testimony, based on factors such as the
content of the testimony, the character of the evidence, the circumstances under which the
evidence was produced, and other evidence that corroborates the testimony or attests to its
authenticity. The Court, which has the names of all witnesses, will know if “more than one of
the statements has been given by the same person,” as suggested by Myanmar.

The Gambia belicves that it has carcfully followed procedures that balance the necessity
of protecting witness safety, on the one hand, with the right of Myanmar to contest the evidence
presented against it, on the other. On this basis, it objects to disclosure of witness identities at
this time, and asks the Court to uphold its objection by not ordering the disclosure of the names
of its witnesses to Myanmar.

2. Request for identities in Annex 336

Myanmar requests “the identitics of the persons giving each of the claimed eye-
witnesses accounts in Annex 336”. As explained in Annex 373, a witness statement by Antonia
Mulvey, the Executive Director of Legal Action Worldwide (“LAW?), the content of Annex
336 is:

“... a copy of the representations submitted to the Victim
Participation and Reparations Scction of the International
Criminal Court in October 2019, pursuant to the Notification by
the Prosecutor of a Request to Pre-Trial Chamber 111 for an
investigation dated 4 July 2019 (“Victim Submission”). The
submission includes information provided by male and female
survivors of sexual violence, perpetrated by members of the
Tatmadaw and Border Guard Police.”!”

These victim accounts, whose authenticity is attested to by Ms. Mulvey, were submitted
to the International Criminal Court (“ICC”) pursuant to accepted standard of practice
associated with submissions to the Victim Participation and Reparations Section of the ICC.
The Gambia does not possess the individual names associated with the code assigned to each
individual. For the same reasons elaborated under item | above, The Gambia considers that the
need for protection of the witnesses plainly outweighs Myanmar’s desire for their names.

3. Request for copies of whole documents

Myanmar seeks access to the whole document underlying Annex 338 of the Memorial.
That document is a compilation of interviews taken by officials of the non-governmental
organization Fortify Rights in the time period contemporancous with Myanmar’s genocidal
clearance operations in 2017 against the Rohingya population of Myanmar and is entitled
“Firsthand Testimonies from August-September ‘Clearance Operations’ in Myanmar”.
Because the document is a series of separate witness interviews, The Gambia treated each
interview as separable and, thus, did not deposit the rest of the whole document in the Registry.

19 Application of the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide (The Gambia v.
Myanmar), Memorial, 23 October 2020, Vol. XI, Annex 373, para. 11.
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The Gambia has no objection to filing the whole document with the Registry, subject
to redaction of the names of the interviewees, and other identifying information, as it has done
for the witness statements addressed above under items 1 and 2. The need to protect the
interviewees whose statements are recorded in Annex 338 is equal to the need to protect the
witnesses whose statements were provided in the Annexes addressed under items 1 and 2,
above.

Myanmar also seeks access to the entirety of the witness statements provided in
Annexes 346-350, asserting that there are missing pages. The Gambia has reviewed these
Annexes and determined that, although the page numbering is off, the complete statements are
there. There is thus nothing further to provide.

4. Request for additional information

Myanmar makes several requests for additional information regarding various annexes
in The Gambia’s Memorial. The Gambia is pleased to provide the requested information, to
the extent that it possesses or has been able to access it, as set out below.

First, Myanmar requests information regarding the circumstances of the interviews and
the circumstances by which Annex 336 came into the possession of The Gambia or its
representatives. This information is provided in Annex 373, the statement by Ms. Mulvey,
Executive Director of LAW. In her statement at paragraph 11, she describes Annex 336, and
she provides, as Annex 2 to her statement, a copy of LAW’s standard operating procedures for
taking witnesses testimony. She also describes the Memorandum of Understanding with The
Gambia’s counsel, a copy of which is attached as Annex 1 to her statement, which explains the
circumstances by which The Gambia received these witness statements from LAW’s clients.

Second, Myanmar requests information about the circumstances in which the
interviews included in Annex 338 were conducted, the circumstances by which the document
came into the possession of The Gambia or its representatives, and confirmation regarding
whether accounts in Annex 338 are cited in the two reports annexed as Annex 114 and Annex
192. The Gambia will respond to these requests in reverse order.

Annex 114 is a report from Fortify Rights entitled “They Gave Them Long Swords:
Preparations for Genocide and Crimes Against Humanity Against Rohingya Muslims in
Rakhine State, Myanmar™. The full version of the report, which is public and readily available,
provides information regarding its sources:

“The findings of this report are based primarily on 254
interviews conducted by Fortify Rights from October 2016 to
June 2018 with eyewitnesses and survivors of human rights
violations as well as with Myanmar military and police sources,
Myanmar military analysts, members of ARSA, Bangladesh
military and government officials, a Rakhine Buddhist monk,
and international and local humanitarian aid workers. These
interviews include 242 Rohingya men and women from 31
villages in Maungdaw, Buthidaung, and Rathedaung townships
in Rakhine State. Fortify Rights interviewed 88 Rohingya—46
women and 42 men—and conducted a qualitative survey of 71
Rohingya—S58 women and 23 men—who survived the
military-led attacks in Maungdaw Township starting in October
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2016. Fortify Rights also conducted 83 interviews—22 women
and 61 men, including four Hindus, and six male members or
former members of ARSA—with information on the military-
led “clearance operations” in Maungdaw, Buthidaung, and
Rathidaung Townships starting in August 2017. Fortify Rights
interviewed most survivors and eyewitnesses of the 2017
“clearance operations™ hours or days after attacks, which
assisted in ensuring accuracy.

Fortify Rights also reviewed visual evidence, including films
and photographs from northern Rakhine State, acquired from
original sources as well as open-source media. Information that
could not be adequately corroborated or triangulated was not
included in this report.

Fortify Rights conducted interviews with survivors and
eyewitnesses in the Rohingya language with English
interpretation and in private and secure settings, often for
appropriately long durations of time at the discretion of the
interviewee. Some interviews occurred after multiple meetings.
With the consent of the interviewee, Fortify Rights recorded
interviews and worked with a third party to review the audio
recordings to check the interpretation for accuracy. No one
interviewed for this report received compensation, and all were
informed of the purpose of the interview, its voluntary nature,
and the ways that the information might be used. All provided
informed consent. The specific dates and locations of some
interviews are withheld and the names of victims, cyewitnesses,
and others as well as other identifying details are withheld or
changed for security reasons.”"’

Annex 192 is a report co-authored by Fortify Rights and the United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum’s Simon-Skjodt Center for the Prevention of Genocide. The full version of
the report, which is public and readily available, provides the following information regarding
its sources:

“Fortify Rights and the Simon-Skjodt Center traveled to
Rakhine State and arcas along the Bangladesh—-Myanmar
border before and during both rounds of military-led attacks on
Rohingya civilians. Fortify Rights visited locations along the
Naf River—which separates Myanmar and Bangladesh—
refugee camps in Bangladesh, forested enclaves on the border,
and villages where Rohingya survivors sought refuge. This
report is based on more than 200 in-depth, in-person
interviews—documented primarily by Fortify Rights—with

' Fortify Rights, They Gave Them Long Swords: Preparations for Genocide and Crimes Against Humanity
Against Rohingya Muslims in Rakhine State, Myanmar (July 2018), p. 29, available at
https://www.fortifyrights.org/downloads/Fortify Rights Long_Swords_July 2018.pdf.
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Rohingya survivors and eyewitnesses of atrocity crimes,
including more than 100 Rohingya women, as well as aid
workers.”"?

The Gambia came into possession of Annex 338 when its counsel asked officials from
Fortify Rights if they had witness statements or interviews contemporaneous with the 2017
clearance operations that could be submitted to the Court as evidence in these proceedings.
Fortify Rights provided the document to The Gambia on the condition that personally
identifiable information of witnesses would be redacted in any version available to Myanmar,
given concerns over victim safety. The Gambia does not have information on whether the 49
witnesses whose interviews arc included in the full document underlying the excerpted Annex
338 overlap with any of the “254 interviews” that are mentioned as sources for the report in
Annex 114 or the “more than 200 in-depth, in-person interviews” identified as sources for the
report in Annex 192.

Third, Myanmar requests information regarding witness statements taken by LAW
among Annexes 339-358, 360-370, and 372. The statement by Ms. Mulvey contained in Annex
373 provides the information requested by Myanmar. Paragraphs 8-10 of her statement indicate
as follows:

“8. Between 28 April and 9 October 2020, LAW gathered
witness statements from its Rohingya clients. These statements
have been gathered through remote and in-person interviews in
line with LAW’s Standard Operating Procedures (ANNEX 2).
Some witness statements were compiled by three senior
criminal investigators, Serena Gates, Prudence Acirokop, Peter
Haynes QC; and others by a team of police investigators from
the Royal Canadian Mounted Police. Three interpreters
attended the interviews.

9. Interviews were undertaken and witness statements prepared
both remotely and in-person. Between April and September
2020, interviews with witnesses were undertaken remotely
using video conferencing software (Microsoft Teams).
Witnesses would come to LAW’s secure centre near the camps
in Cox’s Bazar for the interview, with investigator, interpreter
and a notetaker joining through video conferencing technology.
The witness would return to LAW’s centre at a later date to
finalise and sign their statement.

10. In-person interviews were conducted and statements
prepared by a team of investigators provided by the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police at LAW’s secure centre near the

2 Fortify Rights and United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, They Tried to Kill Us All: Atrocity Crimes
against Rohingya Muslims in Rakhine State, Myanmar (November 2017), pp. 1-2, available at
https://www.ushmm.org/m/pdfs/201711-atrocity-crimes-rohingya-muslims.pdf.
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camps in Cox’s Bazar between 22 September and 9 October
2020."

Fourth, Myanmar requests information regarding the involvement of expert criminal
investigators from the Royal Canadian Mounted Police (“RCMP”). The Gambia is pleased to
report that the involvement of the RCMP resulted from discussions between The Gambia and
Canada regarding how the latter could assist in independently collecting reliable evidence for
this case. As reported by the RCMP:

“[TThe Government of The Gambia made an official request to
Global Affairs Canada (GAC) for technical assistance from the
Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP). The RCMP agreed
to collaborate with Law Action Worldwide, a non-
governmental organization (NGO), to help gather the evidence
required for the investigation. A team of five investigators left
Canada for a three-week mission to Bangladesh. GAC required
experienced interviewers to interview witnesses as part of
Canada's contribution to the report on the genocide of
Rohingya communities.”"*

Section V of Annex 2 (p. 9) of Ms. Mulvey’s statement provides details on the
modalities of the witness interviews. Regarding the qualifications of interviewers (as requested
by Myanmar), it states that ““[i]nterviewers are senior criminal investigators, currently provided
by Justice Rapid Response”. Regarding interpreters, it states that the “[i]|nterpreter/ translator
may be either one of LAW'’s project officers or another English-—Rohingya interpreter/
translator with relevant experience”. The Gambia understands that during remote interview
sessions, the witnesses were accompanied only by LAW staff members.

Fifth, Myanmar requests information regarding Annex 337. This is a witness interview
taken by Fortify Rights applying the same standards and procedures as described above
regarding Annex 338, with the difference being that the witness consented to have his name
remain unredacted. This interview was provided to The Gambia by Fortify Rights.

Sixth, Myanmar requests information regarding Annex 335, which is a witness
statement taken by investigators from the International State Crimes Initiative at Queen Mary
University of London. That witness statement was included in the materials that contributed to
that institution’s report, “Countdown to Annihilation: Genocide in Myanmar”, published in
2015 and excerpts of which are annexed at Annex 93. The full version of that report, which is
public and readily available, specifies the methodology used by the investigators:

“This report is based on a 12-month study funded under the UK
Economic and Social Research Council’s ‘Pilot Urgency
Grants Mechanism’. Led by Professor Penny Green (Director
of ISCI and Chair in Law and Globalisation at Queen Mary

13 Application of the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide (The Gambia v.
Myanmar), Memorial, 23 October 2020, Vol. XI, Annex 373, paras 8-10.

14 Royal Canadian Mounted Police, “Investigating Beyond Borders™ (21 October 2021), https:/www.remp-
gre.ge.ca/en/news/2021/investigating-borders?fe=undefined&wbdisable=true.
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University of London), the ISCI team of three Queen Mary
University researchers (Green, Thomas MacManus and Alicia
de la Cour Venning) spent over four months in the field
(primarily in Rakhine State but also in Yangon, Myanmar)
investigating whether or not the Myanmar State’s persecution
of the Rohingya constitutes genocide.

The team conducted 176 formal interviews with key
participants. These included: individuals who identified as
being of Rohingya, Rakhine, Kaman, Bamar and Maramagyi
cthnicity; INGO staff; Rakhine state government officials;
Rakhine civil society leaders and politicians; Rakhine and
Rohingya activists; senior foreign diplomats; local and
international journalists; lawyers; monks; imams; business
people; local and international photographers; and academics.
Fieldwork also involved ethnographic observation in some 40
Rohingya, Kaman and Rakhine villages and camps for IDPs
(within Sittwe, Thandwe and Mrauk U districts), and in Aung
Mingalar, the one Rohingya ghetto in Sittwe. The ethnographic
fieldwork, which combined interviews with obscrvation,
provided the opportunity to analyse social relations in Rakhine
state. ...

The first interviews in Rohingya, Rakhine and Kaman villages
were normally conducted with the formal or informal village
administrators, who granted permission to interview residents
and provided basic information about the village. The less
structured nature of the camps tended to mean that interviews
began immediately upon entering the camps, with researchers
randomly selecting those willing to speak. Women in the camps
were far more reticent to speak than men, but as strong a
representation of women’s voices as possible was achieved. ...

Informed consent was secured in every case and confidentiality
assured. Most of those interviewed are not named in order to
protect their identities and safety.”'*

Other information requested by Myanmar regarding Annex 335 is provided in the
document itself, including the location of the interview. The Gambia received this witness
interview directly from the investigating institution, which shared it under the condition that
the witness’s identity and related information remain confidential.

Seventh, Myanmar requests information regarding Annexes 141 and 142, which are
interviews with members of Myanmar’s military who participated in the genocidal attacks
against the Rohingya, and who later defected and sought protection in Bangladesh. The

'3 International State Crimes Initiative, Queen Mary University of London School of Law, Countdown to
Annihilation: Genocide in Myanmar (2015), pp. 23-24, available at http://statecrime.org/data/2015/10/ISCI-
Rohingya-Report-PUBLISHED-VERSION, pdf (footnotes omitted).

10
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Government of Bangladesh provided this evidence to The Gambia. The video recordings and
written transcripts of the interviews—which have been provided to the Court and to Myanmar
in Annexes 141 and 142—provide the information requested by Myanmar, including the place
of the interviews and the individuals who were present. The Gambia does not presently have
evidence on how or where the interviewees entered Bangladesh, or their specific whereabouts
before or after the interviews, apart from what they said about themselves in the interviews.

*

In conclusion, for the reasons given, The Gambia objects to providing Myanmar with
the unredacted versions of the Annexes to its Memorial that it submitted to the Court under
seal, as Myanmar has requested in items 1, 2 and 3, above; and The Gambia considers that this
letter satisfactorily responds to Myanmar’s requests for information, in item 4 above, by
providing the requested information to the extent that The Gambia possesses or has been able
to access it. The Gambia trusts that the Court will continue to protect the identities of those
witnesses who have provided their statements on the condition that their identities not be
disclosed to Myanmar, as requested in my letter of 23 October 2020 conveying the unredacted
statements to the Court.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Sincerely,

<

H.E. Mr. Dawda Jallow

Agent

Attorney General and Minister of Justice
The Republic of The Gambia

A
Website: moj.gov.gm Email: i
Tel: (+220) 4228450/ (+220) 4228665

11
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Letter from the Registrar to the Agent of Myanmar, 6 April 2023
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)\ INTERNATIONAL COURT
i OF JUSTICE

By email only

159168 6 April 2023

Sir,

I have the honour to refer to the case concerning Application of the Convention on the
Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide (The Gambia v. Myanmar) and to the request
of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar that the Court call upon the Republic of The Gambia to
provide certain documents and information pertaining to various annexes to the Applicant’s
Memorial. 1 further have the honour to inform Your Excellency that the Court, having duly
considered Myanmar’s request, as well as the comments on it received from The Gambia, has
decided, for the reasons set out below, that no action is required at this stage of the proceedings by
the Court.

First, with respect to Myanmar’s request for unredacted copies of Annexes 335, 338-358,
360-370 and 372 to the Memorial of The Gambia, the Court recalls that the Applicant has explained
that it has included redacted annexes in order to protect the safety and security of witnesses and
related persons, and that, in keeping with procedures used in prior cases before the Court, it has
submitted unredacted statements to the Court under seal. In this regard, the Court wishes to make
clear that the Parties are free to address questions relating to the evidentiary value of materials
adduced in the case file during the written and oral pleadings on the merits. Indeed, the Court takes
note of the Myanmar’s stated intention to raise concerns in its Counter-Memorial about alleged
“evidentiary deficiencies” in the Memorial of The Gambia.

i
His Excellency
Mr. Ko Ko Hlaing
Agent of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar
before the International Court of Justice

Embassy of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar
Brussels
Belgium
cc: H.E. Dr. Thi Da Oo

Alternate Agent of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar

before the International Court of Justice

Embassy of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar

Brussels

Belgium
Email: mmicjoffice20@gmail.com; soelynnhan@gmail.com

ambassador@embassyofmyanmar.be; mebrussels@embassyofmyanmar.be
Palais de la Paix, Carnegieplein 2 Peace Palace, Carnegieplein 2
2517 KJ La Hayc - Pays-Bas 2517 KJ The Hague - Netherlands
Téléphone : +31 (0) 70 302 23 23 - Facsimilé - +31 (0) 70 364 99 28 Telephone: +31 (0) 70 302 23 23 - Telefax: +31 (0) 70 364 99 28
Site Internet . www.icj-cij.org Websile, www.igj=cij.oig
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COUR INTERNATIONALE INTERNATIONAL COURT
DE JUSTICE OF JUSTICE

As the Court has previously indicated, “neither its Statute nor its Rules lay down any specific
requirements concerning the admissibility of statements which are presented by the parties in the
course of contentious proceedings ... [i]n determining the evidential weight of any statement by an
individual, the Court necessarily takes into account its form and the circumstances in which it was
made” (Application of the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide
(Croatia v. Serbia), Judgment, 1.C.J. Reports 20135, para. 196).

In connection with the specific request that a complete and unredacted copy of the document
contained in Annex 338 be furnished by the Applicant, the Court observes that The Gambia has
stated that it has no objection to filing with the Registry the whole document in question, subject to
the redaction of the names of the interviewees, and other identifying information. In this regard, the
Court requests that The Gambia provide the redacted whole document included as Annex 338 to its
Memorial by Monday 17 April 2023 at 6 p.m.

Secondly, with respect to Myanmar’s request for the identities of the persons who signed
witness accounts in Annex 336 of the Memorial of The Gambia and for “additional information”
regarding various other annexes, The Gambia has explained that the witness accounts were submitted
by a non-governmental organization to the International Criminal Court (with a code assigned to
each individual). The Gambia has also indicated that it does not possess the individual names of the
authors of these witness accounts. With regard to the “additional information™ requested, the Court
notes that The Gambia states that it has provided the requested information, to the extent that it
possesses or has been able to access it.

Finally, the Court remains mindful that the concerns raised by both Parties involve important
questions relating to the credibility of evidence and the need to ensure the protection of witnesses. In
this connection, the Court wishes to reiterate that evidentiary questions in a case are properly to be
addressed during the further stages of the merits phase.

A letter in similar terms has been sent to the other Party.

Accept, Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Philippe Gautier
Registrar
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Letter from the Agent of The Gambia to the Registrar, 3 May 2024
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%)) | NTERNATIONAL COURT
) OF JUSTICE

By email only

162067 6 May 2024

Sir,

With reference to the case concerning 4pplication of the Convention on the Prevention and
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide (The Gambia v. Myanmar), 1 have the honour to transmit to
Your Excellency herewith a copy of a letter from the Agent of the Republic of The Gambia,
dated 3 May 2024 and received in the Registry today. By his letter, the Agent requests
a one-month extension of the time-limit for the filing of the Reply of The Gambia, from 16 May
2024 to 17 June 2024.

I further have the honour to invite your Government to communicate its views on the
above-mentioned request by Friday 10 May at 3 p.m., at the latest.

— S L

Jean-Pelé Fomété
Deputy-Registrar

Accept, Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration.

His Excellency

Mr. Ko Ko Hlaing

Agent of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar
before the International Court of Justice

Embassy of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar

Brussels

Belgium

cc: H.E. Dr. Thi Da Oo
Alternate Agent of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar
before the International Court of Justice
Embassy of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar
Brussels
Belgium

Emails: mmicjoffice20(@gmail.com
soelynnhan@gmail.com
ambassador@embassyofmyanmar.be
mebrussels@embassyofmyanmar.be

Palais de la Paix, Carnegieplein 2 Peace Palace, Carnegieplein 2
2517 KJ La Haye - Pays-Bas 2517 KJ The Hague - Netherlands
Téléphone : +31 (0) 70 302 23 23 - Facsimilé : +31 (0) 70 364 99 28 Telephone: +31 (0) 70 302 23 23 - Telefax: +31 (0) 70 364 99 28
Site Internet : www.icj-cij.org Website: www.icj-cij.org
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THE REPUBLIC OF THE GAMBIA
Attorney General's Chambers
Ministry of Justice
Marina Parade
Banjul
AG /C/370/01 PART 1 (53) 3 May 2024

Mr. Philippe Gautier
Registrar

International Court of Justice
Peace Palace, Carnegieplein 2
2517 KJ The Hague

The Netherlands

DELIVERED BY EMAIL

Excellency,

I have the honour to refer to the case concerning the Application of the Convention on
the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide (The Gambia v. Myanmar), and the
Court’s Order dated 16 October 2023, which set 16 May 2024 as the time-limit for The
Gambia’s Reply and 16 December 2024 as the time-limit for Myanmar’s Rejoinder.

I write to request an extension of one month for the submission of The Gambia’s Reply,
until 17 June 2024, for the reasons explained below. In the interest of equality of arms, The
Gambia would have no objection to an equivalent extension for the submission of Myanmar’s
Rejoinder.

The request is necessitated by a communication of 2 May 2024 from the United Nations
Independent Investigative Mechanism for Myanmar (“IIMM?” or the “Mechanism”), the entity
established by the United Nations Human Rights Council to “collect, consolidate, preserve and
analyse evidence of the most serious international crimes and violations of international law
committed in Myanmar since 2011”.' The communication, a copy of which is attached hereto,
states that “the Mechanism anticipates that in the next two weeks it will provide to The Gambia
a total of six packages containing analytical notes and other information and evidence collected
by the Mechanism™.? The communication provided the first of those six packages, which
conveyed an analytical report with annexed materials consisting of approximately 350 pages.
Today, 3 May 2024, The Gambia received two more of the packages, which conveyed an
analytical report and a witness screening interview consisting of approximately 50 pages

' UN Human Rights Council, Resolution 39/2, UN Doc. A/HRC/RES/39/2 (27 Sept. 2018), para. 22.
2 UN IIMM, Letter from H.E. N. Koumjian to H.E. D. Jallow (2 May 2024) p.1.
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combined. The Gambia understands that Myanmar received the same communications from
the Mechanism, as it is the Mechanism’s practice to share its evidentiary materials with both
Parties.

Upon inspection of these materials, The Gambia has found them to consist of new
evidence of direct relevance to the issues that have been raised in this case, and which have
been addressed by both Parties in their Memorial and Counter-Memorial. Given the receipt of
this voluminous new evidence two weeks before the date set for submission of the Reply, and
the pending receipt of three more packages of additional evidentiary materials, as promised by
the Mechanism, it is not feasible for The Gambia to review, analyse, and address, as
appropriate, the relevant new evidence in its Reply. Myanmar, on the other hand, would be
able to do so in its Rejoinder, currently due on 16 December 2024.

The Gambia believes that it would be consistent with the fair administration of justice
for both Parties to have an opportunity to review and utilize, as appropriate, these new
evidentiary materials in their respective second-round pleadings, rather than only the
Respondent having the opportunity to do so. For The Gambia to have this opportunity, a one-
month extension of the due date for its Reply is needed.

If The Gambia is denied an opportunity to address the evidence newly received from
the Mechanism in its Reply, it would be forced, after review of these materials, to submit a
separate request to the Court to include them in the record. But, in such case, the Court would
receive them without the benefit of The Gambia’s analysis of them and explanation of their
significance, while Myanmar would be able to fully address any such materials in its Rejoinder.
The Gambia would plainly be disadvantaged in such situation.

Accordingly, The Gambia respectfully requests that the Court extend by one month the
time-limit for its Reply, to 17 June 2024.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Sincerely,

N

H.E. Mr. Dawda Jallow

Agent

Attorney General and Minister of Justice
The Republic of The Gambia

ATTACHMENT

Website: moj.gov.gm Email: info@moj.gov.gm
Tel: (+220) 4228450/ (+220) 4228665
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) Nations Unies

INDEPENDENT INVESTIGATIVE MECHANISM FOR MYANMAR * MECANISME D ENQUETE
INDEPENDANT POUR LE MYANMAR

United Nations §

PALAIS DES NATIONS « 1211 GENEVA, SWITZERLAND

EMAIL. IIMM@UN ORG

REFERENCE: 2024-IIMM-000043
CONFIDENTIAL

2 May 2024
Excellency,

I have the honour to refer to the following correspondence between the
Independent Investigative Mechanism for Myanmar (“Mechanism™) and the Republic
of the Gambia (“The Gambia”) in relation to the Application of the Convention on the
Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide (The Gambia v. Myanmar), now
pending before the International Court of Justice (“ICJ”): 1) the letters dated 11
February 2020 and 11 May 2020 from His Excellency, Mr. Abubacarr Marie
Tambadou to me; and 2) my letters dated 5 May 2020, 16 June 2020, and 26 August
2020.

As part of the Mechanism’s commitment to provide material relevant to the
aforementioned ICJ proceedings, the Mechanism anticipates that in the next two weeks
it will provide to The Gambia a total of six packages containing analytical notes and
other information and evidence collected by the Mechanism. In this first instance, the
Mechanism hereby provides an Analytical Note prepared by the Mechanism entitled
“Analysis of the Myanmar Government’s Encouragement of Resettlement by
Buddhists from Bangladesh to Rakhine State, Myanmar”, along with its underlying
material, as set out in Annex A. The Mechanism has applied redactions to limited parts
of the aforementioned Analytical Note because it does not have consent to share certain
information with the parties to the ICJ proceedings. In the present circumstances, the
Mechanism has included all of the underlying materials for the unredacted sections of
this Analytical Note because the materials relate to open-source items or originate from
sources who have not indicated any personal security concerns and have given their
full informed consent to share with the parties to the ICJ proceedings. I would also like
to take this opportunity to reiterate that the conditions to which The Gambia agreed in
its letter of 11 May 2020, apply to all materials shared by the Mechanism.

As set out in my letter of 5 May 2020, the Mechanism previously provided
materials, relevant to the aforementioned ICJ proceedings, to both The Gambia and
Myanmar on a rolling basis, in the same form and, where applicable, with identical
redactions. Additionally, the Mechanism only shared materials where the Mechanism
had received the consent of the information provider to do so. Please note that the
Agent for Myanmar and the designated Counsel responded affirmatively in April 2024
to the Mechanism’s request for agreement with the Mechanism’s conditions for the
sharing of materials with the parties to the ICJ proceedings. Accordingly, the

H.E. Mr. Dawda Jallow
Attorney General and Minister of Justice
Republic of The Gambia
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Mechanism will also share this Analytical Note and the material set out in Annex A
with Myanmar at this time.

With the exception of the application of the aforementioned redactions to the
Analytical Note, and the conditions to which The Gambia agreed in its letter of 11
May 2020, the Mechanism does not wish to impose any other conditions, limitations,
qualifications or exceptions on the disclosure of these materials in the ICJ proceedings
relating to The Gambia v. Myanmar.

I would be grateful if you could formally confirm receipt of the materials
transmitted with this letter.

Singerely,
Nicholas Koumjian
Head

Independent Investigative Mechanism
for Myanmar
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Materials Shared with The Gambia on 2 May 2024

File Name and Evidence Identifier

Page No.

Beginning Bates

End Bates Page

No.

Analysis of the Myanmar Government’s Encouragement of Resettlement
by Buddhists from Bangladesh to Rakhine State Myanmar

IIMMO0028132186.pdf [ 000001 | 000011
Underlying Materials
1TMMO0028128229.pdf 1B 000001 000005
1IMMO0028128246.pdf 000001 000001
1IMMO0028128283 pdf 000001 000001
IIMMO0028128263.pdf 000001 000001
1IMMO0028128379.pdf 000001 000001
IIMMO0028128232.pdf 000001 000001
1IMMO0028128215.pdf 000001 000005
1IMMO0028128386.pdf 000001 000001
1IMMO0028128269.pdf 000001 000001
IIMMO0000026306.pdf 000001 000014
1IMM0000023959.pdf 000001 000027
1IMMO0028128497.pdf 000001 000027
1IMMO0028128463.pdf 000001 000048
1IMMO0000019778.pdf 000001 000025
IIMM0001582763 pdf 000001 000053
1IMMO0028128217.pdf 000001 000039
1TMM0027993559.pdf 000001 000012
1IMMO0027993559 T MT _EN_01.pdf 000001 000008
1IMMO0001139668.pdf 000001 000016
1IMMO0028128296.pdf 000001 000001
1IMMO0028129529.pdf 000001 000001
1IMMO0028128306.pdf 000001 000001
1IMMO0028128239.pdf 000001 000001
IIMMO0028129537.mp4 000001 000001
1IMMO0028128362.pdf 000001 000001
1IMMO0028128371.pdf 000001 000001
IIMMO0028128275.pdf 000001 000001
1IMMO0001139847 pdf 000001 000023
IIMMO0028059482.pdf 000001 000005
1IMMO0028128410.pdf 000001 000001
1IMMO0028128414.pdf 000001 000001
IIMMO0028128466.pdf 000001 000001
IIMMO0001138972.pdf 000001 000016
1IMMO0028128446.pdf 000001 000001
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File Name and Evidence Identifier Beginning Bates End Bates Page
Page No. No.
IIMMO0028128452.pdf 000001 000001
IIMMO0028128458.pdf 000001 000001
1IMM0028128422.pdf 000001 000001
IIMM0028128428.pdf 000001 000001
IIMMO0028128434.pdf 000001 000001
IIMMO0028128440.pdf 000001 000001
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Letter from the Agent of The Gambia to the Registrar, 23 May 2024
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COUR INTERNATIONALE ‘E%_% INTERNATIONAL COURT
DE JUSTICE \ 2wt )] OF JUSTICE

162253 23 May 2024

Sir,

I have the honour to inform Your Excellency of the filing in the Registry today of the Reply
of the Republic of The Gambia in the case concerning Application of the Convention on the
Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide (The Gambia v. Myanmar).

The Reply consists of five volumes: the Reply itself (Vol. I) and four volumes of annexes and
maps (Vols. II-V), as well as a USB key containing the video-recording of Annexes 41 and 42. The
Reply includes a certification that the annexes are true copies of the documents referred to and that
the translations provided are accurate.

The Reply was accompanied by a letter from HE Mr Dawda Jallow, Agent of The Gambia,
dated 23 May 2024, in which he stated, in particular, that:

— Volumes III and IV include 12 annexes containing witness declarations that have been
redacted to protect the safety and security of individuals. Unredacted versions of these
annexes have been filed under seal in the Registry, which the Agent explains are “for the
Court’s in camera review only”.

— Volume IV includes witness statements taken by the UN Independent Investigative
Mechanism for Myanmar (“IIMM”), from which the IIMM has redacted identifying
information. The Gambia will request that the [IMM submit to the Court, “for its in camera
review only”, unredacted versions of these statements.

His Excellency

Mr. Ko Ko Hlaing

Agent of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar
before the International Court of Justice

Embassy of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar

Boulevard Général Wahis 9, Schaerbeek

1030 Brussels

Belgium

cc: H.E. Dr. Thi Da Oo
Alternate Agent of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar
before the International Court of Justice
Embassy of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar
Brussels
Belgium

Emails: mmicjoffice20@gmail.com
soelynnhan@gmail.com
ambassador@embassyofmyanmar.be
mebrussels@embassyofmyanmar.be

Palais de la Paix, Carnegieplein 2 Peace Palace, Carnegieplein 2
2517 KJ La Haye - Pays-Bas 2517 KJ The Hague - Netherlands
Téléphone : +31 (0) 70 302 23 23 - Facsimilé : +31 (0) 70 364 99 28 Telephone: +31 (0) 70 302 23 23 - Telefax: +31 (0) 70 364 99 28
Site Internet : www.icj-cij.org Website: www.icj-cij.org
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You will find enclosed herewith a signed original of the Reply (with annexes), a USB key
containing the video-recording of Annexes 41 and 42, and a copy of the Agent’s letter.
An electronic version of the Reply in PDF format can be downloaded at
https://web.tresorit.com/I/xj 1 SC#KVsAV60-g3gul IBK gl WUQ (password: Xh&ZJg76X2).

Accept, Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration.

A el

Philippe Gautier
Registrar
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THE REPUBLIC OF THE GAMBIA
Attorney General’s Chambers
Ministry of Justice
Marina Parade
Banjul
AG /C/370/01 PART 1 (53) 23 May 2024

Mr. Philippe Gautier
Registrar

International Court of Justice
Peace Palace, Carnegieplein 2
2517 KJ The Hague

The Netherlands

DELIVERED BY HAND

Excellency,

I have the honour to refer to the case concerning the Application of the Convention on

the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide (The Gambia v. Myanmar).

Pursuant to the Court’s Order dated 16 October 2023, and your letters dated 14 and 15
May 2024, I enclose two signed originals and 60 copies of the Reply of the Republic of The
Gambia and accompanying Annexes. | have also uploaded this filing on the Court’s electronic
filing platform.

I call your attention to the fact that Volumes III and IV of the Annexes to the Reply
contain the declarations of witnesses which form part of the evidentiary basis for the claims
made in the Reply. Eleven of these declarations (Annexes 44-47, 61-62, 64-66 and 68-69) and
one collated document containing several declarations (Annex 43) have been redacted to
remove identifying information in order to protect the safety and security of the witnesses and
related persons. The witnesses’ consent to submit their declarations is premised on the removal
of this information from their statements. The Gambia refers to these redacted declarations in
the Memorial only by their identifying numbers.

Accordingly, for the purposes of full disclosure, I enclose herewith, under seal and
separately from the Reply and the Annexes, two unredacted copies of the aforementioned
witness declarations contained in Volumes III and IV, so that the Court will have all of the
identifying information that has been redacted from the Annexes. These are intended for the
Court’s in camera review only, and I would respectfully request that they be kept confidential.
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I also call your attention to the fact that Volume IV of the Annexes to the Reply contain
witness statements taken by the UN Independent Investigative Mechanism for Myanmar
(“IIMM™). The IIMM has redacted identifying information from these statements in order to
protect the safety of the witnesses. The Gambia will request that the IIMM submit to the Court,
for its in camera review only, unredacted versions of these statements for the purposes of full
disclosure to the Court.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Sincerely,

H.E. Mr. Dawda Jallow
Agent

Attorney General and Minister of Justice
The Republic of The Gambia

Website: moj.gov.gm Email: info@moj.gov.gm
Tel: (+220) 4228450/ (+220) 4228665

2/2
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Letter from the Agent of Myanmar to the Registrar, 24 June 2024
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Union Minister for the Ministry 2 at Office of Chairman of the
State Administration Council
Republic of the Union of Myanmar

No. 001(031 YUM-2/0CSAC
Dated: 24 June 2024

Mr. Philippe Gautier
Registrar

International Court of Justice
Peace Palace

Carnegieplein 2

2517 KJ The Hague

The Netherlands

BY E-MAIL ONLY

Excellency,

With reference to the case concerning Application of the Convention on the Prevention and
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide (The Gambia v. Myanmar), 1 have the honour to place
on record the position of Myanmar with respect to certain matters referred to in the letter of
the Agent of The Gambia dated 23 May 2024, under cover of which the Reply of The Gambia
was filed with the Court.

That letter states that at the time of the filing of 1ts Reply, The Gambia also provided to the
Court, “separately from the Reply and the Annexes”, unredacted copies of witness
declarations that had been included only in redacted form in Volumes I1l and IV of the Reply.
That letter further states that the unredacted versions were provided “under seal ... for the
Court’s in camera review only”, that they should be kept confidential, and that they were
provided “so that the Court will have all of the identifying information that has been redacted
from the Annexes”. This means that the unredacted versions of these annexes, which are said
by the Agent of The Gambia to “form part of the evidentiary basis for the claims made in the
Reply™, are intended to be seen by The Gambia and by the Court, but not by Myanmar.

The position of Myanmar 1s that both the redacted and the unredacted versions of the annexes
in question should be excluded from the case file, and should not be considered by the Court,
for the reasons given in paragraphs 7.11 to 7.47 of the Counter-Memorial of Myanmar.

The letter of the Agent of The Gambia additionally states that The Gambia will, “for the
purposes of full disclosure to the Court”, request the UN Independent Investigative
Mechanism for Myanmar (“IIMM”) to submit to the Court, “for its in camera review only”,
unredacted versions of witness statements taken by the [IMM that are contained in redacted
form in Volume IV of the Reply.

Myanmar notes that there is no provision in the Statute or the Rules of Court under which
evidence in a case could be filed with the Court by a third party, in order for it to be seen by
the Court but not by both parties. That would be fundamentally inconsistent with the essence
of a judicial process. Furthermore, there is in any event no provision in the Statute or the
Rules of Court under which a body such as the IIMM could file documents in a case. The
1IMM is not a “public international organization” within the meaning of Article 69, paragraph
4, of the Rules of Court, and therefore would not be able to furnish the documents in question
under Article 69, paragraph 2.
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Myanmar respectfully takes the position that if documents are sent to the Court directly by the
[IMM for the purposes indicated in the letter of the Agent of The Gambia, the appropriate
course would be for the Registry to return the materials to the IMM on the ground that there
is no provision in the Statute or the Rules of Court under which the documents could be
received by the Court.

If any such documents are not returned to the IIMM, the position of Myanmar 1s that, again
for the reasons given in paragraphs 7.11 to 7.47 of the Counter-Memorial of Myanmar, both
the redacted and the unredacted versions of the annexes in question should be excluded from
the case file, and should not be considered by the Court.

Myanmar reserves the right to develop this position more fully in its Rejoinder.
Accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration,

Yours sincerely,

-
e

Ko Ko Hlaing
Agent
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Letter from the Registrar to the Agent of Myanmar, 24 June 2024
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>
’P!a_a_% INTERNATIONAL COURT
B S

YA ‘}‘ OF JUSTICE

COUR INTERNATIONALE
DE JUSTICE

By email only

162428 24 June 2024

Sir,

With reference to the case concerning Application of the Convention on the Prevention and
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide (The Gambia v. Myanmar), I have the honour to acknowledge
receipt of Your Excellency’s letter (No. 001(031)/UM-2/OCSAC), dated 24 June 2024 and received
in the Registry today, whereby you address certain matters concerning annexes to the Reply of the
Republic of The Gambia.

A copy of this letter has been transmitted to the other Party.

Accept, Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration.

A o~

Philippe Gautier
Registrar

His Excellency

Mr. Ko Ko Hlaing

Agent of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar
before the International Court of Justice

Embassy of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar

Brussels

Belgium

cc: H.E. Dr. Thi Da Oo
Alternate Agent of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar
before the International Court of Justice
Embassy of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar
Brussels
Belgium

Email: mmicjoffice20@gmail.com
soelynnhan@gmail.com
ambassador@embassyofmyanmar.be
mebrussels@embassyofmyanmar.be

Palais de la Paix, Carnegieplein 2

2517 KJ La Haye - Pays-Bas

Téléphone : +31 (0) 70 302 23 23 - Facsimilé : +31 (0) 70 364 99 28
Site Internet : www.icj-cij.org

427

Peace Palace, Carnegieplein 2
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Telephone: +31 (0) 70 302 23 23 - Telefax: +31 (0) 70 364 99 28
Website: www.icj-cij.org
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Letter from the Agent of The Gambia to the Registrar, 1 July 2024
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COUR INTERNATIONALE
DE JUSTICE

INTERNATIONAL COURT
OF JUSTICE

By email only

162454 1 July 2024

Sir,

With reference to the case concerning Application of the Convention on the Prevention and
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide (The Gambia v. Myanmar), 1 have the honour to transmit to
Your Excellency herewith a copy of a letter from HE Mr. Dawda Jallow, Agent of the Republic of
The Gambia, dated 1 July 2024 and received in the Registry today. By his letter, the Agent requests
leave of the President to correct the text of the Reply of The Gambia in two respects.

I further have the honour to inform you that the President, pursuant to Article 52, paragraph 3,
of the Rules of Court, has given leave for the requested corrections to be made to the Reply.

Sel

Jean-Pelé Fomété
Deputy-Registrar

Accept, Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration.

His Excellency

Mr. Ko Ko Hlaing

Agent of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar
before the International Court of Justice

Embassy of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar

Brussels

Belgium

cc: H.E. Dr. Thi Da Oo
Alternate Agent of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar
before the International Court of Justice
Embassy of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar
Brussels
Belgium

Emails: mmicjoffice20@gmail.com
soelynnhan@gmail.com
ambassador(@embassyofmyanmar.be
mebrussels@embassyofmyanmar.be

Palais de la Paix, Carnegieplein 2 Peace Palace, Carnegieplein 2
2517 KJ La Haye - Pays-Bas 2517 KJ The Hague - Netherlands
Téléphone : +31 (0) 70 302 23 23 - Facsimilé : +31 (0) 70 364 99 28 Telephone: +31 (0) 70 302 23 23 - Telefax: +31 (0) 70 364 99 28
Site Internet : www.icj-c1j.org Website: www.icj-cij.org
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THE REPUBLIC OF THE GAMBIA
Attorney General’s Chambers
Ministry of Justice
Marina Parade
Banjul
AG /C/370/01 PART 1 (53) 1 July 2024

Mr. Philippe Gautier
Registrar

International Court of Justice
Peace Palace, Camegieplein 2
2517 KJ The Hague

The Netherlands

DELIVERED BY EMAIL
Excellency,

I have the honour to refer to the case concerning the Application of the Convention on

the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide (The Gambia v. Myanmar).

After additional review of the witness statements annexed to The Gambia’s Reply, The
Gambia has identified that two of the anonymized witness statements taken by the UN
Independent Investigative Mechanism for Myanmar (IIMM) are from witnesses who also had
statements annexed to The Gambia’s Memorial, which were taken by the organization Legal
Action Worldwide (LAW). Specifically, The Gambia has determined that Reply Annex 51 and
Memorial Annex 347 are statements from the same witness from Min Gyi (Tula Toli) taken by
the IIMM and LAW, respectively, on different dates; and that Reply Annex 54 and Memorial
Annex 342 are statements from the same witness from Maung Nu, taken separately by the
IIMM and LAW, respectively, on different dates.

In light of the foregoing, The Gambia hereby clarifies that both quotes in Reply
paragraph 7.60 are from the same witness from Min Gyi (Tula Toli), and that the quote in Reply
paragraph 7.109 is from the same witness from Maung Nu who is quoted in paragraph 7.108.
In the Reply, the Gambia cited these quotes as coming from different witnesses, because that
was its understanding at the time.

Pursuant to Article 52(3) of the Rules of Court, The Gambia requests leave of the
President to correct the text of the Reply in the following manner:
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B The second sentence of paragraph 7.60 should read, “In the words of the same
witness: [block quote]” (rather than “In the words of another witness: [block
quote]”).

B Paragraph 7.109 should read, “The same witness testified: [block quote]” (rather
than “Another witness testified: [block quote]”).

The Gambia appreciates this opportunity to correct the record and regrets any
inconvenience to the Court or the Respondent.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Sincerely,

H.E. Mr. Dawda Jallow

Agent

Attorney General and Minister of Justice
The Republic of The Gambia

Website: moj.gov.gm Email: info@moj.gov.gm
Tel: (+220) 4228450/ (+220) 4228665
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