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32. Measured consumption inequality in Myanmar is 
relatively low in comparison with its regional neigh-
bors (Figure 11). 

 

33. The incidence of poverty varies substantially across 
the different geographic regions of Myanmar. In 

 

34. The poorest areas�the areas with the highest in-
cidence of poverty�are not always where most of 

the poor live and so geographic targeting of the 
poor needs to take account of both poverty rates 
and the share of the poor that live in an area. 

 

35. At 34 percent, the poverty rate for the Yangon re-
gion seems surprisingly high (Figure 14).  

 

36. Although the rate of poverty is high in Yangon, 
the depth and severity of poverty is relatively low. 
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Maungdaw jetty, and the jetty access road. Four rub halls have been constructed for 
warehousing and positioning of stock. These facilities will be in use after the emergency 
response. MRCS Rakhine state warehouse rehabilitation plans were drafted during this time 
phase and the new infrastructure will be developed in 2018. Temporary office and 
warehousing spaces have been set up in Sittwe as a backup to its branches offices all over 
Rakhine. 
 
 
More than 175,000 people have received food rations, and over 89,000 people have been 
assisted with emergency items such as tarpaulins, hygiene kits, oral rehydration salts, etc. 
 

 
Close to 609,000 liters of clean drinking water have been distributed, and thousands have 
benefited from Red Cross support to the health system and mobile clinics. For more than 
13,200 people with access to markets, including temporarily relocated persons, the Red Cross 
delivered unconditional cash grants, in order to support the resumption of their economic 
activity and their reintegration into their home communities. The Red Cross is also looking at 
the medium-term needs of affected communities in Rakhine and has distributed seeds and 
fertilizer to more than 10,000 people ahead of the next harvest. 
 
3. COORDINATION 

The Red Cross Movement response is coordinating internally through a strategic decision-
making body in Yangon, and simultaneously through operational/technical coordination 
mechanisms established in Sittwe and Maungdaw. Authorities are engaged at the national, 
state, district and township levels to ensure that all concerned parties are well informed. 
Coordination with authorities is key to access to affected areas, in order to deliver 
humanitarian assistance in accordance with the Fundamental Principles and other Movement 
policies. 
 
 
It is an essential priority for the Red Cross Movement to consider the point of view of all 
communities, and this is achieved through multiple information and networking channels 
including face-to-face communication, over the phone, and often online. 
 

 
In order to strengthen understanding and acceptance throughout the communities where it is 
operating, and mitigate any concerns by community members, Red Cross teams regularly 
meet with various community and government leaders to convey messages concerning the 
impartial nature of the Movement�s humanitarian work and to listen to their advice and 
concerns 
 
In addition, representatives of the Red Cross have participated in meetings of the 
Humanitarian Country Team to reduce duplication of efforts when international organizations 
re-engage. There are other stakeholders such as the Union Enterprise for Humanitarian 
Assistance, Resettlement and Development in Rakhine, which will become increasingly 
important during the recovery phase. The Red Cross will coordinate with these organizations 
in order to share information and activities, and disseminate the mandate and principles of the 
Red Cross Movement. Relations with Civil Society Organizations are also important to further 
the Red Cross Movement�s access and the safety and security of its operations. 
 
4. EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE 

 
Over the past few months, Red Cross teams conducted rapid assessments in order to 
understand the needs of communities whose economic activity was disrupted during the 
aftermath of the violence and upheaval. Based on these assessments, teams distributed 
rations of food to villages throughout Rakhine in food parcels that included rice, cooking oil, 
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sadawpeas (butter beans), fish cans, a wheat-soya cereal blend, iodized salt and tea. The 
Red Cross provided daily rations to temporarily relocated persons in different areas of Rakhine 
such as Sittwe, Kyauktaw, Minbya, Ponnagyun and others.  
 
 
For nearly 13,200 people who retained access to markets, teams distributed cash grants. 
Cash grants were also distributed to thousands of temporarily relocated persons to support 
the return to their villages of origin, encourage economic activity, and support reintegration 
into their home communities. 
 

 
In a second phase, the Red Cross distributed monthly rations of food in villages without access 
to fields and markets in Maungdaw, Buthidaung and Rathedaung. Daily rations were provided 
to populations in transit to Bangladesh. 
 
To date, nearly 175,000 people have received food assistance. In various locations where the 
agricultural cycle was disrupted but individuals retained the ability to access and work their 
fields, Red Cross teams are providing seeds and fertilizer. These distributions, primarily of 
winter crops, will allow a return to the normal agricultural cycle. Currently over 10,000 persons 
benefit from this assistance. Finally, Red Cross teams distributed essential household items 
to over 89,000 people, in packages that include mosquito nets, blankets, hygiene parcels and 
dignity kits. 
 
5. PROTECTION 
 
During the needs assessment in Maungdaw district, Red Cross teams monitored the 
humanitarian situation of the people affected by the violence. The findings of these 
assessments were shared with the concerned authorities. In addition, the Movement offered 
its tracing services, with a view to restore and maintain links between families separated due 
to the violence. Detention visits were conducted in the main prisons in Rakhine State. 
 
6. WATER, SANITATION, HYGIENE AND SHELTER 

Since the onset of the emergency, Red Cross teams have supported temporarily relocated 
persons with water and sanitation services at various relocation sites in Maungdaw and Sittwe 
Districts. The humanitarian situation also required the Red Cross to provide emergency 
assistance in Ah Ley Tan Kyaw and Pya Na Pyin Gi beaches in Maungdaw Township, where 
people were transiting towards Bangladesh. 
 
The Red Cross regularly delivered clean drinking water through water tanking and the 
distribution of 1 litre bottles, and teams constructed water points and latrines to ensure basic 
health and sanitation measures were available to mitigate the spread of disease and unsafe 
living conditions. 
 
7. EMERGENCY HEALTH 

Red Cross health teams are working directly with the Ministry of Health and Sports (MoHS) to 
assess the existing medical infrastructure, including 26 health facilities and mobile clinics, 
throughout Rakhine State. Drugs and medical equipment were donated to support primary 
and secondary health care structures and mobile clinics. Emergency oral rehydration salts, 
clean delivery kits and first aid kits were distributed to affected populations, and Red Cross 
health teams have been present at distributions. The Red Cross also provided the Ministry of 
Health and Sports with logistical assistance to support the mobility of MoHS mobile teams, 
assisted MoHS in identifying and training Community Health Workers to increase health 
coverage and rebuild the community disease surveillance system. The Red Cross also 
supported MoHS in the Japanese Encephalitis vaccination campaign with transport of 
immunization teams and community awareness. The Red Cross continue support to the MoHS 
for the Emergency Patients Referral System.  
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8. STRENGTHENING THE NATIONAL SOCIETY RESPONSE CAPACITY 
 
MRCS capacity to respond in Rakhine has been strengthened through emergency 
preparedness, infrastructure upgrading, strategic dialogue and communication, trainings, as 
well as financial, logistical and material support.  
 
The Rakhine state branch office was rehabilitated which has enabled more effective delivery 
of services. Five fabricated office containers were installed on the state branch grounds and 
a wiikhall (fabric covered building) purchased with the purpose of relocating stocks during the 
reconstruction of the MRCS warehouse in Sittwe in 2018. The renovation activities have been 
complimented with the purchase of volunteers� safety and security protective equipment items, 
office and IT equipment that will enable 10 branches in Rakhine and headquarters to better 
assist the affected populations.  
 
Another important component of this capacity building was the replenishment and pre-
positioning of disaster preparedness stocks such as hygiene parcels, dignity kits, tarpaulins, 
mosquito nets and other relief items to ensure continuous response to the current and future 
needs. 
 
As many of the volunteers and staff working in the operation are newly recruited, trainings on 
governance, fundamental principles, logistics and warehouse management and 
communications have been conducted to over 200 people, to equip them with the necessary 
knowledge and skills to implement response and recovery activities now and in the future.  
 
9. LOOKING AHEAD IN 2018 
 
We appreciate the trust the Government of Myanmar placed in the Red Cross Movement to 
respond to the crisis in Rakhine State in 2017. We believe that as a Movement, the MRCS�s 
local knowledge, capability, volunteers and staff, the ICRC�s global operational expertise and 
violence-sensitive programming, and the training and capacity-building skills of the IFRC, is a 
powerful combination which was able to deliver in 2017 and can be effective in addressing 
existing and changing humanitarian needs in 2018 and beyond.  
 
As the situation in Rakhine stabilizes, it will remain a sensitive area with significant potential 
for further violence. Thus, although the Red Cross Movement intends to shift its approach in 
2018 towards recovery and long-term development efforts, a solid emergency response 
capacity and violence-sensitive programming will still be needed in case violence re-erupts. 
 
In line with the recommendations of the Rakhine Advisory Commission, the aim of the Red 
Cross Movement is to contribute to the development of Rakhine State, and help build a more 
peaceful co-existence among communities following the recent violence, so people can lead 
healthier, productive and safer lives. 
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Buthidaung Du Pyin Shey Kyein Taung   64 274     

Buthidaung Gu Dar Pyin Gu Dar Pyin   89 445     

Buthidaung Gu Dar Pyin 
Hnet Pyaw 

Chaung 
  19 90     

Buthidaung Gu Dar Pyin 
Kyauk Sar 

Taing 
  70 348     

Buthidaung Gu Dar Pyin 
Tha Yet 
Taung 

  176 1'287     

Buthidaung Inn Chaung 
Ba Da Nar Ku 

Lar 
  15 30     

Buthidaung Inn Chaung 
Inn Chaung 
Daing Net 

  69 345     

Buthidaung Inn Chaung 
Inn Chaung 

Zay 
  5 9     

Buthidaung Inn Chaung 
Zay Teit 
Kaung 

  12 68     

Buthidaung 
Kun Taing (a) 
Zee Pin Taung 

Ah Nauk 184 920 184 920     

Buthidaung 
Kun Taing (a) 
Zee Pin Taung 

Kun Taing 
Ywar Gyi 

314 1'570 314 1'570     

Buthidaung 
Kun Taing (a) 
Zee Pin Taung 

Nan Yar 
Kone 

170 850 170 850     

Buthidaung Kyun Pauk Kyun Pauk   947 4'735     

Buthidaung 
Maung Gyi 

Taung 
Maung Gyi 

Taung 
  112 828     

Buthidaung 
Maung Gyi 

Taung 
Sin Oe Pyin 

(Middle) 
  168 510     

Buthidaung 
Maung Hna Ma 
(a) Pa Oe Thei 

Ma 

Maung Hnit 
Ma 

  39 173     

Buthidaung 
Mee Chaung 

Zay 
Mee Chaung 

Zay 
  203 1'278     

Buthidaung 
Mee Kyaung 

Khaung Swea 

Mee Kyaung 
Khaung 
Swea 

136 680 154 772     

Buthidaung 
Myauk Ye (a) 

Pan Be Chaung 
Kwin Chaung   20 118     

Buthidaung 
Myauk Ye (a) 

Pan Be Chaung 

Pan Be 
Chaung 
Rakhine 

  240 1'054     

Buthidaung Nan Yar Kone 
Nan Yar 

Kone Ywar 
Thit 

  318 2'518     

Buthidaung Nga Hlan Pyin 
Nga Hlan 

Pyin 
  88 420     

Buthidaung 
Nga Yant 

Chaung (a) 
Taung Bazar 

Kyee Hnoke 
Thee 

  100 500     

Buthidaung 
Nga Yant 

Chaung (a) 
Taung Bazar 

Nga Yant 
Chaung 

  23 112     

Buthidaung 
Nga Yant 

Chaung (a) 
Taung Bazar 

Pauk Taw 
Pyin 

  9 89     

Buthidaung 
Nga Yant 

Chaung (a) 
Taung Bazar 

Yin Ma Zay - 
Hindu 

  33 233     

Buthidaung 
Nga Yant 

Chaung (a) 
Taung Bazar 

Yin Ma Zay - 
Muslim 

  23 112     

Buthidaung 
Nga Yant 

Chaung (a) 
Taung Bazar 

Yin Ma Zay - 
Rakhine 
Buddhist 

  76 470     

Buthidaung Pauk Taw Pauk Taw   101 505     

Buthidaung Pauk Taw Shwe Tar   95 480     

Buthidaung Pyaing Taung Taung Maw   209 975     

Buthidaung Pyin Chaung Pyin Chaung 96 480 96 480     

Buthidaung Sein Hnyin Pyar 
Sein Hnyin 
Pyar Zay 

300 1'800 1'311 6'555 175 875   

Buthidaung 
Tha Yet Kin Ma 

Nu 
Tha Yet Kin 

Ma Nu 
  284 1'901     
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Maungdaw 
Ah Lel Than 

Kyaw 
Maw Tu Lar 11 55 11 55     

Maungdaw 
Aung Zay Ya 

(Nyein Chan Yay) 

Aung Zay Ya 
(Nyein Chan 

Yay) 
32 160 33 166     

Maungdaw Chan Pyin Chan Pyin   22 100     

Maungdaw Chan Pyin 
Sa Bai Pin 

Yin 
  60 309     

Maungdaw Du Oe Thei Ma 
Ngwe Taung 

- 4 miles ward 
74 376 74 376     

Maungdaw 
Gaw Du Thar Ra 
(Ywar Thit Kay) 

Gaw Du Thar 
Ra (Sein Pan 

Myaing) 

  47 237     

Maungdaw 
Hpar Wut Chaung 

(Ywar Thit) 

Hpar Wut 
Chaung 

(Ywar Thit) 
104 520 104 520   12 60 

Maungdaw In Tu Lar Baw Tu Lar 110 531 110 531     

Maungdaw Inn Din 
Inn Din 
(Middle) 

  75 337     

Maungdaw Inn Din 
Inn Din 

(Middle) - 
Monastery 

3 15       

Maungdaw Inn Din 
Pae Youne 
(NaTaLa) 

188 940 188 940     

Maungdaw 
Ka Nyin Tan (a) 
Alel Than Kyaw 

Ka Nyin Tan 
Ka Nyin Tan   26 250     

Maungdaw 
Ka Nyin Tan (a) 
Myo Ma Ka Nyin 

Tan 
Maung Ni   500 2'500     

Maungdaw 
Ka Nyin Tan (a) 
Myo Ma Ka Nyin 

Tan 
(blank)   100 500   10 48 

Maungdaw Ka Nyin Taw Ka Nyin Taw   500 3'534     

Maungdaw Kat Pa Kaung Kat Pa Kaung 24 80 24 120     

Maungdaw Kha Maung Seik 
Ah Shey Kha 
Maung Seik 

  165 550     

Maungdaw Kha Maung Seik 
Min Kha 
Maung 

(NaTaLa) 
102 510 102 510     

Maungdaw Kyauk Chaung 
Kyauk 

Chaung Ywar 
Thit 

  30 100     

Maungdaw Kyauk Hlay Kar 
Kyauk Hlay 

Kar 
  268 1'828     

Maungdaw Kyauk Hlay Kar 
Thea Chaung 

Pyu Su 
337 2'039 337 2'039     

Maungdaw Kyauk Pan Du 
Kyauk Pan 

Du 
  77 319     

Maungdaw Kyauk Pan Du 
Kyauk Pan 

Du (NaTaLa) 
78 390 78 390     

Maungdaw Kyee Kan Pyin 
Aung Thar 

Yar (NaTaLa) 
103 515 113 515     

Maungdaw Kyee Kan Pyin 
Aung Zay Ya 

(Su See) 
63 315 66 315     

Maungdaw Kyee Kan Pyin 
Kyee Kan 

Pyin (Middle) 
25 200 25 200 0 0 10 48 

Maungdaw Kyee Kan Pyin 
Kyee Kan 

Pyin (South) 
31 229 40 229     

Maungdaw Kyein Chaung 
Kyein 

Chaung 
11 55 11 55     

Maungdaw Kyet Yoe Pyin 
Kyet Yoe 
Pyin (Ywa 

Ma) 
185 759 300 893     

Maungdaw Laung Don Gyit Chaung 79 525 79 525 0 0   

Maungdaw Leik Ya 
Leik Ya 
(Middle) 

22 113 50 150     

Maungdaw Maung Hna Ma 
Aung 

Mingalar 
(NaTaLa) 

  103 580     

Maungdaw Maungdaw town 
3 Ward 
primary 
school 

143 928       

Maungdaw Maungdaw town 
Alo Taw Pyae 

Monastery 
25 125       
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Maungdaw Maungdaw town Ay Thar Liah   111 800     

Maungdaw Maungdaw town B.E.H.S No1   160 1'605     

Maungdaw Maungdaw town 
High school 

nb1 
151 945   149 840 208 1'040 

Maungdaw Maungdaw town 
Maungdaw 

town (East) - 
Ywa Thit Kay 

  150 1'214     

Maungdaw Maungdaw town 

Maungdaw 
town (Middle) 

- Ywa Thit 
Kay 

  180 1'633     

Maungdaw Maungdaw town 
Maungdaw 

town (West) - 
Ywa Thit Kay 

  150 1'334     

Maungdaw Maungdaw town 
Middle school 

BRC4 
65 348     24 120 

Maungdaw Maungdaw town 
Myin Gyi 

Monastery 
67 335 73 365     

Maungdaw Maungdaw town 
Myoma 

monastery 
93 500   56 280 88 440 

Maungdaw Maungdaw town 
Myoma North 

ward 3 - 
Muslim 

61 305 61 305     

Maungdaw Maungdaw town 
Myoma North 

ward 3 - 
Rakhine 

119 595 119 595     

Maungdaw Maungdaw town 
Na Ta La not 
in the MIMU 

29 145       

Maungdaw Maungdaw town 
Primary 

school nb2 - 
BEPS2 

60 300   10 50 48 240 

Maungdaw Maungdaw town 
Primary 

school nb4 - 
BEPS4 

      24 120 

Maungdaw Maungdaw town 
Thar Thar Na 

Beik Man 
174 424   0 0 40 200 

Maungdaw Maungdaw town 
Yan Aung 

Pyin 
monastery 

75 375 75 375     

Maungdaw Mee Taik Mee Taik 132 770 132 770     

Maungdaw 
Min Gyi (Tu Lar 

Tu Li) 
Min Gyi (Tu 
Lar Tu Li) 

73 352 78 387     

Maungdaw 
Min Gyi (Tu Lar 

Tu Li) 
Tarine   97 450     

Maungdaw Myaw Taung Myaw Taung 75 500 75 500     

Maungdaw Myo Thit Myo Thit 24 40 24 65     

Maungdaw Myo Thu Gyi 
3 miles - 

Cashewnut 
garden 

    54 179   

Maungdaw Myo Thu Gyi 
3 miles - 

Monastery 
38 191 25 125 44 178   

Maungdaw Myo Thu Gyi 
4 Miles - 

checkpoint 
31 157       

Maungdaw Myo Thu Gyi 
4 miles - 

monastery 
44 178     208 1'040 

Maungdaw Myo Thu Gyi 
4 miles - 
school 

139 576   63 315 56 280 

Maungdaw Myo Thu Gyi 
Myo Thu Gyi 
(Yar Zar Bi) 

139 695       

Maungdaw Myo U 
Auk (Let 

Thar) 
  250 1'317     

Maungdaw Myo U Bar Su Ba   128 864     

Maungdaw Myo U 
Haw Ri Tu 

Lar 
  110 797     

Maungdaw Myo U 
Let Thar 
(Lower) 

  120 600     

Maungdaw Myo U 
Sar Kon Boke 

(Gunner 
Para) 

  180 900     

Maungdaw Myo U 
Sar Kon Boke 
(Hindu Para) 

  12 30     

Maungdaw Myo U Zin Tu Lar   150 1'120     

Maungdaw Myo U Zu La   184 1'205     
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Maungdaw Nan Yar Kaing 
Nan Yar 
Kaing 

108 677 108 677     

Maungdaw Nga Khu Ya 
Nga Khu Ya - 

Hindu 
  130 833     

Maungdaw Nga Khu Ya 
Nga Khu Ya - 

Rakhine 
269 1'449 59 115     

Maungdaw Nga Khu Ya 
Nyar Khu Ya 

(Muslim) 
  154 800     

Maungdaw Ngan Chaung Gone Nar 135 570 135 570     

Maungdaw Ngan Chaung Ngan Chaung   150 750     

Maungdaw Nwar Yon Taung 
Yae Myet 

Taung 
35 55 35 55     

Maungdaw Nyaung Chaung 
Nyaung 
Chaung 

120 600 144 600   5 24 

Maungdaw Nyaung Chaung 
Shwe Yin Aye 

(NaTaLa) 
89 445 89 445     

Maungdaw Pa Din Ka Nyin Tan   36 180     

Maungdaw Pa Din Pa Din       10 48 

Maungdaw Pan Taw Pyin 
Pan Taw Pyin 

Ywar Thit 
323 1'615 370 1'850   5 24 

Maungdaw Paung Zar Pyin Hpyu   563 3'595     

Maungdaw 
Pyu Ma Ka Nyin 

Tan 
Auk Pyue Ma 

(Rakhine) 
  29 125     

Maungdaw 
Shwe Zar Kat Pa 

Kaung 
Aung Ba La   112 560     

Maungdaw 
Shwe Zar Kat Pa 

Kaung 
Gaung Nyar   75 467     

Maungdaw 
Shwe Zar Kat Pa 

Kaung 
Gone Nar   345 1'780     

Maungdaw 
Shwe Zar Kat Pa 

Kaung 
Ka Nyin 
Chaung 

  3 15     

Maungdaw 
Shwe Zar Kat Pa 

Kaung 
Kan Beit   199 1'393     

Maungdaw 
Shwe Zar Kat Pa 

Kaung 
Kan Paing 

Nar 
  80 486     

Maungdaw 
Shwe Zar Kat Pa 

Kaung 
Shwe Zar 
(Middle) 

  132 680     

Maungdaw 
Shwe Zar Kat Pa 

Kaung 
Shwe Zar 

(North) 
  134 675     

Maungdaw 
Shwe Zar Kat Pa 

Kaung 
Shwe Zar 

(West) 
  128 640   10 48 

Maungdaw 
Shwe Zar Kat Pa 

Kaung 
Shwe Zar Kat 

Pa Kaung 
  241 1'811     

Maungdaw 
Shwe Zar Kat Pa 

Kaung 
Zay Di Pyin   223 1'340     

Maungdaw Ta Man Thar 
Min Ga lar 

Nyut 
67 153 67 153     

Maungdaw Ta Man Thar 
Ta Man Thar 

(Muslim) 
58 88 58 88   12 30 

Maungdaw 

Taung Pyo Let 
Yar 

(Taungpyoletwea 
Sub-township) 

Taung Pyo 
Let Yar - 

Monastery 
27 135   28 140   

Maungdaw Tha Yet Oke 
Min Ga Lar 
Ahr Sheik 

Kyar 
382 3'698 382 3'698     

Maungdaw Tha Yet Oke Tha Yet Oke 13 35 13 35     

Maungdaw Thea Chaung 
Thea Chaung 

Maw La Bi 
  6 30     

Maungdaw Thea Chaung 
Thin Baw Hla 

(Muslim) 
  145 725     

Maungdaw Thea Chaung (blank)   19 95     

Maungdaw Thi Ho Kyun 
Har Bi 

(Middle) 
315 2'498 389 2'498     

Maungdaw Thu U Lar 
Thu U Lar - 

Muslim 
100 850 100 850     

Maungdaw Thu U Lar 
Thu U Lar - 

Rakhine 
18 50 18 50     

Maungdaw U Daung 
U Daung 

(Kone Tan) 
80 363 87 363     

Maungdaw U Shey Kya U Shey Kya   451 1'827     
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ANNEX 5: MITIGATION OF OPERATIONAL CHALLENGES 

Access to all affected areas and the acceptance of the Movement within Rakhine communities 
were the main two key challenges during the initial stage of the operation.  

Regarding access, despite distance, accessibility and road conditions, the growing number of 
the Movement teams operating on the ground were gradually able to reach affected areas and 
the people in need. The Movement used various means of transportation (trucks, cars, boats 
and cargo ships, and a helicopter) and teams often walk great distances to meet affected 
communities, assess emergency needs and deliver assistance.  

Regarding Movement acceptance, the teams carried out networking activities to convey 
messages concerning the impartial nature of the Movement�s humanitarian work, and develop 
strategies to enhance community engagement.  Means to rapidly mitigate media bias and 
concerns about our work were also established, carried out in person, over the phone, and 
often online. Movement teams worked tirelessly to ensure acceptance throughout the 
communities and villages where we work.  

Operating in coordination with the authorities, the Red Cross Movement activities were 
regularly notified to the Union and Rakhine State authorities in Rakhine. Standard Operating 
Procedures were shared with the government. A simplified logistics procedure, as agreed with 
the government, facilitated the Movement response to expand the operations in line with 
humanitarian needs.  A more flexible notification of staff movement was also agreed, while the 
Movement continues to improve coordination and planning of the emergency response. 
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International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, Red Cross 
Movement, Rakhine Operational Response, January 2018 (extract) 
 
 
 
 
 
Available at: 

 

https://www.icrc.org/sites/default/files/wysiwyg/Worldwide/asia/Myanmar/rakhi
ne_operational_response_public_version_en_low_res.pdf 
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Following the violence that broke out on 25 August 2017, upon 
the request of the Union Government, the Red Cross Movement � 
comprised of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), 
the Myanmar Red Cross Society (MRCS) and the International 
Federation of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) � 
has been providing humanitarian assistance in Maungdaw and 
Sittwe districts.

An emergency appeal of 17 million Swiss francs was made to enable the Red Cross Movement to 

deliver assistance and provide protection and support to 36,000 families (180,000 people) in Rakhine. 

The assistance is being delivered over a period of 3.5 months, with a focus on the following sectors: 

food, health, shelter (and non-food relief items), water, sanitation and hygiene promotion, food 

security and livelihoods, and protection.

Throughout Rakhine, as everywhere in the world, the Red Cross is responding in accordance with 

its Fundamental Principles of neutrality, impartiality and independence. This means the Red Cross 

based on needs. The Red Cross maintains regular contact and operates in full transparency with the 

Government of Myanmar.

Teams operating in Rakhine have used trucks, cars, boats, a helicopter and cargo ships to deliver aid. 

deliver assistance. In order to transport essential supplies, and establish a logistical supply chain to 

reach populations, the Red Cross upgraded the Maungdaw jetty, and the jetty access road. Four rub 

halls are currently being constructed for ware-

housing and positioning of stock. These facilities 

will be in use after the emergency response.

Close to 500,000 liters of clean drinking water 

have been distributed, and thousands have bene-
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markets, the Red Cross delivered unconditional cash grants, assisting more than 15,000 people, 

including temporary relocated persons, in order to support their return to places of origin. The Red 

distribution of seeds and fertilizer to more than 3,000 people ahead of the next harvest.  

The Red Cross Movement response is coordinating internally through a strategic decision-making 

body in Yangon, and simultaneously through operational/technical coordination mechanisms 

established in Sittwe and Maungdaw. Authorities are engaged at the national, state, district and 

township levels to ensure that all concerned parties are well informed. Coordination with authori-

the Fundamental Principles and other Movement policies.

In order to strengthen understanding and acceptance throughout the communities where it is 

operating, and mitigate any concerns by community members, Red Cross teams regularly meet 

with various interlocutors to convey messages concerning the impartial nature of the Movement�s 

humanitarian work.

In addition, representatives of the Red Cross have participated in meetings of the Humanitarian 

are other stakeholders such as the Union Enterprise for Humanitarian Assistance, Resettlement and 

Development in Rakhine, which will become increasingly important during the recovery phase. The 

Red Cross will coordinate with these organizations in order to share information and activities, and 

disseminate the mandate and principles of the Red Cross Movement. Relations with Civil Society 

Organizations are also important to further the Red Cross Movement�s access and the safety and 

security related to its operations.

It is a priority for the Red Cross Movement to consider the point of view of 
all communities, and this is achieved through multiple information channels 
including face-to-face communication, over the phone, and often online. It is 
an essential part of the Red Cross operations for the immediate and long-term.
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Over the past few months, Red Cross teams conducted rapid assessments in order to understand the 

needs of communities whose economic activity was disrupted during the aftermath of the violence 

and upheaval. Based on these assessments, teams distributed rations of food to villages throughout 

cans, a wheat-soya cereal blend, iodized salt and tea. The Red Cross started providing daily rations 

Ponnagyun and others. 

In a second phase, the Red Cross distributed monthly rations of food in villages without access to 

-

lations in transit to Bangladesh.

To date, nearly 155,000 people have received food assistance. In various locations where the agri-

Cross teams are providing seeds and fertilizer. These distributions, primarily of winter crops, will 

assistance. Finally, Red Cross teams distributed essential household items to over 40,000 people, in 

packages that include mosquito nets, blankets, hygiene parcels and dignity kits.

Since the onset of the emergency, Red Cross teams supported temporarily relocated persons with 

water and sanitation services at various relocation sites in Maungdaw and Sittwe Districts. The 

Pya Na Pyin Gi beaches in Maungdaw Township, where people where transiting towards Bangladesh.

The Red Cross regularly delivered clean drinking water through water tanking and the distribution 

of 1 litre bottles, and teams constructed water points and latrines to ensure basic health and sanita-

tion measures were available to mitigate the spread of disease and unsafe living conditions.

For people who retained access to markets, 

teams distributed instead cash grants to 

nearly 15,000 individuals. Cash grants were 

also distributed to thousands of temporarily 

relocated persons to support their return 

to villages of origin, encouraging economic 

activity, and supporting reintegration into 

their home communities.
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Kofi Annan Foundation, Advisory Commission on Rakhine State: Lessons 
Learned (June 2018) (extract) 
 
 
 
 
 
Available at: 

 

https://www.kofiannanfoundation.org/wp-
content/uploads/2018/06/180530_Rakine_Lessons-Learned_final.pdf  
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International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, Red Cross 
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Available at: 

 

https://www.icrc.org/sites/default/files/wysiwyg/Worldwide/asia/Myanmar/rakhi
ne_operational_response_public_version_en_low_res.pdf 
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World Bank Group, Statement, �The World Bank and Myanmar�s Rakhine 
State�, 12 June 2019 
 
 
 
 
 
Available at: 

 

https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/statement/2019/06/12/the-world-bank-and-
myanmars-rakhine-state  
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D. Coyle et al., �Clan, Community, Nation: Belonging Among Rohingya Living 
in Makeshift Camps�, (Bangladesh International Organization for Migration, 
2020) (extract) 
 
 
 
 
 
Available at: 

 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/338645066_CLAN_COMMUNITY_
NATION_Belonging_among_Rohingya_living_in_makeshift_camps 
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Fortify Rights, �The Torture In My Mind�: The Right to Mental Health for 
Rohingya Survivors of Genocide in Myanmar and Bangladesh (December 2020) 
(extract) 
 
 
 
 
 
Available at: 

 

https://www.fortifyrights.org/downloads/The%20Torture%20in%20My%20Min
d%20-%20Fortify%20Rights%20-%20December-10-2020.pdf 
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Summary

*  *  *

approximately 600,000 in Rakhine State and approximately one million living as 
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Justice Rapid Response and Legal Action Worldwide, Press Release, �Paths to 
Justice: The international pursuit of justice for the Rohingya�, 25 May 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
Available at: 

 

https://reliefweb.int/attachments/28f07b49-0955-3547-b884-
1582e48ee1dd/EMBARGOED%20PR%20Paths%20to%20Justice%20250521.
pdf  
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Legal Action Worldwide, �ICC Victim Submission for Rohingya clients 
following NUG Declaration�, 25 August 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
Available at: 

 

https://legalactionworldwide.org/where-we-work/rohingya-crisis/law-icc-
victim-submission-for-rohingya-clients-following-nug-declaration/ 
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Available at: 
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F. D�Alessandra et al., �Anchoring Accountability for Mass Atrocities� (Oxford 
Institute for Law, Ethics and Armed Conflict, 2022) (extract) 
 
 
 
 
 
Available at: 

 

https://www.elac.ox.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Oxford-ELAC-
Anchoring-Accountability-for-Mass-Atrocities.pdf 
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ISEAS Perspective: �A Background to the Security Crisis in Northern 
Rakhine�, 23 October 2023, Issue 2017, No. 79, Yusof Ishak Institution (extract) 
 
 
 
 
 
Available at: 

 

https://www.iseas.edu.sg/wp-
content/uploads/pdfs/ISEAS_Perspective_2017_79.pdf 
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International Crisis Group, Breaking Away: The Battle for Myanmar�s Rakhine 
State, Crisis Group Asia Report No. 339, 27 August 2024 (extract) 
 
 
 
 
 
Available at: 

 

https://www.crisisgroup.org/sites/default/files/2024-08/339-battle-rakhine-
state_0.pdf 
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ists.87 The Arakan Army is far from alone in believing that RSO has official backing; 
many Rohingya refugees and analysts share this view.88 Formed in the early 1980s, 
RSO had been defunct as an armed group for at least two decades until it re-emerged 
in late 2022 and began challenging ARSA for control of the camps. ARSA had estab-
lished a firm grip on the camps shortly after they were set up in 2017. For years, and 
despite much evidence to the contrary, Dhaka insisted that ARSA was not active in 
Bangladesh. After the group assassinated a prominent Rohingya leader, Mohib Ullah, 
in September 2021, it acknowledged ARSA�s involvement in the attack and began 
arresting the group�s members. This crackdown ramped up after ARSA killed a Bang-
ladeshi military officer in November 2022.89  

Conflict between the two groups, RSO and ARSA, escalated in 2023, leading to a 
sharp rise in violence and crime in the camps. By early 2024, RSO had secured con-
trol of most of the 33 camps. Many ARSA members simply switched their allegiance. 
Their continued predatory behaviour was making RSO increasingly unpopular even 
before its forced recruitment campaigns. When Crisis Group interviewed Rohingya in 
Cox�s Bazar in mid-2023, some expressed optimism that RSO would be an improve-
ment on ARSA; today, it is rare to hear such sentiments among refugees. 

To back their claims that Bangladesh is supporting RSO, both refugees and Arakan 
Army officials point to the fact that law enforcement agencies did not attempt to stop 
the group from recruiting in the camps, particularly at the peak of the forced recruit-
ment in May. Given the presence of the Armed Police Battalion and National Security 
Intelligence within the camps, it seems implausible that large public meetings organ-
ised by the group took place without these forces� knowledge.90 Armed Police Battalion 
officers appear to have attended at least one such meeting.91 When lawmaker and 
former foreign minister Abdul Momen held a meeting in the camps in May, the head 
of RSO�s political wing, Ko Ko Linn, sat in the front row of the audience, directly in 
front of him.92 The fact that armed groups have been able to move refugees across 
the border also suggests a level of collusion with local authorities, critics argue.93 

Despite rapidly shifting developments in Rakhine State, the official position of 
Hasina�s government toward Myanmar did not change. Even though the military was 
no longer in control of most of Rakhine State, Bangladesh�s foreign ministry contin-

 
 
87 Crisis Group notes of Arakan Army press conference. 
88 See Crisis Group Report, Crisis Mounts for Rohingya Refugees, op. cit.; and �Competing Armed 
Groups Pose New Threat to Rohingya in Bangladesh�, International Institute for Strategic Studies, 
11 December 2023.  
89 Crisis Group Report, Crisis Mounts for Rohingya Refugees, op. cit. 
90 Since a mass rally in the camps in August 2019 to mark the second anniversary of the Rohingya 
expulsion from Rakhine, Bangladeshi officials have placed tighter controls on public gatherings. At 
the same time as these meetings were taking place, 32 young Rohingya were detained for holding a 
seminar without permission. See �32 Rohingyas detained for holding seminar without permission 
in Cox�s Bazar�, The Business Standard, 17 May 2024. 
91 Crisis Group interview, Rohingya refugee, May 2024. 
92 Tweet by Shafiur Rahman, @shafiur, journalist, 7:07pm, 12 May 2024. Momen was foreign min-
ister from January 2019 to January 2024. As a parliamentarian for the ruling Awami League until 
the fall of Hasina�s regime in August, he chaired the parliamentary standing committee on foreign 
affairs. 
93 Crisis Group interview, humanitarian agency official, May 2024. 
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Australia, International Criminal Court (Consequential Amendments) Act 2002, 
No. 42, 2002 (extract) 
 
 
 
 
 
Available at: 
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France, Loi no 92-684 du 22 juillet 1992 portant réforme des dispositions du 
code pénal relatives à la répression des crimes et délits contre les personnes, 
Journal officiel de la République française n° 169 du 23 juillet 1992, NOR : 
JUSX8900010L (Law No. 92-684 of 22 July 1992 reforming the provisions of 
the Criminal Code relating to the punishment of crimes and offences against 
persons, Official Journal of the Frech Republic No. 169 of 23 July 1992) 
(extract) 
 
 
 
 
 
Available at: 

 

https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/jorf/id/JORFTEXT000000540288 
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Germany, Grundgesetz (Basic Law), Article 44 (4) 
 
 
 
 
 
Available at: 

 

https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/englisch_gg/englisch_gg.html 
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Sierra Leone, The Citizenship Act of 1973 (with amendments) 
 
 
 
 
 
Available at: 

 

https://www.refworld.org/legal/legislation/natlegbod/2017/en/20479 
 
https://www.parliament.gov.sl/uploads/bill_files/The%20Citizenship%20(Amen
dt)%20Act,%202017.pdf 
 
https://www.sierra-leone.org/Laws/2006-11.pdf 
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Annex 177 
 
 
 
 
United Kingdom, British Nationality and Status of Aliens Act 1922, section 1, 
amending the British Nationality and Status of Aliens Act 1914, section 1 
 (extract) 
 
 
 
 
 
Available at: 

 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1922/44/pdfs/ukpga_19220044_en.pdf 
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Annex 178 
 
 
 
 
United Kingdom, Burma Independence Act 1947 (extract) 
 
 
 
 
 
Available at: 

 

https://digitalrepository.trincoll.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1277&context=
eastbooks 
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Annex 179 
 
 
 
 
United Kingdom, International Criminal Court Act 2001 (extract) 
 
 
 
 
 
Available at: 

 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2001/17/contents 
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United Kingdom, Scotland, International Criminal Court (Scotland) Act 2001 
(extract) 
 
 
 
 
 
Available at: 

 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2001/13/contents 
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Annex 181 
 
 
 
 
United States of America, 18 U.S. Code § 1091 (genocide) 
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Annex 182 
 
 
 
 
Joint statement of Canada and the Kingdom of the Netherlands regarding 
intention to intervene in The Gambia v. Myanmar case at the International Court 
of Justice, Diplomatic statement, 2 September 2020 
 
 
 
 
 
Available at: 

 

https://www.government.nl/documents/diplomatic-statements/2020/09/02/joint-
statement-of-canada-and-the-kingdom-of-the-netherlands-regarding-intention-
to-intervene-in-the-gambia-v.-myanmar-case-at-the-international-court-of-
justice  
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Annex 183 
 
 
 
 
Germany, Die Beauftragte der Bundesregierung für Aussiedlerfragen und 
nationale Minderheiten (Federal Government Commissioner for Matters 
Related to Ethnic German Resettlers and National Minorities), �Dänische 
Minderheit� (�Danish Minority�) 
 
 
 
 
 
Available at: 

 

https://www.aussiedlerbeauftragte.de/Webs/AUSB/DE/themen/minderheiten-
sprachgruppen/daenische-minderheit/daenische-
minderheit.html;jsessionid=27CDFBDF87240C91F032033FA91D0D31.live892 
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Report on Illegal igration into Assam, Submitted to the President of India 
by the Governor of Assam, 8 November 1998
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Annex 185 
 
 
 
 
Romania, Institutul Na ional de Statistic  (National Statistical Institute), Press 
Release, First provisional data for the 2021 round of the Population and 
Housing Census 
 
 
 
 
 
Available at: 

 

https://www.recensamantromania.ro/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/Date-
provizorii-RPL_cu-anexe_30122022.pdf 
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National Statistical Institute

www.insse.ro

Office of the President
B-dul. Libert ii 16, Bucure ti, 
Sector 5, postal code 05070

Phone: 021.317.77.84;
Fax: 021.318.18.51
e-mail: romstat@insse.ro

Press release

First provisional data for the 2021 round of the Population and 

Housing Census

The first provisional data from the Round 2021 Census of Population and Housing (RPL2021) round 2021 

(RPL2021) presented at the end of 2022, according to the dissemination timetable, are:

- Romania's resident population = 19.053,8 thousand persons (19.053.815 persons), of which:

� 9.808,3 thousand (representing 51,5%) female and

� 9,941.2 thousand (52.2%) in urban areas.

Figure 1 Age pyramid
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National Statistical Institute

www.insse.ro

Office of the President
B-dul. Libert ii 16, Bucure ti, 
Sector 5, postal code 05070

Phone: 021.317.77.84;
Fax: 021.318.18.51
e-mail: romstat@insse.ro

4. RESIDENT POPULATION BY SEX, BY ETHNICITY, 

ON DECEMBER 1, 2021 - PRELIMINARY RESULTS

S E X E

ETNIA

RESIDENT 
POPULATION

TOTAL
Male Female

A 1 2 3

ROMANIA 19053815 9245544 9808271

Romanians 14801442 7159309 7642133

Hungarians 1002151 480563 521588

Roma 569477 290760 278717

Ukrainians 45835 23033 22802

Germans 22907 11421 11486

Turci 20945 11315 9630

Russians-Lipovans 19394 9091 10303

Tatars 18156 8630 9526

Serbs 12026 5928 6098

Slovaks 10232 4890 5342

Bulgari 5975 2919 3056

Croatians 4842 2377 2465

Greeks 2086 1250 836

Italians 4039 3362 677

Jewish 2378 1358 1020

Cehi 1576 767 809

Poles 2137 1021 1116

Ruteni 834 421 413

Armenians 1213 592 621

Albanian 645 402 243

Macedonians 1089 536 553

Other ethnicity 19510 12877 6633

Information not available 2484926 1212722 1272204

Source: NSI, Population and Housing Census, 2022
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Annex 186 
 
 
 
 
Sierra Leone, Immigration Department, Policy Guidance on Sierra Leone 
Citizenship Laws (accessed from the website of the Sierra Leone Immigration 
Department (accessed on 15 November 2024) 
 
 
 
 
 
Available at: 

 

https://slid.gov.sl/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Policy-Guidance-on-
Nationality.pdf  
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Annex 187 
 
 
 
 
United Kingdom, Ministry of Defence, Service Police Legacy Investigations, 8 
August 2017, last updated 19 October 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
Available at: 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/service-police-legacy-investigations  
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Myanmar Alinn Daily Newspaper, �Mayu District as an Ethnic Minority Group 
in the Union�, 8 July 1961 
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Annex 189 
 
 
 
 
�Burma Radio�, Myanma Alinn, 1 March 1962, and �Burma Radio,� Myanma 
Alinn, 2 June 1962 (extract) 
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Broadcasting Programme for �Frontier Areas�  
(Nal Char Daetha Lumyosu)  

 
Source: �Burma Radio,� Myanma Alinn, 1 March 1962, p.14.  

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
Burma Radio 
It is broadcast on wavelength 31 metres, 
49 metres and 314 metres. 
1st March Thursday 
Morning  
7:30 Opening- Auspicious Golden Gong 
7:35 The News 
7:50 Market Data 
8:00 Songs  
8:20 The News in Karen Language 
8:30 The End. 
 
Afternoon (11:00 � 1:30) 
11:00 Birthday Wishes  
11:30 Magazine Reading Volume 16, 

Issue 12 
12:00 Hsu (Thu Khu Ma Aung Than 

Band) 
12:05 Today Newspaper 
12:20 Requested Gramophone Songs  
1:00 The News 
1:15 Advertisements of the Government 
1:20 Oldies in Gramophone 
1:30 The End. 
 
Evening (5:30 � 9:30) 
5:30  Radio Anyeint 
6:10  Programme for Minority in 

Frontier Areas 
6:30  The News in Mon Language 
6:40 Shan Language Programme 
7:00   Market Data 
7:10  Gramophone Songs 
7:20  Shwe Maung Than 
7:30  The Story Time 
7:45  The News 
8:      Burmese Classic Songs (Ko Soe 

Orchestra) 
8:43 Programme for Tomorrow 
8:45 The End of the Programme 
 
Second Session 
6:30 Announcing the Agenda and the 

opening with the song �Eight 
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Triumphs of Buddha� (Ko Thet 
Oo) 

6:35 International News 
6:45 Modern Music � Pianist Aung Gyi 

Orchestra 
7:30 Chin Language Programme 
7:40 Songs on Gramophone 
7:45 Local News 
8:00 Entertainment for the soldiers from 

the frontlines 
8:30 World of Entertainment 
9:00 International News 
9:10 OST songs of the Movie �Guests� 
9:28 Programme for Tomorrow 
9:30 The End 
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Source: �Burma Radio,� Myanma 
Alinn, 2 June 1962, p.18.  
 
It is broadcast on wavelength 31 meters, 49 
meters and 314 meters. 
2nd June Saturday  
Morning  
7:15 Gramophone Songs 
7: 30 The News 
7: 40  Market Data 
7: 50  Requested Gramophone Songs  
8: 20  The News in the Karen Language 
8: 30  The End 
 
Afternoon 
11:  Birthday Wishes 
11: 30  Today news 
11: 40  Modern songs 
12: 10  Requested Gramophone Songs 
12: 30  The Experience in One�s 

Perspective 
12: 40  Favourite songs on Gramophone 
1:  The News and the Governments� 

Advertisements 
1: 15  Gramophone Songs 
1: 30  The End  
 
Evening 
5: 30  Winning numbers of the State 

Lottery �Aung Bar Lay� (from 
wavelength 62 metres) 

5: 30  Programme for Minority in Frontier 
Areas (Rohingya) 

5: 40 The News in Mon Language 
5: 50 The News in Kachin Language 
6:  The News in Kayin Language 
6: 10  The News in Shan Language 
6:20 Market Data 
6:30 Amateur Orchestra of Survey 

Department 
7:15 Songs of Luck 
7:30 International Songs 
7:45 The News 
8:00 Shwe Mann Yu Waddy Myint 

Myint Anyeint 
8:43 Tomorrow Programme 
8:45 The End 
Second Session 
Evening 
6:00 Rural Development Programme 

6:30 The Programme of National 
Commerce and Local Products 

7:30 Oldies Songs 
7:45 Local News 
8:00 Orchestras of Tatmadaw and 

Departments of the Government 
8:30 The News within a week 
9:00 International News 
9:15 Modern Songs 
9:30 The End. 
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Myo Myat Myat Myint Maung 

POEM:

The Goal is close

Ko Moe
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spoken in the areas of Cox's Bazar
where the camps are located. Signs
and posters around the camps are
often in English, Bangla, and
Burmese.

With such a cornucopia of languages,
the camps are a complex linguistic
environment to navigate. �This crisis
is one of the most linguistically
challenging that I've ever worked in,�
says Irene Scott, programme director
for Translators without Borders
(TWB).

One advantage, however, was that the
Rohingya and locals in Cox's Bazar
can largely understand each other's
languages. To the extent that
Chittagonian-speaking locals were
hired in droves as interpreters for aid
agencies, humanitarian
organisations, and journalists
working in the camps. These local
interpreters were e ectively rst
responders, the rst to communicate
with the hundreds of thousands of
refugees who had ed their homes
across the border.

The two languages share noticeable
similarities; however, these are
wrongly con ated. A key nding of a
study in November last year by
Internews, an international non-
pro t working to improve access to
news and information, was that
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percent of the Rohingya refugees
surveyed were unable to
communicate with aid workers.

While the Rohingya language and
Chittagonian dialect sound quite
alike, both sets of speakers agree that
it is not percent similar. �The
main di erence is that the
vocabularies di er,� says AK Rahim,
sociolinguistic researcher for TWB
and a native Chittagonian speaker.
For example, he says, Rohingya
incorporates Burmese and Rakhine
words while Chittagonian includes
many standard Bangla terms.

According to a TWB language
assessment last year, Rohingya
speakers estimated that there was a

percent similarity between
Chittagonian and Rohingya. It also
noted that on the other hand,
Chittagonian speakers estimated a
percent similarity between the Cox's
Bazar dialect of Chittagonian and
Rohingya.

Similarities increase with
geographical proximity. �The dialect
spoken in southern Chittagong, such
as in Teknaf, and townships in
northern Rakhine are very similar,�
says Rahim. Conversely, Chittagonian
further north such as in Chittagong
city and Rohingya spoken further
down in Rakhine towards Sittwe, are
�almost di erent languages because
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they are so geographically far apart�.
For example, the local dialect spoken
in the Maungdaw area of Rakhine is
particularly close to Chittagonian,
while that spoken in Buthidaung,
further inland, is slightly di erent.

From Pahartali in Chittagong city,
Bhuiyan Mahmood worked until very
recently as a communications o cer
for the World Food Programme
(WFP). When she initially went to the
camps, Mahmood expected that
Rohingya was quite similar to her
native Chittagonian. �But the words
they use are quite di erent. So is the
accent and how they phrase their
words. Often, they [the refugees]
would not understand what I'm
saying simply because of the way I
was speaking,� she says.

Mahmood says she didn't understand
many words when she initially began
interpreting and conducting
interviews. �In my rst few days
working in the camps, I somehow got
by. But then, I soon understood the
areas in which there were gaps in
understanding.�

Take the word for diarrhoea for
example, which Mahmood says she
would hear quite frequently from
Rohingya women, whose children
were su ering from it. The Rohingya
phrase for it is .
Translated literally to Chittagonian,
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the phrase means �my body is falling
apart� or �my body is coming down�,
which made no sense to Bangla and
English-speaking aid workers.

The similarities and di erences in
Chittagonian and Rohingya, along
with their interplay, is something
Rahim has been studying in the
camps. Even Rohingya spoken by
older, registered refugees who
arrived in Bangladesh and newer
arrivals di er. �The language of the
registered Rohingya has shifted in
the past years, it's become more
similar to Chittagonian,� says Rahim.

The Rohingya language borrowed
words from Burmese, as well as from
Urdu, Arabic, and Farsi. �The
Rohingya language is eclectic,
borrowing from many di erent
sources. It's a very rich language,�
adds Rahim.

The Rohingya language is better
understood by Chittagonian-speaking
locals from the Cox's Bazar area. �I
didn't have any problems

Illustration: Kazi Tahsin Agaz Apurbo
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understanding them or making
myself understood. There are
di erences, of course, but it's quite
similar to our dialect,� says
Ahammed Hossain, a local from
Ukhia, who has been working in the
Rohingya refugee camps since .

While Chittagonian-speaking
interpreters often did hear words
unfamiliar to them, they still had a
job to do. Context helps. �When I
slowly became familiar with their
[the refugees'] stories, I would
understand more easily what they're
trying to say even if I didn't get a
particular word. You can understand
the story then but can learn speci c
words later,� says Mahmood of her
experience working in the camps.

Other unfamiliar terms were
humanitarian speak�usually
technical words and acronyms�
which the interpreters had to relay to
the refugees or had di culty
understanding the colloquial terms
used by the Rohingya refugees.

�There is no equivalent for the word
'gender' in Rohingya. So when we
originally translated the term
'gender-based violence' it translated
as 'violent women',� said a Rohingya
translator, cited in the TWB study.
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�There remain some subjects that are
tricky to navigate where you can see
misunderstanding in communication
still occurring,� says Rahim. This is
particularly true for women, who
have a hard time explaining health or
body-related issues to, usually, male
interpreters.

�In Rohingya, the academic term for
menstruation is borrowed from
Arabic, haiz. Instead they [Rohingya
women] use the word gosol (shower),
which is used in Bangla and even in
Rohingya. The interpreter wouldn't
get it. Even a female Chittagonian
interpreter may not get what the term
connotes�they use maashik (a
Bangla word).�

***

In June, Translators without Borders,
a nonpro t providing translation
services for charities in crisis zones,
came up with a glossary together
with Oxfam and UNICEF. The app,
which works o ine as well, includes
terms (in text and in audio) in the ve
languages which are spoken in the
Rohingya camps�Rohingya,
Chittagonian, Burmese, Bangla, and
English.

Sociolinguist Rahim came up with
the initially translated terms
from focus group discussions with
refugees in the camps. Presently, the
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terms in the glossary mainly centre
around the water, sanitation, and
hygiene (WASH) sector.

�What we were trying to do with the
glossary is try and bridge that gap
between eld workers who are trying
to communicate with the refugees,�
says Scott. Terms that are soon to be
included, adds Scott, will be related
to disability and gender, among
others. �It's really designed for
humanitarians that are working in
this response but is publicly available
online for anyone that has an interest
in the language.�

But with thousands of aid workers in
play, a standard in interpretation can
hardly be ensured and the
terminology online, limited. Hossain,
for example, has not heard of the
glossary or received training on the
Rohingya language or interpretation.

***

Rohingya and Chittagonian are both
oral languages with no agreed on
written scripts. Historically, the
Arabic and Urdu scripts have been
used by the Rohingya. A Latin script
has also been developed, called
�Rohingya-lish�. In the s, the
�Hani � script was developed with
elements of Arabic, Burmese and
English. The last has been used in
textbooks in religious schools in the
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Kutupalong and Nayapara camps,
through grassroots e orts to promote
a written script for the Rohingya
community in Bangladesh.

In the Internews study, percent of
the refugees said they were illiterate.

percent of the refugees also have
had no formal education.

The lack of a standardised script, in
addition to high levels of illiteracy,
means written communication such
as iers or posters are not
particularly useful in disseminating
information in the camps. Messages
are rather encouraged to be played in
audio or through pictorials, says
Scott.

The way the Rohingya language is
changing in exposure to
Chittagonian, humanitarian terms,
and the English and Bangla languages
in the camps is also fascinating to
study, says Rahim. For example,
cereal packs provided to Rohingya
children for nutrition are referred to
by the refugees as suji khana because
these look like suji (semolina). The
refugees have also picked up the
Bangla word for nutrition, pushti,
says Rahim.

�Language is constantly shifting.�
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Unofficial Translation 

16 people were killed in Bangladesh refugee camps in 2023 

Wai Mar Htun (Washington DC) 
2-4-2023

Rohingya refugees said that up to 16 Rohingya have been killed in Rohingya refugee camps in Cox�s 
Bazar, Bangladesh during 2023 and they are getting more worried day after day because of the illegal 
captures and killings. 

RFA reported on 28 March that 14 refugees were killed at Rohingya camps in Bangladesh in the 
three months from the beginning of this year(2023) to 25 March. 

A Rohingya refugee who wishes to remain anonymous said that two more refugees were killed, one 
on 1 April and the other on 2 April respectively.  

�One was killed at the dawn of 2 April. And also in 1 April, armed organizations opened fire on each 
other and a refugee who is guarding camp No.8 was shot and killed.� 
Moreover, U Saw Lwin (also known as) Saulimula from Rohingya Justice and Human Rights 

Organization, who lives in Balukhali camp, was abducted by an armed organization in the evening on 30 
March, and hasn't been in touch since, his relatives said. 

�An armed organization abducted him when he was returning home after prayers. We have not 
received any news about him since� 
His family reported the case to the UNHCR and Bangladeshi Police. Bangladesh Government is in 

search for him but there has been no news yet. 
It was reported that out of 34 refugee camps in Cox�s Bazar, refugees from camps No. 1, 2, 3, 8, 9, 

13, 14 and 19 were killed this year. 
Refugees said that the majority of the victims are those who absconded/ran away from Arakan 

Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA), people who oppose ARSA and the relatives of those who oppose ARSA, 
camp leaders and 100-household administrators. 

They stated that all of the victims were men and 2 were killed in January, 2 were killed in February, 
10 were killed in March, 2 were killed in April, therefore, a total of 16 individuals. 

The Rohingyas want the Bangladesh government to take serious security measures and to take 
effective actions against the perpetrators. They also want the international communities to pressurize the 
Bangladesh Government for the safety of the refugees. 

********** 
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Uno cial transla on of Mr.A.K.Abdul Momen, Chairman, standing 
commi ee on Ministry of Foreign A airs of the Bangladesh Na onal parliament, 

and former Foreign Minister of Bangladesh during the interviews with Daily 
Jugantor 

Rohingyas would be like a cancer for Bangladesh unless Myanmar takes
them back. Myanmar says they will take them back, protect them, and for
this, whatever arrangement and measures will be undertaken.

Myanmar is our friend, not our enemy. Myanmar drove them out into
Bangladesh, recognizing them as Bengalis. But for us, they are recognized as
Rohingya, not Bengali.

However, arrangements are underway to repatriate them back to their
country as in the past. In 1970s, 1980s and 1990s, a great number of
Rohingyas were brought back with respect and we found not too much
di cul es like today because not many interna onal communi es were
involved in the arrangements as well as the media did not draw the
a en on over the issue at that mes.

Contrary to this, the condi ons right now are much complex and di cult as
there are many interna onal organiza ons, including UNHCR, involved and
also too many rules and regula ons to follow.

Further, media outlets are more focus on this than it is necessary and some
stories are exaggeratedly reported only on small case.

Around the world, those who ed their countries and took refuge in
receiving countries are provided humanitarian assistance by UNHCR, BUT,
they do not want them back to their original places because they know that
will make them lose their jobs.

Despite those factors, it is possible Bangladesh could send them back
through bilateral discussions between Myanmar and Bangladesh. Through
nego a ons, we believe in that we can send a large part if not all of them,
and Myanmar also agreed with.

On the other hand, some countries block the repatria on through various
reasons. They say there is no conducive environment there at present as
well as raise the ques on of whether gran ng ci zenship to them or not if
they arrive back. But, we knew, currently, there is no con ict between
Rakhine and Rohingya.
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 In the past, the media did not talk or complain the situa on is not good there 
and, let them go back home. But today, the media is bringing to light the 
issues and make a big deal of them even when the small case was occurred. 

 Besides, , they previously did not hold the high expecta on on their return 
unlike the present that they raise too much demand and request for various 
unspeci ed things like building new houses or rehabilitated in new places, 
etc. 

 China, India and Japan built some new houses at rese lement areas and 
some representa ves of Rohingya leaders go and see them. They expressed 
their sa sfac on on it and willingness to return. Alterna vely, American and 
other countries said some numbers of them will be brought to third country 
as part of the solu on. 

 We know American and other countries are mostly giving money and there 
are many interna onal non-governmental organiza ons (NGOs) working 
over there, in the camps, but we do not know exactly what these agencies 
are doing, only Allah may know.  

 In my personal opinion, things would be be er if the NGOs are banned. In 
the last couple of years, there were banks being robbed as well as many 
crimes being commi ed in the neighbouring camp areas. I doubted on it. 

 Therefore, to solve the issue, rst step should be NGOs to be banned as 
many there are interna onal agencies. If NGOs are banned, there will be 
poli cally disputes in the rst few days, but it is just temporary and will be 
solved later. 

 At the camps, there are many agencies running with various agendas inside 
the camps, which are nancially aided by support from donor countries. But 
we don�t know how much aids and money are e ec vely invested for 
displaced people. Moreover, we do not have any record how much nancial 
aids are received by those agencies. We did a li le monitoring. So, they 
should be immediately banned. 

 It was seen that a Bri sh NGO bought 7,000 knives, cu ers like this tools. 
When the police inquired about why they are needed, they said they are 
aimed at cu ng trees, cleaning up bush trimming and digging like that. We 
do not know what they are actually doing. 

 Now, our police are ac ve and much be er than earlier as they have got it 
so they seize what it is. They should be stopped. 
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Update : 25 Aug 2023, 08:14 PM

Friday marks six years since Rohingyas sought shelter in Bangladesh, and they are still stranded
amid the complexities of geopolitics. Over the past six years, a total of 186 killings have occurred

in the Rohingya camps in Bangladesh, which can be linked to the criminal activities of different
separatist groups.

Of the 186 deaths, 85 took place between August 25, 2022 and August 24 this year. In

comparison, there had been 101 murders overall in the previous five years.

According to camp residents, many of the killings can be tied to drug deals, extortion,
kidnapping, smuggling and turf wars. Some Rohingya separatists also resorted to murder when
they did not get ransom money after kidnapping. The involvement of groups like the Arakan
Rohingya Salvation Army (Arsa) and Rohingya Solidarity Organization (RSO) in such activities

has also come to light.

Furthermore, there has been a clear instance of gunfire exchange between Arsa and the RSO.

Due to global pressure, Myanmar and Bangladesh signed an agreement in 2017 on Rohingya
repatriation. However, this process has not started yet, keeping the crisis alive. Meanwhile,

tension is growing in the 33 Rohingya camps in Ukhiya and Teknaf, leading to a rise in crimes,
including murders.

Weapons drills in camps

According to several local community leaders, Arsa and the RSO separatist groups enter the
camps every evening and parade with arms. Almost every day, they enter Rohingya homes,

torture them and snatch their belongings. In such a situation, they are having sleepless nights.

However, when the Armed Police Battalion (APBn) raids the Rohingya camps, the separatist
groups take positions in different hideouts and hills and forests. Once the operations end, they
sneak back into the camps at night, cutting the wire fences and resuming their wrongdoings. 

Some unidentified attackers killed an 18-year-old Rohingya youth named Mohammad Yunus at

Kutupalong-8 Rohingya camp in Ukhiya's Rajapalang union around 7:30pm on Tuesday.

Camp resident Mohammad Amin said: "Yunus was a student at the local madrasa. He had no
conflicts with anyone. They suspected he had been providing information about Arsa members,

so they killed him. We are living in fear due to murders in the camps."

Publish : 25 Aug 2023, 03:21 PM
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Arsa-RSO conflict at its peak

According to various Rohingya community leaders, tension between Arsa and the RSO has

reached a peak. A faction within Arsa led by Ataullah Abu Ammar Jununi is facing disagreements

over its goals.

The RSO aims to create a separate faction, which poses a potential threat. Additionally, there is
the presence of another camp's separatist group named Nobi Hossain group.

Furthermore, many Rohingyas are also fed up with Arsa and are secretly supporting the RSO.

They believe the latter wants to maintain peace in the camps � when in reality both groups are
involved in criminal activities.

Police looking for 60 individuals

The APBn has stated that the police have compiled a list of members of Rohingya separatist
groups. The list includes the names of 60 individuals. A special operation will be launched to

arrest them.

Law enforcement agencies and Rohingya leaders said Nobi Hossain Group, Munna Group, Dakat
Abdul Hakim Group, Dakat Md Saleh Group, Islamic Mahas Group and Al-Yaqin Group are

among the separatist groups. Besides, several more groups are active in the camps using Arsa�s

name.
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Whoever is involved in crimes will be brought to book.�

He further said: "In the last six years, 332 people have been arrested in connection with the

recovery of 400 firearms and 500 locally made weapons in raids on the camps. At the same time,
1,697 Rohingyas were arrested with more than 3.9 million pieces of yaba tablets and 40kg of

ice.�

Besides, 94 people have been arrested in 70 cases in connection with the abduction of 359

Rohingyas and sent to jail through the court, he added.  

Panic grips Cox's Bazar

Local residents of Cox's Bazar said Rohingyas are becoming desperate day by day. As the days

go by, they become more frightening. Since the arrival of Rohingyas, the use of drugs,
smuggling, kidnapping and extortion has increased. The safety of our lives is at risk."

On August 19, RAB raided an arms manufacturing factory in the remote hills of Rangikhali under
Hnila union of Teknaf and arrested six people. A large quantity of arms and bullets were
recovered from the factory. Normal life is being disrupted by such raids going on at different

times.

Ukhiya, Teknaf residents living in fear

Cox's Bazar Citizens� Rights Movement Member Secretary HM Nazrul Islam said the people of
the entire district are under threat due to the Rohingyas.  

"We want a Rohingya-free Cox's Bazar. Rohingyas commit murders in public. Rohingyas are
openly committing murders and using weapons against locals. Essentially, the police are

powerless in this situation. With each passing day, Rohingyas are growing more desperate,

resulting in attacks on the local population. The crime rate in the camps is also skyrocketing. If
the Rohingyas do not return [to Myanmar], it is possible that one day the locals might have to
leave the district."

Hnila Union Parishad Chairman Rashed Mahmud Ali said: "The people of Ukhiya and Teknaf
live in great fear because of Rohingyas. In the presence of 1.2 million Rohingyas, the locals have
become a minority. Even when Rohingyas commit various crimes, they cannot be turned over to

the police. The limited number of police officers cannot effectively manage them across multiple

camps. As night descends, Ukhiya and Teknaf become places of panic."
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Peace Palace, Carnegieplein 2 
2517 KJ  The Hague - Netherlands 
Telephone: +31 (0) 70 302 23 23 - Telefax: +31 (0) 70 364 99 28 
Website: www.icj-cij.org 

Palais de la Paix, Carnegieplein 2 
2517 KJ  La Haye - Pays-Bas 

Téléphone : +31 (0) 70 302 23 23 - Facsimilé : +31 (0) 70 364 99 28 
Site Internet : www.icj-cij.org 

 

162253 23 May 2024

Sir, 

I have the honour to inform Your Excellency of the filing in the Registry today of the Reply 
of the Republic of The Gambia in the case concerning Application of the Convention on the 
Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide (The Gambia v. Myanmar). 

The Reply consists of five volumes: the Reply itself (Vol. I) and four volumes of annexes and 
maps (Vols. II-V), as well as a USB key containing the video-recording of Annexes 41 and 42. The 
Reply includes a certification that the annexes are true copies of the documents referred to and that 
the translations provided are accurate.  

The Reply was accompanied by a letter from HE Mr Dawda Jallow, Agent of The Gambia, 
dated 23 May 2024, in which he stated, in particular, that: 

 Volumes III and IV include 12 annexes containing witness declarations that have been 
redacted to protect the safety and security of individuals. Unredacted versions of these 
annexes have been filed under seal in the Registry, which the Agent explains are �for the 
Court�s in camera review only�. 

 Volume IV includes witness statements taken by the UN Independent Investigative 
Mechanism for Myanmar (�IIMM�), from which the IIMM has redacted identifying 
information. The Gambia will request that the IIMM submit to the Court, �for its in camera 
review only�, unredacted versions of these statements. 

./. 
His Excellency 
Mr. Ko Ko Hlaing  
Agent of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar 
    before the International Court of Justice 
Embassy of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar 
Boulevard Général Wahis 9, Schaerbeek 
1030 Brussels 
Belgium 

cc: H.E. Dr. Thi Da Oo 
Alternate Agent of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar 
   before the International Court of Justice 
Embassy of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar 

 Brussels 
 Belgium 

Emails: mmicjoffice20@gmail.com 
 soelynnhan@gmail.com 
 ambassador@embassyofmyanmar.be 
 mebrussels@embassyofmyanmar.be 
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 You will find enclosed herewith a signed original of the Reply (with annexes), a USB key 
containing the video-recording of Annexes 41 and 42, and a copy of the Agent�s letter.  
An electronic version of the Reply in PDF format can be downloaded at 
https://web.tresorit.com/l/xj15C#jKVsAV6O-g3guLIBKgLWUQ (password: Xh&ZJg76X2).  

 Accept, Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration. 

 
 
 
 
 
 Philippe Gautier 
 Registrar 
 

/. 
 
/. 
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Letter from the Agent of Myanmar to the Registrar, 24 June 2024 
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Letter from the Registrar to the Agent of Myanmar, 24 June 2024 
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Peace Palace, Carnegieplein 2 
2517 KJ  The Hague - Netherlands 
Telephone: +31 (0) 70 302 23 23 - Telefax: +31 (0) 70 364 99 28 
Website: www.icj-cij.org 

Palais de la Paix, Carnegieplein 2 
2517 KJ  La Haye - Pays-Bas 

Téléphone : +31 (0) 70 302 23 23 - Facsimilé : +31 (0) 70 364 99 28 
Site Internet : www.icj-cij.org 

 

By email only 

162428 24 June 2024

Sir, 

 With reference to the case concerning Application of the Convention on the Prevention and 
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide (The Gambia v. Myanmar), I have the honour to acknowledge 
receipt of Your Excellency�s letter (No. 001(031)/UM-2/OCSAC), dated 24 June 2024 and received 
in the Registry today, whereby you address certain matters concerning annexes to the Reply of the 
Republic of The Gambia. 

A copy of this letter has been transmitted to the other Party. 

Accept, Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration. 

Philippe Gautier
Registrar

His Excellency 
Mr. Ko Ko Hlaing  
Agent of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar 
    before the International Court of Justice 
Embassy of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar 
Brussels 
Belgium 

cc: H.E. Dr. Thi Da Oo 
Alternate Agent of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar 
   before the International Court of Justice 
Embassy of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar 

 Brussels 
 Belgium 

Email: mmicjoffice20@gmail.com 
 soelynnhan@gmail.com 
 ambassador@embassyofmyanmar.be 
 mebrussels@embassyofmyanmar.be 
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Letter from the Agent of The Gambia to the Registrar, 1 July 2024 
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