
Communiqué No. 5 3/41 
(unof f i c i a l )  

The fcllowing information frorn the  Registry of t h e  International. 
Court o f  Just ice  has been communicated to t h e  Press: 

The Internat ional  Court o f  Just ice  a t  The Hague today (Ncvembes l & h ,  
1953) defivered i t s  Judgment in t h e  Nottebohm case ( ~ r e l i m i n a r y  Object ion)  
between Liechtenstein and Guatemala. It decided, unanimously , to re j e c t  
t h e  preliminary objection to i t s  j u r i s d i c t i o n  which had been raised by 
Guatemala . 

On December 17th, 1951, Liechtenstein had f i l e d  an Application 
inst i tut ing proceedings against  Guatemala, clalming damages in respect of 
various measures which Guatemala had taken against t he  gerson and property 
o f  M. Nottebohm, i n  s l leged contravention o f  internatiorial  law. The 
Application referred t o  the  dec lz ra t lons  by khich bo-th F a h i e s  had 
accepted the eornpulsory j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h o  Court. 

Guatemala contended t ha t  t h e  Court was without jurisàict i o n ,  t h e  
p r inc ipa l  ground for i t s  ob jec t ion  being th& t h e  val idi ty o f  its 
&clarz t ion of  acceptance of t h e  compulsriry jurisdictian of  t h e  Court  
èxpired a few weeks after ths filing of t h e  Application by Liechtenstein 
and, in any event, some cons iderable  t h - e  befora m y  s e t t l m e n t  o f  t h e  
dispute by t h e  Court. 

In i t s  Judgrii~nt, t h e  Court c m s  to the  conclusion t h a t  t he  emiry on 
Jmuary 26th, 1952, of t h e  five-year period for which Guatemala had..  .. 
accepted t h e  compulsory. j u r i s d i c t i o n  of the Court in accordance with 
Art ic le  36,  p a r a g r q h  2 ,  af t h e  Statute  d i d  nct affect  m y  j u r i sd i c t i on  
t h e  Court might have to deal with t h e  claim presentcd by Liechtenstein 
on December 17th, 1951. The Court re j e c t e d  t h e  przlirninary o,bjection 
m d  resumed t h e  proceedings on t h e  merits ,  f k i n g  time-luriits for t h e  ' 

f i l i n g  of the  fu r t he r  pleadings.  

The Hague, Novenber 1&h,  1953. 




