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 The PRESIDENT: I now declare open the sitting in the case concerning Application of the 

International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (Azerbaijan v. 

Armenia). 

 I recall that, also in this case, since the Court included upon the Bench no judge of the 

nationality of either Party, each Party proceeded to exercise the right conferred upon it by Article 31 

of the Statute to choose a judge ad hoc to sit in the case. The Republic of Armenia chose 

Professor Yves Daudet and the Republic of Azerbaijan initially chose Judge Kenneth Keith. 

Following Judge Keith’s resignation on 21 April 2023, Azerbaijan informed the Court that it had 

chosen Judge Koroma to sit in the case as a judge ad hoc. No objection having been raised by the 

Armenian Government to this choice, and none having appeared to the Court itself, the appointment 

of Judge Koroma was duly confirmed. It is thus now necessary to complete the composition of the 

Court for the purposes of the case. 

 I shall now invite Judge Koroma to make his solemn declaration under Article 20 of the Statute 

of the Court. As I have already had the opportunity today to say a few words about his career and 

qualifications, I shall not repeat this biographical information. 

 I request all those present to rise. Judge Koroma, you have the floor. 

 Mr KOROMA: 

 “I solemnly declare that I will perform my duties and exercise my powers as judge 
honourably, faithfully, impartially and conscientiously.” 

 The PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. Please be seated. I take note of the solemn 

declaration made by Judge Koroma and I declare him to be duly installed as judge ad hoc in the case 

concerning Application of the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial 

Discrimination (Azerbaijan v. Armenia). 

 There being no further business before the Court today, I declare the present sitting closed. 

The Court rose at 10.10 a.m. 
 

___________ 
 


