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Resolution adopted by the General Assembly

[on the report of the Third Committee (A/57/552)]

57/188. Situation of and assistance to Palestinian children

The General Assembly,
Recalling the Convention on the Rights of the Child,*

Recalling also the World Declaration on the Survival, Protection and
Development of Children and the Plan of Action for Implementing the World
Declaration on the Survival, Protection and Development of Children in the 1990s
adopted by the World Summit for Children, held in New York on 29 and
30 September 1990,

Recalling further the Declaration and Plan of Action adopted by the General
Assembly at its twenty-seventh special session,?

Concerned that the Palestinian children under Israeli occupation remain
deprived of many basic rights under the Convention,

Concerned also about the recent grave deterioration of the situation of
Palestinian children in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem,
and about the severe consequences of the continuing Israeli assaults and sieges on
Palestinian cities, towns, villages and refugee camps, resulting in the dire
humanitarian crisis,

Expressing its condemnation of all acts of violence resulting in extensive loss
of human life and injuries, including among Palestinian children,

Deeply concerned about the consequences, including psychological
consequences, of the Israeli military actions for the present and future well-being of
Palestinian children,

1. Sressesthe urgent need for Palestinian children to live a normal life, free
from foreign occupation, destruction and fear, in their own State;

2. Demands, in the meantime, that Israel, the occupying Power, respect
relevant provisions of the Convention on the Rights of the Child* and comply fully

! Resolution 44/25, annex.
2 A/45/625, annex.
3 See resolution S-27/2, annex.
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with the provisions of the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian
Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949,% in order to ensure the well-being and
protection of Palestinian children and their families;

3. Calls upon the international community to provide urgently needed
assistance and services in an effort to alleviate the dire humanitarian crisis being
faced by Palestinian children and their families and to help in the reconstruction of
relevant Palestinian institutions.

77th plenary meeting
18 December 2002

* United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 75, No. 973.
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Fifty-eighth session
Agendaitem 113

Resolution adopted by the General Assembly on 22 December 2003

[on the report of the Third Committee (A/58/504)]

58/155. Situation of and assistance to Palestinian children

The General Assembly,
Recalling the Convention on the Rights of the Child,*

Recalling also the World Declaration on the Survival, Protection and
Development of Children and the Plan of Action for Implementing the World
Declaration on the Survival, Protection and Development of Children in the 1990s,
adopted by the World Summit for Children, held in New York on 29 and
30 September 1990,

Recalling further the Declaration and Plan of Action adopted by the General
Assembly at its twenty-seventh special session,®

Concerned that the Palestinian children under Israeli occupation remain
deprived of many basic rights under the Convention,

Concerned also about the continued grave deterioration of the situation of
Palestinian children in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem,
and about the severe consequences of the continuing Israeli assaults and sieges on
Palestinian cities, towns, villages and refugee camps, resulting in the dire
humanitarian crisis,

Emphasizing the importance of the safety and well-being of all children in the
whole Middle East region,

Expressing its condemnation of all acts of violence, resulting in extensive loss
of human life and injuries, including among Palestinian children,

Deeply concerned about the severe consequences, including psychological
consequences, of the Israeli military actions for the present and future well-being of
Pal estinian children,

1.  Sresses the urgent need for Palestinian children to live a normal life free
from foreign occupation, destruction and fear in their own State;

! Resolution 44/25, annex.
2 A/45/625, annex.
3 See resolution S-27/2, annex.
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2. Demands, in the meanwhile, that Israel, the occupying Power, respect
relevant provisions of the Convention on the Rights of the Child* and comply fully
with the provisions of the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian
Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949,* in order to ensure the well-being and
protection of Palestinian children and their families;

3. Calls upon the international community to provide urgently needed
assistance and services in an effort to alleviate the dire humanitarian crisis being
faced by Palestinian children and their families and to help in the reconstruction of
relevant Palestinian institutions.

77th plenary meeting
22 December 2003

4 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 75, No. 973.
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Fifty-ninth session
Agendaitem 101

Resolution adopted by the General Assembly on 20 December 2004

[on the report of the Third Committee (A/59/499)]

59/173. The situation of and assistance to Palestinian children

The General Assembly,
Recalling the Convention on the Rights of the Child,*

Bearing in mind the conclusion by the International Court of Justice, in its
advisory opinion of 9 July 2004, that the Convention on the Rights of the Child is
applicable within the Occupied Palestinian Territory,

Recalling the World Declaration on the Survival, Protection and Devel opment
of Children and the Plan of Action for Implementing the World Declaration on the
Survival, Protection and Development of Children in the 1990s adopted by the
World Summit for Children, held in New York on 29 and 30 September 1990,°

Recalling also the Declaration and Plan of Action adopted by the General
Assembly at its twenty-seventh special session,*

Recalling further the relevant provisions of the International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights,®

Noting with grave concern that the Palestinian children under Israeli
occupation remain deprived of many basic rights under the Convention on the
Rights of the Child,

Concerned about the continued grave deterioration of the situation of
Palestinian children in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem,
the severely detrimental impact of the continuing Israeli assaults and sieges on
Palestinian cities, towns, villages and refugee camps, and the continuing dire
humanitarian crisis on the safety and well-being of Palestinian children,

Concerned also about the severely detrimental impact being caused by the
unlawful construction of the wall by Israel, the occupying Power, in the Occupied
Palestinian Territory, including in and around East Jerusalem, and its associated

! United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1577, No. 27531.
2 See A/ES-10/273 and Corr.1.

% A/45/625, annex.

* See resolution S-27/2, annex.

® See resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex.
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regime, on the socio-economic conditions of Palestinian children and their families
and on the enjoyment by Palestinian children of their right to education, to an
adequate standard of living, including adequate food, clothing and housing, to
health and to be free from hunger, in accordance with the Convention on the Rights
of the Child and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights,

Emphasizing the importance of the safety and well-being of all children in the
whole Middle East region,

Expressing its condemnation of all acts of violence, resulting in extensive loss
of human life and injuries, including among Palestinian children,

Deeply concerned about the negative consequences, including psychological
consequences, of the Israeli military actions for the present and future well-being of
Palestinian children,

1.  Sresses the urgent need for Palestinian children to live a normal life free
from foreign occupation, destruction and fear in their own State;

2. Demands, in the meanwhile, that Israel, the occupying Power, respect
relevant provisions of the Convention on the Rights of the Child* and comply fully
with the provisions of the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian
Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949,°in order to ensure the well-being and
protection of Palestinian children and their families;

3. Calls upon the international community to provide urgently needed
assistance and services in an effort to alleviate the dire humanitarian crisis being
faced by Palestinian children and their families and to help in the reconstruction of
relevant Palestinian institutions.

74th plenary meeting
20 December 2004

® United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 75, No. 973.



the United Nations Decade for Women have not yet
been achieved;

5. Considers that the activities of the world com-
munity and of the United Nations should continue
beyond the end of the United Nations Decade for
Women and should be directed towards equal treat-
ment for women and their full integration in develop-
ment under conditions of peace.

[9th plenary meeting
24 May 1984

1984/17. Women under apartheid

The Economic and Social Council,

Tuaking note of the report of the Secretary-General
on the situation of women and children living under
racist minority régimes and in the occupied Arab
territories and other occupied territories,**

Bearing in mind the conclusions of the International
Conference on Women and Apartheid, held at Brussels
from 17 to 19 May 1982, and of the Declaration
adopted by the Conference,?®

Noting the wide observance of 9 August annually
as the International Day of Solidarity with the Struggle
of Women in South Africa and Namibia, in accordance
with General Assembly resolution 36/172 K of 17 De-
cember 1981,

1. Expresses its appreciation to the Special Com-
mittee against Apartheid and its Task Force on Women
and Children for giving special attention to the plight
of women and children under apartheid, in accordance
with General Assembly resolution 36/172 K;

2. Expresses its appreciation to the International
Committee of Solidarity with the Struggle of Women
in South Africa and Namibia for undertaking activities
in support of women and children living under apart-
heid, and urges the Committee to exert greater efforts
in support of women and children living under
apartheid

3. Urges all Governments, United Nations bodies,
international, regional, intergovernmental and non-
governmental organizations, women’s and anti-
apartheid groups and other concerned groups to give
the highest priority to measures of assistance to
women in South Africa and Namibia until the end of
the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace and beyond;

4. [Invites the Special Committee against Apartheid
and its Task Force on Women and Children to continue
their activities in promoting the widest possible
dissemination of information concerning women and
children living under apartheid;

5. Appeals to all Governments, United Nations
bodies, international, regional, intergovernmental
and non-governmental organizations, women’s and
anti-apartheid groups and other concerned groups to
support the various projects of the national liberation
movements and front-line States designed to assist

28 E/CN.6/1984/10.
2% See A/37/261-S/15150.
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refugee women and children from South Africa and
Namibia:

6. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to
the Commission on the Status of Women at its thirty-
first session a preliminary report on measures of
assistance provided to women inside South Africa and
Namibia and to women from South Africa and Namibia
who have become refugees as the result of the practice
of apartheid:.

7. Calls upon all women’s organizations to support
the women of Namibia in their efforts to attain inde-
pendence, in accordance with Security Council resolu-
tion 435 (1978) of 29 September 1978.

19th plenary meeting
24 May 1984

1984/18. Situation of Palestinian women within and
outside the occupied Arab territories

The Economic and Social Council,

Deeply concerned about the prevailing living con-
ditions of Palestinian women within and outside the
occupied Arab territories,

Recognizing that the mass uprooting of Palestinian
women from their homeland seriously affects their
participation and integration in the development
process,

Noting that no comprehensive study relating to the
status of Palestinian women within and outside the
occupied Arab territories has been conducted in the
United Nations system since the World Conference
of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality.
Development and Peace, held at Copenhagen from
14 to 30 July 1980,

Recalling the relevant resolutions of the General
Assembly, the Economic and Social Council and other
appropriate United Nations organizations,

Taking note of chapter Il of the report of the
Secretary-General on the situation of Palestinian
women and children in the occupied Arab territories.**
submitted to the Commission on the Status of Women
at its thirtieth session,

1. Reguests the Secretary-General to submit an
updated version of that report to the Commission on
the Status of Women at its thirty-first session:

2. Also requests the Secretary-General to prepare

a comprehensive report on the situation of Palestinian
women living within and outside the occupied Arab
territories and to submit it to the Commission on the
Status of Women at its thirty-second session:

3. Further requests the Secretary-General to
submit an interim report on the preparation of that
study to the Commission on the Status of Women
at its thirty-first session;

4. Invites all Governments, intergovernmental and
non-governmental organizations and United Nations
bodies to extend all necessary assistance to the
Secretary-General in this regard.

19th plenary meeting
24 May 1984

WEICN.6/1984/10



4. Urges the Secretary-General to continue to take
adequate steps to give wide publicity to the Declaration
and to report to the General Assembly at its forty-second
session.

19th plenary meeting
23 May 1986

1986/21. Palestinian women

The Economic and Social Council,

Deeply concerned about the prevailing living conditions
of Palestinian women,

Recalling the relevant provisions of the Nairobi
Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of
Women,*

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General on
the preparation of a comprehensive report on the situa-
tion of Palestinian women living within and outside the
occupied Arab territories,>’

1. Requests the Secretary-General, in preparing the
comprehensive report, to focus on the identification of
the main humanitarian needs of Palestinian women;

2. Requests the Commission on the Status of Women
at its 1988 session to propose concrete measures of assist-
ance to Palestinian women on the basis of the conclu-
sions of that report;

3. Calls upon United Nations organs and organiza-
tions, as well as national, regional and international
women’s organizations, to extend their assistance to
Palestinian women;

4. Emphasizes that nothing less than the realization
of their inalienable rights will put an end to the suffer-
ings of Palestinian women.

19th plenary meeting
23 May 1986

1986/22. Women and children under apartheid

The Economic and Social Council,

Alarmed by the stepped-up repression and indiscrim-
inate killing, maiming and detention of opponents of the
apartheid system,

Noting the concern of women throughout the world
about the continuing degradation and abuse to which
African women and children are daily subjected by the
white minority régime of South Africa,

Recalling that that concern was expressed in the Nairobi
Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of
Women,** which also contain proposals for various
forms of assistance to be rendered to women and children
inside South Africa and to those who have become
refugees,

Recognizing that the inhuman exploitation and dis-
possession of the African people by the white minority
régime is directly responsible for the appalling conditions
under which African women and children live,

Further recognizing that the equality and emancipa-
tion of African women cannot be achieved without the
success of the struggle for national liberation and self-
determination of the indigenous people and the total
destruction of the racist régime of South Africa,

37E/CN.6/1986/6.
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1. Condemns unegquivocally the South African régime
for the imposition of the state of emergency, the forcible
separation of black families and the detention and impris-
onment of women and children;

2. Demands the immediate and unconditional release
of all political prisoners, who increasingly include women
and children;

3. Commends the tenacity and bravery of those
women inside South Africa and outside who have resisted
oppression, who have been detained, tortured and killed,
whose husbands, children and relatives have been detained,
tortured and killed and who, despite this, have remained
steadfast in their opposition to the racist régime;

4. Acknowledges the efforts of those Governments,
non-governmental organizations and individuals that
have campaigned for and applied sanctions against the
racist régime;

5. Calls upon those countries that support or col-
laborate with the racist régime to desist from such sup-
port or collaboration in the political, military, economic
and nuclear spheres;

6. Further calls upon Governments, in view of the
deterioration of the situation in South Africa, as a mat-
ter of urgency, to impose comprehensive sanctions in
accordance with Security Council resolutions and the
Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement
of Women;

7. Urges Member States and United Nations organi-
zations to give effect forthwith, in consultation with the
liberation movements, to the Forward-looking Strategies
that deal with women and children under apartheid;
particular attention should be given to education, health,
vocational training and employment opportunities and
the strengthening of the women’s sections of the libera-
tion movements.

19th plenary meeting
23 May 1986

1986/23. Namibia

The Economic and Social Council,

Gravely concerned by the delay in the implementation
of Security Council resolution 435 (1978) of 29 September
1978 concerning the withdrawal of South Africa’s illegal
administration from Namibia and the holding of elections
under the supervision of the United Nations,

Deeply concerned by the perpetual suffering of Namib-
ian women under the illegal occupation of the racist South
African régime backed by the allies, and further con-
cerned by the utilization of Namibian territory as a
springboard for attacking and destabilizing neighbouring
States,

1. Condemns, in no uncertain terms, the racist régime
of South Affrica for its installation of a so-called interim
Government at Windhoek;

2. Denounces the forceful conscription of Namibian
men and women between the ages of 17 and 55 years into
the racist army in order to consolidate and facilitate
widespread repression throughout the country;

3. Rejects South Africa’s insistence on linking the
independence of Namibia to the withdrawal of Cuban
troops from Angola;

4. Demands that South Africa refrain from using
Namibia as a base to infiltrate Angola and other inde-
pendent neighbouring countries;



Commission on the Status of Women at its thirty-
third session.

15th plenary meeting
26 May 1988

1988/24. Women and children in Namibia

The Economic and Social Council,
Recalling its resolution 1986/23 of 23 May 1986,

Recalling also the Nairobi Forward-looking Strate-
gies for the Advancement of Women,® in particular
paragraph 259, which calls for the speedy and
effective implementation of Security Council resolu-
tion 435 (1978) of 29 September 1978 concerning the
independence of Namibia,

Gravely concerned about the delay in the imple-
mentation of Security Council resolution 435 (1978)
regarding the withdrawal of South Africa’s illegal
administration from Namibia and the holding of
elections under the supervision of the United Na-
tions,

Deeply concerned about the perpetual suffering of
Namibian women under the illegal occupation of the
racist South African régime, and further concerned
about the use of Namibian territory as a springboard
for attacking and destabilizing neighbouring States,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-Gen-
eral on new developments concerning the situation of
women under apartheid in South Africa and Namibia
and measures of assistance to women from South
Africa and Namibia who have become refugees as a
result of the practice of apartheid *

1. Condemns, in no uncertain terms, the racist
régime of South Africa for its installation of a so-
called interim Government at Windhoek;

2. Denounces the forcible conscription of Namib-
ian men and women between the ages of 17 and 55
years into the racist army, as well as the detention of
children, practices which consolidate and facilitate
widespread repression throughout the country;

3. Regjects South Africa’s insistence on linking the
independence of Namibia to the withdrawal of
Cuban troops from Angola;

4. Demands the release of all political prisoners,
among whom are included women and children, and
the lifting of the state of emergency imposed by
South Africa for more than twelve years;

5. Demands that South Africa refrain from using
Namibia as a base from which to infiltrate Angola
and other independent neighbouring countries;

6. Calls upon all women of the world to support
and assist all bodies struggling to put an end to
colonialism in Namibia;

7. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to
the Commission on the Status of Women at its thirty-
third session a comprehensive report on monitoring
the implementation of the Nairobi Forward-looking
Strategies for the Advancement of Women with
regard to women and children in Namibia.

15th plenary meeting
26 May 1988
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1988/25. Situation of Palestinian women

The Economic and Social Council,

Referring to the report of the Secretary-General on
the situation of Palestinian women living within and
outside the occupied Arab territories,*

Mindful of the humanitarian principles and provi-
sions of the Geneva Convention relative to the
Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War of 12
August 19494

Recalling the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies
for the Advancement of Women,® in particular
paragraph 260 thereof,

Noting with deep concern the escalating Israeli
oppression and ill-treatment of the Palestinian peo-
ple. including women and children in the occupied
Palestinian territories,

1. Requests the Secretary-General to submit a
comprehensive report on the situation of Palestinian
women and children inside and outside the occupied
Palestinian territories to the Commission on the
Status of Women at its thirty-third session;

2. Strongly condemns the application of an *“‘iron-
fist” policy by Israel, the occupying Power, against
Palestinian women and their families in the occupied
Palestinian territories;

3. Reaffirms that the Geneva Convention relative
to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War
is applicable to territories occupied by lIsrael since
1967, including Jerusalem;

4. Requests the Secretary-General, as a matter of
urgency, to send a mission composed of experts on
the status of women to investigate the situation of
Palestinian women and children, in the light of the
recent tragic developments in the occupied Palestin-
ian territories;

5. Requests the Commission on the Status of
Women to monitor the implementation of the provi-
sions of paragraph 260 of the Nairobi Forward-
looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women
concerning assistance to Palestinian women inside
and outside the occupied territories;

6. Reaffirms that Palestinian women, as part of a
nation whose people are prevented from exercising
their basic human and political rights, cannot partici-
pate in the attainment of the objectives of the
Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies, namely equality,
development and peace, without the realization of
their inalienable right to return to their homes, their
right to self-determination and their right to establish
an independent State in accordance with the relevant
United Nations resolutions.

15th plenary meeting
26 May 1988

1988/26. Elimination of discrimination against wom-
en in accordance with the aims of the
Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination against Women

The Economic and Social Council,

"4 E/CN.6/1988/8 and Corr.1.
47 United Nations. Treaty Series, vol. 75, No. 973.



1989/33. Women and children under apartheid

The Economic and Social Council,
Recalling its resolution 1988/23 of 26 May 1988.

Noting the concern of women throughout the world
about the continuing degradation and abuse to which
African women and children are subjected daily by
the white minority régime of South Africa.

Recalling that this concern was expressed in the
Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advance-
ment of Women,* which also contain proposals for
various forms of assistance to be rendered to women
and children inside South Africa and to those who
have become refugees,

Recognizing that the inhuman exploitation and
dispossession of the African people by the white
minority régime is directly responsible for the appal-
ling conditions in which African women and children
live,

Also recognizing that the equality of women cannot
be achieved without the success of the struggle for
national liberation and self-determination of the
people of South Africa against the racist régime of
Pretoria,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-Gen-
eral on new developments concerning the situation of
women under apartheid in South Africa and Namibia
and measures of assistance to women in South Africa
and Namibia,*

1. Commends the tenacity and bravery of those
women both inside and outside South Africa who
have resisted oppression, who have been detained,
tortured or killed. and of those whose husbands.
children and relatives have been detained, tortured
or killed and who, despite this, have remained
steadfast in their opposition to the racist régime:

2. Acknowledges the efforts of those Govern-
ments, intergovernmental and non-governmental or-
ganizations and individuals that have campaigned
for and applied sanctions against the racist régime:;

3. Condemns unequivocally the South African
régime for the imposition of the state of emergency.
the forcible separation of black families, the deten-
tion and imprisonment of women and children and
the restrictions on non-violent anti-apartheid demo-
cratic organizations and individuals:

4. Urges the South African régime to accord
prisoner-of-war status to captured freedom fighters,
in accordance with the Geneva Conventions of 12
August 1949% and the Protocol Additional to the
Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 relating to
the protection of victims of international armed
conflicts (Protocol I), adopted in 1977.%% to accord all
political prisoners sentenced to death, among whom
are women, a fair trial based on international legal
standards, and to stop the exccution of political
prisoners;

5. Demands the immediate and unconditional
release of all political prisoners and detainees, among
whom are an increasing number of women and
children;

6. Again calls upon Governments, In view of the
deterioration of the situation in South Africa, to
impose, as a matter of urgency, comprehensive
sanctions in accordance with the resoiutions of the

SIE/CIN.6/1989/3.

o2United Nations, Treaty Serie
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Security Council and the Nairobi Forward-looking
Strategies for the Advancement of Women;

7. Appeals to all countries to support educational,
health and social welfare programmes tor women and
children under apartheid.

8. Also appeals to the international community
for increased assistance for women and children
refugees in southern Africa;

9. Urges the international community to look
into the newly developing situation of refugees and
displaced persons, with a view to providing material
assistance for them;

10. Urges Member States and United Nations
bodies. in consultation with liberation movements,
to give effect forthwith, to the Nairobi Forward-
looking Strategies that deal with women and children
under apartheid. giving particular attention to educa-
tion, health, vocational training and employment
opportunities and to the strengthening of the wom-
en's sections of the liberation movements;

11. Requests the Commission on the Status of
Women to work closely with women in the liberation
movements in order to disseminate information and
to ensure a proper assessment of the needs and
aspirations of the women and children living under
apartheid,

12. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the
Commission on the Status of Women at its thirty-
fourth session a vomprehensive report on the imple-
mentation and monitoring of the Nairobi Forward-
looking Strategies in regard to women and children
under apartheid

15th plenary meeting
24 May 1989

1989/34. Situation of Palestinian women

The Economic and Social Council,

Having considered the report of the Sccretary-
General %

Mindful of the humanitarian principles and provi-
sions of the Geneva Convention relative to the
Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War of 12
August 1949 65

Recalling the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies
for the Advancement of Women.,™ in particular
paragraph 260 thereof,

Recalling also its resolution 1988/25 of 26 May
1988,

Taking into account the intifadah of the Palestinian
people in the occupied Palestinian territories against
the Israeli occupation and the oppressive practices of
Israel against the Palestinian people. including wom-
en and children.

1. Requests the Secretary-General to prepare a
comprehensive report on the situation of Palestinian
women. making use of all available information,
including United Nations reports, information from
Governments, non-governmental organizations and
missions undertaken by United Nations bodies and
specialized agencies to the occupied territories, and
reports of meetings and seminars, as appropriate, and
to submit the report to the Commission on the Status
of Women at its thirty-fourth session:

TME/CNL6/1989/4 and Corr 1.
*SUnited Nations. [reary Series, vol. 750 No. 973,



2. Requests the specialized agencies, in sending
missions to the occupied Palestinian territories, to
include an expert on women’s issues to assess the
situation of the Palestinian women and to elaborate
specific projects of assistance;

3. Strongly condemns the continuation of the
“1ron-fist” policy practiced by Israel, the occupying
Power, against Palestinian women and their families
in the occupied Palestinian territories;

4. Reaffirms that the Geneva Convention relative
to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War
of 12 August 1949 is applicable to the territories
occupied by Israel since 1967, including Jerusalem:;

S. Again requests the Secretary-General to send a
mission composed of experts on the status of women
to investigate the condition of Palestinian women
and children, in the light of the drastic deteriorating
situation in the occupied Palestinian territories;

6. Requests the Commission on the Status of
Women to monitor the implementation of the Nairo-
bi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement
of Women, in particular the provisions of paragraph
260 thereof concerning assistance to Palestinian
women and children inside and outside the occupied
Palestinian territories;

7. Reaffirms that Palestinian women, as an inte-
gral part of a nation whose people are prevented from
exercising their basic human and political rights,
cannot fully participate in the attainment of the
objectives of the Forward-looking Strategies, namely,
equality, development and peace, without the realiza-
tion of their inalienable right to return to their
homes, their right to self-determination and their
right to establish an independent State in accordance
with the relevant United Nations resolutions.

I5th plenary meeting
24 May 1989

1989/35. Women and peace in Central America

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling that, in adopting the Nairobi Forward-
looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women,
the World Conference to Review and Appraise the
Achievements of the United Nations Decade for
Women: Equality, Development and Peace recog-
nized that women should participate fully in all
efforts to strengthen and maintain international
peace and security and to promote international co-
operation, %

Recalling also that the World Conference also
recognized that the violence and destabilization in
Central America hindered the fulfilment of the
Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies, essential for the
advancement of women,®’

Recalling further the agreement on *“Procedures for
the establishment of a firm and lasting peace in
Central America™,%® signed at the Esquipulas I
summit meeting at Guatemala City, on 7 August
1987, by the Presidents of Costa Rica, El Salvador,
Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua, and noting the

$Report of the World Conference to Review and Appraise the
Achievements of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace, Nairobi. 15-26 July 1985 (United Nations
publication, Sales No. E.85.1V.10). chap I. sect. A, para. 240.

91bid.. para. 247.

$Official Records of the Security Council. Forty-second Year.
Supplement for July. August and September 1987, document
$/19085. annex.
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subsequent meetings of the Presidents in 1988 and
February 1989,

Recognizing the valuable contribution of the Con-
tradora Group and its Support Group to the process
of bringing peace to Central America,

Recognizing also the valuable efforts put forth by
the Secretary-General and the international commu-
nity to secure peace and development in Central
America,

Convinced of the exceptional importance to the
peoples of Central America, particularly the women,
of the achievement of peace, reconciliation, develop-
ment and social justice in the region, as well as the
recognition of their economic, social, cultural, civil
and political rights.

Considering that the General Assembly, in its
resolution 42/1 of 7 October 1987, requested the
Secretary-General to promote a special plan of co-
operation for Central America,

Desiring to encourage the active participation of
women in the promotion of peace and development
in Central America,

L.  Expresses its satisfaction at the will to achieve
peace manifested by the Presidents of the Central
American countries in their signing of the agreement
on “Procedures for the establishment of a firm and
lasting peace in Central America” and at their efforts
for the implementation thereof:

2. Again calls upon the Presidents of the Central
Ame: can countries to continue their joint efforts to
achieve peace in Central America, particularly the
efforts to establish the Central American Parliament,
in order to ensure conditions favourable for the
attairment in the region of the objectives of the
Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advance-
ment >f Women,” and requests the international
com~r anity to support those efforts;

3. Urges all States to support the peace efforts,
fully respecting the principles of self-determination
of peoples and non-intervention;

4. Also urges the international community to
ensure that programmes of technical, economic and
financial c¢n-operation for the region take account of
the par' ~vlar needs and interests of women in
Central awmerica;

5. Recommends to the Secretary-General that the
special plan of co-operation for Central America
include specific zctivities supporting the advance-
ment of women in the region;

6. Exhorts the Governments of the Central Amer-
ican countries and of the countries of the Contradora
Group and its Support Group to encourage and
ensure the full participation of women at all levels in
the search for peace, pluralism, democracy and
overall development in the Central American region;

7. U-ves national and international, governmen-
tal and non-governmental women’s organizations to
participate in and support actively the processes of
democratization, peace and development in Central
America.

15th plenary meeting
24 May 1989



Stressing the critical role played by women in the de-
velopment process, and that women constitute 50 per
cent of available human resources, )

Noting that the Ad Hoc Committee of the Whole for
the Preparation of the International Development
Strategy for the Fourth United Nations Development
Decade, established by the General Assembly by its res-
olution 43/182 of 20 December 1988, will elaborate the
outline, with a view to finalizing the international de-
velopment strategy in 1990,

1. Recommends that the Ad Hoc Committee of the
Whole for the Preparation of the International Devel-
opment Strategy for the Fourth United Nations Devel-
opment Decade identify strategies for ensuring that
women’s needs and their contribution to the develop-
ment process are reflected in all aspects of the interna-
tional development strategy, including human resource
development and economic growth;

2. Also recommends that the Ad Hoc Committee, in
finalizing the international development strategy, con-
sider measures to ensure the full and effective partici-
pation of women in development, taking into consider-
ation Council resolution 1989/105, paragraph 11, of 27
July 1989, as well as relevant resolutions adopted by the
Commission on the Status of Women at its thirty-fourth
session; !

3. Urges Member States to give special attention to
the role of women in development when preparing their
contributions to the work of the Ad Hoc Committee to
finalize the international development strategy and, in
this regard, to consult with national machinery and the
non-governmental organizations concerned with
women in development;

4. Decides that the Commission on the Status of
Women should monitor the implementation of the in-
ternational development strategy as it pertains to
women and development in the context of its review of
the implementation of the Nairobi Forward-looking
Strategies for the Advancement of Women.

13th plenary meeting
24 May 1990

1990/11. Situation of Palestinian women
The Economic and Social Council,

Having considered the note by the Secretary-General
transmitting the report of a mission of experts to Jordan
and the Syrian Arab Republic to investigate the condi-
tion of Palestinian women and children,!¢

Recalling the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for
the Advancement of Women,? in particular paragraph
260 thereof,

Recalling also its resolutions 1988/25 of 26 May 1988
and 1989/34 of 24 May 1989,

Expressing concern at the persistent refusal of Israel
to respect the Geneva Convention relative to the Pro-
tcctior; of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 August
1949,

1S See Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 1990,
Si ment No. 5 (E/1 ), chap. L
E/CN.6/1990/10.

17 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 75, No. 973.
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Deeply alarmed at the critical situation of Palestinian
women and children in the occupied Palestinian terri-
tory, which is profoundly influenced by the conse-
quences of continued Israeli military occupation,

Dismayed at the continuation of the oppressive prac-
tices of Israel, including collective punishment, curfews,
demolition of houses, closure of schools and universi-
ties, confiscation of land and measures that are partic-
ularly harmful to the Palestinian women and children
in the occupied Palestinian territory,

Deeply alarmed by the practice of Israel of settling
new waves of Jewish immigrants in the territories occu-
pied by Israel since 1967, including Jerusalem, which is
illegal and contravenes the relevant provisions of the
Geneva Convention,

1. Reaffirms that the basic improvement of the liv-
ing conditions of the Palestinian women, their advance-
ment, fuoll equality and self-reliance can only be
achieved through an end to the occupation and the at-
tainment of their right to return to their homes, their
right to self-determination and their right to establish
an independent State in accordance with United Na-
tions resolutions;

2. Reaffirms also that the Geneva Convention rela-
tive to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of
War, of 12 August 1949, is applicable to the Palestinian
people in the territories occupied by Israel since 1967,
including Jerusalem;

3. Strongly condemns the oppressive Isracli meas-
ures against the intifadah and the consequent suffering
experienced by Palestinian women and their families in
the occupied Palestinian territory;

4. Requests the Commission on the Status of
Women to monitor the implementation of the Nairobi
Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of
Women, in particular paragraph 260, which concerns
assistance to Palestinian women and children inside
and outside the occupied Palestinian territory;

S. Requests the Secretary-General to ensure that
the rts continue to monitor and investigate further
the situation of Palestinian women and children inside
and outside the occupied Palestinian territory, and to
ensure that their report is submitted to the Commission
on the Status of Women at its thirty-fifth session;

6. Requests governmental, non-governmental and
intergovernmental organizations, including organiza-
tions of the United Nations system, to encourage and
assist in existing income-generating activities for Pales-
tinian women and in the creation of new jobs;

7. Requests that Palestinian women be assisted in
the creation of a women’s centre that would provide
possibilities for child care, educational discussion, cul-
tural activities, women’s solidarity and small-scale pro-
duction;

8. Reguests the Secretary-General to monitor the
implementation of the recommendations contained in
the report of the mission of experts to Jordan and the
Syrian Arab Republic!é in order to alleviate the situa-
tion of Palestinian women in the occupied Palestinian
territory;

9. Also requests the Secretary-General to report to
the Commission on the Status of Women at its thirty-
fifth session on the implementation of the recommen-



dations and conclusions contained in the report of the
mission of experts, taking into consideration all avail-
able information, including reports of the United Na-
tions, its specialized agencies and its expert missions,
reports of meetings, as appropriate, and information
from Governments and non-governmental organiza-
tions.

13th plenary meeting
24 May 1990

1990/12. World conference on women to be held in
1995

The Economic and Social Council,

Bearing in mind General Assembly resolution 35/10
C of 3 November 1980, on special conferences of the
United Nations,

Recalling its resolution 1987/20 of 26 May 1987, in
which it recommended that world conferences to review
and appraise the progress achieved in the implementa-
tion of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the
Advancement of Women be held during the decade of
the 1990s, on a date to be determined by the General
Assembly not later than 1990, and in 2000,

Recalling that the General Assembly, in its resolution
44/77 of 8 December 1989, requested the Commission
on the Status of Women to consider at its session in
1990 the question of holding in 1995 a world conference
on women, at the lowest possible cost, and to report
thereon to the Assembly at its forty-fifth session,

Bearing in mind that in its resolution 1987/20 the
Council decided that the Commission on the Status of
Women would be designated the preparatory body for
those world conferences,

Convinced that without a major international event
by which to focus national attention on the implementa-
tion of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies, the re-
view and appraisal to take place in 1995 will not be
given sufficient priority,

Reaffirming the continuing validity of the Nairobi
Forward-looking Strategies, including the interrelation-
ship between equality, development and peace, and
stressing the need to ensure their full implementation
by the year 2000,

1. Recommends that a world conference on women
be held in 1995;

2. Requests the Commission on the Status of
Women, as the preparatory body for the world confer-
ence, to include preparations for the conference in its
regular work programme during the period 1991-1995
under the item concerning the monitoring of the im-
plementation of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strate-
gies for the Advancement of Women;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to include the
relevant costs of preparing for and convening the world
conference in the programme budget for the bienniums
1992-1993 and 1994-1995, within the respective budget-
ary limits;

4. Also requests the Secretary-General to make pro-
posals on the preparation and convening of the world
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conference for submission to the Commission at its
thirty-fifth session.

13th plenary meeting
24 May 1990

1990/13. Women and children under apartheid
The Economic and Social Council,
Recalling its resolution 1989/33 of 24 May 1989,

Noting the concern of women throughout the world
about the continuing degradation and abuse to which
African women and children are subjected daily by the
white minority régime of South Africa,

Recalling that this concern was expressed in the Nai-
robi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement
of Women,? which also contain proposals for various
forms of assistance to be rendered to women and chil-
dren inside South Africa and to those who have become
refugees,

Recognizing that the inhuman exploitation and dis-
possession of the African people by the white minority
régime is directly responsible for the appalling condi-
tions in which African women and children live,

Also recognizing that the equality of women cannot be
achieved without the success of the struggle towards a
united, non-racial and democratic South Africa,

1. Commends the tenacity and bravery of those
women both inside and outside South Africa who have
resisted oppression, who have been detained, tortured
or killed, and of those whose husbands, children and
other relatives have been detained, tortured or killed
and who, despite this, have remained steadfast in their
opposition to the racist régime;

2. Acknowledges the efforts of those Governments,
intergovernmental and non-governmental organiza-
tions and individuals that have campaigned for and ap-
plied sanctions against the racist régime;

3. Welcomes recent developments in South Africa,
in particular the unbanning of political organizations
and the release of Nelson Mandela and other political
prisoners;

4. Demands the immediate and unconditional re-
lease of all other political prisoners and detainees,
among whom are many women and children;

5. Condemns unequivocally the South African
régime for the imposition of the state of emergency, the
forcible separation of black families and the detention
and imprisonment of women and children;

6. Urges the international community not to relax
sanctions against South Africa until all the provisions
of the Declaration on Apartheid and its Destructive
Consequences in Southern Africa, adopted by the Gen-
eral Assembly by its resolution S-16/1 of 14 December
1989, and contained in the annex thereto, are met;

7. Appeals to all countries to support educational,
health and social welfare programmes for women and
children under apartheid,;

8. Appeals to the international community for in-
creased assistance for women and children refugees in
southern Africa;



Bearing in mind the relevant recommendations of the
Sixth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of
Crime and the Treatment of Offenders’” and of the
Eighth Congress,3! as well as the relevant observations
of the Seventh Congress,*

Bearing in mind also the Convention on the Elimina-
tion of All Forms of Discrimination against Women,
adopted by the General Assembly in resolution 34/180
of 18 December 1979 and contained in the annex
thereto, which guarantees the right of women to equal
status with men,

Noting that, in its general recommendation No. 12,
the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination
against Women recommended that States parties
should include in their periodic reports to the Commit-
tee information on measures undertaken to protect
women against the incidence of all kinds of violence in
everyday life occurring within the family, at the work-
place or in any other area of social life,* and that the
Committee had decided at its tenth session to under-
take at its eleventh session a study of violence against
women,*

Noting, however, that the Convention on the Elimi-
nation of All Forms of Discrimination against Women
does not explicitly address violence against women,

1. Calls upon Member States to recognize that vio-
lence against women must be countered by a wide vari-
ety of measures;

2. Reminds Member States that violence against
women is an issue of equal rights that derives from a
power imbalance between women and men in society;

3. Urges Member States to adopt, strengthen and
enforce legislation prohibiting violence against women;

4. Aliso urges Member States to take all appropriate
administrative, social and educational measures to pro-
tect women from all forms of physical or mental vio-
lence;

5. Recommends that a framework for an interna-
tional instrument be developed in consultation with the
Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination
against Women that would address explicitly the issue
of violence against women;

6. Requests the Secretary-General, through the Di-
vision for the Advancement of Women of the Centre
for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs of
the Secretariat, to convene in 1991 or 1992 a meeting,
to be funded from extrabudgetary resources, of experts
representing all regions and including representatives
of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination
against Women and the Committee on Crime Preven-
tion and Control, to address the issue of violence
against women and to discuss the possibilities of pre-
paring an international instrument and the elements to

37 See Sixth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and
the Treatment of Offenders, Caracas, 25 August-3 September 1980: report
%respared by the Secretariat (United Nations publication, Sales No.

.81.IV.4), chap. L.

38 See Seventh United Nations C ongress on the Prevention of Crime and
the Treatment of Offenders, Milan, 26 Augusi-6 September 1985: report
%rc 6aIr€IdI§Jy the Secretariat (United Nations publication, Sales No.

¥ See Official Records (gf the General Assembly, Forty-fourth Session,
Sup({zlemcm No. 38 (A/44/38), chap. V.

O 1bid., Forty-sixth Session, Supplement No. 38 (A/46/38).

be contained therein, and to report to the Commission
on the Status of Women at its thirty-sixth session;

7. Urges Governments at all levels to develop train-
ing programmes for members of the criminal justice
and health-care systems, including police officers, doc-
tors, nurses, social workers and members of the legal
profession, to ensure sensitization to and fair adminis-
tration of justice with respect to equality issues;

8. Requests Governments, international organiza-
tions, non-governmental organizations, other relevant
bodies and academics, to undertake research into the
causes of violence against women.

12th plenary meeting
30 May 1991

1991/19. Situation of and assistance to Palestinian
women

The Economic and Social Council,

Having considered the reports of the Secretary-Gen-
eral*! and the notes by the Secretary-General* concern-
ing the situation of Palestinian women living inside and
outside the occupied Palestinian territory,

Recalling the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for
the Advancement of Women,™ in particular paragraph
260 thereof,

Recalling aiso its resolutions 1988/25 of 26 May 1988,
1989/34 of 24 May 1989 and 1990/11 of 24 May 1990,

Expressing concern at the persistent refusal of Israel
to respect the Geneva Convention relative to the Pro-
tection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 August
19494

Taking into account the intifadah of the Palestinian
people in the occupied Palestinian territory against the
Israeli occupation and its harmful effects on Palestinian
women and children,

Dismayed at the continuation of the oppressive prac-
tices of Israel, including collective punishment, cur{ews,
demolition of houses, closure of schools and universi-
ties, deportation, confiscation of land and measurcs
that are particularly harmful to the Palestinian women
and children in the occupied Palestinian territory,

Deeply alarmed by the continuation of the practice of
settling Jewish immigrants in the territory occupied by
Israel since 1967, including Jerusalem, which is illegal
and contravenes the relevant provisions of the Geneva
Convention,

L. Reaffirms that the basic improvement of the liv-
ing conditions of the Palestinian women, their advance-
ment, full equality and self-reliance can only be
achieved through an end to the Israeli occupation and
the attainment of the right of Palestinians to return to
their homes, their right to self-determination and their
right to establish an independent Palestinian State in
accordance with United Nations resolutions;

2. Also reaffirms that the Geneva Convention rela-
tive to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of

41 /CN.6/1988/8 and Corr. 1 and E/CN.6/1989/4 and Corr. 1.
42 E/CN.6/1990/10 and E/CN.6/1991/9.
* United Nations, Treaty Scries, vol. 75, No. 973,



War, of 12 August 1949, is applicable to the Palestinian
people in the territory occupied by Israel since 1967,
including Jerusalem;

3. Demands that an end be put to the oppressive Is-
raeli measures against the intifadah and the consequent
suffering experienced by Palestinian women and their
families in the occupied Palestinian territory;

4. Requests the Commission on the Status of
Women to continue to monitor the implementation of
the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Ad-
vancement of Women, in particular paragraph 260
thereof, which concerns assistance to Palestinian
women and children both inside and outside the occu-
pied Palestinian territory;

S. Requests governmental, non-governmental and
intergovernmental organizations, including organiza-
tions of the United Nations system, to continue to en-
courage and assist in existing income-generating activ-
ities for Palestinian women and in the creation of new
jobs;

6. Requests that Palestinian women in the occupied
Palestinian territory be assisted in developing small-
scale industry and creating vocational training centres;

7. Requests the Secretary-General to monitor the
implementation of the reccommendations contained in
the report of the mission of experts to Jordan and the
Syrian Arab Republic to investigate the condition of
Palestinian women and children* in order to improve
the situation of Palestinian women in the occupied Pal-
estinian territory;

8. Also requests the Secretary-General to continue
his investigation of the situation of Palestinian women
and children and to report to the Commission on the
Status of Women at its thirty-sixth session on the im-
piementation of the recommendations and conclusions
contained in the report of the mission of experts.

12th plenary meeting
30 May 1991

1991/20. Women and children under apartheid

The Economic and Social Council,
Recalling its resolution 1990/13 of 24 May 1990,

Recalling also the provisions of the Declaration on
Apartheid and its Destructive Consequences in South-
ern Africa, adopted by the General Assembly in its res-
olution S-16/1 of 14 December 1989 and contained in
the annex thereto,

Noting the positive changes initiated by the Govern-
ment of South Africa aimed at dismantling the system
of apartheid,

Deeply concerned about the continuing degradation
and abuse of African women and children by the white
minority regime of South Africa, as noted in the Nai-
robi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement
of Women,*

Recognizing that the equality of women and men can-
not be achieved without the success of the struggle to-

% E/CN.6/1990/10, annex 1.
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wards a united, non-racial and democratic South Af-
rica,

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General
on women and children living under apartheid;*

2. Commends those women both inside and outside
South Africa who have resisted oppression and who
have remained steadfast in their opposition to apart-
heid;

3. Urges all parties engaged in negotiations for a
post-apartheid society to ensure that the principle of
equality between women and men is incorporated in all
laws and institutions;

4. Urges the Government of South Africa to ratify
the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Dis-
crimination against Women?® at the earliest possible
opportunity;

5. Appeals to all countries and United Nations bod-
ies, in consultation with liberation movements, as ap-
propriate, to increase their support for educational,
health, vocational training and employment opportuni-
ties for women and children living under apartheid;

6. Demands the unconditional release of all politi-
cal prisoners and detainees, among whom are women
and children, in accordance with the undertaking of the
President of South Africa;

7. Urges the international community to maintain
all existing and any other necessary measures against
South Africa until all the provisions of the Declaration
on Apartheid and its Destructive Consequences in
Southern Africa have been met;

8. Decides that the Commission on the Status of
Women should remain seized of the issue of women
and children living under apartheid.

12th plenary meeting
30 May 1991

1991/21. Disabled women

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for
the Advancement of Women,** in particular paragraphs
277 to 282 and 296, in which disabled women are con-
sidered a vulnerable group,

Recalling also resolution 34/4 of 8 March 1990 of the
Commission on the Status of Women,*

Reaffirming its support for the World Programme of
Action concerning Disabled Persons,'8

Taking note with appreciation of Commission for So-
cial Development resolution 32/2 of 20 February 1991
on the establishment of an ad hoc open-ended working
group to elaborate standard rules on the equalization
of opportunities for disabled persons,

Affirming its belief that all women, regardless of their
situation, are able to contribute to and benefit from de-
vclopment on an cqual basis,

1. Takes note of the recommendations of the Semi-

15 E/CN.6/1991/8.

4 See Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 1990,
Supf)lemcm No. S (I/1990/25), chap. I, sect. C.

Y bid., 1991, Supplement No. 6 (E/1991/26), chap. 1. sect. D.



1992/15. Women and children under apartheid

The Economic and Social Council,
Recalling its resolution 1991/20 of 30 May 1991,

Reaffirming the provisions of the Declaration on Apart-
heid and its Destructive Consequences in Southern Africa,
contained in the annex to General Assembly resolution
S-16/1 of 14 December 1989,

Taking note of General Assembly resolutions 46/79 A
to F of 13 December 1991,

Alarmed by the grave socio-economic deprivation to
which the majority of the people, especially the women and
children, are subjected as a direct consequence of apart-
heid,

Deeply concerned about the alleged State complicity in
politically motivated violence that has to date claimed
thousands of lives and has left hundreds of thousands
homeless, the majority of whom are women and children,

Noting the positive changes initiated by the South Afri-
can authorities aimed at dismantling apartheid, which were
the result of the relentless struggle waged by the people of
South Africa as well as the pressure exerted by the inter-
national comrmunity,

Noting with satisfaction the signing of the National
Peace Accord in September 19912 and the convening of
the Convention for a Democratic South Africa in Decem-
ber 1991, and expressing the hope that this will constitute
a major contribution towards a final end to the violence in
South Africa,

Welcoming the holding of the Convention for a Demo-
cratic South Africa as an attempt to resolve the problems
of South Africa by peaceful means as envisaged in the Dec-
laration on Apartheid,

Recognizing that the equality of women and men cannot
be achieved without the success of the struggle towards a
united, non-racist, non-sexist and democratic South Africa,

Aware of the attention given by the United Nations, and,
in particular, the Centre against Apartheid of the Secreta-
riat and the Division for the Advancement of Women of
the Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Af-
fairs of the Secretariat, to the issue of assisting South Af-
rican women to participate fully in the process of estab-
lishing a non-racist democracy in their country,

1. Commends those women both inside and outside
South Africa who have resisted oppression and who have
remained steadfast in their opposition to apartheid;

2. Demands the immediate unconditional release of all
political prisoners and detainees, among whom are women
and children, in accordance with the undertaking of the
South African authorities;

3. Urges those involved in the Convention for a Demo-
cratic South Africa to place high on their agenda issues
concerning women such as freedom, justice and equality,
development and the environment;

4. Also urges the South African authorities to ratify the
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimi-
nation against Women,> at the earliest possible opportu-
nity;

5. Appeals to all countries and United Nations bodies,
in conformity with General Assembly resolutions 46/79 A
to F and in consultation with liberation movements, to
increase their support for educational, health, vocational
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training and employment opportunities for women and
children living under apartheid;

6. Requests the Centre against Apartheid of the Secre-
tariat to widen and strengthen its cooperation with the Di-
vision for the Advancement of Women of the Centre for
Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs of the Sec-
retariat, with a view to creating specific prograrames of as-
sistance to South African women to enable them to partici-
pate fully in the process of transition of their country
towards a non-racist democracy;

7. Appeals to the international community to give iis
full and concerted support to the vulnerable and critical
process now under way in South Africa through a phased
application of appropriate pressures on the South African
authorities as warranted by developiments, and to provide
assistance to the opponents of apartheid and the disadvan-
taged sectors of society in order to ensure the rapid and
peaceful attainment of the objectives of the Declaration on
Apartheid and its Destructive Consequences in Southern
Africa;

8. Decides to remain seized of the issue of women and
children living under apartheid;

9. Requests the Secretary-General to submit a report on
the implementation of the present resolution to the Con-
mission on the Status of Women at its thirty-seventh ses-
sion.

40th plenary meeting
30 July 1992

1992/16. Situation of and assistance to Palestinian
women

The Economic and Social Council,

Having considered the reports of the Secretary-General*
and the notes by the Secretary-General*® concerning the
situation of Palestinian women living inside and outside
the occupied Palestinian territory,

Recalling the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the
Advancement of Women,» in particular paragraph 260
thereof,

Recalling also its resolutions 1988/25 of 26 May 1988,
1989/34 of 24 May 1989, 1990/11 of 24 May 1990 and
1991/19 of 30 May 1991,

Deeply alarmed by the deteriorating condition of Pales-
tinian women and children in the occupied Palestinian ter-
ritory, including Jerusalem, as a result of the continued
Israeli violation of Palestinian human rights, and oppres-
sive measures, including collective punishments, curfews,
demolition of houses, closure of schools and universities,
deportation, confiscation of land and settlement activities,
which are illegal and contrary to the relevant provisions of
the Geneva Convention relevant to the Protection of Civil-
ian Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949,%

1. Reaffirms that the basic improvement of the living
conditions of the Palestinian women, their advancement,
full equality and self-reliance, can only be achieved by an
end to the Israeli occupation and by the attainment of the
inalienable rights of the Palestinian people;

2. Demands that Israel, the occupying Power, accept
the de jure applicability of the Geneva Convention relevant
to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of
12 August 1949, to the occupied Palestinian territory,



including Jerusalem, and to respect the provisions of the
Convention;

3. Also demands an end to the Israeli violation of
human rights in the occupied Palestinian territory, includ-
ing an immediate halt to the Israeli settlement activities
that have harmful effects on Palestinian women and their
families;

4. Calls upor: governmental, non-governmental and in-
tergovernmental organizations, including organizations of
the United Nations system, to assist Palestinian women in
the occupied Palestinian territory in developing smali-scale
industry and creating vocational training and legal consul-
tation centres;

5. Requests the Commission on the Status of Women
to monitor the implementation of the Nairobi Forward-
looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women, in par-
ticular paragraph 260 concerning assistance to Palestinian
women;

6. Requests the Secretary-General to continue his ef-
forts in monitoring the implementation of the recommen-
dations contained in the report of the mission of experts to
Jordan and the Syrian Arab Republic to investigate the
condition of Palestinian women and children®® in order to
improve the condition of Palestinian women and children;

1. Also requests the Secretary-General to review the
situation of Palestinian women and children in the occu-
pied Palestinian territory and in the refugee camps, and to
submit a report to the Commission on the Status of Women
at its thirty-seventh session, using all available sources.

40th plenary meeting
30 July 1992

1992/17. Convention on the Elimination of All Forms
of Discrimination against Women

The Economic and Social Council,

Welcoming the fact that there are now one hundred and
twelve States parties to the Convention on the Elimination
of All Forms of Discrimination against Women,>

Noting the importance of the monitoring function of the
Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against
Women, as demonstrated most recently in its general rec-
ommendation 19 on violence against women, adopted at
its eleventh session,*

Recalling its resolution 1991/25 of 30 May 1991 and
other relevant resolutions adopted by the General Assem-
bly and the Economic and Social Council relating to sup-
port for the Committee,

Concerned that the duration of the annual session of the
Comnmittee, which is considerably less than that of other
treaty bodies, has prevented the timely consideration by the
Committee of many of the reports submitted to it by States
parties to the Convention,

Noting with concern that the Convention is the human
rights instrument with the most reservations, and welcom-
ing the decision by a number of States parties to withdraw
their reservations,

1. Supports the request of the Committee on the Elimi-
nation of Discrimination against Women for additional
meeting time and also supports the proposal that the
twelfth session of the Committee should be of three weeks’
duration;*
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2. Recommends that three weeks be allocated for each
subsequent session until the Committee removes the back-
log of reports to be censidered;

3. Strongly supports general recommendation 19 on
violence against women, adopted by the Committee at its
eleventh session, and calls on States parties to prepare their
reports in accordance with this and other general recom-
mendations of the Committee;

4. Welcomes other general recommendations adopted
by the Committee at its previous sessions;

5. Urges the Secretary-General to continue to widely
publicize the decisions and recommendations of the
Committee.

40th plenary meeting
30 July 1992

1992/18. Vielence against women in all its forms

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling its resolution 1991/18 of 30 May 1991, in
which it requested that an expert group meeting be held to
address the issue of violence against women and to discuss
the possibilities of preparing an international instrument on
this subject and the elements to be contained therein,

Bearing in mind that the Nairobi Forward-looking
Strategies for the Advancement of Women®! identify vio-
lence against women as a major obstacle to the achieve-
ment of the objectives of the United Nations Decade for
Women: Equality, Development and Peace,

Noting that, in general recommendation 19, adopted by
the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination
against Women at its eleventh session,” the Committee
recognized that gender-based violence was a form of dis-
crimination that seriously inhibited the ability of women
to enjoy rights and freedoms on a basis of equality with
men,

Noting also the response of the Committee to the report
of the Secretary-General on violence against women in all
its forms,*! the annex to which contains the recommenda-
tions and a summary of the discussion of the Expert Group
Meeting on Violence against Women, held at Vienna from
11 to 15 November 1991,

1. Calls on Governments to recognize that the elimina-
tion of violence against women is essential to the achieve-
ment of equality for women and is a requirement for the
full respect of human rights;

2. Urges Member States to adopt, strengthen and en-
force legislation prohibiting violence against women and
to take all appropriate administrative, social and educa-
tional measures to protect women from all forms of physi-
cal and mental violence, in accordance with its resolution
1991/18;

3. Calls on States parties to the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against
Women* to take the steps necessary to implement general
recommendation 19, adopted by the Committee on the
Elimination of Discrimination against Women at its
eleventh session;

4. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General on
violence against women in all its forms;*

5. Decides to convene an inter-sessional working
group of the Commission on the Status of Women, open



assistance to the opponents of apartheid and the disadvan-
taged sectors of society in order to ensure the rapid and
peaceful attainment of the objectives of the Declaration on
Apartheid and its Destructive Consequences in Southern
Africa;

7. Requests the international community to provide
financial, material and human resources to South African
women towards the establishment of special programmes
and projects geared to women’s integration and advance-
ment at the present time and in post-apartheid South
Africa;

8. Calls upon the Secretary-General to consolidate the
United Nations observer mission already deployed in
South Africa to monitor and report on the unprecedented
proportion of incidents of political and domestic violence
directed against women and children from a variety of
sources;

9. Decides that the Commission on the Status of
Women should remain seized of the question of women
and children living under apartheid;

10. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the
Commission at its thirty-eighth session a report on the
implementation of the present resolution.

43rd plenary meeting
27 July 1993

1993/14. Convention on the Elimination of All Forms
of Discrimination against Women

The Economic and Social Council,

Bearing in mind that the Convention on the Elimination
of All Forms of Discrimination against Women'® is the
most important international human rights instrument for
the promotion of equality between women and men,

Welcoming the growing number of States parties to the
Convention, which now stands at one hundred and twenty,

Noting with concern that the Convention is still the hu-
man rights instrument with the most reservations, despite
the fact that some States parties have withdrawn their res-
ervations to it,

Noting the importance of the monitoring function of the
Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against
Women, as demonstrated most recently by the Committee
at its twelfth session, at which it adopted suggestion 4 on
the World Conference on Human Rights and also adopted,
in substance, and decided to place on the provisional
agenda of its thirteenth session for final approval without
discussion, a draft general recommendation on article 16
and related articles 9 and 15 of the Convention, which
would be its contribution to the International Year of the
Family,*

Taking note of General Assembly resolution 47/94 of
16 December 1992,

Recalling its resolution 1991/25 of 30 May 1991 and
other General Assembly and Economic and Social Council
resolutions relating to support for the Committee,

Noting that the annual session of the Committee is the
shortest of all the annual sessions of the human rights
treaty bodies,

Welcoming the expressed intention of the Committee to
strengthen the analysis of country reports provided to it,
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1. Supports the request of the Committee on the Elimi-
nation of Discrimination against Women for additional
meeting time for its future sessions, as granted for its
twelfth and thirteenth sessions;

2. Welcomes suggestion 4 on the World Conference on
Human Rights, adopted by the Committee at its twelfth
session, and the draft general recommendation on article
16 and related articles 9 and 15 of the Convention,
adopted, in substance, by the Committee at that session,
both of which were submitted to the Commission on the
Status of Women at its thirty-seventh session,*' and en-
courages the Committee to continue its work in developing
detailed general recommendations;

3. Requests States parties to the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against
Women to review regularly their reservations and make
efforts to withdraw them in order to enable the full imple-
mentation of the Convention;

4. Urges the Secretary-General to continue to widely
publicize the decisions and recommendations of the Com-
mittee.

43rd plenary meeting
27 July 1993

1993/15. Situation of and assistance to Palestinian
women

The Economic and Social Council,

Having considered with appreciation the report submit-
ted by the Secretary-General on the situation of Palestinian
women in the occupied territory*? and previous reports
concerning the situation of Palestinian women inside and
outside the occupied Palestinian territory,

Recalling the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for
the Advancement of Women,'! in particular paragraph 260
thereof,

Recalling also its resolution 1992/16 of 30 July 1992
and its other relevant resolutions,

Deeply concerned about the additional suffering of
women and children living under occupation,

Expressing special concern about the tragic situation of
the Palestinian women in the occupied Palestinian terri-
tory, which has been dangerously deteriorating at all
levels,

Deeply alarmed by the deteriorating situation of Pales-
tinian women and children in the occupied Palestinian ter-
ritory, including Jerusalem, as a result of the continued
Israeli violation of Palestinian human rights and oppres-
sive measures, including collective punishments, curfews,
demolition of houses, closure of schools and universities,
mass deportation, confiscation of land and settiement ac-
tivities and denial of family unification, which are illegal
and contrary to the relevant provisions of the Geneva Con-
vention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in
Time of War, of 12 August 1949,

1. Reaffirms that for Palestinian women, equality, self-
reliance and integration in the national development plan
can be achieved only through the termination of the Israeli
occupation and the attainment of the inalienable rights of
the Palestinian people;

2. Demands that Israel, the occupying Power, accept

the de jure applicability of the Geneva Convention relative
to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of



12 August 1949, to the occupied Palestinian territory, in-
cluding Jerusalem, and to respect the provisions of the
Convention;

3. Appeals to Governments, financial organizations of
the United Nations system, non-governmental organiza-
tions and other relevant institutions to provide financial
assistance to Palestinian women towards the creation of
specific projects for them, in support of their attempts to
achieve full integration in the development process of their
society;

4. Regquests the Commission on the Status of Women
to continue monitoring the implementation of the Nairobi
Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of
Women, in particular paragraph 260 concerning assistance
to Palestinian women;

5. Requests the Secretary-General to assist in the
review of the situation of Palestinian women using all
available resources, including missions of experts to the
occupied Palestinian territory, and to submit to the
Commission, at its thirty-eighth session, a report on the
implementation of the present resolution, containing rec-
ommendations and a programme of action aimed at im-
proving the situation of Palestinian women under Israeli
occupation.

43rd plenary meeting
27 July 1993

1993/16. System-wide medium-term plan for the
advancement of women

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling its resolution 1988/59 of 27 July 1988, by
which it requested the Secretary-General, in his capacity
as Chairman of the Administrative Committee on Co-
ordination, to initiate the formulaticn of a system-wide
medium-term plan for the advancement of women for the
period 1996-2001,

Having considered the note by the Secretariat contain-
ing the proposed system-wide medium-term plan for
the advancement of women for the period 1996-2001,%

Convinced that a system-wide medium-term plan for
the advancement of women can enhance coordination
among the organizations of the United Nations system by
providing a framework for including advancement of
women in individual medium-term plans and programme
statements,

Bearing in mind the fact that the United Nations plan-
ning cycle to which the system-wide medium-term plan for
the advancement of women was matched has changed, and
that there has been a general shift to a more strategic form
of planning,

Recognizing that the Platform for Action to emerge from
the Fourth World Conference on Women: Action for
Equality, Development and Peace, to be held at Beijing
from 4 to 15 September 1995, cannot be reflected in the
system-wide medium-term plan for the advancement of
women for the period 1996-2001, which must be approved
in 1993,

1. Endorses the system-wide medium-term plan for the
advancement of women for the period 1996-2001 as a gen-
eral framework for the coordination of system-wide ef-
forts, as revised in the light of the comments set out in the
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annex to resolution 37/1 of 24 March 1993 of the Commis-
sion on the Status of Women;*

2. Requests the organizations of the United Nations
system that are preparing medium-term plans for the pe-
riod 1996-2001 to incorporate relevant aspects of the sys-
tem-wide medium-term plan for the advancement of
women in formulating their individual plans in terms of
advancement of women;

3. Also requests the organizations of the United
Nations system, when implementing the system-wide
medium-term plan for the advancement of women, to take
account of the importance of ensuring that humanitarian
relief, rehabilitation and refugee programmes provide for
the health needs of women and for their protection from
violence and sexual abuse, especially in emergency and
conflict situations;

4. Requests the Secretary-General, in his capacity as
Chairman of the Administrative Committee on Coordina-
tion, to arrange for a revision of the system-wide medium-
term plan after the Platform for Action and the results of
the second review and appraisal of the implementation of
the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advance-
ment of Women'! have been adopted by the Fourth World
Conference on Women: Action for Equality, Development
and Peace;

5. Also requests the Secrctary-General to ensure that
any revised system-wide medium-term plan for the ad-
vancement of women 1s more concise, takes account of the
changes in the United Nations planning cycle, takes a more
strategic approach, highlighting policy implications, and
includes more substantial strategies, time-frames, concrete
measures, resources and allocation of responsibility for
implementation;

6. Decides that the Commission on the Status of
Women, together with the Committee for Programme
and Coordination, should be given the responsibility for
monitoring progress on the system-wide medium-term
plan for the advancement of women and that all United
Nations entities should be held accountable for the com-
ponents of the system-wide medium-term plan for the ad-
vancement of women that fall within their areas of respon-
sibility.

43rd plenary meeting
27 July 1993

1993/17. International Research and Training Insti-

tute for the Advancement of Women

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling its tesolution 1992/21 of 30 July 1992, in
which it took note of the report of the Board of Trustees
of the International Research and Training Institute for the
Advancement of Women on its twelfth session,*

Having considered the report of the Board of Trustees
of the Institute on its thirteenth session,*’

Recognizing the important role that the Institute could
play in the substantive preparations for the Fourth World
Conference on Women: Action for Equality, Development
and Peace, to be held at Beijing from 4 to 15 September
1995,

Also recognizing the equally important contributions
that the Institute could make in its area of expertise to
activities related to the International Year of the Family,



ganizations to submit their views on an optional protocol
to the Convention, including those related to feasibility,
taking into account the elements suggested by the Commit-
tee in its suggestion 7;

6. Also requests the Secretary—General to submit to the
Commission on the Status of Women at its fortieth session a
comprehensive report, including a synthesis, on the views ex-
pressed in accordance with paragraph 5 above, if possible six
weeks prior to the commencement of the session;

7. Decides that the Commission should establish an in-
session open-ended working group for a two-week period
at its fortieth session to consider the report requested in
paragraph 6 above with a view to elaborating a draft op-
tional protocol to the Convention;

8. Once again urges all States that have not yet done
so to become parties to the Convention,;

9." Encourages States to consider limiting the extent of
any reservation they lodge to the Convention, to formulate
any reservation as precisely and as narrowly as possible,
and to ensure that no reservation is incompatible with the
object and purpose of the Convention or otherwise contrary
to international law;

10. Requests States parties to the Convention to review
their reservations regularly with a view to withdrawing
them expeditiously so that the Convention may be fully im-
plemented;

11. Also encourages States parties that are behind
schedule in submitting their periodic reports to the Com-
mittee to do so promptly, and requests the Committee to
follow up this problem,;

12. Urges the Secretary-General to continue to publicize
widely the decisions and recommendations of the Committee.

50th plenary meeting
24 July 1995

1995/30. Palestinian women

The Economic and Social Council,

Having considered with appreciation the report of the
Secretary-General on the situation of and assistance to Pal-
estinian women,®?

Recalling the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the
Advancement of Women,” in particular paragraph 260
concerning Palestinian women and children,

Recalling also Commission on the Status of Women
resolution 38/4 of 18 March 1994% and other relevant
United Nations resolutions,

Further recalling the Declaration on the Elimination of
Violence against Women®* as it concerns the protection of
civilian populations,

Welcoming the signing by the Government of the State of
Israel and the Palestine Liberation Organization of the
Declaration of Principles on Interim Self-Government
Arrangements, in Washington, on 13 September 1993, as
well as the implementation of the agreements reached be-
tween the two sides,

82 E/CN.6/1995/8.
83 See Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 1994,
Sugflement No. 7 (E/1994/27), chap. I, sect. C.
General Assembly resolution 48/104.
85 A/48/486-S/26560, annex; see Official Records of the Security
Council, Forty-eighth Year, Supplement Jfor October, November and
December 1993, document S/26560.

Deeply concerned about the continuing detetioration of
all aspects of the situation of the Palestinian women in the
occupied Palestinian territory, including Jerusalem,

Gravely concerned about the severe consequences of the
continuous Israeli illegal settlements activities, as well as
the measures which isolate Jerusalem from the West Bank
and Gaza Strip, on the situation of Palestinian women and
their families,

1. Reaffirms that the Israeli occupation constitutes a
major obstacle for Palestinian women with regard to their
advancement, self-reliance and integration in the develop-
ment plan of their society;

2. Demands that Israel, the occupying Power, comply
fully with the provisions and principles of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights,® the Regulations annexed
to the Hague Convention IV of 18 October 190737 and the
Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian
Persons in Time of War of 12 August 1949,% in order to
protect the rights of Palestinian women and their families;

3. Calls upon Israel to facilitate the return of all refu-
gee and displaced Palestinian women and children and
those who are political deportees to their homes and prop-

" erties in the occupied Palestinian territory, in compliance

with the relevant United Nations resolutions;

4. Urges Member States, international financial organ-
izations of the United Nations system, non-governmental
organizations and other relevant institutions to intensify
their efforts to provide financial and technical assistance
to Palestinian women for the creation of projects respond-
ing to their needs, especially during the transitional period;

5. Requests the Commission on the Status of Women
to continue to monitor and take action with regard to the
implementation of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies
for the Advancement of Women, in particular paragraph
260 concerning Palestinian women and children;

6. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to re-
view the situation and to assist Palestinian women by all
available means, and to submit to the Commission, at its
fortieth session, a report on the progress made in the im-
plementation of the present resolution.

5Ist plenary meeting
25 July 1995

1995/31. Rights of persons belonging to national or

ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling Commission on Human Rights resolution
1995/24 of 3 March 1995,%°

1. Decides to authorize the Subcommission on Preven-
tion of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities to es-
tablish an inter-sessional working group of the Subcom-
mission, consisting of five of its members, which shall
meet each year for five working days, initially for a three-
year period, in order to promote the rights of persons be-

86 General Assembly resolution 217 A (II1),
” 87 See Camnegie Endowment for International Peace, The Hague Con-

' ventions and Declarations of 1899 and 1907 (New York, Oxford Uni-
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versxty Press, 1915).
8 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 75, No. 973. .
39 See Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 1995,
Supplement No. 3 and corrigenda (E/1995/23 and Corr.1 and 2),
chap. II, sect. A.



3. Also endorses the proposed medium-term plan for
the period 1998-2001, bearing in mind that in its
implementation due emphasis will be given to the need for
greater selectivity and impact;

4.  Encourages the Executive Secretary to continue to
strengthen the process of renewal and reform of the
Commission in consultation with member States;

5. Requests the Executive Secretary, in close
collaboration with the Bureau of the Commission, to carry out
a revision of the work programme for the period 1996-1997,
which has become necessary to reflect the new orientation of
the Commission's work and to ensure a smooth transition in
1997 to the next medium-term plan, bearing in mind that the
revision must be within resources already approved for the
Commission by the General Assembly and must pay due
regard to the efficiency measures required to implement the
relevant decisions of the Assembly regarding the budget for
the period 1996-1997;

6. Appeals to the Secretary-General to request the
General Assembly to consider the revised work programme of
the Economic Commission for Africa in conjunction with its
review of the medium-term plan for the period 1998-2001.

40th plenary meeting
18 July 1996

1996/5. Palestinian women
The Economic and Social Council,

Having considered with appreciation the report of the
Secretary-General on the situation of and assistance to
Palestinian women,?

Recalling the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the
Advancement of Women,"” in particular paragraph 260
concerning Palestinian women and children, and the Platform
for Action adopted by the Fourth World Conference on
Women, !

Recalling also its resolution 1995/30 of 25 July 1995 and
other relevant United Nations resolutions,

Recalling further the Declaration on the Elimination of
Violence against Women'* as it concerns the protection for
civilian populations,

2 E/CN.6/1996/8.

3 Report of the World Conference to Review and Appraise the
Achievements of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace, Nairobi, 15-26 July 1985 (United Nations
publication, Sales No. E.85.1V.10), chap. I, sect. A.

14 Report of the Fourth World Conference on Women, Beijing, 4-15
September 1995 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.96.1V.13),
chap. I, resolution 1, annex II.

5 General Assembly resolution 48/104.
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Welcoming the signing by the Palestine Liberation
Organization and the Government of Israel of the Declaration
of Principles on Interim Self-Government Arrangements'® in
Washington on 13 September 1993, as well as all subsequent
agreements reached between the two parties,

Concerned about the continuing difficult situation of
Palestinian women in the occupied Palestinian territory,
including Jerusalem, and about the severe consequences of
continuous Israeli illegal settlements activities, as well as the
harsh economic conditions and other consequences for the
situation of Palestinian women and their families, resulting
from the frequent closure and isolation of the occupied
territory,

1. Recognizes the gradual, positive changes that are
taking place as a result of the implementation of the
agreements between the two parties;

2. Regffirms that the Israeli occupation continues to
constitute a major obstacle to the advancement and self-
reliance of Palestinian women and their integration in the
development planning of their society;

3. Demands that Israel, the occupying Power, comply
fully with the provisions and principles of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights,!” the Hague Conventions'® and
the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian
Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949, in order to
protect the rights of Palestinian women and their families;

4. Calls upon Israel to facilitate the return of all
refugee and displaced Palestinian women and children to their
homes and properties in the occupied Palestinian territory, in
compliance with relevant United Nations resolutions;

5.  Urges Member States, financial organizations of the
United Nations system, non-governmental organizations and
other relevant institutions to intensify their efforts to provide
financial and technical assistance to Palestinian women for the
creation of projects responding to their needs, especially
during the transitional period;

6.  Requeststhe Commission on the Status of Women
to continue to monitor and take action on the implementation
of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the
Advancement of Women, in particular paragraph 260
concerning Palestinian women and children, and the Platform
for Action of the Fourth World Conference on Women;

7. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to
review the situation and to assist Palestinian women by all

' See Official Records of the Security Council, Forty-ninth Year,
Supplement for October, November and December 1993, document
S/26560, annex.

17 General Assembly resolution 217 A (iII).

'* See Camnegie Endowment for International Peace, The Hague
Conventions and Declarations of 1899 and 1907 (New York, Oxford
University Press, 1915).

' United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 75, No. 973.



available means and to submit to the Commission on the Status
of Women at its forty-first session a report on progress made
in the implementation of the present resolution.

43rd plenary meeting
22 July 1996

1996/6. Follow-up to the Fourth World Conference on

Women
The Economic and Social Council,

Welcoming the outcome of the Fourth World Conference
on Women and the adoption of the Platform for Action of the
Conference,

Bearing in mind Economic and Social Council
resolutions 11 (II) of 21 June 1946 and 48 (IV) of 29 March
1947, by which the Council established the Commission on the
Status of Women and defined its terms of reference, and
1987/22 of 26 May 1987, by which the Council expanded the
mandate of the Commission,

Taking into account agreed conclusions 1995/1, approved
by the Council on 28 July 1995, as well as General Assembly
resolution 50/203 of 22 December 1995 on the follow-up to
the Fourth World Conference on Women and full
implementation of the Beijing Declaration®' and the Platform
for Action of the Conference, in which the Assembly invited
the Economic and Social Council to review and strengthen the
mandate of the Commission,

Acknowledging the decision of the Committee on the
Elimination of Discrimination against Women to add to its
reporting guidelines an invitation to States parties to include in
their report to the Committee information on measures taken
to implement the Platform for Action, in order to monitor
effectively, within its mandate, the rights guaranteed under the
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women,?

I

FRAMEWORK FOR THE FUNCTIONING OF THE
COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN

Recalling that the General Assembly, in resolution
50/203, decided that the Assembly, the Economic and Social
Council and the Commission on the Status of Women, in
accordance with their respective mandates and in accordance
with Assembly resolution 48/162 of 20 December 1993 and
other relevant resolutions, should constitute a three-tiered
intergovernmental mechanism that would play the primary role
in the overall policy-making and follow-up and in coordinating

% Official Records of the General Assembly, Fiftieth session,
Supplement No. 3 (A/50/3/Rev.1), chap. IlI, para. 22.

2 Report of the Fourth World Conference on Women, Beijing, 4-15
September 1995 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.96.1V.13),
chap. I, resolution 1, annex 1.

22 General Assembly resolution 34/180, annex.
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the implementation and monitoring of the Platform for Action
of the Fourth World Conference on Women, reaffirming the
need for a coordinated follow-up to and implementation of the
results of major international conferences in the economic,
social and related fields,

Convinced that the follow-up to the Fourth World
Conference on Women should be undertaken on the basis of an
integrated approach to the advancement of women within the
framework of a coordinated follow-up to and implementation
of the results of major international conferences in the
economic, social and related fields, as well as the overall
responsibilities of the General Assembly and the Economic
and Social Council,

1. Decides that the Commission on the Status of
Women shall have a catalytic role in mainstreaming a gender
perspective in policies and programmes;

2.  Decides also that the inter-agency committee on the
follow-up to the Fourth World Conference on Women,
established by the Administrative Committee on Coordination,
shall inform the Commission and the Economic and Social
Council of the progress of its work, for the purpose of system-
wide coordination, and that a gender perspective shall also be
fully integrated in the work of all thematic task forces
established by the Administrative Committee on Coordination;

3.  Decides further that the Platform for Action of the
Conference should be implemented through the work of all the
bodies and organizations of the United Nations system during
the period 1995-2000, and notes that the institutions of the
United Nations especially devoted to the advancement of
women, including the International Research and Training
Institute for the Advancement of Women and the United
Nations Development Fund for Women, are in the process of
reviewing their programmes of work in the light of the
Platform for Action and its implementation;

4. Decides, in view of the traditional importance of
non-governmental organizations in the advancement of
women, that such organizations should be encouraged to
participate in the work of the Commission and in the
monitoring and implementation process related to the
Conference to the maximum extent possible, and requests the
Secretary-General to make appropriate arrangements to ensure
full utilization of existing channels of communication with
non-governmental organizations in order to facilitate broad-
based participation and dissemination of information;

5. Decides also, in recognition of the valuable
contribution of non-governmental organizations to the Fourth
World Conference on Women, that the Council and its
Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations will review
the applications of those non-governmental organizations
under Council resolution 1296 (XLIV) of 23 May 1968 as
expeditiously as possible, and decides further that, prior to the
forty-first session of the Commission on the Status of Women,
the Council will take a decision on the participation of the non-



1997/15. Celebration of the twenty-fifth anniversar;r of
the Economic and Social Commission for
Western Asia in 1999 and the role of the
Commission in the coming century

The Econowmic and Social Council,

Recalling its resolution 1818 (LV) of 9 August 1973, by
which it established the Economic Commission for Western
Asia for the purpose of consolidating development efforts in
the region and promoting economic cooperation among the
countries of the region,™

Commending the Commission for the activities it has_

‘undertaken since its establishment in the various Tields of

economic and social development, thus supporting the

development efforts of the States members of the Commission _

and promoting cooperation among them,

1. Decides that the Meﬁty-ﬁfﬂl anniversary of the

Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia shall be _

celebrated during its twentieth session, to be held in 1999;

2.  Requests the Executive Secretary of the Economic

and Social Commission for Western Asia to take all measures =

that he deems necessary in this regard, including the
preparation of the necessary studies for the celebration of the
twenty-fifth anniversary of the Commission;

3.
the Commission t6 take this opportunity to formulate a new
vision and define the role and tasks of the Commission in line
with regional and world developments in the coming century;

4.  Also invites the Governments of the member States
to participate in this celebration at the highest level;

5.
event.

Invites the Secretary—Geheral to take part in this

34th plena meeﬁn
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1997/16. Palestinian women
The Economic and Social Council,

Having considered with appreciation the report of the
Secretary-General concerning the situation of and assistance to
Palestinian women,* : - -

Recalling the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the
Advancement of Women,*® in particular paragraph 260
concerning Palestinian women and children, and the Platform
for Action adopted by the Fourth World Conference on
Women,® : : .

Recalling also its resolution 1996/5 of 22 July

1996 and
other relevant United Nations resolutions, -

5% By its resolution 1985/69 of 26.July 1985, the Council, on the
recommendation of the Commission, decided to change the name of
“the Commission to “Economic and Social Commission for Western
Asia”.

55 B/CN.6/1997/2, sect. ILA.

56 Report of the World Conference to Review and Appraise the
Achievements of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace, Nairobi, 15-26 July 1985 (United Nations
publication, Sales No. E.85.IV.10), chap. 1, sect. A.

Invites the Governments of the States members of

] ‘ Recalling further the Declaration on the Elimination of
Violence against Women® as it concerns the protection of
civilian populations,

Aware of the signing by the Palestine Liberation
Organization and the Government of Israel, in Washington,
D.C., of the Declaration of Principles on Interim Self-
Government Arrangements on 13 September 1993 and of the
Israeli-Palestinian Interim Agreement on the West Bank and
the Gaza Strip on 28 September 1995,” within the framework
of the Middle East peace process, i

Concerned about the continuing difficult situation of

. Palestinian women in the occupied Palestinian territory,
.. including Jerusalem, and about the severe consequences of

_continuous Israeli illegal settlement activities, as well as the
-harsh economic conditions and other consequences for the
situation of Palestinian women and their families resulting
from the frequent closure and isolation of the occupied
territory,

1. Stresses its suppc;n for the Middle East peace
“process and the need for full implementation of the agreements
.already reached between the parties;

2.  Reaffirms that the Israeli occupation remains a
major obstacle for Palestinian women with regard to their
advancement, self-reliance and integration in the development

. planning of their society;

3.  Demands that Israel, the occupying Power, comply
fully with the provisions and principles of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights,® the Regulations annexed to the

_ Hague Convention IV of 18 October 1907% and the Geneva
Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in
~ Time of War of 12 August 1949,% in order to protect the rights

~ of Palestinian women and their families;

' 4. Calls upon Israel to facilitate the return of all
refugee and displaced Palestinian women and children to their
homes and properties in the occupied Palestinian territory, in

compliance with the relevant United Nations resolutions;

5.  Urges Member States, financial organizations of the
United Nations system, non-governmental organizations and
other relevant institutions to intensify their efforts to provide
financial and technical assistance to Palestinian women for the

- — creation of projects responding to their needs, especially

" during the transitional period;

6.  Requests the Commission on the Status of Women
to continue to monitor and take action with regard to the

%7 General Assembly resolution 48/1 04.

" 5% AJAB/486-S/26560, annex; see Official Records of the Security
Council, Forty-eighth Year, Supplement for October, November and
December 1993, document S/26560.

5% A/51/889~S/1997/357, annex; see Official Records of the Security
" Council, Fifty-second Year, Supplement for April, May and June

~1997, document S/1997/357.

% General Assembly resolution 217 A (III).
! See Camegie Endowment for International Peace, The Hague

" Conventions and Declarations of 1899 and 1907 (New York, Oxford

University Press; 1915).
2 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 75, No. 973.
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implementation of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for
the Advancement of Women,* in particular paragraph 260
concerning Palestinian women and children, and the Platform
for Action of the Fourth World Conference on Women;®

7. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to
review the situation and to assist Palestinian women by all
available means, and to submit to the Commission on the
Status of Women at its forty-second session a report on the
progress made in the implementation of the present resolution.

361h plenary meetin
P ZI’}uly 199%

1997/17. Agreed conclusions of the Commission on the
Status of Women on the critical areas of concern
identified in the Platform for Action of the
Fourth World Conference on Women

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling General Assembly resolutions 50/203 of
22 December 1995 and 51/69 of 12 December 1996 on the
follow-up to the Fourth World Conference on Women and full
implementation of the Beijing Declaration® and the Platform
for Action® of the Conference,

Recalling also Economic and Social Council resolution
1996/6 of 22 July 1996 on the follow-up to the Fourth World
Conference on Women, by which a multi-year programme of
work for the Commission on the Status of Women was
adopted as a framework for assessing the progress achieved in
the implementation of the Platform for Action,

Noting that the Commission at its forty-first session
reviewed progress achieved in the implementation of the
Platform for Action in the critical areas of concern: women
and the environment, women in power and decision-making,
women and the economy and the education and training of
women, and proposed ways and means to accelerate
implementation in those four areas,*

1. Takes note of the r%ort of the Secretary-General on
thematic issues before the Commission on the Status of
Women® and the recommendations contained therein;

2. Calls upon Governments, United Nations agencies
and bodies and o‘.{:er international organizations, non-govern-
mental organizations and civil society to cooperate in im-
plementing the strategies adopted at the Fourth World
Conference on Women and other recent international
conferences;

3. Calls upon Governments, the United Nations system
and other international organizations to mainstream a gender
perspective into all policies and programmes, while
maintaining institutional arrangements to carry out research
and develop methodologies and tools for mainstreaming, and
to advocate gender equality and the enjoyment by women of
their human rights;

®  Report of the Fourth World Conference on Women, Beijing,
4-15 September 1995 (United Nations publication, Sales
No. E.96.1V.13), chap. I, resolution 1, annex .

# See Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 1997,
Supplement No. 7 (E/1997/27), chap. 11.

“ E/CN.6/1997/3.
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4.  Endorses the agreed conclusions of the Commission
on the Status of Women on women and the environment,
women in power and decision-making, women and the
economy and the education and training of women.%

36th plenary mectin
P 21’}uly 199§

1997/18. International Year of Older Persons: towards a
society for all ages

The Economic and Social Council

Recommends to the General Assembly the adoption of the
following draft resolution:

“The General Assembly,

“Recalling its resolution 47/5 of 16 October 1992,
in which it decided to observe the year 1999 as the
International Year of Older Persons,

“Recalling also its resolution 40/30 of
29 November 1985, in which it expressed its conviction
that older persons must be considered an important and
necessary element in the development process at all
levels within a given society,

“Mindful of the need to promote adherence to the
United Nations Principles for Older Persons, as adopted
in its resolution 46/91 of 16 December 1991,

“Recalling Economic and Social Council resolution
1993/22 of 27 July 1993, in which the Council invited
Member States to strengthen their national mechanisms
on ageing, inter alia, to enable them to serve as national
focal points for the preparations for and observance of
the Year,

“Recalling also the relevant provisions of the
Copenbagen Declaration on Social Development® and the
Programme of Action’ of the World Summit for Social
Development, the Programme of Action of the
International Conference on Population and
Development® and the Vienna Declaration and
Pro%rammc of Action, adopted by the World Conference
on Human Rights, held at Vienna from 14 to 25 June
1993, as well as of the Beijing Declaration® and the
Platform for Action® of the F oun% World Conference on
Women and the Habitat Agenda, adopted by the second
United Nations Conference on Human Settlements
(Habig.t II), held at Istanbul, Turkey, from 3 to 14 June
1996,

“Keeping in mind that the ageing of societies in the
twentieth century, unprecedented in the history of
humankind, is a major challenge for all societies and
requires a fundamental change in the way in which
societies organize themselves and view older persons,

“l. Encourages all States, the United Nations
system and all other actors, in reaching out for a future
society for all ages, to take advantage of the International
Year of Older Persons to increase awareness of the

% See Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 1997,
Supplement No. 7 (B/1997/27), chap. |, sect. C.1.

" AJCONF.157/24 (Part I, chap. 111




7.  Requests the Secretary-General to ensure that
reports of future gender missions are made available to the
Commission on the Status of Women.

44th plenary meetin,
28?ul 199§

1998/10. Palestinian women
The Economic and Social Council,

Having considered with appreciation the report of the
Secretary-General concerning the situation of Palestinian
women and assistance provided by organizations of the United
Nations system,*

Recalling the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the
Advancement of Women,” in particular paragraph 260
concerning Palestinian women and children, and the Platform
for Action adopted at the Fourth World Conference on
Women,?

Recalling also its resolution 1997/16 of 21 July 1997 and
other relevant United Nations resolutions,

Recalling further the Declaration on the Elimination of
Violence against Women® as it concerns the protection of
civilian populations,

Concerned about the stalemate facing the Middle East
peace process, including the lack of implementation of the
agreements reached in Washington, D.C., between the
Palestine Liberation Organization and the Government of
Israel, and the deterioration of the socio-economic conditions
of the Palestinian people as a result of the Israeli positions and
measures,

Concerned also about the continuing difficult situation of
Palestinian women in the occupied Palestinian territory,
including Jerusalem, and about the severe consequences of
continuous illegal Israeli settlement activities as well as the
harsh economic conditions and other consequences for the
situation of Palestinian women and their families resulting
from the frequent closures and isolation of the occupied
territory,

1. Stresses its support for the Middle East peace
process and the need for speedy and full implementation of the
agreements already reached between the parties;

2. Reaffirms that the Isracli occupation remains a
major obstacle for Palestinian women with regard to their
advancement, self-reliance and integration into the
development planning of their society;

3. Demands thatIsrael, the occupying Power, comply
fully with the provisions and principles of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights,” the Regulations annexed to
The Hague Convention IV of 18 October 1907°° and the
Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian

** E/CN.6/1998/2/Add.2.
* See General Assembly resolution 48/104.

% See Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, The Hague
Conventions and Declarations of 1899 and 1907 (New Y ork, Oxford
University Press, 1915).
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Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949,* in order to
protect the rights of Palestinian women and their families;

4.  Calls upon Israel to facilitate the return of all
refugee and displaced Palestinian women and children to their
homes and properties in the occupied Palestinian territory, in
compliance with relevant United Nations resolutions;

5. Urges Member States, financial organizations of
the United Nations system, non-governmental organizations
and other relevant institutions to intensify their efforts to
provide financial and technical assistance to Palestinian
women for the creation of projects responding to their needs,
especially during the transitional period;

6.  Requests the Commission on the Status of Women
to continue to monitor and take action with regard to the
implementation of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for
the Advancement of Women,® in particular paragraph 260
concerning Palestinian women and children, and the Platform
for Action of the Fourth World Conference on Women;?

7.  Requests the Secretary-General to continue to
review the situation and to assist Palestinian women by all
available means and to submit to the Commission on the Status
of Women at its forty-third session a report on the progress
made in the implementation of the present resolution.

44th plenary meetin
P 28?uly 199§

1998/11. Mid-term review of the system-wide medium-
term plan for the advancement of women,
1996-2001, including the status of women in the

Secretariat
The Economic and Social Council,

Reaffirming the revised system-wide medium-term plan
for the advancement of women, 1996-2001,** and the
comments of the Commission on the Status of Women
contained in Commission resolution 40/10 of 22 March 1996
and the annex thereto,

Noting with concern that a number of obstacles have been
encountered in the implementation of the plan,

1.  Welcomes the report of the Secretary-General on
the mid-term review of the implementation of the system-wide
medium-term plan for the advancement of women,
1996-2001,* and endorses the recommendations contained
therein;

2. Urges the Secretary-General to ensure that the
obstacles encountered in the implementation of the plan are
dealt with effectively, in particular through heightened
accountability at all levels, especially that of senior manager,
and by including the necessary training, where appropriate;

*! United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 75, No. 973.
32 See E/1996/16.

* See Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 1996,
Supplement No. 6 (E/1996/26), ¢hap. I, sect. C.2.

* E/CN.6/1998/3.




(c) Respect for the equal right of women to work and
their reintegration in employment;

(d) The equal right of women and girls to education
without discrimination, the reopening of schools and the
admission of women and girls to all levels of education;

(e) Respectfor the right of women to security of person
and that those responsible for physical attacks on women are
brought to justice;

(/) Respect for freedom of movement for women;

(g) Respect for the equal access of women and girls to
health care;

5. Encourages the continuing efforts of the United
Nations, international and non-govemmental organizations and
donors to ensure that all United Nations-assisted programmes
in Afghanistan are formulated and coordinated in such a way
as to promote and to ensure the participation of women in
those programmes and that women benefit equally with men
from such programmes;

6. Appeals to all States and to the international
community to ensure that all humanitarian assistance to the
people of Afghanistan, in conformity with the Strategic
Framework for Afghanistan, is based on the principle of
non-discrimination, integrates a gender perspective, and
actively attempts to promote the participation of both women
and men and to promote peace and respect for human rights
and fundamental freedoms;

7. Urges States to continue to give special attention to
the promotion and protection of the human rights of women in
Afghanistan and to mainstream a gender perspective into all
aspects of their policies and actions related to Afghanistan;

8.  Welcomes the establishment of the positions of
Gender Adviser and Human Rights Adviser at the United
Nations Office of the Resident Coordinator for Afghanistan, in
order to ensure more effective consideration and
implementation of human rights and gender concerns in all
United Nations programmes within Afghanistan, taking into
account the recommendations contained in the report of the
United Nations Inter-Agency Gender Mission to Afghanistan®
led by the Special Adviser to the Secretary-General on Gender
Issues and Advancement of Women in November 1997;

9. Urges the Secretary-General to ensure that all
United Nations activities in Afghanistan are carried out
according to the principle of non-discrimination against
women and girls, and that a gender perspective and special
attention to the human rights of women and girls are fully
incorporated into the work of the Civil Affairs Unit established
within the United Nations Special Mission to Afghanistan,
including the training and selection of staff;

10. Stresses the importance of the Special Rapporteur
of the Commission on Human Rights on the situation of
human rights in Afghanistan giving special attention to the
human rights of women and girls and fully incorporating a
gender perspective in his work;

11.  Appeals to States and the international community
to implement the recommendations of the United Nations
Inter-Agency Gender Mission to Afghanistan under the
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leadership of the Special Adviser to the Secretary-General on
Gender Issues and Advancement of Women;

12.  Urges all Afghan factions, in particular the Taliban,
to ensure the safety and protection of all United Nations and
humanitarian workers in Afghanistan and to allow them,
regardless of gender, to carry out their work unhindered.

43rd plenary meetin
28 July 199

1999/15. Palestinian women
The Economic and Social Council,

Having considered with appreciation the section
concerning the situation of Palestinian women and assistance
provided by organizations of the United Nations system of the
report of the Secretary-General”® on follow-up to and
implementation of the Beijing Declaration® and the Platform
for Action” adopted by the Fourth World Conference on
Women,

Recalling the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the
Advancement of Women,” in particular paragraph 260
concerning Palestinian women and children, and the Beijing
Platform for Action,

Recalling also its resolution 1998/10 of 28 July 1998 and
other relevant United Nations resolutions,

Recalling further the Declaration on the Elimination of
Violence against Women®' as it concerns the protection of
civilian populations,

Gravely concerned at the suspension, on 20 December
1998, by the Government of Israel of the implementation of
the Wye River Memorandum, signed in Washington, D.C., on
23 October 1998, including the negotiations on the final
settlement which were to have been concluded by May 1999,

Concerned about the continuing difficult situation of
Palestinian women in the Occupied Palestinian Territory,
including Jerusalem, and about the severe consequences of
continuous illegal Israeli settlement activities, as well as the
harsh economic conditions and other consequences for the
situation of Palestinian women and their families resulting
from the frequent closures and isolation of the occupied
territory,

1. Stresses its support for the Middle East peace
process and the need for speedy and full implementation of the
agreements already reached between the parties;

2. Affirms that in spite of the actual deterioration of the
Middle East peace process as a result of the lack of compliance
by the Government of Israel with the existing agreements,
increased efforts must be exerted to bring the peace process
back on track towards the achievement of a just,
comprehensive and lasting peace in the region and the

» E/CN.6/1999/2, sect. IV.A.

% Report of the World Conference to Review and Appraise the
Achievements of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace, Nairobi, 15-26 July 1985 (United Nations
publication, Sales No. E.85.1V.10), chap. I, sect. A.

*' See General Assembly resolution 48/104.



achievement of tangible results towards the improvement of
the situation of Palestinian women and their families;

3. Reaffirms that the Israeli occupation remains a
major obstacle for Palestinian women with regard to their
advancement, self-reliance and integration into the
development planning of their society;

4.  Demands that Israel, the occupying Power, comply
fully with the provisions and prmc1ples of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights,'” the Regulations annexed to
The Hague Convention IV, of 18 October 1907* and the
Geneva Convention relatlve to the Protection of Civilian
Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949,” in order to
protect the rights of Palestinian women and their families;

S.  Calls upon Israel to facilitate the return of all
refugee and displaced Palestinian women and children to their
homes and properties in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, in
compliance with the relevant United Nations resolutions;

6.  Urges Member States, financial organizations of the
United Nations system, non-governmental organizations and
other relevant institutions to intensify their efforts to provide
financial and technical assistance to Palestinian women for the
creation of projects responding to their needs, especially
during the transitional period;

7.  Requests the Commission on the Status of Women
to continue to monitor and take action with regard to the
implementation of the Nairobi Forward—lookmg Strategies for
the Advancement of Women,” in particular paragraph 260
concerning Palestmlan women and children, and the Beijing
Platform for Action;'

8.  Requests the Secretary-General to continue to
review the situation and to assist Palestinian women by all
available means and to submit to the Commission on the Status
of Women at its forty-fourth session a report on the progress
made in the implementation of the present resolution.

43rd plenary meetin
28 July 199

1999/16. System-wide medium-term plan for the

advancement of women, 2002-2005
The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling its resolution 1996/34 of 25 July 1996 on the
system-wide medium-term plan for the advancement of
women, 1996-2001, in which it called for a new draft plan to
cover the period 2002-2005,

Considering that the new draft plan should take into
consideration the outcome of the special session of the General
Assembly on progress achlcved in the unplementatlon of the
Beijing Platform for Action,”

1. Invites the Secretary-General, in his capacity as
Chairman of the Administrative Committee on Coordination,
to formulate the plan for the period 2002-2005 in two phases,
a first phase consisting of an assessment of activities

*2 See Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, The Hague
Conventions and Declarations of 1899 and 1907 (New York, Oxford
University Press, 1915).
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undertaken by the United Nations system and of the obstacles
encountered and lessons learned from the present plan and the
system-wide process of implementation, and a second phase
consisting of a new plan that reflects the growing emphasis on
action and delivery;

2. Decides that the assessment should be submitted to
the Economic and Social Council through the Commission on
the Status of Women in 2000 and that the new plan for the
period 2002-2005 should be submitted to the Council through
the Commission in 2001.

43rd plenary meetin
28 July 199

1999/17. Agreed conclusions of the Commission on the
Status of Women on the critical areas of concern
of the Beijing Platform for Action

The Economic and Social Council

Endorses the following agreed conclusions adopted by
the Commission on the Status of Women with respect to the
two critical areas of concern addressed by the Commission at
its forty-third session:

I. WOMEN AND HEALTH
The Commission on the Status of Women

1. Reaffirms the Beijing Platform for Action,’' adopted
by the Fourth World Conference on Women, notably chapter
IV.C on women and health, the Programme of Action of the
International Conference on Population and Development’
and the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women;*

2. Recalls the Constitution of the World Health
Organization, which states that health is a state of complete
physical, mental and social well-being and not merely the
absence of disease or infirmity; that the enjoyment of the
highest attainable standard of health is one of the fundamental
rights of every human being without distinction of race,
religion, political belief, economic or social condition; and that
the health of all peoples is fundamental to the attainment of
peace and security and is dependent upon the fullest
cooperation of individuals and States;

3. Requests States parties to the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women to
consider, when preparing their initial and periodic reports
under the Convention, including on article 12, general
recommendations of the Committee on the Elimination of
Discrimination against Women;

4.  Acknowledges thatthe realization by women of their
right to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of
physical and mental health is an integral part of the full
realization by them of all human rights, and that the human
rights of women and of the girl child are an inalienable,
integral and indivisible part of universal human rights;

5.  Also acknowledges the link between the physical
and mental health of women throughout the life cycle and the
level of national development, including the availability of
basic social services such as health services, the status and
degree of empowerment of women in society, employment and



Resolutions and Decisions of the Economic and Social Council

including the method for selection of its members, shall be
carried out by the Council in the light of the experience gained;

8. Also decides, once the Permanent Forum has been
established and has held its first annual session, to review,
without prejudging any outcome, all existing mechanisms,
procedures and programmes within the United Nations
concerning indigenous issues, including the Working Group on
Indigenous Populations of the Subcommission on the
Promotion and Protection of Human Rights, with a view to
rationalizing activities, avoiding duplication and overlap and
promoting effectiveness.

45th plenary meeting
28 July 2000

2000/23. Situation of and assistance to Palestinian women
The Economic and Social Council,

Having considered with appreciation the section
concerning the situation of Palestinian women and assistance
provided by organizations of the United Nations system of the
report of the Secretary-General’” on follow-up to and
implementation of the Beijing Declaration® and Platform for
Action®’ adopted at the Fourth World Conference on Women,

Recalling the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the
Advancement of Women,® in particular paragraph 260
concerning Palestinian women and children, and the Beijing
Platform for Action,

Recalling also its resolution 1999/15 of 28 July 1999 and
other relevant United Nations resolutions,

Recalling further the Declaration on the Elimination of
Violence against Women® as it concems the protection of
civilian populations,

Stressing the need for full implementation of the
Memorandum signed at Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt, on
4 September 1999 and full compliance with the existing
agreements, as well as the need for the conclusion of the final
settlement by the agreed time of September 2000,

Concerned about the continuing difficult situation of
Palestinian women in the occupied Palestinian territory,
including Jerusalem, and about the severe consequences of
continuous illegal Tsraeli settlement activities, as well as the
harsh economic conditions and other consequences for the
situation of Palestinian women and their families resulting from
the frequent closures and isolation of the occupied territory,

7 E/CN.6/2000/2, sect. TILA.

# Report of the World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements
of the United Nations Decade for Women: FEquality. Development and
Peace, Natrobi, 15-26July 1985 (United Nations publication, Sales
No. E.85.1V.10), chap. I, sect. A.

1. Calls upon the concemed parties, as well as the
entire international community, to exert all the necessary efforts
to ensure the continuity and success of the peace process and its
conclusion by the agreed time of September 2000 and the
achievement of tangible progress in the improvement of the
situation of Palestinian women and their families;

2. Reaffirms that the Israeli occupation remains a major
obstacle for Palestinian women with regard to their
advancement, self-reliance and integration in the development
planning of their society;

3. Demands that Israel, the occupying Power, comply
fully with the provisions and principles of the Universal
Declaration of Humnan Rights*' the Regulations annexed to
The Hague ConventionIV, of 18 October 1907% and the
Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian
Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949,39 in order to protect
the rights of Palestinian women and their families;

4.  Calls upon Israel to facilitate the retum of all
refugees and displaced Palestinian women and children to their
homes and properties, in compliance with the relevant United
Nations resolutions;

5. Urges Member States, financial organizations of the
United Nations system, non-governmental organizations and
other relevant institutions to intensify their efforts to provide
financial and technical assistance to Palestinian women,
especially during the transitional period;

6.  Requests the Commission on the Status of Women
to continue to monitor and take action with regard to the
implementation of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for
the Advancement of Women,® in particular paragraph 260
concerning Palestinian women and children, and the Beijing
Platform for Action;® 7

7.  Requests the Secretary-General to continue to
review the situation and to assist Palestinian women by all
available means, and to submit to the Commission on the Status
of Women at its forty-fifth session a report on the progress made
in the implementation of the present resolution.

45th plenary meeting
28 July 2000

2000/24. Revitalization and strengthening of the
International Research and Training Institute
for the Advancement of Women

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling its resolution 1979/11 of 9 May 1979, in which
it recommended that the International Research and Training

% See Camegie Endowment for Imternational Peace, The Hague
Conventions and Declarations of 1899 and 1907 (New York, Oxford
University Press, 1915).
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Resolutions

Substantive session of 2001

2001/1.  Triennial policy review of operational activities

for development of the United Nations system
The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling the United Nations Millennium Declaration,'
which sets out priorities and goals to be reached by the
international community up to the year 2015,

Recalling also General Assembly resolutions 47/199 of
22 December 1992, 50/120 of 20 December 1995 and 53/192 of
15 December 1998 on the triennial policy review of operational
activities for development of the United Nations system,

Recalling further its resolutions 1999/5 and 1999/6 of
23 July 1999 and 2000/19 and 2000/20 of 28 July 2000,

Having considered the reports of the Secretary-General on the
triennial policy review of operational activities for development of the
United Nations system” and on progress in the implementation of
the multi-year funding frameworks and evaluation of the United
Nations Development Assistance F mmozwoﬂc,3

1.  Requests the Secretary-General, when finalizing his
report on the triennial policy review for submission to the
General Assembly at its fifty-sixth session, to take into account
the views and comments expressed by Member States during
the operational activities segment of the substantive session of
2001 of the Economic and Social Council and to make
appropriate recommendations;

2. Also requests the Secretary-General, when finalizing
his report on the triennial policy review, to provide an analysis
of the current state of the implementation of resolution 53/192
and other related resolutions on operational activities;

3. Invites the Secretary-General, in accordance with
the coordination, guidance and oversight roles of the Council in
the implementation by the United Nations system of the
triennial policy review of operational activities, to make
recommendations, when finalizing his report on the triennial
policy review, on the possible themes that could be discussed at
the substantive sessions of 2002 and 2003 of the Council, taking
into account the necessary preparatory work for the following
triennial policy review.

21st plenary meeting
10 July 2001

" See General Assembly resolution 55/2.
* E/2001/66.
* E/2001/58 and Add.1 and 2.

2001/2.  Situation of and assistance to Palestinian women

The Economic and Social Council,

Having considered with appreciation section IILA conceming
the situation of Palestinian women and assistance provided by
organizations of the United Nations system, contained in the report
of the Secretary-General® on follow-up to and implementation of
the Beijing Declaration® and Platform for Action,’

Recalling the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the
Advancement of Women,’ in particular paragraph 260
concerning Palestinian women and children, the Beijing
Platform for Action adopted at the Fourth World Conference on
Wormen, and the outcome of the twenty-third special session of
the General Assembly, entitled “Women 2000: gender

equality, development and peace for the twenty-first century”,?

Recalling also its resolution 2000/23 of 28 July 2000 and
other relevant United Nations resolutions,

Recalling further the Declaration on the Elimination of
Violence against Women®’ as it concems the protection of
civilian populations,

Stressing the need for compliance with the existing Israeli-
Palestinian agreements concluded within the context of the
Middle East peace process and the need to resume peace
negotiations, as soon as possible, in order to reach a final settlement,

Concerned about the deterioration of the situation of
Palestinian women in the Occupied Palestinian Territory,
including Jerusalem, and about the severe consequences of
continuous illegal Israeli settlements activities as well as the
harsh economic conditions and other consequences for the
situation of Palestinian women and their families, resulting from
the frequent closures and isolation of the occupied termitory,

Expressing its condemnation of acts of violence,
especially the excessive use of force against Palestinians,
resulting in injury and loss of human life,

4 E/CN.6/2001/2.

S Report of the Fourth World Conference on Women, Beijing.
4-15 September 1995 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.96.IV.13),
chap. [, resolution 1, annex I.

¢ Ibid., annex II.

7 Report of the World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements
of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and
Peace, Nairobi, [5-26July 1985 (United Nations publication, Sales
No. E.85.1V.10), chap. I, sect. A.

® See General Assembly resolutions $-23/2 and S-23/3.
? See General Assembly resolution 48/104.
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Resolutions

1.  Calls upon the concemed parties, as well as the
entire international community, to exert all the necessary efforts
to ensure the immediate resumption of the peace process on its
agreed basis, taking into account the common ground already
gained, and calls for measures for tangible improvements in the
difficult situation on the ground and in the living conditions
faced by Palestinian women and their families;

2. Reqffirms that the Israeli occupation remains a
major obstacle for Palestinian women with regard to their
advancement, self-reliance and integration into the development
planning of their society;

3. Demands that Israel, the occupying Power, comply
fully with the provisions and principles of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights,'® the Regulations annexed to the
Hague Convention IV, of 18 October 1907'" and the Geneva
Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in
Time of War, of 12 August 1949, in order to protect the rights
of Palestinian women and their families;

4.  Calls upon Israel to facilitate the return of all
refugees and displaced Palestinian women and children to their
homes and properties, in compliance with the relevant United
Nations resolutions;

5. Urges Member States, financial organizations of the
United Nations system, non-governmental organizations and
other relevant institutions to intensify their efforts to provide
financial and technical assistance to Palestinian women,
especially during the transitional period;

6.  Requests the Commission on the Status of Women
to continue to monitor and take action with regard to the
implementation of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for
the Advancement of Women, in particular paragraph 260
conceming Palestinian women and children, the Beijing Platform
for Action,® and the outcome of the twenty-third special session of
the General Assembly, entitled “Women 2000: gender equality,
development and peace for the twenty-first century”;*

7.  Requests the Secretary-General to continue to
review the situation and to assist Palestinian women by all
available means, and to submit to the Commission on the Status
of Women at its forty-sixth session a report on the progress
made in the implementation of the present resolution.

39th plenary meeting
24 July 2001

' General Assembly resolution 217 A (HI).
"'See Camegic Endowment for International Peace, The Hague

Conventions and Declarations of 1899 and 1907 (New York, Oxford
University Press, 1915).

'2 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 75, No. 973.
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2001/3.  Discrimination against women and girls in
Afghanistan

The Economic and Social Council,

Guided by the Charter of the United Nations, the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights,'® the International
Covenants on Human Rights,l3 the Convention against Torture
and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment,'* the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms
of Discrimination against Women,'® the Declaration on the
Elimination of Violence against Women,9 the Convention on the
Rights of the Child'® and the optional protocols thereto on the
involvement of children in armed conflict'” and on the sale of
children, child prostitution and child pomography,'® the Beijing
Declaration’ and Platform for Action,® the further actions and
initiatives to implement the Beijing Declaration and Platform
for Action, adopted by the General Assembly at its twenty-third
special session,lg accepted humanitarian rules as set out in the
Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949%° and other
instruments of human rights and international law,

Recalling that Afghanistan is party to the Convention on
the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide,”' the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,” the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rjghts,13 the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel,
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, the
Convention on the Rights of the Child and the Geneva
Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in
Time of War,"” and that it has signed the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women,

Reaffirming that all States have an obligation to promote
and protect human rights and fundamental freedoms and to
fulfil the obligations they have freely undertaken under the
various international instruments,

Welcoming the substantive report of the Secretary-General
to the Commission on the Status of Women on the situation of
women and girls in Afghanistan, and the conclusions contained
therein, including the need to monitor and evaluate the
promotion and protection of the human rights of women and
girls who reside in all areas of Afghanistan,”

13 General Assembly resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex.
' General Assembly resolution 39/46, annex.

'* General Assembly resolution 34/180, annex.

' General Assembly resolution 44/25, annex.

' General Assembly resolution 54/263, annex 1.

'8 Ibid., annex I1.

1% General Assembly resolution S-23/3, annex.

2 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 75, Nos. 970-973.
2! General Assembly resolution 260 A (III).
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2002/25. Situation of and assistance to Palestinian women
The Economic and Social Council,

Having considered with appreciation the report of the
Secretary-General on the situation of and assistance to
Palestinian women,®®

Recalling the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the
Advancement of Women,”” in particular paragraph 260
concemning Palestinian women and children, the Beijing
Platform for Action” adopted at the Fourth World Conference
on Women, and the outcome of the twenty-third special session
of the General Assembly, entitled “Women 2000: gender

equality, development and peace for the twenty-first century”,*’

Recalling also its resolution 2001/2 of 24 July 2001 and
other relevant United Nations resolutions,

Recalling further the Declaration on the Elimination of
Violence against Women® as it concems the protection of
civilian populations,

Stressing the need for compliance with the existing Israeli-
Palestinian agreements concluded within the context of the
Middle East peace process and the need to resume peace
negotiations, as soon as possible, in order to reach a final
settlement,

Concerned about the continuing dangerous deterioration
of the situation of Palestinian women in the Occupied
Palestinian Territory, including Jerusalem, and about the severe
consequences of continuous illegal Israeli settlements activities
as well as the harsh economic conditions and other
consequences for the situation of Palestinian women and their
families, resulting from the frequent closures and isolation of
the occupied territory,

Expressing its condemnation of acts of violence,
especially the excessive use of force against Palestinians, many
of them women and children, resulting in injury and loss of
human life,

1. Calls upon the concerned parties, as well as the
international community, to exert all the necessary efforts to
ensure the immediate resumption of the peace process on its
agreed basis, taking into account the common ground already
gained, and calls for measures for tangible improvements in the
difficult situation on the ground and the living conditions faced
by Palestinian women and their families;

2. Reaffirms that the Israeli occupation remains a major
obstacle for Palestinian women with regard to their

8 E/CN.6/2002/3.

¥ Report of the World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements
of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and
Peace, Nuirobi, 15-26July 1985 (United Nations publication, Sales
No. E.85.1V.10), chap. I, sect. A.
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advancement, self-reliance and integration into the development
planning of their society;

3. Demands that Israel, the occupying Power, comply
fully with the provisions and principles of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights," the Regulations annexed to the
Hague Convention IV, of 18 October 1907*° and the Geneva
Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in
Time of War, of 12 August 1949,”" in order to protect the rights
of Palestinian women and their families;

4. Calls upon Israel to facilitate the return of all
refugees and displaced Palestinian women and children to their
homes and properties, in compliance with the relevant United
Nations resolutions;

5. Urges Member States, financial organizations of the
United Nations system, non-governmental organizations and
other relevant institutions to intensify their efforts to provide
financial and technical assistance to Palestinian women,
especially during the transitional period;

6.  Requests the Commission on the Status of Women
to continue to monitor and take action with regard to the
implementation of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for
the Advancement of Women,® in particular paragraph 260
concerning Palestinian women and children, the Beijing
Platform for Action,”® and the outcome of the twenty-third
special session of the General Assembly, entitled “Women
2000: gender equality, development and peace for the twenty-
first century”;*

7. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to
review the situation and to assist Palestinian women by all
available means, and to submit to the Commission on the Status
of Women at its forty-seventh session a report on the progress
made in the implementation of the present resolution.

38th plenary meeting
24 July 2002

2002/26. Further promotion of equalization of
opportunities by, for and with persons with
disabilities and protection of their human rights

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling the purposes and principles of the Charter of the
United Nations, and reaffirming the obligations contained in the
relevant human rights instruments, including the Convention on
the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against
Women®™ and the Convention on the Rights of the Child,**

*See Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, The Hague
Conventions and Declarations of 1899 and 1907 (New York, Oxford
University Press, 1915).

°! United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 75, No. 973.
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groups at risk of abusing narcotic drugs and psychotropic
substances,

Concerned also about the trend towards the development
of lenient policies relating to cannabis and other drugs that are
not in accordance with international drug control treaties and
about the fact that such trends may have a negative impact on
efforts being made to eradicate cannabis cultivation and to
combat drug trafficking,

1. Invites the International Narcotics Control Board to
continue to monitor and report on the application of the
international drug control treaties by Member States with regard
to cannabis and other drugs;

2. Requests the United Nations International Drug
Control Programme, in collaboration with the World Health
Organization, to report on new trends with regard to cannabis.

44th plenary meeting
22 July 2003

2003/42. Situation of and assistance to Palestinian women

The Economic and Social Council,

Having considered with appreciation the report of the
Secretary-General,”®

Recalling the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the
Advancement of Women, > in particular paragraph 260
concerning Palestinian women and children, the Beijing
Platform for Action adopted at the Fourth World Conference on
Women'? and the outcome of the twenty-third special session
of the General Assembly entitled “Women 2000: gender

equality, development and peace for the twenty-first century”,'""

Recalling also its resolution 2002/25 of 24 July 2002 and
other relevant United Nations resolutions,

Recalling further the Declaration on the Elimination of
Violence against Women'®” as it concerns the protection of
civilian populations,

Expressing the urgent need for the resumption of
negotiations within the Middle East peace process on its agreed
basis and towards the speedy achievement of a final settlement
between the Palestinian and Israeli sides,

% E/CN.6/2003/3.

9 Report of the World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements
of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace,
Nairobi, 15-26July 1985 (United Nations publication, Sales
No. E.85.1V.10), chap. I, sect. A.

' Report of the Fourth World Conference on Women, Beijing,
4—15 September 1995 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.96.1V.13),
chap. I, resolution 1, annex IL.

1% See General Assembly resolutions S-23/2 and S-23/3.

12 See General Assembly resolution 48/104.

Concerned about the grave deterioration of the situation of
Palestinian women in the Occupied Palestinian Territory,
including East Jerusalem, and about the severe consequences of
continuous illegal Israeli settlement activities as well as the
harsh economic conditions and other severe consequences of
the continuing Israeli attacks and sieges on Palestinian cities,
towns, villages and refugee camps, which has resulted in the
dire humanitarian crisis being faced by Palestinian women and
their families,

Expressing its condemnation of all acts of violence,
including all acts of terror, provocation, incitement and
destruction, especially the excessive use of force against
Palestinian civilians, many of them women and children,
resulting in injury and loss of human life,

1. Calls upon the concerned parties, as well as the
international community, to exert all the necessary efforts to
ensure the immediate resumption of the peace process on its
agreed basis, taking into account the common ground already
gained, and calls for measures for tangible improvement of the
difficult situation on the ground and the living conditions faced
by Palestinian women and their families;

2. Reaffirms that the Israeli occupation remains a major
obstacle for Palestinin women with regard to their
advancement, self-reliance and integration in the development
planning of their society;

3. Demands that Israel, the occupying Power, comply
fully with the provisions and principles of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights,'” the Regulations annexed to
The Hague Convention IV, of 18 October 1907'* and the
Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian
Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949,'” in order to
protect the rights of Palestinian women and their families;

4.  Calls upon Israel to facilitate the return of all
refugees and displaced Palestinian women and children to their
homes and properties, in compliance with the relevant United
Nations resolutions;

5. Calls upon the international community to continue
to provide urgently needed assistance and services in an effort to
alleviate the dire humanitarian crisis being faced by Palestinian
women and their families and to help in the reconstruction of
relevant Palestinian institutions;

6.  Requests the Commission on the Status of Women
to continue to monitor and take action with regard to the
implementation of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for

1% General Assembly resolution 217 A (III).

' See Camegic Endowment for International Peace, The Hague

Conventions and Declarations of 1899 and 1907 (New York, Oxford
University Press, 1915).
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the Advancement of Women,” in particular paragraph 260
concerning Palestinian women and children, the Beijing
Platform for Action'® and the outcome of the twenty-third
special session of the General Assembly entitled “Women 2000:
gender equality, development and peace for the twenty-first

Century”;lol

7. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to
review the situation and to assist Palestinian women by all
available means, including those set out in his report,98 and to
submit to the Commission on the Status of Women at its forty-
eighth session a report, including information provided by the
Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia, on the
progress made in the implementation of the present resolution.

44th plenary meeting
22 July 2003

2003/43. Situation of women and girls in Afghanistan
The Economic and Social Council,

Guided by the Charter of the United Nations, the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights,'” the International
Covenants on Human Rights,' the Convention against Torture
and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment,'?” the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms
of Discrimination against Women,'® the Declaration on the
Elimination of Violence against Women,'” the Convention on
the Rights of the Child®' and the Optional Protocols thereto on
the involvement of children in armed conflict'® and on the sale
of children, child prostitution and child pornography,” the
Beijing Declaration''” and Platform for Action,'” the further
actions and initiatives to implement the Beijing Declaration and
Platform for Action, adopted by the General Assembly at its
twenty-third special session,''" accepted humanitarian rules as
set out in the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949,'"? and
other instruments of human rights and international law,

Recalling that Afghanistan is a party to the Convention on
the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide,''? the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,'® the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights,'® the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel,
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, the Convention

1% General Assembly resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex.
197 General Assembly resolution 39/46, annex.

1% General Assembly resolution 34/180, annex.

1% General Assembly resolution 54/263, annex 1.

" Report of the Fourth World Conference on Women, Beijing,
4—15 September 1995 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.96.1V.13),
chap. I, resolution 1, annex I.

""" General Assembly resolution S-23/3, annex.

"2 United Nations, 77 reaty Series, vol. 75, Nos. 970-973.

"% General Assembly resolution 260 A (III), annex.

70

on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against
Women, the Convention on the Rights of the Child, the Geneva
Conventions of 12 August 1949 and the Rome Statute of the
International Criminal Court,"

Reaffirming that all States have an obligation to promote
and protect human rights and fundamental freedoms,

Recalling the importance of the implementation of
Security Council resolution 1325 (2000) of 31 October 2000, on
women and peace and security, and Council resolution
1460 (2003) of 30 January 2003, on children and armed conflict,

Recalling also the Agreement on Provisional
Arrangements in Afghanistan pending the Re-establishment of
Permanent Government Institutions, signed in Bonn, Germany,
on 5 December 2001,'*

Recalling further the funding commitments made at the
International Conference on Reconstruction Assistance to
Afghanistan, held in Tokyo on 21 and 22 January 2002,

Welcoming the establishment of the Afghan Independent
Human Rights Commission in June 2002,

Welcoming also the holding of the Emergency Loya Jirga
in June 2002, establishing the Afghan Transitional Authority,
and the participation of more than two hundred women in the
meeting,

Welcoming further the continuing commitment of the
Afghan Transitional Administration to the full enjoyment of
human rights and fundamental freedoms by women and girls, to
the active participation of Afghan women in political, economic
and social life, to the education of girls as well as boys and to
the opportunity for women to work outside the home,

Welcoming the return to school of more than 3 million
children, including 1 million girls, since March 2002, and the
international support that has made it possible,

Welcoming also the inclusion of women in the
Transitional Administration, the Judicial Reform Commission,
the Independent Human Rights Commission and the
Constitutional Drafting Commission, and stressing the
importance of the full and effective participation of women in
all decision-making processes regarding the future of
Afghanistan,

Welcoming further the fact that the National Development
Framework of the Transitional Administration reflects the needs
of, and the importance of the role to be taken by, women and
girls in the process of peace-building, reconstruction and
development,

14 See $/2001/1154.
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the sound management of hazardous chemicals and dangerous
pharmaceutical products;

8. Emphasizes the need to continue to utilize the work
being undertaken by relevant organizations of the United
Nations system and other intergovernmental organizations in
this area, as well as that being carried out under international
agreements and conventions in related areas, in updating the
Consolidated List;

9. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to report
every three years, in accordance with resolution 39/229, on the
implementation of the present resolution, taking into account
previous Assembly resolutions on the same subject, as
appropriate.

50th plenary meeting
23 July 2004

2004/56. Situation of and assistance to Palestinian women
The Economic and Social Council,

Having considered with appreciation the report of the
Secretary-General,'”*

Recalling the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for
the Advancement of Women,'” in particular paragraph 260
concerning Palestinian women and children, the Beijing
Platform for Action adopted at the Fourth World Conference on
Women’ and the outcome of the twenty-third special session of
the General Assembly, entitled “Women 2000: gender equality,

development and peace for the twenty-first century”,'’

Recalling also its resolution 2003/42 of 22 July 2003 and
other relevant United Nations resolutions,

Recalling further the Declaration on the Elimination of
Violence against Women™ as it concerns the protection of
civilian populations,

Expressing the urgent need for the resumption of
negotiations within the Middle East peace process on its agreed
basis and towards the speedy achievement of a final settlement
between the Palestinian and Israeli sides,

Concerned about the grave deterioration of the situation of
Palestinian women in the Occupied Palestinian Territory,
including East Jerusalem, and about the severe consequences of
continuous illegal Israeli settlements activities as well as the
harsh economic conditions and other severe consequences of
the continuing Israeli attacks and sieges on Palestinian cities,
towns, villages and refugee camps, which has resulted in the

172 E/CN.6/2004/4.

' Report of the World Conference to Review and Appraise the

Achievements of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace, Nairobi, 15-26 July 1985 (United Nations
publication, Sales No. E.85.1V.10), chap. I, sect. A.
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dire humanitarian crisis being faced by Palestinian women and
their families,

Concerned also that the route marked out for the wall
under construction by Israel, the occupying Power, in the
Occupied Palestinian Territory, including in and around East
Jerusalem, could prejudge future negotiations and make the
two-State solution physically impossible to implement and
would cause further humanitarian hardship to the Palestinians,
in particular women and children,

Expressing its condemnation of all acts of violence,
including all acts of terror, provocation, incitement and
destruction, especially the excessive use of force against
Palestinian civilians, many of them women and children,
resulting in injury and loss of human life,

1. Calls upon the concerned parties, as well as the
international community, to exert all the efforts necessary to
ensure the immediate resumption of the peace process on its
agreed basis, taking into account the common ground already
gained, and calls for measures for tangible improvement of the
difficult situation on the ground and the living conditions faced
by Palestinian women and their families;

2. Reaffirms that the Israeli occupation remains a major
obstacle for Palestinin women with regard to their
advancement, self-reliance and integration in the development
planning of their society;

3. Demands that Israel, the occupying Power, comply
fully with the provisions and principles of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights,” the Regulations annexed to
The Hague Convention IV, of 18 October 1907 '™ and the
Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian
Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949,'" in order to
protect the rights of Palestinian women and their families;

4.  Calls upon Israel to facilitate the return of all
refugees and displaced Palestinian women and children to their
homes and properties, in compliance with the relevant United
Nations resolutions;

5. Calls upon the international community to continue
to provide urgently needed assistance and services in an effort to
alleviate the dire humanitarian crisis being faced by Palestinian
women and their families and to help in the reconstruction of
relevant Palestinian institutions;

6.  Requests the Commission on the Status of Women
to continue to monitor and take action with regard to the
implementation of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for
the Advancement of Women,'” in particular paragraph 260
concerning Palestinian women and children, the Beijing

'" See Carnegic Endowment for International Peace, The Hague

Conventions and Declarations of 1899 and 1907 (New York, Oxford
University Press, 1915).
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Platform for Action’ and the outcome of the twenty-third special
session of the General Assembly, entitled “Women 2000:
gender equality, development and peace for the twenty-first
century”;'o

7. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to
review the situation and to assist Palestinian women by all
available means, including those set out in his report,'”* and to
submit to the Commission on the Status of Women at its forty-
ninth session a report, including information provided by the
Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia, on the
progress made in the implementation of the present resolution.

51st plenary meeting
23 July 2004

2004/57. Participation of non-governmental organizations
in the forty-ninth session of the Commission
on the Status of Women

The Economic and Social Council,

Underlining the significance of the forty-ninth session of
the Commission on the Status of Women, to be held in 2005,
which will mark the tenth anniversary of the adoption of the
Beijing Declaration® and Platform for Action,” the twentieth
anniversary of the adoption of the Nairobi Forward-looking
Strategies for the Advancement of Women'” and the thirtieth
anniversary of the World Conference of the International
Women’s Year, held in Mexico City from 19 June to 2 July
1975,

Noting that the Commission on the Status of Women will
undertake, at its forty-ninth session, a review of the
implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action and the
outcome documents of the twenty-third special session of the
General Assembly, entitled “Women 2000: gender equality,
development and peace for the twenty-first century”,'* and will
consider current challenges and forward-looking strategies for

the advancement and empowerment of women and girls,

1. Decides, on an exceptional basis, to invite those
non-governmental organizations that were accredited to the
Fourth World Conference on Women or to the twenty-third
special session of the General Assembly to attend the forty-ninth
session of the Commission on the Status of Women,;

2. Urges that, in recognition of the importance of
equitable geographical participation of non-governmental
organizations in the forty-ninth session of the Commission on
the Status of Women, relevant bodies of the United Nations
system assist those non-governmental organizations that do not
have resources, in particular non-governmental organizations
from developing countries, including the least developed
countries, and countries with economies in transition, to
participate in the forty-ninth session of the Commission.

51st plenary meeting
23 July 2004

2004/58. Preparations for the forty-third session of the
Commission for Social Development

The Economic and Social Council,

Underlining the significance of the forty-third session of
the Commission for Social Development, which will mark the
tenth anniversary of the adoption of the Copenhagen
Declaration on Social Development” and the Programme of
Action of the World Summit for Social Development,*”

Noting that the Commission will undertake, at its forty-
third session, a review of the implementation of the
Copenhagen Programme of Action and the outcome of the
twenty-fourth special session of the General Assembly, entitled
“World Summit for Social Development and beyond: achieving
social development for all in a globalizing world”, held in
Geneva from 26 June to 1 July 2000,'” which constitute the
basic framework for the promotion of social development for all
at the national and international levels,

Building upon its resolution 1996/7 of 22 July 1996, and
also taking into account General Assembly resolutions 50/161
of 22 December 1995, 57/270 B of 23 June 2003 and 58/291 of
6 May 2004,

Considering the special nature of the task before the
Commission for Social Development at its forty-third session,

1. Decides to focus on the implementation of the
Copenhagen Declaration on Social Development” and the
Programme of Action of the World Summit for Social
Development™ and the outcome of the twenty-fourth special
session of the General Assembly'” through the expanded use of
interactive dialogue, and with broad-based participation of
governmental delegations at the highest level of responsibility
and expertise, and of civil society and organizations within the
United Nations system, bearing in mind the need to integrate the
social development perspective in the comprehensive review of
the progress made in the fulfilment of all the commitments
contained in the United Nations Millennium Declaration;'?

2. Also decides that the Commission for Social
Development, at its forty-third session, should emphasize the
sharing of experiences and good practices on overcoming
challenges to the implementation of the Copenhagen
Declaration and Programme of Action and the outcome of the
twenty-fourth special session of the General Assembly;

3. Further decides that the Commission for Social
Development should convene, during its forty-third session,
high-level plenary meetings, open to all States Members of the
United Nations and observers, on the implementation of the
Copenhagen Declaration and Programme of Action and the
outcome of the twenty-fourth special session of the General
Assembly, and requests the Chairman of the forty-third session

'7% General Assembly resolution S-24/2, annex.
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Recalling also its resolution 2004/49 of 23 July 2004 on the United Nations Public-Private
Alliance for Rural Development,

Underlining the importance of the contribution of the private sector, non-governmental
organizations and civil society in general to the implementation of the outcomes of United Nations
conferences in the economic, social and related fields,

Recalling the central role and responsibility of Governments in national and international
policymaking,

Bearing in mind General Assembly resolution 58/129 of 19 December 2003, entitled
“Towards global partnerships”, in which the Assembly, inter alia, identified the principles and
objectives of such partnerships and welcomed the establishment of a multitude of partnerships at
the field level, entered into by various United Nations organizations, Member States and other
stakeholders, such as the United Nations Public-Private Alliance for Rural Development (the
United Nations Alliance),

1. Encourages the initiative of the Government of the Dominican Republic to serve as
the second pilot country for the United Nations Public-Private Alliance for Rural Development
(the United Nations Alliance);

2. Invites all Member States, the funds, programmes and agencies of the United Nations
system, the Bretton Woods institutions, civil society, the private sector and other relevant
stakeholders to support the programmes and activities of the United Nations Alliance in its
mission to promote sustainable rural development, consistent with General Assembly resolution
58/129 and other relevant resolutions and decisions of the Assembly and the Economic and Social
Council;

3. Stresses that activities of the funds, programmes and specialized agencies of the United
Nations system at the country level in support of the United Nations Alliance should take into
account the implementation of the United Nations Development Assistance Framework;

4.  Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Economic and Social Council at its
substantive session of 2007 on the work of the United Nations Alliance.

39th plenary meeting
26 July 2005

2005/43. Situation of and assistance to Palestinian women

The Economic and Social Council,

Having considered with appreciation the report of the Secretary-General,''°

Recalling the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women,'"” in
particular paragraph 260 concerning Palestinian women and children, the Beijing Platform for
Action adopted at the Fourth World Conference on Women®’ and the outcome of the twenty-third
special session of the General Assembly, entitled “Women 2000: gender equality, development
and peace for the twenty-first century”,*®

Recalling also its resolution 2004/56 of 23 July 2004 and other relevant United Nations
resolutions,

116 B/CN.6/2005/4.
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Recalling further the Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women''® as it
concerns the protection of civilian populations,

Expressing the urgent need for the full resumption of negotiations within the Middle East
peace process on its agreed basis and towards the speedy achievement of a final settlement
between the Palestinian and Israeli sides,

Concerned about the grave situation of Palestinian women in the Occupied Palestinian
Territory, including East Jerusalem, resulting from the severe impact of ongoing illegal Israeli
settlement activities and the unlawful construction of the wall, as well as the severe consequences
arising from Israeli military operations on and sieges of civilian areas, which have detrimentally
impacted their social and economic conditions and deepened the humanitarian crisis faced by
Palestinian women and their families,

Recalling the advisory opinion rendered on 9 July 2004 by the International Court of Justice
on the Legal Consequences of the Construction of a Wall in the Occupied Palestinian Territory,'"”
and recalling also General Assembly resolution ES-10/15 of 20 July 2004,

Recalling also the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,”” the International
Covenant of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights”’ and the Convention on the Rights of the
Child,"” and affirming that these human rights instruments must be respected in the Occupied
Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem,

Expressing its condemnation of all acts of violence, including all acts of terror, provocation,
incitement and destruction, especially the excessive use of force against Palestinian civilians,
many of them women and children, resulting in injury and loss of human life,

1. Calls upon the concerned parties, as well as the international community, to exert all
the efforts necessary to ensure the full resumption of the peace process on its agreed basis, taking
into account the common ground already gained, and calls for measures for tangible improvement
of the difficult situation on the ground and the living conditions faced by Palestinian women and
their families;

2. Reaffirms that the Israeli occupation remains a major obstacle for Palestinian women
with regard to their advancement, self-reliance and integration in the development planning of
their society;

3. Demands that Israel, the occupying Power, comply fully with the provisions and
principles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,’® the Regulations annexed to the Hague
Convention respecting the Laws and Custom of War on Land of 18 October 1907
(Convention IV),” and the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in
Time of War, of 12 August 1949,'* in order to protect the rights of Palestinian women and their
families;

4.  Calls upon lsrael to facilitate the return of all refugees and displaced Palestinian
women and children to their homes and properties, in compliance with the relevant United
Nations resolutions;

5. Calls upon the international community to continue to provide urgently needed
assistance and services in an effort to alleviate the dire humanitarian crisis being faced by
Palestinian women and their families and to help in the reconstruction of relevant Palestinian
institutions;

6.  Requests the Commission on the Status of Women to continue to monitor and take
action with regard to the implementation of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the
Advancement of Women,"” in particular paragraph 260 concerning Palestinian women and

"% See General Assembly resolution 48/104.
'"” See A/ES-10/273 and Corr.1.
120 United Nations, 77 reaty Series, vol. 75, No. 973.
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children, the Beijing Platform for Action® and the outcome of the twenty-third special session of
the General Assembly, entitled “Women 2000: gender equality, development and peace for the
twenty-first century”;™

7. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to review the situation, to assist Palestinian
women by all available means, including those set out in his report,'® and to submit to the
Commission on the Status of Women at its fiftieth session a report, including information provided
by the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia, on the progress made in the
implementation of the present resolution.

39th plenary meeting
26 July 2005

2005/44. Implementation of the Programme of Action for the Least Developed Countries
for the Decade 20012010

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling the Brussels Declaration'?' and the Programme of Action for the Least Developed
Countries for the Decade 2001-2010,'*

Recalling also its decision 2001/320 of 24 October 2001, in which it decided to establish,
under the regular agenda item entitled “Integrated and coordinated implementation of and follow-
up to the major United Nations conferences and summits”, a regular sub-item entitled ‘“Review
and coordination of the implementation of the Programme of Action for the Least Developed
Countries for the Decade 2001-2010”,

Recalling further its resolution 2003/17 of 22 July 2003 and its decision 2003/287 of 24 July
2003, as well as the ministerial declaration of the high-level segment of its substantive session of
2004 on the theme “Resources mobilization and enabling environment for poverty eradication in

the context of the implementation of the Programme of Action for the Least Developed Countries
for the Decade 2001-2010”,'*

Recalling paragraph 5 of General Assembly resolution 59/244 of 22 December 2004, in
which the Assembly decided to hold the comprehensive review of the Programme of Action in
2006 during its sixty-first session, in accordance with paragraph 114 of the Programme of Action,
and paragraph 6 of the same resolution, in which the Assembly decided to consider at its sixtieth
session the modalities for conducting such a comprehensive review,

1. Takes note of the annual progress report of the Secretary-General '** on the

implementation of the Programme of Action for the Least Developed Countries for the Decade
2001-2010;'"

2. Expresses its deep concern over the insufficient progress achieved in the
implementation of the Programme of Action, and stresses the need to address areas of weakness in
its implementation;

3. Urges the least developed countries and their bilateral and multilateral development
partners to undertake increased efforts and to adopt measures rapidly, with a view to meeting the
goals and targets of the Programme of Action in a timely manner;

121 A/CONF.191/13, chap. L.
122 Ibid., chap. I1.

123 A/59/3, chap. III, para. 49. For the final text, see Official Records of the General Assembly, Fifty-ninth Session,
Supplement No. 3.

124 A/60/81-E/2005/68.
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2006/8.  Situation of and assistance to Palestinian women
The Economic and Social Council,
Having considered with appreciation the report of the Secretary-General,

Recalling the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women,'* in
particular paragraph 260 concerning Palestinian women and children, the Beijing Platform for
Action adopted at the Fourth World Conference on Women," and the outcome of the twenty-third
special session of the General Assembly, entitled “Women 2000: gender equality, development
and peace for the twenty-first century”,’

Recalling also its resolution 2005/43 of 26 July 2005 and other relevant United Nations
resolutions,

Recalling further the Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women' as it
concerns the protection of civilian populations,

Recalling the importance of the implementation of General Assembly resolution 57/337 of
3 July 2003 on the prevention of armed conflict, and Security Council resolution 1325 (2000) of
31 October 2000 on women and peace and security,

Expressing the urgent need for the full resumption of negotiations within the Middle East
peace process on its agreed basis and towards the speedy achievement of a final settlement
between the Palestinian and Israeli sides,

Concerned about the grave situation of Palestinian women in the Occupied Palestinian
Territory, including East Jerusalem, resulting from the severe impact of ongoing illegal Israeli
settlement activities and the unlawful construction of the wall in the Occupied Palestinian
Territory, including in and around East Jerusalem, as well as the severe consequences arising from
Israeli military operations on and sieges of civilian areas, which have impacted detrimentally their
social and economic conditions and deepened the humanitarian crisis faced by Palestinian women
and their families,

Welcoming the report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights'® on the
issue of Palestinian pregnant women giving birth at Israeli checkpoints owing to denial of access
by Israel to hospitals, with a view to ending this Israeli practice,

Recalling the advisory opinion rendered on 9 July 2004 by the International Court of Justice
on the Legal Consequences of the Construction of a Wall in the Occupied Palestinian Territory,"”
and recalling also General Assembly resolution ES-10/15 of 20 July 2004,

Recalling also the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,”® the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights® and the Convention on the Rights of the
Child,”" and affirming that these human rights instruments must be respected in the Occupied
Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem,

13 E/CN.6/2006/4.

' Report of the World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United Nations Decade for
Women: Equality, Development and Peace, Nairobi, 15-26 July 1985 (United Nations publication, Sales
No. E.85.1V.10), chap. I, sect. A.

' Report of the Fourth World Conference on Women, Beijing, 415 September 1995 (United Nations publication,
Sales No. E.96.1V.13), chap. I, resolution 1, annex II.

'S General Assembly resolution S-23/2, annex, and resolution S-23/3, annex.
' See General Assembly resolution 48/104.

' A/60/324.

' See A/ES-10/273 and Corr.1.

20 General Assembly resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex.

*! United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1577, No. 27531.
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Expressing its condemnation of all acts of violence, including all acts of terror, provocation,
incitement and destruction, especially the excessive use of force against Palestinian civilians,
many of them women and children, resulting in injury and loss of human life,

1. Calls upon the concerned parties, as well as the international community, to exert all
the efforts necessary to ensure the full resumption of the peace process on its agreed basis, taking
into account the common ground already gained, and calls for measures for tangible improvement
of the difficult situation on the ground and the living conditions faced by Palestinian women and
their families;

2. Reaffirms that the Israeli occupation remains a major obstacle for Palestinian women
with regard to their advancement, self-reliance and integration in the development planning of
their society;

3. Demands that Israel, the occupying Power, comply fully with the provisions and
principles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,”* the Regulations annexed to the Hague
Convention respecting the Laws and Customs of War on Land (Convention IV)* of 18 October
1907 and the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of
12 August 1949, in order to protect the rights of Palestinian women and their families;

4.  Calls upon Israel to facilitate the return of all refugees and displaced Palestinian
women and children to their homes and properties, in compliance with the relevant United
Nations resolutions;

5. Calls upon the international community to continue to provide urgently needed
assistance and services in an effort to alleviate the dire humanitarian crisis being faced by
Palestinian women and their families and to help in the reconstruction of relevant Palestinian
mstitutions;

6.  Requests the Commission on the Status of Women to continue to monitor and take
action with regard to the implementation of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the
Advancement of Women," in particular paragraph 260 concerning Palestinian women and
children, the Beijing Platform for Action'® and the outcome of the twenty-third special session of
the General Assembly, entitled “Women 2000: gender equality, development and peace for the

twenty-first century”;'®

7. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to review the situation, to assist Palestinian
women by all available means, including those set out in his report,”> and to submit to the
Commission on the Status of Women at its fifty-first session a report, including information
provided by the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia, on the progress made in the
implementation of the present resolution.

38th plenary meeting
25 July 2006

2006/9.  Future organization and methods of work of the Commission on the Status of
Women

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling its resolution 2005/48 of 27 July 2005, in which the Council welcomed the
progress made in the review of the working methods of several functional commissions and
invited those functional commissions and other relevant subsidiary bodies that had not yet done so
to continue to examine their methods of work, as mandated by the General Assembly in its

22 General Assembly resolution 217 A (I1I).

3 See Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, The Hague Conventions and Declarations of 1899 and 1907
(New York, Oxford University Press, 1915).
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most cost-effective manner no later than the end of 2007, and to make it available on CD-ROM
and on the website of the secretariat of the Economic Commission for Europe, which provides
secretariat services to the Committee;

4.  Invites Governments that have not yet done so to take the necessary steps, through
appropriate national procedures and/or legislation, to implement the Globally Harmonized System
as soon as possible, with a view to having the system fully operational by 2008;

5. Reiterates its invitation to the regional commissions, United Nations programmes, the
specialized agencies and other organizations concerned to promote the implementation of the
Globally Harmonized System and, where relevant, to amend their respective international legal
instruments addressing transport safety, workplace safety, consumer protection or the protection of
the environment so as to give effect to the Globally Harmonized System through such instruments;

6.  Invites Governments, the regional commissions, United Nations programmes, the
specialized agencies and other organizations concerned to provide feedback on implementation to
the Subcommittee of Experts on the Globally Harmonized System of Classification and Labelling
of Chemicals;*

7. Encourages Governments, the regional commissions, United Nations programmes,
the specialized agencies and other relevant international organizations and non-governmental
organizations, in particular those representing industry, to strengthen their support of the
implementation of the Globally Harmonized System by providing financial contributions and/or
technical assistance for capacity-building activities in developing countries and countries with
economies in transition;

C. Programme of work of the Committee

Taking note of the programme of work of the Committee for the biennium 2007-2008 as
contained in paragraphs 43 and 44 of the report of the Secretary-General, "

Noting the relatively poor level of participation of experts from developing countries and
countries with economies in transition in the work of the Committee and the need to promote their
wider participation in its work,

1. Decides to approve the programme of work of the Committee;

2. Stresses the importance of the participation of experts from developing countries and
from countries with economies in transition in the work of the Commiittee, calls, in that regard, for
voluntary contributions to facilitate their participation, including through support for travel and
daily subsistence, and invites Member States and international organizations in a position to do so
to contribute;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to submit a report to the Economic and Social Council
in 2009 on the implementation of the present resolution, the recommendations on the transport of
dangerous goods and the Globally Harmonized System of Classification and Labelling of
Chemicals.

40th plenary meeting
23 July 2007
2007/7.  Situation of and assistance to Palestinian women
The Economic and Social Council,

Having considered with appreciation the report of the Secretary-General,*®

% Information on the implementation of the Globally Harmonized System of Classification and Labelling of
Chemicals by country and through international legal instruments, recommendations, codes and guidelines is
available on the Economic Commission for Europe website at www.unece.org/trans/danger/publi/ghs/
implementation_e.html.

2 E/CN.6/2007/4.
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Recalling the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women,?’ in
particular paragraph 260 concerning Palestinian women and children, the Beijing Platform for
Action, adopted at the Fourth World Conference on Women,* and the outcome of the twenty-
third special session of the General Assembly, entitled “Women 2000: gender equality,

development and peace for the twenty-first century”,”’

Recalling also its resolution 2006/8 of 25 July 2006 and other relevant United Nations
resolutions,

Recalling further the Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women®® as it
concerns the protection of civilian populations,

Recalling the importance of the implementation of General Assembly resolution 57/337 of
3 July 2003 on the prevention of armed conflict, and Security Council resolution 1325 (2000) of
31 October 2000 on women and peace and security,

Expressing the urgent need for the full resumption of negotiations within the Middle East
peace process on its agreed basis and towards the speedy achievement of a final settlement
between the Palestinian and Israeli sides,

Concerned about the grave situation of Palestinian women in the Occupied Palestinian
Territory, including East Jerusalem, resulting from the severe impact of ongoing illegal Israeli
settlement activities and the unlawful construction of the wall in the Occupied Palestinian
Territory, including in and around East Jerusalem, as well as the severe consequences arising from
Israeli military operations in and sieges of civilian areas, which have had a detrimental impact on
their social and economic conditions and deepened the humanitarian crisis faced by Palestinian
women and their families,

Expressing the importance of providing assistance, especially emergency assistance, to
alleviate the harmful impact of the financial crisis which has exacerbated the already dire socio-
economic and humanitarian situation being faced by Palestinian women and their families,

Welcoming the report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights,’" issued
on 31 August 2005, on the issue of Palestinian women giving birth at Israeli checkpoints owing to
denial to them by Israel of access to hospitals, with a view to ending this practice,

Recalling the advisory opinion rendered on 9 July 2004 by the International Court of Justice
on the Legal Consequences of the Construction of a Wall in the Occupied Palestinian Territory,”
and recalling also General Assembly resolution ES-10/15 of 20 July 2004,

Recalling also the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,” the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights” and the Convention on the Rights of the
Child,** and affirming that these human rights instruments must be respected in the Occupied
Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem,

Expressing its condemnation of all acts of violence, including all acts of terror, provocation,
incitement and destruction, especially the excessive use of force against Palestinian civilians,
many of them women and children, resulting in injury and loss of human life,

7 Report of the World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United Nations Decade for
Women: Equality, Development and Peace, Nairobi, 15-26 July 1985 (United Nations publication, Sales
No. E.85.1V.10), chap. I, sect. A.

8 Report of the Fourth World Conference on Women, Beijing, 4—15 September 1995 (United Nations publication,
Sales No. E.96.1V.13), chap. I, resolution 1, annex II.

% General Assembly resolution S-23/2, annex, and resolution S-23/3, annex.
%% See General Assembly resolution 48/104.

> A/60/324.

*2 See A/ES-10/273 and Corr.1.

%3 See General Assembly resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex.

3 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1577, No. 27531.
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Emphasizing the importance of increasing the role of women in decision-making with
regard to conflict prevention and resolution as part of efforts to ensure the safety and well-being of
all women in the region,

1. Calls upon the concerned parties, as well as the international community, to exert all
the efforts necessary to ensure the full resumption of the peace process on its agreed basis, taking
into account the common ground already gained, and calls for intensified measures to be taken for
tangible improvement of the difficult situation on the ground and the living conditions faced by
Palestinian women and their families;

2. Reaffirms that the Israeli occupation remains a major obstacle for Palestinian women
with regard to their advancement, self-reliance and integration in the development planning of
their society, and encourages all women in the region to take an active role in supporting the peace
process;

3. Demands that Israel, the occupying Power, comply fully with the provisions and
principles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,” the Regulations annexed to the Hague
Convention IV of 18 October 1907°° and the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of
Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949,% in order to protect the rights of Palestinian
women and their families;

4. Calls upon Israel to facilitate the return of all refugee and displaced Palestinian women
and children to their homes and properties, in compliance with the relevant United Nations
resolutions;

5. Calls upon the international community to continue to provide urgently needed
assistance and services in an effort to alleviate the dire humanitarian crisis being faced by
Palestinian women and their families and to help in the reconstruction of relevant Palestinian
mstitutions;

6.  Requests the Commission on the Status of Women to continue to monitor and take
action with regard to the implementation of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the
Advancement of Women,”” in particular paragraph 260 concerning Palestinian women and
children, the Beijing Platform for Action™ and the outcome of the twenty-third special session of
the General Assembly, entitled “Women 2000: gender equality, development and peace for the
twenty-first century”;”

7. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to review the situation, to assist Palestinian
women by all available means, including those set out in his report,”® and to submit to the
Commission on the Status of Women at its fifty-second session a report, including information
provided by the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia, on the progress made in the
implementation of the present resolution.

42nd plenary meeting
24 July 2007
2007/8.  Flow of information for the follow-up to the World Summit on the Information
Society
The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling the outcome documents of the World Summit on the Information Society,*®

33 General Assembly resolution 217 A (I1I).

36 See Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, The Hague Conventions and Declarations of 1899 and 1907
(New York, Oxford University Press, 1915).

37 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 75, No. 973.
* See A/C.2/59/3 and A/60/687.
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9. Requests the Advisory Group, in accomplishing its mandate, to continue to cooperate
with the Secretary-General and his Special Representative in Haiti, the head of the United Nations
Stabilization Mission in Haiti, the United Nations Development Group, relevant United Nations
funds and programmes and the specialized agencies, the Bretton Woods institutions, regional
organizations and institutions, including the Economic Commission for Latin America and the
Caribbean, the Organization of American States, the Caribbean Community and the Inter-
American Development Bank, and other major stakeholders;

10.  Also requests the Advisory Group to submit a report on its work, with recommendations,
as appropriate, to the Economic and Social Council at its substantive session of 2009.

40th plenary meeting
23 July 2008

2008/11. Situation of and assistance to Palestinian women
The Economic and Social Council,

Having considered with appreciation the report of the Secretary-General on the situation of
and assistance to Palestinian women,'’

Recalling the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women,'® in
particular paragraph 260 concerning Palestinian women and children, the Beijing Platform for
Action adopted at the Fourth World Conference on Women,'® and the outcome of the twenty-third
special session of the General Assembly, entitled “Women 2000: gender equality, development

and peace for the twenty-first century”*°

Recalling also its resolution 2007/7 of 24 July 2007 and other relevant United Nations
resolutions,

Recalling further the Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women?' as it
concerns the protection of civilian populations,

Recalling the importance of the implementation of General Assembly resolution 57/337 of
3 July 2003 on the prevention of armed conflict, and Security Council resolution 1325 (2000) of
31 October 2000 on women and peace and security,

Noting the resumption of bilateral negotiations within the Middle East peace process on its
agreed basis, and expressing the need for the speedy achievement of a final and comprehensive
peace settlement between the Palestinian and Israeli sides,

Reaffirming the important role of women in the prevention and resolution of conflicts and in
peacebuilding, and stressing the importance of their equal participation and involvement in all
efforts for the maintenance and promotion of peace and security and the need to increase their role
in decision-making with regard to conflict prevention and resolution,

Concerned about the grave situation of Palestinian women resulting from the severe impact
of ongoing illegal Israeli practices, including settlement activities and the unlawful construction of
the wall in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including in and around East Jerusalem, the
continued imposition of closures and restrictions on the movement of persons and goods and the

17 E/CN.6/2008/6.

'8 Report of the World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United Nations Decade for
Women: Equality, Development and Peace, Nairobi, 1526 July 1985 (United Nations publication, Sales
No. E.85.1V.10), chap. I, sect. A.

' Report of the Fourth World Conference on Women, Beijing, 415 September 1995 (United Nations publication,
Sales No. E.96.1V.13), chap. I, resolution 1, annex II.

%% General Assembly resolution S-23/2, annex, and resolution S-23/3, annex.
*! See General Assembly resolution 48/104.
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many severe consequences arising from Israeli military operations in and sieges of civilian areas,
in particular in the Gaza Strip, which have impacted detrimentally their social and economic
conditions and deepened the humanitarian crisis faced by Palestinian women and their families,

Stressing the importance of providing assistance, especially emergency assistance, to
alleviate the dire socio-economic and humanitarian situation being faced by Palestinian women
and their families,

Taking note of the report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights of
31 August 20057 regarding the issue of Palestinian women giving birth at checkpoints, and
expressing grave concern at the increasing difficulties faced by pregnant Palestinian women
owing to a lack of appropriate and timely antenatal, delivery and post-natal care due to the
obstruction of access to proper medical care,

Recalling the advisory opinion rendered on 9 July 2004 by the International Court of Justice
on the Legal Consequences of the Construction of a Wall in the Occupied Palestinian Territory,”
and recalling also General Assembly resolution ES-10/15 of 20 July 2004,

Recalling also the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,** the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights* and the Convention on the Rights of the
Child,” and affirming that these human rights instruments must be respected in the Occupied
Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem,

Expressing its condemnation of all acts of violence, including all acts of terror, provocation,
incitement and destruction, especially the excessive use of force against Palestinian civilians,
many of them women and children, resulting in injury and loss of human life,

Expressing grave concern over the increased difficulties faced by Palestinian women,
including the sharp increase in poverty, soaring unemployment, incidents of domestic violence,
and declining health and education standards as a result of the deterioration in the economic and
social conditions on the ground in the Occupied Palestinian Territory,

Emphasizing the importance of increasing the role of women in decision-making with
regard to conflict prevention and the peaceful resolution of conflicts as part of efforts to ensure the
safety and well-being of all women in the region,

1. Calls upon the concerned parties, as well as the international community, to exert all
the efforts necessary to support the resumption of the peace process on its agreed basis, taking into
account the common ground already gained, and calls for intensified measures to be taken for the
tangible improvement of the difficult situation on the ground and the living conditions faced by
Palestinian women and their families;

2. Reaffirms that the Israeli occupation remains a major obstacle for Palestinian women
with regard to their advancement, self-reliance and integration in the development of their society,
and encourages all women in the region to take an active role in supporting the peace process;

3. Demands that Israel, the occupying Power, comply fully with the provisions and
principles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,* the Regulations annexed to the Hague
Convention IV of 18 October 1907*” and the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of

22 A/60/324.

» See A/ES-10/273 and Corr.1; see also Legal Consequences of the Construction of a Wall in the Occupied
Palestinian Territory, Advisory Opinion, I.C.J. Reports 2004, p. 136.

 See General Assembly resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex.
% United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1577, No. 27531.
26 General Assembly resolution 217 A (I1I).

%7 See Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, The Hague Conventions and Declarations of 1899 and 1907
(New York, Oxford University Press, 1915).
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Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949,%® in order to protect the rights of Palestinian
women and their families;

4. Calls upon lIsrael to facilitate the return of all refugees and displaced Palestinian
women and children to their homes and properties, in compliance with the relevant United
Nations resolutions;

5. Calls upon the international community to continue to provide urgently needed
assistance and services in an effort to alleviate the dire humanitarian crisis being faced by
Palestinian women and their families, to promote their development in various fields and to help
in the reconstruction of relevant Palestinian institutions;

6.  Requests the Commission on the Status of Women to continue to monitor and take
action with regard to the implementation of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the
Advancement of Women," in particular paragraph 260 concerning Palestinian women and
children, the Beijing Platform for Action'® and the outcome of the twenty-third special session of
the General Assembly, entitled “Women 2000: gender equality, development and peace for the
twenty-first century””;”

7. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to review the situation, to assist Palestinian
women by all available means, including those set out in his report,”” and to submit to the
Commission on the Status of Women, at its fifty-third session, a report, including information
provided by the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia, on the progress made in the
implementation of the present resolution.

40th plenary meeting
23 July 2008
2008/12. Report of the Committee for Development Policy on its tenth session
The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 59/209 of 20 December 2004 on a smooth transition
strategy for countries graduating from the list of least developed countries,

Recalling also its resolutions 2007/34 and 2007/35 of 27 July 2007,

1. Takes note of the report of the Committee for Development Policy on its tenth
.29
session;

2. Requests the Committee, at its eleventh session, to examine and make
recommendations on the themes chosen by the Economic and Social Council for the high-level
segment of its substantive session of 2009;

3. Takes note of the proposals made by the Committee regarding its future work
programme, in particular regarding the monitoring of the development progress of Cape Verde;*’

4.  Requests the Committee to monitor the development progress of countries graduating
from the list of least developed countries and to include its findings in its annual report to the
Economic and Social Council;

5. Invites the Chairperson and, as necessary, other members of the Committee to
continue the practice of reporting orally on the work of the Committee.

41st plenary meeting
23 July 2008

28 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 75, No. 973.
* Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 2008, Supplement No. 13 (E/2008/33).
** Ibid., chap. I, para. 9.
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Welcoming the contributions of the Institute to the achievement of the Millennium
Development Goals and the implementation of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women,” the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action,” and the
outcomes of the twenty-third special session of the General Assembly,”'

Acknowledging the contributions of the Institute in promoting gender equality and the
empowerment of women in the areas of security, international migration, in particular remittances
and development, and governance and political participation,

Recognizing the contribution of the Institute to the ongoing efforts in gender mainstreaming
through its research and training outputs involving national gender machineries, academic
institutes, regional intergovernmental organizations, non-governmental organizations and the
private sector,

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General on strengthening the International
Research and Training Institute for the Advancement of Women;”’

2. Requests the Institute, within its mandate, to continue to assist countries in promoting
and supporting the political participation and economic and social advancement of women
through training programmes;

3. Stresses the critical importance of voluntary financial contributions by Member States
to the United Nations Trust Fund for the International Research and Training Institute for the
Advancement of Women to enable it to carry out its mandate, and invites Member States to make
voluntary contributions to the Trust Fund;

4. Calls for the diversification of funding resources, and in this regard invites Member
States to continue to provide assistance and support to the Institute through voluntary
contributions and substantive involvement in its projects and activities;

5. Looks forward to the enhanced implementation of the strategic plan of the Institute
under the leadership of its new Director, and in this regard urges the Secretary-General to appoint
its new Director as a matter of priority.

40th plenary meeting
28 July 2009

2009/14. Situation of and assistance to Palestinian women
The Economic and Social Council,
Having considered with appreciation the report of the Secretary-General,™®

Recalling the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women,” in
particular paragraph 260 concerning Palestinian women and children, the Beijing Platform for
Action, adopted at the Fourth World Conference on Women,” and the outcomes of the twenty-
third special session of the General Assembly, entitled ‘“Women 2000: gender equality,
development and peace for the twenty-first century”,”!

Recalling also its resolution 2008/11 of 23 July 2008 and other relevant United Nations
resolutions, including General Assembly resolution 57/337 of 3 July 2003 on the prevention of

%3 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1249, No. 20378.

38 Report of the Fourth World Conference on Women, Beijing, 4—15 September 1995 (United Nations publication,
Sales No. E.96.1V.13), chap. I, resolution 1, annexes I and II.

STE/CN.6/2009/11.
8 E/CN.6/2009/5.

> Report of the World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United Nations Decade for
Women: Equality, Development and Peace, Nairobi, 15-26 July 1985 (United Nations publication, Sales
No. E.85.1V.10), chap. I, sect. A.
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armed conflict and Security Council resolution 1325 (2000) of 31 October 2000 on women and
peace and security,

Reaffirming the important role of women in the prevention and resolution of conflicts and in
peacebuilding, and stressing the importance of their equal participation and involvement in all
efforts for the maintenance and promotion of peace and security and the need to increase their role
in decision-making with regard to conflict prevention and resolution,

Recalling the Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women® as it concerns the
protection of civilian populations,

Recalling also the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,’' the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights®" and the Convention on the Rights of the
Child,*® and reaffirming that these human rights instruments must be respected in the Occupied
Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem,

Expressing grave concern over the increased difficulties being faced by Palestinian women
and girls living under Israeli occupation, including the sharp increase in poverty, soaring
unemployment, increased food insecurity, incidents of domestic violence and declining health,
education and living standards, including the rising incidence of trauma and decline in their
psychological well-being, and expressing grave concern also about the deepening humanitarian
crisis and rising insecurity and instability on the ground in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, in
particular in the Gaza Strip,

Deploring the deteriorating economic and social conditions of Palestinian women and girls
in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and the systematic violation of
their human rights resulting from the severe impact of ongoing illegal Israeli practices, including
the continued imposition of closures and restrictions on the movement of persons and goods,
which have detrimentally affected their right to health care, including access by pregnant women
to health services for antenatal care and safe delivery, education, employment, development and
freedom of movement,

Deploring also the intensified Israeli military operations in the Gaza Strip, which have
caused heavy casualties among civilians, many of them children and women, and widespread
damage to homes, United Nations schools and facilities, hospitals and public infrastructure,
gravely impacting the provision of vital health and social services to Palestinian women and their
families, and emphasizing that the civilian population must be protected,

Stressing the importance of providing assistance, especially emergency assistance, to
alleviate the dire socio-economic and humanitarian situation being faced by Palestinian women
and their families,

Emphasizing the importance of increasing the role of women in decision-making with
regard to conflict prevention and the peaceful resolution of conflicts as part of efforts to ensure the
safety and well-being of all women in the region,

Affirming the importance of exploring means to address the situation of and assistance to
Palestinian women in the resolutions of the sixty-fourth session of the General Assembly under
the relevant agenda items,

1. Urges the international community to continue to give special attention to the
promotion and protection of the human rights of Palestinian women and girls and to intensify its
measures for improving the difficult conditions being faced by Palestinian women and their
families living under Israeli occupation;

50 See General Assembly resolution 48/104.
8! See General Assembly resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex.
82 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1577, No. 27531.
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2. Reaffirms that the Israeli occupation remains a major obstacle for Palestinian women
in terms of their advancement, their self-reliance and their integration into the development of
their society, and stresses the importance of efforts to increase their role in decision-making with
regard to conflict prevention and resolution and to ensure their equal participation and
involvement in all efforts for the maintenance and promotion of peace and security;

3. Demands that Israel, the occupying Power, comply fully with the provisions and
principles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,** the Regulations annexed to the Hague
Convention IV of 1907,64 the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in
Time of War, of 12 August 1949, and all other relevant rules, principles and instruments of
international law, including the international human rights covenants, in order to protect the rights
of Palestinian women and their families;

4.  Calls upon Israel to facilitate the return of all refugees and displaced Palestinian
women and children to their homes and properties, in compliance with the relevant United
Nations resolutions;

5. Calls upon the international community to continue to provide urgently needed
assistance, especially emergency assistance, and services in an effort to alleviate the dire
humanitarian crisis being faced by Palestinian women and their families and to help in the
reconstruction of relevant Palestinian institutions, integrating a gender perspective into all
international assistance programmes;

6.  Requests the Commission on the Status of Women to continue to monitor and take
action with regard to the implementation of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the
Advancement of Women,” in particular paragraph 260 concerning Palestinian women and
children, the Beijing Platform for Action™ and the outcomes of the twenty-third special session of
the General Assembly, entitled “Women 2000: gender equality, development and peace for the

twenty-first century””;”"

7. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to review the situation, to assist Palestinian
women by all available means, including those set out in his report,”® and to submit to the
Commission on the Status of Women at its fifty-fourth session a report, including information
provided by the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia, on the progress made in the
implementation of the present resolution.

40th plenary meeting
28 July 2009

2009/15. Future organization and methods of work of the Commission on the Status
of Women

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling its resolution 1998/46 of 31 July 1998, annex Il of which contains the
recommendation that the functional commissions responsible for follow-up to the major United
Nations conferences adopt a multi-year thematic programme in their working methods,

Recalling also its request, in its resolution 2008/29 of 24 July 2008, that the functional
commissions, the regional commissions and other relevant subsidiary bodies of the Council, in
accordance with their mandates, as appropriate, contribute to the annual ministerial review and to
the Development Cooperation Forum, in the context of their respective annual workplans, taking
into account their specificities,

Recalling further that, in its resolutions 1987/24 of 26 May 1987, 1990/15 of 24 May 1990,
1996/6 of 22 July 1996, 2001/4 of 24 July 2001 and 2006/9 of 25 July 2006, the Council adopted

53 General Assembly resolution 217 A (I1I).

% See Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, The Hague Conventions and Declarations of 1899 and 1907
(New York, Oxford University Press, 1915).
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22.  The Chair at each meeting of the Technical Committee shall be elected by the majority vote
of those members of the Technical Committee present and voting.

Resources of the Centre

23.  The Centre shall be financed from the following sources:
(@) Support from the host country;
(b) Support from the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia;
(¢) Income received by the Centre for services provided to beneficiaries;
(d) Any other funding sources approved by the Board of Governors.

24. The Centre shall endeavour to mobilize sufficient resources to support its activities, in
addition to those received from the host country pursuant to the agreement signed between the
host country and the United Nations.

25. The United Nations shall maintain separate trust funds for donations for technical
cooperation projects or other special contributions for activities of the Centre.

26. The financial resources of the Centre shall be administered in accordance with the Financial
Regulations and Rules of the United Nations.*®

Amendments

27. Amendments to the present statute shall be adopted by the Economic and Social
Commission for Western Asia.

28. In the event of any procedural matter arising that is not covered by the present statute or rules
of procedure adopted by the Board of Governors, the pertinent part of the terms of reference and
rules of procedure of the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia shall apply.

Entry into force
29. The present statute shall enter into force on the date of its adoption by the Commission.

2010/6.  Situation of and assistance to Palestinian women
The Economic and Social Council,
Having considered with appreciation the report of the Secretary-General,**

Recalling the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women,*” in
particular paragraph 260 concerning Palestinian women and children, the Beijing Platform for
Action, adopted at the Fourth World Conference on Women,'® and the outcomes of the twenty-third
special session of the General Assembly entitled “Women 2000: gender equality, development and
peace for the twenty-first century”,”®

Recalling also its resolution 2009/14 of 28 July 2009 and other relevant United Nations
resolutions, including General Assembly resolution 57/337 of 3 July 2003 on the prevention of
armed conflict and Security Council resolution 1325 (2000) of 31 October 2000 on women and
peace and security,

» ST/SGB/2003/7 and Amend.1.
% E/CN.6/2010/4.

77 Report of the World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United Nations Decade for
Women: Equality, Development and Peace, Nairobi, 15-26July 1985 (United Nations publication, Sales
No. E.85.1V.10), chap. I, sect. A.

* General Assembly resolution S-23/2, annex, and resolution S-23/3, annex.
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Recalling further the Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women® as it
concerns the protection of civilian populations,

Recalling the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,* the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights® and the Convention on the Rights of the
Child,”" and reaffirming that these human rights instruments must be respected in the Occupied
Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem,

Expressing deep concern about the grave situation of Palestinian women in the Occupied
Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, resulting from the severe impact of the ongoing
illegal Israeli occupation and all of its manifestations,

Expressing grave concern about the increased difficulties being faced by Palestinian women
and girls living under Israeli occupation, including the continuation of home demolitions, the
sharp increase in poverty, soaring unemployment, increased food insecurity, incidents of domestic
violence, and declining health, education and living standards, including the rising incidence of
trauma and the decline in their psychological well-being, and expressing grave concern also about
the deepening humanitarian crisis and rising insecurity and instability on the ground in the
Occupied Palestinian Territory, in particular in the Gaza Strip,

Deploring the deteriorating economic and social conditions of Palestinian women and girls
in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and the systematic violation of
their human rights resulting from the severe impact of ongoing illegal Israeli practices, including
the construction and expansion of settlements and the Wall and the continued imposition of
closures and restrictions on the movement of persons and goods, which have detrimentally
affected their right to health care, including access of pregnant women to health services for
antenatal care and safe delivery, education, employment, development and freedom of movement,

Gravely concerned, in particular, about the continuing deterioration of the socio-economic
and humanitarian situation in the Gaza Strip, including that resulting from the Israeli military
operations and the imposition of a blockade consisting of the prolonged closure of border
crossings and severe restrictions on the movement of all persons and goods, which has
detrimentally affected every aspect of the lives of the civilian population, especially women and
children, in the Gaza Strip,

Stressing the importance of providing assistance, especially emergency assistance, to
alleviate the dire socio-economic and humanitarian situation being faced by Palestinian women
and their families,

Emphasizing the importance of increasing the role of women in peacebuilding and
decision-making with regard to conflict prevention and the peaceful resolution of conflicts as part
of efforts to ensure the safety and well-being of all women in the region, and stressing the
importance of their equal participation and involvement in all efforts for the achievement,
maintenance and promotion of peace and security,

1.  Urges the international community to continue to give special attention to the
promotion and protection of the human rights of Palestinian women and girls and to intensify its
measures to improve the difficult conditions being faced by Palestinian women and their families
living under Israeli occupation;

2. Reaffirms that the Israeli occupation remains the major obstacle for Palestinian women
with regard to their advancement, self-reliance and integration into the development of their
society, and stresses the importance of efforts to increase their role in decision-making with regard
to conflict prevention and resolution and to ensure their equal participation and involvement in all
efforts for the achievement, maintenance and promotion of peace and security;

% See General Assembly resolution 48/104.
%0 See General Assembly resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex.
*! United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1577, No. 27531.
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3. Demands that Israel, the occupying Power, comply fully with the provisions and
principles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,** the Regulations annexed to the Hague
Convention IV of 18 October 1907,** the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian
Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949° and all other relevant rules, principles and
instruments of international law, including the International Covenants on Human Rights,” in
order to protect the rights of Palestinian women and their families;

4. Calls upon lIsrael to facilitate the return of all refugees and displaced Palestinian
women and children to their homes and properties, in compliance with the relevant United
Nations resolutions;

5. Calls upon the international community to continue to provide urgently needed
assistance, especially emergency assistance, and services in an effort to alleviate the dire
humanitarian crisis being faced by Palestinian women and their families and to help in the
reconstruction of relevant Palestinian institutions, integrating a gender perspective into all
international assistance programmes;

6.  Requests the Commission on the Status of Women to continue to monitor and take
action with regard to the implementation of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the
Advancement of Women,” in particular paragraph 260 concerning Palestinian women and
children, the Beijing Platform for Action' and the outcomes of the twenty-third special session of
the General Assembly entitled “Women 2000: gender equality, development and peace for the

.28
twenty-first century”;

7. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to review the situation, to assist Palestinian
women by all available means, including those set out in his report,® and to submit to the
Commission on the Status of Women at its fifty-fifth session a report, including information
provided by the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia, on the progress made in the
implementation of the present resolution.

42nd plenary meeting
20 July 2010

2010/7.  Strengthening the institutional arrangements for support of gender equality and
the empowerment of women

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling its resolution 1998 (LX) of 12 May 1976 establishing the International Research
and Training Institute for the Advancement of Women,

Recalling also General Assembly resolution 64/289 of 2 July 2010, in particular the section
entitled “Strengthening the institutional arrangements for support of gender equality and the
empowerment of women”, and the establishment, as a composite entity, of the United Nations
Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women, to be known as UN-Women,

Noting the transitional arrangements set out in paragraphs 81 to 88 of resolution 64/289, in
particular paragraphs 82, 83, 84, 87 and 88,

Expressing its deep gratitude for the support offered by the host country during all the years
of operation of the Institute,

Decides to dissolve the International Research and Training Institute for the Advancement of
Women as of the date of the adoption of the present resolution.

42nd plenary meeting
20 July 2010

32 General Assembly resolution 217 A (III).

 See Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, The Hague Conventions and Declarations of 1899 and 1907
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and Development, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and other
relevant international and regional organizations;

(i) Promote an integrated, international and collaborative approach in these areas,
particularly to meet the needs of smallholder farmers;

(ili) Promote the exchange, dissemination and diffusion of best practice examples in the
area of agricultural science, technology and innovation and promote cooperation between
countries in order to face common challenges in matters of science and technology;

(iv) Facilitate new science, technology and innovation policy reviews, as requested by
member countries, to emphasize science and technology and information and
communications technologies in building human capacity and infrastructure to foster
innovation in national development plans and programmes, in close collaboration with the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, the World Bank and other
relevant international development banks and institutions, and consider new modalities to
monitor progress for their implementation;

(v) In particular, the Commission should identify opportunities and best practices and
synergies in and between e-science, e-engineering and e-education programmes worldwide
in the course of performing science, technology and innovation policy reviews;

(vi) Complete and disseminate the new science, technology and innovation policy
methodology guidelines and share outcomes and best practices resulting from their
implementation;

(vii) Examine new metrics to assess and document outcomes of investments in science and
technology and engineering research and development, education and infrastructure, in
collaboration with the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, the
World Bank and member countries that have established programmes in this field of
research;

(viii) Continue to provide a forum, in collaboration with its Gender Advisory Board, to
share good practice examples and lessons learned in integrating a gender perspective in
science, technology and innovation policymaking and implementation;

(ix) Consider, on an annual basis, an award, in collaboration with the World Summit on the
Information Society World Summit Awards and the International Center for New Media, in
Salzburg, Austria, for the innovative application of information and communications
technologies in the fields of science, technology and engineering that support development.

44th plenary meeting
26 July 2011

2011/18. Situation of and assistance to Palestinian women

The Economic and Social Council,
Having considered with appreciation the report of the Secretary-General,’ 6

Recalling the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women,”’ in
particular paragraph 260 concerning Palestinian women and children, the Beijing Platform for
Action adopted at the Fourth World Conference on Women™® and the outcome documents of the

* E/CN.6/2011/6.

37 Report of the World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United Nations Decade for
Women: Equality, Development and Peace, Nairobi, 15-26July 1985 (United Nations publication, Sales
No. E.85.1V.10), chap. I, sect. A.

58 Report of the Fourth World Conference on Women, Beijing, 4—15 September 1995 (United Nations publication,
Sales No. E.96.1V.13), chap. I, resolution 1, annex II.
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twenty-third special session of the General Assembly entitled “Women 2000: gender equality,

development and peace for the twenty-first century”,"’

Recalling also its resolution 2010/6 of 20 July 2010 and other relevant United Nations
resolutions, including General Assembly resolution 57/337 of 3 July 2003 on the prevention of
armed conflict and Security Council resolution 1325 (2000) of 31 October 2000 on women and
peace and security,

Recalling further the Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women™ as it
concerns the protection of civilian populations,

Recalling the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,® the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights® and the Convention on the Rights of the
Child,”" and reaffirming that these human rights instruments must be respected in the Occupied
Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem,

Expressing deep concern about the grave situation of Palestinian women in the Occupied
Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, resulting from the severe impact of the ongoing
illegal Israeli occupation and all of its manifestations,

Expressing grave concern about the increased difficulties being faced by Palestinian women
and girls living under Israeli occupation, including the continuation of home demolitions,
evictions of Palestinians and arbitrary detention and imprisonment, as well as high rates of
poverty, unemployment, food insecurity, inadequate water supply, incidents of domestic violence,
and declining health, education and living standards, including the rising incidence of trauma and
the decline in their psychological well-being, and expressing grave concern also about the dire
humanitarian crisis and insecurity and instability on the ground in the Occupied Palestinian
Territory, in particular in the Gaza Strip,

Deploring the dire economic and social conditions of Palestinian women and girls in the
Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and the systematic violation of their
human rights resulting from the severe impact of ongoing illegal Israeli practices, including the
construction and expansion of settlements and the wall, which continue to constitute a major
obstacle to peace on the basis of the two-State solution, and the continued imposition of closures
and restrictions on the movement of persons and goods, which have detrimentally affected their
right to health care, including access of pregnant women to health services for antenatal care and
safe delivery, education, employment, development and freedom of movement,

Gravely concerned, in particular, about the critical socio-economic and humanitarian
situation in the Gaza Strip, including that resulting from the Israeli military operations and the
imposition of a blockade consisting of the prolonged closure of border crossings and severe
restrictions on the movement of persons and goods, as well as the continued impeding of the
reconstruction process by Israel, the occupying Power, which has detrimentally affected every
aspect of the lives of the civilian population, especially women and children, in the Gaza Strip,

Stressing the importance of providing assistance, especially emergency assistance, to
alleviate the dire socio-economic and humanitarian situation being faced by Palestinian women
and their families,

Emphasizing the importance of increasing the role of women in peacebuilding and decision-
making with regard to conflict prevention and the peaceful resolution of conflicts as part of efforts
to ensure the safety and well-being of all women in the region, and stressing the importance of
their equal participation and involvement in all efforts for the achievement, maintenance and
promotion of peace and security,

%7 See General Assembly resolution 48/104.
% See General Assembly resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex.
81 United Nations, 77 reaty Series, vol. 1577, No. 27531.
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1. Reaffirms that the Israeli occupation remains the major obstacle for Palestinian women
with regard to their advancement, self-reliance and integration into the development of their
society, and stresses the importance of efforts to increase their role in decision-making with regard
to conflict prevention and resolution and to ensure their equal participation and involvement in all
efforts for the achievement, maintenance and promotion of peace and security;

2. Calls upon, in this regard, the international community to continue to provide urgently
needed assistance, especially emergency assistance, and services in an effort to alleviate the dire
humanitarian crisis being faced by Palestinian women and their families and to help in the
reconstruction of relevant Palestinian institutions, with the integration of a gender perspective into
all of its international assistance programmes, and affirms its support for the plan of August 2009
of the Palestinian Authority for constructing the institutions of an independent Palestinian State;

3. Demands that Israel, the occupying Power, comply fully with the provisions and
principles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,62 the Regulations annexed to the Hague
Convention IV of 1907,63 the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in
Time of War, of 12 August 1949,30 and all other relevant rules, principles and instruments of
international law, including the International Covenants on Human Rights,* in order to protect the
rights of Palestinian women and their families;

4. Urges the international community to continue to give special attention to the
promotion and protection of the human rights of Palestinian women and girls and to intensify its
measures to improve the difficult conditions being faced by Palestinian women and their families
living under Israeli occupation;

5. Calls upon Israel to facilitate the return of all refugees and displaced Palestinian
women and children to their homes and properties, in compliance with the relevant United
Nations resolutions;

6.  Requests the Commission on the Status of Women to continue to monitor and take
action with regard to the implementation of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the
Advancement of Women,” in particular paragraph 260 concerning Palestinian women and
children, the Beijing Platform for Action™ and the outcome documents of the twenty-third special
session of the General Assembly entitled “Women 2000: gender equality, development and peace
for the twenty-first century”;'’

7. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to review the situation, to assist Palestinian
women by all available means, including those set out in his report,” and to submit to the
Commission on the Status of Women at its fifty-sixth session a report, including information
provided by the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia, on the progress made in the
implementation of the present resolution.

44th plenary meeting
26 July 2011
2011/19.  Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS
The Economic and Social Council,
Recalling its resolution 2009/6 of 24 July 2009,

Having considered the report of the Executive Director of the Joint United Nations
Programme on HIV/AIDS,**

62 General Assembly resolution 217 A (I1I).

8 See Camegie Endowment for International Peace, The Hague Conventions and Declarations of 1899 and 1907
(New York, Oxford University Press, 1915).

64 See E/2011/109.
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recruitment processes in the relevant organizatimscontinue working collaboratively to enhancendgr
mainstreaming within the United Nations systempitiag by:

(@ Continuing to work to better align gender equalitogramming with national priorities, as reque iy
the Member State concerned, with the aim of infiegrgender mainstreaming into policies, legisfetiod programmes;

(b) Promoting a facilitative and evolving environméamt gender mainstreaming at the headquarters level
and ensuring that entities within the United Natisystem dedicate adequate financial and humanrecesoto
gender equality programming at the country level;

(© Strengthening the coordination of gender-respengperational activities among entities of theté&thi
Nations system through existing coordination meighag at the country level and in partnership, where
appropriate, with other relevant entities and mafipartners;

(d) Ensuring that the various existing accountabitiggchanisms of the United Nations system provide fo
more coherent, accurate and effective monitorimgluation and reporting on gender equality resarii on the
tracking of gender-related resource allocation exmknditure, including through the promotion of tise, where
appropriate, of gender markers, and encouragingshdy United Nations country teams of genderiateability
mechanisms to assist and improve their performatite country level;

(& Supporting UN-Women in its promotion of increasaccountability for gender mainstreaming,
including through the systematic use of monitodang reporting mechanisms, including for United dfaicountry
teams and for assessing individual staff perfor@anc

() Securing technical expertise for gender equadifgrogramme planning and implementation to ensure
that gender dimensions are systematically addresgkdn this regard, drawing on the gender exgaestvailable in
the United Nations system, including in UN-Womerassist in the preparation of the United Natioagdlbpment
Assistance Framework and other development progiagrirameworks;

(9 Providing ongoing capacity development in theaarE gender mainstreaming for all United Nations
staff and personnel at the country level, includegjdent coordinators and members of the UnitabiNacountry
teams, particularly gender experts, to ensure ey are better able to advance gender equality tled
empowerment of women;

(hy Collecting, analysing, using and disseminatinqugarable data, disaggregated by sex and age, in a
regular and systematic manner to guide countryranaging investments, to support the preparatiarogdorate
and country-level documents, such as the strafggigrammatic and results-based frameworks, andritinue to
refine their tools for measuring progress and impac

(i) Ensuring progress, including through managenidldepartmental accountability, towards achievieg t
goal of a 50/50 gender balance at all levels irStheretariat and throughout the United Nationsegystvith due
regard to the representation of women from devedppountries and keeping in mind the principle qfible
geographical representation, in conformity withidet101, paragraph 3, of the Charter of the Uriitations;

9. Requestthe Secretary-General to submit to the Cound# aubstantive session of 2013 a report on the
implementation of the present resolution, includihg promotion of accountability and progress madée
implementation of the System-wide Action Plan.

48th plenary meeting
27 July 2012

2012/25. Situation of and assistance to Palestiniammen
The Economic and Social Council
Having considered with appreciatitie report of the Secretary-Genéfal,

Recalling the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Adgement of Women® in particular
paragraph 260 concerning Palestinian women andrehijlthe Beijing Platform for Action adopted a fFourth

127 E/CN.6/2012/6.

128 Report of the World Conference to Review and Agpriie Achievements of the United Nations Decadéidmen: Equality,
Development and Peace, Nairobi, 15-26 July ¥8850NF.116/28/Rev.1), chap. |, sect. A.
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World Conference on Wom&fland the outcome documents of the twenty-thirdiapeession of the General
Assembly, entitied “Women 2000: gender equalityettgpment and peace for the twenty-first centdiy”,

Recalling alsdts resolution 2011/18 of 26 July 2011 and otkévant United Nations resolutions, including
General Assembly resolution 57/337 of 3 July 2083the prevention of armed conflict and Security @ilu
resolution 1325 (2000) of 31 October 2000 on woar@hpeace and security,

Recalling furthetthe Declaration on the Elimination of ViolenceiageWomen™ as it concerns the protection
of civilian populations,

Recalling the International Covenant on Civil and PolitidRights,** the International Covenant on

Economic, Social and Cultural Rightsand the Convention on the Rights of the Chifdnd reaffirming that these
human rights instruments must be respected in ¢eeged Palestinian Territory, including East Jalers,

Expressing deep conceabout the grave situation of Palestinian wometherOccupied Palestinian Territory,
including East Jerusalem, resulting from the seirapact of the ongoing illegal Israeli occupatioall of its
manifestations,

Expressing grave conceabout the increased difficulties being faced biggimian women and girls living
under Israeli occupation, including the continuatid home demolitions, evictions of Palestiniahs,revocation of
residency rights and arbitrary detention and iroprigent, as well as high rates of poverty and ungynmént, food
insecurity, inadequate water supply, incidents ahestic violence, and declining health, educatioa kving
standards, including the rising incidence of traamé the decline in their psychological well-beiagd expressing
grave concern about the dire humanitarian crisis insecurity and instability on the ground in thecGpied
Palestinian Territory, in particular in the GazapGt

Deploringthe dire economic and social conditions of Pai@stiwvomen and girls in the Occupied Palestinian
Territory, including East Jerusalem, and the syatienviolation of their human rights resulting fraire severe
impact of ongoing illegal Israeli practices, indhgl displacement and the confiscation of land,iqastrly in
connection with the construction and expansioretifesnents and the wall, which continue to cortstiumajor
obstacle to peace on the basis of the two-Staté@nland the continued imposition of closures r@strictions on
the movement of persons and goods, which haveraettally affected their right to health care, idahg access of
pregnant women to health services for antenatal @ad safe delivery, education, employment, dewsop and
freedom of movement,

Gravely concernedin particular, about the critical socioeconomiwl daumanitarian situation in the Gaza
Strip, including that resulting from the Israelilitary operations and the imposition of a blockadssisting of the
prolonged closure of border crossings and sevstéct®ns on the movement of persons and goodsethss the
continued impeding of the reconstruction procesksiagl, the occupying Power, which has detrimignédiected
every aspect of the lives of the civilian populatiespecially women and children, in the Gaza Strip

Stressingthe importance of providing assistance, especithergency assistance, to alleviate the dire
socioeconomic and humanitarian situation beingifbgePalestinian women and their families,

Emphasizinghe importance of increasing the role of womerpéacebuilding and decision-making with
regard to conflict prevention and the peacefullutism of conflicts as part of efforts to ensure #afety and well-
being of all women in the region, and stressingintigortance of their equal participation and ineohent in all
efforts for the achievement, maintenance and priomof peace and security,

1. Reaffirmsthat the Israeli occupation remains the majoramistfor Palestinian women with regard to
their advancement, self-reliance and integratitmtime development of their society, and stressesriportance of
efforts to increase their role in decision-makirithwegard to conflict prevention and resolutiod &mensure their
equal participation and involvement in all effdids the achievement, maintenance and promotioreatg and
security;

129 Report of the Fourth World Conference on WomeiiinBe#i—15 September 1998nited Nations publication, Sales No. E.96.1V,13)
chap. |, resolution 1, annex II.

130 General Assembly resolution S-23/2, annex, amdLteEmn S-23/3, annex.
131 General Assembly resolution 48/104.
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2. Calls uponthe international community, in this regard, tontemie to provide urgently needed
assistance, especially emergency assistance, iswksen an effort to alleviate the dire humar@tarcrisis being
faced by Palestinian women and their families arigetp in the reconstruction of relevant Palestinigstitutions,
with the integration of a gender perspective ititofats international assistance programmes, @mmends the
implementation of the August 2009 plan of the Ralies Authority for building the institutions ohandependent
Palestinian State within a 24-month period andstgeificant achievements made, as confirmed byriat®nal
institutions, including the United Nations, thesimtational Monetary Fund and the World Bank;

3. Demandsthat Israel, the occupying Power, comply fully hwthe provisions and principles of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rightéthe Regulations annexed to the Hague Conventioof 19073 the
Geneva Convention relative to the Protection ofli@iv Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 194%and all
other relevant rules, principles and instrumentsntdrnational law, including the International @oants on
Human Right$¥in order to protect the rights of Palestinian woraed their families;

4. Urgesthe international community to continue to givecial attention to the promotion and protection of
the human rights of Palestinian women and girlstaridtensify its measures to improve the diffiaedinditions
being faced by Palestinian women and their farili@sy under Israeli occupation;

5.  Calls uponisrael to facilitate the return of all refugees aisplaced Palestinian women and children to
their homes and properties, in compliance wittréte/ant United Nations resolutions;

6. Stresseshe urgent need for sustained and active intermaitinvolvement, including by the Quartet, to
support both parties in resuming, advancing anele@ting the peace process negotiations for thie\sment of a
just, lasting and comprehensive peace settlemertheobasis of United Nations resolutions, the @tismad map
to a permanent two-State solution to the Isragédfiaian conflict®” and the Arab Peace Initiative adopted by the
Council of the League of Arab States at its fourtlesession®®

7. Requestthe Commission on the Status of Women to contimureonitor and take action with regard to
the implementation of the Nairobi Forward-lookintjaggies for the Advancement of Wont&hin particular
paragraph 260 concerning Palestinian women andrehijl the Beijing Platform for Actidff and the outcome
documents of the twenty-third special session efGeneral Assembly, entitled “Women 2000: gendaalky,
development and peace for the twenty-first centtify”

8. Requestshe Secretary-General to continue to review th&atsdn, to assist Palestinian women by all
available means, including those set out in hiertéff and to submit to the Commission on the Statusafiév at
its fifty-seventh session a report, including infiation provided by the Economic and Social Comimissor
Western Asia, on the progress made in the implatientof the present resolution.

48th plenary meeting
27 July 2012

2012/26. Programme of Action for the Least DevelogeCountries for the Decade 2011-2020
The Economic and Social Council

Recallingthe Istanbul Declaratidff and the Programme of Action for the Least Develdpeuntries for the
Decade 2011-2028° adopted by the Fourth United Nations Conferenddem.east Developed Countries, held in

1% General Assembly resolution 217 A (lll).

1% See Carnegie Endowment for International PeeieHague Conventions and Declarations of 189918 (New York, Oxford
University Press, 1915).
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(K) Collecting, analysing, disseminating and usingueate, reliable, comparable and relevant data,
disaggregated by sex and age, in a regular anensgtt manner, in order to guide country progrargmia
support the preparation of organization-wide anthtrg-level documents, such as the strategic, progratic and
results-based frameworks and evaluations, andntince to promote and refine their tools for meiaguprogress
and impact;

11. Requestthe Secretary-General to submit to the EconondcSatial Council at its substantive session
of 2014 a report on the implementation of the presesolution, including on the promotion of acdability at
both the national and the global levels and onrpszgmade in the implementation of the System-atien Plan.

45th plenary meeting
24 July 2013

2013/17. Situation of and assistance to Palestiniammen
The Economic and Social Council
Having considered with appreciatidine report of the Secretary-Genéral,

Recalling the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Adeement of Women? in particular
paragraph 260 concerning Palestinian women andrehjlthe Beijing Platform for Action, adopted s Fourth
World Conference on Woménand the outcomes of the twenty-third special sessf the General Assembly,
entitled “Women 2000: gender equality, developraextpeace for the twenty-first centur”,

Recalling alsats resolution 2012/25 of 27 July 2012 and otktrvant United Nations resolutions, including
General Assembly resolution 57/337 of 3 July 20A3the prevention of armed conflict and Security a@iu
resolution 1325 (2000) of 31 October 2000 on woar@hpeace and security,

Recalling furtherthe Declaration on the Elimination of Violence iagh Womeri’ as it concerns the
protection of civilian populations,

Recallingthe International Covenant on Civil and Politéghts®® the International Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rightsand the Convention on the Rights of the CHildnd reaffirming that these human
rights instruments must be respected in the Oodiadestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem,

Expressing deep conceabout the grave situation of Palestinian womeherOccupied Palestinian Territory,
including East Jerusalem, resulting from the seirapact of the ongoing illegal Israeli occupatiom all of its
manifestations,

Expressing grave conceabout the increased difficulties being faced by &adian women and girls living
under Israeli occupation, including the continuatid home demolitions, evictions of Palestiniahs,revocation of
residency rights, arbitrary detention and imprisentnand settler violence against Palestinianianng| as well as
high rates of poverty, unemployment, food inseguriadequate water supply, incidents of domestience and
declining health, education and living standandgluding the rising incidence of trauma and thdiniedn their
psychological well-being, and expressing grave esnabout the dire humanitarian crisis and thecimifg and
instability on the ground in the Occupied Paleatiriierritory, in particular in the Gaza Strip,

Deploringthe dire economic and social conditions of Palestiwvomen and girls in the Occupied Palestinian
Territory, including East Jerusalem, and the syatienviolation of their human rights resulting frdire severe

53 E/CN.6/2013/6.
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impact of ongoing illegal Israeli practices, indhgl displacement and confiscation of land, pawidyl in
connection with the construction and expansioretifesnents and the wall, which continue to cortstilumajor
obstacle to peace on the basis of the two-Staié@gland the continued imposition of closures i@sttictions on
the movement of persons and goods, which havergettally affected their right to health care, idahg access of
pregnant women to health services for antenatel aad safe delivery, education, employment, dewsbop and
freedom of movement,

Gravely concernedin particular, about the critical socioeconomiel dumanitarian situation in the Gaza
Strip, including that resulting from Israeli milijaoperations and the imposition of a blockade isting of the
prolonged closure of border crossings and sevstigctions on the movement of persons and goodsehas the
continued impeding of the reconstruction procesksiagel, the occupying Power, which has detrimigngédiected
every aspect of the lives of the civilian populatiespecially women and children, in the Gaza ,Strip

Stressingthe importance of providing assistance, especithergency assistance, to alleviate the dire
socioeconomic and humanitarian situation beingifagePalestinian women and their families,

Emphasizinghe importance of increasing the role of womempéacebuilding and decision-making with
regard to conflict prevention and the peacefullutism of conflicts as part of efforts to ensure #afety and well-
being of all women in the region, and stressingirth@ortance of their equal participation and ineohent in all
efforts for the achievement, maintenance and priomof peace and security,

1. Reaffirmsthat the Israeli occupation remains the majoramtestfor Palestinian women with regard to
their advancement, self-reliance and integratitmtime development of their society, and stressesnportance of
efforts to increase their role in decision-makirithwegard to conflict prevention and resolutiod émensure their
equal participation and involvement in all effdids the achievement, maintenance and promotioreatg and
security;

2. Calls uponthe international community, in this regard, tonteaie to provide urgently needed
assistance, especially emergency assistance, iawksen an effort to alleviate the dire humaimtarcrisis being
faced by Palestinian women and their families anigetp in the reconstruction of relevant Palesiinigtitutions,
with the integration of a gender perspective ititofats international assistance programmes, @mmends the
implementation of the August 2009 plan of the Rimies Authority for constructing the institutioref an
independent Palestinian State and the significatne@ements made, as confirmed by internationditutisns,
including the World Bank, the International Mongteund and the United Nations;

3. Demandsthat Israel, the occupying Power, comply fullyhwthe provisions and principles of the
Universal Declaration of Human Riglitthe Regulations annexed to the Hague Conventioaf 148 October
1907, the Geneva Convention relative to the Piotecf Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 Augd949°*
and all other relevant rules, principles and imsents of international law, including the Interoasil Covenants on
Human Rights®in order to protect the rights of Palestinian woraed their families;

4. Urgesthe international community to continue to giveaal attention to the promotion and protection
of the human rights of Palestinian women and gints$ to intensify its measures to improve the dilficonditions
being faced by Palestinian women and their faniliesy under Israeli occupation;

5. Calls uponisrael to facilitate the return of all refugees aisplaced Palestinian women and children to
their homes and properties, in compliance withréfes/ant United Nations resolutions;

6. Stresseghe urgent need for sustained and active intemmatinvolvement, including by the Quartet, to
support both parties in resuming, advancing and@eting substantive and credible peace procesdizions for
the achievement of a just, lasting and comprehenace settlement, on the basis of United Natéstdutions,
the Quartet road map to a permanent two-Stateisolt the Israeli-Palestinian conffitand the Arab Peace
Initiative adopted by the Council of the Leaguéwaib States at its fourteenth sessin:;

€0 General Assembly resolution 217 A (I1l).
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7. Requestthe Commission on the Status of Women to contimueonitor and take action with regard to
the implementation of the Nairobi Forward-lookingaggies for the Advancement of Wonféiin particular
paragraph 260 concerning Palestinian women andrehijlthe Beijing Platform for Acti6hand the outcomes of
the twenty-third special session of the Generaéiebdy, entitled “Women 2000: gender equality, demelent and
peace for the twenty-first century”;

8. Requestshe Secretary-General to continue to review theatin, to assist Palestinian women by all
available means, including those set out in hiertépand to submit to the Commission on the Statusafe at
its fifty-eighth session a report, including infation provided by the Economic and Social Commisday
Western Asia, on the progress made in the implatientof the present resolution.

46th plenary meeting
24 July 2013

2013/18. Future organization and methods of work ahe Commission on the Status of Women
The Economic and Social Council

Recallingthat in its resolutions 1987/24 of 26 May 198 QW25 of 24 May 1990, 1996/6 of 22 July 1996,
2001/4 of 24 July 2001, 2006/9 of 25 July 2006 2669/15 of 28 July 2009, the Council adopted nyaltir
programmes of work for a focused and thematic ambréor the Commission on the Status of Women,

Recalling alsahat in its resolution 2009/15, the Council conéd that the Commission should maintain its
current working methods, as adopted by the Coumdis resolution 2006/9, and should continue tepkés
working methods under review,

Recalling furtherthat in its resolution 2009/15, the Council deditieat the Commission at its fifty-seventh
session, in 2013, would discuss the possibilitycafiducting, in 2015, a review and appraisal of Beging
Declaration and Platform for Actibhand the outcomes of the twenty-third special sessf the General
Assembly, entitled “Women 2000: gender equalityetiment and peace for the twenty-first centfry”,

Recallingthat in its resolution 2009/15, the Council deditlgat at its fifty-seventh session the Commission
would decide on priority themes for future sessions

Recalling alsoits resolution 2012/30 of 27 July 2012, in whidte tCouncil called upon its functional
commissions, the regional commissions and othesidiely bodies, within their respective mandategrovide
coherent support to the Council in the integrateti@ordinated implementation of and follow-uphe dutcomes
of all major United Nations conferences and sumimitee economic, social, environmental and relfigdds, and
noting in this regard the ongoing review of the lengentation of General Assembly resolution 61/16 of
20 November 2006 on strengthening of the Councll,

Reaffirmingthe central role of the Commission in the follopvta the Fourth World Conference on Women
and the outcomes of the twenty-third special sessithe General Assembly,

Recognizindhat the organization of work of the Commissiooudth contribute to advancing and accelerating
the implementation of the Beijing Declaration atetfBrm for Action and the outcomes of the twerttiyet special
session of the General Assembly at the local, maltioegional and international levels, and in tegard stressing
the need to further enhance the impact of the whithe Commission,

Recognizing alsdhat the implementation of the Beijing Declaratiand Platform for Action and the
outcomes of the twenty-third special session of3areral Assembly and the fulfilment of the oblmyad of States
parties under the Convention on the EliminatiorAbfForms of Discrimination against Wor&rare mutually
reinforcing in achieving gender equality and th@ewerment of women,

% Report of the Fourth World Conference on WometiinBe#i—15 September 1998nited Nations publication, Sales No. E.96.1\,13)
chap. |, resolution 1, annexes | and Il.

% General Assembly resolution S-23/2, annex, amiutes S-23/3, annex.
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2014/1.  Situation of and assistance to Palestinian women
The Economic and Social Council,
Having considered with appreciation the report of the Secretary-General,*

Recalling the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women,? in particular
paragraph 260 concerning Palestinian women and children, the Beijing Platform for Action, adopted at the Fourth
World Conference on Women,® and the outcomes of the twenty-third special session of the General Assembly,

entitled “Women 2000: gender equality, development and peace for the twenty-first century”,*

Recalling also its resolution 2013/17 of 24 July 2013 and other relevant United Nations resolutions, including
General Assembly resolution 57/337 of 3 July 2003 on the prevention of armed conflict and Security Council
resolution 1325 (2000) of 31 October 2000 on women and peace and security,

Recalling further the Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women?® as it concerns the protection
of civilian populations,

Recalling the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,® the International Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights® and the Convention on the Rights of the Child,” and reaffirming that these human rights
instruments must be respected in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem,

Expressing deep concern about the grave situation of Palestinian women in the Occupied Palestinian Territory,
including East Jerusalem, resulting from the severe impact of the ongoing illegal Israeli occupation and all of its
manifestations,

Expressing grave concern about the increased difficulties being faced by Palestinian women and girls living
under Israeli occupation, including the continuation of home demolitions, evictions of Palestinians, the revocation of
residency rights, arbitrary detention and imprisonment and escalating settler violence against Palestinian civilians
and their property, as well as high rates of poverty, unemployment, food insecurity, inadequate water supply and
unsafe drinking water, incidents of domestic violence and declining health, education and living standards, including
the rising incidence of trauma and the decline in their psychological well-being, and expressing grave concern about
the dire humanitarian crisis and the insecurity and instability on the ground in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, in
particular in the Gaza Strip,

Deploring the dire economic and social conditions of Palestinian women and girls in the Occupied Palestinian
Territory, including East Jerusalem, and the systematic violation of their human rights resulting from the severe
impact of ongoing illegal Israeli practices, including the forced displacement of civilians and confiscation of land,
particularly in connection with the construction and expansion of settlements and the wall, which continue to
constitute a major obstacle to peace on the basis of the two-State solution, and the continued imposition of closures
and restrictions on the movement of persons and goods, including the permit regime throughout the Occupied
Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, which have detrimentally affected their right to health care,
including access of pregnant women to health services for antenatal care and safe delivery, education, employment,
development and freedom of movement,

L E/CN.6/2014/6.
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Gravely concerned, in particular, about the critical socioeconomic and humanitarian situation in the Gaza
Strip, including that resulting from Israeli military operations, including those in November 2012, and the
continuing imposition of a blockade consisting of the prolonged closure of border crossings and severe restrictions
on the movement of persons and goods, as well as the continued impeding of the reconstruction process by Israel,
the occupying Power, which has detrimentally affected every aspect of the lives of the civilian population, especially
women and children, in the Gaza Strip,

Stressing the importance of providing assistance, especially emergency assistance, to alleviate the dire
socioeconomic and humanitarian situation being faced by Palestinian women and their families, and recognizing the
essential efforts and support being provided by the United Nations agencies and other humanitarian aid
organizations on the ground,

Reiterating the importance of increasing the role of women in peacebuilding and decision-making with regard
to conflict prevention and the peaceful resolution of conflicts as part of efforts to ensure the safety and well-being of
all women in the region, and stressing the importance of their equal participation and involvement in all efforts for
the achievement, maintenance and promotion of peace and security,

1. Reaffirms that the Israeli occupation remains the major obstacle for Palestinian women with regard to
their advancement, self-reliance and integration into the development of their society, and stresses the importance of
efforts to increase their role in decision-making with regard to conflict prevention and resolution and to ensure their
equal participation and involvement in all efforts for the achievement, maintenance and promotion of peace and
security;

2. Calls upon the international community, in this regard, to continue to provide urgently needed
assistance, especially emergency assistance, and services in an effort to alleviate the dire humanitarian crisis being
faced by Palestinian women and their families and to help in the reconstruction of relevant Palestinian institutions,
with the integration of a gender perspective into all of its international assistance programmes, commends the
implementation of the August 2009 plan of the Palestinian Authority for constructing the institutions of an
independent Palestinian State and the significant achievements made, as confirmed by international institutions,
including the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund and the United Nations, and calls for continued support
of these efforts;

3. Demands that Israel, the occupying Power, comply fully with the provisions and principles of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights,® the Regulations annexed to the Hague Convention IV of 18 October 1907,
the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949,° and all
other relevant rules, principles and instruments of international law, including the International Covenants on
Human Rights,® in order to protect the rights of Palestinian women and their families;

4. Urges the international community to continue to give special attention to the promotion and protection
of the human rights of Palestinian women and girls and to intensify its measures to improve the difficult conditions
being faced by Palestinian women and their families living under Israeli occupation;

5. Calls upon Israel to facilitate the return of all refugees and displaced Palestinian women and children to
their homes and properties, in compliance with the relevant United Nations resolutions;

6.  Stresses the urgent need for sustained and active international involvement, including by the Quartet, to
assist the parties in advancing and accelerating peace process negotiations for the achievement of a just, lasting and
comprehensive peace settlement that ends the occupation which began in 1967 and results in the independence of a
demaocratic, contiguous and viable State of Palestine living side by side in peace and security with Israel and its
neighbours, on the basis of United Nations resolutions, the Quartet road map to a permanent two-State solution to
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict'® and the Arab Peace Initiative adopted by the Council of the League of Arab States at

its fourteenth session;*!

& General Assembly resolution 217 A (111).
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7. Requests the Commission on the Status of Women to continue to monitor and take action with regard to
the implementation of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women,? in particular
paragraph 260 concerning Palestinian women and children, the Beijing Platform for Action,® and the outcomes of
the twenty-third special session of the General Assembly, entitled “WWomen 2000: gender equality, development and

peace for the twenty-first century”;*

8.  Requests the Secretary-General to continue to review the situation, to assist Palestinian women by all
available means, including those set out in his report,* and to submit to the Commission on the Status of \Women at
its fifty-ninth session a report, including information provided by the Economic and Social Commission for Western
Asia, on the progress made in the implementation of the present resolution.

22nd plenary meeting
12 June 2014

2014/2.  Mainstreaming a gender perspective into all policies and programmes in the United Nations
system

The Economic and Social Council,

Reaffirming its agreed conclusions 1997/2 of 18 July 1997 on mainstreaming a gender perspective into all
policies and programmes in the United Nations system,'? and recalling its resolutions on the subject matter,
including resolutions 2011/6 of 14 July 2011, 2012/24 of 27 July 2012 and 2013/16 of 24 July 2013,

Reaffirming also the commitments to gender equality and the advancement of women made at the Millennium
Summit,* the 2005 World Summit,** the high-level plenary meeting of the General Assembly on the Millennium
Development Goals,™ the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development™® and other major United
Nations summits, conferences and special sessions, and reaffirming further that their full, effective and accelerated
implementation is integral to achieving the internationally agreed development goals, including the Millennium
Development Goals,

Reaffirming further the commitment made at the 2005 World Summit to actively promote the mainstreaming
of a gender perspective into the design, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of policies and programmes in
all political, economic and social spheres and to further undertake to strengthen the capabilities of the United
Nations system in the area of gender,

Reaffirming that gender mainstreaming is a globally accepted strategy for achieving gender equality and the
empowerment of women and girls and constitutes a critical strategy in the full, effective and accelerated
implementation of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action'” and the outcome of the twenty-third special
session of the General Assembly, entitled “Women 2000: gender equality, development and peace for the twenty-
first century”,*® as well as in the full implementation of the Programme of Action of the International Conference on

Population and Development,™

Underlining the catalytic role played by the Commission on the Status of Women and the important roles
played by the Economic and Social Council and the General Assembly, and taking note of the agreed conclusions
and decisions of the Commission related to the promotion and monitoring of gender mainstreaming within the
United Nations system,

12 Official Records of the General Assembly, Fifty-second Session, Supplement No. 3 (A/52/3/Rev.1), chap. IV, sect. A, para. 4.
13 See General Assembly resolution 55/2.

14 See General Assembly resolution 60/1.

15 See General Assembly resolution 65/1.

16 See General Assembly resolution 66/288, annex.

17 Report of the Fourth World Conference on Women, Beijing, 4-15 September 1995 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.96.1V.13),
chap. I, resolution 1, annexes | and II.

18 General Assembly resolution S-23/2, annex, and resolution S-23/3, annex.

19 Report of the International Conference on Population and Development, Cairo, 5-13 September 1994 (United Nations publication,
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to promote more coherent, accurate and effective monitoring and reporting on progress on gender equality, the
impact of the promotion of gender equality and the use of common indicators on gender equality and the
empowerment of women and girls, taking into account the situation of women and girls who face discrimination
and marginalization and those in vulnerable situations;

(0) Continuing to promote the institutionalization of transparency and robust accountability systems, with a
focus on assessing gender mainstreaming, including at the level of United Nations country teams, through
capitalizing on the lessons learned from the design and implementation of the System-wide Action Plan, while both
expanding and drawing on assets and resources instituted to support the implementation of such transparency and
accountability systems;

(p) Facilitating complementarity among accountability instruments at the global and country levels;

(@ Striving for both dedicated results at the outcome level and the mainstreaming of gender equality
considerations through other priority areas;

() Ensuring adequate resources for meeting gender-related goals and targets across the post-2015
development framework;

15. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the Economic and Social Council, at its substantive session
of 2016, a report on the implementation of the present resolution, including on the promotion of accountability at
both the national and the global levels and on progress made in the implementation of the System-wide Action Plan.

36th plenary meeting
10 June 2015

2015/13. Situation of and assistance to Palestinian women

The Economic and Social Council,

Having considered with appreciation the report of the Secretary-General,*®

Recalling the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women, ® in particular

paragraph 260 concerning Palestinian women and children, the Beijing Platform for Action, adopted at the Fourth
World Conference on Women,® and the outcomes of the twenty-third special session of the General Assembly,
entitled “Women 2000: gender equality, development and peace for the twenty-first century”,*®

Recalling also its resolution 2014/1 of 12 June 2014 and other relevant United Nations resolutions, including
General Assembly resolution 57/337 of 3 July 2003, on the prevention of armed conflict, and Security Council
resolutions 1325 (2000) of 31 October 2000 and 2122 (2013) of 18 October 2013 on women and peace and security,

Recalling further the Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women™ as it concerns the
protection of civilian populations,

Recalling the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,”* the International Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights™ and the Convention on the Rights of the Child,”® and reaffirming that these human
rights instruments must be respected in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem,
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Recalling also the relevant resolutions of the Human Rights Council,

Taking note of the recent accession by the State of Palestine to several human rights treaties and the core
humanitarian law treaties,

Expressing deep concern about the grave situation of Palestinian women in the Occupied Palestinian Territory,
including East Jerusalem, resulting from the severe impact of the ongoing illegal Israeli occupation and all of its
manifestations,

Expressing grave concern about the increased difficulties being faced by Palestinian women and girls living
under Israeli occupation, including as a result of the continuation of home demolitions, evictions of Palestinians, the
revocation of residency rights, arbitrary detention and imprisonment and escalating settler violence against
Palestinian civilians and their properties, as well as high rates of poverty, unemployment, food insecurity, inadequate
water supply and unsafe drinking water, incidents of domestic violence and declining health, education and living
standards, including the rising incidence of trauma and the decline in their psychological well-being, particularly in
the Gaza Strip, where a grave humanitarian crisis continues to severely affect the situation of women and girls,

Deploring the dire economic and social conditions of Palestinian women and girls in the Occupied Palestinian
Territory, including East Jerusalem, and the systematic violation of their human rights resulting from the severe
impact of ongoing illegal Israeli practices, including the forced displacement of civilians, especially among the
Bedouin community, and confiscation of land, particularly in connection with the construction and expansion of
settlements and the wall, which continue to constitute a major obstacle to peace on the basis of the two-State
solution, and the continued imposition of closures and restrictions on the movement of persons and goods, including
the permit regime throughout the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, which have
detrimentally affected their right to health care, including access of pregnant women to health-care services for
antenatal care and safe delivery, education, employment, development and freedom of movement,

Condemning the military conflict in and around the Gaza Strip in July and August 2014 and the civilian
casualties caused, including the killing and injury of thousands of Palestinian civilians, including hundreds of
children, women and elderly persons, as well as the widespread destruction of homes and critical civilian
infrastructure, including schools, hospitals, water, sanitation and electricity networks, economic, industrial and
agricultural properties, public institutions, religious sites and United Nations schools and facilities, as well as the
internal displacement of hundreds of thousands of civilians, and any violations of international law, including
humanitarian and human rights law,

Gravely concerned, in particular, about the critical socioeconomic and humanitarian situation in the Gaza
Strip, including that resulting from the Israeli military operations in July and August 2014, as well as the long-term
negative impact of Israeli military operations from December 2008 to January 2009 and in November 2012, and the
continuing imposition of a blockade consisting of the prolonged closure of border crossings and severe restrictions
on the movement of persons and goods, as well as the continued impeding of the reconstruction process by Israel,
the occupying Power, which has detrimentally affected every aspect of the lives of the civilian population, especially
women and children, in the Gaza Strip,

Stressing the need for measures to be taken to guarantee the safety and protection of the Palestinian civilian
population throughout the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, in accordance with international
humanitarian law,

Stressing also the importance of providing assistance, especially emergency assistance, to alleviate the dire
socioeconomic and humanitarian situation being faced by Palestinian women and their families, and recognizing the
essential efforts and support being provided by the United Nations agencies and other humanitarian aid
organizations on the ground, particularly in response to the grave humanitarian crisis in the Gaza Strip,

Welcoming the convening of the Cairo International Conference on Palestine: Reconstructing Gaza, on
12 October 2014, and urging the timely and full disbursement of pledges for expediting the provision of
humanitarian assistance and the reconstruction process, which is essential for alleviating the distress of Palestinian
women and their families,

Reiterating the importance of increasing the role of women in peacebuilding and decision-making with regard
to conflict prevention and the peaceful resolution of conflicts as part of efforts to ensure the safety and well-being of
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all women in the region, and stressing the importance of women’s equal participation and involvement in all efforts
for the achievement, maintenance and promotion of peace and security,

1.  Reaffirms that the Israeli occupation remains the major obstacle for Palestinian women with regard to
their advancement, self-reliance and integration in the development of their society, and stresses the importance of
efforts to increase their role in decision-making with regard to conflict prevention and resolution and to ensure their
equal participation and involvement in all efforts for the achievement, maintenance and promotion of peace and
security;

2. Calls upon the international community, in this regard, to continue to provide urgently needed
assistance, especially emergency assistance, and services in an effort to alleviate the dire humanitarian crisis being
faced by Palestinian women and their families, in particular for addressing the humanitarian crisis and immense
reconstruction and recovery needs in the Gaza Strip, and to help in the reconstruction of relevant Palestinian
institutions, with the integration of a gender perspective into all of its international assistance programmes,
commends the achievements of the Palestinian Government in constructing the institutions of an independent
Palestinian State, as confirmed by international institutions, including by the World Bank, the International
Monetary Fund and the United Nations, and calls for continued support of these efforts;

3. Calls upon international donors to fulfil without delay all pledges made at the Cairo International
Conference on Palestine: Reconstructing Gaza in order to expedite the provision of humanitarian assistance and the
reconstruction process, which is essential for alleviating the distress of Palestinian women and their families;

4. Demands that Israel, the occupying Power, comply fully with the provisions and principles of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights,”® the Regulations annexed to the Hague Convention IV of 18 October
1907, the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949 and
all other relevant rules, principles and instruments of international law, including the International Covenants on
Human Rights,™ in order to protect the rights of Palestinian women and their families;

5. Urges the international community to continue to give special attention to the promotion and protection
of the human rights of Palestinian women and girls and to intensify its measures to improve the difficult conditions
being faced by Palestinian women and their families living under Israeli occupation;

6.  Calls upon Israel to facilitate the return of all refugees and displaced Palestinian women and children to
their homes and properties, in compliance with the relevant United Nations resolutions;

7. Urges the international community to make renewed efforts aimed at advancing and accelerating the
conclusion of a peace treaty based on clear parameters and with a defined time frame to attain without delay an end
to the Israeli occupation that began in 1967 by resolving all outstanding issues, including all core issues, without
exception, for a just, lasting and peaceful settlement of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, in accordance with the
internationally recognized basis of the two-State solution, and of the Arab-Israeli conflict as a whole, for the
realization of a comprehensive peace in the Middle East;

8. Requests the Commission on the Status of Women to continue to monitor and take action with regard to
the implementation of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women,” in particular
paragraph 260 concerning Palestinian women and children, the Beijing Platform for Action® and the outcomes of
the twenty-third special session of the General Assembly, entitled “Women 2000: gender equality, development and
peace for the twenty-first century”;®

9.  Requests the Secretary-General to continue to review the situation, to assist Palestinian women by all
available means, including those laid out in his report,% and to submit to the Commission on the Status of Women at
its sixtieth session a report, including information provided by the Economic and Social Commission for Western
Asia, on the progress made in the implementation of the present resolution.

36th plenary meeting
10 June 2015

™ General Assembly resolution 217 A (I11).
™ United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 75, No. 973,
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(b) Sixty-second session (2018):

(i)  Priority theme: Challenges and opportunities in achieving gender equality and the empowerment of rural
women and girls;

(i) Review theme: Participation in and access of women to the media, and information and communications
technologies and their impact on and use as an instrument for the advancement and empowerment of women
(agreed conclusions of the forty-seventh session);

(¢) Sixty-third session (2019):

(i) Priority theme: Social protection systems, access to public services and sustainable infrastructure for
gender equality and the empowerment of women and girls;

(i) Review theme: Women’s empowerment and the link to sustainable development (agreed conclusions of
the sixtieth session);

2. Requests the Commission, in order to achieve concrete results in each review cycle, to consider and make
arecommendation at its sixty-second session on how best to utilize the year 2020, on the occasion of the twenty-fifth
anniversary of the Fourth World Conference on Women, so as to accelerate the realization of gender equality and the
empowerment of women and girls;

3. Affirms that the Commission will contribute to the thematic reviews of progress on the Sustainable
Development Goals taking place at the high-level political forum on sustainable development.

27th plenary meeting
2 June 2016

2016/4.  Situation of and assistance to Palestinian women

The Economic and Social Council,
Having considered with appreciation the report of the Secretary-General, 2!

Recalling the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women, % in particular
paragraph 260 concerning Palestinian women and children, the Beijing Platform for Action, adopted at the Fourth
World Conference on Women,?® and the outcomes of the twenty-third special session of the General Assembly,
entitled “Women 2000: gender equality, development and peace for the twenty-first century”,?*

Recalling also its resolution 2015/13 of 10 June 2015 and other relevant United Nations resolutions, including
General Assembly resolution 57/337 of 3 July 2003 on the prevention of armed conflict and Security Council
resolutions 1325 (2000) of 31 October 2000 and 2122 (2013) of 18 October 2013 on women and peace and security,

Recalling further the Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women?® as it concerns the protection

of civilian populations,

Recalling the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,? the International Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights® and the Convention on the Rights of the Child,?” and reaffirming that these human rights
instruments must be respected in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem,

2L E/CN.6/2016/6.

22 Report of the World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace, Nairobi, 15-26 July 1985 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.85.IV.10), chap. I, sect. A.

23 Report of the Fourth World Conference on Women, Beijing, 415 September 1995 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.96.1V.13),
chap. I, resolution 1, annex II.

24 General Assembly resolution S-23/2, annex, and resolution S-23/3, annex.
%5 General Assembly resolution 48/104.

% See General Assembly resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex.
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Recalling also the relevant resolutions of the Human Rights Council,

Taking note of the accession by the State of Palestine to several human rights treaties and the core humanitarian
law treaties,

Expressing deep concern about the grave situation of Palestinian women in the Occupied Palestinian Territory,
including East Jerusalem, resulting from the severe impact of the ongoing illegal Israeli occupation and all of its
manifestations,

Expressing grave concern about the increased difficulties being faced by Palestinian women and girls living
under Israeli occupation, including as a result of the continuation of home demolitions, evictions of Palestinians, the
revocation of residency rights, and arbitrary detention and imprisonment, as well as high rates of poverty,
unemployment, food insecurity, inadequate water supply and unsafe drinking water, shortage of electricity and fuel,
incidents of domestic violence and declining health, education and living standards, including the rising incidence of
trauma and the decline in their psychological well-being, particularly in the Gaza Strip, where a humanitarian disaster
continues to severely affect the situation of women and girls,

Deploring the dire economic and social conditions of Palestinian women and girls in the Occupied Palestinian
Territory, including East Jerusalem, and the systematic violation of their human rights resulting from the severe impact
of ongoing illegal Israeli practices, including the forced displacement and transfer of civilians, especially among the
Bedouin community, and confiscation of land, particularly in connection with the construction and expansion of
settlements and the wall, which continue to constitute a major obstacle to peace on the basis of the two-State solution
based on the pre-1967 borders, and the continued imposition of closures and restrictions on the movement of persons
and goods, including the permit regime throughout the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem,
which have detrimentally affected their right to health care, including access of pregnant women to health-care
services for antenatal care and safe delivery, education, employment, development and freedom of movement,

Expressing grave concern about all acts of violence, intimidation and provocation by Israeli settlers against
Palestinian civilians, including women and children, and properties, including homes, mosques, churches and
agricultural lands, condemning acts of terror by several extremist Israeli settlers, and calling for accountability for the
illegal actions perpetrated in this regard,

Gravely concerned by the tensions and violence in the recent period throughout the Occupied Palestinian
Territory, including East Jerusalem, and deploring the loss of innocent civilian life, including among girls and women,
as a result of excessive and indiscriminate use of force by Israeli occupying forces,

Condemning the military conflict in and around the Gaza Strip in July and August 2014 and the civilian
casualties caused, including the killing and injury of thousands of Palestinian civilians, including hundreds of children,
women and elderly persons, as well as the widespread destruction of homes and critical civilian infrastructure,
including schools, hospitals, water, sanitation and electricity networks, economic, industrial and agricultural
properties, public institutions, religious sites and United Nations schools and facilities, as well as the internal
displacement of hundreds of thousands of civilians, and any violations of international law, including humanitarian
and human rights law,

Taking note of the report and findings of the independent commission of inquiry established pursuant to Human
Rights Council resolution S-21/1,%8 and stressing the need to ensure accountability for all violations of international
humanitarian law and international human rights law in order to end impunity, ensure justice, deter further violations,
protect civilians and promote peace,

Gravely concerned, in particular, by the persisting disastrous humanitarian situation and socioeconomic
conditions in the Gaza Strip, including those resulting from the Israeli military operations in July and August 2014, as
well as the long-term negative impact of Israeli military operations from December 2008 to January 2009 and in
November 2012, and the continuing imposition of a blockade consisting of the prolonged closure of border crossings
and severe restrictions on the movement of persons and goods, as well as the continued impeding of the reconstruction

2 A/HRC/29/52.
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process by Israel, the occupying Power, which has detrimentally affected every aspect of the lives of the civilian
population, especially women and children, in the Gaza Strip,

Stressing the need for measures to be taken to guarantee the safety and protection of the Palestinian civilian
population throughout the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, consistent with the provisions
and obligations under international humanitarian law,

Stressing also the importance of providing assistance, especially emergency assistance, to alleviate the dire
socioeconomic and humanitarian situation being faced by Palestinian women and their families, and recognizing the
essential efforts and support being provided by the United Nations agencies and other humanitarian aid organizations
on the ground, particularly in response to the grave humanitarian crisis in the Gaza Strip,

Recalling the convening of the Cairo International Conference on Palestine: Reconstructing Gaza, on
12 October 2014, and urging the timely and full disbursement of pledges for expediting the provision of humanitarian
assistance and the reconstruction process, which is essential for alleviating the distress of Palestinian women and their
families,

Expressing grave concern that Palestinian women and girls continue to be held in Israeli prisons or detention
centres under harsh conditions, including, inter alia, unhygienic conditions, solitary confinement, extensive use of
administrative detention of excessive duration without charge and denial of due process, and noting that women and
girls also face gender-specific challenges, including inadequate access to medical care, risks associated with
pregnancy and giving birth in prison and sexual harassment,

Reiterating the importance of increasing the role of women in peacebuilding and decision-making with regard
to conflict prevention and the peaceful resolution of conflicts as part of efforts to ensure the safety and well-being of
all women in the region, and stressing the importance of women’s equal participation and involvement in all efforts
for the achievement, maintenance and promotion of peace and security,

1. Reaffirms that the Isracli occupation remains the major obstacle for Palestinian women with regard to their
advancement, self-reliance and integration in the development of their society, and stresses the importance of efforts
to increase their role in decision-making with regard to conflict prevention and resolution and to ensure their equal
participation and involvement in all efforts for the achievement, maintenance and promotion of peace and security;

2. Calls upon the international community, in this regard, to continue to provide urgently needed assistance,
especially emergency assistance, and services, bearing in mind, inter alia, the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development?® and national priorities, in an effort to alleviate the dire humanitarian crisis being faced by Palestinian
women and their families, in particular for addressing the humanitarian crisis and immense reconstruction and
recovery needs in the Gaza Strip, and to help in the reconstruction of relevant Palestinian institutions, with the
integration of a gender perspective into all of its international assistance programmes, commends the achievements
of the Palestinian Government in constructing the institutions of an independent Palestinian State, as confirmed by
international institutions, including by the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund and the United Nations, and

calls for continued support of these efforts;

3. Calls upon international donors to fulfil without delay all pledges made on 12 October 2014 at the Cairo
International Conference on Palestine: Reconstructing Gaza, in order to expedite the provision of humanitarian
assistance and the reconstruction process, which is essential for alleviating the distress of Palestinian women and their
families;

4.  Demands that Israel, the occupying Power, comply fully with the provisions and principles of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights,*° the Regulations annexed to the Hague Convention IV of 18 October 1907,
the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949%! and all
other relevant rules, principles and instruments of international law, including the International Covenants on Human
Rights,” in order to protect the rights of Palestinian women and their families;

29 General Assembly resolution 70/1.
30 General Assembly resolution 217 A (III).
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5. Urges the international community to continue to give special attention to the promotion and protection
of the human rights of Palestinian women and girls and to intensify its measures to improve the difficult conditions
being faced by Palestinian women and their families living under Israeli occupation;

6.  Calls upon Israel to facilitate the return of all refugees and displaced Palestinian women and children to
their homes and properties, in compliance with the relevant United Nations resolutions;

7. Urges the international community to make renewed efforts aimed at advancing and accelerating the
conclusion of a peace treaty based on clear parameters and with a defined time frame to attain without delay an end
to the Israeli occupation that began in 1967 by resolving all outstanding issues, including all core issues, without
exception, for a just, lasting and peaceful settlement of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, in accordance with the
internationally recognized basis of the two-State solution, and of the Arab-Israeli conflict as a whole, for the realization
of a comprehensive peace in the Middle East;

8. Requests the Commission on the Status of Women to continue to monitor and take action with regard to
the implementation of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women,? in particular
paragraph 260 concerning Palestinian women and children, the Beijing Platform for Action® and the outcomes of the
twenty-third special session of the General Assembly, entitled “Women 2000: gender equality, development and peace
for the twenty-first century”’;>*

9.  Requests the Secretary-General to continue to review the situation, to assist Palestinian women by all
available means, including those laid out in his report,?! and to submit to the Commission on the Status of Women at
its sixty-first session a report, including information provided by the Economic and Social Commission for Western
Asia, on the progress made in the implementation of the present resolution.

27th plenary meeting
2 June 2016

2016/5.  United Nations Inter-Agency Task Force on the Prevention and Control
of Non-communicable Diseases

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling its resolutions 2013/12 of 22 July 2013, 2014/10 of 13 June 2014 and 2015/8 of 9 June 2015 on the
United Nations Inter-Agency Task Force on the Prevention and Control of Non-communicable Diseases,

Acknowledging that the global burden and threat of non-communicable diseases, principally cardiovascular
diseases, cancer, chronic respiratory diseases and diabetes, which are linked to four main risk factors, namely, tobacco
use, harmful use of alcohol, unhealthy diet and physical inactivity, as well as the global burden of mental health and
neurological issues, constitute major challenges for economic and social development in the twenty-first century and
may lead to increasing inequalities within and between countries and populations,

Reaffirming General Assembly resolution 70/1 of 25 September 2015, entitled “Transforming our world: the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development”, in which the Assembly adopted a comprehensive, far-reaching and
people-centred set of universal and transformative Sustainable Development Goals and targets and affirmed its
commitment to working tirelessly for the full implementation of this Agenda by 2030, its recognition that eradicating
poverty in all its forms and dimensions, including extreme poverty, is the greatest global challenge and an
indispensable requirement for sustainable development, its commitment to achieving sustainable development in its
three dimensions — economic, social and environmental — in a balanced and integrated manner, and to building upon
the achievements of the Millennium Development Goals and seeking to address their unfinished business,

Reaffirming also General Assembly resolution 69/313 of 27 July 2015 on the Addis Ababa Action Agenda of
the Third International Conference on Financing for Development, which is an integral part of the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development, supports and complements it, helps to contextualize its means of implementation targets
with concrete policies and actions, and reaffirms the strong political commitment to address the challenge of financing
and creating an enabling environment at all levels for sustainable development in the spirit of global partnership and
solidarity,

Welcoming the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, while highlighting the integrality of the Sustainable
Development Goals, in particular, goals and targets related to health and non-communicable diseases,
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2017/10. Situation of and assistance to Palestinian women
The Economic and Social Council,
Having considered with appreciation the report of the Secretary-General,®

Recalling the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women, ® in particular
paragraph 260 concerning Palestinian women and children, the Beijing Platform for Action, adopted at the Fourth
World Conference on Women,®” and the outcomes of the twenty-third special session of the General Assembly,
entitled “Women 2000: gender equality, development and peace for the twenty-first century”,%

Recalling also its resolution 2016/4 of 2 June 2016 and other relevant United Nations resolutions, including
General Assembly resolution 57/337 of 3 July 2003 on the prevention of armed conflict and Security Council
resolutions 1325 (2000) of 31 October 2000 and 2122 (2013) of 18 October 2013 on women and peace and security,

Recalling further the Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women® as it concerns the protection
of civilian populations,

Recalling the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,”° the International Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights™ and the Convention on the Rights of the Child,”* and reaffirming that these human rights
instruments must be respected in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem,

Recalling also the relevant resolutions of the Human Rights Council,

Taking note of the accession by the State of Palestine to several human rights treaties and the core humanitarian
law treaties,

Expressing deep concern about the grave situation of Palestinian women in the Occupied Palestinian Territory,
including East Jerusalem, resulting from the severe impact of the ongoing illegal Israeli occupation and all of its
manifestations,

Expressing grave concern about the increased difficulties being faced by Palestinian women and girls living
under Israeli occupation, including as a result of the continuation of home demolitions, evictions of Palestinians, the
revocation of residency rights and arbitrary detention and imprisonment, as well as high rates of poverty,
unemployment, food insecurity, inadequate water supply and unsafe drinking water, shortages of electricity and fuel,
incidents of domestic violence and declining health, education and living standards, including the rising incidence of
trauma and the decline in their psychological well-being, particularly in the Gaza Strip, where a humanitarian disaster
continues to severely affect the situation of women and girls,

Deploring the dire economic and social conditions of Palestinian women and girls in the Occupied Palestinian
Territory, including East Jerusalem, and the systematic violation of their human rights resulting from the severe impact
of ongoing illegal Israeli practices, including the forced displacement and transfer of civilians, especially among the
Bedouin community, and confiscation of land, particularly in connection with the construction and expansion of
settlements and the wall, which continue to constitute a major obstacle to peace on the basis of the two-State solution
based on the pre-1967 borders, and the continued imposition of closures and restrictions on the movement of persons
and goods, including the permit regime throughout the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem,
which have detrimentally affected their right to health care, including access of pregnant women to health-care
services for antenatal care and safe delivery, education, employment, development and freedom of movement,

65 E/CN.6/2017/6.

8 Report of the World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace, Nairobi, 15-26 July 1985 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.85.IV.10), chap. I, sect. A.

87 Report of the Fourth World Conference on Women, Beijing, 415 September 1995 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.96.IV.13),
chap. I, resolution 1, annex II.

8 General Assembly resolution S-23/2, annex, and resolution S-23/3, annex.
59 General Assembly resolution 48/104.
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Expressing grave concern about all acts of violence, intimidation and provocation by Israeli settlers against
Palestinian civilians, including women and children, and properties, including homes, mosques, churches and
agricultural lands, condemning acts of terror by several extremist Israeli settlers, and calling for accountability for the
illegal actions perpetrated in this regard,

Gravely concerned by the tensions and violence over the recent period throughout the Occupied Palestinian
Territory, including East Jerusalem, and deploring the loss of innocent civilian life, including among girls and women,
as a result of excessive and indiscriminate use of force by Israeli occupying forces,

Condemning the military conflict in and around the Gaza Strip in July and August 2014 and the civilian
casualties caused, including the killing and injury of thousands of Palestinian civilians, including hundreds of children,
women and elderly persons, as well as the widespread destruction of homes and critical civilian infrastructure,
including schools, hospitals, water, sanitation and electricity networks, economic, industrial and agricultural
properties, public institutions, religious sites and United Nations schools and facilities, as well as the internal
displacement of hundreds of thousands of civilians, and any violations of international law, including humanitarian
and human rights law,

Taking note of the report and findings of the independent commission of inquiry established pursuant to Human
Rights Council resolution S-21/1,7? and stressing the need to ensure accountability for all violations of international
humanitarian law and international human rights law in order to end impunity, ensure justice, deter further violations,
protect civilians and promote peace,

Gravely concerned, in particular, by the persisting disastrous humanitarian situation and socioeconomic
conditions in the Gaza Strip, including those resulting from the Israeli military operations in July and August 2014, as
well as the long-term negative impact of Israeli military operations from December 2008 to January 2009 and in
November 2012, and the continuing imposition of a blockade consisting of the prolonged closure of border crossings
and severe restrictions on the movement of persons and goods, as well as the continued impeding of the reconstruction
process by Israel, the occupying Power, which has detrimentally affected every aspect of the lives of the civilian
population, especially women and children, in the Gaza Strip,

Stressing the need for measures to be taken to guarantee the safety and protection of the Palestinian civilian
population throughout the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, consistent with the provisions
and obligations under international humanitarian law,

Stressing also the importance of providing assistance, especially emergency assistance, to alleviate the dire
socioeconomic and humanitarian situation being faced by Palestinian women and their families, and recognizing the
essential efforts and support being provided by the United Nations agencies and other humanitarian aid organizations
on the ground, particularly in response to the grave humanitarian crisis in the Gaza Strip,

Recalling the convening of the Cairo International Conference on Palestine: Reconstructing Gaza, on
12 October 2014, and urging the timely and full disbursement of pledges for expediting the provision of humanitarian
assistance and the reconstruction process, which is essential for alleviating the distress of Palestinian women and their
families,

Expressing grave concern that Palestinian women and girls continue to be held in Israeli prisons or detention
centres under harsh conditions, including, inter alia, unhygienic conditions, solitary confinement, extensive use of
administrative detention of excessive duration without charge and denial of due process, and noting that women and
girls also face gender-specific challenges, including inadequate access to medical care, risks associated with
pregnancy and giving birth in prison and sexual harassment,

Reiterating the importance of increasing the role of women in peacebuilding and decision-making with regard
to conflict prevention and the peaceful resolution of conflicts as part of efforts to ensure the safety and well-being of
all women in the region, and stressing the importance of women’s equal participation and involvement in all efforts
for the achievement, maintenance and promotion of peace and security,

2 A/HRC/29/52.
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1. Reaffirms that the Israeli occupation remains the major obstacle for Palestinian women with regard to their
advancement, self-reliance and integration in the development of their society, and stresses the importance of efforts
to increase their role in decision-making with regard to conflict prevention and resolution and to ensure their equal
participation and involvement in all efforts for the achievement, maintenance and promotion of peace and security;

2. Calls upon the international community, in this regard, to continue to provide urgently needed assistance,
especially emergency assistance, and services, bearing in mind, inter alia, the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development” and national priorities, in an effort to alleviate the dire humanitarian crisis being faced by Palestinian
women and their families, in particular for addressing the humanitarian crisis and immense reconstruction and
recovery needs in the Gaza Strip, and to help in the reconstruction of relevant Palestinian institutions, with the
integration of a gender perspective into all of its international assistance programmes, commends the achievements
of the Palestinian Government in constructing the institutions of an independent Palestinian State, as confirmed by
international institutions, including by the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund and the United Nations, and
calls for continued support of these efforts;

3. Calls upon international donors to fulfil without delay all pledges made on 12 October 2014 at the Cairo
International Conference on Palestine: Reconstructing Gaza, in order to expedite the provision of humanitarian
assistance and the reconstruction process, which is essential for alleviating the distress of Palestinian women and their
families;

4.  Demands that Israel, the occupying Power, comply fully with the provisions and principles of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the Regulations annexed to the Hague Convention IV of 18 October 1907,
the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949,” and all
other relevant rules, principles and instruments of international law, including the International Covenants on Human
Rights,” in order to protect the rights of Palestinian women and their families;

5. Urges the international community to continue to give special attention to the promotion and protection
of the human rights of Palestinian women and girls and to intensify its measures to improve the difficult conditions
being faced by Palestinian women and their families living under Israeli occupation;

6.  Calls upon Israel to facilitate the return of all refugees and displaced Palestinian women and children to
their homes and properties, in compliance with the relevant United Nations resolutions;

7.  Urges the international community to make renewed efforts aimed at advancing and accelerating the
conclusion of a peace treaty based on clear parameters and with a defined time frame to attain without delay an end
to the Israeli occupation that began in 1967 by resolving all outstanding issues, including all core issues, without
exception, for a just, lasting and peaceful settlement of the Isracli-Palestinian conflict, in accordance with the
internationally recognized basis of the two-State solution, and of the Arab-Israeli conflict as a whole, for the realization
of a comprehensive peace in the Middle East;

8. Requests the Commission on the Status of Women to continue to monitor and take action with regard to
the implementation of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women,% in particular
paragraph 260 concerning Palestinian women and children, the Beijing Platform for Action®” and the outcomes of the
twenty-third special session of the General Assembly, entitled “Women 2000: gender equality, development and peace
for the twenty-first century”;®

9.  Requests the Secretary-General to continue to review the situation, to assist Palestinian women by all
available means, including those set out in his report,® and to submit to the Commission on the Status of Women at
its sixty-second session a report, including information provided by the Economic and Social Commission for Western
Asia, on the progress made in the implementation of the present resolution.

32nd plenary meeting
7 June 2017

3 General Assembly resolution 70/1.
" General Assembly resolution 217 A (III).
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3. Strongly encourages Governments to continue to support the role and contribution of civil society, in
particular non-governmental organizations and women’s organizations, as well as national human rights institutions
where they exist, in the implementation of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action and the outcomes of the
twenty-third special session of the General Assembly, and in this regard calls upon Governments to collaborate with
relevant stakeholders at all levels on preparations for the 2020 review so as to benefit from their experience and
expertise;

B. Themes for the Commission on the Status of Women in 2021 and beyond
4. Requests the Commission at its sixty-fourth session to decide on its future multi-year programme of work;

5. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the Commission at its sixty-fourth session a report containing
proposals on the Commission’s priority and review themes for 2021 and beyond.

34th plenary meeting
12 June 2018

2018/9.  Twenty-fifth anniversary of the Fourth World Conference on Women
The Economic and Social Council,
Recognizing the significance of the Fourth World Conference on Women, held in Beijing in September 1995,

Recalling that the Council, in its resolution 2016/3 of 2 June 2016, requested the Commission on the Status of
Women, in order to achieve concrete results in each review cycle, to consider and make a recommendation at its sixty-
second session on how best to utilize the year 2020, on the occasion of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Fourth
World Conference on Women, so as to accelerate the realization of gender equality and the empowerment of women
and girls,

1. Decides to recommend to the General Assembly that, in order to celebrate the twenty-fifth anniversary of
the Fourth World Conference on Women, so as to accelerate the realization of gender equality and the empowerment
of all women and girls, a one-day high-level meeting of the Assembly be convened in the margins of the general
debate of the Assembly at its seventy-fifth session, and that the outcome of the high-level meeting take the form of a
Chair’s summary;

2. Recommends that the President of the General Assembly conduct consultations to finalize the organizational
arrangements for the high-level meeting of the Assembly.

34th plenary meeting
12 June 2018

2018/10. Situation of and assistance to Palestinian women
The Economic and Social Council,
Having considered with appreciation the report of the Secretary-General, %

Recalling the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women,®® in particular paragraph 260
concerning Palestinian women and children, the Beijing Platform for Action, adopted at the Fourth World Conference
on Women,? and the outcomes of the twenty-third special session of the General Assembly, entitled “Women 2000:

gender equality, development and peace for the twenty-first century”,%

62 F/CN.6/2018/6.
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Recalling also its resolution 2017/10 of 7 June 2017 and other relevant United Nations resolutions, including
General Assembly resolution 57/337 of 3 July 2003 on the prevention of armed conflict and Security Council
resolutions 1325 (2000) of 31 October 2000 and 2122 (2013) of 18 October 2013 on women and peace and security,

Recalling further the Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women® as it concerns the protection
of civilian populations,

Recalling the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,®” the International Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights®’ and the Convention on the Rights of the Child,®® and reaffirming that these human rights
instruments must be respected in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem,

Recalling also the relevant resolutions of the Human Rights Council,

Taking note of the accession by the State of Palestine to several human rights treaties and the core humanitarian
law treaties,

Deeply regretting that 51 years have passed since the onset of the Israeli occupation, stressing the urgent need
for efforts to reverse the negative trends on the ground and to restore a political horizon for advancing and accelerating
meaningful negotiations aimed at the achievement of a peace agreement that will bring a complete end to the Israeli
occupation that began in 1967 and the resolution of all core final status issues, without exception, leading to a peaceful,
just, lasting and comprehensive solution of the question of Palestine, and stressing the importance of the inclusion of
women in the peace negotiations and peacebuilding processes,

Expressing deep concern about the grave situation of Palestinian women in the Occupied Palestinian Territory,
including East Jerusalem, resulting from the severe impact of the ongoing illegal Israeli occupation and all of its
manifestations,

Expressing grave concern about the increased difficulties being faced by Palestinian women and girls living
under Israeli occupation, including as a result of the continuation of home demolitions, evictions of Palestinians, the
revocation of residency rights and arbitrary detention and imprisonment, as well as high rates of poverty,
unemployment, food insecurity, inadequate water supply and unsafe drinking water, a sanitation crisis, shortages of
electricity and fuel, incidents of domestic violence and declining health, education and living standards, including the
rising incidence of trauma and the decline in their psychological well-being, particularly in the Gaza Strip, where a
humanitarian disaster continues to severely affect the situation of women and girls,

Deploring the dire economic and social conditions of Palestinian women and girls in the Occupied Palestinian
Territory, including East Jerusalem, and the systematic violation of their human rights resulting from the severe impact
of ongoing illegal Israeli practices, including the forced displacement and transfer of civilians, especially among the
Bedouin community, and confiscation of land, particularly in connection with the construction and expansion of
settlements and the wall, which continue to constitute a major obstacle to peace on the basis of the two-State solution
based on the pre-1967 borders, and the continued imposition of closures and restrictions on the movement of persons
and goods, including the permit regime throughout the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem,
which have detrimentally affected their right to health care, including access of pregnant women to health-care
services for antenatal care and safe delivery, education, employment, development and freedom of movement,

Expressing grave concern about all acts of violence, intimidation and provocation by Israeli settlers against
Palestinian civilians, including women and children, and properties, including homes, mosques, churches and
agricultural lands, condemning acts of terror by several extremist Israeli settlers, and calling for accountability for the
illegal actions perpetrated in this regard,

Gravely concerned by the tensions and violence over the recent period throughout the Occupied Palestinian
Territory, including East Jerusalem, and deploring the loss of innocent civilian life, including among girls and women,
as a result of excessive and indiscriminate use of force by Israeli occupying forces,

8 General Assembly resolution 48/104.
57 See General Assembly resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex.
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Condemning the military conflict in and around the Gaza Strip in July and August 2014 and the civilian
casualties caused, including the killing and injury of thousands of Palestinian civilians, including hundreds of children,
women and elderly persons, as well as the widespread destruction of homes and critical civilian infrastructure,
including schools, hospitals, water, sanitation and electricity networks, economic, industrial and agricultural
properties, public institutions, religious sites and United Nations schools and facilities, as well as the internal
displacement of hundreds of thousands of civilians, and any violations of international law, including humanitarian
and human rights law,

Taking note of the report and findings of the independent commission of inquiry established pursuant to Human
Rights Council resolution S-21/1,%° and stressing the need to ensure accountability for all violations of international
humanitarian law and international human rights law in order to end impunity, ensure justice, deter further violations,
protect civilians and promote peace,

Gravely concerned, in particular, by the persisting disastrous humanitarian situation and socioeconomic
conditions in the Gaza Strip, including those resulting from the Israeli military operations in July and August 2014, as
well as the long-term negative impact of Israeli military operations from December 2008 to January 2009 and in
November 2012, and the continuing imposition of a blockade consisting of the prolonged closure of border crossings
and severe restrictions on the movement of persons and goods, as well as the continued impeding of the reconstruction
process by Israel, the occupying Power, which has detrimentally affected every aspect of the lives of the civilian
population, especially women and children, in the Gaza Strip,

Stressing the need for measures to be taken to guarantee the safety and protection of the Palestinian civilian
population throughout the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, consistent with the provisions
and obligations under international humanitarian law,

Stressing also the importance of providing assistance, especially emergency assistance, to alleviate the dire
socioeconomic and humanitarian situation being faced by Palestinian women and their families, and recognizing the
essential efforts and support being provided by the United Nations agencies and other humanitarian aid organizations
on the ground, particularly in response to the grave humanitarian crisis in the Gaza Strip,

Recalling the convening of the Cairo International Conference on Palestine: Reconstructing Gaza, on
12 October 2014, and urging the timely and full disbursement of pledges for expediting the provision of humanitarian
assistance and the reconstruction process, which is essential for alleviating the distress of Palestinian women and their
families,

Expressing grave concern that Palestinian women and girls continue to be held in Israeli prisons or detention
centres under harsh conditions, including, inter alia, unhygienic conditions, solitary confinement, extensive use of
administrative detention of excessive duration without charge and denial of due process, and noting that women and
girls also face gender-specific challenges, including inadequate access to medical care, risks associated with
pregnancy and giving birth in prison and sexual harassment,

Reiterating the importance of increasing the role of women in peacebuilding and decision-making with regard
to conflict prevention and the peaceful resolution of conflicts as part of efforts to ensure the safety and well-being of
all women in the region, and stressing the importance of women’s equal participation and involvement in all efforts
for the achievement, maintenance and promotion of peace and security,

1. Reaffirms that the Israeli occupation remains the major obstacle for Palestinian women with regard to their
advancement, self-reliance and integration in the development of their society, and stresses the importance of efforts
to increase their role in decision-making with regard to conflict prevention and resolution and to ensure their equal
participation and involvement in all efforts for the achievement, maintenance and promotion of peace and security;

2. Calls upon the international community, in this regard, to continue to provide urgently needed assistance,
especially emergency assistance, and services, bearing in mind, inter alia, the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development” and national priorities, in an effort to alleviate the dire humanitarian crisis being faced by Palestinian
women and their families, in particular for addressing the humanitarian crisis and immense reconstruction and

6 A/HRC/29/52.
0 General Assembly resolution 70/1.
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recovery needs in the Gaza Strip, and to help in the reconstruction of relevant Palestinian institutions, with the
integration of a gender perspective into all of its international assistance programmes, commends the achievements
of the Palestinian Government in constructing the institutions of an independent Palestinian State, as confirmed by
international institutions, including by the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund and the United Nations, and
calls for continued support of these efforts;

3. Calls upon international donors to fulfil without delay all pledges made on 12 October 2014 at the Cairo
International Conference on Palestine: Reconstructing Gaza, in order to expedite the provision of humanitarian
assistance and the reconstruction process, which is essential for alleviating the distress of Palestinian women and their
families;

4. Demands that Israel, the occupying Power, comply fully with the provisions and principles of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights,”* the Regulations annexed to the Hague Convention IV of 18 October 1907,
the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949,”? and all
other relevant rules, principles and instruments of international law, including the International Covenants on Human
Rights,” in order to protect the rights of Palestinian women and their families;

5. Urges the international community to continue to give special attention to the promotion and protection
of the human rights of Palestinian women and girls and to intensify its measures to improve the difficult conditions
being faced by Palestinian women and their families living under Israeli occupation;

6.  Calls upon Israel to facilitate the return of all refugees and displaced Palestinian women and children to
their homes and properties, in compliance with the relevant United Nations resolutions;

7. Urges the international community to make renewed efforts aimed at advancing and accelerating the
conclusion of a peace treaty based on clear parameters and with a defined time frame to attain without delay an end
to the Israeli occupation that began in 1967 by resolving all outstanding issues, including all core issues, without
exception, for a just, lasting and peaceful settlement of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, in accordance with the
internationally recognized basis of the two-State solution, and of the Arab-Israeli conflict as a whole, for the realization
of a comprehensive peace in the Middle East;

8. Requests the Commission on the Status of Women to continue to monitor and take action with regard to
the implementation of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women,% in particular
paragraph 260 concerning Palestinian women and children, the Beijing Platform for Action® and the outcomes of the
twenty-third special session of the General Assembly, entitled “Women 2000: gender equality, development and peace
for the twenty-first century”;%

9.  Requests the Secretary-General to continue to review the situation, to assist Palestinian women by all
available means, including those set out in his report,® and to submit to the Commission on the Status of Women at
its sixty-third session a report, including information provided by the Economic and Social Commission for Western
Asia, on the gender-specific impact of the occupation and the progress made in the implementation of the present
resolution.

34th plenary meeting
12 June 2018

2018/11.  Strengthening of the coordination of emergency humanitarian assistance of the United Nations
The Economic and Social Council,

Reaffirming General Assembly resolution 46/182 of 19 December 1991 and the guiding principles contained in
the annex thereto, and recalling other relevant resolutions of the Assembly and relevant resolutions and agreed
conclusions of the Economic and Social Council,

"1 General Assembly resolution 217 A (III).
72 United Nations, Tieaty Series, vol. 75, No. 973.
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15.  Encourages the Non-Self-Governing Territories to take steps to establish or strengthen disaster
preparedness and management institutions and policies;

16.  Requests the administering Powers concerned to continue their cooperation with the specialized agencies
and other organizations of the United Nations system, in the framework of the responsibilities established in Article 73
of the Charter of the United Nations, in particular subparagraph d, and to facilitate, when appropriate, the participation
of appointed and elected representatives of Non-Self-Governing Territories in the relevant meetings and conferences
of the specialized agencies and other organizations of the United Nations system, in accordance with relevant
resolutions and decisions of the United Nations, including the resolutions and decisions of the General Assembly and
the Special Committee on specific Territories, so that they may benefit from the related activities of those agencies
and organizations;

17.  Recommends that all Governments intensify their efforts within the specialized agencies and other
organizations of the United Nations system of which they are members to accord priority to the question of providing
assistance to the peoples of the Non-Self-Governing Territories on a case-by-case basis;

18.  Draws the attention of the Special Committee to the present resolution and to the discussion held on the
subject at the 2019 session of the Economic and Social Council;

19.  Recalls the adoption by the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean on 16 May 1998
of its resolution 574 (XXVII),'* in which the Commission called for the mechanisms necessary for its associate
members, including the Non-Self-Governing Territories, to participate, subject to the rules of procedure of the General
Assembly, in the special sessions of the Assembly convened to review and assess the implementation of the plans of
action of those United Nations world conferences in which the Territories had originally participated in their capacity
as observers, and in the work of the Council and its subsidiary bodies;

20. Requests the President of the Council to continue to maintain close contact on those matters with the Chair
of the Special Committee and to report thereon to the Council;

21. Requests the Secretary-General to follow up on the implementation of the present resolution, paying
particular attention to cooperation and integration arrangements for maximizing the efficiency of the assistance
activities undertaken by various organizations of the United Nations system, and to report thereon to the Council at
its 2020 session;

22.  Decides to keep the above questions under continuous review.

37th plenary meeting
23 July 2019

2019/28. Situation of and assistance to Palestinian women
The Economic and Social Council,
Having considered the report of the Secretary-General,*%

Recalling its relevant resolutions and all other relevant United Nations resolutions,

Recalling also Security Council resolution 1325 (2000) of 31 October 2000, including its call upon all parties
to armed conflict to respect fully international law applicable to the rights and protection of women and girls,
especially as civilians, and its emphasis on the responsibility of all States to put an end to impunity,

Recalling further the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women,**’

195 See Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 1998, Supplement No. 21 (E/1998/41), chap. 111, sect. G.
1% E/CN.6/2019/6.
197 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1249, No. 20378.
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Recalling the Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women® as it concerns the protection of
civilian populations,

Reaffirming the obligations of States and all parties to armed conflict to comply with international humanitarian
law and international human rights law, as applicable, and the need to end all violations of international humanitarian
law and all violations and abuses of human rights,

Reaffirming also the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women,'*® the Beijing
Declaration and Platform for Action,?”’ the outcomes of the twenty-third special session of the General Assembly,
entitled “Women 2000: gender equality, development and peace for the twenty-first century”,?%! and the political
declaration on the occasion of the twentieth anniversary of the Fourth World Conference on Women adopted by the
Commission on the Status of Women at its fifty-ninth session,?%? and reaffirming its commitment to their full, effective

and accelerated implementation,

Reaffirming further the importance of increasing the role of women in peacebuilding and decision-making with
regard to conflict prevention and the peaceful resolution of conflicts as part of efforts to ensure the safety and
well-being of all women in the region, and stressing the importance of women'’s equal participation and involvement
in all efforts for the achievement, maintenance and promotion of peace and security,

Expressing grave concern about the continuing systematic violation of the human rights of the Palestinian
people by Israel, the occupying Power, and its impact on women and girls,

Expressing grave concern also at the deaths of and injuries caused to civilians, including children, women and
peaceful demonstrators, and emphasizing that civilian populations must be protected by all parties in accordance with
international humanitarian law,

Stressing the need to ensure accountability for all violations of international humanitarian law and international
human rights law in order to end impunity, ensure justice, deter further violations, protect civilians and promote peace,

Deeply concerned about violence against women and girls in all its different forms and manifestations
worldwide, which is underrecognized and underreported, particularly at the community level, and its pervasiveness,
which reflects discriminatory norms that reinforce stereotypes and gender inequality and the corresponding impunity
and lack of accountability, reiterating the need to intensify efforts to prevent and eliminate all forms of violence against
women and girls in the public and private spheres in all regions of the world, and re-emphasizing that violence against
women and girls violates, and impairs their full enjoyment of, all human rights,

Noting the accession by Palestine to several human rights treaties and the core humanitarian law conventions,
as well as other international treaties, and stressing the need to implement fully obligations under those instruments
that protect the rights of women and girls, including during and post-conflict,

Underlining the limitations on Palestinian jurisdiction in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East
Jerusalem, which undermine the ability of the Palestinian Government to protect Palestinian women and girls in
certain areas,

Noting the importance of the agencies, organizations and bodies of the United Nations system in facilitating the
advancement and empowerment of women in development in line with General Assembly resolution 71/243 of
21 December 2016,

1. Reaffirms that the Israeli occupation remains a major obstacle for Palestinian women and girls with regard
to the fulfilment of their rights, and their advancement, self-reliance and integration in the development of their
society;

198 General Assembly resolution 48/104.

199 Report of the World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
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2. Calls upon Israel, the occupying Power, to immediately cease all measures contrary to international law,
as well as discriminatory legislation, policies and actions in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East
Jerusalem, that violate the human rights of the Palestinian people, and stresses that Palestinian civilians, particularly
women and children, account for the vast majority of those adversely affected by the conflict;

3. Calls for urgent measures to ensure the safety and protection of the Palestinian civilian population in the
Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, in accordance with the relevant provisions of international
humanitarian law and as called for by the Security Council in its resolution 904 (1994) of 18 March 1994;

4. Calls upon the parties to comply fully with their obligations, including as States parties to the Convention
on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women,'*” taking fully into consideration the concluding
observations as well as the general recommendations of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against
Women;

5. Acknowledges the contribution of national coalitions and committees in advancing women’s rights,
including those pertaining to resolution 1325 (2000), the Convention and combating violence against women;

6.  Welcomes the adoption by the Palestinian Government of a national action plan for the implementation of
resolution 1325 (2000);

7. Urges the international community to continue to give special attention to the promotion and protection
of the human rights of Palestinian women and girls and to intensify its measures to improve the difficult conditions
being faced by Palestinian women and their families, including those living under Israeli occupation, and recognizes
the importance of integrating gender considerations across humanitarian programming by seeking to ensure the
provision of access to protection and the full range of medical, legal and livelihood and psychosocial services,
including services for survivors of sexual and gender-based violence, without discrimination, and through ensuring
that women and women’s groups can participate equally and meaningfully and are supported in being leaders in
humanitarian action;

8. Calls upon the international community, including the United Nations, in particular the United Nations
Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East, to continue to provide urgently needed assistance,
especially emergency assistance, and services, bearing in mind, inter alia, the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development?®® and national priorities, in an effort to alleviate the dire humanitarian crisis being faced by Palestinian
women and their families, in particular for addressing the humanitarian crisis and deteriorating socioeconomic
conditions in the Gaza Strip;

9. Recalls the need for all parties to armed conflict to respect the civilian and humanitarian character of
refugee camps and to take into account the particular needs of women and girls, and stresses that the situation of the
Palestine refugees, including women and girls, continues to be a matter of grave concern and that they continue to
require assistance to meet basic health, education and living needs, pending a just resolution of the problem of
Palestine refugees in conformity with General Assembly resolution 194 (III) of 11 December 1948;

10.  Reaffirms the necessity of achieving a peaceful settlement of the question of Palestine, the core of the
Arab-Israeli conflict, in all its aspects, and urges in this regard the intensification and acceleration of renewed
international and regional diplomatic efforts and support aimed at achieving, without delay, a comprehensive, just and
lasting peace in the Middle East on the basis of the relevant United Nations resolutions, the Madrid terms of reference,
including the principle of land for peace, the Arab Peace Initiative,?* the Quartet road map®®® and an end to the Israeli
occupation that began in 1967,

11.  Stresses the importance of efforts to increase the role of Palestinian women in decision-making and of
their equal and meaningful participation and involvement in all efforts for the achievement, maintenance and
promotion of peace and security, and encourages Member States and observer States as well as the United Nations
system to ensure systematic attention to, recognition of and support for the crucial role of Palestinian women at all

203 General Assembly resolution 70/1.
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levels by, inter alia, promoting women’s capacity, leadership, participation and engagement in political, economic and
humanitarian decision-making;

12.  Requests the Secretary-General to continue to review the situation, to assist Palestinian women by all
available means, including those set out in his report, and to include information on the gender-specific impact of the
occupation and the progress made in the implementation of the present resolution in his report on the economic and
social repercussions of the Israeli occupation on the living conditions of the Palestinian people in the Occupied
Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and the Arab population in the occupied Syrian Golan to the Economic
and Social Council at its 2020 session.

37th plenary meeting
23 July 2019

2019/29. Economic and social repercussions of the Israeli occupation on the living conditions
of the Palestinian people in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem,
and the Arab population in the occupied Syrian Golan

The Economic and Social Council,
Recalling General Assembly resolutions 73/98 of 7 December 2018 and 73/255 of 20 December 2018,
Recalling also its resolution 2018/20 of 24 July 2018,

Guided by the principles of the Charter of the United Nations affirming the inadmissibility of the acquisition of
territory by force, and recalling relevant Security Council resolutions, including resolutions 242 (1967) of
22 November 1967, 252 (1968) of 21 May 1968, 338 (1973) of 22 October 1973, 465 (1980) of 1 March 1980,
497 (1981) of 17 December 1981 and 2334 (2016) of 23 December 2016,

Recalling the resolutions of the tenth emergency special session of the General Assembly, including resolutions
ES-10/13 of 21 October 2003, ES-10/14 of 8 December 2003, ES-10/15 of 20 July 2004 and ES-10/17 of
15 December 2006,

Taking note of the report of the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia on the economic and social
repercussions of the Israeli occupation on the living conditions of the Palestinian people in the Occupied Palestinian
Territory, including East Jerusalem, and of the Arab population in the occupied Syrian Golan, as transmitted by the
Secretary-General,>%

Reaffirming the applicability of the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of
War, of 12 August 1949,2%7 to the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and other Arab territories
occupied by Israel since 1967,

Recalling the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,?% the International Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights?® and the Convention on the Rights of the Child,?* and affirming that these human rights
instruments are applicable and must be respected in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, as
well as in the occupied Syrian Golan,

Noting with concern that more than 70 years have passed since the adoption of General Assembly resolution
181 (I) of 29 November 1947 and 52 years since the occupation of the Palestinian territory, including East Jerusalem,
in 1967,

Taking note, in this regard, of Palestine’s accession to several human rights treaties and the core humanitarian
law conventions as well as other international treaties,

206 A/74/88-E/2019/72.
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22.  Decides to include the item entitled “Economic and social repercussions of the Israeli
occupation on the living conditions of the Palestinian people in the Occupied Palestinian Territory,
including East Jerusalem, and the Arab population in the occupied Syrian Golan” in the agenda of its
2022 session.

Ist plenary meeting
14 September 2020

2021/5.  Situation of and assistance to Palestinian women
The Economic and Social Council,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General,?®
Recalling its relevant resolutions and all other relevant United Nations resolutions,

Recalling also Security Council resolution 1325 (2000) of 31 October 2000, including its
call upon all parties to armed conflict to respect fully international law applicable to the rights and
protection of women and girls, especially as civilians, and its emphasis on the responsibility of all
States to put an end to impunity,

Recalling further the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against
Women, 2°

Recalling the Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women?’ as it concerns the
protection of civilian populations,

Reaffirming the obligations of States and all parties to armed conflict to comply with
international humanitarian law and international human rights law, as applicable, and the need to end
all violations of international humanitarian law and all violations and abuses of human rights,

Reaffirming also the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women,?8
the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action,?® the outcomes of the twenty-third special session
of the General Assembly, entitled “Women 2000: gender equality, development and peace for the
twenty-first century”,30 and the political declaration on the occasion of the twentieth anniversary of
the Fourth World Conference on Women adopted by the Commission on the Status of Women at its
fifty-ninth session, 3! and reaffirming its commitment to their full, effective and accelerated

implementation,

Reaffirming further the importance of increasing the role of women in peacebuilding and
decision-making with regard to conflict prevention and the peaceful resolution of conflicts as part of
efforts to ensure the safety and well-being of all women in the region, stressing the importance of
women’s equal participation and involvement in all efforts for the achievement, maintenance and

25 E/CN.6/2019/6.
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promotion of peace and security, and welcoming in this regard the global call by international women
leaders made on 1 July 2020,

Expressing grave concern about the continuing systematic violation of the human rights of
the Palestinian people by Israel, the occupying Power, and its impact on women and girls,

Expressing grave concern also at the deaths of and injuries caused to civilians, including
children, women and peaceful demonstrators, and emphasizing that civilian populations must be
protected by all parties in accordance with international humanitarian law,

Stressing the need to ensure accountability for all violations of international humanitarian
law and international human rights law in order to end impunity, ensure justice, deter further
violations, protect civilians and promote peace,

Deeply concerned about violence against women and girls in all its different forms and
manifestations worldwide, which is underrecognized and underreported, particularly at the
community level, and its pervasiveness, which reflects discriminatory norms that reinforce
stereotypes and gender inequality and the corresponding impunity and lack of accountability,
reiterating the need to intensify efforts to prevent and eliminate all forms of violence against women
and girls in the public and private spheres in all regions of the world, and re-emphasizing that violence
against women and girls violates, and impairs their full enjoyment of, all human rights,

Noting the accession by Palestine to several human rights treaties and the core humanitarian
law conventions, as well as other international treaties, and stressing the need to implement fully
obligations under those instruments that protect the rights of women and girls, including during and
post-conflict,

Noting also the importance of giving high priority to the swift adoption of the Family
Protection Law to ensure that women and girls are protected from gender-based violence, including
domestic violence,

Underlining the limitations on Palestinian jurisdiction in the Occupied Palestinian Territory,
including East Jerusalem, which undermine the ability of the Palestinian Government to protect
Palestinian women and girls in certain areas,

Noting the importance of the agencies, organizations and bodies of the United Nations system
in facilitating the advancement and empowerment of women in development in line with General
Assembly resolution 71/243 of 21 December 2016,

1. Reaffirms that the Israeli occupation remains a major obstacle for Palestinian women
and girls with regard to the fulfilment of their rights, and their advancement, self-reliance and
integration in the development of their society;

2. Calls upon Israel, the occupying Power, to immediately cease all measures contrary to
international law, as well as discriminatory legislation, policies and actions in the Occupied
Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, that violate the human rights of the Palestinian
people, and stresses that Palestinian civilians, particularly women and children, account for the vast
majority of those adversely affected by the conflict;

3. Calls for urgent measures to ensure the safety and protection of the Palestinian civilian
population in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, in accordance with the
relevant provisions of international humanitarian law and as called for by the Security Council in its
resolution 904 (1994) of 18 March 1994,

4. Calls upon the parties to comply fully with their obligations, including as States parties
to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, taking fully
into consideration the concluding observations as well as the general recommendations of the
Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women;
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5. Acknowledges the contribution of national coalitions and committees in advancing
women’s rights, including those pertaining to resolution 1325 (2000), the Convention and combating
violence against women;

6. Welcomes the adoption by the Palestinian Government of a national action plan for the
implementation of resolution 1325 (2000) as well as of initiatives at the legislative, administrative
and security levels to advance women’s rights, notably in relation to family law and combating
violence against women;

7. Urges the international community to continue to give special attention to the
promotion and protection of the human rights of Palestinian women and girls and to intensify its
measures to improve the difficult conditions being faced by Palestinian women and their families,
including those living under Israeli occupation, and recognizes the importance of integrating gender
considerations across humanitarian programming by seeking to ensure the provision of access to
protection and the full range of medical, legal and livelihood and psychosocial services, including
services for survivors of sexual and gender-based violence, without discrimination, and through
ensuring that women and women’s groups can participate equally and meaningfully and are supported
in being leaders in humanitarian action;

8. Calls upon the international community, including the United Nations, in particular
the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East, to continue to
provide urgently needed assistance, especially emergency assistance, and services, bearing in mind,
inter alia, the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development®? and national priorities, in an effort to
alleviate the dire humanitarian crisis being faced by Palestinian women and their families, in
particular for addressing the humanitarian crisis and deteriorating socioeconomic conditions in the
Gaza Strip;

9. Recalls the need for all parties to armed conflict to respect the civilian and
humanitarian character of refugee camps and to take into account the particular needs of women and
girls, and stresses that the situation of the Palestine refugees, including women and girls, continues
to be a matter of grave concern and that they continue to require assistance to meet basic health,
education and living needs, pending a just resolution of the problem of Palestine refugees in
conformity with General Assembly resolution 194 (III) of 11 December 1948;

10.  Reaffirms the necessity of achieving a peaceful settlement of the question of Palestine,
the core of the Arab-Israeli conflict, in all its aspects, and urges in this regard the intensification and
acceleration of renewed international and regional diplomatic efforts and support aimed at achieving,
without delay, a comprehensive, just and lasting peace in the Middle East on the basis of the relevant
United Nations resolutions, the Madrid terms of reference, including the principle of land for peace,
the Arab Peace Initiative,3® the Quartet road map®# and an end to the Israeli occupation that began in
1967,

11.  Stresses the importance of efforts to increase the role of Palestinian women in
decision-making and of their equal and meaningful participation and involvement in all efforts for
the achievement, maintenance and promotion of peace and security, and encourages Member States
and observer States as well as the United Nations system to ensure systematic attention to, recognition
of and support for the crucial role of Palestinian women at all levels by, inter alia, promoting women’s
capacity, leadership, participation and engagement in political, economic and humanitarian decision-
making and by improving the gender balance in senior civilian government positions and in security
functions;

%2 General Assembly resolution 70/1.
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12.  Requests the Secretary-General to continue to review the situation, to assist Palestinian
women by all available means, including those set out in his report, and to include information on
the gender-specific impact of the occupation and the progress made in the implementation of the
present resolution in his report on the economic and social repercussions of the Israeli occupation on
the living conditions of the Palestinian people in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East
Jerusalem, and the Arab population in the occupied Syrian Golan to the Economic and Social Council
at its 2021 session.

Ist plenary meeting
14 September 2020

2021/6.  Programme of work of the United Nations Forum on Forests for the period 2022-2024
The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling its resolution 2020/14 of 17 July 2020, entitled “Outcome of the fifteenth session
of the United Nations Forum on Forests”,

Adopts the programme of work of the United Nations Forum on Forests for the period 2022—
2024, as contained in the annex to the present resolution.

8th plenary meeting
8 June 2021

Annex
Programme of work of the United Nations Forum on Forests for its seventeenth, eighteenth and
nineteenth sessions

Table 1
Seventeenth session of the United Nations Forum on Forests, 2022 (policy session)

Priorities in support of implementation of the United Nations strategic plan for forests 2017-2030

1. Thematic priorities for the biennium 2021-2022: selected global forest goals and associated targets in
accordance with the sixteenth session of the Forum and consideration of relevant proposals contained in the
Chair’s summary from the sixteenth session

2. Other policy session items and consideration of relevant proposals contained in the Chair’s summary
from the sixteenth session

(@) New announcements of voluntary national contributions

(b) Updates by stakeholders and partners on activities in support of the thematic priorities
(i) Collaborative Partnership on Forests and its workplan
(i) Regional and subregional organizations and processes

(iii) Major groups and other relevant stakeholders, including the private sector and philanthropic
community

(c) Interlinkages between the global forest goals and targets and the Sustainable Development Goals
under review by the high-level political forum on sustainable development in 2022 and international forest-
related developments
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between the Government of Israel and the Palestine Liberation Organization, the representative of the Palestinian
people, in order to pave the way for the realization of the two-State solution of Israel and Palestine living side by side
in peace and security within recognized borders, based on the pre-1967 borders, and the achievement of a just, lasting
and comprehensive peace settlement;

21.  Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the General Assembly at its seventy-eighth session, through
the Economic and Social Council, a report on the implementation of the present resolution and to continue to include
in the report of the United Nations Special Coordinator an update on the living conditions of the Palestinian people,
in collaboration with relevant United Nations agencies;

22.  Decides to include the item entitled “Economic and social repercussions of the Israeli occupation on the
living conditions of the Palestinian people in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and the
Arab population in the occupied Syrian Golan” in the agenda of its 2023 session.

34th plenary meeting
22 July 2022

2022/23. Situation of and assistance to Palestinian women
The Economic and Social Council,
Having considered the report of the Secretary-General,*6!
Recalling its relevant resolutions and all other relevant United Nations resolutions,

Recalling also Security Council resolution 1325 (2000) of 31 October 2000, including its call upon all parties
to armed conflict to respect fully international law applicable to the rights and protection of women and girls,
especially as civilians, and its emphasis on the responsibility of all States to put an end to impunity,

Recalling further the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, 62

Recalling the Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women'®® as it concerns the protection of
civilian populations,

Reaffirming the obligations of States and all parties to armed conflict to comply with international humanitarian
law and international human rights law, as applicable, and the need to end all violations of international humanitarian
law and all violations and abuses of human rights,

Reaffirming also the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women,'6* the Beijing

Declaration and Platform for Action,*® the outcomes of the twenty-third special session of the General Assembly,
entitled “Women 2000: gender equality, development and peace for the twenty-first century”,*6¢ and the political
declaration on the occasion of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Fourth World Conference on Women adopted by
the Commission on the Status of Women at its sixty-fourth session,'®” and reaffirming its commitment to their full,

effective and accelerated implementation,

Reaffirming further the importance of increasing the role of women in peacebuilding and decision-making with
regard to conflict prevention and the peaceful resolution of conflicts as part of efforts to ensure the safety and well-
being of all women in the region, stressing the importance of women’s equal participation and involvement in all

161 See A/77/90-E/2022/66.
162 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1249, No. 20378.
163 General Assembly resolution 48/104.

164 Report of the World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace, Nairobi, 15-26 July 1985 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.85.IV.10), chap. I, sect. A.

165 Report of the Fourth World Conference on Women, Beijing, 415 September 1995 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.96.IV.13),
chap. I, resolution 1, annexes I and II.

166 General Assembly resolution S-23/2, annex, and resolution S-23/3, annex.
187 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 2020, Supplement No. 7 (E/2020/27), chap. I, sect. A.
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efforts for the achievement, maintenance and promotion of peace and security, and welcoming in this regard the global
call by international women leaders made on 1 July 2020,

Expressing grave concern about the continuing systematic violation of the human rights of the Palestinian
people by Israel, the occupying Power, and its impact on women and girls,

Expressing grave concern also at the deaths of and injuries caused to civilians, including children, women,
peaceful demonstrators and journalists, and emphasizing that civilian populations must be protected by all parties in
accordance with international humanitarian law,

Strongly condemning, in this regard, the killing of the journalist Shireen Abu Akleh, and stressing the need to
promptly ensure accountability,

Stressing the need for the protection of civil society actors to allow them to conduct their work freely and without
fear of attacks and harassment from any party, and rejecting any attacks against civil society,

Stressing also the need to ensure accountability for all violations of international humanitarian law and
international human rights law in order to end impunity, ensure justice, deter further violations, protect civilians and
promote peace,

Deeply concerned about violence against women and girls in all its different forms and manifestations
worldwide, which is underrecognized and underreported, particularly at the community level, and its pervasiveness,
which reflects discriminatory norms that reinforce stereotypes and gender inequality and the corresponding impunity
and lack of accountability, reiterating the need to intensify efforts to prevent and eliminate all forms of violence against
women and girls in the public and private spheres in all regions of the world, and re-emphasizing that violence against
women and girls violates, and impairs their full enjoyment of, all human rights,

Noting the accession by Palestine to several human rights treaties and the core humanitarian law conventions,
as well as other international treaties, and stressing the need to implement fully obligations under those instruments
that protect the rights of women and girls, including during and post-conflict,

Noting also the importance of giving high priority to the swift adoption of the Family Protection Law to ensure
that women and girls are protected from gender-based violence, including domestic violence,

Underlining the limitations on Palestinian jurisdiction in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East
Jerusalem, which undermine the ability of the Palestinian Government to protect Palestinian women and girls in
certain areas,

Noting the importance of the agencies, organizations and bodies of the United Nations system in facilitating the
advancement and empowerment of women in development in line with General Assembly resolution 75/233 of
21 December 2020,

1. Reaffirms that the Israeli occupation remains a major obstacle for Palestinian women and girls with regard
to the fulfilment of their rights, and their advancement, self-reliance and integration in the development of their
society;

2. Calls upon Israel, the occupying Power, to immediately cease all measures contrary to international law,
as well as discriminatory legislation, policies and actions in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East
Jerusalem, that violate the human rights of the Palestinian people, and stresses that Palestinian civilians, particularly
women and children, account for the vast majority of those adversely affected by the conflict;

3. Calls for urgent measures to ensure the safety and protection of the Palestinian civilian population in the
Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, in accordance with the relevant provisions of international
humanitarian law and as called for by the Security Council in its resolution 904 (1994) of 18 March 1994;

4. Calls upon the parties to comply fully with their obligations, including as States parties to the Convention
on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, taking fully into consideration the concluding
observations as well as the general recommendations of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against
Women,;

5. Acknowledges the contribution of national coalitions and committees in advancing women’s rights,
including those pertaining to resolution 1325 (2000), the Convention and combating violence against women;
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6.  Welcomes the adoption by the Palestinian Government of a national action plan for the implementation of
resolution 1325 (2000) as well as of initiatives at the legislative, administrative and security levels to advance women’s
rights, notably in relation to family law and combating violence against women;

7. Urges the international community to continue to give special attention to the promotion and protection
of the human rights of Palestinian women and girls and to intensify its measures to improve the difficult conditions
being faced by Palestinian women and their families, including those living under Israeli occupation, and recognizes
the importance of integrating gender considerations across humanitarian programming by seeking to ensure the
provision of access to protection and the full range of medical, legal and livelihood and psychosocial services,
including services for survivors of sexual and gender-based violence, without discrimination, and through ensuring
that women and women’s groups can participate equally and meaningfully and are supported in being leaders in
humanitarian action;

8. Calls upon the international community, including the United Nations, in particular the United Nations
Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East, to continue to provide urgently needed assistance,
especially emergency assistance, and services, bearing in mind, inter alia, the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development!®® and national priorities, in an effort to alleviate the dire humanitarian crisis being faced by Palestinian
women and their families, in particular for addressing the humanitarian crisis and deteriorating socioeconomic and
psychosocial conditions in the Gaza Strip;

9. Recalls the need for all parties to armed conflict to respect the civilian and humanitarian character of
refugee camps and to take into account the particular needs of women and girls, and stresses that the situation of the
Palestine refugees, including women and girls, continues to be a matter of grave concern and that they continue to
require assistance to meet basic health, education and living needs, pending a just resolution of the problem of
Palestine refugees in conformity with General Assembly resolution 194 (III) of 11 December 1948;

10.  Reaffirms the necessity of achieving a peaceful settlement of the question of Palestine, the core of the
Arab-Israeli conflict, in all its aspects, and urges in this regard the intensification and acceleration of renewed
international and regional diplomatic efforts and support aimed at achieving, without delay, a comprehensive, just and
lasting peace in the Middle East on the basis of the relevant United Nations resolutions, the Madrid terms of reference,
including the principle of land for peace, the Arab Peace Initiative,'®° the Quartet road map'’® and an end to the Israeli
occupation that began in 1967,

11.  Stresses the importance of efforts to increase the role of Palestinian women in decision-making and of
their full, equal and meaningful participation and involvement in all efforts for the achievement, maintenance and
promotion of peace and security, and encourages Member States and observer States as well as the United Nations
system to ensure systematic attention to, recognition of and support for the crucial role of Palestinian women at all
levels by, inter alia, promoting women’s capacity, leadership, participation and engagement in political, economic and
humanitarian decision-making and by improving the gender balance in senior civilian government positions and in
security functions, while recognizing the need to protect women participating in public spaces from threats and
reprisals;

12.  Requests the Secretary-General to continue to review the situation, to assist Palestinian women by all
available means, including those set out in his report, and to include information on the gender-specific impact of the
occupation and the progress made in the implementation of the present resolution in his report on the economic and
social repercussions of the Israeli occupation on the living conditions of the Palestinian people in the Occupied
Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and the Arab population in the occupied Syrian Golan to the Economic
and Social Council at its 2023 session.

34th plenary meeting
22 July 2022

168 General Assembly resolution 70/1.
169 A/56/1026-S/2002/932, annex 11, resolution 14/221.
170 5/2003/529, annex.

123



UNITED
NATIONS E

Distr.
{@\3 Economic and Social Council CENBEAL
p NS4

E/CN.6/1986/6
27 January 1986

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH

COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN
Thirty-first session

Vienna, 24 February-5 March 1986
Item 5 of the provisional agenaa*

PARTICIPATION OF WOMEN IN PROMOTING INTERNATIONAL
PEACE AND CO~OPEKATION

Interim report of the Secretary-General on the preparation ot
a comprehensive report on the situation ot Palestinian women
living within and outsiue tine occupied Arab territories

1. In paragraph 2 of its resolution 1984/18 of 24 May 1984, the Economic ana
Social Council requested the Secretary-General to prepare a comprehensive report on
the situation of Palestinian women living within and outside the occupiea Arab
territories and to submit it to the Commission on the Status of Women at its
thirty-second session.

2. In paragraph 3 of the resolution, the Council requested the Secretary-General
to submit an interim report on the preparation of that comprehensive report to the
Commission at its thirty-first session. The present report is submitted in
response to that request.

3. It should be noted that, in paragraph 1 of the resolution, the Council
requested the Secretary-General to submit to the Commission at its thirty-first
session an updated version of the report on the situation of Palestinian women and
children in the occupied Arab territories submittea to the Commission at 1ts
thirtieth session. The updated report has been circulated as aocument
E/CN.6/1986/7.

* E/CN.6/1986/1.

86-02284 4848e (E) FARE
V.86-51231



E/CN.6/1986/6
English
Page 2

4. With respect to the comprehensive report of the Secretary-General on the
situation of Palestinian women living within and outside the occupied Arab
territories, it is proposed that the first part of the report should deal with
Palestinian women living within the occupied Arab territories. Since this subject
is covered in the updated report mentioned in paragraph 3 above, that report, duly
adapted and further updated, will constitute the first part of the comprehensive

report.

5. The second part of the comprehensive report will contain information on the
situation of Palestinian women living outside the occupied Arab territories. It 1s
proposed that, in keeping with established procedure, this part of the report
should focus on the situation of Palestinian women in the host countries as defined
in United Nations practice, namely, Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon ana the Syrian Arab

Republic.

6. In order to prepare the secona part of the report, the Secretariat will seek
from the Governments of Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon and the Syrian Arab Republic, as
well as from the Palestine Liberation Organization, relevant information on the
situation of Palestinian women living in those host countries. Consultations with
the appropriate bodies of the United Nations will also be undertaken for this

purpose.
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INTRODUCTION

1. This report has been prepared in pursuance of Economic and Social Council
resolutions 1984/18 of 24 May 1984 and 1986/21 of 23 May 1986.

2. 1In paragraph 2 of its resolution 1984/18, the Council requested the
Secretary-General to prepare a comprehensive report on the situation of
Palestinian women living within and outside the occupied Arab territories and
to submit it to the Commission on the Status of Women at its thirty-second
session. 1In paragraph 3 of the same resolution, the Council requested the
Secretary-General to submit to the Commission at its thirty-first session,

an interim report (E/CN.6/1986/6) on the preparation of the comprehensive
report. 1In paragraph 1 of the same resolution, the Council also requested the
Secretary-General to submit to the Commission, at its thirty-first session, an
updated version (E/CN.6/1986/7) of the report on the situation of Palestinian
women and children in the occupied Arab territories that had been submitted to
the Commission at its thirtieth session. 1/

3. On the recommendation of the Commission on the Status of Women, at its
thirty-first session, the Economic and Social Council, in its resolution
1986/21, requested the Secretary-General, in preparing the comprehensive
report, to focus on the identification of the main humanitarian needs of
Palestinian women.

4. The present comprehensive report has been prepared in accordance with the
interim report of the Secretary-General (E/CN.6/1986/6). It is composed of
two chapters and conclusions derived therefrom. In pursuance of paragraph 4
of the interim report, chapter one is a further update of the updated report
of the Secretary-General (E/CN.6/1986/7) and deals with the situation of
Palestinian women living within the occupied Arab territories.

5. In pursuance of paragraph 5 of the interim report, chapter two contains
information on the situation of Palestinian women living outside the occupied
Arab territories. 1In keeping with established procedure, this chapter focuses
on the situation of Palestinian women living in the host countries as defined
by United Nations practice, namely, Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon and the Syrian Arab
Republic.

6. The Secretary-General, in his Note Verbale of 26 February 1987, invited
the Governments of Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon and the Syrian Arab Republic, as the
host countries, and the Government of Israel, as the occupying power, to
provide the Secretary-General with appropriate information on the situation of
Palestinian women living in the host countries and the occupied territories.
The invitation to provide the information on the situation of Palestinian
women by 1 August 1987, for the completion of the report, was reiterated by
the Secretary-General in his second Note Verbale of 12 June 1987 to the same
Governments. At the time of preparing the present report, replies had been
received from the Governments of Egypt and the Syrian Arab Republic. These
replies are attached to the present report.

7. 1In a letter of 19 February 1987, the Secretariat invited the Palestine
Liberation Organization (PLO) to provide information required for the report.
The invitation was reiterated by the Secretariat in its letter of 9 June 1987.
The reply, which is annexed to the present report, and four publications
reached the Secretariat on 15 October 1987. Owing to time constraints and the
limitation of the length of the present report to 24 pages, the contents of
these publications could not be incorporated in the present report.



8. The present report has, accordingly, been based exclusively on United
Nations documents concerned with the situation of Palestinian people.

Analyses of these documents, issued by numerous United Nations bodies and
agencies during the period under review, namely from 15 October 1985 to

30 September 1987, provided little specific information concerning Palestinian
women. For example, it was not possible to determine the total number of
Palestinian women living within and outside the occupied Arab territories.

9. Only reports of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine
Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) contained data on assistance provided by
UNRWA to Palestinian women. That data, however, did not cover those
Palestinian women who were not registered with UNRWA and did not provide any
information on assistance provided to Palestinian women by institutions other
than UNRWA (i.e. Governments, charity organizations etc.). The present
report, therefore, reflects mainly information from UNRWA on the situation of
Palestinian women registered with it.

10. The difficult living conditions of the Palestinian people are, however,
generally known. Some broad conclusions can be drawn from the overall picture
of the situation of Palestinian women that emerges from literature on the
subject.

11. Palestinian women, like the rest of the Palestinian people, have for four
decades been subjected to a life of deprivation and hardship. They have been
expelled from their homes and faced the separation of their families. Most
Palestinian women today live either under occupation or in exile. Some have
been living in daily terror or harassment, arrest and imprisonment. Those who
have been separated from their male family members have often had to assume
the function of head of household, which has compelled them to take decisions
and sometimes to seek employment for which they have not been adequately
prepared. For some, this has meant putting their children in nurseries or
kindergartens, thereby foregoing some of their traditional duties. The
disruption of family life has led in some cases to emotional disturbance and
conflict within the family, which has added to the difficulties of adapting to
life in the camps, under occupation or in the countries of exile.

12. Various charity organizations and women's associations have tried to help
Palestinian women to improve their living conditions and to undertake their
new responsibilities. Some of them have tried to promote, through their
activities, the new roles of Palestinian women and to make them properly
understood and socially accepted.

13. Palestinian women living in refugee camps have been confronted with
special hardship and instability. The daily life in camps has meant for women
a struggle against dust and mud, fetching water from distant stand-pipes,
patching up walls and leaking roofs, washing the clothes of a family of eight
or more, baking bread, coping with all the diseases that arise from leaking
drains, filthy streets, poor quality of food and squalid housing conditions.
Women in camps, therefore, have experienced not only difficult living
conditions, but also insecurity of life inside the camp, deprivation of
freedom (often because of being without passports) and lack of prospects.
Under conditions of war or in attacks against Palestinian camps, women have
been deprived of adequate protection and often have been among the killed or
wounded. They have often had to flee from one camp to another and have
suffered from lack of food, water and medical aid.



I. SITUATION OF PALESTINIAN WOMEN LIVING WITHIN THE
OCCUPIED ARAB TERRITORIES

A. Background information

14. 1In 1985, the West Bank and the Gaza Strip had a total estimated population
of 1,380,000. 2/ 1In 1987, according to the report of the Commissioner-General

of UNRWA, there were 373,586 refugees registered with UNRWA in the West Bank,
and in the Gaza Strip, 445,397 (A/42/13). 3/

B. Political and social matters

1. Political matters

15. Examples of oppressive practices by the military authorities in the
occupied territories continued to be reported by the Special Committee to
Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights of the Population of
the Occupied Territories (A/41/680) 14/ and the Committee on the Exercise of
the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People (A/41/35). 5/ During the
period under review, the Special Committee expressed its concern with regard
to the "iron fist" policy, which had been revived in 1985 by the Israeli
authorities, and the reinstatement of the emergency regulations of 1945.

The iron fist policy caused an escalation of violence and resulted in an
increasing number of administrative punishments, such as arrest and detention,
including short-term detention without trial, as well as large-scale expulsion,
deportation and collective punishment, including demolition and sealing of
houses (A/41/680, paras. 41-47; annex I11, paras. 11-25, 30-53 and 83; A/41/35,
paras. 21-23). Prevailing tension in the occupied territories continued to
affect the daily life of Palestinian people, men, women and children alike,
leading to demonstrations, disturbances at schools and universities, and
numerous incidents with Israeli settlers. 1In preparing the present report,
only those examples that directly related to women were extracted.

16. 1In the period under review, the Special Committee heard extensive
testimony on harsh treatment of suspects and detainees. The attention of the
Committee was drawn to the severe conditions prevailing in Israeli investiga-
tion centres, detention camps and prisons, including one prison for women in
Neve Tirtza. Most of the prisons were reported to be overcrowded; medical
care inadequate, security prisoners were often put together with criminal
prisoners and punitive action, such as prolonged solitary confinement, denial
of visits, withholding of educational, cultural or information materials and
deprivation of hot water, had been applied. There were alleged instances of
torture and physical violence (A/41/35, para. 22; A/41/680, annex 1II,

para. 356). These conditions had caused protest actions, including demon-
strations and hunger strikes of Palestinian female prisoners at the Neve
Tirtza prison (A/41/680, annex III, paras. 348 and 373).

17. On some occasions, protest actions by prisoners were supported by
demonstrations and protests by their family members. For example, on

17 October 1985, dozens of women, mothers, sisters and wives of administrative
detainees reportedly held a sit-in strike at the Red Cross offices at East
Jerusalem, in protest against the alleged ill-treatment and harsh prison
conditions of the detainees (A/41/680, annex III, para. 350).

18. The Special Committee drew attention to reports of torture and inhuman
treatment of young detainees (A/41/680, annex III, paras. 352 and 357).



2. Social matters

(a) Employment and working conditions

19. When preparing the present report, no data or information were available
on the demographic trends in the territories and on the employment of women.

During the period under review, the overall situation was characterized by
economic stagnation (a decline in private investment and a slow-down in public
investment, an increase in taxes), expropriation and confiscation of
Palestinian land, exploitation of land resources, insecurity and restrictions
on freedom of movement (A/41/35, paras. 21-26). In 1984/86, fragmented
internally and dependent externally, the economy of the territories began to
be affected more than it had ever been since 1967 by the downturn of the
economy in Israel and in other countries of the region. 6/ Agriculture
continued to decline and the Palestinian industrial sector was unable to
withstand Israeli competition. A low overall employment rate prevailed
(affecting approximately one third of the working-age population) and to some
extent this resulted from the very low employment rate of women, which was
partly caused by local traditions and customs. 7/ Unemployment remained
highest among graduates from higher educational institutions. 8/

20. During the period under review, there was no major change in the level of
irregular employment in Israel of workers from the occupied territories,
despite efforts by the Israeli authorities to combat this type of employment,
which related to the generally difficult living conditions in the occupied

territories and to family needs. 9/ Those employed unofficially included
women and children working in seasonal agriculture and in small enterprises.

(b) Education

21. Information presented in this section relates exclusively to the
education and training services UNRWA provided for women. 10/

22. 1In 1986/87, as far as UNRWA schools were concerned, enrolment in
elementary and preparatory classes in the West Bank totalled 40,088 pupils
(40,221 in 1985/86) and 86,906 in the Gaza Strip (86,928 in 1985/86). There
were 98 schools in the West Bank served by 1,304 teachers (98 and 1,290
respectively in 1985/86) and 145 schools in the Gaza Strip served by 2,405
teachers (145 and 2,360 respectively in 1985/86) (A/41/13, table 5; A/42/13,
table 5). Many schools of UNRWA and the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), in the West Bank and the Gaza
Strip operated on a double shift. The double-shift system was generally
recognized as detrimental to the children's development. Also, the much
shorter school day made life more difficult for mothers, particularly in the
many cases where children from the same family attended different shifts, but
it was not possible to discontinue this system because of shortage of funds.

23. Detailed information on the distribution of refugee pupils receiving
education in 1985/86 and 1986/87 is given in table 1 below.

24. The major problems faced during the period under review were posed by
overcrowded classrooms and unsuitable school premises. Owing to a number of
donations enabling the necessary repairs and new constructions to be carried
out, however, some progress was noted in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip
(A/41/13, paras. 57, 59, 60; A/42/13, paras. 36-37). Some of these
investments covered the construction of new schools for girls, such as Biddo
Preparatory Girl's School and the girl's school at Rummaneh in the West Bank.



Table 1. West Bank and Gaza Strip: distribution of refugee pupils

Number of pupils Number of pupils
1986 1987
Type of school West Bank Gaza Strip West Bank Gaza Strip
Number of pupils in elementary
classes at UNRWA schools
Girls 15 354 29 870 15 310 29 844
Boys 13 243 32 979 13 154 32 688
Total 28 597 62 849 28 464 62 532
Number of pupils in preparatory
classes at UNRWA schools
Girls 6 092 11 351 6 138 11 557
Boys 5 532 12 728 5 486 12 817
Total 11 624 24 079 11 624 24 374

Sources: Excerpted from Report of the Commissioner-General of the United
Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees in the Near, East,
1 July 1985-30 June 1986 (Official Records of the General Assembly, Forty-first
Session, Supplement No. 13 (A/41/13)), table 5; and ibid., Forty-second
Session, Supplement No. 13 (A/42/13), table 5). :

25. During the period under review, the situation of pre-school, elementary,
preparatory and secondary education remained basically unchanged from previous
years (A/41/680, para. 65). Despite the teaching process being affected by
numerous incidents and disturbances, specifically in the early months of 1987,
and an increasing number of resignations or dismissals of teachers (A/41/680,
paras. 60-64, 313-316), the UNRWA education programme continued to run at all
levels without major interruption (A/41/13, para. 56; A/42/13, para. 36).

26. The vocational training centres attended by women functioned without
major interruption. In the Ramallah Women's Training Centre in the West Bank,
which was the only women's training centre run by UNRWA in the occupied
territories in 1985/86, 288 female graduates completed post-preparatory and
post-secondary levels of training in technical, commercial and para-medical
fields. They qualified as laboratory technicians and in the fields of
dressmaking, clothing production, home and institutional management and
hairdressing. In 1986/87 the number of graduates was 328. Three hundred and
fifty female graduates completed pre-service teacher training in 1985/86 and
300 in 1986/87 (A/41/13, table 6; A/42/13, table 6). In order to reduce the.
discrepancy in training opportunities given to men and women, UNRWA plans to
extend the level of training for women and to introduce new courses.



27. During the period under review, the restrictions on academic freedom,
textbooks, programmes and staff led to continuous dissatisfaction among
professors and students. Numerous incidents occurred, including the arrest
and transfer of male and female students and professors, and their expulsion
from universities (A/41/680, annex II1I, paras. 297-312).

28. 1In the academic year 1986/87, out of 63 university scholarship holders in
the West Bank there were 13 females: 3 in engineering, 1 in medical and
paramedical and 9 in the arts and sciences (A/42/13, table 7).

(c) Health

29. This section concentrates on the health services UNRWA provided to

women. UNRWA medical-care services were provided through a network of health
centres/points, maternal and child health clinics, specialist and special care
clinics, dental clinics, central and clinical laboratories, rehabilitation

centres, maternity centres and beds reserved in private or voluntary hospitals
under contractual agreements.

30. According to the annual reports for 1985 and 1986 of the Director of
Health of UNRWA, 11/ the health conditions of the Palestinian population (men,
women and children in the occupied territories) were closely linked to
socio-economic conditions and remained unfavourable and basically unchanged.
Inadequate sanitation, nutrition and water supply, insufficient access to
medical facilities and the high cost of medical care in Israel continued to
constitute the main health problems of Palestinian people (A/41/35, para. 27).
Although they affect the population as a whole, health conditions have a
greater significance for women, who bear and rear the children and look after
the health and nutrition of the family. 1In 1985 and 1986, there was a higher
percentage of adult women than of men in the occupied territories.

31. A certain amount of progress was noted during the period under review
with regard to medical personnel, basic biochemical tests and dental care
services, including the provision of dental services to schoolchildren,
pregnant women and nursing mothers, and the construction of UNRWA health
premises. Communicable diseases showed a decrease, except those linked to
environmental sanitation (A/41/13, para. 71; A/42/13, para. 52). Medical
supplies were, in general, satisfactory (A40/INF.DOC./5, annex, para. 74;
A/42/13, para. 47). Although acute malnutrition among refugee children,
nursing and pregnant women had declined since 1978, except in the Gaza Strip,
chronic malnutrition and anaemia prevailed during the period under review
(A/41/13, para. 88; A39/INF.DOC./2, para. 95). Deterioration of the mental
well-being of the population continued, including mental disorders and
problems of psychosocial development among children, who could not be properly
treated by the existing services (A39/INF.DOC./2, para. 39; A40/INF.DOC./5,
paras. 102-103; A/41/13, para. 79). The improvements made in the health
services were far from adequate to meet the needs of the growing Palestinian
population and the demand for UNRWA medical care services (A/42/13, para. 48).

32. UNRWA continued to provide maternal and health services, pre-natal,
natal, infant and child care at its health units, supported by specialist and
hospital referral services. Maternal care provided by UNRWA clinics consisted
of regular health supervision, nutritional support and treatment of anaemia
throughout pregnancy and the nursing periods. 1In 1985/87 there were six
maternity wards attached to the UNRWA health centres in the Gaza Strip and two
in the West Bank (A39/INF.DOC./2, annex, para. 36; A40/INF.DOC./5, annex,



para. 56; A/42/13, para.

50). To increase the coverage of the service through

the expansion of community outreach programmes, a second mobile health team

was established to service the six maternal and child health care sub-centres

in Gaza (A/42/13, para. 53).

33. Details of the maternal, child health and preventive services provided by

UNRWA are set out in tables 2, 3 and 4 below.

Table 2. UNRWA health facilities
1985 1986
Service West Bank Gaza West Bank Gaza
Qut-patient care
Number of health
centres/points 32 9 32 9
Number of pre-natal
clinics 23 9 25 16
Number of child
health clinics 21 9 a/ 24 16
In-patient care
A. Subsidized hospitals
Number of hospitals 5 0 5 1
Number of beds
available: 225 0 227 20
General 88 0 88 20
Paediatric 39 0 41 0
Maternity 13 0 13 0
B. UNRWA hospitals
Number of hospitals 3 7 3 6
Number of beds
available: 42 129 42 129
General 28 0 28 0
Paediatric 4 0 4 0
Maternity 6 59 10 59

Sources: Excerpted from World Health Organization, "Health conditions of

the Arab population in the Arab territories, including Palestine"
(A39/INF.DOC./2), appendix 3, part B, p. 24, and ibid. (A40/INF.DOC./15),
appendix 3, part B, p. 27.

a/ Excluding six maternal child health sub-centres opporating in Gaza.
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Table 3. Maternal and child health-care services provided by UNRWA

West Bank Gaza

Service 1985 1986 1985 1986
Pregnant women registered 5 658 5 898 18 135 18 823
Deliveries attended 6 080 6 341 14 831 11 651
Children registered:

0-1 year 5 333 5 527 14 762 15 250

1-2 years 5 777 5 846 13 166 13 441

2-3 years 5 075 5 451 11 138 12 038

Sources: Excerpted from World Health Organization, "Health conditions of
the Arab population in the occupied Arab territories, including Palestine"
(A39/INF.DOC./2), appendix 3, part C, p. 25, and ibid. (A40/INF.DOC./5),
appendix 3, part C, p. 28.

Table 4. Preventive services
(As of 30 June 1987)

Service West Bank Gaza Strip

Maternal and child health care

Pregnant women

(average monthly attendance) 2 009 5 420
Children below three years
(average attendance) a/ 18 594 35 039

Source: Excerpted from Report of the Commissioner-General of the United
Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East,
1 July 1986-30 June 1987 (Official Records of the General Assembly, Forty-First
Segssion, Supplement No. 13 (A/42/13)), table 9.

8/ Health was monitored monthly for the age group 0-1 year; bimonthly
for the age group 1-2 years; and trimonthly for the age group 2-3 years.

34. Successful monitoring of the health of children, pregnant women and
nursing mothers was continued during the period under review. 1In the West
Bank camps, where infant mortality staetistics have been closely monitored for
over two decades, the infant mortality rate in 1986 declined to 27 per
thousand compared with 84 per thousand ten years ago. To increase further the
effectiveness of the health monitoring programme, a new maternal and child
health-care intervention strategy was implemented in the West Bank
(A39/INF.DOC./2, para. 57; A40/INF.DOC./5, para. 91; A/42/13, para. 53).

35. The decrease in infant mortality rates in the West Bank is reflected in
the figure below.
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Infant mortality rates, West Bank camp population, 1975-1986
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Source: Excerpted from Report of the Commissioner-General of the United
Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East,
1 July 1986-30 June 1987 (Official Records of the General Assembly,
Forty-First Session, Supplement No. 13 (A/42/13), chart 3.

36. Family planning services continued to be provided, on request, in some
health centres in the Gaza Strip and the West Bank (A/41/13, para. 77). 1In
Gaza, the programme also included family-life education in the preparatory
schools for girls of 12-15 years of age. Nurses took part in this programme
by giving lessons and demonstrations in mother- and child-health care in the
schools (A39/INF.DOC./2, para. 54; A40/INF.DOC./5, para. 86; A/42/13,

para. 54).

37. UNRWA provided preventive and curative oral health services, as well as
nutrition and supplementary feeding services (A40/INF.DOC./5, paras. 66, 149
and 158; A39/INF.DOC./2, paras. 94 and 100). Two major improvements were
introduced in the UNRWA programme of immunization: tetanus immunization of
pregnant women and rubella immunization of 11- and 12- year old schoolgirls

and of non-pregnant women of child-bearing age (A39/INF.DOC/2, annex; para. 55;
A40/INF.DOC./5, annex, para. 89). To improve the general health status, health
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education of mothers and families was carried out by maternal and child health-
care clinics (A40/INF.DOC./5, para. 87).

38. Nursing activities were central to the on-going health-care services of
UNRWA. Nurses were directly involved in therapeutic, preventive, curative, and
promotive care services; delivery, maternal and child health-care services, and
nutrition and supplementary feeding services. They also provided supportive
and supervisory services in other areas, namely, environmental health services,
health education, epidemiology and control of communicable diseases, special
care and rehabilitative services (A39/INF.DOC./2, para. 70; A40/INF.DOC./5,
paras. 116, 122 and 127; A/41/13, para. 8l1). UNRWA nurses also organized
meetings with selected women from the camps, for the purpose of gaining their
co-operation and assistance in providing education on health and family life

to families in camps, as well as in promoting relevant health-care activities.
The initial results of these meetings were encouraging (A/42/13, para. 56). 1In
some of the UNRWA health centres, dayahs (traditional birth attendants) received
training and were used for natal and post-natal care because of the inadequate
number of fully qualified nursing staff. In many camps, dayahs performed home
deliveries and were supervised by health-centre nursing staff, constituting an
important link between the health services and the community services (A/41/13,
para. 82; A39/INF.DOC./2, para. 71).

39. Qualified nurses were provided with post-basic education in midwifery or
community health on a continuing basis. The upgrading of nursing staff con-
tinued to be a major goal of the nursing programme (A39/INF.DOC./2, para. 72).
In the period under review, one senior staff nurse from Gaza completed in
December 1985 a 10-month training course in community health nursing at
Cumberland College, Sydney, Australia (A39/INF.DOC./2, para. 23) and another
completed a similar 12-month diploma course in December 1986 (A40/INF.DOC./5,
para. 40; A/41/13, para. 90). A senior staff nurse of the Rafah Health Centre,
Gaza, who had been awarded a one-year scholarship to pursue a post-basic
training course in public health nursing at the University of Cairo, completed
it in November 1986 (A40/INF.DOC./5, para. 40).

40. With regard to environmental health, some developments were noted. The
water augmentation schemes aimed at providing indoor water taps to refugee

shelters and sewage schemes were carried out in some camps in the West Bank
and the Gaza Strip. Refuse collection and removal facilities were also
gradually improved. Chemical control of rats, mice and domestic flies was
carried out selectively. The focus was on general cleanliness (A40/INF.DOC./S,
paras. 143 and 145-147; A/42/13, paras. 57 and 59). Hygiene education
programmes, covering the situation in homes, schools, shops, slaughterhouses
and food storage, was expanded (A39/INF.DOC./2, para. 80). Despite improve-
ments in this programme during the period under review, a number of problems
remained. These included the provision of an adequate indoor water supply,
construction of sewage systems, mechanization of refuse disposal, renovation

and replacement of dilapidated school latrines and augmenting the work-force
of sanitation staff (A39/INF.DOC./2, para. 90).

C. Assistance to Palestinian women within the occupied Arab territories

41. During the period under review, United Nations bodies and specialized
agencies continued to provide assistance to Palestinian people, including

special programmes of assistance for Palestinian women and children in the
occupied Arab territories (A/41/319-E/1986/72). 12/
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42. UNRWA continued to provide both regular and emergency programmes of assist-
ance to eligible refugees. Education services were provided in co-operation
with UNESCO, and health services in co-operation with the World Health
Oorganization (WHO). Health monitoring of children, pregnant women and nursing
mothers was the major component of the UNRWA health programme. The relief
programme concentrated mainly on providing assistance to the most needy groups,
including widows and orphans. UNRWA also initiated special projects to improve
environmental health conditions and school premises (A/41/319-E/1986/72,

paras. 15, 18, 19 and 25-27).

43, Considerable progress was noted with respect to the United Nations
Children's Fund (UNICEF) programme of co-operation in the West Bank and Gaza.
The programme consisted of three elements: primary health care, pre-school
stimulation and the promotion of child development centres. It aimed at
promoting a cost-effective approach to the survival and development of
Palestinian children and mothers through the prevention, early detection and
treatment of childhood disabilities and through the development of innovative
approaches to early child care. Within the programme, 28 village health
workers in the Hebron District were trained in simple preventive, promotive
and curative tasks relating to maternal and child health. Twenty-five
kindergartens were renovated and 30 sets of basic kindergarten furniture
provided. Every kindergarten in the West Bank and Gaza Strip was provided
with an Arabic language teacher's manual. Three new child development centres
were opened in Hebron, Jenin, and in Gaza (A/41/319-E/1986/72, paras. 36-38).

44. The International Labour Organisation (ILO) provided the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP) with an expert in the vocational training of

women to implement a UNDP project of assistance to Palestinian women's
institutions, aimed at expanding vocational training opportunities offered by
these institutions and by Palestinian community development centres. ILO also
announced its intention to formulate, with UNDP, projects to provide assistance
to Palestinian women in its area of competence, such as long-term facilities
for vocational training at a higher level, promotion of vocational training
courses in income-generating activities for women's organizations, and support
to craft-production activities (A/41/319-E/1986/72, para 65).

45. The assistance of UNESCO to the Palestinian people concentrated mainly on
the award of university fellowships and the provision of educational supplies
and equipment.

46. WHO provided assistance to Palestinian people, and in particular women
and children, in the areas of primary health care, environmental health, and
the training and education of health personnel. Two centres were designated
as WHO Collaborating Centres in Primary Health Care Research: the Ramallah
Health Services Research Centre on the West Bank and the Gaza Health Services
Research Centre. The Ramallah Centre placed special emphasis on the
monitoring and evaluation of an expanded primary health care programme, the
evaluation and supervision of the work of dayahs, and a review of infant and
child mortality (A/41/319-E/1986/72, paras. 72-76).

47, Some development projects for improving the living conditions of the
Palestinian people in the occupied territories were elaborated at the Seminar
on the Living Conditions of the Palestinian People in the Occupied Palestinian
Territories, which was held at Vienna from 2 to 6 March 1987. 13/
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II. SITUATION OF PALESTINIAN WOMEN LIVING OUTSIDE THE
OCCUPIED ARAB TERRITORIES

A. Background information

48. On 30 June 1987, in Lebanon there were 278,609 refugees registered with

UNRWA, in the Syrian Arab Republic 257,989, and in Jordan 845,542 (A/42/13,
table 1).

49, At the time of preparing the present report, no information was available
on the legal and political status of Palestinian women outside the occupied
Arab territories and their situation regarding employment. The information on
education and health below is based exclusively on UNRWA reports.

B. Political and social matters

1. Political matters

50. Special attention should be given to the situation in Lebanon and the
critical situation of Palestinian refugees, including women, under the

emergency conditions prevailing during the period under review (A/41/35, para. 18;
A/42/13, paras. 19-34). Ongoing fighting and renewed attacks against Palestinians
in the refugee camps of Rashidieh, Shatila and Burj el-Barajneh caused a number of
casualities among the civilian population, who had inadequate protection. Some
Palestinian camps were particularly affected by prohibition of entry or exit,
frequent blockades of food and humanitarian aid, and the severing of water and
electricity supplies. In some besieged camps (such as Rishidieh camp) only women
and children were allowed out to bring some supplies to ensure the minimum of
services. The lives of the women in the refugee camps, like those of the men,
changed dramatically, because of hunger, lack of water, destruction of houses,
lack of 0il and gas, bombardments and extreme deterioration of the sanitary
situation. In addition, the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights
of the Palestinian People expressed its grave concern at air raids carried out by
the Israeli Air Force against Palestinian refugee camps near Sidon (A/42/35). 14/

51. 1In 1987, because of the difficulty of maintaining a distinction between
Palestinian refugees affected directly by the fighting and other refugees
whose living conditions were rapidly deteriorating, UNRWA emergency assistance
was extended to all Palestinian refugees in Lebanon, including those not
registered with UNRWA.

2. Social matters

(a) Education

52. 1In 1986/87, as far as UNRWA schools were concerned, enrolment in
elementary and preparatory classes in Lebanon totalled 34,002 pupils (33,959
in 1985/86), 51,653 in the Syrian Arab Republie (51,914 in 1985/86) and
135,990 in Jordan (136,202 in 1985/86). There were 82 schools in Lebanon

served by 1,199 teachers, 114 in the Syrian Arab Republic and 196 in Jordan
with 1,539 and 3,702 teachers respectively.

53. Detailed information on the situation of refugee pupils receiving
education in 1986/87 is given in table 5 below.
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Table 5. Distribution of refugee pupils receiving education
in UNRWA schools a/
(As of October 1986)

Number Number of pupils Number of pupils Total
of Number in elementary in preparatory no. of
UNRWA of classes b/ classes b/ refugee

Field schools teachers Girls Boys Total Girls Boys Total pupils

Lebanon 82 1 199 11 449 12 032 23 481 5 125 5 396 10 521 34 002 c/
Syrian

Arab

Republic 114 1 539 16 992 17 901 34 893 7 942 8 818 16 760 51 653
Jordan 196 3 702 44 772 46 617 91 389 21 607 22 994 44 601 135 990

Source: Excerpted from Report of the Commissioner-General of the United
Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East,
1 July 1986-30 June 1987 (Official Records of the General Assembly,
Forty-second Session, Supplement No. 13 (A/42/13)), table 5.

a/ Excluding 102,637 refugee pupils attending elementary, preparatory and
secondary government and private schools.

b/ Including non-eligible children attending UNRWA schools, who, in
October 1986, numbered 42,619. Of these, 16,818 were in the Gaza Strip, where
all refugee children have always been regarded in practice as eligible for
education services.

¢/ In October 1986, no enrolment figures were received for the Tyre
area. This figure comprises the actual figures for the whole of Lebanon
excluding Tyre and an estimate for the Tyre area.

54. Although in the period under review, progress was made in school
construction in Jordan and the Syrian Arab Republic, overcrowded classrooms
and some unsuitable school premises continued to be a problem in UNRWA schools
(A742/13, paras. 36-37). Schools in Jordan and the Syrian Arab Republic
operated normally throughout 1986/87. 1In Lebanon, the teaching process was
seriously affected by the prevailing emergency situation, which led in some
instances to an interruption of school services, restriction on movement
making schools inaccessible, and occupation of schools by displaced refugees.

55. Although UNRWA continuously tried to provide the same education and
training to Palestinian men and women, the discrepancy in vocational training
opportunities for men and women prevailed. Detailed information on training
places in UNRWA centres is provided in table 6 below.
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Table 6. Training places for males and females in UNRWA training centres
(Academic year 1986/87)

Syrian
Arab
Republic
Jordan Lebanon Damascus
Amman Wadi Seer Siblin Vocational
Training Training Training Training
Type of Centre Centre Centre a/ Centre
training M F M F M F M F
A. Vocational
and
technical
education
1. Post-
prepara-—
tory
level b/ 32 - 542 2 - 60 544 -
2. Post-
second-
ary
level ¢/ 224 - 125 75 110 210 206 22
Total 256 - 667 77 110 270 750 22
B. Pre-service
teacher
training - - - - 110 190 - -
Grand total 256 - 667 17 220 460 750 22

Source: Excerpted from Report of the Commissioner General of the United
Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East,
1 July 1986-30 June 1987 (Official Records of the General Assembly,
Eg;ty—second Session, Supplement No. 13 (A/42/13)), table 6.

a/ Centre was inoperative throughout 1986/87. Trainees shown above
attended courses off the premises.

b/ Courses were offered to post-preparatory-level students in the
mechanical, metal, electrical and building trades.

¢/ Courses were offered to post-secondary-level students in the
technical, commercial, electronics and paramedical fields.

56. Training at UNRWA centres in Jordan and the Syrian Arab Republic proceeded
normally throughout 1986/87; in Lebanon, however, the training process was
disrupted by the hostilities.
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57. Some students received university scholarships to study abroad. More
information on the distribution of these scholarships in 1986/87 is given in
table 7 below.

Table 7. Female and male university scholarship holders,
by faculty and country of study
(Academic year 1986/87)

Syrian
Aradb
Egypt Jordan Lebanon Republic Other countries a/
Faculty F M F M F M F M F M
Engineering - 2 7 89 1 12 4 8 - 4
Medical and
paramedical - - 15 31 1 4 46 61 2 5
Arts and
sciences - 1 9 3 6 9 - - 1 1
Total - 3 31 123 8 25 50 69 3 10

Source: Excerpted from Report of the Commissioner-General of the United
Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East,
1 July 1986-30 June 1987 (QOfficial Records of the General Assembly,
Forty-second Session, Supplement No. 13 (A/42/13)), table 7.

a/ Other countries were: Algeria (one male student), Democratic Yemen
(one male student), Iraq (three male and two female students), Libyan Arab

Jamahiriya (one male and one female student) and Turkey (four male students).

(b) Health

58. During the period under review, UNRWA continued to provide health
services to the eligible refugee population outside the occupied Arab
territories. Table 8 below provides exact information on the Palestinian
population eligible for health services.

Table 8. Population eligible for health services

As of As of
Country 30 June 1985 30 June 1986
Jordan 728 807 750 560
Lebanon 229 096 235 625
Syrian Arab Republic 219 636 225 261

Sources: Excerpted from World Health Organization, "Health conditions
of the Arab population in the occupied Arab territories, including Palestine”
(A39/INF.DOC./2), appendix 1, part A, p. 20; and ibid. (A40/INF.DOC./5), appendix 1,
part A, p. 23.
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59. In the period under review, the major tendencies characterizing health
services and the health status of the Palestinian refugee population
corresponded with those in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. A certain degree
of progress was noted with regard to health infrastructure and equipment in
Jordan and the Syrian Arab Republic.

60. Maternal and child health-care services continued to be the important

area of the health activities of UNRWA. Tables 9, 10 and 11 below provide
detailed information.

Table 9. UNRWA health facilities a/

1985 _ 1986
Syrian Syrian
Arab Arab
Service Jordan Lebanon Republic Jordan Lebanon Republic
Qut-patient care
Number of health
centres/points 16 20 21 16 20 21
Number of pre-natal
clinics 14 19 21 15 20
21
Number of child
health clinics 14 19 21 15 17 21
In-patient care a/
Subsidized hospitals
Number of hospitals 2 16 5 2 20 5
Number of beds
available: 38 322 48 38 362 48
General 25 186 48 25 208 48
Paediatric 13 0 0 13 0 0
Maternity 0 0 0 0 0 0

Sources: Excerpted from World Health Organization, "Health conditions of
the Arab population in the occupied Arab territories, including Palestine"

(A39/INF.DOC./2), appendix 3, part B, p. 24; and ibid. (A40/INF.DOC./5),
appendix 3, part B, p. 27.

a/ UNBWA does not operate hospitals in Jordan, Lebanon and the Syrian
Arab Republic.
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Table 10. Maternal and child health-care services provided by UNRWA

1985 1986
Syrian Syrian
Arab Arab
Service Jordan Lebanon Republic Jordan Lebanon Republic
Pregnant women
registered 10 039 3 437 4 015 10 024 3 550 4 215
Deliveries attended 9 888 3 321 3 598 11 229 3 035 3 809
Children registered:
0-1 year 12 834 5 333 4 864 13 331 4 222 5 008
1-2 years 12 529 3 037 S5 401 12 530 4 067 S 704
2-3 years 12 262 2 977 4 528 13 028 3 137 5 132

Sources: Excerpted from World Health Organization, "Health conditions of
the Arab population in the occupied Arab territories, including Palestine"

(A39/INF.DOC./2), appendix 3, part C, p. 25, and ibid. (A40/INF.DOC./5),
appendix 3, part C, p. 28.

Table 11. Preventive services
(As of 30 June 1986)

Syrian
Arab
Lebanon Republic Jordan
Maternal and child health care
Pregnant women
(average monthly attendance) 847 1 275 3 250
Children aged below three years
(average attendance) a/ 8 590 13 840 31 546

Sources: Excerpted from Report of the Commissioner-General of the United
Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East,

1 July 1985-30 June 1986 (Official Records of the General Assembly, Forty-first
Session, Supplement No. 13 (A/41/13)), annex 1, table 9.

a/ Health was monitored monthly for the age group 0-1 year, bimonthly for
the age group 1-2 years and trimonthly for the age group 2-3 years.

61. In collaboration with family planning associations, family planning
services continued to be provided, upon request, in some health centres in
Jordan and the Syrian Arab Republic. 1In the Syrian Arab Republic, the family
planning services were provided in maternal and child health-care clinics in
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the Damascus area. In Jordan, the family planning services consisted of
advisory services provided by health centre staff with designated family
planning clinics (A39/INF.DOC./2, annex, para. 54). Training of staff was
completed to expand these services to the additional health centres in the
Syrian Arab Republic (A/41/13, para. 77).

62. Nursing activities were central to the ongoing health-care services of
UNRWA. During the period under review, therefore, various forms of training
were offered to qualified nurses. Scholarships for nursing education were

donated by voluntary and non-governmental agencies. In 1985/86, in Jordan, a
27-month basic midwifery course was offered at the College of Nursing.
Eighteen practical nurses from Jordan received on-the-job training in
community nursing at Amman New Camp, Zarga and Irbid camps in December 1986
(A39/INF.DOC./2, paras. 11 and 19). A community nursing programme was
implemented in all camps in Jordan to enhance community awareness and
involvement, Nurses assisted by carrying out tasks, which went beyond the
traditional ones, such as collection of family and community data, identifica-
tion of health or health-related problems, and assistance in solving or
reducing these problems with the family or other staff (A40/INF.DOC./S,

paras. 131-134). A senior staff nurse from the Syrian Arab Republic was
offered a scholarship to pursue a one-year diploma course in community health
nursing at Cumberland College, Sydney, Australia and completed it in December
1986. All qualified nurses at Damascus attended a six-week training course in
community nursing at the rate of one full-day session per week, which started
in October 1986. One UNRWA-employed dayah at North Shouneh Health Point
attended a two-week refresher course at the Government Maternal and Child
Health Clinie, Irbid, in October 1985. 1n Lebanon, a senior practical nurse
was awarded a scholarship to pursue a one-year course in public health nursing

at the University of Cairo, which she completed in 1986 (A/41/13, paras. 90-91
and A40/INF.DOC./5, annex, chap. II, para. 40).

63. In other areas of UNRWA activities, developments can be noted. In the
period under review, immunization of pregnant women with tetanus toxoid, which
wasg carried out in Lebanon, was extended to other fields of operation
(A39/INF.DOC./2, annex, para. 53); the nutrition survey for Jordan was
concluded with results similar to those for the West Bank and the Gaza Strip
(A39/INF.DOC./2, annex, para. 95); in Jordan and the Syrian Arab Republic more

teachers were enrolled in an in-service training programme on health education
and oral health (A/41/13, para. 78).

64. In view of the generally deteriorating mental and sociological conditions
of the Palestinian population, and children in particular, a pilot project to
assess the mental health of refugee children was initiated in refugee camps in
Jordan (A/41/13, para. 79; A/42/13, para. 55). Also in Jordan, two community
projects to assist mentally retarded and physically disabled children were
started (A/40/13, para. 105). As in previous years, a summer camp was
organized jointly by UNRWA and the Young Men's Christian Association for
refugee orphans at the UNRWA training centre at Amman (A39/INF.DOC./2, annex,
para. 40). ’

65. During the period under review, the situation in Lebanon adversely
affected the delivery of UNRWA health gervices, particularly in the refugee
camps. Compared to previous years, the utilization of UNRWA medical services
decreased, owing to the security situation and limited accessibility of
refugees to UNRWA services (A39/INF.DOC./2, annex, para. 29; A/42/13, para. 48).
Also, the implementation of nutritional support programmes and supplementary
feeding was frequently interrupted in Lebanon because of continuous fighting
(A40/INF.DOC./5, annex, para. 155). Feeding centres became inaccessible for
certain periods of time (A39/INF.DOC./2, annex, para. 97) and hospitals and
clinics in the besieged camps were shelled and seriously damaged.
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66. With regard to environmental health, in a number of camps in Jordan and
the Syrian Arab Republic, owing to government, municipal and UNRWA efforts,
refugee shelters were provided with indoor water taps, and water and sewage
schemes were completed. Because of the ongoing hostilities, there was little
progress in improving sanitary conditions in Lebanon (A/42/13, para. 60).

C. Assistance to Palestinian women outside the occupied Arab territories

67. During the period under review, United Nations organizations continued to
provide assistance to the Palestinian people, including special assistance to
women and children in the countries outside the occupied Arab territories.

68. UNRWA continued to provide regular assistance to eligible refugees, in all

areas of its activities. It also extended emergency relief services to all
refugees in Lebanon (A/41/319-E/1986/72, paras. 16 and 20).

69. The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) implemented its programmes
aimed at rehabilitation and provision of assistance to Palestinian mothers and
children, despite deteriorating conditions in Lebanon. The programmes were
supported by non-governmental organizations and Palestinian philanthropic
societies. With regard to women's income-generating activities, UNICEF
reorganized an embroidery workshop for women. Some progress was also made in
pre-primary education, to upgrade the quality of kindergarten teachers
(A/741/319-E/1986/72, paras. 28 and 31). In Jordan and the Syrian Arab
Republic, UNICEF continued to strengthen the expanded UNRWA programme of
immunization activities and maternal and child health-care services, and
assisted in financing the training of nurses and dayahs (A/41/319-E/1986/72,
para. 33). 1In Jordan, UNICEF significantly supported the training of dayahs
and midwives and the home-visiting programme by nurses and paramedical
personnel (A/41/319-E/1986/72, para. 34).

70. The Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) undertook
surveys on the economic and social conditions of Palestinian people in refugee
camps in the Syrian Arab Republic in January 1986.

71. ILO participated in the formulation of two projects in the fields of
labour and training to be implemented by UNDP. One of the projects, concerning
the promotion of vocational and technical education, should expand the existing
vocational training facilities offered by UNRWA centres, government services or
private institutions (A/41/319-E/1986/72, para. 64). An ILO expert in the
vocational training of women was made available to UNDP to implement a project
of assistance to Palestinian women's institutions (A/41/319-E/1986/72, para.
65).

72. The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO)
continued its assistance in the field of training. Palestinian families of the
Gilline and Ramadan refugee camps in the Syrian Arab Republic were instructed
in how to improve the cultivation and yield of crops and livestock through the
provision of facilities, knowledge, skills, material inputs and technical
leadership for demonstration and training work (A/41/319-E/1986/72, para. 70).

73. UNESCO continued its assistance in education, including the provision of
fellowships and educational supplies and equipment (A/41/319-E/1986/72, para. 71).

74. 1In Jordan, WHO sponsored a Workshop on Community Needs for Health Care
Delivery. Fifteen nurses from UNRWA and six from the Ministry of Health
participated (A/41/319-E/1986/72, para. 74).
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III. CONCLUSIONS

75. The difficult living conditions of Palestinian women described in the
present report indicate the need for special attention and assistance,
particularly for those women living under occupation and in the camps. At
present, the assistance provided to the Palestinian people by the United
Nations system does not focus adequately on the needs of women. In order to
provide Palestinian women with more appropriate help in specific areas, their
needs should be ascertained, if possible through special missions. Programmes
of assistance should be designed to go beyond the mere delivery of services
and take into consideration also ways and means and the cultural context of
the delivery. It is necessary to analyse thoroughly the obstacles and
barriers that might prevent Palestinian women from having full access to
existing services.

76. With regard to the specific needs of Palestinian women linked to their
gender, the hypothesis can be made that they are related to the new roles that
Palestinian women now have to perform. These roles include the maintainance
of national and cultural traditions in order to perpetuate the values of the
Palestinian people. Also the roles imply that women should go out of their
homes to study, to work, to seek medical or legal help, and to take part in
social, economic and political activities.

77. These circumstances create many new needs and demands, which should also
be addressed, namely, respect for women's dignity, self-determination and
choices; support for the development of women's talents; enhancement of their
aspirations; encouragement for their participation in social, political and
economic life; and provision of help to women heads of households.

78. The situation of Palestinian women living within and outside the occupied
Arab territories calls for assistance aimed at meeting their specific needs in
all forms and at all levels by the relevant parts of the United Nations system,
whenever possible through existing projects, namely as listed in document
A/42/183-E/1987/53, annex, chapter III. As noted above, the present report
has been based on United Nations sources, which, unfortunately, do not provide
much specific information on women. For the elaboration of programmes of
assistance that would focus on the specific needs of women, more data would be
necessary.
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Annex I

REPLY FROM THE ARAB REPUBLIC OF EGYPT

Embassy of the
Arab Republic of Egypt Vienna
29/UN

The Permanent Mission of the Arab Republic of Egypt to the United Nations
Office at Vienna presents its compliments to the Centre for Social Development
and Humanitarian Affairs and with reference to the Secretary-General's note of
26 February 1987 regarding the information available on the status of the

Palestinian women living in Egypt, has the honour to enclose herewith the
required information.

The Permanent Mission of the Arab Republic of Egypt to the United Nations
Office at Vienna avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Centre for
Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs the assurances of its highest
consideration.

Enclosure Vienna, 6 May 1987

To the

Centre for Social Development
and Humanitarian Affairs

United Nations Office at Vienna
Vienna Seal of the Embassy
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Memorandum

Between 15,000 and 20,000 Palestinian women reside in the Arab Republic of
Egypt. About 115 of them are employed by the public sector and the
Government. A small percentage, about a thousand, are engaged in
commercial activities (part ownership and management of supermarkets,
management and operation of weaving factories). The majority, that is to
say about 7,000 Palestinian women, are housewives or unemployed.

Palestinian women are strongly inclined towards marriage to members of the
Palestinian community resident in the country, although a weakening of
this tradition has been noticed recently, as the women seek family
stability through marriage to Egyptians, in order to obtain residence

permits and to acquire Egyptian nationality. About 1,357 Palestinian
women are married to Egyptians.

Palestinian women resident in the country may be divided into three
categories of standard of living:

First category: Below average; about 65 per cent of the total
number, residing in the provinces;

Second category: Average; about 25 per cent of the total. This
group is composed of the wives and daughters of PLO personnel in the
country and abroad;

Third category: Above average and superior. This group consists of
the wives and daughters of Palestinian capitalists in the country.

There are about 8,000 female Palestinians enrolled at the various levels
of education (schools, universities, institutions of higher learning).

Problems faced by Palestinian women resident in the country are mainly the
lack of job opportunities and the high cost of higher education at

university level. The latter is particularly relevant where their parents
are employed by the public sector or the Government.
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Annex II

REPLY FROM THE SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC

Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab Republic
to the United Nations

820 Second Ave., 10th Floor, New York, N.Y. 10017
Tel: (212) 661-1313

SO/SwW - 137

The Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab Republic to the United Nations
presents its compliments to the Secretariat of the United Nations and with
reference to His Excellency's note no. SD 3012/22 dated 12 June 1987 has the
honour to transmit herewith information on the situation of Palestinian women
living within and outside the occupied Arab territories in preparation of a
comprehensive report by the Commission on the Status of Women at its
thirty-second session in 1988.

The Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab Republic to the United Nations
avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Secretariat of the United

Nations the assurances of its highest consideration.
New York, 9 October 1987

Signed

Secretariat of the United Nations
United Nations
New York
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Annex III

REPLY FROM THE PALESTINE LIBERATION ORGANIZATION

Paldstinensische

Befreiungsorganisation
Vertretung Wien
Wambachergasse 10
A-1130 Wien

Nr. AK/UN/10
Datum: 15 September 1987

Mrs. Chafika Sellami-Meslem
Director
Branch for the Advancement of Women
Centre for Social Development
and Humanitarian Affairs
Vienna International Centre
P.0. Box 500
A-1400 Vienna

Madam,

I have the honour to refer to your letter of the 9th of June 1987
concerning information about the situation of Palestinian women living within
and outside the occupied territories.

I have to apologize for the late answer due to communication difficulties
with the concerned department within the Palestine Liberation Organization.
In the meantime I refer to the following studies and research material which I
hope will be of use for your report:

"Women in the Middle East"

Published by Khamsin - Z - Books 1987

This book contains two informative studies with the following subtitles:
- "pPalestinian Women and the National Liberation Movement” by Hamida Kazi
- "A Palestinian Woman in Prison" by Laila Al-Hamdani

"Women in Emergency Situations: Palestinian Women under Occupation" by the
Association of Women Committees for Social Work; Jerusalem, Occupied
Territories, 1985

"The Women's Role in the Palestine National Struggle"
Published by the P.L.0., Department of Information and National Guidance

"Fighting on Two Fronts: Conversations with Palestinian Women"
Soraya Antonius

M e ein befreites Leben"
A manuscript prepared by Barbara Debus and Maria Spieker

Please accept the assurance of my highest consideration.

Daoud Barakat

sd/-

Permanent Observer of the PLO
to the United Nations (Vienna)
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Table 6. Training places for males and females in UNRWA training centres

(Academic year 1986/87)

Syrian
Arab
Republic
Jordan Lebanon Damascus
Amman wWadi Seer Siblin Vocational
Training Training Training Training
Type of Centre Centre Centre a/ Centre
training M F M F M F M F
A. Vocational
and
technical
education
1. Post-
prepara-
tory
level b/ - 60 544 - 32 - 542 2
2. Post-
second-
ary
level ¢/ 110 210 206 22 224 - 125 75
Total 110 270 750 22 256 - 667 77
B. Pre-service
teacher
training 110 190 - - - - - -
Grand total 220 460 750 22 256 - 667 77

Source: Excerpted from Report of the Commissioner General of the United
Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East,
1 July 1986-30 June 1987 (Qfficial Records of the General Assembly,
Forty-second Session, Supplement No. 13 (A/42/13)), table 6.

a/ Centre was inoperative throughout 1986/87. Trainees shown above
attended courses off the premises.

b/ Courses were offered to post-preparatory-level students in the
mechanical, metal, electrical and building trades.

¢/ Courses were offered to post-secondary-level students in the
technical, commercial, electronics and paramedical fields.
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INTRODUCTION

1. Le présent rapport a été établi pour donner suite & la résolution 1988/25
du Conseil économique et social dans laquelle le Conseil priait le Secrétaire
général de présenter a la Commission de la condition de la femme, a sa
trente-troisiéme session, un rapport exhaustif sur la situation des femmes et
des enfants palestiniens a4 1'intérieur et en dehors des territoires
palestiniens occupés. Quand cette résolution a été adoptée, le Secrétaire
général a présenté un état relatif aux incidences de celle-ci sur le
budget-programme (E/1988/15/Add.1, annexe 1V), en indiguant que le nouveau
rapport n'aborderait que les faits nouveaux intervenus depuis le

15 octobre 1987. Le présent rapport est une mise & jour du rapport précédent
(E/CN.6/1988/8 et Corr.l) et traite de la situation des femmes et des enfants
palestiniens vivant a l'intérieur des territoires palestiniens occupés, et en
dehors de ceux-ci dans les pays hdtes considérés comme tels par 1'ONU,
c'est-a-dire 1'Egypte, la Jordanie, le Liban et la Républigue arabe syrienne.

2. Dans sa résolution 1988/25, le Conseil a aussi prié le Secrétaire
général, a titre de mesure d'urgence, d'envoyer une mission composée d'experts
de la condition de la femme pour enquéter sur la situation des femmes et des
enfants palestiniens, eu égard aux faits tragiques récents qui se sont
produits dans les territoires palestiniens occupés. Intervenant devant le
Conseil économique et social le 26 mai 1988 pour expliquer la position de son
gouvernement avant le vote sur le projet de résolution IX relatif a la
situation des femmes palestiniennes figurant dans le rapport de la Deuxiéme
Commission sur le point 11 de 1'ordre du jour relatif & la promotion de la
femme, le représentant d'Israél a déclaré que son pays estimait que les fonds
des Nations Unies devraient &tre utilisés A& des fins plus utiles et plus
judicieuses que 1l'organisation d'une commission d'enquéte, avec laquelle
Israél de toute maniére ne coopérerait pas. A l'occasion de plusieurs
démarches effectuées ultérieurement par le Cabinet du Secrétaire général,
Israél a maintenu sa position et empéché le Secrétaire général d'envoyer la
mission d'enquéte demandée. Par la suite, lors de 1l'examen par la Cinquiéme
Commission des incidences sur le budget-programme de la résolution 1988/25, le
représentant d'Israél a déclaré que son pays approuvait l'assistance prétée
aux Palestiniens par 1'intermédiaire du Programme des Nations Unies pour le
développement (PNUD), mais qu'il ne coopérerait pas aux travaux des missions
ni & la réalisation des études décidées par d'autres organes tels que le
Conseil économique et social. C'est pourquoi les autorités israéliennes ne
recevraient pas les cing experts et fonctionnaires dont il est question dans
la résolution 1988/25. (A/C.5/43/SR.27, par. 20.)

3. Le présent rapport a donc été établi conformément au paragraphe 6 de
1'état relatif aux incidences sur le budget-programme, qui est ainsi libellé :

"Le rapport de cette mission, si elle a tieu, formerait l'essentiel
du rapport du Secrétaire général sur la situation des femmes et des
enfants palestiniens dans les territoires occupés. BEn ce qui concerne la
situation des femmes palestiniennes vivant en dehors des territoires
occupés, on obtiendrait les informations nécessaires en s'adressant aux
gouvernements concernés et en utilisant les sources de l'Organisation des
Nations Unies, comme on l'a fait pour le document publié sous la cote
E/CN.6/1988/8. Si la mission d'enquéte n'a pas lieu, l'analyse de la
situation des femmes et des enfants palestiniens vivant dans les
territoires occupés serait faite sur la base des informations figurant
déja dans d'autres rapports de 1'Organisation des Nations Unies, avec le
concours des autres services compétents de 1l'Organisation.”
(E/1988/15/Add.1, annexe IV, par. 6.)



L'analyse de ces rapports n'a pas apporté beaucoup d'informations pertinentes. Un
certain nombre de rapports exhaustifs ont été établis, mais seuls ceux de 1'Office de
secours et de travaux des Nations Unies pour les réfugiés de Palestine dans le
>roche~Orient (UNRWA), de l'Organisation mondiale de la santé (OMS) et du Comité spécial
chargé d'enquéter sur les pratiques israéliennes affectant les droits de 1'homme de la
sopulation des territoires occupés ont fourni quelques renseignements concernant les
femmes. Le présent rapport fait donc largement appel a ces sources officielles et le
3élai et les moyens impartis pour sa rédaction n'ont pas permis de rechercher des
sources d'information supplémentaires.

4. Le Secrétaire général, dans sa note verbale du 29 juin 1988, a invité 1'Egypte, la
Jordanie, le Liban et la République arabe syrienne, en leur qualité de pays hltes, et
Israél, en tant que puissance occupante, a communiguer au Secrétaire général pour le
ler octobre 1988 des informations sur la situation des femmes et des enfants
palestiniens vivant dans les pays hdtes et les territoires occupés. Aucune réponse
n'avait été regue au moment de 1'établissement du présent rapport.

5. Par une lettre du 20 juin 1988, le Secrétariat a invité l'Organisation de
libération de la Palestine (OLP) & communiquer les informations nécessaires pour le
rapport. Il a été tenu compte de sa réponse pour 1'établissement du présent document.
Le présent rapport utilise également les données relatives aux territoires occupés
publiées par Isragl dans le Statistical Abstract of Israel, 1987.

I. SITUATION DES FEMMES ET DES ENFANTS PALESTINIENS
VIVANT DANS LES TERRITOIRES PALESTINIENS OCCUPES

A. Renseignements d'ordre général

6. A la date du 30 juin 1988, le nombre total des réfugiés palestiniens immatriculés
de la Rive occidentale et de la bande de Gaza était de 844 708 (voir tableau 1).
Environ 40 % des réfugiés immatriculés vivent dans des camps. Suivant des estimations,
les familles se composent en moyenne de six personnes, la proportion des hommes par
rapport aux femmes est de 51/49, et le taux de croissance annuel de cette population
immatriculée par 1'UNRWA est de 2,5 % 1/.

Tableau 1. Répartition des réfugiés palestiniens
immatriculés a la date du 30 juin 1988

Nombre Pourcentage  Réfugiés Pourcentage
total des des réfugiés immatriculés des réfugiés
Nombre réfugiés immatriculés vivant immatriculés
Zone Réfugiés de vivant dans vivant dans en dehors ne vivant pas
d'activité immatriculés camps les camps a/ les camps des camps dans les camps
Rive occidentale 385 634 20 100 499 26,1 285 135 73,9
Bande de Gaza 459 074 8 253 008 55,1 206 066 44,9
Total 844 708 28 353 507 41,85 491 201 58,15

Source : Documents officiels de 1'Assemblée générale, quarante-troisiéme session,
Supplément N° 13 (A/43/13), tableau 2.

a/ On estime que 52 000 autres personnes, qui ne sont pas immatriculées comme
réfugiés, vivent également dans les camps. Environ 37 000 d'entre elles ont été
déplacées & la suite des hostilités de juin 1967.



Tableau 2. Répartition par groupe d'dge des femmes palestiniennes

vivant a l'intérieur et en dehors des territoires occupés

République
Rive occidentale Bande de Gaza Jordanie Liban arabe syrienne Pourcentage Total
Age Pourcentage Total Pourcentage Total Pourcentage Total Pourcentage Total Pourcentage Total
0-5 47,7 36 213 47,8 54 536 48,5 75 138 48,7 34 611 48,9 36 652 48,3 237 15
6-15 48,0 82 201 48,2 119 467 48,14 197 384 48,5 63 553 48,9 61 078 48,4 523 68
16-60 48,0 237 747 55,8 259 461 47,5 535 335 48,4 168 041 49,0 152 150 48,1 1 352 73
Plus
de 60 55,4 37 084 48,8 31 269 54,4 78 265 54,6 26 224 55,0 19 587 54,9 192 42
Total 48,8 393 245 48,8 464 733 48,4 886 122 49,0 292 429 49,4 269 467 48,8 2 305 96

Source : Office de secours et de travaux des Nations Unies pour les réfugiés de Palestine dans le Proche-orient,
30 janvier 1989.



7. Sur la Rive occidentale, 37 % des chefs de familles de réfugiés
palestiniens immatriculés par 1'UNRWA sont des femmes, et ce pourcentage est
de 18 % dans la bande de Gaza. Ces chiffres sont & comparer avec un
pourcentage moyen de 20 % au Liban, en République arabe syrienne et en
Jordanie. La proportion des hommes est légérement supérieure a celle des
femmes pour tous les groupes d'Age jusqu'd 60 ans. Au-dessus de cet age, les
femmes sont plus nombreuses que les hommes. La répartition par groupe d'age
des femmes palestiniennes immatriculées vivant & 1l'intérieur et en dehors des
territoires occupés est indiquée au tableau 2. On trouvera dans le tableau 3
la répartition par sexe des chefs de familles et dans le tableau 4, 1'Age
moyen des réfugiés de sexe masculin et féminin.

Tableau 3. Répartition par sexe des chefs de familles palestiniennes
vivant & 1'intérieur et en dehors des territoires occupés

Rive Bande de République

Sexe occidentale Gaza Jordanie Liban arabe syrienne Total
Hommes 56 250 78 968 98 178 51 927 43 395 328 718
Femmes 32 467 17 220 22 409 14 606 12 771 99 473

Total 88 717 96 188 120 587 66 533 56 166 428 191
Pourcentage
des chefs
de famille
de sexe
féminin 36,6 17,9 18,6 21,95 22,74 23,2

Source : Office de secours et de travaux des Nations Unies pour les
réfugiés de Palestine dans le Proche-~Orient.

Tableau 4. BAge moyen, par sexe, des Palestiniens vivant a 1'intérieur
et en dehors des territoires occupés

Rive Bande de Républiqgue
Sexe occidentale Gaza Jordanie Liban arabe syrienne Total
Hommes 28,9 25,5 28,4 27,3 25,9 27,5
Femmes 30,4 26,9 29,3 28,4 26,9 28,6
Total 29,6 26,2 28,8 27,9 26,4 28,0

Source : Office de secours et de travaux des Nations Unies pour les
réfugiés de Palestine dans le Proche-Orient.



B. Situation politique

8. La situation des femmes palestiniennes au cours de l'année écoulée a été
profondément affectée par les événements liés a 1° Intlfada, ou soulévement,
qui a commencé en décembre 1987.

9. Suivant le rapport du Comité spécial chargé d'enquéter sur les pratiques
israéliennes affectant les droits de 1'homme de la population des territoires
occupés (A/43/694), la violence et la répression dans les territoires occupés
ont atteint un niveau sans précédent depuis le déclenchement de 1'Intifada.
Ce soulévement a été marqué par d'importantes pertes de vies humaines
résultant de l'utilisation d'armes 4 feu, de coups portés aux victimes ou de
l1'inhalation de gaz. Le nombre des morts ne peut étre qu'estimé car les
diverses sources fournissant des informations a ce sujet emploient des
périodes de référence différentes. Selon les estimations d'avocats et de
médecins palestiniens et israéliens, citées dans le document des

Nations Unies, 20 % des personnes blessées pendant les premiers mois du
soulévement étaient des femmes, et leur nombre se situerait entre 126 et 153
sur la Rive occidentale et entre 90 et 264 dans la bande de Gaza. Selon la
méme source, 5 & 10 % des blessés étaient des enfants de 10 ans au plus. Au
total, le nombre des blessés se situait entre 630 et 766 sur la Rive
occidentale et entre 450 et 1 320 dans la bande de Gaza (A/43/694, par. 357).
Selon une estimation de 1'Organisation de libération de la Palestine (OLP), le
nombre total des femmes blessées se situerait entre 600 et 671%.

10. Le rapport du Comité spécial indique qu'au cours des quatre premiers mois
du soulévement, il a été enregistré parmi les femmes de la bande de Gaza une
augmentation de 10 % du nombre de fausses couches par rapport & la période
correspondante des années précédentes. Prés de 70 % de ces fausses couches
étaient imputables & 1’inhalation de gaz lacrymogéne (A/43/694, par. 365). Le
nombre total des fausses couches signalées par les différentes sources des
Nations Unies va de 124 2/ & 166 (A/43/694, par. 365). Une estimation de
1'OLP basée sur une énumération de cas individuels fait état d'un total

de 131. Soixante-cing pour cent de ces fausses couches se sont produites
aprés le troisiéme mois de la grossesse et 22 % pendant les huitiéme et
neuviéme mois.

1l1. Des civils palestiniens, parmi lesquels des femmes et des enfants, ont
fait l1'objet d'arrestations massives et ont été placés en détention
administrative. Durant la période considérée, le Comité spécial a signalé des
mauvais traitements infligés A& des femmes et des enfants détenus, le
surpeuplement des prisons et le caractére rigoureux des conditions de
détention (A/43/694, sect. IV). Il a été rapporté que des enfants de moins de
15 ans avaient été battus, interrogés, torturés 3/. Des cas de harcélement
sexuel ont été signalés (A/43/694, sect. IV). Une douzaine d'enfants de 8 a
12 ans ont été arrétés durant la premiére semaine de mai 1988 pour avoir jeté
des piefres sur l'armée (A/43/694, par. 294) et suivant une information
rapportée dans le document des Nations Unies A/41/INF.DOC/7, annexe,

par. 11(4), le nombre des enfants détenus & la date du 28 mars 1988 était
passé a 1 650. Selon des estimations de 1'OLP relatives a la période du

9 décembre 1987 au 13 juin 1988, 1 087 enfants étaient maintenus en détention
et 101 avaient été tués.

* Réponse du Bureau des affaires sociales de 1'OLP en date du

2 décembre 1988 a la lettre adressée par le Secrétariat le 20 juin 1988.



12. Les descentes dans les maisons, la démolition ou la mise sous scellés des
maisons ont été des formes de chidtiment communément pratiquées. Durant la
période considérée, beaucoup plus de 100 maisons ont été démolies, suivant des
estimations établies & partir de sources des Nations Unies 4/. L'imposition
de couvre~feu d'une durée souvent de plusieurs jours, les diverses sanctions
économiques et les gréves générales ont encore contribué a la dégradation des
conditions de la vie guotidienne. Les autres mesures punitives employées ont
été la coupure des services de distribution d'eau, d'électricité et des lignes
téléphonigques desservant les camps de réfugiés ou des villes entiéres 5/. Les
résidents palestiniens ont aussi été soumis & de nouvelles pratiques
restrictives comme la confiscation des cartes d'identité (sans lesquelles ils
ne peuvent pas se déplacer librement) et la préparation de "listes" spéciales
de Palestiniens auxquels les autorités peuvent se référer avant d'accorder des
autorisations ou des documents de voyage aux membres d'une famille (A/43/694,
par. 248). Le 28 avril 1988, un nouvel arrété a rendu les parents d'enfants
de moins de 12 ans surpris en train de participer a une émeute (jet de
pierres, incendie de véhicules automobiles ou construction de barricade sur la
voie publique) responsables des actes de ceux—ci et passibles d'amende. Dans
les cas graves, ils peuvent faire 1'objet de poursuites pénales (A/43/694,
par. 368).

13. Les descentes opérées dans des hdOpitaux et des centres de santé* ont,
dans certains cas, entralné leur fermeture et 1'interruption des services
médicaux qu'ils assuraient, ainsi qu'un harcélement des patients, du personnel
médical et des visiteurs. Par exemple, le service de maternité du Women's
Union Hospital a été envahi de force en une occasion. 11 est arrivé que des
véhicules et des ambulances soient empéchés de transporter des patients dans
les hdpitaux. Du fait de couvre-feu et de bouclages, les habitants de camps
de réfugiés et autres localités ont été privés de soins médicaux pendant
plusieurs jours successifs. Un arrété du 20 décembre 1987 des autorités
d'occupation israéliennes a interdit & tous les centres de santé et hdpitaux
de la Rive occidentale et de la bande de Gaza de recevoir des personnes
blessées en participant au soulévement 6/.

14. Un certain nombre de mesures ont été prises par les Palestiniens pour
désengager 1'économie des territoires occupés vis-a-vis de 1'économie
israélienne :

a) Boycott et abandon progressif de la consommation de produits
israéliens se traduisant par une réduction du niveau de vie de la population
(TD/B/1183, par. 11 et 16);

b) Initiatives destinées A assurer 1l'autosuffisance et le renforcement
de "l'économie familiale” palestinienne grdce a la production de viande, de
légumes et de fruits et & la création d'emplois locaux dans les zones rurales,
les camps de réfugiés et certaines communautés urbaines (TD/B/1183, par. 11);

c) Création de comités locaux d'auto-assistance pour répondre aux
besoins de la population sur le plan sanitaire, éducatif, économique et en
matiére de protection sociale 7/; création d'emplois pour les Palestiniens qui
cessent de travailler en Israél ou démissionnent de leur poste dans
l'administration publique israélienne (TD/B/1183, par. 11);

* HOpitaux d'El-Shifa, Women's Union, Nasser, de Ramallah, d'El-Ahli et
d'Hébron et dispensaire du Columbia Camp Clinic.



d) "Campagne de retour a l'agriculture", la production agricole ayant
réguliérement décliné au cours des années précédentes (TD/B/1142, chap. D,
par.11l), qui met 1l'accent sur la nécessité de cultiver les produits
alimentaires de premiére nécessité, des légumes et des fruits susceptibles de
remplacer les importations d‘'Israé&l (TD/B/1183, par. 83).

15. Les mesures prises par les Palestiniens pour s'opposer aux autorités
israéliennes ont pris la forme d'une "révolte fiscale", d'une solidarité du
secteur commercial avec le soulévement et de 1'absentéisme des travailleurs

migrants en Israé€l dans une proportion de 20 a 100 % au cours des différentes
phases de 1'Intifada.

16. Les écoles, universités et centres de formation ont été fermés pendant la
plus grande partie de la période considérée. L'enseignement dans les écoles
élémentaires, préparatoires et secondaires, a été perturbé par des fermetures
fréguentes dues a des couvre-feu, & la tension régnante et aux incursions de
manifestants et des forces de sécurité. Sur la Rive occidentale, les
autorités d'occupation israéliennes ont ordonné la fermeture de tous les
établissements d'enseignement du 4 février au 23 mai 1988. Les écoles privées
de 1'UNRWA et les écoles publiques ont été fermées & compter du 23 mai 1988;
les centres de formation professionnelle ont aussi été affectés 8/ et de
nombreux incidents se sont également produits dans des établissements
d'enseignement supérieur, sous la forme de fermeture d'universités, de
perquisitions et de saisies de livres et de documents, et d4'immixtions dans la
désignation du personnel enseignant masculin et féminin (A/43/694, sec. 1V,
par. 470, 471 et 478).

17. Les autorités israéliennes ont imposé des couvre-feu systématiques et
prolongés, comme le 28 mars 1988 ou les territoires ont été interdits pendant
72 heures. L'entrée des convois de vivres a été interdite dans les zones
soumises au couvre-feu et l'approvisionnement des territoires en combustibles
et produits pétroliers a souvent fait 1'objet d'un blocus complet pendant des
périodes allant jusqu'a deux semaines. Quelques villes et villages ont eu a
subir des coupures des services de distribution d‘électricité, d'eau et des
lignes téléphoniques. Le village de Kabatiya a été complétement isolé pendant
33 jours & partir du 7 mars 1988 et privé de soins médicaux (A/43/694,

par. 390 et 614). Des restrictions ont été imposées au transport de
marchandises a 1'intérieur de la Rive occidentale et de la bande de Gaza et
entre celles-ci.

18. Des mesures financiéres et administratives restrictives ont également été
introduites : réduction d'un cinquiéme de la guantité d'argent que les
Palestiniens pouvaient importer de Jordanie vers la Rive occidentale,
restrictions apportées A la possibilité de tirer des chégues sur les comptes
bancaires des organisations de secours palestiniennes, obligation de justifier
du réglement intégral des impdts avant toute délivrance de licences ou autres
documents 9/.

19. En raison de la diminution des recettes fiscales, l'administration civile
israélienne a déclaré qu'elle devait geler un grand nombre de projets de
développement (subventions aux autorités locales, protection sociale,
aménagement de réseaux de distribution électrique, travaux hydrauliques et
systémes de communication, et prestations d'assistance médicale (A/43/694,
sect. IV, par. 429).



20. Les autres mesures prises ont été la confiscation de terres, la
réglementation des cultures (abandon dvs cultures de plein champ au profit de
la culture de légumes et de melons, se traduisant par une réduction de la
croissance des revenus), la limitation des approvisionnements en eau et des
possibilités d'irrigation, le contrdle rigoureux des exportations
palestiniennes, l'importation de produits israéliens subventionnés dans les
territoires palestiniens occupés 10/.

21. Le soulévement a suscité 1'apparition de structures sociales, économiques
et politiques palestiniennes paralléles et des comités populaires ont été
créés pour répondre a tous les besoins de la population palestinienne. Selon
les autorités d'occupation, ces comités comprennent également des "comités de
choc" chargés de prendre des mesures a l'égard de ceux qui ne suivent pas les
mots d'ordre de gréve, de fermeture des magasins ou de refus d'aller
travailler en Israé&l 11/. Les femmes palestiniennes ont été actives dans les
comités populaires et les diverses associations sociales ayant pour but de
satisfaire aux besoins fondamentaux de la population palestinienne sur le plan
économique et en matiére d'enseignement et de secours. Il est arrivé gue ces
organisations fassent 1'objet d'un harcélement de la part des services de
sécurité. L'organisation "In'ash al-Usra"”, & El-bireh, dont 1l'action touche
15 000 femmes et enfants palestiniens a été fermée par les autorités 11/ et
les bureaux de la Palestinian Women's Union ont été envahis et ses dossiers
confisqués. De nombreux centres sociaux, y compris ceux qgui avaient
1'habitude d'organiser des cours pour l‘'éducation des femmes et des jeunes ont
di fermer car les autorités israéliennes ont gelé les crédits d'assistance
sociale en raison de la chute des recettes fiscales. Dans de nombreux
endroits, les femmes ont organisé le 8 mars 1988 des marches et des
manifestations silencieuses pour célébrer la Journée internationale de la
femme (A/43/694, par. 205).

C. Situation économique

22. Il y a entre les structures économiques de la Rive occidentale et celles
de la bande de Gaza des différences qui influent sur le rdle des femmes dans
ces deux zones. Ainsi que le montre le tableau 5, les femmes représentent
environ 14 % de la population active sur la Rive occidentale et seulement 4 %
dans la bande de Gaza. Sur la Rive occidentale, elles travaillent
essentiellement dans l'agriculture, tandis que dans la bande de Gaza, elles
font surtout partie de la catégorie personnel des professions scientifiques,
techniques, libérales et assimilées non classé ailleurs (53 % de la population
active féminine), ce qui tient au fait que dans cette zone leurs possibilités
de travailler en dehors de la fonction publique sont limitées. Sur la Rive
occidentale, un petit peu plus d'un quart des femmes économiquement actives
étaient employées dans le secteur public et une moitié dans les exploitations
agricoles., Dans la bande de Gaza, prés des deux tiers étaient employées dans
le secteur public. Tant sur la Rive occidentale que dans la bande de Gaza,
les femmes sont plus touchées que les hommes par le chdmage (en 1986, le taux
de chOomage était de 6,4 % pour les femmes contre 3,8 % pour les hommes sur la
Rive occidentale et de 9,1 % pour les femmes contre 3,5 % pour les hommes dans
la bande de Gaza).

23. Dans la bande de Gaza, il semble aussi que les hommes sont dans une

certaine mesure employés en dehors des territoires occupés mais que les femmes
n'ont pas cette possibilité.

24. Il n'existe pas de données sur les différences de revenus selon le sexe
dans les territoires occupés ni sur les effets spécifiques de 1'Intifada sur

1'économie et, en particulier, sur 1'emploi et le revenu des femmes et des
enfants.
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Tableau 5. Personnes occupées - ventilation par profession et par sexe en 1986
(en pourcentage)

Rive occidentale Bande de Gaza
Ensemble des Ensemble des
personnes personnes
employées Femmes employées Femmes
Scientifiques et universitaires 2,7 5,2 1,3 3,55

Personnel des professions
scientifiques, techniques, libérales 5,9 18,85 5,9 53,3
et assimilées non classé ailleurs

Directeurs et cadres administratifs
supérieurs 1,1 - 1,4 3,7

Personnel administratif
et travailleurs assimilés 2,7 4,55 2,4 4,7

Personnel commercial et vendeurs 10,0 2,6 10,7 1,7

Travailleurs spécialisés
dans les services 6,9 4,43 8,2 3,7

Travailleurs agricoles 23,2 54,04 18,9 7.6

Travailleurs qualifiés dans

1'industrie, les mines, le bAtiment

et les transports et autres

travailleurs qualifiés 25,4 8,75 30,7 17,2

Autres travailleurs dans
l1'industrie, le bAtiment, les
transports et travailleurs

non qualifiés 22,0 1,03 20,4 2,4
Total 100 100 100 100
Nombre total de personnes occupées 167,90 23,3 94,2 4,0

(milliers)

Pourcentage de femmes employées 13,95 - 4,25 -

Source : Statistical Abstract of Israel 1987, N° 38 (Jerusalem, Central
Bureau of Statistics, 1987), tableau XXVII/25.

D. Conditions de vie

25. Au cours de la période considérée, la population palestinienne a continué
a faire face a une grave pénurie de logements. D'aprés les statistiques les
plus récentes, trois personnes en moyenne vivaient dans la méme piéce; prés de
la moitié des habitants vivaient entassés & raison de sept personnes ou plus
par logement. Les obstacles & l'octroi de permis de construire associés a la
destruction ou la fermeture (apposition de scellés) systématiques des maisons
de suspects ont accru les difficultés 12/.
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26. Les données sur les éléments de confort élémentaires montrent les
différences entre la bande de Gaza et la Rive occidentale. Ainsi qu'on le
voit dans le tableau 6, la jouissance de certains éléments de confort, parfois
fournis par des organismes publics, dépend du type d'habitat.

27. La vie des femmes palestiniennes est fréquemment caractérisée par la
rupture de l'unité familiale et 1'absence des membres masculins de la famille
du fait de détention, d'expulsion, d'emprisonnement ou de décés. Selon des
informations fournies par 1'UNRWA, environ 130 000 réfugiés ont regu en 1988
une assistance au titre de 1'aide aux plus démunis 13/ et plus de 60 % des
familles avaient a leur téte des femmes ou des personnes 8gées. Des dons en
espéces ont été accordés a titre d'aide d'urgence a 1 020 familles choisies
parmi les plus démunies. Certains services d'aide sociale concentraient leurs
efforts sur la formation professionnelle des jeunes et des femmes (couture et
broderie) et 1l'exécution de programmes visant & préparer les femmes a
participer aux activités éducatives, sportives, culturelles et récréatives
(A/43/367-E/1988/82, par. 88).

Tableau 6. Eléments de confort dans les logements
pour divers types d'habitat (1985)
(en pourcentage)

Rive occcidentale Bande de Gaza

Villages Villes Camps de réfugiés Villes
Moyens de chauffage 98,2 97,2 42,9 57,6
Eau courante dans le logement 49,5 91,0 68,5 83,2
Point d'eau dans la cour 15,3 7,3 29,4 15,0
Toilettes 44,4 77,7 97,4 98,7
Salle de bains 85,5 99,8 65,8 78,6
Electricité 24 heures sur 24 46,4 98,2 94,4 93,7

Source : Statistical Abstract of Israel 1987, N° 38 (Central Bureau of
Statistics, 1987), tableau XXVII/17.

E. Questions sociales

1. Education

28. L'accés aux services d'éducation varie selon les zones et 1'Age. D'aprés
les données sur les effectifs scolaires figurant dans le tableau 9 du
Statistical Yearbook 1986-1987, (recueil annuel de statistigue pour 1986-1987)
de 1'UNRWA, & peu prés les deux tiers des filles scolarisables de moins de

12 ans vont & 1l'école sur la Rive occidentale. Leur taux de scolarisation
baisse avec 1'adge. Par contre, dans la bande de Gaza, le taux de
scolarisation des filles est d'environ 80 %. Ceci tient peut-étre au fait que
dans la bande de Gaza plus de la moitié des éléves fréquentent des écoles de
1'UNRWA alors que sur la Rive occidentale, ils fréquentent pour la plupart des
écoles publiques. Tant sur la Rive occidentale que dans la bande de Gaza, le
taux de scolarisation est légérement plus élevé pour les gargons que pour les
filles 17/. On trouvera dans le tableau 7 ci-dessous des renseignements
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détaillés sur la répartition des éléves réfugiés fréquentant les écoles de 1'UNRWA en
1987/88. Il y avait 98 écoles avec 1 328 enseignants sur la Rive occidentale et
146 écoles avec 2 545 enseignants dans la bande de Gaza. Grace a 1'augmentation du

nombre d'enseignants, le nombre de classes comptant plus de 50 éléves est tombé de 59 a
10 & Gaza et de 28 & 11 sur la Rive occidentale.

Tableau 7. Rive occidentale et bande de Gaza : ventilation par sexe
des éléves réfugiés fréquentant les écoles de 1'UNRWA en 1987

Rive occidentale Bande de Gaza
Type Filles Gargons Filles Gargons
d'école Nombre % Nombre ) Total Nombre kY Nombre 3 Total
Primaire 15 395 54,2 13 032 45,8 28 427 30 539 47,9 33 224 52,1 63 763

Premier cycle
ju secondaire 6 135 53,5 5 333 47,3 11 468 11 847 47,3 13 206 52,7 25 053

Source : Documents officiels de 1'Assemblée générale, quarante—troisiéme session,
Supplément N° 13 (A/43/13), tableau 5.

9. La disproportion numérique entre hommes et femmes dans les cours de formation
rofessionnelle n'a pas disparu. Le Centre de formation professionnelle féminine de
lamallah est resté le seul centre de formation professionnelle féminine géré par

L'UNRWA. En dehors des cours de formation a 1'enseignement ol la proportion de femmes a
}té supérieure a4 50 %, le ratio hommes/femmes a été de 5 a 1. Afin d'atténuer cette
lisproportion, 1'UNRWA a pris des mesures pour encourager les femmes a participer aux
srogrammes de formation existants et a lancé de nouveaux cours. Vingt nouvelles
itagiaires ont été admises & un nouveau cours de physiothérapie et il est envisagé
i'instituer des cours supplémentaires de formation d'infirmiéres. Au cours de la
ériode 1989-1990, des cours semi-professionnels ont été introduits pour la premiére

‘ois pour les stagiaires femmes au Centre de formation de Gaza (A/43/367-E/1988/82,
ar. 36).

0. Au cours de la période considérée, le nombre d'heures d'enseignement aux niveaux du
rimaire et du premier cycle du secondaire a baissé de prés de 40 % sur la Rive
)ccidentale et de 35 % dans la bande de Gaza. Les centres de formation professionnelle
mt été encore plus gravement affectés : sur la Rive occidentale, trois centres de
‘ormation n'ont été ouverts que 44 jours; dans la bande ‘de Gaza, un centre de formation
'a été ouvert que 50 jours 14/. Par suite des fréquentes fermetures d'universités et
les mesures administratives restrictives imposées aux établissements universitaires,

6 000 étudiants ont perdu toute une année universitaire (A/43/694, par. 496).
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2. Santé

31. Selon le rapport annuel du Directeur de santé de 1'UNRWA pour 1987 15/,
la situation de la population palestinienne (hommes, femmes et enfants) sur le
plan sanitaire est étroitement liée 4 la situation politique et
socio-économique. On ne dispose pas de renseignements détaillés équivalents
pour la population non réfugiée. Les services de santé qui étaient déja
insuffisants ont été gravement affectés par les nombreuses pertes subies
pendant le soulévement palestinien et par les mesures d'urgence prises par les
autorités israéliennes (voir par. 11 et 12 ci-dessus).

32, Pour faire face a cette situation d'urgence, 1'UNRWA a augmenté ses
effectifs médicaux (10 médecins supplémentaires ont été employés dans les
centres de santé situés dans les camps de la Rive occidentale) et prolongé la
durée du travail dans les centres (certains ont fonctionné 24 heures sur

24) 16/. Pour développer ses services de soins maternels et infantiles sur la
Rive occidentale, il a créé deux nouveaux centres et agrandi les locaux d'un
centre de santé situé dans un camp. Dans la bande de Gaza, il a créé une
deuxiéme équipe sanitaire mobile et ouvert deux fois - au lieu d'une fois -
par semaine un centre secondaire de soins maternels et infantiles 17/. On a
mis davantage 1'accent sur la prévention et le traitement de 1'incapacité chez
l'enfant. De nombreux enfants ont regu des soins & la fois en hdpital et dans
des services de consultation externe sur la Rive occidentale et dans la bande
de Gaza.

33. Appuyé par des spécialistes et des services d'aiguillage vers les
hdpitaux appropriés, 1'UNRWA a continué a dispenser des soins maternels et
infantiles, des soins prénatals et natals ainsi que des soins aux nourrissons
et aux enfants par le biais de ses groupes sanitaires. 11 a disposé a cette
fin de 41 centres de santé, de 6 centres secondaires de santé maternelle et
infantile, de 8 salles d'accouchement (6 dans la bande de Gaza et deux sur la
Rive occidentale) et de 46 centres d'alimentation d'appoint 19/. Les soins de
santé maternelle dispensés par les centres de consultation de 1'UNRWA ont
comporté divers aspects : contrdle régulier de la santé, appui nutritionnel,
traitement de 1'anémie pendant la période de grossesse et d'allaitement et
vaccination des femmes enceintes par l'anatoxine tétanique. Plus de

25 000 femmes enceintes, soit environ 75 % du nombre total de femmes enceintes
estimé, ont été inscrites pour des soins prénatals dans les centres de
consultation maternelle et infantile de 1'UNRWA. Sur la Rive occidentale,

10 % des femmes inscrites dans les centres de consultation maternelle et
infantile de 1'UNRWA étaient exposées & de hauts risques et 12 % & des risques
modérés, les risques étant du méme ordre pour les nouveau-nés. Sur 1l'ensemble
des accouchements signalés en 1987, 59 % ont eu lieu dans des hdpitaux
subventionnés et des hdpitaux publics, 28 $ A& domicile avec l'aide de
sages-femmes formées par 1'UNRWA ou de dayahs (accoucheuses traditionnelles)
et 13 § dans les centres de santé maternelle et infantile de 1'UNRWA (ou 1l'on
ne disposait que de 65 lits répartis dans 8 camps). L'UNRWA, dans le cadre de
ses services de soins aux enfants, a suivi 1'état de santé des nourrissons et
des enfants d'dge préscolaire et vacciné ceux qui étaient inscrits dans ses
centres de consultation maternelle et infantile. Plus de 59 000 enfants Agés
de trois ans au plus, soit 75 $ du nombre total estimé d'enfants dans ce
groupe d'adge, ont été inscrits 4 ces fins dans lesdits centres 20/.

34. L'UNRWA a continué A& fournir des services de nutrition et d'alimentation
d'appoint pour les enfants, les femmes enceintes, les méres qui allaitent et
les nourrissons 21/. Depuis 1'Intifada, le programme a été élargi. La
distribution de déjeuners a été étendue a tous les enfants de 10 ans au plus
- ainsi qu'aux enfants de plus de 10 ans lorsgue des raisons médicales le
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justifiaient. La distribution de lait en poudre a été étendue & tous les
enfants (y compris les non-réfugiés) de moins de trois ans. La distribution
de rations et de lait déshydraté a été étendue a la population réfugiée qui
n'y a normalement pas droit, notamment les femmes enceintes, les méres qui
allaitent et les enfants Agés de 6 A& 36 mois.

35. On a continué & fournir des services de planification de la famille axés
sur 1'éducation sanitaire aux femmes inscrites dans les centres de
consultation maternelle et infantile de 1'UNRWA. Le programme 4'éducation
sanitaire et familiale des trois écoles primaires de filles a été étendu aux
écoles primaires de gargons 22/.

36. En ce gqui concerne l'hygiéne du milieu, des progrés ont été réalisés avec
l'installation dans certains camps de l'eau courante a l'intérieur des
logements et de réseaux d'assainissement, mais un certain nombre de problémes
liés & l'assainissement continuent de se poser. La fréquence des maladies
transmissibles par le biais de l'environnement a augmenté. La présence de
poux sur la téte et la gale sont devenus endémiques chez les écoliers 23/.

F. Assistance au peuple palestinien dans les territoires occupés

37. Au cours de la période considérée, les organismes des Nations Unies et
les institutions spécialisées ont continué & aider le peuple palestinien en
exécutant notamment des programmes spéciaux d'assistance aux femmes et aux
enfants palestiniens (parmi les réfugiés essentiellement) dans les territoires
palestiniens occupés.

38. RAinsi gu'indiqué précédemment, 1'UNRWA a continué & exécuter & la fois
des programmes ordinaires et des programmes d'urgence, ces derniers étant
particuliérement importants. Des aliments et des sommes en espéces ont été
distribués a des réfugiés et a un petit nombre de non-réfugiés dans la bande
de Gaza et sur la Rive occidentale. Du personnel temporaire supplémentaire
des services de santé, de secours et des réfugiés a été chargé de contribuer a
la distribution de 1'aide et de conseiller les familles en détresse
(A/43/367-E/1988/82, par. 7). Une assistance a aussi été fournie aux réfugiés
dans le cadre du programme A& l'intention des plus démunis (distribution de
rations déshydratées, de vétements et d'allocations en espéces). On a estimé
qu'a la fin de 1988, sur un total de 183 700 familles de réfugiés inscrites,

8 250 familles dans la bande de Gaza et 5 170 sur la Rive occidentale seraient
placées dans la catégorie des réfugiés particuliérement démunis
(A/43/367-E/1988/82, par. 86). Les enfants de ces familles ont bénéficié d'un
droit d'entrée prioritaire dans les centres de formation. On a aidé certaines
familles & créer de petites entreprises (A/43/367, par. 86 & 89). Une
collaboration a été établie entre 1'UNRWA et le Centre régional de la
Méditerranée orientale pour les activités concernant l'hygiéne du milieu (OMS)
afin de donner une nouvelle impulsion aux programmes d‘'assainissement exécutés
par 1'UNRWA 24/.

39. Le Fonds des Nations Unies pour l'enfance (UNICEF) a fourni une
assistance par 1'intermédiaire de 1'UNRWA en concentrant ses efforts sur
l1'immunisation et la vaccination, l'assistance technique pour la formation et
l'amélioration des infrastructures. 11 a fourni une assistance technique aux
services de santé locaux pour développer le programme de formation des
accoucheuses traditionnelles et a financé la formation de 16 superviseuses
(sages—-femmes) et de 150 accoucheuses traditionnelles sur la Rive occidentale
(A/43/367, par. 48). Il a aussi aidé a former 652 moniteurs de jardins
d'enfants, améliorer les installations dans 60 jardins d'enfants, rénover

20 jardins d'enfants et en meubler 120 autres (A/43/367-E/1988/82, par. 49).
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En coopération avec l'Organisation Save the Children Federation et les
communautés intéressées, 1'UNICEF a aussi aidé a réduire 1'incidence des
maladies d'origine hydrique dans 25 villages situés dans la partie
septentrionale de la Rive occidentale et dans la partie méridionale de 1la
bande de Gaza (A/43/367, par. 21).

40. L'Organisation internationale du Travail (OIT) a identifié en vue d'un

f inancement partiel ou intégral plusieurs projets du Programme des

Nations Unies pour le développement touchant la formation professionnelle des
femmes (A/43/367, par. 32).

41. Le PNUD a exécuté deux projets dans le domaine de 1l'emplcoi et du
développement : "Programme en faveur de la jeunesse" et "Institutions
féminines" (A/43/367-E/1988/82, par. 33). Un projet intitulé "Institut pour
les femmes" sera exécuté dans un proche avenir., On créera un centre qui
dispensera aux femmes une formation technique et spécialisée dans divers
domaines, servira de lieu d'exposition permanent pour promouvoir et écouler
des produits traditionnels et nouveaux et, éventuellement, abritera de petites
industries exploitées par des organisations bénévoles (A/43/367-E/1988/82,
par. 33 et 34).

42. L'aide de l'Organisation des Nations Unies pour 1'éducation, la science
et la culture (Unesco) a consisté essentiellement a fournir du matériel et de
l'équipement pour l'enseignement et a assurer la surveillance permanente du
fonctionnement des établissements d'enseignement et du systéme de bourses
d'études universitaires (A/43/367-E/1988/82, par. 41 a 44).

43. L'OMS et le Fonds des Nations Unies pour la population (FNUAP) ont fourni
une assistance en particulier aux femmes et aux enfants dans le domaine des
soins de santé primaires, de l'hygiéne du milieu et de la formation et de
1'éducation du personnel sanitaire. Deux centres ont été désignés centres
collaborateurs de 1'OMS en matiére de recherche sur les soins de santé
primaires : le Centre de recherche en matiére de services de santé de Ramallah
sur la Rive occidentale et le Centre de recherche en matiére de services de
santé de Caza. Le Centre de Ramallah a mis tout particuliérement l‘'accent sur
le suivi et 1'évaluation d'un programme élargi de soins de santé primaires,
1'évaluation et la supervision du travail des dayahs et 1'étude de la
mortalité chez les nourrissons et les enfants (A/43/367-E/1988/82, par. 60

by

a 68).

II. LA SITUATION DES FEMMES PALESTINIENNES
VIVANT HORS DES TERRITOIRES ARABES OCCUPES

A. Renseignements d'ordre général

44. Au 30 juin 1988, il y avait au Liban 288 176 réfugiés immatriculés aupres
de 1'0Office : 148 007 (51,36 %) dans 13 camps et 140 169 (48,64 %) en dehors
des camps. En République arabe syrienne, il y avait 265 221 réfugiés : 77 779
(29,33 %) dans 10 camps et 187 442 (70,67 %) en dehors des camps. En
Jordanie, il y avait 870 490 réfugiés : 213 539 (24,53 %) dans des camps et
656 951 (75,47 %) en dehors des camps 25/.

B. Questions politiques

45. Au cours de la période considérée, la situation au Liban est restée
critique. Aprés la levée du siége mis autour de trois camps (deux a
Beyrouth~Chatila et Bourj el-Barajné et un prés de Turd Rachidiyé) en 1987,
les
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réfugiés ont été évacués vers des camps situés dans le sud. En janvier 1988,
plusieurs centaines de familles palestiniennes ont fui vers le nord a la
recherche d'un nouveau refuge. Prés de 100 d'entre elles ont occupé des
écoles de 1'Office dans la région de Saida. Le regain de violence enregistré
plus tard en 1988 a fait de nouvelles victimes a& Beyrouth et entrainé d'autres
déplacements de familles 26/.

C. Questions sociales*

46. Au Liban, en 1987/88, plus de 30 000 éléves (sur un total de 33 500)
étaient inscrits dans les 75 écoles de 1'UNRWA (sur un total de 83) qui
fonctionnaient en mars 1988. Certaines écoles ont été fermées en raison de la
situation d'exception, de 1l'endommagement des locaux scolaires ou de
l'occupation des établissements par des réfugiés sans-abri. Des éléves ont
fréquenté des écoles situées en dehors des camps ou assisté aux cours
organisés par des "comités populaires". En dépit de ces efforts, certaines
écoles n'ont pu achever leurs programmes pour 1'année scolaire 1986/87.

47. Les écoles installées en République arabe syrienne et en Jordanie ont
fonctionné de fagon satisfaisante tout au long de 1'année scolaire 1987/88.
I1 y avait en République arabe syrienne 111 écoles de 1'UNRWA employant

1 550 enseignants et en Jordanie 195 établissements employant

3 712 enseignants. En République arabe syrienne, les effectifs des classes
primaires élémentaires et supérieures étaient de 52 576 et en Jordanie

de 134 601. Une nouvelle école primaire élémentaire et supérieure (pouvant
accueillir 1 300 gargons et filles) a été construite 4 Damas et plusieurs
autres sont en construction en Jordanie et en République arabe syrienne 27/.

48. On trouvera dans le tableau 8 ci-dessous des renseignements détaillés sur
la situation des éléves réfugiés scolarisés en octobre 1987 dans les écoles de
1'UNRWA.

49. En République arabe syrienne et en Jordanie, les centres de formation ont
fonctionné normalement. Au Liban, le centre de formation de Sibline, fermé
depuis septembre 1983, a rouvert ses portes. Durant les quatre années de
fermeture, 1'UNRWA a assuré la formation de 225 stagiaires des deux sexes
ailleurs au Liban 28/.

50. Soixante pour cent environ (529 sur 881) des stagiaires des centres de
formation avant 1l'emploi pour enseignants de 1'UNRWA étaient des femmes. Au
centre de Sibline, au Liban, au centre de formation professionnelle de Damas
et au centre de formation de Wadi Seer en Jordanie, 121 jeunes femmes ont
achevé en 1987/88 leur formation de métreurs, de dessinatrices d'architecture,
de dessinatrices industrielles, de techniciennes de la construction, de
techniciennes radio et télévision, de techniciennes de laboratoires médicaux
et de préparatrices en pharmacie. Au centre de formation d'Amman, en
Jordanie, des femmes ont suivi des programmes de formation dans les secteurs
suivants : soins de beauté, gestion familiale et gestion d'organisations,
pratique du commerce et du travail de bureau, dans le cadre de la promotion de
la femme palestinienne. Les inégalités entre hommes et femmes palestiniens en
ce qui concerne les possibilités de formation professionnelle (sauf dans le
domaine de la formation avant 1'emploi pour enseignants) restent inchangées et
20 % seulement des stagiaires de ces centres sont des femmes**.

* [L'information en matiére d'éducation provient exclusivement des
rapports de 1'UNRWA.

'

** Réponse, en date du 10 octobre 1988, du Bureau exécutif de 1'UNRWA
la lettre adressée par le Secrétariat le 20 juin 1988.



Tableau 8. Répartition des éléves réfugiés scolarisés dans les écoles de 1'UNRWA a/
(octobre 1987)

Nombre Nombre d'éléves dans Nombre d'éléves dans Effectif total
d'écoles Nombre les classes primaires les classes primaires des jeunes
de d'ensei- élémentaires b/ supérieures b/ réfugiés
Zone d‘activité 1'UNRWA gnants Filles Gargons Total Filles Gargons Total scolarisés
Jordanie 195 3 712 45 142 46 786 91 928 20 747 21 926 42 673 134 601
Liban 83 1 183 11 552 12 430 23 982 4 766 4 685 9 451 33 500 ¢/
République arabe
syrignne 111 1 550 17 469 18 496 35 965 7 827 8 784 16 611 52 576

Source : Documents officiels de 1'Assemblée générale, quarante-troisiéme session, Supplément N° 13 (A/43/13),
tableau 3.

a/ Non compris 104 017 éléves réfugiés fréquentant des écoles publiques ou privées du primaire élémentaire, du
primaire supérieur et du secondaire.

b/ Y compris les enfants inscrits dans les écoles de 1'UNRWA sans y avoir droit; ils étaient, en octobre 1987,
au nombre de 54 080, dont 17 252 dans la bande de Gaza, ou l'on a toujours considéré en pratique que tous les enfants
réfugiés avaient droit aux services d4'éducation.

¢/ En octobre 1987, aucun chiffre concernant le nombre d'admissions n'a été regu. Le chiffre indiqué représente
le total : effectifs des écoles qui étaient ouvertes et effectifs estimés des écoles qui étaient fermées.



D. Services de santé*

51. Au cours de la période considérée, 1'UNRWA a continué de fournir des
services de santé aux réfugiés y ayant droit vivant hors des territoires
arabes occupés.

52. En Jordanie et en République arabe syrienne, l'activité déployée en
matiére d'éducation sanitaire a surtout consisté a créer dans les camps et les
écoles des comités sanitaires pour encourager les réfugiés i prendre eux—mémes
en main leurs problémes de santé et ceux de la communauté 29/. Le modeste
programme de planning familial, dont l'objectif est d'informer les femmes en
dge de procréer sur les avantages qu'elles peuvent retirer sur le plan de la
santé d'un espacement adéquat des naissances a été mis en oeuvre de fagon
limitée dans les clinigues de 1'UNRWA 30/.

53. Les dispensaires de 1'UNRWA ont enregistré un accroissement de 20 % des
consultations. En République arabe syrienne, un centre de santé doublé d'un
centre d'alimentation a été créé. En Jordanie, deux unités secondaires de
santé maternelle et infantile ont été ouvertes 31/.

54. En Jordanie et en République arabe syrienne, des progrés constants ont
été accomplis en ce qui concerne 1'hygiéne du milieu, avec notamment
1'installation de robinets dans les abris dans cing camps situés en Jordanie.

55. Les problémes de sécurité que connait le Liban ont gravement perturbé
l'utilisation des services de santé en raison des couvre-feux, des
affrontements entre milices et autres restrictions aux déplacements. Le taux
d'utilisation moyen de 76 % des centres de consultations externes de 1'UNRWA
en 1987 pour les cing terrains d'opération a été compensé, principalement au
Liban, par les limitations imposées aux mouvements de réfugiés et par
1'impossibilité d'accéder aux établissements de soins. Dans la partie
centrale du Liban - région de Saida et de Tyr - quatre centres de santé n'ont
pu fonctionner durant 1l'année. Les établissements sanitaires et médicaux de
la région de Beyrouth ont également été affectés par la situation; ainsi, le
dispensaire de 1'UNRWA au camp de Chatila a été trés endommagé en 1986 et les
équipes sanitaires n'ont pu accéder aux autres camps avant la levée des siéges
en janvier 1988. L'approvisionnement des services de santé a pu étre
maintenu, a Bourj el-Barajné en coopération avec 1'hdpital du Croissant-Rouge
palestinien, et & Rachidiyé dans des quantités limitées qui ont permis de
traiter les femmes et les enfants. Certaines familles - qui ne se trouvaient
plus dans leur camp d'origine - ont également eu des difficultés & bénéficier
des services de l'UNRWA. Deux équipes médicales mobiles ont été mises en
place dans les régions de Beyrouth et de Saida pour aider les familles
déplacées. Le rétablissement graduel de l‘'ensemble des services dans toutes
les régions a encore été interrompu par les nouveaux affrontements et
incidents survenus en avril 1988 qui ont gravement perturbé la réalisation des
programmes de 1'Office en matiére d'hygiéne du milieu, de nutrition et
d'alimentation complémentaire.

56. Toutefois, 1'UNRWA a dispensé des services de secours a toutes les
catégories de réfugiés palestiniens au Liban jusqu'a la fin de l‘'année 1988 et
les distributions des rations de base ont méme augmenté. Aucune grosse

* Les informations sur les services de santé proviennent exclusivement
des rapports de 1'UNRWA, en particulier des documents officiels de 1'Assemblée
générale, quarante-troisiéme session, Supplément N° 13 (A/43/13), et du
document A/41/INF.DOC/S de 1'Organisation mondiale de la santé.
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épidémie de maladies transmissibles n'a été signalée. Les programmes de
vaccination se sont déroulés normalement. L'UNICEF, en coordination avec
1'UNRWA, 1'OMS et les autorités sanitaires locales, a entrepris une campagne
générale de vaccination des enfants, notamment les enfants palestiniens non
encore vaccinés. Certaines améliorations ont été apportées au secteur de la
santé et aux infrastructures d'hygiéne du milieu. La polyclinique de Beyrouth
a été agrandie et un nouveau centre de santé a été créé a Saida. Certains
projets d'adduction d'eau ont été menés a terme.

Notes

1/ *"Health conditions of the Arab population in the occupied Arab
territories, including Palestine : annual report of the Director of Health of
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INTRODUCTION

1. This report has been prepared in pursuance of Economic and Social Council
resolutions 1988/25 of 26 May 1988 and 1989/34 of 24 May 1989. In resolution
1989/34, paragraph 1, the Council requested the Secretary-General:

"to prepare a comprehensive report on the situation of Palestinian
women, making use of all available information, including United
Nations reports, information from Governments, non-governmental
organizations, missions undertaken by United Nations bodies and
specialized agencies to the occupied territories, and reports of
meetings and seminars as appropriate, and to submit the report to
the Commission on the Status of Women at its thirty-fourth session."

2. Furthermore, in paragraph 5 of the same resolution, the Council again
requested the Secretary-General "to send a mission composed of experts on the
status of women to investigate the condition of Palestinian women and children,
in the light of the drastic deteriorating situation in the occupied Palestinian
territories". The mission had originally been mandated by the Economic and
Social Council in its resolution 1988/25, paragraph 4, in which the Council
requested the Secretary-General, 'as a matter of urgency, to send a mission
composed of experts on the status of women to investigate the situation of
Palestinian women and children, in the light of the recent tragic developments
in the occupied Palestinian territories".

3. In view of the reiterated request for the mission, the Secretary-General
decided to send a mission composed of three experts plus United Nations staff
to those countries in which Palestine refugees resided that would be willing
to receive the mission, including the occupied Palestinian territories them-
selves. In a note verbale dated 3 August 1989, the Secretary-General invited
the Governments of Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon and the Syrian Arab Republic, as the
host countries, and the Government of Israel, as the occupying power, to
provide the Secretary-General with confirmation of their "support for this
fact-finding mission". In a letter dated 3 August 1989, the Secretariat invi-
ted the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) to provide the Secretary-
General with support for the mission.

4, In reply to the note verbale, the Governments of Egypt, Jordan and the
Syrian Arab Republic expressed their support for the dispatch of a fact-finding
mission. ''Assistance and full support'" to the mission was communicated to the
Secretary—General by the Permanent Observer of Palestine to the United Nations
(Vienna). The Government of Israel replied as follows:

"The Permanent Representative of Israel would like to draw the
attention of the Secretary—-General to the fact that the above men-
tioned resolutions contain already conclusions concerning the situa-
tion in the territories which makes - in our eyes - an additional
investigation by a mission completely unnecessary. However, the
Government of Israel will reconsider its position concerning the
support of a fact finding mission if such a request of support will
not be part of a resolution with a conclusive condemnatory nature."

5. Since some of the Governments concerned were willing to accept the
mission, the Secretary-General decided that the mission should collect the
information on the conditions of Palestinian women and children in the
occupied Palestinian territories in the neighbouring countries. It was
decided that the mission would visit Jordan and the Syrian Arab Republic
during the week of 9-16 December 1989. The mission was to be composed of
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three experts on the status of women: an expert on women's rights from
Argentina, a specialist on education from Norway and an expert on economic
questions from the Philippines. Because of conditions in her country at the
time, the expert from the Philippines informed the Secretariat two days before
the departure of the mission that she would not be able to join it. Its
final composition was, therefore, limited to two experts, a consultant and a
staff member from the Division for the Advancement of Women, Centre for Social
Development and Humanitarian Affairs of the United Nations Office at Viemnna,
accompanied by two technical assistants.

6. The experts were Ingrid Morken, Director for the Board of Colleges in
Hedmark, Norway, and Ana Maria Alfonsin de Fasan, member of the Committee on
the Elimination of Discrimination against Women. Ingrid Morken was formerly
President of the Women's University at Loten, Norway. Ana Maria Alfonsin de
Fasan was formerly Director-General for Women's Affairs of the Ministry of
Foreign and Religious Affairs of the Government of Argentina.

7. On 7 and 8 December 1989, the mission assembled at Vienna. From

9 to 12 December, and on 15 December, it visited Jordan, and on 13 and

14 December, it visited the Syrian Arab Republic. In both countries, the
mission established contacts with the authorities and with representatives of
the United Nations system and the General Union of Palestinian Women. The
mission visited Baga'a and Jerash Refugee Camps in Jordan and El Ermuk Refugee
Camp in the Syrian Arab Republic. The mission alsoc met with the representa-
tives of the Palestinian National Council at Amman.

8. The main task of the mission was to obtain as much information as possible
on the situation of Palestinian women and children in the occupied territories.
During the visit to Jordan, the mission interviewed people from the occupied
Palestinian territories who either came directly from the territories to meet
with the mission or were living in Jordan.
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ANNEX I. REPORT OF THE EXPERTS ON THE BASIS OF THEIR MISSION
TO JORDAN AND THE SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC

INTRODUCTION

The situation of Palestinian women in the occupied territories is pro-
foundly influenced by the consequences of continued military occupation,
following war in 1967, and the tragic events connected with the Palestinian
popular uprising against occupation, the Intifada, which began in December 1987.

The findings of the mission reveal that the situation of Palestinian women
and children could not be separated from the larger political question. From
the point of views of women interviewed, without a political solution such
as an independent state, their situation and that of their children would
deteriorate further and was not likely to be improved.

That political situation has aspects far beyond the mandate of the mission
and which are dealt with in other United Nations bodies. However, for
Palestinian women, the struggle for an independent Palestinian state and a
Palestinian identity was central to their lives. They expressed a willingness
to accept sacrifices, including their children, in order to achieve this.

There is no doubt that women and children are suffering physically,
economically and emotionally under the existing situation. There is also no
doubt that women are playing a central role in the struggle of their people.
This increased participation is changing the nature of their role in society
and they are accordingly changing society as such. The society which emerges
as a result of these changes could be very different for women.

Given the limited time available to the mission and its inability to
visit the occupied Palestinian territories themselves, an effort was made to
select interviewees from the broadest possible spectrum of people who could
provide information on conditions either from their personal or their profes-—
sional experience. Because of concern for the physical security of interview-
ees and their families, the names are being kept confidential. The mission
interviewed 22 persons, out of which three were men. Fifteen of the inter-
viewees lived in the occupied territories, the remainder in Jordan. OQut of
19 women interviewed, 13 were married, one divorced, one widowed and four
single. A few women were separated from their husbands, due to deportation or
their husbands' arrests, and were staying with their parents in Jordan. The
age of interviewees ranged from 19 to 62 years. Only five of the interviewed
women worked although most of them (16) had professional training, including
university degrees. Several had doctorate degrees, a few were physicians,
others were qualified teachers working previously in educational institutions
of different levels from kindergartens to universities. The great majority of
those qualified and unemployed women stated that they did not work because of
a lack of any job opportunities. A few said they had lost their previous jobs
for political reasons, deportation or forced emigration from the West Bank.
Only very few stopped working after getting married and never returned to
their jobs. The married and widowed women (14) all had at least two children
each. In four cases the number of children was four or more.

About half of the interviewed women were involved in various kinds of
social activities, working for women's organizations, charity and self-
reliance associations, women's networks and workshops. A few of them have
been involved, at least in certain periods of their lives, in direct political
activities, such as domonstrations or "underground" education.
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On the basis of the information obtained in Jordan and the Syrian Arab
Republic, the mission drafted its report in Vienna from 17 to 19 December 1989.
The statistics included in Annex II were prepared by the Division for the
Advancement of Women.

I. CONDITIONS OF PALESTINIAN WOMEN AND CHILDREN

The conditions of Palestinian women and children can be seen in terms of
longer-term trends, reflected in statistics and in studies, as well as in
testimony about their daily lives under the occupation and in the Intifada.
Many of the conditions described could be termed violations of human rights as
these are defined in international law. Many of these are reflected in the
mission's findings regarding specific sectors like education, health and
employment.

Military occupation tightening its grip during Intifada, has involved
administrative and judicial measures that have had particular effects on
women. This is reflected in the increased levels of violence, in the use of
collective punishment such as detentions or searches of houses, or curfews,
cutting off of electricity and water supply, closing of schools or demolition
of houses,

Practices affecting the lives of women which were important included:
land confiscation, demolition of trees and crops, employing cultural taboos in
a way to cause stress to women, shooting, imprisonment of women, including
pregnant women, health problems facing women in jail, deportation of husband
or wife, closing down of women's organizations and women's production centers,
destruction of hospital equipment, destruction of property in the home, and
destruction of family homes. Women are also affected by punitive measures
employed against them and members of their families: arrests and beatings,
verbal insults, forced cleaning of slogans from walls and, above all, school
closings.

The efforts to suppress the Intifada had included administrative measures
which did not involve due process of law. The mission heard extensive testi-
mony on the harsh treatment of women detainees, including women held in
administrative detention. Prisons were reported as overcrowded and medical
care, especially for pregnant women, was reported as inadequate. Infants born
in prison remaining with the mother during her period of incarceration receive
very poor health care The imprisonment of women is particularly stressful to
the family since in traditional cultures women are totally responsible for the
private sphere of the home. While women from the community may seek to
perform a detained woman's roles as best they can, her children are also some-
times cared for by relatives who may live in a distant village or section of
town. This upheaval in the family causes stress on the children as well as
stress on the mother.

The witnesses interviewed felt that the punitive measures were intended
to make life difficult and even impossible in order to encourage emigration.

A. Impact on the Palestinian family

The situation has an impact on the Palestinian family. On the one hand
its traditional structure regained its importance during the Intifada. Its
members comfort each other and give more feelings of security to the children.
On the other hand, the role of women has become more important and on a more
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equal footing with men. Partnership between men and women, including in some
cases sharing of domestic duties and child care, is becoming more natural and
frequent. The relations within the families are becoming mutually supportive,
families unity strengthened. Only in a few cases was there an indication that
stress resulted in tension between the husband and the wife.

However, because schools are closed, many parents consider it safer for
girls to marry early and for this reason they are beginning to have many
children and from a very early age. For women giving testimony, the high
fertility of mothers is seen as something positive, as a reassurance of the
continued existence of the nation. Although before the Intifada, people were
beginning to talk about family planning, now mothers are said to want to have
more children. It was stated by many that loss of land and freedom is worse
than losing one's children.

In the context of the Intifada, the family lives under tremendous
psychological pressure. While children distribute pamphlets and participate
in the conflict, it is reported that at night they display psychosomatic
symptoms such as convulsions, bed-wetting and even cases of diabetes. Many
women indicated a sense of guilt because they could not prevent children from
participating in actions that they know could be physically and morally
harmful to the child. This may have long-term effects on the child as an
adult.

In addition to the stress produced by their direct involvement in com-
munity aspects of the Intifada, women must cope with difficult conditions
within their families. Women separated from their husbands live in fear for
the husbands lives, since they often have no information about what is happen-
ing to them. The accompaniment of curfews with cutting off of electricity
means that many large families are forced to live in close quarters for many
days without amenities. Instances were reported where deportations of wives
who had not been born in the occupied territories was employed as a punitive
measure to coerce the husbands. If the husband refused to collaborate with
the authorities, the wife's permit to stay in the occupied territories was not
extended.

This also affects the children. Children are exposed to violence often
at an early age and rapidly are made aware of the political realities of
occupation. During curfews that sometimes last for several days, fear and
aggression is expressed inside the house. This places considerable pressure
on the members of the families sometimes causing tension between the parents.
The children engage in role-playing the Palestinian/Israeli conflict - acting
out the stress by fighting and screaming. If not , they sit frequently in
front of the TV watching violence. The psychological impact on the children
can be seen in the frustration, nervousness, stress, fear and aggression. The
long term effects cannot be predicted with certainty. However, from previous
conflicts and wars, research shows that this lack of normal childhood will
influence the rest of their lives. Many of the mothers feel that the next
generation is going to pay too high a price. Not having schools, children are
irritable and nervous and sometimes throw stones at each other; their mothers
have to explain to them that the enemy is external. Before, the respectful
and obedient child was considered superior; now the strong, muscular and
aggressive child is more popular.
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In sum, the Intifada, implying a constant state of uncertainty and fear
combined with the new roles and responsibilities, place considerable stress
and pressure on Palestinian women. They have to assume a major part of
domestic and economic responsibilities in order to ensure a minimum of
subsistence to their families. They also have to educate their children,
making up for closed schools and kindergartens. Their houses have been often
searched, children threatened by soldiers breaking in at any time of day or
night. Some women lost their children, husbands or other close family
members. Others lost their houses, furniture, property, pieces of land or
have been deported. Many women live with their extensive families in the
overcrowded rooms, without proper nutrition, health care, proper hygienic
standards. Having to cope with 11 those demands often lead to and affect
seriously their health in an environment where health services are becoming
precarious, as seen below.

B. Education

Education has long been viewed as an important asset by Palestinians but
has become specially important since the occupation of 1967. It is perceived
as a way of giving children some security for the future in an uncertain world.

During this period, there have been some marked changes regarding who has
access to education, with quite rapid increases in the numbers of girls who go
to school, including university level. While women's access to education and
the impact it has on their lives are conditioned by the social attitudes to
women within Palestinian society, there is full acceptance today that girls,
whatever their social background, as well as boys should attend school for at
least 6 years.

Palestinian children living in the occupied territories receive formal
education through institutions managed by the occupying authorities, the
United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near
East (UNRWA) and private organizations. Over 60 per cent are institutions
controlled by the Government of the occupation authorities. These institu-
tions include a small number of kindergarten schools for children below
6 years of age; elementary schools for children between 6 and 12 years of age;
and preparatory schools for children between 13 and 15 years of age. The
elementary and preparatory levels are compulsory serving well over 450,000
pupils. Schools in the Gaza Strip follow the Egyptian curriculum and those in
the West Bank the Jordanian curriculum, except for Al-Quds, Jerusalem, where
schools are compelled to follow the educational system of Israel, the occupy-

ing power.

In rural areas of the West Bank, schools above the primary level are
few. This means that children continuing their schooling have to commute,
sometimes quite long distances, especially to secondary schools. Many
families do not regard commuting as acceptable for girls. In rural areas this
often combines existing social pressures to keep girls at home after the
primary cycle to help with domestic or agricultural work. The fact that many
men are not present in their families ~ so that the women are heads of
households — often leaves the burden on these girls which is viewed as
necessary to the family's survival. It certainly seems to be the case that
girls in the camps generally stay at school longer than their rural sisters.

Since 1987, intrusions by the military of kindergartens, preschools and
school campuses have been commonplace particularly in West Bank. The main
current educational problem is that since December 1987, hardly any formal
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education at any level has been provided to about 500,000 people in the
Occupied Territories. This leads to serious consequences for the pupils and
their families. Kindergartens, schools and universities have been closed for
weeks and months. The children have to play and act in the streets. This
gives them the opportunity to confront the violence they are experiencing:
they throw stones and burn tires.

To try to make the best out of the situation, the women are maintaining
"underground teaching'" and clandestine education. The women — mothers or
volunteer teachers - are teaching the children in the mosques and homes.
However, at the beginning of the third year of the Intifada this has continued,
although some women have had to stop their participation because of harassment
and provocation.

As noted earlier with Intifada the Palestinian women found themselves
involved in many new roles and tasks. They consider themselves ahead of other
Arab women, for example women interviewed referred to new development such as
men starting to accept women's involvement outside the house and even encourage
women to be active in the community. TV certainly has an important impact in
this respect =~ they can watch what other women are doing, especially in the
occupied territories. The fact that school girls frequently have taken part
in demonstrations and strikes has certainly altered men's perceptions of them,
and these exceptional circumstances have altered what is permitted as far as
girls’ behavior in public. 1In that sense, the Intifada is clearly speeding up
the process of equal rights for males and females.

The Women's Union, which now is forbidden at the West Bank and Gaza Strip,
is running hospitals, schools and kindergartens. Important work for pre-school
children is done. This aim to fill the gap which has existed in preschool
education, and to develop new, more child-centered and less rigid educational
ideas is something which may also help to break down some male-female stereo-
types.

For years the universities face constant challenges from the occupation
authorities, including military raids on campus, arrests of students, and
closures. For persons with vocational and university education, unemployment
has reached crisis levels. Job opportunities are limited for any graduate.
This fact means that men's needs tend to take priority and women are therefore
less likely to seek employment. Because of this, some families do not see the
value of higher education for their daughters and prefer early marriages.

The Intifada is, as we see, seriously inhibiting girls from pursuing their
education, as well as influencing the quality of education provided. There is
no continuity in teaching. Especially at the preschool, primary and secondary
level, the most fundamental and necessary equipment are missing. When schools
were open, they were frequently invaded by occupation authorities, with
accompanying disturbance to the children and teaching staff and damage to
furniture and equipment.

C. Health and psychological well-being

According to a number of witnesses interviewed, the health conditions of
the Palestinian population (men, women and children in the occupied terri-
tories) is rapidly deteriorating due to an increase in curfews, use of tear
gas against the population, wounding by rubber and live bullets, delays in
getting wounded to hospitals, beatings and broken bones, and the general
decline in economic standards. Casualty statistics indicate that 10 percent
of the fatalities and 23% of the injured connected with the Intifada and
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measures to suppress it were women. Also, inadequate sanitation, nutrition
and water supply, insufficient access to medical facilities and high costs of
medical care provided by Israeli authorities continue to be factors contribut-—
ing to poor health conditions in the area. Pregnant women in particular
suffer from the use of tear gas in closed areas and statistics indicate a
significant increase in miscarriages as a result. The stressful situation in
the occupied territories is linked to the drying up of the mother's breast
milk supply causing problems of malnutrition among infants and new born
babies. In times of curfew, no other milk can be found to feed the babies.
Water mixed with starch has been used as a substitute for mother's milk with
unsuccessful results. Also, some families are unable to afford the cost of
purchasing canned milk for infants, and consequently the babies suffer from
poor nutrition.

In times of general curfews, telephone communications are sometimes cut.
Ambulances are prevented from responding to emergency calls, including
deliveries. Home deliveries are, therefore, increasing. Complications for
mother and infant mortality rates are rising as a result. Jalazoon camp was
under curfew for 48 days, other camps as well were under long periods of
curfew.

There is as well a deterioration of the psychological well-being of
mothers in particular. During prolonged periods of curfew, women are fully
responsible for finding food to feed the large Palestinian family. They must
also insure that the children stay within the family home which is often
over—-crowded. Women must also deal with their husband's frustration at his
inability to go out and earn an income. It was stated that women seemed to be
stronger and more able to cope with the circumstances than men, some of whom
had developed psychological problems. However, the combined effect of this
stressful situation is linked to an increase in cases of high blood pressure,
miscarriages, diabetes, headaches and psycho-somatic illnesses among women.
There are few medical services available for these stress-related problems.

D. Economy and employment

The deterioration in the economic standards of the territories and the
decline in employment rates had a strong impact on the socio-political situa-
tion which caused the young generation to resist occupation. The young and
the professional class see a dim economic future for them in the Occupied
Territories since the economy is set up to absorb and encourage workers who
labour for the benefit of the Israeli economy. The situation of the worker is
also insecure since most work without official papers and therefore receive no
benefits. There was some evidence given that Palestinian workers receive
less than an Israeli worker. These are the general conditions that existed
in the territories before the Intifada.

Prior to the Intifada women worked in Israel in four main areas: manu-
facturing, cleaning, sweatshops, and picking fruits. They were paid roughly
50% of what an Israeli worker received, since they were not part of the formal
labour force covered by labour regulations. Some women experienced stress
because of the distance between their village and their work place. Some
women felt that they prefer not to work for an economic system perceived by
the local population to be oppressive. During the Intifada many women quit
these jobs and sought to replace them with independent work within the home:
growing vegetables for the market place, knitting caps and sweaters for
prisoners and sewing.
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During the last year, firstly because of curfews, fewer workers, including
women, worked in Israel. Consequently, in order to survive the population
returned to practices that exist in less economically developed cultures where
household economies predominate. A second motivating factor was the desire to
boycott goods made in Israel. By returning to a more primitive form of
economy, i.e., forming small co-operatives for canning, growing small vegetable
gardens and raising poultry, women's role in the economic system became more
important since women have been traditionally the ones to carry on such work.
Should these small industries indeed become the new infrastructure of the new
State, as many have said, then women are currently building this infrastruc-
ture. Many women felt that it is important to insure their continued partici-
pation in socio-economic matters after a solution to the current situation has
been reached.

A number of co-operatives planned by women and run by women are operating
on the West Bank. These co—operatives produce canned goods, biscuits and
cookies, grow and sell vegetables, and raise poultry for local markets. Their
objective is to encourage women to earn a living within reach of their chil-
dren, in the same village. These co-operatives provide a sample of a very
productive system of production in which women could become more involved.

The women stated that they need more funding and more training in order to
improve this system.

Women are also engaged in sewing, knitting and embroidery centers that
operate all over the occupied territories. However, some of these centers
have been closed down in recent months by the occupation authorities. Women
are working in their homes, but the problem they now face is that of marketing
their products since the organizations which used to buy these products are
having financial problems and the export of many commodities is prohibited..

The closing down of women's organizations such as In'ash al-Usra (family
rehabilitation) was considered to be a step that will retard the self reliance
measures that women have recently assumed in order to cope with current condi-
tions. Such organizations, run by women for women, account for many home indus-
tries such as sewing and embroidery. Through these organizations women can
supplement their income without having to leave their children. These institu-
tions were instrumental also in education adult women and in providing them
with vocational training. In'ash al-Usra used to provide for 5,400 families,
it is now shut down. In order to continue to employ its of staff 198 women,
the organization continued to operate on a smaller scale in a clandestine
fashion in private homes. The organization had centers for sewing, centers
for embroidery, and a production center for making cookies. It used to lend
money for small agrarian projects headed by women. Since the organization is
now prevented from selling products made before the closing orders went into
effect, the organization has been totally disabled financially.

Since men are home due to curfew and unemployment, they are now helping in
home industries. Some men learned how to knit caps for prisomers. These
developments mark an important role transformation for women in Palestinien
society, focussing on self reliant and independent economic sytstem.

The problem facing the population is that they currently have very %ittle
control over their economic system, including agrarian and small-scale indus-
tries. In times of curfew big trucks loaded with home grown vegetables are
left by the sidewalk to rot while the population is in need of these nutrients.

During curfews, the electricity is sometimes shut off causing d?mage to
products in co-operatives that need refrigeration or baking. While these
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economic steps are helping women heads of households increase their meager
income, under the current conditions home economics cannot provide a viable
alternative to an economic system that is based on developing the potential of
the occupied territories. It must also be noted that home industries cannot
absorb the high rates of professionals who cannot find employment in their
own fields.

In order to ensure the subsistence of the Palestinian population, it
appeared nonetheless necessary in the short term to provide women's co-
operatives and organizations with measures that would allow them to continue
their efforts towards self reliance. Assistance in marketing products as well
as training in production sales and management were identified as important
areas that could effectively ameliorate the conditions of women struggling for
the survival of the Palestinian economy.

II. CHANGING TRADITIONAL ROLES TOWARD SELF-RELIANCE AND
DECISION-MAKING

A central women's role has been the preservation of tradition, national
heritage, culture and its symbols, instilling in their children respect for
national values and knowledge of their history. This was regarded as a neces-
sary cultural and social precondition for the Intifada and a sustaining element
in the continuing commitment of the Palestinian people to the uprising. The
importance of this role has increased during two years of Intifada and clearly
contributed to resisting the debilitating effects of the measures adopted by
the occupation authorities to suppress the Intifada as well as to maintaining
the morale and unity of Palestinian families, communities and nation. The
preservation and increased importance of the traditional roles of Palestinian
women have been accompanied by changes regarding many aspects of their family,
social and political lives. In the context of the Intifada, women have gradu-—
ally started to assume new roles and responsibilities. In addition to their
roles of mothers, wives and sisters, they have become heads of household, main
income earners, teachers, as well as social and political activists.

According to the interviewees Intifada would not have broken out and con-
tinued without the involvement of women. In particular certain traditional
roles which women have customarily played in the family and in society, as
well as traditional family structures have been crucial for the survival of
Palestinian society under extremely repressive living conditioms.

As a consequence of the conditions in the occupied territories, many women
have been separated from their husbands and male family members when these
were arrested, deported or detained. Some have become widows. In some fami-
lies, male members have become physically or psychologically disabled. In all
these cases many women have had to assume the role of head of households. As
a result women have to make all decisions concerning both families and house-
holds on a daily basis, they undertake whatever paid work they can obtain to
support their families, including work outside their homes and communities.
Some women became the only bread winners in their extensive families, provid-
ing children, parents, younger brothers and sisters and often other relatives
- such as the unemployed, elderly or handicapped - with the bare minimum of
subsistence. These new roles, entailing often an economic dependence of male
family members on their wives, mothers or daughters, has significantly streng-
thened the position of women in the family and in the community. It was
stated by a number of the women interviewed that even the elderly fathers, who
used to believe that a woman's place was at home, fully supported paid work of
their daughters outside their households and considered them to be as good as
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men in providing for the family. Much of women's empowerment to participate
in decision-making derives from their provision of essential income to the
family.

It was also noted by the interviewees that women have begun to take
increasingly decisions in the community, participate in local committees,
prepare protest actions as well as and work for social welfare organizations,
professional and labour unions. Women of all ages have begun joining men in
public demonstrations, writing political statements on the walls, throwing
stones and other forms of public political activities. For those activities,
many women have been arrested, detained, deported, beaten or insulted along
with men. As mentioned above, many Palestinians killed and injured during
the Intifada were women.

Because schools have been closed during most of the Intifada. 1In par-
ticular in the West Bank, women have assumed the major responsibilities for
teaching, running what has been termed 'underground education” described
earlier in the report. Because of the traditional importance of education
within Palestinian society, this activity has particularly added to women's
visibility and respectability.

Women also have been participating in women's committees, which have been
responsible for various aspects of life during the Intifada, including educa-
tion, health and self-reliance. This is particularly notable in providing
support to special hardship cases, such as families with absent heads of
household, numerous children and elderly, families without any income. This
support takes various forms depending on existing circumstances. For example,
women from the community take care of the children, provide the families with
some clothes and food, often sewing and cooking in turns. In case of families
whose houses were destroyed, women have organized shelter, sharing existing
housing facilities or using houses of people from the locality who are living
abroad. Whenever possible they also collect money, provide medicines and
other basic necessities. A difficulty is that meetings have been prohibited
because, at the meeting places, people are allegedly encouraged to participate
in the Intifada.

The emerging new position of women in the society is reflected in many
aspects of daily life. Besides the fact already noted that women can work
outside the home and, by virtue of their income-earning, have a voice in
domestic decision-making, women are also active members of various associa-
tions, unions and organizations both exclusively for women and with mixed
membership. Some co-educational kindergartens and schools exist. Men and
women can walk together down the street and attend meetings together.

The Intifada has meant in many respects a revolution for women. Women's
issues have begun to be discussed as well as women's role in society. The
traditional relations between men and women have been gradually changing, as
is women's importance within their families, communities and the society as a
whole. For example, more and more women decide themselves on choosing hus-
bands, running households, seeking job opportunities, joining popular commit—
tees, and other forms of struggle.

This new role of women and their essential contribution to the Intifada
have been accompanied by women's increased awareness of their new status and
the wish to strengthen the participation in political decision-making both
during the Intifada and in the future independent State. The ten percent
participation of women in the Palestine National Council does not reflect -
according to some women — their real contribution to and companionship in the

struggle and has to be increased.
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III. CONCLUSIONS
On the basis of its findings the mission reached the following conclusions:

In the long run, the basic improvement of the living conditions of the
Palestinian women, their advancement, full equality and self-reliance can only
be achieved by an end to the occupation. Until then and taking into con-
sideration the present difficult and dangerous circumstances, some measures
can be suggested as short-term, partial solutions to some problems.

~ With regard to the legal aspects, there should be strict observance of
relevant international legal norms, especially the application of international
legal standards on armed conflict to protect women and children, such as the
Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of
War of 12 August 1949;

~ With regard to the living conditions of Palestinian people the occupying
power should stop collective punishment measures such as curfews, cuts of water
supplies, electricity, demolishing of houses, closure of schools and hospitals,
as those measures are particularly harmful to the Palestinian women and
children.

Concerning women's self-reliance the following can be recommended:
- Israeli authorities should allow women's production centers to reopen;

-  Governmental, non-governmental and intergovernmental organizationms,
including the United Nations system, should encourage and assist in existing
income generating activities for Palestinian women, and in the creation of new
jobs, whenever possible;

- Palestinian women should be assisted to create a women's centre that would
provide possibilities for child care, education, discussion, cultural activi-
ties women's solidarity and some production. Such a centre could serve as a
model for creation of similar institutions in other places, including refugee
camps;

- Palestinian women should be encouraged to take part, whenever possible, in
seminars and training workshops on equality rights, political participation
and decision-making.

Palestinian women are part of what can only be termed a tragedy, but one
which can and must be ended. It is a situation where people who were good,
and still have the capacity for goodness, commit acts that violate the most
elementary principles of humanity. It is reflected in the fact that young
children are brought up in hatred and the need to participate in the strife,
even . being considered herces and martyrs. It is also reflected in the fact
that soldiers of the occupation, who are also young, kill and wound children
and women and engage in other extreme behaviour. The mental stability of both
occupied and occupier is endangered by this situation and it seems particularly
important now, at a moment when humanity is celebrating the elimination of
walls separating peoples elsewhere, that the wall between Palestinians and
Israelis should come down as soon as possible, with a secure peace, with each
people in its own land, so that the two peoples can develop culturally and
economically, complement one another and even begin to look upon each other as
brothers and sisters.
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ANNEX II. MAIN STATISTICAL INFORMATION
POPULATION ESTIMATES, BY SEX AND AGE
WEST B ANK G A Z A S TRIP
F emal e s M a |l e s F e m al e 8 M al e s
1986 Number Percentage | Percentage Number Percentage | Percentage Number Percentage | Percentage Number Percentage | Percentage
AGE Thousand within fem. | from Total Thousand {within _males| from Total Thousand within _fem. | from_Total Thousand _ Jwithin _males| from Total
0-4 77,300 18.5 9.2 81,700 19.5 9.8 52,300 19.2 9.6 55,500 20.3 10.2
5-14 111,800 26.7 13.3 120,400 28.7 14.4 74,300 27.3 13.6 81,300 29.8 14.9
15-19 43,300 10.3 5.2 48,600 11.6 5.8 27,900 10.3 5.1 30,800 11.3 5.7
20-24 42,600 10.2 5.1 45,700 10.9 5.5 25,600 9.4 4.7 27,700 10.1 5.1
25-34 54,900 13.1 6.6 57,000 13.6 6.8 35,700 13.1 6.5 38,500 14.1 7.1
35-44 25,800 6.2 3.1 16,900 4.0 2.0 19,900 7.3 3.7 12,100 4.4 2.2
45-54 25,500 6.1 3.0 17,400 4.2 2.1 16,300 6.0 3.0 10,600 3.9 1.9
55-64 21,000 5.0 2.5 16,400 3.9 2.0 11,700 4.3 2.1 9,700 3.6 1.8
654+ 16,700 4.0 2.0 14,700 3.5 1.8 8,300 3.1 1.5 6,900 2.5 1.3
TOTAL 418,900 100.0 50.01 418,800 100.0 49.99 272,000 100.0 49.9 273,100 100.0 50.10
Grand TOTAL 837,700 545,100
Source: Statistical Abstract of Israel 1988, No. 39 (Central Bureau of Statistics, 1988), table XXVIil/3.
POPULATION ESTIMATES OF PALESTINIAN REFUGEES, BY SEX AND AGE
WEST B ANK G A Z A S TRIP
F e mal es M al e s F e m a |l e s M al e s
1989 Number Percentage | Percentage Number Percentage | Percentage Number Percentage | Percentage Number Percentage | Percentage
AGE Thousand within fem. | tfrom Total Thousand |within males) from Total Thousand within fem. | from Total Thousand |within males{ from Total
0-4 11,453 5.8 2.8 12,339 6.0 3.1 16,753 7.1 3.5 18,297 7.4 3.8
5-14 39,292 19.9 9.7 42,485 20.6 10.5 60,349 25.7 12.6 64,627 26.3 13.4
15-19 |20,307 10.3 5.0 22,066 10.7 5.5 24,834 10.6 5.2 26,966 11.0 5.6
20-24 18,515 9.4 4.6 20,331 9.8 5.0 22,302 9.5 4.6 23,813 9.7 5.0
25-34 (32,061 16.3 7.9 35,141 17.0 8.7 36,833 15.7 7.7 39,864 16.2 8.3
35-44 25,333 12.8 6.3 27,606 13.4 6.8 25,905 11.0 5.4 29,020 11.8 6.0
45-54 20,371 10.3 5.0 21,864 10.6 5.4 19,534 8.3 4.1 21,337 8.7 4.4
55-64 13,836 7.0 3.4 11,647 5.6 2.9 14,936 6.4 3.1 11,511 4.7 2.4
654+ 16,098 8.2 4.0 12,952 6.3 3.2 13,342 5.7 2.8 10,583 4.3 2.2
TOTAL 197,266 100.0 48.86 206,431 100.0 51.14 234,788 100.0 48.8 246,018 100.0 51.17
Grand TOTAL 403,697 480,806

Source: UNRWA Statistics of Palestine Refugees,

REF. WWR 730/B run date 30/11/89
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POPULATION ESTIMATES OF PALESTINIAN REFUGEES, BY SEX AND AGE

F em al es

J O R D A N

LEB A NON

M ales F emal e s M al e s
1989 Number Percentage Percentage Number Percentage Percentage Number Percentage Number Parcentage Percentage
AGE Thousand | within females | from Total Thousand within_males from_Totaf Thousand | within _females Thousand within males | from Total
0-4 26,099 5.9 2.9 27,331 5.8 3.0 10,017 6.9 3.4 10,561 7.0 3.6
5-14 90,771 20.5 9.9 96,176 20.4 10.5 31,309 21.6 10.6 33,110 22.0 11.2
15-19 51,597 11.6 5.6 55,162 11.7 6.0 14,852 10.2 5.0 15,840 10.5 5.4
20-24 48,892 11.0 5.4 53,072 11.3 5.8 15,035 10.4 5.1 15,883 10.5 5.4
25-34 71,988 16.2 7.9 80,364 17.1 8.8 25,216 17.4 8.5 26,923 17.9 9.1
35-44 50,049 11.3 5.5 55,740 11.8 6.1 15,586 10.7 5.3 16,600 11.0 5.6
45-54 42,110 9.5 4.6 49,500 10.5 5.4 12,955 8.9 4.4 14,180 9.4 4.8
55-64 27,003 6.1 3.0 24,563 5.2 2.7 8,201 5.6 2.8 7,714 5.1 2.6
654+ 34,650 7.8 3.8 28,702 6.1 3.1 12,068 8.3 4.1 9,895 6.6 3.3
TOTAL 443,159 100.0 48.50 470,610 100.0 51.50 145,239 100.0 49.1 150,703 100.0 50.92
Grend TOTAL 913,769 ) 295,942
Source: UNRWA Statistics of Palestine Refugees, REF. WWR 730/B run date 30/11/89
POPULATION ESTIMATES OF PALESTINIAN REFUGEES, BY SEX AND AGE
SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC
Females M a il es
1989 Number Percentage Percentage Number Percentage Percentage
AGE Thousand within females| from Total Thousand within males from Total
0-4 11,808 8.6 4.3 12,411 8.9 4.5
5-14 31,390 23.0 11.4 32,895 23.6 11.9
15-19 14,337 10.5 5.2 11,777 8.4 4.3
20-24 13,812 10.1 5.0 17,283 12.4 6.3
25-34 23,038 16.9 8.3 23,914 17.1 8.7
35-44 14,236 10.4 5.2 14,779 10.6 5.4
45-54 11,494 8.4 4.2 12,488 8.9 4.5
55-64 7,164 5.2 2.6 6,768 4.8 2.5
654+ 9,331 6.8 3.4 7,278 5.2 2,6
TOTAL 136,610 100.0 49.46 139,593 100.0 50.54

Grend TOTAL 276,203

Source: UNRWA Statistics of Palestine Refugees, REF. WWR 730/B run date 30/11/89
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ERROLMENT RATIO OF FEMALE REFUGEE PUPIS IN UNRWA, GOVERNMENT(a) AND
PRIVATE(a) SCHOOLS, DISTRIBUTED BY SINGLE YEAR AGE GROUP, 1987-1988

West Bank POPULATION ENROLMENT RATIO (%) * Gaza Strip | POPULATION ENROLMENT RATIO (%) *

AGE BOYS GIRLS BOYS GIRLS | BOYS | GIRLS ACE BOYS | GIRLS | BOYS | GIRLS | BoYys | cmis
8 3594 3431 2324 2044 64.7 59.6 6 6367| 5942 5629| 5185 88.4 87.3
7 4015 3634 3037 2441 75.6 67.2 7 6400] 6064 5912 5372 92.4 88.6
8 4175 3814 3116 2639 74.6 69.2 8 6522| 6077 5797) 5286 88.9 87
9 4119 3891 2913 2764 70.7 71 9 6206] 5809 5573| 5117 89.8 88.1

10 4253 3890 2855 2562 67.1 65.9 10 5861| 5403 5163] 4626 88.1 85.6

11 4255 3991 2926 2605 68.8 65.3 11 5933 5494 5175| 4620 | 87.2 84.1

12 4236 3892 2762 2439 65.2 62.7 12 5768| 5218 4903} 4177 85 80

13 4284 4031 2859 2446 66.7 60.7 13 5818) 5392 4662| 4126 80.1 76.5

14 4480 3986 2797 2270 | 62.4 56.9 14 5526| 5137 4297} 3737 | 77.8 72.7

15 4242 4028 2008 1789 47.3 44.4 15 5114] 4672 3067| 2474 60 53

18 4352 3976 1368 1388 | 31.4 34.9 16 4886| 4478 2417| 2300 | 49.5 51.4

17 4177 3848 1046 1097 25 28.5 17 4395} 4178 1922) 1940 43.7 46.4

18 4159 3755 455 453 10.9 12 18 4856| 4490 839] 826 17.3 18.4

19 3895 3610 134 115 3.4 0.2 19 4152} 3912 243} 207 5.9 5.3

TOTAL 58236 | 53777 | 30600 | 27052] 52.5 ] 50.3 TOTAL 77804172266) 55599/49993] 71.5 | 69.2

Syrian
Jordan POPULATION ENROLMENT RATIO (%) * Lebanon | POPULATION ENROLMENT RATIO (%) * | Arab Rep. POPULATION ENROLMENT RATIO (%) *

ME BOYS GIRLS BOYS GIRLS | BOYS | GRS AGE Bovs | ciris | Bovs | cwmus | eovs | GmLs AGE BOYS GIRLS BOYS GIRLS BOYS GIRLS
6 8654 8271 8069 7586 93.2 91.7 6 3429 | 3245 | 2272 1977 66.2 60.9 6 3229 3036 2903 2641 89.9 87
7 9483 8815 8343 7833 88 88.9 7 3486 | 3075 | 2232 1928 64 .| 62.7 7 3271 3098 2804 2515 85.7 81.2
] 10041 9468 8562 8054 85.3 85.1 8 3372 | 3133 | 2137 1791 63.4 57.2 8 3145 3035 2777 2722 88.3 89.7
9 10115 9590 8435 7991 83.4 83.3 9 3285 | 3082 1802 1902 54.9 61.7 9 3114 2961 2710 2464 87 83.2
10 10225 9445 8309 7676 81.3 81.3 10 2811 | 2777 1827 1765 65 63.6 10 3022 2930 2705 2553 89.5 87.1
11 9668 9167 7740 7182 | 801 78.3 11 2901 | 2804 | 1783 2031 61.5 72.4 1t 2852 2796 2671 2364 93.7 84.5
12 9827 9171 7761 6875 79 75 12 2969 | 2750 | 1905 1771 64.2 64.4 12 2780 2677 2655 2425 95.5 90.6
13 10815 { 10086 7895 7168 73 714 13 3138 | 2999 ) 1553 1603 | 49.5 53.4 13 2976 2882 2802 2301 94 .1 79.8
14 10933 | 10245 7503 6773 68.6 66.1 14 2986 | 2780 1855 1698 62.1 61 14 2867 2730 2254 1988 78.6 72.8
15 11090 | 10375 4205 4197 37.9 40.4 15 3159 | 2977 1687 1429 53.4 48 15 2988 2924 1464 1364 49 46.6
16 11015 | 10260 3094 3440 28.1 33.5 16 3218 | 2955 | 1173 978 36.4 33.1 16 3008 2896 1155 1122 38.4 38.7
17 11114 | 10332 2536 2761 22.8 26.7 17 3099 | 2903 870 676 28.1 23.3 17 2844 2845 919 914 32.3 32.1
18 10976 9930 1118 1150 10.2 11.6 18 3196 | 3019 348 263 10.9 8.7 18 2871 2757 396 386 13.8 14
19 10131 9479 324 286 3.2 3 18 3275 3056 95 54 3.1 1.8 19 2825 2730 116 96 4.1 3.5

TOTAL _|144087/134634]| 83894 [ 78672 58.2 | 58.7 TOTAL 44324{41555| 21539 |19866] 48.6 | 47.8 | TOTAL (41792 40297 | 28331| 25855| 67.8 64.1

*: Ratio of enrolment of pupils to the total number of population of each age group.

Source: UNRWA Department of Education Statistical Year book 1987-88, Table 9.
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HEADS OF FAMILIES, BY SEX, 1989.

Syrian Arab
SEX/REGION West Bank Gaza Strip Jordan Lebanon Republic TOTAL
Males 58728 84932 102145 52755 44619 343179
Females 33291 17796 22731 14846 12987 101651
TOTAL 92019 102728 124876 67601 57606 444830
% of female
heads of family 36.2 - 17.3 18.2 22.0 22.5 22.9
Source: UNRWA Statistics of Palestine Refugees, REF. WWR 760/A /1989
HOUSEHOLDS, BY SIZE, HOUSING DENSITY, AND SI2E OF DWELLING, 1987
West Bank Gaza Strip
PERSONS IN HOUSEHOLDS 1987 1987
1 4.5 3
2 8.1 8.4
3 7.8 9.4
4 9.4 10.3 NUMBER AND DISTRIBUTION OF "SPECIAL HARDSHIP CASES " * ( As at 30 June 1989)
5 10.9 10.5
6 11.5 11.6 Number Receiving Not a) % of refugee
7+ 47.8 46.8 Field of families rations receiving rations Total population
ROOMS IN DWELLING
1 11 17.6 West Bank 5841 21854 2353 24207 6.1
2 29.3 28
3 29.4 26.4 Gaza Strip 9052 39942 1959 41901 8.6
4 20 17.3
S+ 10.3 10.7 Lebanon 8157 31348 371 31719 10.8
PERSONS PER ROOM
less than 1 7.3 5.2 Syrian Arab 4011 13004 1240 14244 5.2
1 10.3 7 Republic
1.1-1.9 20.4 18
2-2.9 29.1 32.1 Jordan 6186 27237 2535 29772 3.3
3-3.9 17.3 19.5
4-4.9 8 9.6 TOTAL 33247 133385 8458 141843 6.1
5-5.9 3.8 4.3 a): includes children under 1 year of age, men serving compulsory military service
+ 3.8 4.3 or imprisoned, students studying away from home etc.
Average No. of persons per] 6.51 6.5
household {incl.singles) *: Families with no male between the ages of of 18 and 55 years in the househoid,

or with one who is incapable, for medical reasons, of eaming a living.
Source: Statistical Abstract of Israel 1988, No. 39

(Central Bureau of Stafistics, 1988), Table XXVIV15, Source: Official Records of the General Assembly, Forty fourth Session, Supplement No. 13, (A44/13) Table 3.
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WEST BANK

POPULATION AGED 14 AND OVER, BY YEARS OF SCHOOLING, AGE AND SEX.

YEARS OF SCHOOLING

GAZA STRIP

Percentage

SEX and AGE 13+ 9to12] 7to8 1tob 0 Thousands
MALES
1970 1.4 21.3 14.7 34.8 27.8 153.7
1975 8.6 26.0 14.7 30.5 20.2 177.2
1980 11.0 30.9 156.1 28.8 14.2 193.3
1985 13.7 32.5 16.2 24.2 13.4 2151
1986 14.2 32.9 16.8 23.9 12.2 222.9
TOTAL 1987* 13.9 34.2 14,7 24.8 12.4 221.3
15-17 0.4 62.2 22.6 14 .1 0.7 27.0
18-24 20.6 46.0 15.9 16.1 1.4 66.6
25-34 21.3 33.1 17.9 25.2 2.5 61.3
35-44 12.7 27.7 13.9 36.4 9.3 17.2
45-54 6.5 11.8 7.5 44 1 30.1 18.5
55-64 1.8 4.9 4.9 43.6 44 .8 16.3
65+ 0.7 1.4 2.1 23.1 72.7 14.4
FEMALES
1970 0.5 8.8 6.7 18.9 65.1 169.2
1975 2.3 13.9 9.5 21.5 52.8 189.7
1980 3.9 19.0 10.5 24.8 41.8 207.7
1985 6.6 22.2 11.9 23.0 36.3 228.7
1986 7.1 22.8 12.2 23.7 34.2 236.7
TOTAL 1987* 6.8 24.4 10.5 23.7 34.6 234.5
15-17 0.4 55.2 21.0 21.0 2.4 25.1
18-24 14.2 39.6 14.3 26.1 5.8 60.6
25-34 10.0 24.3 12.8 36.8 16.1 58.3
35-44 3.8 12.7 6.7 28.5 48.3 26.8
45-54 1.2 5.0 2.7 13.1 78.0 25.7
55-64 - 0.9 2.3 6.9 89.9 21.8
65+ -~ 1.2 1.2 3.8 93.8 16.2

YEARS OF SCHOOLING |
Percentage
SEX and AGE 13+ 9to12] 7t 8 1% 6 0 Thousands
MALES
1970 0.6 31.5 9.1 24.6 34.2 90.4
1975 7.7 33.6 10.0 23.5 25.2 104.8
1980 10.6 36.6 1.5 23.9 18.4 115.8
1985 15.5 36.5 10.4 23.5 14.1 125.8
1986 16.3 37.7 10.4 22.3 13.3 138.9
TOTAL 1987* 14.6 39.8 9.3 23.3 13.0 137.0
15-17] 0.6 66.5 13.4 18.9 0.6 16.4
18-24| 20.8 44.3 11.2 22.2 1.5 41.0
25.34| 21.7 41.9 10.5 22.8 3.1 39.1
35-44| 15.6 49.2 5.5 24.2 5.5 12.8
45-54| 6.3 20.5 5.4 33.9 33.9 11.1
55-64l 2.1 4.1 3.1 30.9 59.8 9.7
65+ - 1.5 1.5 13.4 83.6 6.9
FEMALES
1970 0.4 18.4 5.6 10.3 65.3 106.4
1975 2.6 24.8 7.3 14.1 51.2 120.2
1980 3.6 29.0 10.0 16.6 40.8 126.9
1985 6.0 33.8 9.5 16.9 33.8 135.6
1986 6.4 34.9 9.5 16.9 32.3 147.7
TOTAL 1987* 6.1 37.1 8.8 17.2 30.8 145.5
15-17| 0.7 67.5 13.6 15.6 2.6 15.4
18-24] 11.8 50.8 12.1 21.1 4.2 37.9
25-34] 8.6 49.7 12.5 20.0 9.2 36.0
35-44] 5.1 28.6 6.0 22.1 38.2 19.9
45-54] 0.6 3.6 2.4 13.2 80.2 16.5
55-64 - 0.8 0.8 71 91.3 12.7
654+ - - - 1.4 98.6 7.1

*: Data refer to persons aged 15 and over.

Source: Statistical Abstract of Israel 1988, No. 39 (Central Bursau of Statistics, 1988) table XXVIl/46.
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DISTRIBUTION OF REFUGEE PUPILS IN UNRWA SCHOOLS a) (As of 15 October 1988)

Number of pupils in elementary classes &) Number of pupiis in preparatory classes c) Total number
Fleld No. of schools | No. of teachers boys girls Total boys __girls Total of pupils
WEST BANK b) 98 1340 12696 15225 27921 5207 6147 11354 39275
GAZA STRIP 147 2619 33735 31743 65478 13569 12175 25744 91222
LEBANON 76 1183 11385 11315 22700 5039 5087 10126 32826
SYRIAN ARAB 110 1557 19123 17917 37040 8576 7762 16338 53378
REPUBLIC
JORDAN 197 3736 47505 46026 93531 21115 19789 40904 134435
TOTAL 628 10435 124444 122226 246670 53506 50960 104466 351136

a): Excluding 110339 refugee pupils attending government and private schools

b): S0 out of 98 schools in the West Bank were closed under Israeli military orders for almost ail of the 1988-1989 school year, and so 36592 pupils were thus deprived of education

¢): induding all non-eligible children attending UNRWA schools, who now number 55790.
Of those, 18428 are in the Gaza Strip, where all refugee children are regarded as eligible for education services.

In addition, 2502 pupils in Lebanon have been accepted in Agency schools owing to the situation prevailing in the country.

Source: Official Records of the General Assembly, Forty fourth Session, Supplement No. 13 (A/44/13), Table 5.
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EMPLOYED PERSONS AND EMPLOYEES, BY OCCUPATION AND SEX.

Other professional,

Skilled workers
in industry, mining

Other workars in
industry, transport,

WEST BANK Scientific & technical & Administrators Clerical & Sales Service | Agricultural | building, transport |building & unskilled| TOTAL
YEAR TOTAUThousand | academic workers| related workers & managers | related workers | workers | workers workers |& other skilled workers workers %
all employed persons{1986 167000 2.7 5.9 1.1 2.7 10 6.9 23.2 25.4 22 99.90
1987 177600 2.4 5.6 1.1 2.5 10.1 8 20.6 27.2 22.5 100.00
Thereof: Males 19886 143700 2.0 3.3 1.1 1 9.6 6.3 15.7 24.2 21.9 86.0
1987 156200 1.9 3.3 1.1 1.9 9.7 7.3 14.8 25.7 22.3 88.0
Thereof: Females |1986 23300 0.7 2.6 0.0 0.6 0.4 0.6 7.5 1.2 0.1 13.85
1987 21400 0.5 2.3 0.0 0.6 0.4 0.7 5.8 1.5 0.2 12.05
all employees 1986 99800 3.7 9.5 0.2 4 2.3 9.5 7.8 28.6 34.4 100.00
1987 111100 3.3 8.8 0.4 3.5 2.4 10.6 8.4 28.7 34.1 100.00
Thereof: Males 19886 89600 2.7 5.2 0.2 3.0 2.2 8.6 6.9 27.0 34.1 90.0
1987 101100 2.5 4.8 0.4 2.7 2.4 9.7 7.6 27.0 33.9 91.0
Thereof: Females |[1986 10000 1.0 4.3 0.0 1.0 0.1 0.9 0.9 1.6 0.3 10.02
1987 10000 0.8 3.8 0.0 0.8 0.0 0.9 0.8 1.7 0.2 9.00
Skilled workers Other workers in
Other professional, in industry, mining [industry, transport,
GAZA STRIP Sclentific & technical & Administrators Clerical & Sales Service | Agricultural{ building, transport |building & unskilled| TOTAL
YEAR TOTAUThousand | academic workers{ rolated workers & managers | related workers | workers | workers workers |& other skilled workers workers %
ali employed persons|1986 94200 1.3 5.9 1.4 2.4 10.7 8.2 18.9 30.7 20.4 99.9
1987 100200 1.8 5.9 1.3 2.2 11.4 8.5 18.1 31.7 19.1 100
Thereof: Males 1986 90200 1.1 3.6 1.2 2.2 10.6 8.0 18.6 30.0 20.3 95.8
1987 96000 1.6 3.4 1.3 2.1 11.0 8.4 17.7 31.2 19.1 95.9
Thereof: Females |1986 4000 0.2 2.3 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.7 0.1 4.1
1987 4200 0.3 2.5 0.0 0.1 0.4 0.1 0.4 0.5 0.0 4.2
all employees 1986 64300 1.4 8.2 - 3.3 1.1 10.6 17.2 30.3 28 100.1
. 1987 66900 2.2 8.2 - 3.1 1.7 10.9 16.1 31.4 26.5 100.1
Thereof: Males 1986 61200 1.2 4.9 - 2.8 1.0 10.5 16.8 29.9 27.9 95.1
1987 83600 1.8 4.8 - 2.7 1.7 10.7 16.9 31.0 26.5 956.1
Thereof: Females [1986 3100 0.2 3.3 - 0.5 0.1 0.1 0.4 0.4 0.1 5.0
1987 3300 0.4 3.4 - 0.4 0.0 0.2 0.2 0.4 0.0 5.0

Source: Statistical Abstract of Israsl 1988, No.39 (Central Bureau of Statistics,1988), table XXVII/25.
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Employed Palestinian population by economic sector and sex (in thousands)

WEST BARNK 1970 19758 19809 198686
Economic sector Females Males  [% of wom. by field | Females Males 1% of wom. by field | Females Males % of wom. by field Females Males  |% of wom. by fiekd
Agriculture, Forestry

and Fishing 11 34 24.4 14.5 21.8 38.9 16.3 19 46.2 12.7 25.9 32.8
Industry (Mining and

Manufacturing) 4.1 12.4 24.8 3.3 18.7 15.0 2.5 20.3 11.0 2.4 24.8 8.8
Construction Building

and Public Work 3.7 131 22.0 0.1 29.9 0.3 0 30.5 0.0 0.2 40.8 0.5
Commerce, Restaurants

& Hotels 0.7 12.1 5.5 0.6 15.1 3.8 0.8 16.4 4.7 0.8 22.2 3.5
Transport, Storage and

Communication 0.6 4.1 14.6 0 6 0.0 0.1 5.9 1.7 0 8.1 0.0
Public and Community

Services 6 8.6 41.1 4.8 12.8 27.3 5.1 12.8 28.5 6.5 14.7 30.7
Other Sectors 0.3 3.8 7.1 0.6 4.3 12.2 0.4 4.7 7.8 0.4 7.5 5.1
TOTAL 25.4 88.2 23.0 23.9 108.6 18.0 25.2 109.6 8.7 23 144 13.8
GAZA STRIP 1870 1975 1880 1986
[Economic sector Females Males 1% of wom. by field | Females | Males |% of wom. by field | Females | Males ]% of wom. by field Females Males 1% of wom. by field
Agriculture, Forestry

and Fishing 2.8 16.6 13.5 0.9 16.5 5.2 0.7 14.4 4.6 0.7 17.4 3.8
{industry (Mining and

Manufacturing) 1.2 5.7 17.4 1 9.3 9.7 1.4 144 8.9 0.7 15.7 4.3
Construction Building

and Public Work 2.1 5.2 28.8 0.1 16 0.6 0 18.7 0.0 0 23.6 0.0
Commerce, Restaurants

& Hotels 0 9.5 0.0 0.4 9.8 3.9 0.2 114 1.8 0.2 13.2 1.5
Transport, Storage and

Communication 0 3.5 0.0 0 5.3 0.0 0.1 5.2 1.8 0 4.8 0.0
Public and Community

Services 2.8 6.2 31.1 2.3 7.3 24.0 2.5 8 23.8 2.4 9.6 20.0
Other Sectors 0.6 2.8 17.6 0.2 3.5 5.4 0 4 0.0 0.2 5.6 3.4
TOTAL 8.3 49.5 15.8 4.9 67.7 6.7 4.9 75.8 6.1 4.2 89.9 4.5

Source: 8. ROY paper, tables 2.17 & 2,18/ PLO, Industrial Statistical Bulletin for the West Bank and Gaza Strip 1988, (Damascus: Central of B Statisti

m

Department, 1988)
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Percent of Palestinlan women of total employment in selected
economic sectors in the West Bank.
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NUMBER OF CASUALTIES, BY SEX, from the beginning of the Intifada until 7 December 1989

SEX Number Percentage
Females 95 10.0
Males 851 90.0
Total 946 100

Source: Table 6, p. 5, Palestinian Statistical Abstract presented to delegation, Amman, December 1989
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1. This note has been prepared in pursuance of Economic and Social Council
resolution 1990/11. 1In this resolution, the Council requested the Secretary-
General '"to ensure that the experts continue to monitor and investigate further
the situation of Palestinian women and children inside and outside the occupied
Palestinian territories, and to ensure that their report is submitted to the
Commission on the Status of Women at its thirty-fifth session".

2. In the same resolution, the Council requested the Secretary—-General to
monitor the implementation of the recommendations contained in the report of
the mission of experts (E/CN.6/1990/10) to Jordan and the Syrian Arab Republic
in 1989, and to report to the Commission at its thirty-fifth session '"on the
implementation of the recommendations and conclusions contained in the report
of the mission of experts, taking into consideration all available information,
including reports of the United Nations, its specialized agencies and its
expert missions, reports of meetings, as appropriate, and information from
Governments and non-governmental organizations'.

3. In a note verbale of 7 August 1990, the Secretary-General, in view of the
new request that the mission monitor and further investigate the situation,
requested the Government of Israel to provide confirmation of its "support for
the visit of the mission in order to proceed with the necessary administrative
arrangements''.

4. The Government of Israel, through its Permanent Representative to the
United Nations (Viemna), replied on 13 November 1990 as follows:

"The Permanent Representative of Israel would like to emphasize
the fact that the above-mentioned resolution contains already conclu-
sions concerning the situation in the territories which makes -~ in
the opinion of Israel — an additional investigation by a mission com-
pletely unnecessary. However, the Government of Israel will recon-
sider its position concerning the support of a fact-finding mission
if such a request of support will not be part of a resolution with a
conclusive condemnation nature."

The mission could not, therefore, be sent to the occupied Palestinian terri-
tories.

5. A recommendation made by the 1989 mission and reflected in Council resolu-
tion 1990/11, was that "Palestinian women be assisted in the creation of a
women's centre that would provide possibilities for child care, educational
discussion, cultural activities, women's solidarity and small-scale produc-
tion". Information on the situation of women's centres, provided by the
United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East
is annexed to the present note.
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Annex

RELIEF AND SOCIAL SERVICE PROGRAMMES FOR PALESTINE REFUGEE WOMEN
IN THE OCCUPIED TERRITORIES

Introduction

6. In 1948, nearly three quarters of a million Arabs became refugees during
the disturbances before and after the creation of the State of Israel in the
former British mandate territory of Palestine. The refugees fled to eastern
Palestine, now better known as the West Bank (of the river Jordan); and to
Gaza, subsequently administered by Egypt until 1967; others to Jordan, Lebanon
and the Syrian Arab Republicj some even further afield. Following the 1967
war, refugees again fled from the affected areas, and the West Bank and Gaza
were occupied by Israel.

7. Emergency assistance was provided promptly by international voluntary
agencies supported by funds channelled through the United Nations Relief for
Palestine Refugees (UNRPR). Then, as hopes for the immediate return of refu-
gees to their homes faded, the General Assembly, by resolution 302 (IV) of

8 December 1949, set up the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for
Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) as a temporary organization and
successor to UNRPR. UNRWA began operations on 1 May 1950.

8. By 31 December 1990, there were almost 2.5 million Palestinian refugees
registered with UNRWA. Some 856,200 (34.71 per cent) of these registered
refugees live in 61 refugee camps in the West Bank, Gaza, Lebanon, Jordan and
the Syrian Arab Republic. The majority of the refugee population lives in
cities, towns and villages together with other Palestinians or host country

nationals.

9. UNRWA provides humanitarian support and services to Palestinian refugees

in the sectors of health, education, direct relief, social services and general
assistance. A Special Hardship programme is extended to those refugee house-
holds that have no male adult present who is medically fit to earn a living
and that have no other identified source of finances adequate to meet basic
needs. By the end of December 1990, the number of refugees registered as
Special Hardship Cases had reached 155,980 or 7.5 per cent of the refugees
eligible for UNRWA services. Of these 29,358 were in the West Bank and 47,642

were in Gaza.

A. Palestinian refugee women

10. Women and girls account for 48.8 per cent of the Palestinian refugee popu-
lation. Half of the households receiving assistance under the Special Hardship
programme are headed by women. Women also carry heavy responsibilities in
those refugee families where husbands are invalids, disabled or imprisomed.

The intifadah in the Occupied Territories of the West Bank and Gaza, and the
armed conflicts and violence in Lebanon during the past 15 years have greatly

added to these responsibilities.

B. Programmes for Palestian refugee women

11. Palestinian refugee women have always received assistance and services
from UNRWA, benefiting directly from the health, education and relief projects
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and programmes. The annual reports of the Commissioner-General to the General
Assembly of the United Nations describe these services.

Health

12. Recognizing the vulnerability of women and children, UNRWA has focused on
preventive and community health programmes with women and children as the
major target group. The programmes and services are carried out through a
network of 104 health centres and sub-centres located in the refugee camps and
in cities, towns and villages throughout the five fields of operation of
UNRWA. Detailed information is available in the annual reports of the UNRWA
Director of Health.

Education

13. UNRWA offers basic schooling at the elementary and preparatory levels,
covering the age group 6-14 years, to all eligible Palestinian refugee
children. Of these children, 49 per cent are females.

14. UNRWA operates eight Training Centres, all of which provide vocational

and technical training. While the proportion of women attending courses in
teacher training is 53 per cent (440 out of 823 students), it is only 20 per
cent in vocational training. Efforts are being made to increase the proportion
of women attending vocational training by offering a wider range of courses
attractive to them such as computer sciences, business and office practice,

and nursing. Detailed information is available in the Statistical Yearbook of
UNRWA, Department of Education.

Relief and social services

15. Since 1989, the Relief and Social Services programme has given stronger
emphasis to refugee women as a group requiring special attention, whose needs
and priorities must be brought into the mainstream of UNRWA programmes and not
addressed as a minority or as a secondary issue. This has involved not only
developing tailored skills training and income-generation programmes for econ-
omic self-reliance, but also creating appropriate opportunities and the envir-
onment for enhancing their awareness, self-confidence, capacities and capabil-
ities, and ensuring that their perspectives and concerns are explicitly taken
into account, together with those of the man and the formal representatives of
the refugee community, in the development of plans and schemes for the benefit
of the family and the refugee community. .

16. The Relief and Social Services programme has adopted a three-pronged
objective for those activities that particularly address the needs and aspira-
tions of refugee women: to enable more disadvantaged refugee women, especially
from "Special Hardship" families, to acquire the skills and secure opportun-—
ities to earn a living; to enable such women to cope effectively with family
and social problems; and to facilitate their role in the development of their

own community.

Women's programme centres

17. The focal point of this endeavour is the multi-purpose Women's Programme
Centres (WPC). WPCs offer facilities and opportunities to women and girls to
participate in a diverse range of socio-economic activities.
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18. By request of the women themselves, these include a sewing programme, a
basic ll-month course in various techniques of hand- and machine-sewing,
pattern-making, cutting and fitting, and in the traditional embroidery for
which Palestinian women are renowned. Each course accommodates 30 trainees;
on its successful completion, they are awarded a diploma recognized by poten-—
tial employers.

19. On graduation, the trainees are able to use their newly acquired knowledge
to make clothes for themselves and their families. Some find employment as
neighbourhood seamstresses in the camp, or in workshops or factories. Others
work in centres that produce fine traditional embroidery, in old and modern
designs to suit the tastes of an expanding market both local and foreign.

20. Other courses organized at the WPCs include dress-designing and dress-
making, typewriting, flower-making, knitting and hairdressing. Sessions in
health education, first aid, environmental education, home economics, leader-
ship training, sports and cultural events are also held.

21. Literacy instruction is given to illiterate women in WPCs. The inability
to read, write and do simple arithmetical calculations limits women's roles as
. both beneficiaries and agents of development in their community. The women
‘'who are not functionally literate are very conscious of their handicap and
many of them have requested assistance. Projects to expand classes in fun-
ctional literacy and numeracy have been submitted to potential donors.

22. Group income-generation schemes among women are beginning to be developed
based at WPCs. Technical assistance, advice and facilities are made available.
Women can safely meet, plan and organize their productions, until the enter-
prise is firmly established to move to its own premises.

23. Since January 1988, in partnership with the British non-governmental
organization, Co-operation for Development, UNRWA has implemented a scheme of
loans for small-scale economic enterprises in the West Bank and Gaza. By the
end of December 1990, there were 205 projects funded by loans in both terri-
tories in the approximate amount of $US 1.5 million. Twenty of these projects
ere run by refugee women themselves, and included micro-knitting, food-
processing, children's clothing, a beauty salon, dental laboratory, medical
laboratory and poultry farm. In most of the other projects women's labour was
critical to the functioning of the enterprise.

24. WPCs provide an important forum where community workers - social workers,
community health nurses, educators and others - can meet with the refugee
women to discuss and share common issues, perceptions and concerns, and plan
concerted action, projects and programmes.

-

/

25. Though skill training and alyfother activities were frequently disrupted
in the Occupied Territories due to curfews since the start of the intifadah
on 8 December 1987, the number of ‘women attending WPCs has significantly
increased. The need for women to get the necessary training to work and earn
money has increased greatly with so many husbands and fathers unable to con-
tribute regularly to the family. Moreover, the solidarity and mutual support
that the refugee women give each other has become ever more important in cop-
ing with the stress of living under occupation.
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26. At present there are 12 WPCs in the West Bank and 13 in Gaza. In the
latter, funds have been sought to construct a new WPC in the Khan Younis camp,
and project proposals to construct another two centres in the Beach and Rafah
camps are under negotiation with two separate donors. Funds for constructing
WPCs in Daraj, Gaza town and Jabalia camp were secured from two separate
donors but the Civil Administration in the Occupied Territories blocked the
two projects.

27. In the West Bank, a new centre funded by a non-governmental organization
opened in May 1989 in Askar camp, and the centre in Arrub was upgraded.
Another centre in Ama'ri was approved for funding by one Government and three
other project proposals to construct WPCs in Fara'a, Jalazone and Shufat camps
are under negotiation with different potential donors. '

C. Future plans

28. The main functional objectives until 1993, as stated in the Relief and
Social Services medium-term plan 1991-1993, are given below.

1. To support social workers in assisting women in Special Hardship
families to cope with family and other problems; -

(a) To conduct workshops to sensitize social workers to the
perspectives and needs of wives and mothers in relation to
family concerns;

(b) To equip social workers with information on services and
programmes which can support women.

2. To develop the health education classes conducted at the Women's
Programme Centres, in association with the Health Department;

(a) To open them to other women as well as those participating in
the sewing courses;

(b) To build up the components relating to healthy life-styles;

(c) To include a component on the prevention of disability and the
rehabilitation of the disabled.

3. To use the Women's Programme Centres as a vehicle for education in
early childhood development:

(a) Where possible, and in partnership with a non-governmental or
other organization, to associate the Women's Programme Centres
with a pre-school programme, in which the women themselves

participate;

(b) To seek the co-operation of the United Nations Children's Fund
and other interested organizations in arranging sessions in
early childhood stimulation;

(¢) 1In fields where mothers are coping with trauma in their young
children, to use the Women's Programme Centre as a place where
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problems can be discussed in a supportive group, with
professional help, and with the offered assistance.

4. To develop multi-purpose Women's Programme Centres as the focal
points in the community for UNRWA programmes with and for women, with the
active involvement of the women themselves in selecting appropriate
activities, and with UNRWA staff attached to the Centres acting as
facilitators; in particular for skill-training courses, group
income-generation projects, social and cultural activities, and meetings
with women on community issues.

5. To provide, at the Women's Programme Centres and other UNRWA centres
offering training courses for women, facilities for babies and infants
whose needs might otherwise prevent mothers from attending. ‘

6. To continue offering classes in functional literacy and numeracy for
the refugee women and adults who lack these skills.

7. To identify specific employment possibilities for disadvantaged
refugees, including women, unemployed youth and the disabled, with local
employers or through an UNRWA sponsored income-generating enterprise.

8. In direct relation to identified employment opportunities, to --
introduce other appropriate skill-training courses targeted especially on
women, unemployed youth and the disabled.
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1. By its resolution 1991/19 of 30 May 1991 entitled "Situation of and
assistance to Palestinian women', the Economic and Social Council requested
the Secretary-General to continue his investigation of the situation of
Palestinian women and children and to report to the Commission on the Status
of Women at its thirty-sixth session on the implementation of the recommend-
ations and conclusions contained in the report of the mission of experts. 1/
In the same resolution, the Council requested the Secretary-General to mon-
itor the implementation of the recommendations contained in the report of
the mission of experts to Jordan and the Syrian Arab Republic to investigate
the condition of Palestinian women and children 1/ in order to improve the
situation of Palestinian women in the occupied Palestinian territory.

2. Accordingly, plans were made to send a consultant to the region to
acquire the required information. In a note verbale of 5 August 1991, the
Secretary-General, in order to continue his investigation of the situation,
and to present to the Commission a report on the status of women in the
occupied territories, particularly in relation to education, employment,
health and decision-making, requested the Government of Israel to provide
confirmation of its "support for this consultant's visit to take place in
order to proceed with the necessary administrative measures'.

3. The Government of Israel, through its Permanent Representative to the
United Nations (Vienna), replied on 20 August 1991 as follows:

"The Permanent Representative of Israel refers to his note
dated 13 November 1990 and would like again to emphasize the fact
that the above mentioned resolution contains already conclusions
concerning the situation in the territories, which makes -~ in the
opinion of Israel - an additional investigation completely
unnecessary."

*E/CN.6/1992/1.
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4. In the absence of an appropriate means of acquiring the information
required by the resolution, the Secretary-General is not in a position to
provide a report.

Note

1/ "Review and appraisal of the implementation of the Nairobi Forward-
looking Strategies for the advancement of women: The situation of Palestinian
women in the occupied territories: Note by the Secretary-General"
(E/CN.6/1990/10, annex 1).
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INTRODUCTION

1. In its resolution 1992/16, the Economic and Social Council requested the
Secretary-General to submit to the Commission on the Status of Women at its
thirty-seventh session, using all available sources, a report on the situation
of Palestinian women and children in the occupied Palestinian territory and in
the refugee camps.

2. Reports on the subject have been submitted regularly to the Commission.
The last (E/CN.6/1990/10) was submitted to the Commission at its thirty-fourth
session and was based on the findings of a mission of experts sent by the
Secretary-General to Jordan and the Syrian Arab Republic to investigate the
condition of Palestinian women and children. That report examined the extent
to which effect had been given to the recommendations made by the Secretary-
General in preceding reports. When, however, plans were accordingly made to
send a consultant to the occupied territories, in accordance with Council
resolution 1991/19, the Government of Israel, through its Permanent Repre-
sentative to the United Nations Office at Vienna, replied on 20 August 1991
as follows: '

"The Permanent Representative of Israel refers to his note dated
13 November 1990 and would like again to emphasize the fact that the
above-mentioned resolution contains already conclusions concerning
the situation in the territories, which makes - in the opinion of
Israel ~ an additional investigation completely unnecessary." (See
E/CN.6/1992/6, para. 3.)

3. The Secretary-Gemeral, in his note to the Commission on the Status of Women
at its thirty-sixth session, stated that, in the absence of an appropriate
means of acquiring the information required by Council resolution 1991/19 of

30 May 1991, he was not in a position to provide a report (E/CN.6/1992/6,

para. 4).
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4., Given the impossibility of visiting the occupied territory, the Council
had given the Secretary-General the mandate to use all available sources in
compiling this report on the Palestinian women and children in the occupied
territory and in the refugee camps. The present report is therefore based on
the findings of various documents published by the United Nations, as well as
a number of publications from other sources. In it, the present situation of
women in the critical areas of family life, economy and employment, education
and health, with special attention to psychological well-being, is described.
Political matters, as such, do not fall within the competence of the report.
It is recognized, however, that the lives of Palestinian women in the occupied
territory are profoundly affected by the complex political situation in the
region. It is further recognized that all women are affected by the political
consequences of the occupation.

I. SITUATION WITH RESPECT TO GENERAL LIVING CONDITIONS

5. It should be noted that the situation of Palestinian women in the occupied
territory remains characterized by the state of military occupation, which has
lasted now for twenty-six years. The tense situation, which has been height-
ened by the popular uprising (intifadah), now in its sixth year, has been
further aggravated as a consequence of the establishment of Israeli settle-—
ments in the occupied territory and the massive and rapid extension of these
settlements,

6. The lack of coordination between positive developments at the diplomatic
level and the rigid pattern of Israeli occupation policies, which affect the
daily life of Palestinians living in the occupied territory, has further con-
tributed to heightening the temnsion. 1/

7. According to the information available, in the period between

9 December 1987 (commonly accepted as the day of the outbreak of the intifadah)
and 30 September 1992, 75,225 Palestinians had been injured. A total of 17,080
of those injured - representing 22.7 per cent of the total - were women,
Nearly all those injuries were caused by bullet wounds, beatings or the effects
of tear—gas inhalation. Out of the 1,131 Palestinians killed during the same
period in incidents involving the Israeli security forces, 82 were women (55 in
the West Bank and 27 in Gaza), which represents 7.2 per cent of the total
casualtieg.%

8. Along with the Palestinian men, many women were administratively detained
without being charged during the intifadah, while many others were subjected
to torture and various forms of harassment while in prison. Incidents have
also been recorded of pregnant women being denied medical care. 2/

9. The imprisonment of women is generally considered unacceptable in the
traditional societies of the region. Moreover, in traditional Palestinian
society, women remain totally responsible for the care of children, as well
as for the private sphere of the home. The imprisonment of women is there-
fore more distressful to the family than the imprisonment of its male members.

*The figures for fatalities do not include killings of alleged
collaborators (United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees
in the Near East (UNRWA), October 1992).
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10. The situation of Palestinian children in the occupied territory has
deteriorated considerably in recent years. According to the data available
from the beginning of the intifadah to the end of September 1992, a total of
26,527 children under the age of 15 ~ representing 35.2 per cent of the total
injuried - were injured in clashes involving the Israeli security forces. A
total of 180 children under the age of 15 - representing nearly 16 per cent of
the total - were among those killed in clashes between Palestinians and Israeli
security forces.®* According to several reports, detainees, including women and
minors, have continued to be subjected to various forms of ill-treatment, both
physical and psychological. 3/

11. Moreover, children in the occupied territory are exposed to severe psycho-
logical stress: they live under the constant threat of violence, are often
separated from one of their parents because that parent has been deported or
imprisoned, they may be witnesses to the forced deportation of parents and
relatives, as well as to the beating and arrest of family members, and they
suffer from the prolonged curfews and closure of their schools.

12. The exercise of family rights and customs has also been impeded by family
reunification laws that have led to the deportation of husband or wife and
children and denial of their right to return on a permanent basis, and in some
cases, denial of registration for the children. Although the family reunifica-
tion laws do not discriminate against women per se, they are detrimental to
family life, and particularly to the lives of the children of marriages
affected by these laws, who are denied registration in the occupied territory.

13. An analysis of population data over a number of years shows that the male-
to-female ratio has been increasing since the occupation, particularly in
recent years. The number of males for every 1,000 females increased from 985
in 1967 to 1,014 in 1989. This increase is mainly due to the growth in the
male population group between 25 and 34 years of age, which rose from 9.7 per
cent of the population in 1967 to over 15 per cent in 1989. 4/ A plausible
explanation could be an increase in the return migration of adult male Pales-
tinians to the West Bank and the Gaza Strip from the other countries in the
region.

l4. In recent years there has been a further deterioration of the economy of
the occupied territory. The continuing state of military occupation makes it
impossible for an economy to function in a healthy manner. 5/ The economy of
the occupied territory remaing precarious and overdependent on that of Israel.
The security measures, including frequent curfews, travel restrictions and
other comnstraints imposed by the occupying authorities as a response to the
intifadah have had -~ and continue to have - serious repercussions for the
workers of territories. Unemployment and underemployment in the occupied
territory have reached alarming proportions. 6/ Moreover, collective punish-
ment measures such as the uprooting of trees and crops and confiscation of
land have.significantly contributed to the poor economic performance of the
occupied territory. 7/

*The figures for fatalities do not include killings of alleged
collaborators (United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees
in the Near East (UNRWA), October 1992).
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15. In the aftermath of the Persian Gulf war the territory was, in addition,
deprived of the considerable income that had been hitherto available from
remittances sent by Palestinians working in the Persian Gulf States.

16. The above factors have significantly contributed to the decline in the
living standards of Palestinian families. The latest data available indicate
that the population registered as refugees accounted for approximately one
third of the population in the West Bank and two thirds of the population in
the Gaza Strip. Out of the registered refugee population, 26.3 per cent lived
in camps in the West Bank and 55 per cent lived in camps in Gaza. 8/ The
spread of poverty has had - and continues to have - serious repercussions on
the Palestinian family (see section II below).

17. In recent years, there has been a parallel growth in the occupied ter-
ritory, particularly in Gaza, of fundamentalist movements. There is evidence
that a relationship exists between poverty and fundamentalism and that, living
in an atmosphere of constant violence and economic hardship, the Palestinians
have seen fundamentalism as an effective means of recovering their cultural
identity ~ in the narrow sense of the word - and using it to oppose the occupa-
tion. In effect, the rise of fundamentalism is a manifestation of the radical-
ization of the protests of the Palestinians against 25 years of occupation. It
is beyond dispute that the tight security measures taken by the occupying power
as a response to the intifadah have contributed to both the spread of poverty
and the restriction of movement among the Palestinians. Specific measures,
such as the prolonged closure of institutions of higher learning, have directly
led to a substantial restriction of the opportunities for women as well as cur-
tailment of their movements, which have contributed to the spread of fundament-
alism, manifested by the enhancement of the family's control over its female
members.

18. There are, however, indications that the effects of fundamentalist move-
ments on women has stabilized in the past year, owing to a number of inter-
related socio-economic factors. First, the traditional paternalistic image of
the family began to be eroded as its adult male members were subject to beat-
ings and abuse by the occupation authorities, often in front of the entire
family. Secondly, an alarmingly high rate of unemployment among the trad-
itional male breadwinners compelled the family to accept women as wage-
earners, particularly in the informal sector, in small-scale domestic enter-
prises. The reliance of the family on women's earnings has enabled these
women to gain a certain degree of self-reliance and bas led to an enhancement
of their freedom of movement. These factors have helped to mitigate the
effects of the spread of fundamentalist ideologies on women's lives. Moreover,
the reopening of the educational institutions has also contributed to the
breaking down of traditional constraints on women's mobility.

19. As things are, Palestinian women in the occupied territory are experienc-
ing considerable hardship in all spheres of life - family, education, health,
economy and employment. Out of their efforts to cope with the situation a new
role for women has emerged. The increased participation of women, particularly
in the economic sphere, has led to profound changes in the nature of their

role in society. Their society's perception of the role of women is itself in
the throes of change. Only time can tell, however, how many of these changes
will be permanent. : :
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II. GENDER RELATIONS IN THE PALESTINIAN FAMILY

20. The lack of an internationally recognized central authority in the occu-
pied territory leaves the family to bear the main responsibility of protection
and support of its individual members. As a basic unit of society, Palestinian
families in the occupied territories are profoundly influenced by the economic,
political and social changes that affect their society. These transformations
of the socio-economic fabric in turn influence the ability of the Palestinian
family to provide support to its members.

21, The Palestinian family was traditionally hierarchical, with the father as
the head figure and sole decision-maker. Women tended to occupy a relatively
lower place in the hierarchy, their contribution to the family stemming mainly
from their reproductive capacity.

22, With the Israeli occupation of the West Bank and Gaza Strip in 1967,
major changes started to take place in the patterns of social relations inside
the Palestinian family. There was a shift in the society's sense of commit-
ment from the needs of the family to the cause of the nation, which led to the
development of a new and more democratic environment in the family. Moreover,
with their loss of control over their land and water resources and marginal-—-
ization of their economy, the Palestinians developed a strong commitment to
education as the only means of ensuring a certain degree of economic security
and began to encourage their daughters as well as their sons to pursue higher
education, Education, discussed in more detail in the sections below, has
been a significant force in the liberation of women from certain traditional
constraints on mobility and segregation between the sexes.

23. Women have played a major role in the popular uprising of the Palestinians
against the Israeli occupation. In their role as the conservators of national
heritage and culture, women have helped to create the necessary social precon-
ditions for the intifadah by instilling in their children respect for their
culture and knowledge of their history. The widespread participation of women
in the intifadah side by side with men has resulted in their assumption of new
public roles and responsibilities. In addition to their roles as mothers,
wives and daughters, women have become heads of households, main income-
earners and teachers, as well as social and political activists.

24. According to the data available, among the registered refugee population
in 1992, 30.6 per cent of the families in the West Bank and 20.l1 per cent of
the families in Gaza were headed by a woman. Moreover, in 22 per cent of the
families that qualify for the '"special hardship" programme in the occupied
territory, the head of the household is a woman, usually a widow or divorcee
with dependent children. 9/ These estimates are relatively high for a region
where, according to official census figures, about 16-19 per cent of the house-
holds are headed by a woman. 10/

25. In both the region in general and in the occupied territory in particular,
however, estimates of households headed by females are, in practice, much
higher, for cultural reasons and because of the gap between the actual and
legal definitions of the 'headship" of the household. Moreover, in Middle
Eastern societies, many women deliberately conceal the fact that they are the
head of the household in an attempt to protect themselves from the law and the
customary practices of society.

26. In the occupied territory, in the majority of the other families where
the registered head is a male, the burden of ensuring survival in practice
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falls on a woman, particularly where the head of the household is imprisoned
(8.4 per cent of the "special hardship" cases) or suffers from a disabling
injury or illness (29 per cent of the cases). 11/

27. It has been noted that, after the first six months of the intifadah, which
were characterized by spontaneous popular uprisings, often involving the par-
ticipation of entire camps, villages or towns, the direct participation rate

of women began to decline. Studies on segments of the Palestinian population
by sex and age indicate, however, that the direct participation rate could be

a function of age, social background or geographical location. The responsive-
ness of men over the age of 40 to direct participation in the intifadah, for
example, was found in a study to be less than that of females, who are mostly
students below the age of 18. 12/

28. Nevertheless, in recent years changes have occurred in the socio-economic
structure that have influenced gender relations within the Palestinian family.
With the spread of poverty, the household size has increased as deteriorating
economic performance has compelled young couples to move in with their extended
families in an attempt to save money. Simultaneously, the prolonged closure
of educational institutions, particularly those of higher education, has con-
siderably curtailed the movement of women. Moreover, the presence of men and
children inside the house for longer periods owing to travel restrictions and
frequent curfews has increased the amount of housework women are expected to
perform. As a result, the family as a unit has begun to increase its author-
ity over its members, especially its female members.

29. In recent years, women have begun to marry at an earlier age. The high
fertility rate, particularly among young women, is a reflection of the general
perception that having more Palestinian children would ensure the continuity
of the nation. The tendency of young women to marry early, however, and to
have more children does not seem merely to be a cultural choice of the Pales~
tinians. Poverty correlates with lower levels of education and a higher rate
of childbirth, The measures taken by the Israeli authorities as a response to
the intifadah have contributed significantly to the spread of poverty. Living
in an atmosgphere characterized by violence, always fiercely protective of their
women's honour, the members of the family see marriage as the only '"safe"
option for their young women.

30. It is too early to say whether early marriages are the norm in Palestinian
families in the occupied territory, or whether they have been encouraged by the
family, because of the prolonged closure of schools and universities in an
atmosphere of continued violence, as an interim, "safe" option for young women.,
But the recent trend of early marriages and high fertility, if continued as an
established pattern, is bound to have serious implications for the women's
movement by imposing considerable restrictions on educational opportunities,
especially the attainment of higher education, and on the mobility of women.
There are indications, however, that the reopening of all educational institu-
tions, particularly institutions of higher education, could lead to an improve-
ment in the situation of women (see section IV below).

31. Moreover, economic necessity has increased the extended family's depend-
ence on women for financial support, since it is not possible to rely solely on
the traditional male breadwinner, who is often unemployed, has been imprisoned
or, in some cases, deported, or is suffering from a disabling injury or ill-
ness. Traditional family-based income, mostly controlled by women, has become
an indispensable source of income for the Palestinian family. Home-based
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economies, such as the cultivation of vegetable gardens and cottage industries,
have also been encouraged in Palestinian society as part of the attempt to boy-
cott goods from Israel. ‘

32. On the subject of family reunification, a particularly acute problem has
arisen in recent years in cases of marriages entered into by male residents of
the West Bank with women, mainly from Jordan, who had applied for residence and
were permitted to live in the West Bank only on short-term renewable visitors'
permits. Under a new military order introduced in 1987, if the father is a
legal resident but not the mother, then a child of the union, born in the West
Bank, cannot be registered as a resident and is denied the right to remain as

a permanent resident of the West Bank. The wives and children of these mar-
riages have little scope for legal recourse. The enforced deportations by the
Israeli military authorities of those women and their children - in 1989 total-
ling approximately 200 people, mainly women and children - created a climate of
considerable stress and uncertainty for their families. 13/

33. Although the Israeli military orders that govern family reunification
do not formally discriminate against women, they nevertheless have a serious
detrimental effect on family life and have put the women of these marriages
under considerable psychological pressure. In the traditional Palestinian
society, the wife, on marriage, is expected to move to her husband's resi-
dence, but the new order has, in effect, deprived these women of a minimum
stability in which they could live out their marriages and raise their chil-
dren. Israeli authorities continue their policy of deportation 14/ in con-
travention of article 49 of the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection
of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949, 15/

34, Almost all Palestinian families have been affected directly by measures
taken by the Israeli authorities in response to the popular uprising. Apart
from physical suffering, Palestinian families in the occupied territory have
undergone considerable psychological stress, particularly during the last five
years (see section V below). The long~term psychological impact of the con-
tinuous exposure of children to violence cannot be predicted with certainty.
It is certain, however, that this lack of a normal childhood will influence
them for the rest of their lives. During the prolonged closure of schools and
curfews, which lasted several days in a row, the children expressed their fear
and aggression inside the house. While both male and female members of the
family suffered, the women were subjected to much greater stress. They not
only had to assume additional domestic and economic responsibilities to ensure
a minimum level of subsistence for their families but also had to educate
their children in an attempt to compensate for the closed classrooms and at
the same time take care of family members who had been injured.

III. ECONOMY AND EMPLOYMENT

35. The latest data show that, in 1989, women accounted for 49.7 per cent of
the Palestinian population in the occupied territory. 16/

36. Participation by females in the labour force has been low compared with
male participation, particularly in the Gaza Strip. An analysis of employment
data over a number of years indicates, however, that the Israeli occupation
has had a negative effect on the participation rate of women in the labour
force. In the West Bank, the rate fell from its peak of 14.3 per cent in 1974
to 12 per cent in 1987, to approximately 10 per cent in 1990. Figures for the
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Gaza Strip reveal a steady decline in the female participation rate, from
6.4 per cent in 1968, to 4.6 per cent in 1974, to 4.2 per cent in 1987,
declining to less than 2 per cent in 1990, The male participation rate was
over 90 per cent in 1990. 17/

37. The Israeli occupation and the resultant economic decline had a particu-—
larly detrimental effect on female participation in the labour force in the
industrial sector. After the Israeli occupation, the percentage of female
workers in industry declined sharply, from 24.8 per cent of the West Bank
residents employed in industry in 1970 to 11 per cent in 1980 and from 8.9 per
cent in 1987 to 6.2 per cent in 1990, Similarly, in Gaza, the female labour
force in industry declined from 17.4 per cent of all residents of the Gaza
Strip employed in industry in 1970 to 8.9 per cent in 1980 and from 2.7 per
cent in 1987 to almost nothing in 1990. The industrial sector, albeit small,
is currently almost totally dominated by a male labour force. 18/

38. Although there is a cultural factor behind the low participation by
females in the labour force, particularly in the Gaza Strip, it is not in
itself a sufficient explanation. Deteriorating economic conditions and-:
demographic factors have also contributed to the relatively low female par-—
ticipation rate in the occupied territory. In conditions of rising unemploy-
ment (currently estimated at 40 per cent of the registered workforce in the
Gaza Strip, for example), women find themselves in a particularly vulnerable
position where employment is concerned. Either they lose their jobs because
they have been employed in enterprises that cannot survive the loss of pur-
chasing power in the community, or they are put under pressure to make way for
male job-seekers. Particularly during the past five years, a large number of
males have lost their jobs in Israel as a result of the additional security
measures taken by the Israeli authorities. These males have usually sought
employment in the occupied territories, reducing the opportunities open to
female labour.

39. There are indications that the traditionally weak integration of women
into the productive sectors of the economy, particularly in the industrial
sector, is in the process of change. As discussed in section IV below, there
is a growing trend for women to enrol in industry~-related vocational training
programmes, including courses in commerce, computer science and electronics.
These women, upon graduation, will have an important role to play in meeting
future labour demands in the productive sectors of an independent Palestinian
economy. It should also be recognized, however, that overall female enrolment
in vocational training and the enrolment of women in university technical
courses, such as engineering and management, remain relatively low.

40. The integration of women, particularly among the poor and refugee popula-
tion, may largely be shaped by the economic changes that have evolved as a
result of the intifadah. As the domestic economies of the occupied territory.
have declined to a subsistence level, alternative economic activities have
been created (for example home production, sharing and unofficial markets), in
which women play a key role.

41. As employees of small firms and subcontracted industries inside the
occupied territories, women are, at present, more exposed to the production
and marketing process: they are learning how to adapt their products to local
markets and are learning new skills in industries in which they have tradit-
ionally been employed, such as animal husbandry and horticulture. Through
their involvement in the domestic small-scale industries, women are, in fact,
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restructuring the domestic production base and helping to build self-reliance
in their domestic economy. These income-generating women's projects have par—
ticularly benefited from the popular boycotts of Israeli goods and the corres-—
ponding rise in demand for locally manufactured products.

42, The availability of credit facilities, albeit limited, from several inter-
national sources, has also helped the small-scale industries that are run by
women. The Palestine Women's Initiative Fund of the United Nations Relief and
Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA), which began its
operations in 1992, finances group schemes, including a pilot business centre
in Nablus to serve as a marketing and distribution centre for women's enter-
prises in the areaj; a cooperative in Aqabat Jabr, in the training phase where
women are being taught business skills to enable them to select and set up an
enterprise with potentially good economic viability; workshops at three centres
in Gaza for household maintenance; and a library run by the women of Khan Yunis
for their community. 19/ Women are also eligible for loans under the income-
generation programme, under the auspices of UNRWA.

43. Women's participation in the generation of alternative sources of income,
albeit at a subsistence level, has enabled them to gain a certain degree of
self-reliance. As mentioned above (see section I) the reliance of the extended
family on women's earnings during this time of economic hardship has resulted
in a greater degree of freedom of movement for women than would have otherwise
been possible in the presence of fundamentalism.

44, The women's commitment to enhancing their living standards is evidenced by
the sharp increase in women's programmes in the occupied territory and refugee
camps over the years (see table), where refugee camps in Jordan and the Syrian
Arab Republic account for the majority of the participants and most of the
centres. The West Bank and Gaza area accounted for 25 centres out of the
Agency-wide figure of 65, and 2,494 participants out of the Agency-wide total
of 9,143. 1In order to transform these initial and relatively modest efforts

of women to generate alternate sources of income into sustainable businessesg,
however, intensive training in management and marketing is needed, as well as
further training of the workers in technical skills. 20/

Participation in UNRWA women's programmes, 1967-1992 a/

Participation 1967 1975 1985 1988 1990 1991 1992

Number of centres 49 47 47 47 49 58 65

Number of participanfs 2 057 1 345 1450 1 516 3 526 5 818 9 143

Source: United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees
in the Near East, 1992,

a/ Agency-wide.

45. Many Palestinian initiatives could not, however, achieve their aims,
owing to the administrative obstacles placed in their way by the Israeli
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authorities. 21/ In addition to Israeli Government control over land and
water, Israeli policies include restrictions on trade and the protection of
Israeli industries, licensing and institutionalized credit.

IV. EDUCATION

46. As noted earlier, since the occupation in 1967, Palestinians have regarded
education as their only means of obtaining a certain measure of income secur-
ity. Because of the correlation of education with better employment opportuni-
ties and higher living standards, Palestinians have traditionally encouraged
their children to pursue higher education and training. Education has contri-
buted significantly to liberating women from trad1t10nal constraints on mobil-
ity and segregation of the sexes.

47. The majority (60 per cent) of the schools in the occupied territory are
managed by the Israeli authorities. Palestinian children also receive formal
education through institutions managed by UNRWA and private organizations. 22/
These institutions include kindergarten schools, elementary schools, prepar-
atory schools and post-primary schools.

48. Over the period in question, schools have been closed for long periods,
especially in the West Bank, by order of the Israeli military authorities.
While no general closure order has been issued in Gaza, pupils have still, on
average, lost approximately one third of their school days because of curfews,
military closures, general strikes and disturbances.

49. This serious disruption of education has left considerable gaps in the
knowledge of pupils at all levels, regardless of age and sex. An analysis
of achievement tests administered by UNRWA staff to assess the effect of

the interruption of education and school closure on pupils in the school
year 1991/92 revealed that all students, but particularly those in the lower
grades, were affected detrimentally., 23/

50. In recent years, there has been a steady increase in the number of female
pupils at all levels of education. These figures, however, must be compared
with regional data in order to assess accurately the gituation of women's edu-
cation in the occupied territory. In 1992, female pupils represented 49 per
cent of the total pupils enrolled in all first-level educational institutions,
covering the age range 6-14 years. 24/

51. In 1989, the percentage of females in total secondary enrolment in the
West Bank (44 per cent) was higher than that of the Arab region as a whole

(41 per cent). In Qatar, Israel and the United Arab Emirates, women accounted
for half of the total secondary school enrolment. 25/ Taking into account the
disruption of the educational system caused by the intifadah and the response
thereto of the Israeli authorities, it seems logical to infer that the female
enrolment figures would probably be higher were the general conditions in the
occupied territory more conducive to the functioning of a healthy education
system.

52, The disruption of education, especially at the higher levels, regardless
of gender, is reflected in official statistics. According to the Israeli
Statistical Abstract, 1991, in 1986, the year before the intifadah, 6.4 per
cent of the women (16.3 per cent of the men) in Gaza and 7.1 per cent of the
women (14.2 per cent of the men) in the West Bank had 13 or more years of
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schooling. In: spite of an annual population growth rate of more than 3 per
cent, the enrolment fuumbers had fallen:by 1989 to 4.9 per cent of the women
(12.5 per cent of the men) in Gaza and to 6.2 per cent of the women (12.3 per
cent of the men) in the West Bank. 26/

53. All Palestinian universities were closed officially by order of the
Israeli authorities from early 1988. The closure of the universities lasted
much longer than that of: the schools. The six universities in the occupied
territory were allowed to open by stages, starting from mid 1990.  Bir Zeit
University in: the West Bank was allowed to reopen after four and a half years
of closure, at the end of April 1992. The closure of universities and other
educational institutions for that length of time would be contrary. to
article 26, paragraph 1, of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (General
Assembly resolution 217 A (III)), in which the right of everyone to education
is affirmed.

54. The latest figures available (for 1987) indicate that 39 per cent of the
students enrolled in the West Bank universities were women. 27/ These figures
are roughly equivalent to the average female university enrolment ratio of the
Arab countries in the region, although there are many countries whose female
university enrolment ratio exceeds 50 per cent: in Kuwait and the United Arab
Emirates, for example, 65 per cent of the students enrolled at universities in
1988 were women. At 50 per cent, the female enrolment rate in Israeli univer-
sities remains higher than that of the occupied territory, but low compared
with some Arab States in the region. 27/

55. The relatively low level of female enrolment at institutions of higher
learning, including universities, in the occupied territory (compared with
Israel) is largely due to socio—-economic factors, and particularly the extent
to which the Governments are willing or able to invest in the human resources
of their peoples. In 1987, Israel's total educational expenditure was 9.2 per
cent of total government expenditure. Jordan devoted 13 per cent of its total
government expenditure to education in 1985. For Kuwait, the proportion of
government expenditure on education was 12.1 per cent, and for the Arab region
as a whole it was, on average, 6.3 per cent in 1989, 28/

56. Even before the beginning of the intifadah, Palestinian educational insti-
tutions were experiencing a number of difficulties. Material deficiencies have
always been a great problem. The quality of teaching has seriously suffered
owing to overcrowded classes, the decrepit state of the existing buildings,
inadequate library and laboratory facilities, and underpayment of teachers.

57. Overcrowding in schools has been identified as a critical problem: in
Gaza, 70 per cent and in the West Bank 46 per cent of the classes in schools
managed by UNRWA were operated in double shifts in 1991/92. The construction
of new schools is said to have been delayed by lengthy administrative proced-
ures on the part of the Israeli authorities. 29/

58. An increasing number of Palestinian women in the occupied territory have
enrolled in recent years in departments that were traditionally male-dominated.
Data indicates that, in 1989, 31 per cent of the women were enrolled in scien-
tific and technical departments at universities in the occupied territory. In
hard-core technical fields such as engineering, however, the percentage of
female enrolment was still relatively low, at 20 per cent. Against that, women
comprised 48 per-cent of the students enrolled in the arts faculties and 40 per
cent of those enrolled in education. 30/
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59. The enrolment of women in the UNRWA vocational training centres also
reflects the trend for women to study traditionally male-dominated subjects: -
during the academic year 1991/92, 43,5 per cent of the female vocational
trainees were studying subjects traditionally reserved for men, including
courses in technical and commercial subjects, electronics, computer science
and paramedical work. These women, upon completion of their training, would
qualify for jobs in architectural draughting and as quantity surveyors, as
land surveyors, mechanical engineering technicians and assistant pharmacists.
The enrolment of women in mechanical, metal, electrical and building trade-—
oriented courses, however, was still low, at 13.4 per cent. 31/

60. All institutions of higher learning in the West Bank, including training
centres, were closed by military order from early in the intifadah until the
spring of 1990. The training centres have continued to be disrupted for the
past two years - particularly during the Persian Gulf crisis - by curfews,
disturbances and strikes. Training centres in Gaza had lost 20 per cent of
teaching days during this period. 19/ 8 ' :

6l. In a general atmosphere characterized by tension and violence, the pro-
longed closure of schools has added to the feelings of insecurity and fear,
particularly among children. Not having regular schooling, children have had
to play in the streets, which has exposed them to considerable violence. In
Gaza, schools experienced major disruptions as recently as May 1992 from incur-
sions of Israeli settlers and security forces into school compounds and subse-
gquent curfews. 32/

62. During this period, women have contributed to "underground teaching" and
clandestine education. Pupils have studied in mosques and other private loca-
tions and have achieved an attendance rate of approximately 95 per cent for
both boys and girls. Most of the teaching in private locations was done by
women — mothers or volunteer teachers.

V. HEALTH AND PSYCHOLOGICAL WELL-BEING

63. Health conditions have been affected by the five years of continuous
tension in the occupied territory, particularly in terms of psychological
well-being.

64. The atmosphere of constant mourning has also added to the stresses in the
family. Many women have lost children, husbands or other close family members.
Some have been detained, while others have forfeited their property. Given
the precarious health services in the occupied territory, living with their
extended families in overcrowded rooms, women suffer from a general lack of
nutrition, health care and proper hygienic standards.

65. Inadequate sanitation, nutrition and water supply, insufficient access to
medical facilities and the high cost of medical care provided by the Israeli
authorities continue to contribute to poor health conditions in the occupied
territory. In the Gaza Strip, for example, although the population has
increased by at least 70 per cent since the occupation, the ratio of beds to
population had fallen to a level of 1.3 per 1,000 in 1989 from 2.4 per 1,000
before the occupation. 33/

66. In the Gaza Strip, salinization and the depletion of water resources by
over—drilling, including drilling done in Israel, have reached a dangerous
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level. Salinization is also a growing problem in the West Bank. The latest
figures indicate that Palestinians in the West Bank were granted access to an
average of 150 cubic metres per person, while Israeli settlers in the West Bank
received an average of 2,000 cubic metres per person. 34/

67. Pregnant women and children were badly affected by the prolonged curfew
and emergency regulations in the aftermath of the Persian Gulf crisis, when
telecommunication lines would often be interrupted or cut and special permits
had to be obtained for ambulances during curfews, leading to general delays in
transporting patients to hospitals. 35/ The curfews and worsening economic
conditions in the occupied territories have led to a substantial fall in
income, giving rise to nutritional problems, including iron-deficiency anaemia,
which particularly affects women of reproductive age and children under three
years old. 36/

68. Fertility-related factors and short intervals between births are the main
cause of the remaining infant mortality and maternal ill-health and death. 19/
The population data suggest an average rate of population growth of 3.4 per
cent over the period 1988-1990, the highest rates being registered in the Gaza
Strip. 37/ The data indicates that the population growth is mainly due to
natural increase. The reasons behind the high fertility rate, particularly
among younger women, are discussed in section II above.

69. The frustrations, the emotional deprivation and the physical and psycho-
logical humiliation, as well as the destruction of the paternal image, have

been found to cause severe psychological stress to children and adolescents. 38/
These factors have resulted in a significant increase in psychopathology, such
as personality disorders and delinquency, which, in addition to personal psycho-
logical disturbances, also have a feedback effect on the entire family, leading
to disturbances of relationships within the family. These disturbances place
additional stress on the mother, since, traditionally, it is she who is regpon-
sible for the household.

70. One form of psychopathology is the increase of physical and verbal forms
of violence in young adolescents. This is manifested by the rise in intran-
gigence among children and young adolescents accompanied by symptoms of psycho-
pathology, such as depression, loss of sleep, loss of appetite and loss of
concentration. Few children have escaped physical or psychological abuse by
Israeli soldiers. Their fear of being abused by Israeli soldiers were reflected
in the results of a study conducted in 1990 in the occupied territory, which
indicates that nearly half of the Palestinian children sampled were terrified
of Israeli soldiers, and more than one fourth said that they were afraid to
leave the house. Boys seem to be relatively more prone to aggressive
behaviour than girls. 39/

71. The United Nations and international non-governmental organizations are
attempting to deal with the issue of mental health care in the occupied ter-
ritories. A joint WHO/UNRWA Mental Health Programme, for example, was begun
in May 1991 in the West Bank. In resolution WHA 45.26, entitled "Health con-
ditions of the Arab population in the occupied Arab territories, including
Palestine", adopted by the forty-fifth World Health Assembly on 14 May 1992,
deep concern was expressed at the Israeli refusal to permit the Special Com-
mittee of Experts to visit the occupied territories.
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and Gaza', World Health Organization short-term consultancy report,

30 April-20 May 1989, chap. 5, para. 5.2.

34/ Life of the Palestinians under Israeli Occupation (United Nations
Secretariat, Department of Public Informatiom, July 1992), p. 17.

35/ United States of America, Department of State, "Country report on
human rights practices for 1991", submitted to the Committee on Foreign
Affairs, House of Representatives, and the Committee on Foreign Relations,
United States Senate (Washington, D.C., Government Printing Office, 1992),

p. 14403 and Robert Giel and others, "Needs assessment in respect of emergency
medical care in UNRWA clinics and non-governmental hospitals in the West Bank
and Gaza'", World Health Organization short-term consultancy report, 30
April-20 May 1989.

36/ Life of the Palestinians under Israeli Occupation (United Natioms,
Department of Public Information, July 1992), p. 29.

37/ 1Ibid., p. 23.

38/ Ahmad M. Baker, '"The psychological impact of the intifada on
Palestinian children in the occupied West Bank and Gaza: an exploratory
study", paper presented at the 1990 annual meeting of the American Ortho-
psychiatric Association, Miami Beach, Florida (American Orthopsychiatric
Association, Inc., 1990); and United Nations Relief and Works Agency for
Palestine Refugees in the Near East, '"Annual report of the Director of
Health, 1991", pp. 67-68.

39/ Ahmad M. Baker, ''The psychological impact of the intifada on
Palestinian children in the occupied West Bank and Gaza: an exploratory
study", paper presented at the 1990 annual meeting of the American Ortho-
psychiatric Association, Miami Beach, Florida (American Orthopsychiatric
Association, Inc., 1990), pp. 4-6.
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INTRODUCTION

1. In its resolution 1993/15, the Economic and Social Council requested the
Secretary-General to submit to the Commission on the Status of Women at its
thirty-eighth session a report on the implementation of the resolution,

containing recommendations and a programme of action aimed at improving the
condition of Palestinian women under Israeli occupation. The report should use
all available sources of information, including missions of experts to the
occupied territory.

2. Reports on the subject had been submitted regularly to the Commission, most
recently at its thirty-seventh session, based on findings of various documents
published by the United Nations and a number of publications from other sources.
In 1989, a fact-finding mission had examined the situation of Palestinian women
living outside the occupied territory and had interviewed women from the

occupied territory. In 1993, missions of experts to the occupied Palestinian
territory as requested in Council resolution 1993/15, could not take place in

view of the changing political situation.

3. It has consistently been emphasized that, in preparing reports on
Palestinian women and children for the Commission on the Status of Women,
political matters were considered to fall outside the competence of the report.
There has been general recognition, however, that the lives of Palestinian women
in the occupied Palestinian territory are conditioned by the complex political
reality in the region. The status of women of all ages had been profoundly
affected by the political consequences of the occupation. Like previous reports
submitted to the Commission on the Status of Women, the present report describes
the situation of women in the critical areas of family life, economy and
employment, education and health, with special attention to psychological
well-being.

4, The report is based on various recent documents published by the United
Nations and other sources, most of which do not yet take into account recent
political developments. An effort has been made to seek out information about
how the situation of women and children has evolved since September 1993. It
should be noted that, despite the considerable documentation published on the
Palestinian conflict, there is a lack of reliable statistics on the status of
women, health, housing conditions, labour force participation, household
composition and education. For example, population data on the occupied
Palestinian territory are based on a census conducted in 1967 that has been
updated annually. The figures may well underestimate the population by

10-15 per cent because of underreporting at the time of the census and
underestimation of births and infant deaths. To obtain additional information,
the present report has drawn on sample surveys which have been conducted
recently in the occupied Palestinian territory.

5. The signing of the Declaration of Principles on Interim Self-Government
Arrangements by the Governments of Israel and the Palestine Liberation
Organization in September 1993 (A/48/486-S/26560, annex) has transformed the
political perspective of the region and has affected the future situation of
women and children in the occupied territory. As repeatedly stated by the
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General Assembly, the question of Palestine was at the core of the Middle East
conflict, and peace in the region should be based on a comprehensive, just and
lasting solution, under United Nations auspices. The peace process would of
course have an impact on all the women in the region. During the period in
which the present report was prepared, the details of the Declaration of
Principles, in particular the specific understandings and agreements set out in
the Agreed Minutes, were still being negotiated. There has been a rush to
define strategies for economic development during the interim period and
afterwards by all partners concerned, including bilateral and multilateral

donors.

6. In this context of rapid political change, the concern of the Commission on
the Status of Women about the situation of Palestinian women and children may be
entering a new phase. The forthcoming establishment, for a transitional period,

of a Palestinian interim self-government authority and elected council for the
Palestinian people in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip implies a shift of focus.

In addition to monitoring the living conditions of Palestinian women and

children, the authority will emphasize the enhancement of women’s participation

in the elaboration of a permanent settlement of the conflict and the integration

of a gender perspective in all areas of legislation, infrastructure, human

resource and economic development.

7. The rapidity of events has made it impossible for the present report to
contain the requested recommendations and programme of action. They will have
to await the outcome of the political developments that are now occurring.

8. This change of focus is taking place at a moment when the attention of the
Commission on the Status of Women is drawn to preparations for the Fourth World
Conference on Women (Beijing, 1995) and the second review and appraisal of the
Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies. At the World Conference to Review and
Appraise the Achievements of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace (Nairobi, 1985), the issue of Palestinian women and
children was a main area of concern under the rubric "peace", as reflected in
paragraph 260 of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies:

"For more than three decades, Palestinian women had faced difficult living
conditions in camps and outside, struggling for the survival of their

families and the survival of the Palestinian people who were deprived of
their ancestral lands and denies the inalienable rights to return to their
homes and property, their right to self-determination, national independence
and sovereignty. ... The special and immediate needs of Palestinian women
and children should be identified and appropriate provisions made. United
Nations projects should be initiated to help women in the fields of health,
education, and vocational training. Their living conditions inside and
outside the occupied territory should be studied by the appropriate United
Nations units and agencies, assisted, as appropriate, by specialized
research institutions from various regions." 1 _
9. In light of the recent political developments, monitoring the

implementation of paragraph 260 of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies has
gained new momentum. The second review and appraisal of the Forward-looking
Strategies should acknowledge the progress achieved and identify the remaining
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obstacles. In the preparation of the report on the review and appraisal for
presentation at the Fourth World Conference, all changes that have affected the
situation of Palestinian women and children will have to be carefully

investigated and taken into account. This will certainly be a concern of the
Western Asia Regional Preparatory Conference, which will be convened in Amman
from 6 to 10 November 1994.

. THE SITUATION OF PALESTINIAN WOMEN WITH RESPECT TO
GENERAL LIVING CONDITIONS

10. According to the information available, the situation of Palestinian women
in the occupied territory is still characterized by the state of military

occupation. In the period under investigation, living conditions drastically
worsened - in particular during the first half of 1993. Despite the positive
developments and increased hope for peace after the signing of the Declaration
of Principles on Interim Self-Government Arrangements, no substantive or
immediate improvement of living conditions could be reported.

11. The continuation of the occupation, buttressed by armed force, affected
Palestinian society and its livelihood and resulted in serious human rights
violations. In fact, during 1993 the number of total fatalities and injuries,
particularly among children, was significantly higher than during the preceding
period. The United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in
the Near East (UNRWA) reported that security forces were responsible for the
death of 80 Palestinians from the West Bank, including 8 children and

120 persons from the Gaza Strip, among them 28 children. 2 _/ Since the beginning
of the intifadah the total number of Palestinian casualties by shooting, beating
or tear gas had risen to 1,240 by August 1993, and the total number injured to
an estimated 130,000. Approximately one fourth of the fatalities continued to

be children under 16 years. 3 _/ Palestinian women had similarly experienced
violence and maltreatment caused by the situation of unrest and armed conflict.

In Gaza, 722 women reported serious injuries and had to undergo medical
treatment, as did 108 women in the West Bank. Eight of 48 women prisoners
suffering from injuries and maltreatment were said to have been denied adequate
medical treatment. During the reporting period, a total of nine Palestinian

females were reported to have been killed as a result of direct or indirect

actions of the Israeli security forces and settlers, among them three

schoolgirls aged below 13 years and one 4-year-old girl.

12. Women and their families had been increasingly harassed - in particular
when persons declared as "wanted" had been pursued. Military assaults were
carried out massively against the homes of fugitives in February and April 1993
in the Gaza Strip, rendering hundreds of Palestinians homeless. Since the
beginning of the intifadah , over 2,400 homes had been demolished or sealed. 4 |
Women and their children were especially affected by measures of collective
punishment. The Israeli-ordered closure of the Gaza Strip on 30 March and the
West Bank on 31 March 1993 had a serious impact on the daily life and overall
economic conditions of Palestinians, because it divided the occupied territory

into four isolated regions. Special permits were required for entry into

Jerusalem and lIsrael and travel between the West Bank and Gaza and within the
West Bank itself. This had a negative effect on commerce, medical care,
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education and access to services, including those provided by UNRWA, and it

caused unemployment to rise to over 50 per cent. 5 _/ Gaining access to medical
facilities in Jerusalem necessitated permits and ambulances were refused entry

in several emergency cases. In some areas, road blocks had created enclaves,

depriving the Palestinians living in them of access to their families, places of

work, schools, medical facilities, places of worship in Jerusalem and utility

services. 6 _/ The closures resulted in a substantial rise in socio-economic

hardship since some 130,000 Palestinians were suddenly cut off from their

sources of income. Palestinians began to liquidate savings and sell personal

belongings and household appliances to buy food, pay debts and cover rent. A

change in consumption patterns and nutritional habits was noticed. There was

concern that the percentage of growth-retarded children under three years of age

and the number of child deaths could rise since protein-energy malnutrition was

closely associated with infant and child mortality. 7 !
13. A rapid worsening of the environmental situation in the occupied

Palestinian territory has been noted. As reported by UNRWA, the ecological

problems stemmed mostly from the over-exploitation by the Israeli authorities

and the settlers of the available water resources, the lack of adequate waste
management systems and the destruction of thousands of olive and fruit trees.

The contamination and degradation of the environment had reached crisis

dimensions in the Gaza Strip and presented a direct health threat to the

population - in particular to the children. Palestinian households suffered

from the poor condition of water distribution networks and considerable water

losses. 8 / According to a recent survey, household indoor standards have
remained relatively poor. Only approximately half the households in the West

Bank camps and villages had a separate bathroom and inside flush toilets. Not

even 10 per cent had fitted kitchens. 9 | Poor standards and scarcity of safe
water affected women in particular since it has been their role to manage food
preparation and hygiene.

14. The life of Palestinian families has been characterized by frequent

separations. The absence of male family members due to detention, expulsion,
imprisonment or death has increased the number of female-headed households.

Over the past year, there were an estimated 12,000 Palestinian political

prisoners held in Israeli prisons and detention camps. Deportations of male

political activists had continued. The number of female-headed households had
always been high among the Palestinian refugee population, since men tended to
leave the camps in search of work. Thus, the camp population consisted in the
beginning mainly of women, children and the elderly. Women were the backbone of
refugee camp life. According to UNRWA data, 30.6 per cent of households in the
refugee population in the West Bank and 20.1 per cent in the Gaza Strip were
female-headed. UNRWA reported that 22 per cent of the families that qualified

for the "special hardship" programme were headed by women. An analysis of the
population of the occupied territory by age structure and sex showed large

gender gaps for the age groups from 35 to 64 years, where women outhnumbered men -
in particular for the age groups 40-44, 45-49, and 50-54 years. 10 | Men of the
concerned age groups migrated from the occupied territory in search of

employment abroad, while women stayed behind. Family reunification laws had

also led to the deportation of family members, including children, and have

denied them the right to return on a permanent basis. Children had even been
denied registration. In December 1992, the Government of Israel granted
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renewable visitor permits to the non-resident spouses and children of

Palestinians carrying Israeli-issued identification cards. This decision

affected about 1,000 Palestinians, mostly women and children who had entered the
occupied territory on visitor permits in mid-1992. 11 |

15. Female-headed households were particularly vulnerable to poverty, since
women traditionally depended on men as providers of family income. The
majority of women could not ensure a living for their families since they were
impeded by lack of education, vocational training, skills and employment
opportunities and were subject to socio-cultural restrictions concerning their
freedom of movement. The condition of widows was particularly difficult and has
not received sufficient attention in relation to the question of de jure

headship, property rights and guardianship of the children. Certain customary
practices, such as a widow’s marrying her husband’s brother or other close kin,
were still widespread in the occupied territory. Large age gaps between
spouses, which are common in Palestinian society and in countries of the region,
have increased the likelihood of a woman being widowed, often at a young age.
Social and legal pressures often force single women and their children to join
the household of their kin and to give up independent living in the absence of a
male head of family.

16. In Palestinian society, marriage determines a woman’s life in social and
economic terms. Marriage status has an impact on access to property and income
and freedom of movement. Age at marriage is an indicator of women’'s education
and expected fertility. A recent survey carried out in the West Bank and Gaza

found that during the first period of the intifadah the age at marriage fell.
In the previous two decades education and urbanization had led to a relative

rise in marriage age. Thirty-seven per cent of the female population married

under the age of 17, the legal minimum age required for marriage. The reasons

for the increase in early marriages were said to be linked to the long term

school closures and the deteriorating economic situation, which discouraged

parents from continuing their daughters’ education. The bans on wedding parties
during the intifadah made weddings affordable for those who had not planned to
marry for some time because of the costs involved. Furthermore, parents fearing

for the lives of their sons encouraged early marriages since the loss was

considered less tragic if the victim left behind a male heir.

17. According to a recent survey a relatively high number of women in the age

group 30-39 were not married (17 per cent). Given the fact that marriage was

less likely in the Palestinian society once a women reached her thirties, this

figure is important. It might imply that a certain number of women in this age

group either chose not to marry or did not have an opportunity to do so. It

confirmed the assertion that higher education might be counterproductive and an
impediment to marriage. A greater percentage of the non-married women of this

age group had a higher educational level and worked outside the home. 12 /

18. Women experience the severe restrictions on movement within their
communities which were imposed by the Israeli authorities on a daily basis, just
as men do. Prolonged curfews and the fear of going out in the evening have
profoundly affected the social life of Palestinian society. However, freedom of
movement for women is also linked to marital status and age. It was considered
indecent behaviour for a woman to be alone with a male non-family member.
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Unmarried women are more restricted in their movements than married women of all
ages, although freedom of movement increases steadily with age.

Seventy-six per cent of women aged 50-59 said that they were free to move at
will, but only 22 per cent of the 15-19-year-old young women said so. Only

71 per cent of women working outside the home felt free to move about

freely. 13/

19. Despite the political and social changes that had occurred, the legal
conditions governing the status of women had not been changed since the
occupation of the West Bank in 1967. All the legislative, executive and
administrative powers previously held by the Government of Jordan in the West
Bank and Government of Egypt in the Gaza Strip were transferred to the General
Military Commander and remained unchanged, unless modified by a provision from
the Israeli Military Commander. Legislation relating to the status of women
remained the same, with two exceptions. The law of personal status is governed
by religious courts, which remain entirely outside the powers of the Israeli

military authorities. This religiously based legislation is similar to laws in

Israel and neighbouring Arab States and has had an important impact on issues
affecting women and families. The second change concerns women’'s voting rights
and candidacy rights for municipal posts, which was granted by Military Order

627 of 1976. Women had no right to vote under the 1955 Jordanian electoral law.
The only occasion when women could vote was in the municipal elections of 1976;
municipal elections were banned afterwards. 14 |

IIl. IMPACT OF THE MIDDLE-EAST PEACE AGREEMENT ON
PALESTINIAN WOMEN

20. The implementation of the Declaration of Principles will have an impact on

the situation of Palestinian women. With political developments entering a new
phase, the concerns of Palestinian women can be considered part of the
development agenda. A women-specific agenda, similar to that of various

developing countries, seems desirable. The prevailing approaches to "women in
development" are either to add women’s concerns to the development agenda set by
others or to transform development agendas on the basis of women's analysis of
what would both meet their basic needs and empower them. Donors and development
agencies have an important role to play in the implementation of women-in-
development policies. But little can be achieved without the active involvement

of all concerned at all levels.

21. The process of structuring new governmental institutions and the

capabilities to manage them will be taking place with the transfer of certain
administrative responsibilities from the Israeli civil administration to

Palestinian control. Palestinian women can bring a gender perspective to these
developments. All of the areas mentioned in the Agreement, starting from

direct, free and general elections for the council of Palestinian people in the
West Bank and Gaza Strip to human resource development, environmental protection
and cooperation in the field of communication and media, can benefit from the
scrutiny of women for their gender components and impact. Development projects
in agriculture, the setting up of infrastructure, housing, education and health
facilities can best be elaborated with the participation of female experts. At
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the outset, however, a particularly important step would be the provision of
de jure equality for women.

22. It is clear that Palestinian women are aware of the present challenge. The
Palestinian Federation of Women’s Action called for constitutional and judicial
legislation to ensure equality and equal opportunities and confirmed the
continuation of its struggle against the economic, social, political and

cultural marginalization of women. It recognized the urgency of the need to
have equality enshrined in the constitutional declaration of the national
authority. Women’s participation in the drafting of laws, regulations and
legislature of the new national authority and in community life in all its
aspects needed to be guaranteed. The Federation also asked for the
participation of leading female professionals in the formation of the
transitional national government and a larger proportion of women in principal
and subsidiary organizations and institutions dealing with social, economic,
educational, administrative and other matters. Their request covered civil
rights, education, health provision, the planning and implementation of growth
and development, and the media.

23. The question of accountability takes on a specific definition in the case

of interim self-government arrangements which will have an impact on future
developments and governmental structures. Adequate funds and resources should
be given to women-in-development programmes and women-in-development personnel
of sufficient authority should be included in all policy, planning and

programming activities. Appropriate quantitative and qualitative national

targets need to be identified. A national machinery for the advancement of
Palestinian women is already in place but needs recognition, authority and
influence at the highest political level. Women need to participate in future
governance structures and in existing development institutions, and most
importantly, need to be involved in the formulation of development strategies.
Skills-training and gender-awareness are important tools for achieving these

goals.

24. Besides providing adequate health services and improved education, the most
important programme will be to enhance the development of sustainable income-
generation activities for women. Realistic, feasible possibilities and basic

support facilities need to be identified. Palestinian women need support from

the international community, non-governmental organizations and donor agencies

in this respect.

Notes

1/ Report of the World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements

of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace ,
Nairobi, 15-26 July 1985 (United Nations Publication, Sales No. E.85.1V.10).

2/ "Report of the Commissioner-General of the United Nations Relief and
Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East" (A/48/13), para. 16.

3/ "Report of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of
the Palestinian People" (A/48/35), para. 22.



E/CN.6/1994/6
English
Page 10

4/  lbid., para. 24.

5/ "Assistance to the Palestinian people" (A/48/183/Add.1,
E/1993/74/Add.1), para. 25.

6/  AJ48/35, para. 28.
7/ AJ48/13, para. 10.
8/  lbid., p. 44.

9/  Marianne Heiberg and Geir @vensen, Palestinian Society in Gaza, West

Bank and Arab Jerusalem. A Survey of Living Conditions . Report 151 (Oslo,
Fagbevegegelsens Senter, for Forskning (FAFO), 1993), p. 88.

10/ "Selected statistical series on the balance of payments, foreign
trade, population, labour force and employment of the occupied Palestinian
territory, West Bank and Gaza Strip, 1968-1987" (UNCTAD/DSD/SEU/1) table
DP/II/AA.

11/ A/48/13, para. 2.

12/ Heiberg and @vensen, Ibid., pp. 287-288.

13/ Ibid., p. 301.

14/ "Palestinian women and economic and social development"
(UNCTAD/DSD/SEU/Misc.4), paras. 29-33.



UNITED
NATIONS E

RN

, ,-.:.\ Economic and Social Council
tv Distr.
N GENERAL

E/CN.6/1995/8
13 March 1995

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH

COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN
Thirty-ninth session

New York, 15 March-4 April 1995

ltem 5 of the provisional agenda*

MONITORING THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE NAIROBI FORWARD-LOOKING
STRATEGIES FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF WOMEN

Situation of and assistance to Palestinian women

Report of the Secretary-General

SUMMARY

In its resolution 38/4, entitled "Palestinian women", the Commission on
the Status of Women requested the Secretary-General to continue to review the
situation of and to assist Palestinian women by all available means, and to
submit to the Commission, at its thirty-ninth session, a report on the
progress made in the implementation of the resolution. The present report
responds to that request and highlights the issues of concern for Palestinian
women within the present political context. It monitors the situation in the
fields of violence, governance, health, education and employment. Emphasis is
put on the development aspects and the participation of women in political
decision-making. Preparing for de facto and de jure equality has gained
importance as has the integration of a gender perspective in all areas of
legislation, infrastructure development and human resource and economic
development.

* E/CN.6/1995/1.

95-06941 (E) 170395 /..



E/CN.6/1995/8

English
Page 2
CONTENTS
Paragraphs Page
INTRODUCTION ..ot 1-14 3
I.  VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN ..o, 5-8 4
. POLITICAL PARTICIPATION AND GOVERNANCE ................ 9 - 17 5
A. Women's organizations and committees .............. 10 - 12 5
B. Equal rights for women ..........cccccoceeeennnn 13 - 14 6
C. Women in leadership positions ...........ccc....... 15 - 16 6
. EDUCATION AND TRAINING ....ccccoooiviiiiiiiineennnn. 17 - 22 7
IV. EMPLOYMENT AND ACCESS TO ECONOMIC RESOURCES ........... 23 - 27 8
V. HEALTH CONDITIONS AND SERVICE PROVISION ............... 28 - 31 9
VI. VULNERABLE GROUPS ..., 32 - 33 10
VIl. PRIORITIES FOR ASSISTANCE ..., 34 - 39 11
VIII.  CONCLUSIONS ... 40 12



E/CN.6/1995/8
English
Page 3

INTRODUCTION

1. In its resolution 38/4, entitled "Palestinian women", the Commission on the
Status of Women requested the Secretary-General to continue to review the
situation of and to assist Palestinian women by all available means, and to
submit to the Commission, at its thirty-ninth session, a report on the progress
made in the implementation of the resolution. It requested the Commission on
the Status of Women to continue to monitor and take action with regard to the
implementation of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of
Women, in particular paragraph 260 concerning Palestinian women and children.

2. The World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace (Nairobi, 1985),
considered the issue of Palestinian women and children under the rubric "peace"
and concluded in paragraph 260 of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies:

"For more than three decades, Palestinian women have faced difficult living
conditions in camps and outside, struggling for the survival of their
families and the survival of the Palestinian people who were deprived of
their ancestral lands and denied the inalienable rights to return to their
homes and their property, their right to self-determination, national
independence and sovereignty. ... The special and immediate needs of
Palestinian women and children should be identified and appropriate
provision made. United Nations projects should be initiated to help
Palestinian women in the fields of health, education, and vocational
training. Their living conditions inside and outside the occupied
territories should be studied by the appropriate United Nations units and
agencies, assisted, as appropriate, by specialized research institutes from
various regions." 1 !

3. In preparation for the Fourth World Conference on Women, to be held in

Beijing in 1995, the monitoring of the implementation of paragraph 260 of the

Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies is being undertaken, including consideration

of recent political developments and their impact on the status of women. The

Arab Regional Preparatory Meeting, convened in Amman from 6 to 10 November 1994,
states in its general framework:

"A comprehensive and just peace and stability in the region are

prerequisites to development and equality. A comprehensive and just peace
would free the human and financial resources that are being spent on
military equipment and wars, when they could be geared toward development
that provides women with equal opportunities for participation." 2 /

4, Since 1985, reports on Palestinian women have been submitted on a regular
basis to the Commission on the Status of Women, most recently at its thirty-
eighth session. The present report describes the situation of Palestinian women
related to violence, equal rights, governance, employment, education and health.

In view of the planned establishment, for a transitional period, of a

Palestinian interim self-government authority and elected council for the

Palestinian people in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, emphasis is placed on
the development aspect and on the enhancement of women’s participation in the
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elaboration of a permanent settlement of the conflict and the integration of a
gender perspective in all areas of legislation, infrastructure development and

human resource and economic development. The transitional period began in Gaza
and Jericho, which in May 1994 became self-rule areas under the newly
established Palestinian Authority. The present report is based on various

recent documents published by the United Nations system and specialized

agencies, as well as other sources. No information was available on the

specific conditions of women in the self-rule areas.

I. VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN

5. The period under review was characterized by a decline of the overall level
of violence in the occupied territories following the signing by Israel and the
Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) of the Declaration of Principles on

Interim Self-Government Arrangements in September 1993 and the Agreement on the
Gaza Strip and the Jericho area (A/49/180-S/1994/727, annex). Since the
beginning of the intifadah , dozens of Palestinian women have been killed by
Israeli soldiers, settlers or collaborators, often random victims of violent

clashes. Women have been harassed by soldiers, in particular when their homes
were being searched. A number of female political prisoners remain in jail,

several of them under the age of 18. Women prisoners have experienced violence
in interrogation and imprisonment.

6. Sporadic outbreaks of protest and demonstration have been met by the

Israeli authorities with repressive measures against the civilian population.

Collective punishment such as prolonged curfews and closures has brought with it
economic and social hardship and increased the level of poverty. 3 1/ In
particular, the sealing of the occupied territories after the Hebron massacre on

25 February 1994 and its aftermath led to increased economic losses for
Palestinian workers employed in lIsrael. Since the movement of goods between
Israel and the occupied territories and within the occupied territories

themselves had also been interrupted, Palestinian manufacturers and farmers lost
considerable income. During the period under review the United Nations Relief

and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) distributed
food on an emergency basis to 75,000 families in the West Bank and 95,000
families in the Gaza Strip. 4 _/ In addition, continued confiscation of land and
destruction of houses negatively affected the economic resource of Palestinian
families.

7. The experience of violence during the intifadah and afterwards has had
negative and chronic effects on the psychological well-being of children and

their mothers. Children who were subjected to traumatic events such as torture
or who witness the killing of a relative or friend display high levels of

anxiety and psychosomatic illnesses. Curfews that confine family members to
their home for extended periods, and other measures of collective punishment,
continue to put psychological strain on family members. There has been an
erosion of male authority within the household, since men were subjugated and
helpless in situations of violence during the intifadah . Problems of
depression, fear and aggressiveness have increased dramatically among children.
Manifested symptoms include lack of concentration, disobedience and increased
aggressiveness. Psychosomatic illnesses and ailments were reported at epidemic
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levels among traumatized mothers during the intifadah and continue to have an
impact. 5 / Mental health care projects have been established in the West Bank

and Gaza Strip to offer treatment and alleviate the harrowing effect of trauma

in children and mothers. 6 !

8. Besides the violence arising from the occupation, the Palestinian woman is
confronted with various kinds of physical, sexual or psychological violence from
her family or from society in general. Women's organizations have begun to
collect evidence of domestic violence against women, which has previously been a
taboo subject. They denounce traditional forms of social control such as urging
girls to quit school prematurely, wear the veil or get married against their

will.

IIl.  POLITICAL PARTICIPATION AND GOVERNANCE

9.  With the launching of Palestinian self-rule women’s contribution to
institution-building and legislation has gained importance. There is increased

public awareness about women’s status, respect for and acceptance of the work of
women’s organizations is high, and women are prepared to play an active role in
government.

A. Women’'s organizations and committees

10. A historic review shows that Palestinian women’s organizations have grown
within the national movement and have been influenced by political events. The
General Union of Palestinian Women (GUPW) was formed in 1965 as a women’s
section within the PLO. 7 _/ With the beginning of the Israeli occupation of the
West Bank and the Gaza Strip in 1967, traditional charitable organizations

increased their relief activities, but also started to develop income-generating
activities and vocational training for girls and women. These activities

remained concentrated in the urban areas of the West Bank and were carried out
by middle- and upper-class women.

11. In the late 1970s, a new generation of women activists, highly politicized
and well-educated, emerged. Women’s committees, relying on the various
political factions and parties, were established to address the national and

social oppression of women. The unified women’'s committees successfully
mobilized women throughout the occupied territories, in refugee camps as well as
in remote villages, which has engendered increased awareness among all women
involved. Barriers between urban and rural, middle- and lower-class women were
overcome.

12. Women’'s popular committees have often been considered as alternative

institutions and part of a possible infrastructure within a future Palestinian

Government. During the intifadah , which began in December 1987, women became
actively involved in agriculture, education, food storage, medical and guarding

committees. They developed home economy as a community-based form of self-

reliance. Women continued their former charitable activities such as food

distribution and support of homeless families and families of prisoners and
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victims. Their activities were recognized by the political leadership as an
important support to the uprising.

B. Equal rights for women

13. In their early years, women's committees gave priority to the national
struggle for liberation and neglected the issue of emancipation and achievement
of equality in a patriarchal society. Women did not want to split their

activities and open an internal argument at a time when all efforts were needed
for the resistance against occupation. Living under occupation had impelled the
Palestinian people to hold onto their customs and traditions as a mechanism for
preserving their national, cultural and social identity. This has played a

major role in enforcing many stereotypes that are discriminatory towards

women. 8/ The active participation of women of all ages and social backgrounds
in demonstrations and in confrontations with the army contributed to a change in
the public image of women. Increased awareness and self-confidence encouraged
women to take on leading positions and to publicly criticize the long neglect of
social and gender issues. Women's participation in decision-making increased as
a result of the experience in the popular committees. 9 /A new feminist
consciousness set up a "gender agenda" for the women’s movement. Palestinian
women increasingly questioned their initial assumption that they would legally

and automatically obtain their rights along with national independence. Women's
committees and international organizations, including UNRWA, organized courses
to inform women about their rights and to raise awareness on legal matters. 10

14. Women's organizations and human rights groups prepared amendments to the
proposed personal status, social and civil laws. Efforts were made to include
the provisions of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of

Discrimination against Women into the draft National Authority Law, the

equivalent of a future constitution. Palestinian women’s organizations knew

that they had to grasp the historic moment to ensure that equality was enshrined
in all Palestinian legal instruments. Leading Palestinian women inside and
outside the occupied territories set up a special committee for the drafting of

a declaration of principles, which was adopted in June 1994. This Women’s
Charter highlights personal status law, socio-economic rights, education and
health. 11/

C. Women in leadership positions

15. The number of women in leadership positions has been growing. At present,
women represent about 10 per cent of the Palestinian National Congress. From 25
members in 1980, their number increased to 35 in 1986 and 43 in 1992. Women did
not hold any diplomatic position until 1980. In 1992, out of 93 women, two

reached the level of ambassador. The 15-member Palestinian delegation to the
Madrid Peace Conference, which began in October 1991, included three women. The
spokesperson for the delegation was a woman. After the implementation of the
self-rule agreement, a woman was appointed Minister for Social Affairs of the
Palestinian Authority. A woman was appointed head of the women police, which
enrolled about 70 women. 12/
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16. In preparing for the future administration and establishment of interim
self-government, the Palestinian Authority has set up a number of technical
committees to define policies, and to assist the negotiating team in planning
strategies and policies in all sectors. At the request of women's

organizations, a Women’s Affairs Technical Committee has been established. Its
objective is to establish a system of governance that eliminates all forms of
discrimination against women and ensures equal participation in the future
legislative, executive and judicial structures. 13 /

[ll. EDUCATION AND TRAINING

17. Palestinian educational achievement is, on average, the highest in the

region, with 18 college graduates per thousand inhabitants. The high-quality

human resource base has been recognized as the most important asset for the
sustainable development of the occupied territories. 14 | The considerable
increase - by 74.6 per cent - of the number of students in the past 20 years is
partly due to the higher enrolment of girls. In 1967/68, girls represented

41 per cent of the school population; in 1989, their number reached 48 per cent.

18. Gender differences in enrolment appear in the final years of the

preparatory cycle and in secondary schools. As much as 14 per cent of girls in
the West Bank and 7.3 per cent in the Gaza Strip have not completed schooling.
The major reasons given for the drop-out of girls above fourth grade elementary
education include slow learning capacity, the political situation and the need

to help at home or marry. 15 _ / Girls’ lack of academic ability is linked to
crowded classrooms, inadequacy of training material and non-availability of
intervention programmes to allow girls a second entry after drop-out or failure.

19. Despite the success in providing compulsory primary education for girls and

boys under adverse conditions, the quality of the education system and

educational achievement are not satisfactory because of overcrowded schools,

double shifts at the elementary level, lack of maintenance, inadequate teacher

training, lack of educational material and low salaries. 16 | Girls’ education
is doubly affected by these adverse circumstances. Their enrolment in the
non-compulsory secondary level remains low given the customary restriction on

girls’ mobility at the onset of puberty. Costs for education and the unequal

geographical distribution of secondary schools are an additional obstacle.

20. The frequent closure of schools during the intifadah has had a long-term
negative impact on educational achievement at the elementary level and will make
it difficult to catch up in higher-level classes. It resulted in demotivation

for continued education, in particular among girls, and increased Iilliteracy

rates. During the period under review, disruption in education as a result of
military closure orders, curfews and general strikes continued to decline. In
UNRWA schools, only 10 per cent of school-days were lost, compared to

16 per cent in the previous year. Students from the Gaza Strip who were
enrolled at UNRWA training centres in the West Bank did not get permission from
the Israeli authorities to attend their classes owing to movement restrictions
imposed in late February 1994. 17 [/
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21. llliteracy still persists among members o the adult population who have had
no schooling or less than six years of schooling. Women of all ages were more
likely than men to be illiterate, especially women over 34 years of age and

those living in rural areas or refugee camps. In 1990, the data collected on
illiteracy in West Bank villages and the Gaza Strip showed that between 30 and
55 per cent of women and between 10 and 35 per cent of men were reported as
illiterate. 18  / The popular committees, in particular women’s committees, have
undertaken a large programme of literacy training for women of all ages in the
rural areas and refugee camps. Methods of functional literacy training have

been used, linking literacy training to education about health, nutrition,

hygiene and child care. However, many women after graduating from a literacy
programme gradually lose their skills because of lack of practice. 19 /

22. The opening of various institutions of higher learning in the occupied
territories between 1967 and 1987 brought with it the most significant change in
women’s education. Since the 1960s, eight universities have been set up in the
occupied territories. In 1991, 25,393 students were enrolled in universities

and other third-level institutions. Female students comprise 44 per cent of the
total student population in the Gaza Strip and 46 per cent in the West Bank.
Young women, who had no opportunity to pursue their education previously, could
enrol in universities located close to their homes. This launched a
democratization process which engendered broader participation in higher
education, since the local universities offered educational opportunities for

students from rural areas and refugee camps. The important percentage of women
in tertiary education has created a new elite of highly educated women who
became politicized during their university education and have become actively
involved in setting up women’'s committees. Women still opted for typical female
studies, with 26 per cent in education science and the humanities and only 5.7

and 0.5 per cent in engineering and agriculture, respectively. 20 | Local
universities were closed by the Israeli authorities at the beginning of the
intifadah and only resumed their full activities in 1992. Access to

universities in 1994 was frequently hampered by the Israeli authorities.

IV. EMPLOYMENT AND ACCESS TO ECONOMIC RESOURCES

23. Women’'s access to economic resources is difficult to assess in a society in
which women’s participation in the formal labour force has been very low.
Traditionally, the main mechanism used to ensure women some form of independent
economic resources has been the payment of a dowry at marriage. This has
continued as an important social practice, although it is no longer a

sustainable source of income or economic support for women, given increased

living costs. Jewellery, land, livestock, bank savings or tools of the trade

were the main form of women’s independent property. With increasing age, women
are giving away their dowry resources and investing them in the family. 21

times of economic hardship, families have had to fall back on accumulated
resources. Women’s individual resources were used up for family maintenance,
which, in return, increased women’s economic dependence on husbands or male
family members. There is evidence that Palestinian families exhausted their
resources during the years of the intifadah , especially during periods when they
were cut off from any sources of labour income.
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24. Women’'s participation in the labour force averaged 11.7 per cent in the
West Bank and only 3.9 per cent in the Gaza Strip. Restriction on women’s
mobility has made it difficult to search for employment inside Israel. However,

a significant number of women, in particular female heads of household, have
worked as migrant agricultural workers despite social inhibitions. Israeli

enterprises specialized in garment production set up subcontracting in the

occupied territories, and exploited women by paying wages 50 per cent lower than
wages for equivalent work in Israel. 22 |

25. Unemployment has been very high for women with high school, vocational or
university education. Early surveys of university graduates suggested that few

of the female graduates went on to pursue professional careers. Women remained
concentrated in secretarial and service work and in the caring professions, in
particular nursing and teaching. The female concentration in teaching was very
high, especially in primary education.

26. In the 1990s, many women’s organizations established income- and profit-
generating projects for women. 23 | A survey on Palestinian women’s
organizations in the occupied territories conducted in 1992 reported a total of
174 women’s organizations, including cooperatives, voluntary services,
committees, centres and production projects. They run specialized educational,
training and production projects, day-care centres, kindergartens and
rehabilitation and health centres. In the economic and social context of the
occupied territories, income-generating activities provided by women’s
organizations offer possibilities for female access to the labour market, even

if they remain in the realm of traditional female occupations.

27. There is a lack of information on women in the private sector. Data
provided by the Chambers of Commerce of five cities in the occupied territories
indicate that women constitute only 2 per cent of investors in trade offices,
most of them operating with very low capital. Information was provided on an
oil factory, in which 13 per cent of investors were women, and on a medical
company in Jerusalem, where women constituted 65 per cent of the investors,
although no woman was on its board of directors. 24 |

V. HEALTH CONDITIONS AND SERVICE PROVISION

28. Health conditions and provision of services in the occupied territories
have been negatively affected by the political situation since 1967 and

deteriorated during the intifadah . A recent development assessment suggested
that too little attention was being given by medical services to reaching out to
groups, especially women. 25  / The health-care system focused on female

reproductive health and did not provide for women’s health problems throughout
the life cycle.

29. The West Bank has a high birth rate, at about 4.5 per cent, which has an
adverse effect on the health of mothers. Infant mortality has been persistently
high, at 50 to 100 deaths per thousand live births in the late 1970s and early
1980s. 26 / The disruption of all aspects of routine life during the intifadah
may have resulted in a non-reporting of infant deaths. Birth practices have
changed over the past 20 years, including a progressive increase in the



E/CN.6/1995/8
English
Page 10

proportions of births occurring in hospitals and medical centres. In 1990, only

20 per cent of mothers in the Gaza Strip and 32 per cent in the West Bank gave
birth at home. The discrepancy between the West Bank and the Gaza Strip can be
explained by the greater number and closer availability of medical services in

the Gaza Strip, in particular through UNRWA clinics where pre- and post-natal

care is provided. UNRWA also expanded its services of family planning in the
context of maternal health. A rise in maternal anaemia in the third trimester

of pregnancy has been reported for the West Bank (48 per cent) and the Gaza
Strip (67 per cent). 27 |/

30. A recent survey conducted by UNRWA in 1990 suggested that there had been an
improvement in nutritional status in the refugee camps since 1984. Other

surveys carried out in the rural areas of the West Bank, however, suggested that
malnutrition of children outside the camps was more prevalent. The difference

could be explained by the fact that poor families in the refugee camps were

receiving substantial food supplies through UNRWA. The economic recession,
aggravated in particular in 1993 by measures of collective punishment, had

negative effects on nutritional standards. The incidence of childhood anaemia,

which has been as high as 70 per cent in camps in the Gaza Strip and 58 per cent
in the West Bank, has an impact on a child’s physical and psychological

development. 28/

31. There is an acute shortage of doctors and clinics in the occupied

territories. Non-governmental organizations and medical committees play an

important role in providing health services in the West Bank, where they reach

45 per cent of the population through 132 clinics. One of the health service
non-governmental organizations, the Union of Palestinian Medical Relief

Committees is providing health services adapted to women’'s needs and priorities
without focusing only on maternity health care. It is functioning with a

network of volunteers and mobile clinics and puts emphasis on education

campaigns and the training of rural women as village health workers. 29 /

VI. VULNERABLE GROUPS

32. The violence to which the occupied territories have been exposed since the
outbreak of the intifadah greatly increased the number of persons with
disabilities. UNRWA has been running a physiotherapy programme, together with
the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) in six clinics in Gaza and five in

the West Bank, but has not been able to meet the need for treatment. A great
number of the injuries have led to permanent disability for which specific
community care is needed. The UNRWA community-based rehabilitation programme
for the disabled has had to further expand its provision of vocational

rehabilitation. Since most of the injured are young men, women have had to take
on the role of caregivers and providers of family income.

33. The number of female-headed households is high in the occupied territories.
Some 36.6 per cent of all households in the West Bank are headed by women,
compared to 17.9 per cent in the Gaza Strip. These figures do not include

de facto female headship, where male heads of household have migrated for a
longer period. 30 _ / Women heads of household face numerous legal, social and
economic problems. The agreements between Israel and the PLO had a favourable
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impact on household composition since a number of long-term deportees returned
to the occupied territories.

VIl. PRIORITIES FOR ASSISTANCE

34. Following the signing of the Declaration of Principles, the programmes and
agencies of the United Nations system have intensified their efforts to promote
sustainable economic and social development in the occupied territories. In

May 1994, the Secretary-General appointed a Special Coordinator in the occupied
territories to facilitate coordination among the programmes and agencies to
ensure an integrated and unified approach to development.

35. UNRWA identified projects that would improve social and economic conditions
and infrastructure in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip and that could be turned
over to the Palestinian Authority in the future. The women’'s programme of UNRWA
was gradually being integrated into the broader network of women’s organizations

in the West Bank and Gaza Strip in order to achieve greater independence. Two
of the 14 women’'s programme centres were given over for management by elected
women’s committees, while still being assisted technically and financially by

UNRWA staff. 31 /

36. The United Nations Development Programme sent a Needs Assessment Mission
for Palestinian Women to the West Bank and Gaza Strip in early 1994. The
purpose of the mission was to collaborate closely with the evolving leadership

of Palestinian women in developing a policy framework for facilitating equal

access to and participation in all development efforts as well as in defining

the requirements for nation-building efforts. The report of the mission sets

out recommendations for action in all fields and policy interventions and

operational action to achieve the objectives concerning women and

governance. 32/

37. Following a review and analysis of previous cooperation, UNICEF has updated
its programme of cooperation for Palestinian women and children in the West Bank
and Gaza in close dialogue with the Palestinian Authority and its various
institutions, United Nations agencies, non-government organizations and donor
partners. UNICEF assistance gives priority to empowering women and girls to
become full participants in the economic and social development process. The
health programme focuses on maternal and child health, including safe motherhood
and reduction of maternal mortality, and education relating to childbirth,

motherhood and nutrition. The education component addresses gender disparities
and promotes girls’ education through formal and non-formal means. In support

of greater participation of women in economic life, UNICEF is helping to develop

a system of early child care. A youth and community development component, with
a focus on girls, aims at constructive action for young people.

38. The International Labour Organization (ILO) sent an interdisciplinary
mission to the occupied Palestinian territories in December 1993, the objective
of which was to establish a plan of action to assist in the transition to
political autonomy, in particular in the areas of human resource development,
employment creation, labour institutions, social protection and equality for
women. The proposals of the mission aim at promoting women’'s employment
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opportunities in agriculture, and small business and industrial development,
through targeted poverty alleviation schemes and entrepreneurship development
programmes. The integration of the principle of equality of opportunities for
men and women in the current process of planning, priority setting and
institution-building, with a special emphasis on labour law and international
standards, is underlined. In view of the release of thousands of detained
persons and prisoners, specific education and training needs have arisen. 33

39. The World Bank estimated that US$ 5 million would be needed to fund
programmes for women and youth during the interim period leading to the autonomy
of the occupied territories. UNICEF, as a possible coordinating and

implementing agency in this area, would earmark $2 million to mother and child
health. 34/

VIIl. CONCLUSIONS

40. As the peace process in the occupied territories and the self-rule area of
Jericho and the Gaza Strip is being consolidated, many actors have recognized
the importance of integrating the gender perspective in all areas of

legislation, infrastructure development and human resource and economic
development at this crucial period. Preparing for de facto and de jure

equality between men and women is of primary importance. Palestinian women need
practical support and assistance at all levels, from counterparts inside and
outside the occupied territories, in their endeavour to become citizens with
equal rights and responsibilities. The findings in the present report show that
there is potential for development and that resources and support need to be
made available immediately in order to create the necessary infrastructure,
especially in the field of education, health and employment.
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INTRODUCTION

1. In accordance with paragraph 260 of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies
for Women, 1 / the situation of Palestinian women and children has been monitored
regularly by the Commission on the Status of Women.

2. In its resolution 1995/30, on Palestinian women, the Economic and Social
Council requested the Secretary-General "to continue to review the situation and
to assist Palestinian women by all available means, and to submit to the
Commission ... at its fortieth session a report on the progress made in the
implementation” of the resolution. It requested the Commission to continue to
monitor and take action with regard to the implementation of the Strategies.
The Commission on the Status of Women, in its resolution 39/3, entitled "Women
in the Middle East peace process", stressed the importance of, and need for,
achieving a comprehensive, just and lasting peace in the Middle East. It urged
Governments, intergovernmental bodies and non-governmental organizations to
include women in the peace process and to expedite economic, financial and
technical assistance to Palestinian women.

3. Since the signing by the Government of the State of Israel and the
Palestine Liberation Organization of the Declaration of Principles on Interim
Self-Government Arrangements, on 13 September 1993, the situation in the
occupied territories has undergone major changes. Palestinian autonomy has
taken shape with the establishment of the Palestinian Authority in May 1994,
following the signing of the Agreement on the Gaza Strip and Jericho Area, and
has been further consolidated following the signing of the Interim Agreement on
the West Bank and Gaza Strip. Elections for a Palestinian Council and for the
Ra’ees of the Executive Authority of the Palestinian Council were held on

20 January 1996. The Palestinian interim self-government authority will serve
for a transitional period not exceeding five years.

4, As a result of these political developments, the focus of the present
report has shifted from that of previous reports: instead of monitoring the
general living conditions of Palestinian women under Israeli occupation, the
present report focuses on the monitoring of violations of human rights that
might persist as a result of the occupation and the consideration of women’s
participation and role in the establishment of a new political, economic and
social regime. The report emphasizes aspects of development, accountability and
respect for the human rights of women within a specific political framework.
This new approach is in line with the Beijing Declaration and Platform for
Action. 2 _/ However, the rapid pace of the political changes of the past year
have made it difficult to obtain reliable data and up-to-date detailed

information for the report.

. RESULTS OF THE FOURTH WORLD CONFERENCE ON WOMEN

5. The Fourth World Conference on Women, without making reference to any
particular national context, considered "women under occupation" in the

strategic area of concern "Women and armed conflict". It established a link
between the advancement of women and the peaceful settlement of conflicts:
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"An environment that maintains world peace and promotes and protects human
rights, democracy and the peaceful settlement of disputes, in accordance

with the principles of non-threat or use of force against territorial

integrity or political independence and of respect for sovereignty as set

forth in the Charter of the United Nations, is an important factor for the
advancement of women. Peace is inextricably linked with equality between
women and men and development. Armed and other types of conflict and
terrorism and hostage-taking still persist in many parts of the world.
Aggression, foreign occupation, ethnic and other types of conflicts are an
ongoing reality affecting women and men in nearly every region." 3

6. The Platform for Action acknowledged the necessity for women to contribute
to conflict resolution and their crucial role during times of armed conflict and
collapse of communities:

"The equal access and full participation of women in power structures and
their full involvement in all efforts for the prevention and resolution of
conflicts are essential for the maintenance and promotion of peace and
security. Although women have begun to play an important role in conflict
resolution, peace-keeping and defence and foreign affairs mechanisms, they
are still underrepresented in decision-making positions. If women are to
play an equal part in securing and maintaining peace, they must be
empowered politically and economically and represented adequately at all
levels of decision-making." 4 !

"(Women) often work to preserve social order in the midst of armed and
other conflicts. Women make an important but often unrecognized
contribution as peace educators both in their families and in their
societies." 5 _/

7. The Arab Regional Preparatory Meeting for the Fourth World Conference on
Women (Amman, 9-10 November 1994) makes specific reference to peace in the
region:

"A comprehensive and just peace and stability in the region are

prerequisites to development and equality. A comprehensive and just peace
would free the human and financial resources that are being spent on
military equipment and wars, when they could be geared toward development
which provides women with equal opportunities for participation." 6

. GENERAL LIVING CONDITIONS

8. Despite significant progress in the implementation of the agreements

between the Government of Israel and the Palestine Liberation Organization
throughout 1995, conditions in the occupied West Bank remained tense, and life

in the self-rule areas continued to be affected by measures undertaken by the

Israeli authorities, including various military and economic measures that have

been detailed in other United Nations reports. 7 _I For example, the Israeli
authorities sealed the West Bank and Gaza Strip entirely on several occasions,
preventing workers with valid permits from entering Israel and East Jerusalem.

These measures exacerbated the economic hardship of many families. In view of
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the harsh economic situation, the United Nations Special Coordinator in the
occupied territories stated that the standard of living of Palestinians living
under the autonomous region of Gaza had declined by 50 per cent since the
signing of the Interim Agreement. 8 |/ A special appeal was launched to the donor

community to support the Palestinian authorities in this crucial period.

Ill. EFFECTS OF THE PEACE PROCESS ON WOMEN

9. The peace process, welcomed by the majority of the Palestinian population,
has had a significant impact on the lives of women and the activities of women’s
organizations. One of the most significant questions has been the release of
Palestinian prisoners, including a small number of women, whose health
conditions had deteriorated. In accordance with the Interim Agreement, Israel
was to release about 1,200 prisoners and detainees, including all female
detainees and prisoners as soon as the Agreement went into effect. In

October 1995, 21 women were released, but five others were not. Only one woman,

who had been in solitary confinement, walked free; 20 others refused to leave
their cells, protesting that Israel was not fulfilling its commitment regarding

all female prisoners and detainees. The 25 women remaining in prison launched a

hunger strike on 10 January 1996 in protest against Israel's continuing refusal
to release them. 9 /

10. Palestinian women, who played an active role during the intifadah
remained involved since the establishment of the Palestinian Authority. Women's
organizations and human rights groups formed coalitions in the areas of human
rights and legal services. They drafted a bill of women’s rights following the
release of the Palestinian Draft Basic Law and focused on procedural and
administrative law important for its implementation. Women activists undertook

a legal analysis of existing laws from a gender perspective and a review of
their implementation, which was included in a handbook for legal literacy
training. The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination

, have

Against Women and other international standards on women and human rights were
widely discussed at the grass-roots level. 10 __ | The issue was raised about which
models or mechanisms for addressing women’s issues would be most appropriate in

the future government. It was debated whether the recently created Women's
Affairs Bureau should be an integrated part of the Palestinian Authority or a
separate body. 11/ The Women’s Affairs Technical Committee, set up by the
Palestinian Authority, became a forum for the concerns expressed by women’s
non-governmental organizations and dealt with the mainstreaming of gender issues
in development policies. Recently a Gender Mainstreaming Department was

established within the Ministry of Planning.

11. For the Palestinian elections on 20 January 1996, women’'s organizations
undertook their own preparations. Non-governmental organizations had closely
observed the elections in South Africa and the role of the women’s charter
there. The introduction of a quota system in the Palestinian elections was
regarded as controversial at the level of the women’s movement. There was
concern that, through the quota system, women candidates who were not gender-
sensitized would be appointed to governmental posts. It was also asked whether
women would stand for election from within their political parties or

independently of any political party. Despite the limitations, a view in favour



E/CN.6/1996/8
English
Page 6

of the quota system prevailed. Women led protests demanding a quota for women
on the Palestinian Council, arguing that women faced difficulties in competing

with men in the elections because of the historical inequalities in the male-
dominated society. The Palestinian Election Law provided for a system of
regulations that determine the number of assembly seats in each constituency in
proportion to the population. Based on the registration of voters in the

different constituencies, quotas were allocated only for Christians and the

Samaritan sect, but no provision was made to ensure an equal representation of
women. 12/ According to the Central Election Commission, 1,013,235 Palestinians
aged 18 and over were registered in the Gaza Strip, West Bank and East Jerusalem
to vote in the elections. Forty-nine per cent of the registered voters were

women. Among the 676 candidates for the 88-seat legislative council, there were
only 28 women (4 per cent). The sole opponent to PLO Chairman Arafat in the
election for Ra'ees of the Executive Authority of the Palestinian Council was a
woman, Ms. Samiha Khalil of Ramallah. Five women, representing 5.6 per cent,
were elected to the Palestinian Council.

IV. ASSISTANCE TO PALESTINIAN WOMEN BY THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM

12. During the period under review, a number of projects for Palestinian women
were carried out and initiated by the United Nations system and bilateral donors
in close cooperation with the Palestinian Authority and non-governmental
organizations.

13. The United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the
Near East (UNRWA), in addition to its ongoing work for women, financed new
projects under the Palestinian Women'’s Initiative Fund, including a community-

run kindergarten in the West Bank and a training workshop in the maintenance and
repair of sewing and knitting machines in Gaza. It operated a solidarity group-
lending programme in the Gaza Strip to make credit available to women working in
micro enterprises and as street vendors in the informal sector of the economy.

The programme offered loans averaging $400 to individual women for the expansion
of their income-generating activities. Under the Peace Implementation

Programme, it established nine women’s programme centres, and construction began
for a College of Nursing and Allied Health Science. In the field of education,
UNRWA awarded university scholarships to 863 Palestine refugee pupils, including
371 women. 13/

14. THE UNDP Programme of Assistance to the Palestinian People (PAPP), through
its Gender in Development Programme (GIDP), carried out a variety of projects,
including cooperation with the Women’s Centre for Legal Aid and Counselling on
the improvement of Palestinian women’s legal status. It organized a workshop
for Palestinian media agencies and individuals on the portrayal of gender roles
in the media and supported the Palestinian Coalition for Women’s Health which
aims to improve the provision of health services for Palestinian women by
addressing their needs using a life-cycle approach. To improve access to
education - so far limited for women in particular due to lack of adequate
educational facilities and overcrowding in schools in the West Bank and Gaza
Strip - classrooms in villages and rural areas were constructed and renovated,
primarily for girls. UNDP/PAPP is upgrading a cultural and educational complex
in Jericho to provide 23 additional classrooms for primary and secondary girls’
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schools and is engaging in an extensive school rehabilitation project to provide
supplementary facilities for schools throughout the West Bank and Gaza Strip,
including at least 25 classrooms in primary and secondary girls’ schools. A
school drop-out study, sponsored by UNDP, to be carried out by the Palestinian
Ministry of Education, will target Palestinian female youth. Women’s enrolment
in agricultural schools is encouraged in a project for agricultural education

and training which will offer both pre-service and in-service training and

target women as 50 per cent of the beneficiaries. The gender-in-development
initiatives of UNDP/PAPP include a strategy of upstream interventions which aim
at enlarging constituencies in advocacy and working directly with the

Palestinian Authority ministries in order to enhance a gender-sensitive approach
to policy planning and strategy formulation. They support the established
women’s units in the various ministries in order to build and strengthen their
efforts for mainstreaming gender at the policy level.

15. The United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM) focused on
preparations for the Fourth World Conference on Women (Beijing, September 1995),
providing support and training to the Palestinian participants at the Conference
and the NGO Forum. One specific area of support was institution-building, in
particular, efforts to institutionalize gender planning within the emerging

bodies of the Palestinian Authority. Other areas were political participation
and conflict resolution, with emphasis on awareness-building for women in
elections, and follow-up to the Conference, including the preparation of a
national strategy for women based on the Beijing Declaration and Platform for
Action. 2 _/ UNIFEM also launched a permanent WID Facilitation Initiative to
coordinate the multiplicity of donors, non-governmental organizations and
initiators of WID projects.

16. In addressing the needs of Palestinian children, youth and women, the

United Nations Children’'s Fund (UNICEF) moved away from emergency interventions
towards longer-term basic services for development and sustainability. For the

first time since 1980, when its programme in the West Bank and Gaza Strip was
launched, UNICEF could work in cooperation with a central Palestinian authority
which provided the framework for planning, policy development and harmonization
of basic services to children and women on a national level. Strategies to
promote basic education for all, health promotion and empowerment of women were
carried out and included, for example, the standardization of women’s health
services through the development of a Unified Maternal Health card. UNICEF gave
priority to programmes reaching out to children in underprivileged communities

in refugee camps, rural and urban areas, with special focus on the girl child.
Gender issues were integrated into programming and training to upgrade the

skills of health care and education professionals. UNICEF also supported the
Palestinian preparation for and participation in the Fourth World Conference on
Women. For the collection of disaggregated data on health and education
indicators, UNICEF launched a Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey in collaboration

with the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics. Support for capacity-

building of the Palestinian Authority institutions was a priority for UNICEF in

1995 and included the formulation of a national programme of action in order to
ensure political and social mobilization and long-term planning for children, in
particular girls.
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17. The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) undertook jointly with UNRWA and
the World Health Organization (WHO) a needs assessment mission, whose
recommendations will be taken into account in formulating projects to address

the needs of Palestinian women. UNFPA also implemented two expanded maternal
and child health and family planning projects in Gaza and the West Bank.

V. EMERGING CONCERNS

18. The need for sustainable economic development has been persistently
underlined as crucial to the successful establishment of Palestinian interim
self-government. In this respect the international community, including the

donor agencies, made substantive commitments and were aware of their
responsibility for providing support to the launching of an independent economy
and for establishing a viable infrastructure. 14 |

19. With regard to the inclusion of gender aspects, the development policies

and planning in the Palestinian self-rule areas follow patterns similar to those

that have been observed in other developing countries. From a number of
critical assessments it seems apparent that women’s status and potential roles

in socio-economic development and their needs and interests were not given
systematic consideration in the preparations of overall economic and social
development plans or in the design of development proposals. An important study
undertaken by the World Bank, for instance, did not consider women's role in the
labour market. In a three-year emergency programme, only a pilot programme for
youth and women in development was proposed. 15  / Conversely, the international
donor community, particularly through their programmes on women in development,
made a commitment to ensuring a more equal role for women in Palestinian
society. From 1990 onwards, substantive support has been given for the
development of women’s institutions, income-generating projects and vocational
training. 16 _ / This has contributed to the launching of small income-generating
projects and greater professionalism in the work of the women’'s organizations,
whose relevance for the overall economic development might, however, be
guestioned.

20. The approach taken in the design of development programmes had an impact on
the elaboration of Palestinian national development priorities. Researchers on

gender issues have been critical of the form and conceptualization of social
entittements and citizen’s rights in the emerging policies of the Palestine

authority. They have voiced concern that discussion of the Palestinian economy

had been limited to macroeconomic trends and the formal market, with no regard

to gender needs. They argued that, in the outline of a gender-biased and

unequal system of social support, secure entitlements were based largely on

waged employment and women’s unpaid contribution; no recognition was given to
unremunerated work. Women were not listed as components in the major programmes
of national economic reconstruction. The household and, in consequence, women'’s
multiple roles in it were considered important in the social welfare system only

in the sense that they would have to absorb shocks and ensure service that could
not be provided by the Authority. Scholars also identified a male bias in

research, leadership, expertise and staffing by the international community as

well as the local implementing authorities. 17 |
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21. Women’'s current roles in the economy, in particular in income-generating

projects, and other economic projects have been scrutinized by scholars. A

number of income-generating projects were set up during the intifadah , including
women’s cooperatives, home economy projects and a variety of small business

projects. An evaluation of these projects found that the majority failed to

survive and were closed not long after their establishment. At the root of

their failure was disregard for the socio-economic and political context in

which they operated. 18 _ /

22. One particular concern of social scientists and policy researchers was the
absence of reliable primary data on Palestinian society, which represents a
serious obstacle when projects are being defined and future policies outlined.
No reliable and comparable gender-segregated data existed on Palestinian women
with regard to household composition, labour-force participation, access to
property and resources, education or health. The lack was due to the different
sources of collection and the number of researchers who could collect data on
particular population groups only, such as the refugee population. A national
census, as already envisaged by the Palestinian Bureau of Statistics, is
urgently needed, as are in-depth sectoral and topical studies of selected
aspects of society. 19 [/

VI. CONCLUSIONS

23. Support to Palestinian women during the transitional period was requested

by the Economic and Social Council in resolution 1995/30. In addition to other
United Nations bodies with mandates concerning the Palestinian people, including

the United Nations Relief And Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near
East (UNRWA), the Special Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting

the Human Rights of the Palestinian People and Other Arabs of the Occupied
Territories, the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the

Palestinian People and others, the Commission on the Status of Women has shown a
long-term commitment by monitoring the situation of Palestinian women, as set

out in the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies 1 _/ and recalled in its various
resolutions.

24. In view of the progress achieved in the peace process and the establishment

of a Palestinian Authority, the Commission on the Status of Women, in accordance

with the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action 2 _/ and in view of the shift
in its monitoring of the situation of Palestinian women towards aspects of

development, accountability and respect for the human rights of women, may wish

that appropriate assistance be given to the following:

(@ Increase the participation of women in conflict resolution and
decision-making;

(b) In implementing their agreements, the parties concerned should respect
the human rights of Palestinian women,;

(c) Ensure women’s equal access to and full participation in power
structures and decision-making;
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(d) Integrate a gender perspective in legislation, public policies,
programmes and projects;

(e) Ensure equality and non-discrimination under the law and in practice;

() Prepare for ratification of and accession to the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, without reservations;

(g) Create a national machinery and other governmental bodies for the
advancement of women at the highest possible level of government;

(h) Reduce the female illiteracy rate to at least half of its 1990 level;

(i) Improve women’s access to vocational training, science and technology,
and continuing education;

() Promote women’s economic rights and independence;

(k) Facilitate women’s equal access to resources, employment, markets and
trade;

() Increase women’s access throughout the life cycle to appropriate,
affordable and high quality health care and information and related services;

(m) Generate and disseminate gender-disaggregated data and information for
planning and evaluation.
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| NTRODUCTI ON
1. The Economic and Social Council, inits resolution 1996/6 on followup to

the Fourth World Conference on Wonen, established the work programe of the
Commi ssion on the Status of Wnen, in particular the itens to be included on the
agenda of the Commi ssion. As regards docunentation for the sessions of the
Commi ssion, the Council decided, inter alia, that under item3 (a) of the

Conmi ssion's agenda a report of the Secretary-Ceneral on the nmeasures taken and
progress achieved in mainstream ng a gender perspective within the United

Nati ons system shoul d be prepared on an annual basis.

2. Reporting requirenments contained in General Assenbly resol utions 50/203 and
51/ 69 request the Secretary-General to report annually to the Assenbly, through
the Conmi ssion on the Status of Wnen and the Economic and Social Council, on

ways to enhance the capacity of the Organization and of the United Nations
systemto support the ongoing followup to the Conference in the nost integrated
and effective way, including human and financi al requirenents.

3. The present report has been prepared in response to those two nmandat es.

G ven the need for integrated reporting, nandates contained in Comm ssion
resolution 39/5 on the preparation of a joint work plan between the Division for
t he Advancenment of Wonen and the Centre for Human Rights of the United Nations
Secretariat are reflected in section | of the present report. Section Il of the
report fulfils the reporting requirenents of Econom c and Soci al Counci

resol ution 1996/5 on Pal estini an wonen and Conmi ssion resolution 40/1 on the

rel ease of wonmen and children taken hostage in arned conflicts and inprisoned.

4. The Secretary-General, in his report on the inplenmentation of the outcone
of the Conference (A/51/322), noted the understanding of the Secretariat that
the report requested in General Assenbly resolution 50/203 woul d be provided on
arolling basis. Wile briefly summarizing results from previ ous

i ntergovernnental neetings, new naterial would be added to each report.
Therefore, the three separate reports to be submtted in the course of a year to
the three-tiered intergovernnmental mechani smunder the broader heading of
followup to the Fourth Wrld Conference on Wonen and nai nstream ng of a gender
perspective woul d be self-standing. The conplete picture of relevant

i ntergovernnental, national-level and United Nations systemactivities taking
pl ace over a year, however, can be obtained only by consulting all three
reports.

5. A particular effort was to be made in those reports to provide information
that was nost pertinent to the respective intergovernnmental body in order to
facilitate i ntergovernnental decision-nmaking. Thus, the reports to the

Commi ssion on the Status of Wnmen woul d enphasi ze ef forts undertaken by the
secretariat of the Comm ssion in support of nmainstream ng a gender perspective
and other followup activities. They would also cover inter-agency activities
and provi de an overview of national action and action by civil society. Bearing
in mnd the need for integrated reporting, information requested under |ong-
standi ng mandates or particular resolutions would be incorporated into those
reports.
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6. The enphasis of the reports to the Econom ¢ and Social Council would be on
facilitating the coordination function of the Council. Thus, they would focus
on activities in the area of the advancenent of women and gender mai nstreamn ng
by ot her bodies reporting to the Council, as well as at the inter-agency |evel

with a view to supporting the Council's responsibilities in systemw de
coordination in mainstream ng of a gender perspective, a task requiring the
Council's ongoing and long-termattention. The Conmission secretariat is
assessing opportunities for including an annual thematic focus as well into the
reports to the Council in order to increase their overall useful ness for

i nt ergover nnent al deci si on- maki ng.

7. It is intended that the reports to the Assenbly should contain information
fromall intergovernmental bodies and United Nations systementities not
reporting to the Council, including information from specialized agencies and

international financial institutions. An analysis of activities undertaken at
the national |evel by non-governnental organizations and civil society would

al so be provided. The reports would contain a section on neans of

i mpl ementation at all |evels, including human and resource needs. To the extent
possi bl e and practical, reports required under specific resolutions would al so
be i ncl uded.

. PROGRESS IN THE FOLLONM UP TO THE FOURTH WORLD CONFERENCE
ON WOMEN AND | N MAI NSTREAM NG A GENDER PERSPECTI VE W THI N
THE UNI TED NATI ONS SYSTEM

A. Ceneral Assenbly and Econonic and Soci al Counci

1. Results of the fifty-first session of the General Assenbly

8. The report of the Secretary-General on the inplenentation of the outcone of
the Fourth Wirl d Conference on Wnen (A/51/322) contained a section on

mai nst ream ng a gender perspective. The report outlined the inplications of
gender factors for research, analysis, programme and policy devel oprent, and
deci si on- maki ng, and proposed a series of steps to mainstream a gender
perspective. Noting that considerabl e experience already existed in certain
areas of United Nations systemactivities, the report concluded that further
steps were necessary to strengthen the conceptual basis for the systemw de

mai nst ream ng of a gender perspective and its practical inplications and
requirenents.

9. The report was in general favourably received, and the Secretary-CGenera
was invited to focus on the practical inplications of nainstream ng a gender
perspective. Accordingly, inits resolution 51/69 of 12 Decenber 1996, the
General Assenbly nmade a nunber of references to mainstream ng by different
actors, including by States and the United Nations system and in different
areas, including the human rights of wonen. |In particular, the Assenbly

wel coned the contribution of the report of the Secretary-General to translating
the concept of mainstream ng into practical action, including the ongoing work
to devel op methodol ogies to facilitate the application of a gender perspective
into all policies and programmes throughout the United Nations system
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2. Substantive session of 1997 of the Econom c and
Social Council: coordination segment
10. In General Assenbly resolution 50/203, the Econonmic and Social Council was

invited to devote one high-1evel segnent, one coordi nati on segnment and one
operational activities segment to the advancenent of women and the

i npl enentation of the Beijing Declaration and Platformfor Action. Accordingly,
inits decision 1996/310, the Council decided to consider, at its coordination
segnent in 1997, the cross-sectoral thene "Mainstream ng of gender perspectives
into all policies and programmes in the United Nations systent

11. In anticipation of that decision, the first steps for preparing the report
of the Secretary-CGeneral on the issue were taken at the first session of the

I nter-Agency Conmittee on Woren and Gender Equality (New York, 22 and

23 Cctober 1996). A background paper on nminstreamnm ng and coordination,
prepared by the Division for the Advancenent of Wnen of the United Nations
Secretariat, in collaboration with the United Nati ons Devel opment Programme
(UNDP), the United Nations Popul ation Fund (UNFPA), the United Nations
Children's Fund (UNICEF) and the United Nations Devel opnent Fund for Wonen
(UNIFEM), served as the basis for discussion. The Conmittee agreed on the need
to further clarify the systemw de inplications for mainstream ng

12. The prelimnary outline of the report of the Secretary-Ceneral for the
coordi nati on segnment of the Council's substantive session of 1997 covers:

(a) darification of the concept of nminstream ng a gender perspective:
qualitative change from Nairobi to Beijing

(b) Concise overview of intergovernmental actions taken since the Fourth
Wirl d Conference on Wnen to nmai nstream a system w de gender perspective
towards a conprehensive approach to nmai nstreamnm ng a gender perspective at the
i ntergovernnental |evel

(c) Institutional requirements for mainstream ng a gender perspective,
including policies, institutional cultures, incentive systens, operating
procedures and gender training:

(i) At the intra-institutional level: admnistrative instructions,
programe budgets, gender training etc.

(ii) At the ad hoc inter-institutional level: paraneters for |essons
| ear ned;

(iti) Inthe integrated followup to all United Nations conferences;

(iv) At the fornmal inter-agency level, in particular through the ACC
I nter-Agency Committee on Wonen and Gender Equality;

(e) Resource allocation for nainstream ng: the need for a common base for
the quantification of financial allocations;

(f) Assessnment and proposals for further action
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13. The Joint Consultative Goup on Policy (JCG) Wnen in Devel opnent (W D)
Subgroup is preparing three di scussion papers for the second session of the
Inter-Agency Comm ttee on Wnen and Gender Equality, covering three aspects of
mai nstream ng: indicators, paraneters for evaluating best practices, and policy
enforcenent and accountability. Al entities of the United Nations system were
invited to contribute to the preparation of those papers; together with a
background paper on nmainstreamnm ng and coordi nati on and additional information on
specific questions that is being gathered in accordance with the prelimnary
outline given above, those papers will formthe analytical core of the above-
nentioned report.

14. A prelimnary draft of the report will be reviewed at the second session of
the Conmttee, in March 1997, and gui dance is expected for the finalization of
the report.

15. Any coments that the Commi ssion as a whole or individual nmenbers in their
statenents may make on the issue of nminstream ng would provide val uabl e i nput
into the preparations of the report for the Econom c and Social Council.

B. Activities in support of mminstream ng a gender perspective
into the work of the United Nations system

16. Since the fortieth session of the Commi ssion on the Status of Wnen, steps
taken in support of inplenentation of the Platformfor Action included a nunber
of initiatives undertaken by the Division for the Advancenent of Wrnen of the
United Nations Secretariat in support of mainstream ng a gender perspective.

17. Foll owi ng the endorsenent by the Econom c and Social Council, inits
resol uti on 1996/ 34 of 25 July 1996, of the systemw de nediumtermplan for the
advancenent of wonen, 1996-2001, the Under-Secretary-Ceneral for Policy

Coordi nati on and Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent and the Director of the Division for

t he Advancenent of Wnen of the United Nations Secretariat inforned United
Nations entities of the endorsenment, in particular the comments made on the plan
by the Commi ssion on the Status of Wonen in its resolution 40/10 and the annex
thereto, and the concl usions and recomendati ons of the Committee for Programe
and Coordination (CPC). It will be recalled that the Conm ssi on had comented
inter alia, that the United Nations Secretariat as a whol e shoul d undert ake
activities in the critical areas of concern, and it identified a nunber of
Secretariat entities not included in the activities reflected in the plan.?

CPC agreed to ensure, in its examnation of the plan for the period 1998-2001,
that the mainstream ng of a gender perspective was reflected in its individua
pr ogr ames.

18. The above-nenti oned comuni cati on by the Departnent/Division to the United
Nations entities noted that the coments of the Comn ssion required carefu

consi deration, and would need to be clearly accounted for in the conprehensive
md-termreview of the plan in 1998. It was noted that the Secretary-Cenera

had been requested to ensure the mainstrean ng of a system w de gender
perspective in all United Nations activities, including in decision-making as
part of the accountability of senior managers. The need for ongoing support and
commitnent to that task was enphasi zed.
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19. In order to support efforts by a nunber of entities to mainstream a gender
perspective, the Division for the Advancenent of Wnen initiated a series of
meetings with the Ofice of Legal Affairs, the Departnment of Political Affairs
and the Departnment of Peacekeeping Operations of the United Nations Secretariat.
During those neetings, the concept and practical inplications of nainstream ng
were di scussed. Possible areas were identified within the work programmes of

t hose departnments that would seemto | end thensel ves nost readily to

mai nstream ng efforts, including in their proposed progranme budget for

1998- 1999.

20. The Departnent of Political Affairs subsequently identified a nunber of
steps that could be taken to ensure participation in the inplenentation of the
Platformfor Action, and to pronpte nmainstreaming within the Departnment's areas
of responsibilities, including the organization, in collaboration with the
Division for the Advancenent of Wnen, of workshops and sem nars for its staff
nenbers. Existing collaboration between the Division for the Advancenent of
Wnen and the El ectoral Assistance Division of the Departnent of Politica
Affairs on conpilation of data di saggregated by sex and gender i nmpact
assessnents i s being strengthened.

21. At the invitation of the Departnment of Peacekeeping Qperations, senior
staff of that Departnment were briefed by the Director of the Division for the
Advancenent of Wonen on the requirenents for mainstream ng. Although
difficulties were acknow edged in achieving certain goals, in particular the
nuneri cal goal s of gender bal ance in peacekeeping m ssions, the inportance of
pursuing mainstreamng in the programmatic and policy orientations of the
Departnent and its operations was enphasized. |n a prelimnary manner, ideas
for conducting an analysis of one or several existing peacekeeping operations
froma gender perspective were discussed with a view to devel oping a framework
for mainstreaming in the operations of that Departnent.

22. There has been a noticeable increase in the nunber of requests to provide
i nput and coments froma gender perspective to reports fromdifferent
departnents of the United Nations Secretariat, including the Departnment for
Pol i cy Coordination and Sustai nabl e Devel opnent. Notably, the Division
contributed to the Departnment's work in the area of poverty eradication, and is
supporting preparations for the fifth session of the Conm ssion on Sustainabl e
Devel opnent and the special session of the General Assenbly to review and
apprai se the inplenentation of Agenda 21 in order to integrate a gender
perspective into those processes.

23. Sinmlarly, in preparation for the United Nati ons Conference on Human
Settlenents (Habitat I11), a paper on gender aspects of Habitat Il was prepared
by the Division, which was made avail able at the Conference; the paper addressed
the incorporation of the results of the Fourth Wrld Conference on Winen into
the Habitat Agenda. The Division renmains actively involved in the followup to
Habitat 11, with a special focus on nmainstreanming. A paper was prepared for the
Wirld Food Sunmt, focusing on the gender aspects of |and ownership

24, Anong activities jointly executed by several entities, cooperation
continued anong the Division for the Advancenment of Wnen, UN FEM and the
International Research and Training Institute for the Advancenent of Wnen



E/ CN. 6/ 1997/ 2
Engl i sh
Page 8

(I NSTRAW in the devel opment of WonenWatch, a United Nations Internet site on

t he advancenent and enpowernent of wonmen. The site will facilitate gl oba

i nformati on exchange for nonitoring the inplenmentation of the Platformfor
Action through the use of conputer networking technology. It is expected to be
| aunched in March 1997, and will be accessible via the Wrld Wde Wb, a gopher
site and electronic mail. Although partial funding from extrabudgetary
resources has been allocated, additional resources will be needed to inplenent
the project. Phase one of the project will ink the Web pages of the Division
for the Advancement of Wonmen, UNIFEM and | NSTRAW It will contain archiva

i nformation on the Fourth Wrld Conference on Wonen and ot her recent gl oba
United Nations conferences, providing a single on-line source for key

i nfformation and data on gl obal wonen's issues, and will be |inked with other
relevant sites on the Internet. 1In a later phase, it is hoped that

non- governmental organi zati ons and other United Nations entities will beconme
active partners in the expansi on of WonmenWatch. A training conponent is
included in the project. |In that regard, a sem nar on information technol ogy
was held in January 1997 in Peru. Training on the use of electronic networking
t echnol ogy, which was provided by the Division at that sem nar on a pilot basis,
wi Il be devel oped for use el sewhere.

C. ACC Inter-Agency Committee on Wonen and Gender Equality

25. Following the decision of ACC, at its first regular session of 1996

(Nai robi, 28 and 29 April 1996), to establish the ACC Inter-Agency Comrittee on

Wbrren and Gender Equality, the first session of the Committee was held on 22 and
23 Cctober 1996 at United Nations Headquarters, New York. It was chaired by the
Seni or Adviser to the Secretary-CGeneral on Gender |ssues on behalf of the United
Nations. The Division for the Advancenent of Wnen serves as the secretariat of
the Conmittee.

26. The Committee's terns of reference, as adopted by ACC, entrust the
Committee with cooperation and coordination of United nations systemw de
efforts to inplement the Platformfor Action adopted at the Fourth Wrld
Conference on Wnen, as well as gender-rel ated recomendati ons emanating from
recent United Nations conferences within the purview of the system The
Committee is also entrusted with supporting the mai nstream ng of a gender
perspective in the work of the United Nations system

27. The Conmttee is expected to draft an advocacy or mission statenent for the
United Nations systemon the advancenent and enpowernent of women and gender

mai nstream ng, for adoption by ACC. The statenment will identify performance

i ndi cators, nechanisns for accountability and best practices, and will devel op
practical tools and approaches for nainstream ng and for nonitoring and

i mpl ementing the Platformfor Action and the systemw de nediumtermplan for

t he advancenent of wonen, 1996-2001

28. Following its initial discussion, the Conmttee noted that nmainstream ng
was a responsibility of the United Nations systemas a whole and of all staff in
all policy and programme areas and in deci sion-naking, and that responsibility
for mainstreaming started at the highest level. The Conmttee agreed that it
woul d follow carefully and woul d nonitor regularly progress made throughout the

l...
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United Nations systemin incorporating a gender perspective in institutiona
structures, and in policies and progranmng. It also enphasized the need for
the inter-agency task forces set up by ACC for integrated Conference foll ow up
to fully reflect a gender perspective in their work, including at the country

level. It called on ACC to underline the inportance of integrating a gender
perspective in the work of the task forces and in subsequent activities on
integrated foll owup to global conferences. Miinstreaming will be an ongoi ng

concern of the Commttee.

29. The Conmittee put in place a short-termand a |ong-term programe of work.
Anong the short-termareas of work are the following: interaction with ACC

i nter-agency task forces on conference foll ow up; indicators, evaluation of best
practices, and accountability; and gender balance in the United Nations system
Anong the long-termareas of work are: indicators; interaction with ACC

nmachi nery; and issue-specific concerns. For exanple, the Commttee decided to
review the issues of women in the peace process, wonmen in conflict resolution
and vi ol ence agai nst wonen in March 1997. At subsequent sessions, it wll

di scuss gender training and the inplenentation of the systemw de medi umterm

pl an for the advancenent of wonen, 1996-2001, anong ot her issues.

30. The second session of the Inter-Agency Commttee on Wonen and Gender
Equality will take place on 5 and 6 March 1997 in New York. An oral report on
the results of that session will be before the Conm ssion

D. Joint work plan of the Division for the Advancenent of Wnen
and the Centre for Human Rights of the United Nations
Secretari at

31. Inits resolution 39/5, the Comnmi ssion on the Status of Wmen requested the
Secretary-CGeneral to prepare annually a joint work plan for the Centre for Human
Ri ghts and the Division for the Advancenent of Wnen, which would help to
facilitate the mminstream ng of wonen's human rights, and to informthe

Conmmi ssion on the Status of Wnen and the Conm ssion on Human Rights of the plan
at their annual sessions.

1. Assessment of the inplenentation of the current work plan

32. In inplementing the joint work plan (see E/ CN. 6/1996/13), the systematic
exchange of information between the Division and the Centre, including in
nmeeti ngs between the Assistant Secretary-Ceneral for Human Rights and the
Director of the Division for the Advancenent of Wnen, continued and was
expanded in the course of 1996

33. The Division for the Advancenent of Wnen and the Centre for Human Ri ghts
cooperated closely during the first session of the open-ended working group on
the el aboration of a draft optional protocol to the Convention on the
Elimnation of All Forns of Discrinination agai nst Wonen, held during the
fortieth session of the Comm ssion on the Status of Wonen in March 1996. The
Centre al so provided comrents and information for the report of the Secretary-
General on a conparative summary of existing comunications and inquiry
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procedures and practices under international human rights instruments and under
the Charter of the United Nations (E/ CN. 6/1997/4). The Division provided
witten informati on on the work undertaken at the first session of the open-
ended wor ki ng group of the Conmission to the Conmttee on Econom ¢, Social and
Cultural Rights in its elaboration of a proposal for an optional protocol to the
I nternational Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural R ghts. The Division
was represented at the fifteenth session of the Conmttee during discussion of
the draft protocol to the Covenant.

34. In order to strengthen the cooperation and |inks between the Conmttee on
the Elimnation of Discrimnation agai nst Whnen and ot her human rights treaty
bodi es, the exchange of information between the Division and the Centre
regarding the work of the human rights treaty bodies serviced by them occurred
on a regular basis, and included the provision of information to the experts on
the work of other treaty bodies. Regular exchange of cal endars of events took
place to facilitate that coordination. The Division participated in the seventh
neeting of persons chairing human rights treaty bodies in Septenber 1996. It

al so participated in a neeting convened by the Anerican Association for the
Advancenent of Science in October 1996, which prepared a background paper
concerning the revision of reporting guidelines to ensure greater gender
sensitivity in reporting under the International Covenant on Econom c, Soci al
and Cultural R ghts. That paper was subnitted to the Conmttee on Economi c,
Social and Cultural Rights at its fifteenth session in Novenber. The Division
provi ded support to the Chairperson and nenbers of the Conmttee in attending
the joint neeting with the Committee on the Rights of the Child at Cairo in
Novenber 1996, and it joined with UNICEF and the O fice of the United Nations
H gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights in sponsoring a dial ogue between the

chai rpersons of the two Commttees on 12 Decenber 1996 at United Nations
Headquarters.

35. The Centre made significant inputs into the preparation of a report for the
Committee on ways and neans, which exam nes the working nethods of various
treaty bodies with a view to enhancing the work of the Comttee

( CEDAW C/ 1997/ 5) .

36. The Division provided input into the work of the Special Rapporteur on

vi ol ence agai nst wonen and the Speci al Rapporteur on the sale of children. The
Speci al Rapporteur on viol ence agai nst wonen contributed a paper to an expert
group neeting on viol ence agai nst wonen migrant workers, which was hel d at
Manila from27 to 31 May 1996.

37. The Division for the Advancenent of Wnen has endeavoured to support the

integration of a gender perspective into the work of the United Nations system
with regard to the human rights dimension of the human i munodefi ci ency

vi rus/ acqui red i munodeficiency syndrone (HHV/AIDS). That work will conti nue,
especially through the Division's participation in the devel opment of human

ri ghts guidelines and by encouragi ng contributions by the Joint United Nations
Programme on HHV/ AIDS to the work of the Committee on the Elimnation of

Di scrim nation agai nst \Wnen.

38. The Division, together with the Ofice of the United Nations High
Commi ssioner for Human Ri ghts and UNFPA, convened the first neeting ever of



E/ CN. 6/ 1997/ 2
Engl i sh
Page 11

menbers of all human rights treaty bodies to discuss an i ssue of common concern
The round table, conprising menbers of treaty bodies and representatives of
United Nations entities and non-governnental organizations and held at den
Cove, New York, from9 to 11 Decenber 1996, allowed for an exchange of views on
human ri ghts approaches to wonen's health in the work of all human rights treaty
bodies, with a focus on reproductive and sexual rights.

39. The Division and the Centre were both represented at a neeting on wonen's
heal th and reproductive rights (Toronto, 26-29 Septenber 1996), convened by the
Comonweal t h Medi cal Association as followup to the Fourth Wirld Conference on
Wnen and the International Conference on Popul ati on and Devel opment. The
neeting provided an opportunity to highlight the work of the Committee on the
El i m nation of Discrimnation agai nst Wonen under article 12 of the Convention

2. Joint work plan for 1997

40. During 1997, the cooperation between the Division and the Centre on the
wor k of and cooperation anong the treaty bodies, the el aboration of optiona
protocol s and special rapporteurs will be further consolidated. The Ofice of
the United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights/Centre for Human Ri ghts
and the Division for the Advancenent of Wnen will continue to systematically
exchange i nformati on about the work of each human rights nechani smfor which

t hey provide substantive servicing. Briefing notes will be exchanged, in
particul ar on the outcone of the sessions of treaty bodies. There will also be
a nunber of targeted activities that are expected to support the mainstreamn ng
of a gender perspective in all human rights activities inplenented by the Centre
for Human Rights. Modst notably, a joint project on the integration of a gender
perspective into technical cooperation practices and procedures will becone
operational in 1997

41. The Division will prepare a background paper on the rel evance of gender in
the enjoynment of rights covered by the International Covenant on Cvil and
Political Rights, as an input to the elaboration of a new general coment on
article 3 by the Human Rights Conmittee for its forthcom ng session, in

March 1997. It will also provide input to the work on a general conmment on the
right to health by the Comm ttee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, and
will continue to contribute to the Conmttee's revision of its reporting

gui delines so that they reflect a gender perspective. The Division will provide
a sel ected nunber of briefs on the status of wonen in countries whose reports
are consi dered by treaty bodies.

42. The Division will provide information relevant to the el aboration of
concl udi ng observations/coments of the other treaty bodies, ensuring that the
concl udi ng comments of CEDAWare i medi ately available to the other treaty

bodi es, and al so that rel evant concl uding coments are available to thematic and
country-specific rapporteurs.

43. The Division will provide the Centre with targeted inputs to the work of

t he Subconmi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities,
which will include the establishment of direct contact with the experts
entrusted with the preparation of studies on systematic rape and sexual slavery

l...
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during periods of arned conflict, and on human rights and i nconme distribution
The Division will also provide information on the status of wonen to
country-specific rapporteurs. 1In addition, the H gh Comm ssioner/Centre for
Human Ri ghts and the Division for the Advancenent of Wnen wi |l coordinate their
activities and exchange information in connection with the follow ng mandat es
for which they are respectively responsible: (a) the Special Representative of
the Secretary-General on armed conflict and children, and (b) reports on the

rel ease of women and children taken hostage in arned conflicts and inprisoned.

44, Cooperation between the Division and the Centre will be expanded and
strengt hened as they develop and maintain their respective Internet sites. The
Centre's Wb site already incorporates a nunber of the reports of the Committee
on the Elimnation of Discrimnation against Wonen. A link will be established
fromthe Centre's site to the Division's CEDAWsite, and vice versa, to provide
for fast electronic cross-referencing.

45. The Division will contribute to the inplenentation of the recommendati ons
of the above-nentioned round table of human rights treaty bodi es on human rights
approaches to wonmen's health, which was held at den Cove in Decenber 1996. One
of the priority actions energing fromthe round table is the preparation of a
resource book on human rights to be used for training staff nenbers of bodies of
the United Nations in the field of human rights. It will be prepared jointly by
the Division, the Centre for Human Ri ghts and UNFPA.

46. Based on preparatory work that comenced in late 1996, a global project was
el abor at ed and subsequently endorsed by the Board of Trustees of the Voluntary
Fund for Technical Cooperation in the Field of Human Ri ghts, in Novenber 1996
The project, inplenentation of which is expected to commence in the first
quarter of 1997, ains to facilitate the integration of a gender perspective into
all aspects of technical cooperation practices and procedures, fromthe needs
assessnent and project formul ation phases to nonitoring and eval uation. The
project will be inplemented and funded by the Centre for Human Rights, with the
Di vision contributing gender expertise and advice in the various stages of the
project's inplenmentation.

47. In the nmeantine, the Ofice of the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for
Human Ri ghts/Centre for Human Rights will continue to seek the assistance and
expertise of the Division for the Advancenent of Wonen for specific technica
cooperation initiatives, including, as appropriate, needs assessnent and project
formulation mssions. The Division will also continue to participate in

trai ning courses on reporting under human rights treaties organized by the
Centre, as well as other ad hoc activities, such as national workshops on the
Convention on the Elimnation of All Fornms of Discrimnation against Wnen. The
Centre and the Division will also work together to nobilize extrabudgetary
resources to permt the organization of simlar initiatives, including training
courses that seek to sensitize wonen and nen to the rights to which wonen are
entitled under international |aw.
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E. Followup by Governments: national strategies
or action plans
48. In the Platformfor Action, Governnments have made a conmitrment with regard
to institutional arrangenents for the inplenentation of the Platformat the
national level. The inportance of effective national machinery is stressed in

par agraph 296. Paragraph 297 calls for the preparation of inplenmentation
strategies or plans of action by the end of 1996. Particul ar enphasis is placed
on their conprehensiveness, the provision of tinme-bound targets and benchmarks
for nmonitoring, and resource allocation or reallocation for inplenentation. The
rol e of non-governnental organizations in such processes is noted in

par agraph 298. The Platform al so suggests inproving the role of the United
Nations resident coordinator systemto take full account of the Platformfor
Action (para. 341).

49. The Ceneral Assenbly, in its resolution 51/69 of 12 Decenber 1996, wel coned
t he progress made by Governments in devel opi ng conprehensive inpl ementation
strategi es or plans of action, including tine-bound targets and benchmarks for
nonitoring. It also urged all Governnents that have not yet done so to
undertake efforts in that regard in order to fully inplenent the Platform

50. In a note verbale of 13 May 1996, the Secretary-General invited all Menber
States to provide the Secretariat with copies of their national inplenmentation
strategi es or plans of action as soon as they are conpleted. As recomended in
Econom ¢ and Social Council resolution 1996/6, those national action plans wll
serve as a basis for the preparation of a synthesized report on inplenmentation
pl ans of Governnents and the United Nations system which will be submtted to
the Conm ssion on the Status of Wnen at its forty-second session, in 1998.

51. As of 15 January 1997, 25 nenber States have conplied with this request.
Several others have infornmed the Comm ssion secretariat that such information
will be forthcomng. Although a |imted nunber of national plans of action have
been made available to the secretariat, the discussion at the fifty-first
session of the General Assenbly enphasized that a significant nunber of Menber
St at es have undertaken steps in inplenmenting the Platform and that nmany
Governnents are either in the process of preparing their national strategies or
action plans or have already done so.

52. Based on a prelimnary analysis of the national plans received to date, the
foll owi ng general trends can be identified. In addition to conpleted plans, a
few of the replies received in response to the note verbale either provided a
draft of a national plan or preview of a plan under preparation, or indicated
that the preparatory process woul d be concluded within a certain period of tine.
The status at the national |evel of a few plans received was unclear (i.e.

whet her the plan had been adopted or endorsed by the Governnment, whether it had
been brought to the attention of Parlianment, whether it had been pronul gated by
decree, or a simlar action). In such instances, it was not fully apparent how
the process of inplenmentation of the plan would proceed. In sone cases, a plan
had been prepared by the national machinery for the advancerment of wonen wi t hout
any indication of its subsequent adoption by the Governnent. |n sone cases, the
i mpl ementation of the Platformis subsumed under existing action plans for the
advancenent of wonmen, or will be incorporated into the next nediumterm
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devel opnent plan. Information was al so provided on activities already
i mpl enent ed.

53. Many of the plans indicated that the Platformfor Action had been given
wide publicity in the country, had been translated or summarized into the
nati onal |anguage, or had been dissem nated by the Governnment or by

non- gover nent al organi zati ons.

54. In a nunber of countries, a special body or coordinating conmttee has been
set up to guide followup. Several plans indicated that there would be a
strengt hening of institutional mechanisns, in particular of national machinery.
Many of the plans have been prepared in a cooperative effort between the

nati onal machi nery, Governnment ministries and other governmental entities at the
national /1 ocal |evel, non-governnental organizations and actors of civi

soci ety. Many of the plans state that, although the national machinery wll
assume a coordinating and nonitoring role, individual mnistries are responsible
for incorporating relevant followup to the Platforminto their sectora
programes. Sone state specifically that mainstream ng of a gender perspective
into all policies and programmes is to receive priority attention.

55. Few plans cover all critical areas of concern; instead, nobst focus on a
sel ected nunber of areas or issues, sonetines choosing priorities anbng those.
Areas nost often covered are poverty, participation in decision-making,
education, econony, health, violence and human rights. Few plans provide

speci fic benchmarks or targets, or time-franmes for inplenmentation. Most
comonl y, benchmarks are given in the area of education and health, such as the
reduction of female illiteracy by a certain percentage by a certain date.
Several plans indicate that resources for followup to the Platformwi Il be

i ncreased, or that such resources will be sought in future national budgets.

56. Most plans provide for a conmbination of |egislative actions, including the
reformof discrimnatory |egislation, with policy and programe neasures, as
wel | as targeted projects in specific sectors for particular groups of wonen or
in particular geographic areas. Plans include the ratification of the
Convention on the Elimnation of All Fornms of Discrimnation against Wnen or
the withdrawal of reservations to the Convention

57. The inportance of integrated followup to all United Nations conferences
was nentioned. It was also stated that a particular enphasis would be placed on
followup to the Fourth World Conference on Wonen in bilateral and nultilatera
devel opnent cooperation. As nost of the plans received had been prepared before
t he Subregional Conference of Senior Governnental Experts held at Bucharest

devel oped a nodel national action plan, the influence of that neeting renains
sonmewhat linmted to date.?

58. Accordingly, the Comm ssion secretariat reiterates its invitation to all
Governments to provide it with their conpleted national action plans.

Simlarly, the secretariat would wel cone receiving brief progress reports on the
status of plans, their inplementation or any other additional information that

m ght be available in conjunction with the national inplenmentation process. Any
conpl eted national plans should be made available to the secretariat no |ater
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than 30 May 1997 in order to serve as input for the preparation of the
synt hesi zed report for 1998.

59. The Conmi ssion secretariat also wishes to recall that the Directory of
National Machinery for the Advancenent of Wnen is being updated. To that end,
a questionnaire has been sent to all Governnents inviting themto return the
conpl eted questionnaires by 15 Cctober 1996; the deadli ne was subsequently
extended to 2 Decenmber 1996. To date, the secretariat has received nore than
70 replies. |In order to ensure that conprehensive infornmation will be included
in the Directory, all Governnents are urged to return the conpl eted
guestionnaires no |later than 21 March 1997.

F. Reported foll owup by non-governnental organizations

60. Since the npst recent report of the Secretary-CGeneral on the inplenmentation
of the outcone of the Fourth Wrld Conference on Wnen (A/51/322), a nunber of
events under the auspices of non-governnental organizations have occurred. For
exanple, in the United Kingdomof Geat Britain and Northern Ireland, an

i nternational conference on viol ence, abuse and wonen's citizenship was convened
at Brighton by a consortium of non-governnental organizations from10 to

15 Novenber 1996. A national conference for young girls was organized at UN CEF
headquarters, New York, by the United States National Young Grls Coalition on

3 and 4 January 1997. An international conference on elimnating poverty in old
age was organi zed from 12 to 14 Decenber 1996 in Malta by the Internationa
Institute on Ageing. An international conference on the Asia Pacific Econonic
Council was held on 15 and 16 Novenber at Manila as a parallel forumduring the
Asi a- Paci fi ¢ Econom ¢ Cooperation Summit.

61. The Inter-Parlianmentary Union will hold an international synposium at New
Del hi from 14 to 18 February 1997 on the thene "Towards partnership between nen
and wonen in politics". |In cooperation with Wonen's World Banki ng and t he
Granmeen Bank, the World Bank, G tibank and UNDP will hold a mcrocredit sunmmt
at Washington, D.C., from2 to 4 February 1997, with a nmajor focus on credit for
wonmen. The Friedrich Ebert Foundation, in cooperation with the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Oganization, will hold an internationa
sem nar on pronoting the enpowernent of wonen through adult |earning at Bangkok
from?24 to 28 February 1997

1. REPORTS PREPARED | N ACCORDANCE W TH SPECI FI C MANDATES

A, Situation of Palestinian wonen and assi st ance provi ded
by the organi zations of the United Nations system

62. The Econonmic and Social Council, in its resolution 1996/5 on Pal estinian
worren, requested the Secretary-Ceneral to continue to review the situation and
to assist Palestinian wonen by all avail able nmeans, and to subnmit to the

Conmmi ssion, at its forty-first session, a report on the progress nade in the

i npl enentati on of the resolution
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63. The Comm ssion on the Status of Wnen, in accordance w th paragraph 260 of
the Nairobi Forward-|ooking Strategies for the Advancenent of Wnen, ® has
continued to nonitor the situation of Palestinian wonen and children. The
Fourth World Conference on Wnen added a new di nension to that reporting when it
endorsed the inportance of integrating a gender perspective in all policies and
programes of the agencies and bodies of the United Nations system Wth regard
to the situation of and assistance to Pal estinian wonmen, the mainstreanm ng of a
gender perspective would ensure that all actors involved in the nonitoring of
respect for human rights or in providing assistance to the Pal estinian peopl e

wi |l take a gender dinension into account when fulfilling their nandates or

desi gning and i npl enenting their programes.

64. Recent social and econom c devel opnents that occurred in 1996 and that had
a particular gender inpact are described below. Enphasis is placed on sel ected
new devel opnents and trends that have not been reported previously (see

E/ CN. 6/ 1995/ 8 and E/ CN. 6/ 1996/ 8).

1. Situation of Palestinian wonen

65. Wen reviewi ng the econom c and social situation of Pal estinian women and
respect for human rights throughout 1996, the conditions of Palestinian wonen
living in the Palestinian self-rule areas and in the occupied territories remain
of particular concern. Life in the self-rule areas has continued to be affected
by measures undertaken by the Israeli authorities, including various mlitary
and econom ¢ measures, that have had an inpact on social and economc

devel opnent. The West Bank and Gaza Strip were entirely seal ed on severa
occasions in the wake of suicide bonb attacks in Israel, thus preventing workers
with valid permts fromentering |Israel and East Jerusalem The econony remains
dominated by the detrinmental inmpact of the occupation, in particular the | abour
mar ket i nbal ance (see UNCTAD/ ECDC/ SEV/ 12). As a result of the |oss of
enploynment in Israel and a decline in the trade fl ow caused by frequent and
long-termcl osures, the real gross national product in the West Bank and Gaza
Strip declined 22.7 per cent between 1992 and 1996. The unenpl oynent rate

i ncreased and incone | evels dropped. By mid-1996, the average unenpl oynent rate
was 29.2 per cent in the Wst Bank and Gaza Strip, nearly 60 per cent higher
than at the end of 1995. The unenpl oynent rate has been magnified by the effect
of high population growh rates and the | arge nunber of young people entering
the | abour market every year. Since 1995, real wages have fallen about

20 per cent.* The drop in household inconme was partly conpensated by
remttances from Pal estini ans abroad and by draw ng on resources, such as

savi ngs.

66. The economic situation in the Wst Bank and the Gaza Strip has exacerbat ed
the hardship of many famlies, in particular households with | ow i ncones or

t hose headed by fermales. It is accepted that econonic distortions tend to

af fect the poorest groups in society nost. OasMng to their econom c and | ega
status, wormen are affected nmore severely than nen.® It was estimated that 40 to
42 per cent of the Arab residents of Jerusalem for exanple, live belowthe
poverty line (see A/51/99/Add.1). Wnen and children, especially fenal e-headed
househol ds, are particularly exposed to poverty.
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67. The econom c pressure caused by the inability of the nmale i ncone-earner to
provi de adequately for the household and the high unenpl oynent rates anmong nen
have caused wonmen and children to start | ooking for work to maintain famly
living levels. There is a reported increase of 8.5 per cent in the nunber of
wonmen in the paid | abour force in 1996, whereas the nal e | abour force grew by
only 5.1 per cent over the sanme period. A survey also found a participation
rate as high as 11.5 per cent for children, nmainly boys, in the |abour force, a
rate that is even higher than that of wonen. The hi ghest concentration of
female | abour is in the agriculture sector, in which 35 per cent of wormen work
for | ow wages and wi th unfavourabl e working conditions. However, there is also
a high concentration of female workers (32.5 per cent of all workers) in
relatively well-paid professional, technical and clerical positions. It is
possi bl e that wonen's increased participation in the formal |abour market will
becone a new trend in Pal estinian econom ¢ and soci al devel opnent that therefore
needs to be taken into account.?®

68. During the period under review, fundamental freedons, including the freedom
of nmovenent, education, religion and expression, have been affected by various
measures |inked to occupation. Forms of collective punishnent, such as the
demolition or sealing of houses and roons, inposition of curfews and the sealing
of f or closing of areas have been frequently reported, nostly in retaliation for
attacks by suicide bombers (see A/51/99 and Add.1, 2 and 3). Al popul ation
groups are affected by such neasures, but sone target wonen in particular. For
exanpl e, since nmany Pal estinian woren work in the agricultural sector they are
particularly affected by the | and seizure, |oss of water utilization and other
econom ¢ and soci al repercussions of Israeli settlenent (see A/51/135).

69. Another punishnent that affects wonen was the confiscation of the identity
cards of wives of Jerusalemresidents who |ive abroad, and who under I|sraeli |aw
lose their identity card if they |leave the city for nore than seven years (see
A/ 51/99/ Add. 1, para. 215). G vilians have been exposed to harassment and

physical ill-treatnment. Palestinians, including wonen in |abour, have been
reported to be denied access to nedical treatnent in specialized hospitals (see
A/ 51/99/ Add. 1, para. 167). It has also been noted that Pal estinian wonen have

been humiliated and harassed during raids on their hones. There have been
conti nui ng probl ens regardi ng Pal estinian wonen detainees in Israeli prisons who
have not yet been released in accordance with |sraeli-Pal estinian agreenents
(see A/51/99/Add. 1, paras. 322 and 327).

70. The field of education continues to represent a major challenge to the

Pal estinian Authority and the donor conmmunity. Wth population growmh for 1996
expected to be close to 6 per cent, the continuing provision of quality
education for all boys and girls is of concern. |t has been projected that 858
el enentary school s and the sanme nunber of secondary schools woul d need to be
built by the year 2000 to cater for the school -age popul ati on (see

UNCTADY ECDC/ SEV/ 12, table 1V-4). Frequent closures of the self-rule areas in
1996 have again prevented students and teachers fromreaching their schools. As
a result of those and simlar neasures during the Intifadah, which have been
aggravated by conditions of overcrowding and | ack of teaching materials, the
educational achievenents of Pal estinians are jeopardized. Wnen and girls are
being particularly affected, which has contributed to the fact that the
illiteracy rate of Pal estinian wonen remains higher than that of Pal estinian
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men. |In February 1996, the Pal estinian Bureau of Statistics published the

findi ngs of a denographic survey conducted anong 14, 854 households in the Gaza
Strip and the West Bank (not including East Jerusalen). According to the
findings, 16 per cent of all residents aged over 15 were illiterate, with female
illiteracy standing at 24 per cent (see A/51/99/Add. 1, para. 224).

71. According to UNICEF, health conditions and provision of health services in
the West Bank and Gaza Strip remain poor. The inpact on the reproductive health
of Pal estinian wonen is of particular concern. Total fertility rates remain
very high. For exanple, the average estinmated total fertility rate for the
period 1990-1995 in the Gaza Strip was 8.8 children per woman.” Low age at
marriage, short birth intervals and | ack of education are factors responsible
for the poor health of many Pal estinian wonen, in particular refugee women, of
whom many are anaemi cC.

72. 1t should be noted that Pal estinian wonmen maintain a high | evel of
participation in non-governmental organizations and wonen's comnittees.

Progress can be reported on the establishment of national nmachinery for the
advancenent of wonen in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. The Palestinian Authority
has set up an intergovernmental conmittee under the Gender Devel opnent and

Pl anning Directorate of the Mnistry of Planning and International Cooperation
A non-governnental organizations conmittee has been fornmed under the Cenera

Uni on of Pal estinian Wonen.

2. United Nations assistance to Pal estinian wonen

73. In Econom c and Social Council resolution 1996/5, the Council urged

organi zations of the United Nations system anong others, to provide financial
and techni cal assistance to Pal estinian wonmen. During 1995-1996, a nunber of
projects for Pal estinian women were initiated and carried out by the United
Nati ons system and bil ateral donors, in close cooperation with the Pal estinian
Aut hority and non-governnental organizations. In accordance with Genera
Assenbly resolution 50/58 H, entitled "Assistance to the Pal estinian people”, a
coordi nated, integrated and targeted programe was el aborated and i s being

i mpl enent ed under the | eadership of the United Nations Special Coordinator in
the Cccupied Territories (see A/51/171). Activities for wonen have focused
mainly on health and family planning, relief and social services, education and
training, collection of statistics disaggregated by sex, and support for the
nati onal machi nery for the advancenent of wonen, including training on |ega
literacy and the enhancenent of wonen's role in public life.

74. The United Nations Relief and Wrks Agency for Pal estine Refugees in the
Near East (UNRWA) continued to enphasi ze the inprovenent of soci o-econonic
conditions within the Pal estine refugee comunity in its operations. Sone

3.31 mllion Palestinian refugees were registered with UNRM in Jordan, Lebanon
the Syrian Arab Republic, the Wst Bank and the Gaza Strip as of 30 June 1996,
of whom wonen of reproductive age and children bel ow the age of five conprised
two thirds. UNRWA placed special enphasis on maternal and child-health care as
an integral part of its regular programme. UNRWA increased its fam|y-planning
services in the Gaza Strip, offering services in 120 UNRWA health centres in
1996, up from49 in 1992. Atripartite mssion of UNRWA, UNFPA and the
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Pal estinian Authority devel oped in Cctober 1995 a strategic plan and operationa
framework for a wonen's heal th programe, covering reproductive health and
famly planning (see A/ 51/13).

75. Education and vocational training remain a field of major activities for
UNRWA. Sone 49.5 per cent of the total school population and half of the 12,000
teaching staff are femal e, maki ng UNRWA schools one of the first in the Mddle
East to achi eve gender equality. Ei ght vocational and technical training
centres offer a wide range of courses at the post-preparatory and post-secondary
| evel, and have enrolled 1,273 wonmen in the total of 4,624 training places.
Vocational training for wonen has been provided in typical fenmale jobs, such as
cl ot hing production, hairdressing and beauty care. UNRWA seeks to raise the
proportion of wonen trainees by expanding courses nore likely to attract wonen,
such as nursing, conmputer science and business and office practice. Qut of 943
schol arshi ps granted to refugee pupils, 437 or 46.3 per cent were awarded to
womnen.

76. The UNRWA programme for wonen in devel opnent seeks to involve Pal estinian
refugee wonmen in remunerative economc activity. Sone 11,000 woren received
training in the production of goods or managenment of services, together with
basi ¢ business skills. Sonme 1,089 women supporting 8,200 dependants
participated in a solidarity-group | ending progranme that provided credit
ranging from US$ 330 to US$ 8,000 for refugee wormen in mcroenterprises or
working as street vendors. In UNRWA's snal|l-scal e enterprise programe,
offering loans for capital investnent to new and expanding enterprises and
working capital to established enterprises ranging in value fromUS$ 1,000 to
US$ 75,000, 10 per cent of the credits were given to wonen. Through its specia
hardshi p programe, UNRWA provided material and financial aid to refugee
famlies who net the UNRWA criteria of being without a nale adult medically fit
to earn an income and wi thout other financial support sufficient to cover basic
needs, which represented 5.4 per cent of the registered refugee popul ation.

77. The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO gives
assistance to Pal estinian women within the framework of a UNDP-assi sted project
on capacity-building in agricultural policy analysis and planning, which was
formulated in 1995. Gender issues are mainstreaned into the major conponents of
the projects: policy advice, including the preparation of a gender-sensitive
agricultural devel opment strategy; training in policy analysis and pl anning;
institutional support; and agricultural statistics and establishing a database.
O particular significance is the establishnent of the Rural Devel opnent/
Advancenent of Wonen Unit within the Departnent of Agricultural Policies and

Pl anni ng of the Mnistry of Agriculture.

78. The progranme of technical assistance to the Palestinian Authority provided
by the International Labour Organization (ILO is the third largest in the
United Nations system followi ng UNRM and UNDP. The |ILO activities for wonen
have been carried out mainly as conponents of mgjor |ILO programes. The
Training Centre of the International Labour O ganization at Turin has devel oped
a three-year progranmme for the socio-econonic pronotion of Pal estinian wonen,
focusing on the training of wonen for entrepreneurship. The ILO also carried
out a study on gender and critical analysis of Palestinian |aw and practice
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regardi ng wonmen workers, and organized a training course on the pronotion of
worren worker's rights and equality in enploynent.

79. The World Health Organization (WHO has conducted a situation anal ysis of
wonmen's health and devel opment. It assisted the Mnistry of Health and the
coordi nati on of various providers of wonen's health services within and outside
the Mnistry in preparing a strategic national plan on the role of wonen in

heal th and devel opnent. Further areas of priority are primary health care,

| eadership training for nurses and nursing managenent, training on nutrition and
provi sion of inmmunization.

80. UNI CEF supports strategies that pronote basic education for all, health
pronoti on and enpower ment of women in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip.

Priority was given to children in underprivileged comunities, especially in the
rural poor communities in the West Bank and in refugee canps, while building on
the capacity of local institutions to address the needs of those children and
focusing on the girl child. Gender issues were integrated into programm ng and
trai ning programmes. The Pal estinian Authority received technical assistance in
prioritizing issues in wonmen's health. In cooperation with the Pal estinian
Central Bureau of Statistics, UNICEF finalized a multiple indicator cluster
survey to provide reliable data on the situation of Pal estinian wonen and nen
UNI CEF provi ded support for capacity-building to institutions of the Pal estinian
Aut hority, and considered the fornulation of a national programme of action as
an i mredi ate goal so as to ensure political and social nobilization as well as
long-term planning for children, in particular the girl child.

81. The UNDP Programme of Assistance to the Pal estinian Peopl e (UNDP/ PAPP) has
i mpl emented projects to foster and pronote the full participation of Palestinian
wonmen in public life and in all aspects of Pal estinian social and economnc

devel opnent. It has supported Pal estinian wonen's initiatives through an
extensive network of institutions, including the work of the Wnen's Center for
Legal Aid and Counselling on gender sensitive amendnents to |egislation, the

Pal estinian Center for Denbcracy and El ecti ons awar eness-rai si ng canpai gn for
rural wonen, and the work of the Palestinian Coalition for Winen's Health. It
has al so encouraged activities that pronote a positive representati on of wonen
in audio, visual and witten media. Technical assistance and staff training was
provided to several wonen's units within the mnistries of the Palestinian
Authority. In addition, UNDP/PAPP has enabl ed Pal estinian wonen to participate
in the Wman's Cbserver Mssion to the Election in N caragua.

82. UNIFEM through partnership w th non-governnental and governmenta

organi zations, works towards strengthening the role of Palestinian wonmen in the
econony, governance, conflict resolution and peace-building. |In the followup
to the Fourth World Conference on Winen, a project entitled "Post-Beijing

foll owup operation" has been |aunched in April 1996, also involving four other
countries of the Western Asia region (Jordan, Lebanon, Syrian Arab Republi c,
Yenen). UNIFEM s goal is to pronote the inplenentation of the Platformfor
Action and to assist in defining national strategies for the advancenent of
wonmen. It also intends to strengthen working rel ati ons between non-gover nnent al
organi zati ons and CGovernments, and to consolidate coordination and networki ng
anong non- gover nment al organi zati ons at the national, regional and internationa
levels. UNIFEM al so carries out a project for the econom c enpowernment of wonen

l...
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in Gaza, training wonen on how to start their own business and providing
assi stance for access to credit and business counselling services.

83. The World Food Programme (WFP) currently targets 6,600 households in the
Gaza Strip registered by the Mnistry of Social Affairs as hardship cases. The
maj ority of those househol ds are headed by wonen with a | arge nunber of
dependants. WP provi des food assi stance, pays special attention to prinmary
health care, and supports two projects for pregnant wonen, nursing nothers and
pre-school children. The programme distributes food aid as take-honme famly
rations to encourage poor wonen to visit clinics and health centres operated by
| ocal non-governnental organizations.

84. UNFPA activities for Pal estinian women have increased consistently since
1987, when snall-scale maternal and child-health training and research was
started. In 1995, UNFPA hel ped to establish a wonen's centre for reproductive
heal t h services, social assistance, |egal counselling and comunity education in
the Gaza Strip. As part of the reproductive health activities of the UNFPA
Programe of Assistance to the Pal estinian People (1996-1999) and in

col  aboration with WHO, support is provided to the establishnment of the Wrnen's
Heal t h and Devel opnent Departnment of the Mnistry of Health. The projects
involve, inter alia, training of the Department's staff on the managenent of
reproductive health progranmes, conducting research on policies, service
delivery and socio-cultural aspects of reproductive health.

85. The Wirld Bank, in its initial activities in the occupied territories,
focused on energency reconstruction and rehabilitation, and only incidentally on
gender. In response to the deteriorating econonm c conditions, the Wrld Bank's
programe has concentrated primarily on short-term energency assistance, with an
enphasis on the rehabilitation of public works. As the Bank reports, future
Bank- supported activities on strengthening civil society, education and heal th,
wi || address gender issues. The Education and Health Rehabilitation Project
(1995-1997) is of particular interest to women since it is rehabilitating and
constructing schools for girls in Gaza. Wnen will also benefit fromthe
rehabilitation of hospitals in Gaza. The Pal esti ni an non-gover nment a

organi zation project, proposed for early 1997, will seek to nobilize officia

and private donor funds to support the activities of non-governnent al

organi zations in the West Bank and Gaza. Although nmany non-government a

organi zation subprojects will be demand-driven, it is expected that nmany
projects will target wonmen's incone-generating projects and nother and chil d-
heal th servi ces.

86. Wthin the United Nations Secretariat, the Econom c and Social Comm ssion
for Western Asia, in its 1996-1997 work programe, initiated a nultidisciplinary
activity assessing the role of non-governnental organizations in the occupied
territories and the Palestinian self-rule areas. The project focuses on incone-
generation, agriculture, industry and other areas, and considers prospects for
net wor ki ng anong non-gover nnental organi zations. The Division for Palestinian
Rights within the Departnent of Political Affairs and the Commttee on the
Exerci se of the Inalienable R ghts of the Pal estinian People, in executing their
programe of work, nmake efforts to highlight the situation of Pal estinian wonen
and children and to involve wonen in various aspects of their programmes, such
as inviting Palestinian woren to participate as panelists in non-governmenta

l...



E/ CN. 6/ 1997/ 2
Engl i sh
Page 22

organi zati on synposia and semnars, and in newtraining activities. 1In a
followup activity to the Fourth Wrld Conference on Wnen, the Division for the
Advancenent of Wmen of the Departnent for Policy Coordinati on and Sustai nabl e
Devel opnent facilitated the participation of a Palestinian expert toits

wor kshop on gl obal information through conputer networking technol ogy, organized
in New York in June 1996

3. Concl usi ons

87. As regards United Nations assistance to Pal estinian wonen, it is
recormmended that the organi zations and bodies of the United Nations system
continue to incorporate a gender perspective in their activities. A gender

per spective should al so be integrated into the nonitoring of possible violations
of women's human rights, notably the nmonitoring carried out by the Specia
Conmittee to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights of the
Pal esti nian Peopl e and Ot her Arabs of the Cccupied Territories, and the Speci al
Rapporteur on the Palestinian Territories occupied since 1967. In the case of
the Special Conmittee, for exanple, it would be desirable to achieve a better
perspective on the violations of the human rights of wonmen and their needs and
concerns by inviting nore wonmen to give oral testinmonials before the Committee.

88. Wonen's status and potential roles in socio-econom c devel opment, their
needs and interests need to be systematically considered in the preparations of
overal|l econom c and social devel opnent plans for Pal estine and the Cccupi ed
Territories. Wile the international donor comunity has made a commtnent to
enpower Pal estinian womren and enhance their role in society, including in public
life, in |eadership positions and through i ncome-generating projects and
vocational training, when it conmes to programes for macroeconom ¢ devel opnent
and mar ket econony, gender needs are not as fully addressed. Wnen's increasing
role in the | abour market nust be taken into account on a nore consistent basis.

B. Release of wonmen and children taken hostage in arned
conflicts and inpri soned

89. A report on the inplementation of Conm ssion resolution 40/1 on the rel ease
of women and children taken hostage in arned conflicts and inprisoned was
requested by the Commission for its forty-first session. Consequently, the
Conmi ssion secretariat requested information fromrelevant United Nations
entities on the inplementation of that resolution

90. Fromthe four responses received by the secretariat, it was clear that
there was no systematic collection of data and information on the rel ease of
wonmen and children taken hostage in various situations of conflict around the
wor | d.

91. UNHCR pointed out that the question fell within the conpetence of the
International Committee of the Red Cross. It also noted the difficulties in
obtai ning global figures since the circunstances of the detention and rel ease of
wonmen and children hostages vary fromsituation to situation
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92. The Departnent of Political Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat
focused its response on the situation in Angola, Guatemala, Lebanon and Bosnia
and Herzegovina. Wth regard to the situation in Angola, the United Nations
Angol a Verification Mssion reported that wonen and children were still being
taken hostage and that it was currently examning petitions relating to 11 such
cases arising fromthe first extraordi nary session of the Joint Comm ssion
devoted to Human Rights, held on 8 May 1996, and fromresolution 40/1 of the
Conmi ssion on the Status of Wnen. |Information on several United Nations
peacekeepi ng m ssions indicated either that there was no know edge of such cases
(as in the case of the United Nations Mssion for the Verification of Human
Rights in Guatemala) or that such cases were not formally registered (as in the
case of the United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon and the United Nations

M ssion in Bosnia and Herzegovina. |In cases of kidnapping in Bosnia and
Her zegovi na, imedi ate investigations are carried out by the United Nations
International Police Task Force. No figures were submtted, however. |t was

noted that the kidnapping of womren and children in Quatemala was related to
profit rather than to the political situation

93. In its response, UNICEF referred to the report prepared by the expert of
the Secretary-General, Ms. Graca Mchel, on the inpact of armed conflict on
children, submtted pursuant to General Assenbly resolution 48/ 157 (see

A/ 51/ 306 and Add.1l). Although the report gives extensive information on
violations of the rights of wonmen and children, it does not provide specific
information pertinent to the release of wonen and children taken hostage in
arnmed conflict and inprisoned.

94. Wth respect to the release of women and chil dren taken hostage during
arnmed conflicts and inprisoned, an inportant step for inproving the situation
woul d be for the Governments concerned to ratify without delay and to inpl enment
all relevant international instruments and Conventions, and for practical and
cost-effective neasures to be taken to collect informati on on womren and chil dren
host ages on a systematic basis. Non-governnental organizations working in the
field mght also contribute to that effort.
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I11. Reports prepared in accordance
with specific mandates

Situation of Palestinian women and
assistance provided by organizations of
the United Nations system™

1. The present report on the situation of Palestinian
women and assistance provided by organizations of the
United Nations system, as requested by the Economic and
Social Council in resolution 1997/16, is based on information
and data collected by United Nations bodies monitoring the
situation in the occupied territories, such as the Special
Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the
Human Rights of the Pal estinian People and Other Arabs of
the Occupied Territories, and by the Special Rapporteur of
the Commission on Human Rights on Palestinian territories
occupied since 1967. Information on assistance to Pal estinian
women was requested from the United Nations system and

* E/CN.6/1998/1.
** Seealso E/CN.6/1998/2, chap. 111, sect. A.
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replies from 12 entities have been included in this report.

1. Situation of Palestinian women

2. The situation of Palestinian women living in the
Palestinian self-rule areas and in the occupied territories has
not improved, according to the information provided. Daily
life in the self-rule areas continued to be affected by the
imposition of security-related measures by the lIsraeli
authorities, which had a detrimental impact on the economic
and social situation. Asin the past, Palestinian women are
experiencing the gender-specific impact of these measures,
which isreinforced by existing inequalitiesin society between
women and men.

3. Inhisreport to the Commission on Human Rights, Mr.
Hannu Halinen (Finland), the Special Rapporteur on
Palestinian territories occupied since 1967, noted that the
issue of settlements, including the confiscation of Palestinian
land, was emerging as the greatest preoccupation of the
inhabitants of the occupied territories, especially in the West
Bank. Settler violence and closures imposed by the Israeli
authorities on the occupied territories in the wake of security
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incidentswere further issues of concern. The closures had a
devastating impact on the fragile Palestinian economy and
contributed to maintai ning unemployment at an estimated 40
per cent in the Gaza Strip and 30 per cent in the West Bank
(E/CN.4/1997/16). Palestinian incomes have dropped sharply
since the Oslo Agreement in 1993, from $1,800 to $950 a
year in the West Bank, and from $1,200 to $600 a year in the
Gaza Strip.* With the established threshold for poverty at
$998.50 ayear, the poverty rate is estimated to be 20 per cent
in the West Bank and 40 per cent in the Gaza Strip. As a
result of the closure of the occupied Palestinian territories,
much of the $1 billion assistance received since 1993 had to
be spent on short-term job creation programmes and income
support rather than the envisaged longer term investment in
infrastructure and institution-building (see A/52/179-
E/1997/76, annex).

4.  The Special Committee reported that the deterioration
of the economic situation has a negative impact on women,
especially those who head househol ds. Economic pressure is
also contributing to the erosion of the social fabric, resulting
in delayed marriage and the increase in the rate of divorce
(see A/52/131/Add.2). The Special Rapporteur noted the
deterioration of the situation of women in the occupied
territories, which had been reported as one of the hidden
effects of the closure (see E/CN.4/1997/16).

5. The closure affected the health conditions of the
population in the occupied territories, especially in Gaza.
Patients needing specialized treatment available only in
Israeli hospitals frequently did not receive entry permits.
According to figures collected, one third of the Palestinians
referred by Palestinian health committees could not obtain
permits to enter Israel (see A/52/131/Add.2). Women’'s
reproductive health is of particular concern. The Special
Rapporteur noted that at least 10 persons, including at least
seven pregnant women, are believed to have died for want of
ready access to better equipped medical facilities. The
Palestinian Authority Ministry of Health issued a statement
in Gaza claiming that 26 babies had been stillborn because
of delays at security checkpoints during the lengthy closure
imposed after the suicide bombings in 1996 (see
A/51/131/Add.2). One woman had to give birth at a road
block, having been prevented from travelling to a hospital
(see A/52/131).

6. The closures had a negative impact on education, in
particular for students from Gaza who could not attend their
educational institutionsin the West Bank. As the educational
sector is aready affected by overcrowding due to the
population increase and deteriorating premises, any additional
obstacle further jeopardizes the scholastic achievements of
students and has a specific gender impact. Limited resources

to fund the employment of teachers and the construction of
new schools and classrooms have curtailed the educational
activitiescarried out by the United Nations Relief and Works
Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA)
for the refugee population. In the report of the Secretary-
General on assistance to the Palestinian people, (A/52/159-
E/1997/69), it was noted that improvements in the
educational sector and capacity development in the classroom
were a high priority for the Palestinian Authority.

7.  TheSpeciad Committeeto Investigate Israeli Practices
Affecting the Human Rights of the Palestinian People and
other Arabs of the Occupied Territories reported several
incidents of harassment and physical ill-treatment of civilians.
The information provided indicates that women and girlswere
victims of violence and sexual harassment when their family
homes were searched for weapons by the Israeli police force.
They were subject to full strip searches, sometimesin front
of their children and male policemen (see A/52/131).

8. The Special Committee also reported that family
reunion was hampered. Palestinian women married to
Jordanian citizens were refused renewal of their residence
permits and the visas of their husbands were invalidated.

9.  Progress has been achieved regarding Palestinian
women prisonersin Isragli prisons who had not been released
as previoudly agreed. The remaining women prisoners were
released by the Israeli authorities on 11 February 1997 in
accordance with the 1995 Interim Agreement between | srael
and the Palestinian Authority (see A/52/131/Add.1).

10. Thequality of services of UNRWA, the main provider
of support for Palestinian refugees, has been eroding due to
the steady increase in the refugee population and inflation on
one side, and austerity measures and budgetary reduction that
led to the reduction of a number of its programmes on the
other side. The average expenditure per refugee has dropped
by 29 per cent since 1992. Since Palestinian refugee women
aredirect beneficiaries of UNRWA programmes, they have
been hit by the cut in services.?

2. Follow-up activities to the Fourth World
Conference on Women

11. In the Palestinian self-rule areas and occupied
territories, progress has been reported with regard to the
elimination of some discriminatory laws and practices. The
draft Palestinian constitution emphasizes the principle of
equality between men and women. Pal estinian women can
now obtain a passport without written consent of so-called
guardians, widows can obtain passports for their children
without the permission of abrother or father. Women can take
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driving lessons without a male chaperone and married
students are no longer dismissed from school (see A/52/179).

12. Theaction plan to implement the Beijing Platform for
Action, entitled “ Strategies for a Post Beijing Palestinian
Governmental Plan of Action Through the Y ear 2000”, was
prepared under the leadership of an Intergovernmental
Coordinating Committee, which included representatives of
the various ministries, the Directorate for Women's
Development and a committee of non-governmental
organizations in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. The
United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM),
jointly with the European Union, launched a “ Post-Beijing
Follow-up Operation” in the occupied territories and
Palestinian self-rule areas and four countries of the Western
Asiaregion (Jordan, the Syrian Arab Republic, Lebanon and
Yemen). The International Training Centre of the
International Labour Organization (ILO) at Turin organized
aseminar on the strengthening of the national machinery for
members of the Intergovernmental Coordinating Committee
in the follow-up to the Fourth World Conference on Women
in June 1997.

13. The “Strategies for a Post Beijing Palestinian
Governmental Plan of Action Through the Y ear 2000” refer
to the 12 critical areas of concern established in the Platform
for Action. Measures to achieve the goals under the critical
area of concern “women and armed conflict”, include
mobilization of Arab and international women’s organizations
in order to release all detainees, especially women; and to
further cooperate with Israeli women to establish a peace
culture.

3. United Nations assistance to Palestinian women

14. Information provided by the United Nations system
showsthat an increasing number of programmes and agencies
of the United Nations system paid attention to gender aspects
in devel opment and continue to provide support to Palestinian
women, in particular in the field of conference follow-up,
income generation, health, education and training.

15. UNIFEM issupporting the effective implementation of
the Palestinian action plan, its translation into national
projects, and the establishment of institutional and human
capacities within women’ s committees and non-governmental
organizations at the national and regional levels, including
the mainstreaming of a gender perspective into national
development processes. Furthermore, UNIFEM launched a
women in development facilitation initiative to better
coordinate and exchange information on initiatives for women
in development as carried out by donors, the Palestinian
Authority and non-governmental organizations. It includes

the establishment of a database of institutions and workshops
onthe use of the Internet. The United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) is providing support to established
women’s departments in the Ministries of Planning and
International Cooperation, Y outh and Sports, Social Affairs
and Health, in order to enhance the capacity of the Pal estinian
Authority ministries to mainstream gender in devel opment.

16. Many activitiesfocus on women and the economy. ILO
and its International Training Centre at Turin have
implemented subprogrammes on the development of
Palestinian women entrepreneurship and of Palestinian
women’'s status. Four technical workshops have been
organized in the Palestinian territories. The ILO programme
of assistance places emphasis on income-generating
opportunities for women. UNIFEM’s Women's Economic
Empowerment Programme in the Gaza Strip, undertaken
jointly with the Ministry of Social Affairs, encourages
enterprise  development through the creation of
entrepreneurial awareness, skills training and institutional
capacity-building. Its goal isto decrease the burden of poverty
and unemployment through a leadership and empowerment
approach. The programmeis carried out in close cooperation
with the training department of UNRWA and the industrial
development department of the Economic and Social
Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA).

17. The International Trade Centre (ITC) reported that it
wasimplementing amainstream project for the development
and promotion of high-value floricultural products from the
West Bank and Gaza Strip, in collaboration with the
Pal estinian Welfare Association. The project would create
additional employment opportunities for Palestinian women
in the export-oriented floricultural industry. ITC also
prepared a project to provide trade development support to
Palestinian women entrepreneurs, for which funding has not
yet been secured.

18. TheWorld Bank’sactivity in the West Bank and Gaza
Strip evolved from a programme designed to respond to
emergency reconstruction needs to one focusing on longer-
term development initiatives, which consequently pays
greater attention to gender issues. No specific programmes
directed towards women have been designed, but gender
issues are addressed in projects of a social development
nature. A Palestinian NGO Project was launched, which
grants US$ 14.5 million for finance service delivery and
capacity-building activities to Pal estinian non-governmental
organizations. The project is aimed at assisting poor and
disadvantaged Palestinians and grants would be provided for
projects focused on women in the field of health, income
generation and agricultural extension.
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19. UNRWA continued to assist disadvantaged refugees,
particularly women, to raise their economic status through
skills training, production units, group savings and credit
provision. Women were particularly interested in utilizing
group savings and |oan schemes for home improvement and
income generation. In the Gaza Strip, 66 per cent of 4,452
loansvalued at US$ 5.4 million were awarded to women. A
local investment journal noted that the Agency’s credit
activity had macroeconomic conseguences and was beginning
to influence Palestinian financial markets. UNRWA's plan
to achieve managerial and financial sustainability for
community centres progressed. As of June 1997, 52 of the 71
women'’ s centres were managed by local committees.

20. TheFood and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations carried out a consultancy mission on gender
policiedingtitutions to the Palestinian territories. It identified
four strategiesto narrow down the gender gap in agriculture.
Programmes of the International Fund for Agricultural
Development addressed the needs of small farmers and
fishermen, women and landless people in the rural areas of
Jericho and the Gaza Strip.

21. TheWorld Food Programmeis providing assistance to
the Palestinian non-refugee population, in particular in the
Gaza Strip. Its poverty-alleviation scheme has targeted
approximately 50,000 needy persons registered as special
hardship cases, of which over 65 per cent are female heads
of household.

22. Inthefidd of education and training, UNDP has been
carrying out a project on gender-sensitive education,
implemented by four non-governmental organizations, which
includes workshops for teachers on gender issues in teaching,
subject curricula, counselling and discipline issues, the
development of a gender-sensitive resource manual and
community awareness campaigns. A rural girls development
centre will train young rural women in various skills,
including women'’ s health and rights, agriculture and the arts.
The Education and Health Project of the World Bank impacts
positively on girls and women and will rehabilitate existing
and construct new girls schoolsin Gaza. UNRWA is offering
vocational and technical training for both women and men
and, in addition, special courses for women. Sixty-nine per
cent of the participantsin atraining course for teachers were
women.

23. The programmes supported by the United Nations
Children’s Fund (UNICEF) promoted basic education and
health, with a cross-sectoral strategy for the promotion of
children’s rights and the empowerment of women. The
strategy focused on advocacy, capacity-building and
community mobilization. Technical assistance was provided

to support projects related to gender equality in education and
women’s health.

24.  UNFPA reported the establishment of awomen'’s centre
for health care, social assistance, legal counselling and
community education in the Gaza Strip. In cooperation with
the World Health Organization, UNFPA is providing
assistance to the Women's Health and Development
Department of the Pal estinian Authority Ministry of Health.

25.  Withregard to women’s and children’ s human rights,
UNICEF has promoted the Convention on the Rights of the
Child and the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women within the national
programme of action, in cooperation with the newly
established Gender Planning and Development General
Directorate and the Secretariat for Children at the Palestinian
Ministry of Planning. The Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rightsis providing assistance to
non-governmental organizationsin the area of law reform and
women'’ srights.

26.  Within the United Nations Secretariat, the Division for
Palestinian Rights of the Department of Political Affairs
organized a round table on promoting equality and the full
participation of women in society as part of the United
Nations Seminar on Assistance to the Palestinian People
(Amman, 20-22 May 1997). ESCWA conducted a field
survey on the role of women's non-governmental
organizations in the economy, education and health and on
prospects for networking.

27. TheUnited Nations Statistics Division gave technical
assistance to the population and housing census conducted
by the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics in the
Palestinian self-rule areas (December 1997). To improve the
collection of timely and reliable statistics on gender issues,
UNDP provided assistance to the Gender Statistics Unit in
the Central Bureau of Statistics. UNFPA and the World Bank
supported the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics in
carrying out the census, which will provide reliable and up-to-
date population and housing data necessary for development
planning, including data disaggregated by sex.

4. Conclusions

28. Considerable efforts are being made by the Palestinian
authorities and civil society to improve the economic and
social conditions of Palestinian women, including legislative
revisions. The 1997 population and housing census
mentioned in paragraph 27 above will provide detailed
information and data on the status of Palestinian women and
become an important tool for policy planning and
development aid. There is, however, little gender-specific
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information and analysis on the situation of Palestinian
women with regard to, for example, the economy, social and
political life, human rights or violence.

29. In the follow-up to the Fourth World Conference on
Women, the international community, including the United
Nations system, has provided assistance at various levels to
implement the recommendations contained in the Platform
for Action, to prepare a Palestinian strategy of action, to
collect data disaggregated by sex, and to establish women-
specific projects, particularly in the field of income
generation. Further efforts and assistance are needed to
implement the policies, in line with Economic and Social
Council agreed conclusions 1997/2 on mainstreaming a
gender perspective into all policies and programmesin the
United Nations system (see A/52/3, chap. 1V, sect. A).

30. Asreflected in previous reports, the status and living
conditions of Palestinian women are closely linked with the
progress of the peace process. The present report indicates
that women in the occupied territories continue to be directly
affected in injurious ways by security measures and the
overall effects of occupation.

Notes

1 See*“Promoting poverty eradication and sustainable
development”, paper presented at the United Nations
Seminar on Assistance to the Pal estinian People, Amman,
20-22 May 1997 (SAPP(97)/6).

2 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Fifty-second
Session, Supplement No. 13 (A/52/13).




United Nations E/cnisri9902

MY Economic and Social Councill D e o

Original: English

Commission on the Status of Women
Forty-third session

1-12 March 1999

Item 3 of the provisional agenda

Follow-up to the Fourth World Conference on Women

Follow-up to and implementation of the Beijing Declaration and Platform
for Action

Report of the Secretary-General

Summary

The General Assembly, in its resolution 53/120 of 9 Decenil898, requested the
Secretary-General to report annually to it, through the Commission on the Status of Women
and the Economic and Social Council, on follow-up to and progress in the implementation
of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action. Similar mandates were also contained
in General Assembly resolutions 50/203, 51/69 and 52/100. The present report emphasizes
efforts undertaken by the Secretariat in support of mainstreaming a gender perspective and
follow-up activities, including activities undertaken by non-governmental organizations, since
the submission of the previous report of the Secretary-General on the subject (E/CN.6/1998/2
and Add.1 and 2). It contains a joint work plan for the Division for the Advancement of
Women and the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights. The
present report has one addendum, which contains an analysis of additional national action
plans and strategies submitted to the Secretariat during the reporting period.

" E/CN.6/1999/1.

98-40199 (E) 050299


<<ODS JOB NO>>N9840199E<<ODS JOB NO>> <<ODS DOC SYMBOL1>>E/CN.6/1999/2<<ODS DOC SYMBOL1>> <<ODS DOC SYMBOL2>><<ODS DOC SYMBOL2>> 


E/CN.6/1999/2

Contents
Paragraphs Page
Lo INtrOdUCHION . . e 1-5
II.  Progress in the follow-up to the Fourth World Conference on Women and in
mainstreaming a gender perspective within the United Nations system ........... 6-52 3
A. The General Assembly and the Economic and Social Council. ......... 7-21 3
B. Activities in support of mainstreaming a gender perspective into the work of
the United Nations system ............. i 22-37 6
C. ACC Inter-Agency Committee on Women and Gender Equality . ....... 38-42 9
D. Reported activities of non-governmental organizations and other institutions
Of CIVII SOCIELY . ..o 43-52 10
1. Joint work plan of the Division for the Advancement of Women and the Office of
the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights ..................... 53-73 11
A. Assessment of the implementation of the currentworkplan ............... 54-60 12
B. Jointworkplanfor1999...... ... .. .. .. 61-73 13
IV. Information supplied in accordance with specific mandates................. 74-118 15

A. Situation of Palestinian women and assistance provided by organizations of
the United Nations system . ............o it 74-112 15

B. Release of women and children taken hostage in armed conflicts and
IMPFISONEA ... e e e e 131118 19



E/CN.6/1999/2

|. Introduction at its forty-second session, in March 1998, tited
“Synthesized report on national action plans and strategies
1. In its resolution 1996/6 on follow-up to the FourtdO" implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action”

World Conference on Women, the Economic and Sociff/CN.6/1998/6).
Council established the work programme of the Commission

on the Status of Women and decidénter alia, that under .

item 3 (a) of the Commission’s agenda, a report of th(!l' Progress in the fOIIOW'up to the
Secretary-General on the measures taken and progress Fourth World Conference on

achieved in mainstreaming a gender perspective withinthe  \AJomen and in mainstreaming a

United Nations system should be prepared on an annual basis. gender perspective within the United
2. In its resolution 53/120, the General Assembly Nations system

requested the Secretary-General to report annually to it,

through the Commission on the Status of Women and the Atits f third ion. the C - the Stat
Economic and Social Council on follow-up to and progress, Its forty-third session, the Commission on the Status

in the implementation of the Beijing Declaration and Platforrﬂf Women will c_ontlnue to cond_uct s a_ssessment (.)f progress
chieved at different levels in the implementation of the

for Action. Similar mandates were contained in Gener% . ) .
Assembly resolutions 50/203, 51/69 and 52/100. ening Dec_larat|on af‘d Pla_tfor_m for AC“O.” and n gender
mainstreaming. In particular, it will conclude its review of the
3. Ineach of the three reports submitted in the course @itical areas of concern of the Platform for Action with an
ayear, the information that is most pertinent to the respectiygsessment of women and health, and institutional
intergovernmental body is provided. The report to thgiechanisms for the advancement of women. It will also
Commission on the Status of Women emphasizes effoftstiate the comprehensive review and appraisal of the
undertaken by the Secretariat in support of gendgfhplementation of the Platform for Action and preparations
mainstreaming, and follow-up activities by ngevernmental for the special session of the General Assembly, to take place

organizations and others. The report to the Economic afgm 5 to 9 June 2000. The present report complements the
Social Council focuses on facilitating 