
\VRITTEN STATEMENT OF THE GOVERNMENT OF NEPAL ON 

OBLIGATIONS OF STATES IN RESPECT OF CLIMATE CHANGE 

(REQUEST FOR ADVISORY OPINION) 

I. TERMS OF THE REQUEST

1. By resolution 77/276 of29 March 2023, the General Assembly of the United Nations decided pursuant

to Article 96, paragraph I of the Charter of the United Nations to request the International Court of
Justice to render its advisory opinion on the following questions:

"l{avingparticu/ai regard to the Charter o
f

the United Nations, the International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the 
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, the Paris Agreement, the United 
Natiors Convention OI] the Law of the Sea the duty of due diligence, the rights recognized in the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the principle of prevention of sign(ficant harm to the 
environment and the duty to protect and preserve the marine environment, 
(a) What are the obligations of States under international law to ensure the protection; of the climate 
system and other parts o

f

the environment from anthropogenic emissions of greenhouse gases for 
States and.for present and future generations? 
(b) What are the legal consequences under these obligations.for States where they, by their acts and 
omissions, have caused significant harm to the climate system and other parts of the environment, 
with respect to: 

(0 States, including, in particular, small island developing States, which due to their geog raphical 
circumstances and level of development are injured or Jpecially affected by or are particular!; 
vulnerable to the adverse effects o

f

climate change? 

(ii) Peoples and individuals of the present and future generations affected by the adverse e,[fecls vf
climate change?·

II. COMP.ET.ENCE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE UNITED NATIONS TO

REQUEST THE QUESTIONS PRESENTED AND THE COMPETENCE OF THE

COURT TO RENDER AN A.DVISORY OPINION ON THOSE QUESTIONS

2. Article 96 paragraph I of the Cha11er of the United Nations e111powers the General Assembly to seek
ad, isory opinions fron1 the International Court of Justice on legal questions. 1 Similarly, Aiticle 65 of the
Statute of this Court authorises the Cou11 to provide such opinions. 2 The issues of whether the UN GA has

the competence to request the questions presented and whether the court has the competence to render an

adviso�y opinion on those questions is based on whether the questions presented are legal questions."

3. The Government of Nepal sub1nits that the questions before this court are legal questions within the
n1eaning of the above-mentioned provisions. Firstly Questions (a) and (b) presented before this Court

call on the Com1 to expound on the obligations of States and the primar. classical and well-settled legal

personality of International Law. Further, the e questions call on the Court to expound the obligations
"under International Law'. Secondly, the treaties and recognised international custon1s and principles.
mentioned in the preambular paragraphs of Resolution 77/276 and the paragraph that provides chap au

to the two questions presented before this Court demonstrates that th1; ourt is called on to expound on
legal questions.

1 Charter o
f 

the United Nations (24 October I 945) I UNTS XVI an. 96( l). 
:i Swrure ofthe International Court of.Justice, (26 June 1945) 33 UNTS 993 art. 65. 
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4. The Court tends to check the re lat ionsh i p  between the questions presented before it to render its
advi sory opinion and the activi ties of the General Assembl y3

. l he Government of Nepal submits that the
subject matters of questions presented befor the Court are wel l with in the competence of the General

Assembly.4According to commentary on the Charter of the United Nations edited by Judge Bruno Simma,

the General Assembly of the United Nations has the power to discuss matters whi ch are related to the

function of any organ provided for in the Charter of the United Nations. 5 It is sub1n itted that the General

Assembly of the United Nat ions has the powers to discuss issues relating to cl imate change and

international legal obligations of States in respect of cl imate change because firstly its subsidiary body

the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment Programme has the powers and functions to
discuss and deal with issues of cl imate change and secondly, its subsidiary body the International Law

Commission has the powers to discuss and deal with issues pertaining to international law. Therefore, the

General Assembly of the United Nations has the competence to discuss issues pertaining to climate

change and the obligations of States pertaining to it.

III . THE COURT OUGHT TO RENDER ITS ADVISORY OPINION IN TllE QUESTIONS

PRESENT

5. The Court has the discretionary power to dec l ine to give an advisory opinion even if it possesses the

competence to give it6, tru s discretionar po, er has been affirmed by the court through its advisory
opinions 7 . Nevertheless, as per the long-standing legal j urisprudence of the Court i t ,  in principle ,  shou ld

refuse to give an advisory opinion on ly if there is a compel ling reason for it8 .

6. The Governn1ent of Nepal submits that there are no compel l ing reasons for the Court to refuse its

opini on in this advisory opinion.  While the Nepal Govermnent reserves its right to reply to other Writt n

Submiss ions that contend the presence of compel l ing reason(s) for the Court to refuse its opi nion in th i s

matter i n  th is  \1/ritten Subm.ission i t  pre-eruptively submits that the fol lowing considerati ons cannot form
a basis for refusal of the Court to give its ad isory opin ion .

7 . The fact that negot i ations between States and reach ing of agreements between them, part icularl) under 

the auspices of the United Nations Fran1ework Convention on Cl imate Change (UNFCCC) cannot form 

a compell ing basis for refusal of the Court to give its advisory opinion. The Court stated that the opin ion 

given by the Court would not adversely affect the negot iations, but would rather have relevance for the 

continuing debate on the matter in the General Assembly and would present an additional e lement in the 

negotiations on the matter. 9

8 .  Therefore, if the Court wishes to abide by its longstanding j urisprudence on this 1natter and to portray 

a degree of consistency in its practice to its 1nember States and the international comn1unity, there i s  no 

3 Accordance with International Law of the Unilateral Declaration of Independence in Respect of Kosovo (Adv isory Opin i on) 
[20 1 0] ICJ Rep 403 ,2 l ;  legal Consequences of Jhe Construction of a Wall in Occupied Palestinian Territo,y (Ad i sory 
Opin ion) [2004] JCJ Rep 1 36 �1 1 6- 1 7  . 
• Charter ofLhe United Nations (24 October 1 945) 1 UNTS XVI,  ait. I 0 .
5 Bruno S imma et a l  (eds) The Charter of !he United 1 at  ions: A CommentmJ (vo l  I 3 rd ed i t ion. Oxford Univers ity Press 
20 1 2) Ch . I V  il l 9 .  
6 Statute of the International Court ofJusLice, (26 J une 1 945) 33 UNTS 993 ,  art.  65( 1 ) ; 
1 Legal Consequences of the Separalion of the Chagos Archipelago from Mauritius in / 965 (Advisory Op in ion )  [20 1 9 ] !CJ 
Rep 20 1 9  �63 : Accordance with International law of the Unilateral Declaration of Independence in Respect of Kosovo 
(Advisory Opin ion) [20 I O] !CJ Rep 403 �29 . 
s !nterprelation of Peace Treaties with Bulgaria. l !ungc11� and Romania [ 1 950]  (Adv i sory Opi n ion)  ICJ Rep 65 ,  7 1 ;  Difference 
Relating to lmmunity.fi·om Legal Process of a Special Rapporteur of the Commission on Human Rights (Advisory Opi n ion)  
[ l 999] ICJ Rep 62 129 .
9 legality of the Threat or Use of Nuclear Weapons (Advisory Op in ion)  [ I  996] I CJ Rep 226 � l  7 . 
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compelling reason for the Court· to refuse its opinion in response to the questions forwarded to it in 
Resolution 77/276. 

IV. NEPAL'S INTEREST IN THE QUESTIONS

9. The Govenunent of Nepal submits that it has an interest in the questions presented before this Court.
Firstly Nepal co-sponsored Resolution 27/276 of the United Nations and voted for the said Resolution.
Second Nepal is an upstanding 1nen1ber of the international community and has been a part of a multitude
of fora concerning climate change, human rights, least developed countries international cooperation
arrangen1ents, South-South cooperation, and preservation of mountain ecology, among others. Third,

Nepal falls within the category of States that are direct beneficiaries of obligations that remain to be
explained by the Court in response to Sub-question (i) of Question (b) as it is ·specially affected by and
particularly vulnerable to the adverse effects of climate change".

10. This Written Submission will now explain the third contention i.e. Nepal falls within the category of
States-that, due to their geographical circumstances and level of development are injtired or specifically
affected by or are particularly vulnerable to the adverse effects of climate change and, as such, are direct
beneficiaries of obligations that re1nain to be explained by this Court in response to Sub-question (i) of
Question (b ).

The Government of Nepal submits that: 

(i) 1\epal, due lo its geographical circumstances and the level ofde, elopmenl is specially affected by and 

particularly vulnerable to the adverse effects of climate change. 

11. The Government of Nepal submits that the terms ;;specially affected by and "particularly vulnerabl
to: the adverse effects of climate change refer to one and the same characteristics� albeit the former
connotes the past and present, and the latter connotes the future. 'Particularly vulnerable to' the ad\ erse
effects of climate change as expressed in the nineteenth preambular paragraph of the UNFCCC includes
"Countries with .... and developing countries with fragile 1nou11tai11ous ecosystems are particularly 

i1u/11erable to the adverse effects of clinwte change." 10 Therefore both terms refers to countries and 
people differentially affected by the adverse effects of climate change. The Written Submission will now 
explain how Nepal is specially affected by and paiticularly vulnerable to the adverse effects of climate 
change. 

12. Nepal a landlocked country, primarily consists of mountains, hills and Terai plains. The greatest
amount of warming is seen in the 1nountains t1 . Due to the elevation-dependent warn1ing (EDW) 12

. the
wanni-ng in Nepal is projected to be higher than the global average. 13 In most high n1otmtain districts.
annual precipitation is decreasing, with a higher rate in the east 14

. Snowfall is projected to decrease

10 United Nations frame\.vork Convention on Climate Change (adopted 9 May 1992, entered into force 21 March l 994) 1771 
UNTS 107, preamble�19. 
11 Nepal: Third National Communication to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (June 2021) 117 
<https://www.mofe.gov.np/uploads/documents/tnc-nepalv2 I 629966891 pdf-7343-817-16588278 I 8.pdf> accessed on 20 
January 2023. 
12 Nicholas Pepin et al, Elevation-dependent warming in mountain regions of the world' [20 I 5] Nature Climate Change 5(5) 
242. 
13 Asian Development Bank 'Climate Risk Country Profile: Nepal' (2021) 2. 
14 Nepal: Third National Communication to the United ations Framework Convention on Climate Change (June 2021) 118 
<https://www.mofe.gov.np/up1oads/documents/tnc-nepalv2162996689 I pdf-7343-817-16588278 I 8. df> accessed on 20 
January 2023. 
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considerably because of temperature increases leading to a reduction of storage of snow, ultimate ly 
result ing in a distinct decrease i n  snowmelt runoff from non-glac iated areas 1 5 . Rising temperatures have
caused a surge in 1neltwater runoff leading to the inundation of natural druns and glacial lake outburst 

floods . 1 6  A World Bank report notes that recent major di sasters including Glac ial Lake Outburst F l oods 

in the Bhote Koshi River in early 20 1 6, the Ba run Kho la River in 20 1 7 as wel I as the June 202 1 flood and 
landsl ide in the Melamchi River and associated rivers in central Nepal can be attributable to c l imate 

change. 1 7  Climate change has also subsequently increased the risk of erratic monsoons as floods and 
landsl ides have become more frequent endangering and displacing enti re communities. 1 8  Detai led
cl imatic trends that describe the effects of climate change in Nepal can be found in the Third Nat ional 
Communication of Nepal to the Secretariat of the UNFCCC . 1 9

1 3 . Cl imate change is leading towards increased food insecurity in Nepal with nearly 50% of  Nepal s 

households considered food insecure, and 1 4% tmdemourished. Agriculture heavily reliant on climatic 
conditions, faces chal lenges from increasing temperature and erratic rainfal l, leading to significant yield 
decl ines . Droughts and floods, especial ly impactful on crops, contribute substantial ly to agricultural 

losses. Livestock also suffer from rising temperatures affecting reproduction and health: The movement 
of herds and 1nigratory species is also affected20 .

1 4 . Economic losses are one of the major adverse impacts of climate change in Nepal. The Per Capita 

Income of Nepali is 1 399 United States DoUars.2 1  The percentage of Nepal i l iving in poverty currently 
stands at 1 5 . 1  per cent .22 Economic losses have been defined by the UNFCCC as "loss of resources,
goods, and services that are con1monly traded in markets ."23 The World Bank estimates that global 

warming and cl imate change are already affecting Nepal ' s  gross domestic product as an LDC \. ith a 
prec ip itous impact on agriculture, l ivestock, energy and tourism sectors . 24 As an example, post-flood 

recovery assessments by the M inistry of  Home Affairs estimated losses of around USD 584.  7 m i l l ion i n  
202 1 -almost 3 per cent of epal ' s  Gross Domest ic Product2" .  Mitigation measures have also had a 
detrin1 ntal impact on the annual revenue co l l ection of the Governn1ent .  On 26 January 2024, the Mini st r 
of Finance stated that the Government faced 264 m i l l ion Uni ted States Do l lars (35  bi l l ion Nepal i Rupees) 
in the loss in re enue due to customs dut concess i ons provi ded to electric vehicles.26

15 Nepal : Th i rd Nat ional Commun ication to the Un i ted Nations Framework Convention on C l imate Change (June 202 1 )  1 22 
<https://www .mofe. eov.np/uploads/documents/tnc-nepal v2 1 62996689 I pdf-7343-8 1 7- I 65 88278 1 8 .pdf> accessed on 20 
January 2023 . 
1 6  Government of Nepal, Ministry of Population and Environment 'Nationally Determined
ConLributions ' (20 1 6) 1 <https://unfccc . .int/s ites/default/files/NDC/2022-06/Nepal%20First%20NDC.pdt> access�d on I 
Febmary 2024. 
1 7 \Vorld Bank ' ln Nepal, 2 Major C l imate Disasters in a Single Year H igh l ight the Need to Build Resi l ience ' (3 1  MaTch 2022). 
1 8 Government of Nepa l, Min istry of Home Affairs 'National Position Paper on Disaster Risk Reduction and /llfanagement 

1epal ' (20 1 7) 1 3 , 1 5  <http://drrporral.gov.np/uploads/document/1 32 l .pdt> accessed on I February 2024 . 
19 Nepa l :  Third National Commun icat ion to the Un ited Nat ions Framework Convent ion on C J imate Change (June 202 1 ) 1 1
<https://www.mofe.gov.np/uploads/documents/tnc-nepa lv2 1 6?996689 1  pdf-7343-8 1 7- 1 6588278 I 8 .pdf-> accessed on 20 
January 2023 . 
20 Nepal :  Th i rd National Communication to the  Un ited Nat ions Framework Convention on C l imate Change (June 202 1 ) 1 2 1 -
1 26 <htt s ://www.mofe.oov.n /u loads/documents/tnc-ne a lv2 l 62996689 I dt: 7343-8 1 7- 1 6588278 l 8 .  d t> accessed o n  20 
January 2023 .  
2 1  Government  of NepaL M in i s try of F inance 'National Economy Survey 2022/23 I 92 . 
22 Government o f  Nepa l ,  M in i st ry of F i nance 'Nationc,I £conum; Survey 2022/23 ' 88 .  
:u U n i ted Nat ions Framework Convent ion on  C l imate Change on-econom ic losses i n  the context o f  the work programme on 
loss and damage ' (9 October 20 I 3 ) UN Doc FCCC/TP/20 I 3 12 3 .
2-1 World Bank Country C l imate and Deve lopment Report: Nepal ' (2022) 1 1
<https:/ /www.worldbank.org/ en/ country/.nepal/brief /key-h i !!h I i  ghts-count1y-c I i  mate-and-deve lopment-repo1t-for-nepal> 
accessed on 1 5  February 2024. 
25 Asian Deve lopment Bank 'Nepal : Flood Sector R isk Assessment '  ( 1 1  November 20 1 9) 7. 
26 Repub l ica F inMin Mahat acknowledges govt s fai lure to ineet revenue target (26 January 2024) 
<https://myrepubl ica .nagar iknetwork.com/news/ftnm in-mahat-acknowledges-govt-s-fai lure-to-meet-revenue-target/> 
accessed on 1 2  March 2024 . 
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1 5 . Extreme weather events and clin1ate-related disasters such as floods and landslides, have posed a 
sign ificant threat to Nepal 's  develop1nental ambitions .27  Notably around 90 per cent ofNepal ' s  electric ity 

generati on is sourced from hydropower,28 which currently i s  2 ,666 MW29 produced per year. This 

represents a potentia l  vulnerabi l i ty i n  the con t xt of an uncertai n future prec ipitat ion regi me glac ia l  
melting, and potential i ncreases in the risks of landsl ides and G lac ia l  Lake Outburst Floods. 

1 6 .  Nepal is special ly affected by the adverse effects of climate change because i t  is  disproportionat ly 

different ially affected by the anthropogenic emi ssions of greenhouse gases. The total anthropogenic 

emissions of greenhouse gases in Nepal was 0.027 per cent of the total global en1i ssion in 20 1 630
.

However having had a negl ig ible contribution to the global emission of greenhouse gases, epal is  one 
of the 1nost climate-vulnerable countries and is disproportionately differential ly affected by the adverse 
impacts of cl imate change. 

V. SUBMISSIONS ON QUESTION (a) - OBLIGATIONS OF STATES UNDER

INTERNATIONAL LAW TO ENSURE PROTECTION OF CLIMATE �YSTEiVI AND

OTHER PARTS OF ENVIRONMENT FROM ANTI-IROPOGENIC EMISSIONS OF

GHG

1 7 . This question cal l s  upon the Court to dete1mine the obl igations owed by the States� in general to other 

States and for present and future generations . The quest ion si1nply notes 'obl igation of States�' and does 

not point to the "differential obl igation" . However, given the difference in contribution and capacity to 

m it igate, "'differential obligation" of the States serves as an inherent part of this question. Based on that 

the Government of Nepal submits : 

1 8. First, the States have the obligat ion of  l im it ing the global average temperature to wel l  below 2 degrees 

Celsius above the pre- industri al level under Paragraph I (a) of Article 2 of the Pari s Agreement3 1
. The 

Agreement is b inding as it is a treaty with 1 95 parties, 32 and is integral in the real isation of the objective 

laid out i n  Artic le  2 of the UNFCCC i .e . to prevent the dangerous anthropogenic interference with the 

c l imate system as it would not be possible without l imiting the global average temperature to wel l below 
2 degrees Celsius above the pre-industrial level. 

1 9 . Second, the Go, ernment ofNepal submits that the States have an obl i gation under human rights la,, s 

to take urgent steps to l imit the rise in global average temperature as far as possible and at least \vithin 

1 .5 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels .  Human Rights law obliges states to respect33
, protect34 

_

27 Government ofNepal, M inistry of Forests and Environment Vulnerability and Risk Assessment and Identifying A daptation
Options: Summary for Policymakers ' (202 l )  x i i ,  56 .  
28Government of Nepal Min istry of Finance 'National Economy Survey 2022123 ' 88 . 
29Government  of Nepal , M in istry of Finance • National Economy Survey 2022123 ' 220 . 
30Government of Nepa l, M in i stry of Population and Env i ronment 'Nationally Determined
Contriburions ' (20 1 6) 2 <https ://unfccc. int/s i tes/defau lt/files/N DC/2022-06/Nepal%20F irst%20N DC.pdf.> accessed on 
February 2024 . 
3 1  onference of the Pa,t ies Adopt ion o f  the Par i Agreement to the Un ited Nat ions Framework Convent ion o n  C l imate 
Change (adopted 1 2  December 20 I 5 ,  entered i nto force 4 ovember 20 1 6 ) UN Doc FCCC/CP/20 1 5 /L .9/Rev/ l art. 2 . 1 (a) .  
3 2  Paris Agreement , Status of Rat ification <Im s ://un fccc . i n  rocess/tl1e- ari s-a0 reement/status-of- rat ificat ion> accessed on 
3 March 2024 . 
33 UN H RC Genera l Comment 3 1 :  The Nature of the General Lega l Ob l igat ion I mposed on States Parties to the Covenant ' (26 
May 2004) CCP R/C/2 1 /Rev . I /Add . 1 3  [6] . 
34UN HRC 'Genera l Comment 3 1 :  The Nature of the Genera l Lega l Ob l i gat ion I mposed on States Parties to the Covenant ' (26 
May 2004) CCPR/C/2 1 /Rev. 1 /Add . 1 3  [8] . 

�� 
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adopt concrete measures35
, refrain from deliberate retrogressive n1easures36

, with immediate effect basic 
nli 11irnun1 level of these rights37

. This obligation also extends to the extraterritorially38 as recognized by

this  court39 as wel l the Inter-American Court of Human Rights40
. 1 .5 degree Cel s ius is  considered as the 

' defence l ine" and c l imate change i111pacts are expected to be increasingl y severe, gravely i mpacti ng the 
human rights of people, States have the obl igation to l imit  the global average rise with in  1 . 5 degrees 
Cels i us above pre-industrial level for the real isat ion of its human rights obl igations. 

20 . Third, States are obl iged internat ionally to cooperate to promote mit i gation action. The UN FCCC, 
al ong with Marrakesh Accords4 1 , the Cancun Agreements4 2

, and the Bali  Action Plan,43 Pari s
Agreement44

. and 203 0 Agenda for Sustai nable Developn1ent45 obl iges states to c01mnunicate the
measures46 and to ' cooperate in  preparing for adaptat ion  to the i mpacts  of c l imate change 47

.

2 1 . Fourth, States should provide suppo1i to develop ing States under the ' the duty of assistance', 
recognized in UN Charter48 and various international instruments49 with n1ountainous countries in
priority. The developed states under the duty of assistance have obligation to support developing 

countries , least developed countries, mountainous countries l ike Nepal smal l i sland developing States 
and Africa in te1ms of both mitigation and adaptation"50

35 CESCR 'General Comment 3: The Nature of States Parties ' O b l igat ions '  ( 1 4  December 1 990) UN Doc. E/ 1 99 1 /23 [2] ; 
UN H R C  'Genera l  Comment 3 l :  The Nature of the General Legal Ob l igation Imposed on States Part ies to the Covenant ' (26 
May 2004) CCPR/C/2 1 /Rev. I /Add.  l 3  [7 ] 
36C ESCR, · Genera l Comment 3 :  The Nature of  States Parties '  Ob l igations '  ( 1 4  December 1 990) UN Doc . E/ 1 99 1 /23 [9] . 
37 CESCR, Genera l Comment 3 :  The Nature of S tates Parties Obl igat ions ( 1 4  December 1 990) UN Doc. E/ 1 99 1 /23  [ 1 0 ) . 
8 I nternat iona l  Covenant on C i v i l  and Pol i t i c a l  R ights (adopted 1 6  Decem ber 1 966 entered i n to force 23  March 1 976) 999 

UNTS 1 7 1  aii . 2 . 1 ; I nternat i ona l Con vent ion on t he E l i m i nat ion of  A l l  Forms of  Rac ia l  D iscr im i nat ion (adopted 2 1  December 
1 96 • entered in to force 4 January 1 969) 660 U T 1 95 ans.  3 , 6, 1 4 . 1 , 1 4 .2 . 
•9 legal Consequences of the Construction of a Wall in the Occupied Palestinian Territory (Adv i sory Op i n ion ) (2004] ICJ 
Rep 1 36 { 1 09] . 
"0 I nter-American Court of  Human Rights The Environment and Human Rights [20 1 7] (Advisory Op inion) OC-23/ 1 7  (74] . 
.i i  Report of the Conference of the Part ies on i ts Seventh Sess ion, ' Dec is ion 5/CP .  7 - Man-akesh Accords ' (2 I January 2002) 
U Doc FCCC/CP/200 1 / 1 3/Add . l (5 ] . 
42 Report of the Conference of the Parties on its sixteenth session, 'The Cancun Agreements ' ( 1 - March 20 1 1 ) UN Doc 
FCCC/CP/20 I 0/7 /Add . I [ I 3 ] . 
43 Report of the Conference of the Parties on its th irteenth sess ion , ' Dec i s ion I /  CP. 1 3  - Bal i  Action Plan'  ( 1 4  March 2008) 
UN Doc FCCC/CP/2007/6/Add. l * [ l (c)(v)] . 
44 Conference of  the Parties, Adoption of the Paris Agreement to t he  United Nations Framework Convention on C l imate 
Change (adopted 1 2  December 20 1 5 , entered into force 4 November 20 1 6) UN Doc FCCC/CP/20 1 5/L.9/Rev/ l , art. 7 ,7. 
•15 United Nations General Assembly Reso lut ion 70/1 (25 September 20 1 5) UN Doc AIRES/70/ 1 .  
46 Un ited Nations Framework Convention on Cl imate Change (adopted 9 May 1 992, entered into force 2 1  March 1 994) 1 77 1  
UNTS 1 07 a1is. 4. I (b) 1 2 . I (b). 
47 Uni ted Nat ions Framework Convention on C l imate Change (adopted 9 May 1 992, entered into force 2 1  March 1 994) 1 77 1
U TS 1 07 an. 4 .  l (c) . 
48 Charter of the Un i ted Nations (24 October 1 945) I UNTS XV I (" UN Charter ") preambu lar recital 8 .  
49 I nternationa l  Covenant on  Econom ic Soc ia l  a nd  Cu ltura l R ights (adopted 16  December 1 966, en tered into force 3 January 
1 976 993 UNTS 3 art 2. 1 ; Un ited Nations Genera l  Assembly Reso lut ion 320 1 (S-Vf) ( I May 1 974) UN Doc A/RES/320 1 (S­
VI); Un ited Nations Framework Convention on C l imate Change (adopted 9 May l 992 entered into force 2 1  March 1 994) 
1 77 1  UNTS I 07 , art. 4.4 · Conference of  the Parties Adoption of the Paris Agreement to the Un ited Nations Framework 
Convention on C l imate Change ( adopted 1 2  December 20 1 5 , entered into force 4 November 20 1 6) UN Doc 
FCCC/CP/20 I 5 /L.9/Rev/ l , art 2 .2 ; R i o  Declarat ion on Env i ronment and Deve lopment (adopted on 1 3  June 2993 entered into 
force 29 December  1 993 ) 3 1  L LM 874, Princ ip les 6 and 7 ; V ienna Convent ion for the Protect ion of the Ozone Layer (adopted 
on 22 March 1 985 entered i n to force 22 September 1 988) 1 5 1 3 UNTS 293 ; Mon treal Protoco l on Substances that Dep lete the 
Ozone Layer (adopted on 1 6  Septem ber 1 987 , entered into force I January 1 989) 1 522 UNTS 3·  Convent ion on B io logical  
D ivers i ty (adopted 5 June 1 992, entered in to force 29 December 1 993) 1 760 UNTS 79 ; Convent ion to Combat Desert ificat ion 
in Those Countries Experienc i ng Serious Drought and/or Desert i fication , Particu larly in  A frica (adopted on l 4  October 1 994, 
en tered i nto force 26 December  1 996) 1 9 54 UNTS 3 . 
5
° Con ference of the Parties, Adopt ion of the Par i s  Agreement co the U n ited Nations Framework Convention on C l i mate 

Change (adopted 1 2  December 20 J 5 , ente red into force 4 November 20 I 6) UN Doc FCCC/CP/20 1 5/L .9/Rev/ l ,  art.  9. I .  � 
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22. The· niountairious countries 'affe'cted by th.e tripfo crish� r:or elm1ate change;. ·,oio4iversit " loss anq
environmental pol lution to being exposed to risks of disasters l ike5 1  glacial outbuJsts� food insecurity52

particularly to local communities and indigenous people of mountain and the extension of the impact to
even to lowland areas and ocean, 53 with the estimations of 1 . 5 bi l l ion people s source of freshwater
running off from 1nountains by 205054 are environmental ly  vulnerable areas. Thus, states must give due

care to mountain ecosystems in relation lo their obligations related to climate change under the
Convention on Biological Diversity5 5  and UNFCCC. 56

23 . Based on the historical contribution of States (in particular the 08, 020, and OPEC States)57  since the
Industrial Revolution in l 750s present contributions with G20 economies with 80% global emission and
70% climate impact58

, and consequence of 1 0 . 6% rise in global temperature by 203059
, OPEC Countries

with 6 . 36% of global emi ssions60 and economic and financial capacity6 1  as wel l as scientific and
technological capacity of developed States to implement measures to reduce the GHG emissions without
jeopardi sing the basic needs of their population. developed states have legal obl igations to make adequate
reparations62 to share the benefits of  their scientific advancements , c l i 1nate data, model l ing tools, and
scientific expertise to improve their understanding of clin1ate impacts vulnerabil ities, and mitigation
options wi th the global community, particularly with developing countries l ike NeP.al which lack the
resources to conduct their research and development efforts .

VI. SUBMISSIONS ON SUB-QUESTION (i) OF QUESTION (b)- LEGAL CONSEQUENCES
WITH RESPECT TO STATES WHICH .DUE TO THEIR GEOGRAPIDCAL
CIRCUMSTANCES AN.D LEVEL OF DEVELOPMENT ARE INJURED OR SPECIALLY
AFFECTED BY OR PARTICULARLY VULNERABLE TO THE ADVERSE EFFECTS OF
CLIMATE CHANGE, INCLUDING SMALL ISLAND DEVELOPING STATES.

24. This question caJ ls on the Court to expound the l egal consequences that arise concern ing injured
States .  The Court is requested to gi ve an opinion on the legal consequences for vio lat ing obl igations
towards States who are i njured or specia l ly affected or are part icu larl y vul nerable to the ad rs effect
of cl imate change .

5 1 U n ited Nat ions Genera l Assem b ly Reso lut ion . 76/ I 29  ( 1 6  December 202 1 ) UN DOC NRES/76/ 1 8 8 pream b le .  
52 FAO & UNEP Restoring mounta in  ecosystems :  Chal lenges, case stud ies and recommendat ions for imp lementing the  UN 
Decade Princip les for Mountain Ecosystem Restorat ion (2023 ) 4 
<https :/iwww. fao.or0 documents/card/en?deta i ls=cc9044en> accessed on 3 Marcl1 2024 . 
53 United Nations Genera l Assemb ly Resol ution 77/ 1 72 ( 1 4  December 2022) UN Doc A/RES/77/ 1 72( 1 5] . 
•54 F AO & UNEP Restoring mounta in  ecosystems: Chal lenges, case stud ies and recommendations for implementing the UN
Decade Princip les for Mountain Ecosystem Restoration ' (2023) 4
<https ://www.fao.onudocuments/card/en?details=cc9044en> accessed on 3 March 2024 .
55 Convent ion on Bio logical Divers ity (adopted 5 June 1 992, entered into force 29 December l 993) 1 760 UNTS 79, art. 20(7).
56 United Nations Framework Convention on C l imate Change (adopted 9 May 1. 992, entered into force 2 1  March 1 994) 1 77 1
UNTS 1 07 ,  art. 4(8)(g) .
57 Cl imate Watch, G lobal H istorical Em iss ions'  (2020) <https://www.c l i matewatchdata.orvghg-emiss ions> accessed on 3
March 2024.
58 Y. Hab ib, E .  X ia, S .H .  Hashmi ,  A .  Zahoor, 'The Nexus Between Road Transport Intensity And Road-Re lated CO2 Emiss ions
In  G20 Countries : An Advanced Panel Est imat ion ' (202 1 )  28  Env i ron.  Sc i .  Po l l ut. Res.58405 5 8425 .
59 O X FAM ' A re G20 Countries Doing The i r  Fa ir  Share Of G lobal C l imate M it igat ion?' (2023 ) D iscuss ion Papers September
9 <https://po l icv-pract i ce.oxfam .org/resources/are-g20-countries-do ing-the ir-fair-share-of-global-c l imate- m it ieat ion­
compar ine:-
62 I 540/#:~: texr-Despi te%20some%20d i fferences%20between%20these. wh ich%?0assessment%20methodo logy%20is%20a
�> accessed on 4 March 2024 .
60 Globa l Carbon At las, Country Em iss ions (2022 ) <https ://www.globa lcarbonatlas .org/en/C02-em iss ions> accessed on 4
March 2024.
6 1 Beno i t  Mayer The International la-w on Climate Change (Cambridge Un ivers ity Press, 20 1 8) 97 .
62 See genera l ly Lukas H. Meyerand Pranay Sanklecha(eds.) Climate Justice and Historical Emissions (Cambridge Univers ity
Press, 20 1 7).
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i) States have obligations

25 . Nepal submi ts that the heaviest burdens of c l imate change are on the shoulders of the countries l ike
epal that have historical ly contributed the least to cl i mate change and have the least capacity for

impl ment ing adaptation measures.63 Convent ion  such a the UNFCCC principally recognize that
dev lopi ng countries tend to hav speci fie ne ds and c ircumstances that warrant them 1 niency on cl imat 
change goals al'I the whi l e  emphasiz ing that th se ar th states tending to be part icularly vuln rabl to 
the adverse effects of c l in1ate change .  64

26. The principles of no ignificant harm 6 - to address trans-boundary environmental chal lenges
constitute customary international law66 . In order to establ i sh that signi ficant harm has occurred the 
physical link between the cause (activity) and the etTect (harm), and even the several intennediate l inks 
in the chain of causat ion, must be established. 67 The States are obl igated to conduct EIA not only as a part
of this principle but conducting EIA has been established as a customary inten1ational law itself due to 
nearly universal acceptance of thi s provision in various instluments68 and as decided by the Pulp Mi l ls  
case . Aligning with this, the duty to notify and consult in cases with th potential for adverse 
environn1enta l iinpact is widely acknowledged under customary international law. Failure to adhere to 
this obl igation may consti tute a violation of the principles of good faith as enshrined in internat ional law69 . 
Al l  these constitute the procedural obligation of the States . 

27 . On the other hand th substantive obl igat ion relat s to the actual harm that has been infl icted upon
oth r States and thu requires an obj ecti  e det rm inat ion as to whether sign i ficant harm has actual l been
incurred. The Court has pursued such an approach and has dete1mined that the breach of a substant i ve
obligation not to cause trans-boundary harm entai ls the assessn1ent as to whether the harm in question ha
b en d ne and whether there is  a causal l ink bet een the harm and the concerned State Party s action . 0

(ii) Legal co11seque11ces for llcts or omissions 

_g _  Carbon offsetting also known as carbon compensation, was established in the Kyoto Protocol to p y 
for 02 emissions bas d on th global cl imate balancing concept .  The po l luter-pay principle ampl i fi  d 
the exi tence of a legal obligation to pay for enviromnental damages, specifical ly arising out of pol luti n. 

6J Rene Lefeber, ·C l imate change and state respons ib i l i ty in  Rosemary Rayfuse and Sh i rley v .  Scott (eds), lnterna1iona/
Law in the Era of Climate Change (EE 20 1 2 ) . 
6-1 United Nat ions Frame\l't'Ork Convent ion on  C l imate Change (adopted 9 May 1 992 , entered into force 2 1  March 1 994) 1 77 1
UNTS 1 07 , art. 3 .  
65 Stockho lm  Dec laration, (adopted on l 6 J une l 972, U G A  Res 2994/XXVU), princ ip le 2 1  • Rio Declaration on 
Environment and Deve lopment (adopted on 13 June 2993 entered into force 29 December 1 993) 3 1  l LM 874 princip le 2· 
UNEP Env ironmenta l Law: Gu idel i nes and Princip les No. 2 Shared Natural Resources (Nairobi, 1 978), principle 3. 
M Ce1tain Activ i t ies Carried Out by N icaragua in  the Border Area (Costa Rica v icaragua)/Construction of a Road in Co ta 
Rica a long the San Juan River ( 1 icaragua v. Costa R ica) 20 1 5  ICJ Rep 665 I 04 . 
67 Massachusetts v. EPA 2008 , There must be a ·1rul ad ersaria l re lat ionship' proven by four factors : they have suffered 
concrete and particu lar inj ury· The inj ury must be actual or imm i nent; The injury must be traceab le  to the defendant s 
misconduct ; The inj ury is l i kely to be redressed by a favorab le  dec ision by the Court. 

8 UNEP Goa l s  and Princ ip les of Environmental Impact Assessment, 1 987, princ ip le  I ·  Convention on Env ironmental Impac t 
Assessment in a Transboundary Context 1 99 1 , art I (v i i ) · U EP Goals and Princ ip les of Env i ronmental Impact Assessment, 
1 987 , p rinc ip le  I ·  Con ent ion on B iological Div rs i t  (adopted June 1 992 , entered i nto force 29 December 1 993 1 760 
UNTS 79, art .  1 4 . I LC. Draji Articles on Pre, emion of Transboundmy /-/arm .from flazardou Activities. U 1  Doc A/56/ 1 0 . 
1 1 .2 Y I LC 1 48 200 1 ) a 1is I 2(a ) 7 .  
6 9  Th is perspect ive find.  support in  the dec i  i on  r nd red i n  th Lake lanoux arbilrcuion. wh ich wa • subsequen t ly expounded 
upon by the ICJ i n  the Fisheries Jurisdiction case and echoed in  the order issued b I TLOS in the MOX case . 
7
° C rtain Act iv i t ies Carri.ed Out by N icaragua i n  the Border Area (Costa R ica v N icara:::,ua)/Construction of a Road in Costa 

R ica a long the San J uan R iver ( N icaragua v. Costa R ica) 20 1 5  ICJ R p 665 I 04 . 
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In COP28 delegates agreed to establish a loss and damage fund to support vulnerable developing 
cow1tries in efforts to deal with the effects of climate change.7 1

29. UNFCCC obliges parties to formulate and implement measures to facilitate adequate adaptation to
climate change72 . This appears as a substantive obligation on all parties· however, the tenn 'adequate'
has not been defined yet. Additionally Annex II countries also bear a general obligation to assist
developing countries in meeting adaptation costs with special reference to parties particularly vulnerable
to adverse effects of cliJ11atc change.

VII. SUBMISSIONS ON SUB-QUESTION (ii) OF QUESTION (b) - LEGAL CONSEQUENCES
WITH RESPECT TO PEOPLES AND INDIVIDUALS OF THE PRESENT AND FUTURE
GENERATIONS AFFECTED BY THE ADVERSE EFFECTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE FOR
ST ATES THAT HA VE CAUSED SIGNIFICANT HARM

30. This question calls on the Court to expound the legal consequences that arise conce111ing peoples and
individuals ofpresent and future generations.

(i) States have obligation towards individuals witlt all their diversities to protect tile <legradation of

enjoynzent of their hun1a11 rights from the adverse effects of clinzate change:

31. Under international human rights law obligations of States owed to individuals \Vho fall within their
territory or jurisdiction are threefold: First, Stat s are obliged to respect human rights by refraining from
violating them 73; Second� states must take positive measures to protect human rights being violated, 4

and: Third adopt legislative judicial. admini trati e educative and other measures to fulfill human
right . 75 States are also obliged to take deliberate, concrete and targeted steps progressively towards full
realization of these 76 rights and are required to refrain from deliberate retrogressive measures. 77 Further
rights and obli6ations ar en ·h.rined ins era! int rnational human rights instruments. including the ri0ht

1 Cristen Hemingway COP28 agrees-to establish loss and damage f und for vulnerable countries' (EcoWatch, I December 
2023) <https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2023/ I 2/cop28-loss-and-damage-fund-climate-change/> accessed 28 February 
2023. 
72 United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (adopted 9 May 1992, entered into force 21 March J 994) 1771 
UNTS I 07, art. 4.2 (b ). 
73 International Covenant of Civil and Political Rights. ·General Comment No. 31 • in The ature of the General Lc;gal 
Obligation fmposed on State Parties to the Covenant' adopted by the Human Rights Committee (26 May 2004) UN Doc 
CCPR/C/2 l/Rev. l/Add/l 3 i!6. 
74 International Covenant of Civil and Political Rights. 'General Comment No. 31' in 'The Nature of the General Legal 
Obligation Imposed on State Parties to the Covenant adopted by the Human Rights Committee (26 May 2004) UN Doc 
CCPR/C/21/Rev. l/Add/13 18. 
75 International Covenant of Civil and Political Rights General Comment No. 31' in ·The Nature of the General Legal 
Obligation Imposed on State Parties to the Covenant' adopted by the Human Rights Committee (26 May 2004) UN Doc 
CCPR/C/2 I/Rev. I/Add/1317 
76 Economic and Social Council, 'General Comment No. 3' in 'The Nature of State Parties Obligation' adopted by the Fifth 
Session of the Committee on Economic Social and Cultural Rights ( 14 December 1990) UN Doc CESCR/E/1991/23, 12 
77 Economic and Social Council, General Comment No. 3' in The Nature of State Parties' Obligation' adopted by the Fifth 
Session of the Committee on Economic Social and Cultural Rights (14 December 1990) UN Doc CESCR/E/1991/23, �9 
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to I ife,78 to health 79 to adequate food
i,

80 adequate housing 8 1  water82 and sanitation .83 ' tates are also 
required to fu l fi l l  " i th immediate effect the bas ic m inimum level of th se rights. 84 Therefore. N pal 
implores the ICJ to ensure that states ar he ld r . ponsible not j ust for the act i ons and omiss ions ins i de 
thei r territory but also action and omissions outside their  te1Titory having adv rse effects on the right to 
c lean and health environment of the citizens of other States . 

32 . In adhering to established principles of common but different iated responsibil ity and i ntragenerat ional 
quity, States must additional ly give specific consideration to the groups who are at most risk to cl imate 

change such as women persons with disabi l it ies minori t ies and indigenous peoples . 

a) States ' obligation towards women:

3 3 .  Nepal submits that States 1nust give particular consideration to the rights of wmnen as they are 
particularly vulnerabl to climate change. Pursuant to Article 1 2  of CEDA W women' s health must be 
given particular regard as c l imate chang disproportionately affects women's health systems. 85 S im i larly . 
Article 1 4  underscores spec ial cons ideration to be afforded for rural women with equal  access to 
prod uctive resources to mitigate and adapt to cl imate change. 86 Therefore, gender must not be sidel ined 
whi le p lanning for financia l  mechanisms to tackle climate change and envirorunent damaee.

b) States ' obligations towards persons with disabilities:

34. Nepal submits that States� n1ust in line � ith Con ention on Rights of Persons with Disabi l ities give
part icular protections to the rights of persons ith disabi l ities as they are disproportionately affected b 1
cl imate change . States are obU ged to impl ement disab i l i ty-inclusive cl i 1nate pol icies that empower
persons with disab i l iti by ensuri ng the i r  ful l and effect ive participation in cl imate act ion at a l l  I e ls.87

Pur uant to a11ic l e  9, informati on re lated to c l imate change� warni ng infonnat ion during extreme eather
e\ nts and access to faci l i t ie m ust b made eas i ly  accessib le for persons with disabi l i ties . Art icle 2 1  of
thi Conv nt ion al o requires con1mun ication of i nfo1mat ion  in access ible formats such as Brai l le s ign
languag s augmentati e and al ternativ communicat ion along , ith other modes and formats o
communicat ion .

8 U Comm irree on Civ i l  and Po l i t ica l  R ights (CCPR), Genera l Comment No. 36 (20 1 8) on art 6 of the I n te rnational 
Co enam on C i  i i  and Pol itica l Rights on the r ight to l ife ' 3 September 20 1 9 , U Doc. CCPR/C/GC/36 
9 UN Committee on Econom ic Social and Cu ltural Rights (CESC R) 'Genera l Comment No.  1 4 :  The Right to  the H ighest 

Atta inable Standard of Hea lth (Art. 1 2  of the Covenant), ' 1 1  August 2000 UNDoc E/C. 1 2/2000/4, 
so UN Comm ittee on Economic Socia l and CulturaJ Rights (CESCR), General Comment No. 1 2 :  The Right to dequate
Food.' 1 2  May 1 999, UNDoc E/C. 1 2/ 1 999/5 
8 1  UN Comm ittee on Econom ic Social and Cu ltural Rights (CESCR), Genera l  Comment No. 4 : The R ight to Adequate 
Housing ' 1 3  December 1 99 l UN Doc E/ 1 992/23 
82 Convention on the E l im inat ion of  Al l Forms of Discrim inat ion Aga inst Women (adopted 1 8  December 1 979 enforced 3 
September 1 98 1 )  1 249 U TS 1 3  (CEDA W) art 3 ·  Convention on the Rights of the Ch i l d  (adopted 20 November 1 989 entered 
i nto force 2 September 1 990) 1 577 UNTS 3 (CRC) art 1 4  2) (h) 
8� I nternationa l Comm ittee of the Red C ross ( ICRC), Geneva Convent ion Re lat ive to the Treatment of Pr i soners of War (Th i rd
Geneva Convent ion) 75 U TS 1 35 1 2  August 1 949. arts 20 26, 29 and 46; In ternat ional Comm ittee of the Red Cross ( IC RC), 
Geneva Convent ion Relat ive to the Protection of C i i l i an Per ons in  Ti me of War (Founh Geneva Conv ntion), 7 • U TS 
287 1 2  August 1 949 of 1 949, arts 85. 89 and 1 27 
84 Economic and Social Counc i l ,  ·G neral Comment o .  3 i n  'The Nature of State Parties ' Obl igat ions adopted by the Fi fth 
Sess ion of the Commi t tee on Economic Socia l  and Cu l tura l R ights ( 1 4 Decemb r 1 990) UN Doc CESCR/E/ 1 99 1 /23 1 1 0  
85 Conv ntion on th E l im inat ion of Al l  Forms o f  D iscrim i nat ion Against Women (adopted 1 8  December 1 979, enforced 3 

ept mber 1 98 1 )  1 249 UNTS 1 3  (C DA W) art 1 2 . 
86 Convent i on  on the El im ination of A l l  Forms of  D i scr im i nation Against Women (adopted 1 8  December I 979, enforced 3 
September 1 98 l )  1 249 VNTS 1 3  (CEDA W) a 1t 1 4 .  
87 OHCH R. • Ana lytical study on  the promotion and prot ction of  the r ights of  persons ,  ith  d isabi l i t ies i n  the context of  c l imate 
change, 22 Apri l  2020, U Doc A/H RC/44/30 24 
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ii) States have obligations towards "peoples" i.e., inter a/ia, i1idige11011s peoples <tS regards to the

adverse impacts of clilnate c!,a11ge

35. Indigenous people have special relationships with the land and environm nt they reside in. Ther fore
ILO 169 and UN D claration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples have recognised the State's obligation
to protect and pr serve the environment of the territories where they reside.88 Adhering to Article 4 of
ILO 169 States are obliged to adopt special measur s to safi guard th n irom11 nt of indigenous peopl s.
In doing so they must en ure the full participa ion of indigenous peopl in policy de elopm nt and
implementation. furthermore, States must mak sure it internal laws plans and policies must not
adversely affect the indigenous people and their environn1ent. It is submitted that tates are oblig d to
respect the rigbts89 of indigenous people even outside the jurisdiction of their territory, when their actions
or omissions have effects on people outside their tcrritory.90

iii) States /zave obligations towards people of future generations in respect to tile adverse ifftpacts of

climate change.

36. States have an obligation to protect the future generation from th adverse effects of climate change.
First(v, States are obliged to respect protect and fulfill the human rights of the future generation as well
because hmnan rights obligations of States are not ten1poral in nature 91 and apply vis-a-vis the future
generation as well. As a corollary States ha e the obligation to act so as to protect from degradation of

njoyment of human rights of the future g n ration that are attributable to th ad erse effects of climate 
change; Secondly the U F CC obliges tat pa11i to protect the climate system of future generation92; 
Tltird/J th principl of int rgenerational quity, a al read cstabli h d und r intenrntional law. warrants 
that Stat s ensure that the use of natural resourc s is di tributed sustainably and equitably across 
generations. 3

8 I LO Convention no. l 69 Indigenous and Tribal Peoples Convention (adopted on 7 June 1989, entered into force 5
September 1991) by the 76th Session of the lLO Conference, art. 9; UNGA, UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples, (adopted 13 September 2007 entered into force 2 October 2007), UNDoc A/RES/6I/295 art 29. 
89 Barcelona Traction, light and Power Co., Ltd (Belgium v Spain) (Second Phase) [ 1970] ICJ Rep 3 [33] 
<)() UNGA 'Draft principles on the allocation of loss in the case of transboundary harm arising out of hazardous activities' 
UNDoc A/6I/IO, adopted on fifty eighth session: Trail Smelter case (United Srntes of America v. Canada) [ I 941] 3 Reports 
of International Arbitral Awards 1965; Corfu Channel Case (UK v Albania) (Merits) [1949] ICJ Rep 4 22· L gality of the 
Threat or Use of Nuclear Weapons, Advisory Opinion, l.C.J. Reports (8 July 1996) [29]. 
91 International Covenant on Economic Social and ultural Rights (adopted 16 December 1966 entered into force 3 January 
1976) 993 UNTS 3 ICESCR), Preamble; International Co enant on Civil and Political Rights (adopted 16 December 1966, 
entered into force 23 March 1976) 999 UNTS 171 (ICCPR) Preamble 
92 United Nations Framev:ork Convention on Climate Change (adopted 9 May 1992 entered into force 21 March l 994) 1771 
UNTS 107 a11. 3(1) & (4). 
93 United Nations Frame, ork Con ention on Climate Chang (adopted 9 May 1992, entered inro force 21 March 1994 1771 
UNTS 107, art. 3(1); UN Committet: on the Rights ofrhe Child (CRC) 'General comm nt o. 15 2013) on the right ofth 
child to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health (art 24) '17 April 2013. U Doc CRC/C/GC/15; 
Stockholm D claration (adopted n 16 Jun 1972, A R s 2994/XX VI I) principle I and 2. 
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