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The Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab Republic to the United
Nations Office and other International Organizations in Geneva presents
its compliments to the Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of the
Netherlands and the Permanent Mission of Canada to the United Nations
in Geneva, and in reference to the previously exchanged notes verbales
between the Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab Republic and the
Permanent Missions of the Kingdom of the Netherlands and Canada, and the
meeting that was held in Abu Dhabi on 26 April 2022 between the Delegation
of the Syrian Arab Republic and the delegations of the Kingdom of the
Netherlands and Canada, based on the Convention Against Torture and other
Cruel, Inhuman, or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, the Permanent
Mission of the Syrian Arab Republic would like to convey the following to the
Permanent Missions of the Kingdom of the Netherlands and Canada:

The Syrian Arab Republic believes that the aforementioned meeting was
useful, in which a number of procedural aspects were discussed, and it was
agreed to follow up consultations at future meetings in good faith and without
any politicization based on the Convention against Torture.

With regard to the timetable, the delegation of the Syrian Arab Republic
expressed its approval in principle on the proposal of the delegations of the
Kingdom of the Netherlands and Canada to hold future meetings in person
every three months. The Delegation also expressed its agreement to hold the
next meeting on June 6, 2022, in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates, after the
Dutch and Canadian sides contact the Emirati side regarding hosting the
meeting and making its required arrangements. In this context, the Syrian
Arab Republic considers that it is necessary to organize this meeting in the
same way that the April 26 meeting was organized in terms of the duration of
the sessions on each day of the meeting, as this was feasible in terms of the
optimal use of time and of logistical aspect.

In the event that the Kingdom of the Netherlands and Canada provide the
Syrian Arab Republic with written confirmation of the aforementioned details,
in addition to identifying a joint point of contact in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and International Aid in the United Arab Emirates sufficiently in advanced to
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make the necessary arrangements, the delegation of the Syrian Arab
Republic confirms its readiness to participate in this meeting on June 6 for two
days, as this period takes into account the optimal investment of the meetings
by giving the opportunity to the delegations to consult, in between the
meetings, with their references if needed, and to analyze and evaluate the
discussions that took place at the meeting appropriately and then address

them during the next meeting.

The Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab Republic to the United
Nations Office and other International Organizations in Geneva avails
itself of the opportunity to convey its greetings to the Permanent
Mission of the Kingdom of the Netherlands and the Permanent Mission
of Canada to the United Nations in Geneva.

Geneva, 4- May2022

1

v /,

The Permanent Mission of Canada
Avenue de I’Arianna 5, 1202 Geneve

The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of the Netherlands
Avenue Giuseppe-Motta 31-33, 1202 Geneve

Route de Pré- bois 20 - 1215 Genéve 15, Suisse
Tel (41) 022 715 45 60 - Fax (41) 022 738 42 75 - Email: missionsyria @bluewin.ch



Permanent Mission
of the

k i
§-.’w:“g.’:r/ “.,/t)*'
W. ‘/.- e F) ) »

Syrian Arab Republic e M‘/#g\‘-rh‘%“dbﬂi“;u‘ﬁh:“
Geneva s
N° 138 /22

The Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab Republic to the United Nations Office and other
International Organizations in Geneva would like to refer to its Note Verbal No. 120/22 dated
4/5/2022, and to the joint Notes Verbals of the Permanent Missions of the Kingdom of the
Netherlands and Canada in Geneva, the latest of which is the joint Note Verbal No. GENEV-8159
/GEV-PA 77/2022 dated 30/5/2022, and to the meeting held in Abu Dhabi on 26 April 2022
between the delegation of the Syrian Arab Republic and the delegations of the Kingdom of the
Netherlands and Canada, on the basis of the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman
or Degrading Treatment, the Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab Republic in Geneva would like
to convey to the Permanent Missions of the Kingdom of the Netherlands and Canada in Geneva the
following:

The Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab Republic in Geneva indicated in its Note Verbal
No. 120/22 dated 4/5/2022 that the delegation of the Syrian Arab Republic had expressed its
agreement to hold the next meeting on 6 June 2022 in Abu Dhabi, in the United Arab Emirates,
after the two sides, the Kingdom of the Netherlands and Canada, communicate with the Emirati side
regarding hosting the meeting and making the necessary arrangements for that. It also confirmed
that, in case the Kingdom of the Netherlands and Canada provide the Syrian Arab Republic with
written confirmation on the details related to holding the meeting on 6 June, including assigning a
joint point of contact at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation in the United

Arab Emirates before sufficient time to make the necessary arrangements, the delegation of the

Syrian Arab Republic can confirm its readiness to participate in the meeting.

The Syrian Arab Republic would like to indicate that the Kingdom of the Netherlands and
Canada have provided it with the above-mentioned details and confirmed the organization of the
meeting on 6 -7 June 2022 in their joint Note Verbal dated 30 May 2022, which was received by the
Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab Republic in Geneva almost at the end of the official working
hours of that day, which means that the Syrian Arab Republic will be practically able to address the

content of the Note Verbal on 31 May 2022 at least. So there are maximum 5 days left available to
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the delegation of the Syrian Arab Republic to make all the necessary arrangements to participate in
this meeting, including travel reservations, accommodation, obtaining the required entry visa and
other necessary related preparations, bearing in mind that the practical and logistical matters require
the Syrian delegation to be in the United Arab Emirates one or two days before the date of the
meeting.

The Syrian Arab Republic reconfirms its readiness to participate in a second meeting in Abu
Dhabi, however, holding this meeting on 6 -7 June has become unreasonable as the remaining time
is insufficient according to what was explained above, bearing in mind that the Kingdom of the
Netherlands and Canada had indicated in their joint Note Verbale dated 8 April 2022 that they
needed two weeks' notice after receiving the information requested to fix the date of the meeting.

Accordingly, the Syrian Arab Republic proposes to hold the second meeting in the city of Abu
Dhabi in the same place on the last week of June. Taking into consideration that the Syrian Arab
Republic wished to hold the meeting before this date, but this is impossible due to a prior
commitment of the head of the Syrian delegation to participate in the international meeting on Syria
in Astana format in Nur-Sultan from 14 to 16 June 2022.

The Syrian Arab Republic reaffirms that it was agreed at the meeting of 26 April in Abu Dhabi
to continue the consultations in future meetings, in good faith and without any politicization, based
on the Convention against Torture, and that the Syrian delegation has clearly emphasized that
during these consultations common concerns will be discussed within the framework of Convention
against Torture in order to enhance compliance with its provisions,

The Syrian Arab Republic will provide the Kingdom of the Netherlands and Canada with the

composition of their delegation to the next meeting as soon as possible.

The Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab Republic to the United Nations Office and other
International Organizations in Geneva avails itself of this opportunity to convey to the Permanent
Mission of the Kingdom of the Netherlands in Geneva and the Permanent Mission of Canada to the

United Nations Office and other International Organizations in Geneva its greetings.
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The Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab Republic to the United Nations Office and other
International Organizations in Geneva would like to refer to its Note Verbal No. 138/22 dated
1/6/2022, and to the joint Notes Verbals of the Permanent Missions of the Kingdom of the
Netherlands and Canada in Geneva. the latest of which is the joint Note Verbal No. GENEV-8173/
GEV-PA 78/2022 dated 2/6/2022, and to the meeting held in Abu Dhabi on 26 April 2022 between
the delegation of the Syrian Arab Republic and the delegations of the Kingdom of the Netherlands
and Canada, on the basis of the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment, the Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab Republic in Geneva would like to convey to
the Permanent Missions of the Kingdom of the Netherlands and Canada in Geneva the following:

The Syrian Arab Republic recalls that. during the meeting held on 26 April in Abu Dhabi, in
the United Arab Emirates. the Syrian delegation expressed its approval to hold a second meeting on
6 June 2022 in Abu Dhabi. Syria has also confirmed again in its Note Verbale dated 4/5/2022 the
readiness of its delegation to participate in this meeting on 6 June 2022, for two days. Regrettably.
the Kingdom of the Netherlands and Canada did not provide the details required from them. and
they did not confirm the organization of this meeting before a sufficient and reasonable time to
allow the necessary arrangements to be made by the delegation of the Syrian Arab Republic, as
clarified in the Note Verbale of the Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab Republic in Geneva
dated 1/6/ 2022. Accordingly; the Syrian Arab Republic notes that the meeting proposed for 6 June
2022 has been cancelled.

The Syrian Arab Republic notes that the Kingdom of the Netherlands and Canada in their joint
Note Verbale dated 2/6/2022 did not respond to its proposal to hold a second meeting in Abu Dhabi
at the same place in the last week of June 2022. Therefore, it hopes to get a positive response to this
proposal, and to be informed of the details related to holding the second meeting before sufficient
time, not less than two weeks, so that the necessary arrangements can be made to participate in this

meeting. The Syrian Arab Republic will provide the Kingdom of the Netherlands and Canada with

W
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the composition of its delegation to the meeting after receiving their confirmation on the date of the
meeting.

The Syrian Arab Republic reaffirms that it was agreed at meeting of 26 April in Abu Dhabi to
follow up the upcoming meetings in good faith and without any politicization on the basis of the
Convention against Torture, and accordingly, Syria is ready to discuss the issues raised by the
Kingdom of the Netherlands and Canada regarding the Convention and the obligations emanating
from it, including what has been called a "statement on facts" and a "statement on law". The Syrian
Arab Republic will also raise issues related to the implementation of the Convention against
Torture. In this regard. the Syrian Arab Republic stresses the need for a genuine will for cooperation
and exchange of ideas to enhance the implementation of the provisions of the Convention, and to
"make more effective the struggle against torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment
or punishment throughout the world " as stated in the Convention. To this end. the Syrian Arab

Republic remains open to address any constructive ideas related to the foregoing.

The Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab Republic to the United Nations Office and other
International Organizations in Geneva avails itself of this opportunity to convey to the Permanent
Mission of the Kingdom of the Netherlands in Geneva and the Permanent Mission of Canada to the

United Nations Office and other International Organizations in Geneva its greetings.

~ Geneva, 10/6/2022
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Permanent Mission of Canada

Avenue de I'Ariana 5

1202 Geneva

Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of the Netherlands

Avenue Giuseppe-Motta 31-33
1211 Geneva 20
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The Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab Republic to the United Nations Office
and other International Organizations in Geneva would like to refer to its relevant
Notes Verbales, the latest of which is No. 142/22 dated 10 June 2022, and to the joint
Notes Verbales of the Permanent Missions of the Kingdom of the Netherlands and
Canada in Geneva, the latest of which is the joint Note Verbale No. GEVEV-8202 /
GEV-PA 88/2022 dated 16 June 2022, and to the meeting held in Abu Dhabi on 26
April 2022 between the delegation of the Syrian Arab Republic and the delegations
of the Kingdom of the Netherlands and Canada, based on the Convention against
Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, the
Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab Republic in Geneva would like to convey to
the Permanent Missions of the Kingdom of the Netherlands and Canada in Geneva
the following:

The Syrian Arab Republic reaffirms its respect for International Law and
multilateral international conventions, including the Convention against Torture and
Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, and that it addresses
the relevant issues with all seriousness and goodwill.

Therefore, the Syrian Arab Republic reaffirms its readiness to participate in a
second meeting to address what was agreed upon at the meeting of 26 April 2022,
namely the so-called "statement on facts" and "statement on law" submitted by the
Kingdom of the Netherlands and Canada (as stated in the verbatim record of that
meeting), in addition to addressing the relevant points contained in the joint Dutch-
Canadian Note Verbale of June 16, within the scope of the Convention against
Torture. The Syrian Arab Republic will also present issues related to the
implementation of the Convention and the obligations emanating from it, and will
deliver its presentations in this regard. In this context, confirming further the Syrian
Arab Republic's keenness to address positively and in good will the aspects related to
the implementation of the Convention against Torture, and in order to reach the
desired goal and in the hope of achieving the required progress, the Syrian Arab

#
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Republic is ready, in the case there exists any misunderstanding or ambiguity on the
side of the Kingdom of the Netherlands and Canada, to address this during the second
meeting to be held in person.

It should be noted, in this context, that the Syrian Arab Républic does not believe
that stressing in its Note Verbale of 10 June 2022, that "the need for a genuine will
for cooperation and exchange of ideas to enhance the implementation of the
provisions of the Convention, and to make more effective the struggle against torture
and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment throughout the world,
as stated in the text of the Convention", contradicts what was agreed upon at the April
26 meeting and what we are to address at the second meeting. On the contrary, this is
in line with the letter and spirit of the Convention and reaffirms the keenness, yet
another time, of the Syrian Arab Republic to address what is raised by the Netherlands
and Canada about the implementation or even interpretation of the Convention.

The Syrian Arab Republic clarified the rationale for the inability to hold the
meeting, which was supposed to be held on June 6, 2022, in its Notes Verbales of
June 1 and June 10%, 2022, and regrets that the Kingdom of the Netherlands and
Canada were unable to respond to its proposal to hold the second meeting in Abu
Dhabi at the same venue in the last week of June 2022, as stated in its Note Verbale
of June 1%, 2022. Nevertheless, departing from the belief of the Syrian Arab Republic
that what matters in this context is the substance and working in good faith and
seriousness to hold the second meeting with a view to reaching the desired goal in
accordance with the provisions of the Convention against Torture, it reiterates the
readiness of its delegation to participate in the second meeting at any agreed date, and
it proposes that the meeting takes place in the second half of July 2022, and hopes to
receive this time a positive response without any additional unnecessary delay or
politicization contrary to the text and spirit of the Convention.

The Syrian Arab Republic, recalling that it coordinated fully and successfully
the convening of the 26 April meeting and informed the Kingdom of the Netherlands
and Canada of all relevant details well in advance, and noting that the Kingdom of
the Netherlands and Canada have invited the Syrian Arab Republic to coordinate with
the United Arab Emirates as the host state for the second meeting, and to inform the
Kingdom of the Netherlands and Canada as soon as its approval was confirmed; it
would coordinate with the host State, but on its part invites the Kingdom of the
Netherlands and Canada to also coordinate with the host state and to inform the Syrian
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Arab Republic as soon as its approval is confirmed, this is to jointly ensure good
coordination and to prevent any logistical obstacles that may confront all of us.

Referring to what was mentioned in the joint Note Verbale of the Permanent
Missions of the Kingdom of the Netherlands and Canada in Geneva dated 16 June
2022 regarding the dates and venue of the meeting, the Syrian Arab Republic, on its
part, confirms its agreement that if the dates are agreed between the parties at least
two weeks ahead of time, the Syrian Arab Republic can proceed with the travel
arrangements of its delegation for such a meeting on the basis of the previous venue
at the Etihad Towers Hotel, provided the venue is formally confirmed by the host state
one week ahead of time. For a new venue in the United Arab Emirates, the Syrian
Arab Republic would also require two weeks’ notice, but such new venue would be
subject to agreement pending an inspection of the facilities.

The Syrian Arab Republic remains open to addressing any constructive ideas
related to all of the above.

The Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab Republic to the United Nations

Office and other International Organizations in Geneva avails itself of the opportunity
to convey its greetings to the Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of the Netherlands

and the Permanent Mission of Canada to the United Nations in Geneva.

The Permanent Mission of Canada
Avenue de I’Arianna 5, 1202 Geneve

The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of the Netherlands
Avenue Giuseppe-Motta 31-33, 1202 Geneve
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The Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab Republic to the United Nations Office
and other International Organizations in Geneva would like to refer to its relevant
Notes Verbales, including the most recent one No. 151722 dated 1 J uly 2022, in which
a second meeting was agreed in Abu Dhabi in the United Arab Emirates: the
Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab Republic in Geneva would like to convey the
following to the Permanent Missions of the Kingdom ol the Netherlands and Canada
in Geneva:

The Syrian Arab Republic will contact the Emirati side as soon as possible to
obtain a confirmation of the exact date and venue of the second meeting, and will
immediately inform the Kingdom ol the Netherlands and Canada of the Emirati side's

response.

The Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab Republic to the United Nations
Office and other International Organizations in Geneva avails itself of the opportunity
to convey its greetings to the Permanent Mission ol the Kingdom of the Netherlands
and the Permanent Mission of Canada to the United Nations in Geneva.

Crencva, 2 August.2022

MAL )5S

The Permanent Mission of Canada o Vot 2S00 v
Avenue de I’Arianna 5, 1202 Geneve )

The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of the Netherlands
Avenue Giuseppe-Motta 31-33, 1202 Geneve
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The Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab Republic to the United Nations Office
and other International Organizations in Geneva would like to refer to its relevant
Notes Verbales, including the most recent one No. 173/22 dated 2 August 2022, and
to the joint Notes Verbales of the Permanent Missions of the Kingdom of the
Netherlands and Canada in Geneva, the latest of which is the joint Note Verbale No.
GEVEV-8333 / GEV-PA 105/2022 dated 9 August 2022, the Permanent Mission of
the Syrian Arab Republic in Geneva would like to convey the [ollowing to the
Permanent Missions of the Kingdom of the Netherlands and Canada in Geneva:

As indicated in the aforementioned Note Verbale of the Permanent Mission of
the Syrian Arab Republic dated 2" August 2022, and in accordance with what had
been agreed on, the Syrian Arab Republic communicated with the United Arab
Emirates regarding the hosting of the second meeting. The United Arab Emirates
informed the Syrian Arab Republic in writing of the following: "The United Arab
Emirates agrees to host the meeting, provided that it will be held during the first half
of October 2022. Thus, please specify the day and date and convey them to us as soon
as possible to inform the relevant authority in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
International Cooperation in the UAE to make the necessary arrangements.”

Based on that, the Syrian Arab Republic informs the Kingdom of the Netherlands
and Canada that it is available for meeting in Abu Dhabi during two days of any of
the following sets of dates: 3-6 October 2022 or 10-13 October 2022. The Syrian Arab
Republic requests the confirmation of the Kingdom of the Netherlands and Canada as
soon as possible if any of these dates are appropriate for them. Upon receipt of the
confirmation from the Kingdom of the Netherlands and Canada, the Syrian Arab
Republic will inform the United Arab Emirates accordingly to complete the necessary
arrangements, and it will make its own arrangements to attend the meeting.
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The Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab Republic to the United Nations
Office and other International Organizations in Geneva avails itself of the opportunity
to convey its greetings to the Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of the Netherlands
and the Permanent Mission of Canada to the United Nations in Geneva.

The Permanent Mission of Canada
Avenue de I’Arianna 5, 1202 Geneve

The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of the Netherlands
Avenue Giuseppe-Motta 31-33, 1202 Geneve
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The Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab Republic to the United Nations Office
and other International Organizations in Geneva would like to refer to its relevant
Notes Verbales, including the most recent one No. 196/22 dated 30 August 2022, and
to the joint Notes Verbales of the Permanent Missions of the Kingdom of the
Netherlands and Canada in Geneva, the latest of which is the joint Note Verbale No.
GENEV-8428 / GEV-PA 118/2022 dated 15 September 2022, the Permanent Mission
of the Syrian Arab Republic in Geneva would like to convey the following to the
Permanent Missions of the Kingdom of the Netherlands and Canada in Geneva:

The Syrian Arab Republic has requested the United Arab Emirates to take the
necessary measures to hold the meeting at the Etihad Towers Hotel in Abu Dhabi on 5
and 6 October 2022 and to identify a joint contact point, as agreed between the Syrian
Arab Republic and both the Kingdom of the Netherlands and Canada. The Syrian Arab
Republic has begun to make arrangements for the participation of its delegation on the
agreed date.

With regard to what was mentioned in the joint Dutch-Canadian note verbale of
15 September 2022, in which they requested the Syrian Arab Republic to " indicate
any particular issues that it would like them to address with regard to the statement of
Facts and Statement of Law prior to 28 September 2022", the Syrian Arab Republic
would like to clarify that it would like to address the various points contained in the
text of what has been called "Statement of Facts" and "Statement of Law" submitted
by the Kingdom of the Netherlands and Canada, according to what has been previously
agreed on.

As for what has been pointed out regarding not holding a meeting in the second
and third quarters of 2022, the Syrian Arab Republic indicates that it has always
demonstrated its readiness to hold such a meeting as illustrated in its previous relevant
notes verbales.
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The Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab Republic to the United Nations
Office and other International Organizations in Geneva avails itself of the opportunity
to convey its greetings to the Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of the Netherlands
and the Permanent Mission of Canada to the United Nations in Geneva.

The Permanent Mission of Canada
Avenue de I’Arianna 5, 1202 Geneve

The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of the Netherlands
Avenue Giuseppe-Motta 31-33, 1202 Geneve
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The Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab Republic to the United Nations
Office and other International Organizations in Geneva would like to refer to
its relevant Notes Verbales, including the most recent one No. 220/22 dated
26 September 2022, and to the joint Notes Verbales of the Permanent
Missions of the Kingdom of the Netherlands and Canada in Geneva, the latest
of which is the joint Note Verbale No. GENEV-8456 / GEV-PA 129/2022 dated
28 September 2022, the Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab Republic in
Geneva would like to convey the following to the Permanent Missions of the
Kingdom of the Netherlands and Canada in Geneva:

The Emirati side confirmed to us that the venue of the meeling is the
Etihad Towers Hotel in Abu Dhabi during the period 5 and 6 October 2022.
and that for more details regarding logistical support. it is possible to contact
Mr. Rashed Al-Tanji on the phone number 0502722211 and as for the dales.
it is possible to contact Ms. Lamia'a Bin Tamim on the phone number
0502296269.

It should be noted that the composition of the Syrian Arab Republic
delegation will be the same composition as that participated in the previous
meeting that was held on 26 April 2022

The Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab Republic to the United
Nations Office and other International Organizations in Geneva avalls itself of
the opportunity to convey its greetings to the Permanent Mission of the
Kingdom of the Netherlands and the Permanent Mission of Canada to the

United Nations in Geneva.

Cienevit 29 Sepriember 2022

WAL
The Permanent Mission of Canada
Avenue de I’Arianna 5, 1202 Geneve

The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of the Netherlands
Avenue Giuseppe-Motta 31-33, 1202 Geneve
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In reference to the Notes Verbales of the Permanent Mission of the
Syrian Arab Republic to the United Nations Office and other international
organizations in Geneva, and to the joint Notes Verbales of the Permanent
Missions of the Kingdom of the Netherlands and Canada in Geneva, the latest
of which is the joint Note Verbale No. GEV-PA 140/2022, GENEV-8480 dated
17/10/2022, the Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab Republic in Geneva
would like to convey the following to the Permanent Missions of the Kingdom
of the Netherlands and Canada in Geneva:

Recalling the aspects that have been reviewed and the explanations that
have been provided during the meeting held on 5 and 6 October 2022 in Abu
Dhabi, as stated in the verbatim record of that meeting, the Syrian Arab
Republic indicates that it believes that the meeting was useful in terms of
clearly identifying the views of the parties on the subject under discussion.
The Syrian Arab Republic has assessed the proceedings of that meeting and
the views expressed by the delegations of the Kingdom of the Netherlands
and Canada, and it, therefore, has further explanations and points in this
regard and it is ready to continue the meetings in goodwill to achieve the
required progress and reach a solution.

The Syrian Arab Republic recalls that one substantive meeting was held
between the parties on 5 and 6 October 2022, as the first meeting, which was
held on 26 April 2022, was designated to agree on procedural aspects only.
In this context, the Syrian Arab Republic reiterates that holding only one
substantive meeting is not sufficient to conclude a hasty conclusion that the
parties have reached a "deadlock" or that the follow-up of the meetings is
“futile", as stated in the Dutch-Canadian aforementioned joint Note Verbale.
The Syrian Arab Republic recalls that, during the meeting of 26 April, its
delegation expressed its agreement on the proposal of the delegations of the
Kingdom of the Netherlands and Canada to hold future in-person meetings

every three months, but only one meeting had been held thereafter.
——————— et
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Based on the above, the Syrian Arab Republic proposes to hold a new
meeting in the same venue in the first half of January 2023 or earlier by
agreement of the parties, in order to provide an additional opportunity to make
progress and reach a meaningful outcome, with the belief that if there are
goodwill and genuine desire to engage in serious discussions this outcome
can be achieved, especially if the Netherlands and Canada provide
information on the topics raised by their delegations in the previous meeting,
and on the queries, questions, and points that were raised by the delegation
of the Syrian Arab Republic, the aim of which was to gain a better
understanding of how to address what was presented by the Netherlands and
Canada and to follow up on that basis.

The Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab Republic to the United
Nations Office and other International Organizations in Geneva avails itself of
the opportunity to convey its greetings to the Permanent Mission of the
Kingdom of the Netherlands and the Permanent Mission of Canada to the
United Nations in Geneva.

The Permanent Mission of Canada
Avenue de I'Arianna 5, 1202 Geneve

The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of the Netherlands
Avenue Giuseppe-Motta 31-33, 1202 Geneve
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In reference to the Notes Verbales of the Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab
Republic to the United Nations Office and other international organizations in
Geneva, the latest of which is Note Verbale No.236/22 dated 27/10/2022, and to the
joint Notes Verbales of the Permanent Missions of the Kingdom of the Netherlands
and Canada in Geneva, the latest of which is the Joint Note Verbale Ref: GEVEV-
8517 and GEV-PA 151/2022 dated 7/11/2022, the Permanent Mission of the Syrian
Arab Republic in Geneva would like to convey the following to the Permanent
Missions of the Kingdom of the Netherlands and Canada in Geneva:

The Syrian Arab Republic recalls that during the meeting of 26 April, its
delegation expressed its agreement on the proposal of the delegations of the
Kingdom of the Netherlands and Canada to hold future meetings in person every
three months, and no conditions were presented in this regard by the delegations of
the Kingdom of the Netherlands and Canada, Noting that the Syrian Arab Republic
has always reaffirmed its readiness to engage in seriousness and goodwill with the
Netherlands and Canada based on the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel,
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, out of its keenness to respect
International Law and International multilateral conventions, including the
Convention against Torture.

The Syrian Arab Republic also recalls that the exchanged Notes Verbales
between the parties during the previous period have not actually addressed the
substance of the matter taking into consideration that the first meeting, held on 26
April 2022, was designated to agree on procedural aspects only. Accordingly, the
Syrian Arab Repubilic reiterates that holding only one substantive meeting on 5 and
6 October 2022 in Abu Dhabi is not sufficient to draw a theoretical conclusion by the
Kingdom of the Netherlands and Canada that there is no "Sufficient progress" has
been achieved, a "Deadlock" has been reached or the follow-up of the meetings is
"futile". Especially since the Syrian Arab Republic has clarified in the Note Verbale
dated 27 October 2022 that it has evaluated the proceedings of that meeting and the
views expressed by the delegations of the Kingdom of the Netherlands and Canada,
and that the Syrian Arab Republic has further explanations and points to put forward,

e ——
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in the hope of achieving further development in the positions of the parties during
the future meetings.

Based on the above, the Syrian Arab Republic resubmits its proposal to hold a
new meeting in Abu Dhabi during the first half of January 2023 or earlier by
agreement of the parties, in order to provide an additional opportunity to achieve the
required progress and reach a meaningful outcome. The Syrian Arab Republic
reiterates its belief that in case of the provision of goodwill and a genuine desire to
engage in serious discussions, there is a reasonable probability of achieving such
an outcome, especially if the Netherlands and Canada react positively and provide
information on the queries, questions, and points that has been raised by the
delegation of the Syrian Arab Republic, the aim of which was to gain a better
understanding of how to address what was presented by the Netherlands and
Canada and to follow up on that basis.

The Syrian Arab Republic underlines that it is necessary not to use the
Convention against Torture merely as a tool to achieve goals that fall entirely far from
the humanitarian purposes for which it was put to serve and the principles on which
it was established. This requires a positive and goodwill engagement, particularly by
the party that has invoked issues related to the implementation of the Convention,
and not only pass the phases deliberately without making a real and serious attempt
to engage in discussions to reach solutions.

The Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab Republic to the United Nations Office

and other International Organizations in Geneva avails itself of this opportunity to
convey its greetings to the Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of the Netherlands

and the Permanent Mission of Canada in Geneva.
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The Permanent Mission of Canada * !
Avenue de I'Arianna 5, 1202 Geneve L

The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of the Netherlands
Avenue Giuseppe-Motta 31-33, 1202 Geneve
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In Reference to the Notes Verbales of the Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab
Republic to the United Nations Office and other international organizations in
Geneva, the latest of which is No. 246 dated 17/11/2022, and to the joint Notes
Verbales of the Permanent Missions of the Kingdom of the Netherlands and Canada
in Geneva, the latest of which is No. GEV-PA 187/2022 and GENEV-8587 dated 20
and 21/12/2022, the Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab Republic in Geneva
would like to convey the following to the Permanent Missions of the Kingdom of the
Netherlands and Canada in Geneva:

The Syrian Arab Republic has taken note of the joint Note Verbale of the
Kingdom of the Netherlands and Canada dated 20 and 21 December 2022.

The Syrian Arab Republic reaffirms that it has engaged seriously and in goodwill
with the Netherlands and Canada based on the Convention against Torture and
Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, and that it is ready to
continue such engagement out of its concern to respect International Law and
multilateral international conventions, including the Convention against Torture.

The Syrian Arab Republic recalls what it has clarified in its Note Verbale dated
17 November 2022, that the Notes Verbales exchanged between the parties during
the past period did not actually address the substance of the matter, while the first
meeting, held on 26 April 2022, was devoted only to agreeing on the procedural
aspects, and therefore holding only one substantive meeting on 5 and 6 October
2022, in Abu Dhabi, is not enough to draw a theoretical conclusion unilaterally by the
Kingdom of the Netherlands and Canada thzt there is no "sufficient progress” has
been achieved, a “Deadlock” has been reachzad or that the follow-up of meetings is
"futile" as stated in the joint Notes Verales dated 17 October and 7 November 2022.
In its Note Verbale dated 27 October 2022, the Syrian Arab Republic clarified that it
had evaluated the proceedings of the meeting held cn 5 and 6 October 2022 and the
views expressed during it by the delegations of the Kingdom of the Netherlands and
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Canada, and that it has further points to pul forward and discuss, in the hope of
achieving further development in the positicns of the Parties during the future
meetings.

In reference to what has been stated in th joint Note Verbale of the Permanent
Missions of the Kingdom of the Netherlands and Canada in Geneva dated 20 and
21 December 2022, that "all attempts at negotiations have failed to make any
progress towards resolving the dispute”, the Syrian Arab Republic recalls that it has
proposed, in its Note Verbale of 27 Ociober 2022 and its Note Verbale of 17
November 2022, to hold a meeting in Abu Dhaoi during the first half of January 2023
or earlier by agreement of the parties. but unfortunately, the Kingdom of the
Netherlands and Canada completely ignored this proposal, although such a meeting,
in case of the provision of goodwill and ¢enuine desire to engage in serious
discussions by the Kingdom of the Netherlancs and Canada, would have provided a
reasonable probability of achieving progress. The Syrian Arab Republic also points
out that disregarding twice by the Netherlands and Canada to its proposal to hold a
meeting, which was first presented almost three months ago, is inconsistent with
what they referred to in their joint Note Verbale on the critical importance of the time
factor. Had the Kingdom of the Netherlands end Canada at that time agreed on the
proposal of the Syrian Arab Republic to hold a such meeting, all this time would have
not been wasted unjustifiably, and it woulc have been an opportunity to make
progress and reach a meaningful outcome within a reasonable period of time.
Therefore, the Syrian Arab Republic resubmits its proposal to hold a meeting in Abu
Dhabi as soon as possible with the agreemen: of the parties.

The Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arah Republic to the United Nations Office
and other International Organizations in Geneva avails itself of this opportunity to
convey its greetings to the Permanent Missions of the Kingdom of the Netherlands

and Canada in Geneva.

Gieneva, 1 February 2023

The Permanent Mission of Canada \A» P\ . P‘
Avenue de I'Arianna 5, 1202 Geneve _ _.

The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of the Netherlands
Avenue Giuseppe-Motta 31-33, 1202 Geneve
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In reference to the Notes Verbales of the Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab
Republic to the United Nations Office and other international organizations in
Geneva, the latest of which is No. 32/23 dated 1/2/22023, and to the joint Notes
Verbales of the Permanent Missions of the Kingdom of the Netherlands and Canada
in Geneva, the latest of which is No. GEV-PA 45/2023 and GEVEVY-8678 dated 24
March 2023, the Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab Republic in Geneva would
like to convey the following to the Permanent Missions of the Kingdom of the
Netherlands and Canada in Geneva:

The Syrian Arab Republic has taken note of the joint Note Verbale of the
Kingdom of the Netherlands and Canada dated 24 March 2023.

The Syrian Arab Republic reaffirms what was stated in its previous notes
Verbales dated 27 October 2022, 17 November 2022 and 1 February 2023, in
particular, that holding only one substantive meeting on 5 and 6 October 2022, in
Abu Dhabi, is not enough to draw a theoretical conclusion unilaterally by the
Kingdom of the Netherlands and Canada that there is no "sufficient progress” has
been achieved, a “Deadlock” has been reached, or that the follow-up of meetings is
"futile" as stated in the joint Notes Verbales dated 17 October and 7 November 2022,

and 24 March 2023.

The Syrian Arab Republic has consistently affirmed that it is ready to engage
seriously and in goodwill with the Netherlands and Canada on the basis of the
Convention against Torture. This was demonstrated by its constructive engagement
in the meeting held on 5 and 6 October 2022 in Abu Dhabi, and what it has clarified
after this meeting in the abovementioned notes Verbales, that it has evaluated the
proceedings of the meeting and the views expressed within by the delegations of the
Kingdom of the Netherlands and Canada, and that the Syrian Arab Republic has
further points to put forward and discuss, in the hope of achieving further
development in the positions of the Parties during the future meetings.
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However, regrettably, the Kingdom of the Netherlands and Canada have not
accepted the Syrian Arab Republic's repeated proposal to hold a meeting in Abu
Dhabi, which means cutting off the road to what this meeting could have provided of
reasonable probability of progress. This also shows the lack of interest of Canada
and the Netherlands in making any real attempt in this regard. While the Kingdom of
the Netherlands and Canada believe that there are "vast disparities between the
parties", as stated in their note verbale of 24 March, It is clear that addressing this
matter is by continuing the meetings without wasting any time, which the Kingdom
of the Netherlands and Canada have so far rejected without any reasonable
justification, as it has caused and is causing the waste of all this time which could
have been invested in reaching the desired result, and therefore they bear the
responsibility for that.

Despite all that, and as an expression of its goodwill and seriousness, the Syrian
Arab Republic resubmits its proposal to hold a meeting in Abu Dhabi as soon as
possible by agreement of the parties, noting that it has more points to raise and
discuss in this meeting, in order to give an additional opportunity to achieve the
required progress and reach a meaningful outcome.

The Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab Republic to the United Nations Office
and other International Organizations in Geneva avails itself of this opportunity to
convey its greetings to the Permanent Missions of the Kingdom of the Netherlands
and Canada in Geneva.

Geneva, 10 April 2023

The Permanent Mission of Canada
Avenue de I’Arianna 5, 1202 Geneve

The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of the Netherlands
Avenue Giuseppe-Motta 31-33, 1202 Geneve
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