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APPLICATION OF THE CONVENTION ON THE PREVENTION AND PUNISHMENT
OF THE CRIME OF GENOCIDE IN THE GAZA STRIP

(SOUTH AFRICA v. ISRAEL)

ORDER

The President of International Court of Justice,

Having regard to Article 48 of the Statute of the Court and to Article 44, paragraphs 3 and 4,
of the Rules of Court,

Having regard to the Order of 5 April 2024, whereby the Court fixed 28 October 2024 and
28 July 2025 as the respective time-limits for the filing of the Memorial of the Republic of South
Africa (hereinafter “South Africa”) and the Counter-Memorial of the State of Israel (hereinafter
“Israel”),

Having regard to the Memorial of South Africa filed within the time-limit thus fixed,

Having regard to the Order of 14 April 2025, whereby the Court, at the Respondent’s request,
extended to 12 January 2026 the time-limit for the filing of the Counter-Memorial of Israel;

Whereas, by a letter dated 14 October 2025, the Co-Agent of Israel asked the Court, infer alia,
to further extend the time-limit for the submission of the Counter-Memorial by at least five months,
stating that such request was necessary for a number of reasons; whereas the Co-Agent explained, in
particular, that certain evidentiary issues relating to the Memorial of South Africa remained
unresolved, namely the status of a number of documents referred to via hyperlinks which had not
been annexed to that pleading; whereas the Co-Agent contended that, as a result, the nature and scope
of the evidence contained in the Memorial were still unknown; whereas he further indicated that
Israel had been required to devote significant attention and resources to the preparation of additional
explanations and comments specifically requested by the Court from the United Nations, Israel and



.

the State of Palestine in the context of the advisory proceedings on the question formulated by the
General Assembly of the United Nations in resolution 79/232 of 19 December 2024;

Whereas, on receipt of that letter, the Registrar immediately transmitted a copy thereof to
South Africa, in accordance with Article 44, paragraph 3, of the Rules of Court;

Whereas, by a letter dated 20 October 2025, the Agent of South Africa stated that his
Government was of the view that the request for an extension of the time-limit for the filing of the
Counter-Memorial should be rejected, since an extension had already been granted on the same
grounds as those raised by Israel in its current request; whereas, in his letter, the Agent explained
that the extension requested would be irreconcilable with the urgency of the case and the principle
of equality between the Parties; whereas he further contended that the scope of South Africa’s case
had not changed; and whereas he reserved South Africa’s right to address evidentiary issues at the
appropriate stage of the proceedings;

Taking into account the views expressed by the Parties,

Extends to 12 March 2026 the time-limit for the filing of the Counter-Memorial of the State
of Israel; and

Reserves the subsequent procedure for further decision.

Done in French and in English, the French text being authoritative, at the Peace Palace,
The Hague, this twentieth day of October, two thousand and twenty-five, in three copies, one of
which will be placed in the archives of the Court and the others transmitted to the Government of the
Republic of South Africa and the Government of the State of Israel, respectively.

(Signed) IWASAWA Yuji,
President.

(Signed) Philippe GAUTIER,
Registrar.



