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MINIC-MIS-071-02-2024 

 

The Permanent Mission of Nicaragua to the United Nations presents its 

compliments to the Permanent Mission of Germany to the United Nations, and has the 

honour to attach herewith Note MRE/VM-AMM/0023/02/2024, from the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Nicaragua, addressed to the German Federal Foreign 

Office. 

 

The Permanent Mission of Nicaragua to the United Nations kindly requests the 

Permanent Mission of Germany to the United Nations to convey this Note to its 

destination. 

 

The Permanent Mission of Nicaragua to the United Nations avails itself of this 

opportunity to renew to the Permanent Mission of Germany to the United Nations, the 

assurances of its highest consideration. 

 

New York, February 1, 2024 

 
 
 
Permanent Mission of Germany 
to the United Nations 
New York 



 
 
 
 
 
 

MINISTRY 
OF 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
Managua, Nicaragua 
 
MRE/VM-AMM/0023/02/2024 
 
TO THE GERMAN FEDERAL  
FOREIGN OFFICE 
 
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of 
Nicaragua presents its compliments to the German Federal 
Foreign Office and refers to the ongoing military actions 
carried out by Israel for almost four months in the Gaza 
Strip since the events of 7 October 2023.  
 
Germany and the whole international community is well 
aware of the same facts that the International Court of 
Justice pointed out and described in its Order on 
Provisional Measures of 26 January 2024, in the case 
concerning Application of the Convention on the 
Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide (South 
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Africa vs Israel). The Court noted that the military 
operation being conducted by Israel “has resulted, inter 
alia, in tens of thousands of deaths and injuries and 
the destruction of homes, schools, medical facilities 
and other vital infrastructure, as well as displacement 
on a massive scale”. The Court also highlighted that many 
Palestinians in the Gaza Strip “have no access to the 
most basic foodstuffs, potable water, electricity, 
essential medicines or heating”.  
 
Likewise, Germany and the entire international community 
is also well aware, as the Court itself also pointed out 
in its Order, of the statements made by the Office for 
the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), the 
World Health Organization (WHO), the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the 
Near East (UNRWA), the Secretary General of the United 
Nations and 37 Special Rapporteurs, Independent Experts 
and members of Working Groups of the Human Rights 
Council, including the United Nations Committee on the 
Elimination of Racial Discrimination, all of them 
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warning of the humanitarian disaster unfolding in Gaza, 
the use of hate speech against Palestinians and the risk 
of genocide, along with breaches of international 
humanitarian law.  
 
The facts and circumstances of the Israeli actions in 
and against the Palestinians led the Court to conclude 
“that at least some of the rights claimed by South Africa 
and for which it is seeking protection are plausible. 
This is the case with respect to the right of the 
Palestinians in Gaza to be protected from acts of 
genocide and related prohibited acts identified in 
Article III”.  
 
The Order of the Court for Provisional Measures is not 
a judgment on the merits, but on the evidence publicly 
available the Court found it plausible that the Genocide 
Convention has been and is being violated by Israel. If 
genocide is plausibly occurring in the Gaza Strip in the 
judgment of the highest world Court, it cannot be 
otherwise in the judgment of the international community 
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that is also aware of the same facts that led the Court 
to that conclusion. 
 
As the Court has recalled, “all the States parties to 
the Convention have a common interest to ensure the 
prevention, suppression and punishment of genocide, by 
committing themselves to fulfilling the obligations” of 
the said instrument. The obligation to prevent genocide 
arises and begins when there is a risk of it occurring; 
in fact, when it is plausible that it is occurring or 
might occur. This plausibility in now beyond doubt and 
dispute.  
 
The German Government cannot deny that is perfectly aware 
that “a State's obligation to prevent, and the 
corresponding duty to act, arise at the instant that the 
State learns of, or should normally have learned of, the 
existence of a serious risk that genocide will be 
committed”. Since the risk of genocide is established, 
in Nicaragua’s view, that window of time has long closed 
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and the government of Germany should comply with its 
obligations under the Genocide Convention.  
 
In that sense, Nicaragua urges the government of Germany 
to immediately halt the supply of arms, ammunitions, 
technology or components to Israel as it is plausible 
they are being used to facilitate or commit violations 
of the Genocide Convention, including but not limited to 
acts of genocide, attempted genocide, complicity in 
genocide and conspiracy to commit genocide.  
 
It has been widely reported in the media that “German 
defence export approvals to Israel so far this year 
[2023] have risen nearly tenfold from last year, with 
Berlin treating permit requests as a priority” since 7 
October 2023; and that “the German government has 
approved the export of close to 303 million euros' ($323 
million) worth of defence equipment to Israel. By 
comparison, 32 million euros' worth of defence exports 
were approved in all of 2022”. It was also reported that 
“the majority of individual export permits - 185 out of 
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218 - were granted after the Oct. 7 attack on Israel”. 
It now appears to be indisputable that Germany is 
knowingly providing military components and other 
assistance capable of being used in the genocide taking 
place in Gaza. 
 
Furthermore, the recent announcement on the suspension 
by Germany of its funding to the UNRWA, on which the 
population of Gaza is critically dependent, further 
demonstrates that in the present scenario the Government 
of Germany continues to disregard its obligations and to 
actively facilitate violations of the rules of 
international law by Israel to the severe and immediate 
prejudice of the Palestinian people, particularly 
Gazans, and the international community as a whole. In 
particular, this act contributes to the collective 
punishment of the Palestinians and to the apparent 
objective of forcing the Palestinian population to leave 
the Occupied Palestinian Territories, particularly Gaza, 
and preventing the exercise of their right to self-
determination. 
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Nicaragua is of the opinion that these facts reveal that 
Germany is engaged in a gross and systematic failure to 
fulfill its obligations under the 1948 Genocide 
Convention. Therefore, it is the right and the duty of 
Nicaragua, as a State Party to the Genocide Convention 
to seek Germany’s compliance with its obligations under 
the Convention as recognized by the Court when it 
concerns erga omnes partes obligations. Consequently, 
Nicaragua will adopt all measures it considers 
appropriate in accordance with international law, to 
guarantee respect for this fundamental international 
text, including recourse to the International Court of 
Justice. 
 
 
Moreover, Nicaragua also considers that Germany has 
disregarded and continues to disregard its obligations 
under international humanitarian law, including but not 
limited to the 1949 Geneva Conventions, its Additional 
Protocols and customary international law. Common 
Article I of the 1949 Geneva Conventions explicitly 
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mandates the High Contracting Parties to “respect and to 
ensure respect for the present Convention in all 
circumstances”, which includes the obligation to 
actively take steps to endeavor that other Contracting 
Parties respect the rules.  
 
 
In this vein, Nicaragua is giving notice in writing of 
its claims concerning violations by Germany of its 
obligations under the Geneva Conventions of 1949, in 
particular the Convention Relative to the Protection of 
Civilian Persons in Time of War of August 12, 1949 and 
the Additional Protocol of 1977, and generally of 
international humanitarian law and customary 
international law, including the law of occupation, in 
the context of its failure to prevent and facilitation 
of breaches of international law by Israel in its 
operations against Palestinians in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories, particularly Gaza. The Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua avails itself of this 
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opportunity to renew to the German Federal Foreign Office 
the assurances of its highest consideration. 
 

2 February 2024 
 
 
 
 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Republic of Nicaragua 



Annex 2. Note from the Permanent Mission of Germany to the United 
Nations to the Permanent Mission of Nicaragua to the 
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PRESS RELEASE OF THE GOVERMENT OF NICARAGUA 

The Government of Reconciliation and National Unity informs the people of Nicaragua and 

the international community that it has notified the governments of the United Kingdom, 

Germany, the Netherlands and Canada of its decision to hold them responsible under 

international law for gross and systematic violations to the Convention on the Prevention and 

Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, international humanitarian law and customary law, 

including the law of occupation in the Occupied Palestinian Territories, in particular the Gaza 

Strip.  

In this vein, in a note verbal sent to these governments, Nicaragua recalled that the facts and 

circumstances of the Israeli actions in and against the Palestinians led the International Court 

of Justice to conclude on 26 January 2024 “that at least some of the rights claimed by South 

Africa and for which it is seeking protection are plausible. This is the case with respect to the 

right of the Palestinians in Gaza to be protected from acts of genocide and related prohibited 

acts identified in Article III”.  

Although the Order on Provisional Measures of the Court is not a judgment on the merits, 

nevertheless on the evidence publicly available, the Court found it plausible that the Genocide 

convention has been and is being violated by Israel. If genocide is plausibly occurring in the 

Gaza Strip in the judgment of the highest world Court, it cannot be otherwise in the judgment 

of the international community that is also dramatically aware of the same facts that led the 

Court to that conclusion. 

The obligation to prevent genocide arises and begins when there is a risk of it occurring; in 

fact, when it is plausible that it is occurring or might occur. This plausibility in now beyond 

doubt and dispute.  

In that sense, Nicaragua has urged the governments of the United Kingdom, Germany, the 

Netherlands and Canada to immediately halt the supply of arms, ammunitions, technology 

and/or components to Israel as it is plausible they might have been use to facilitate or commit 

violations of the Genocide Convention, including but not limited to acts of genocide, attempted 

genocide, complicity in genocide and conspiracy to commit genocide.  

Unfortunately, the provision of military weapons and other assistance capable of being used in 

the genocide taking place has not stopped or diminished since the genocidal attacks of Israel 

on the Gaza Strip began in October 2023, and in some cases has indeed increased. Nicaragua 

has reminded these governments that “a State's obligation to prevent, and the corresponding 

duty to act, arise at the instant that the State learns of, or should normally have learned of, the 

existence of a serious risk that genocide will be committed”.  

Furthermore, Nicaragua has warned that the recent announcements by these governments on 

the suspension of the funds to the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine 

Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) further exposes that in the present scenario, the 

Governments of the United Kingdom, Germany, the Netherlands and Canada continue to 

disregard their obligations, and to actively facilitate violations of the rules of international law 

by Israel to the severe and immediate prejudice of the Palestinian people, particularly Gazans, 

and the international community as a whole. In particular, Nicaragua has underscored that this 

act contributes to the collective punishment of the Palestinians and to the apparent objective of 



forcing the Palestinian population to leave the Occupied Palestinian Territories, particularly 

Gaza, and preventing the exercise of their right to self-determination. 

Consequently, Nicaragua has given written notice to these governments that it will adopt all 

measures it considers appropriate in accordance with international law, including recourse to 

the International Court of Justice, to guarantee respect for these fundamental international texts 

and customary international law. 

The Government of Reconciliation and National Unity reaffirms its firm commitment to the 

Rule of Law at the International Level and the peaceful settlement of disputes between States. 

Managua, 1 February 2024. 

https://www.el19digital.com/articulos/ver/titulo:148879-gobierno-de-nicaragua-impedir-y-detener-
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Federal Foreign Office

Statements by the Federal Foreign Office 
at the Government Press Conference on 
7 February 2024

07.02.2024 - Article

Possible action by Nicaragua against Germany, the 
Netherlands, the United Kingdom and Canada before 
the ICJ in connection with the conflict in the Gaza Strip

Question

Nicaragua said on Monday that it had taken the first steps to bring Germany, the 
Netherlands, the United Kingdom and Canada before the ICJ for alleged complicity in the 
killing of thousands of Palestinian civilians. At the same time, it has stated in an official 
communiqué that it has sent Germany a note verbale requesting Germany to 
immediately cease the supply of ammunition, weapons and technological components to 
Israel in order to prevent potential violations of the Genocide Convention.

Firstly, can you confirm receipt of this note verbale?

Secondly: How does Germany intend to react to the aforementioned steps by Nicaragua?

Deschauer (Federal Foreign Office)

Thank you for your question. We are aware of a press release. I cannot confirm here any 
further steps that you are suggesting. Beyond that, we naturally reject the relevant 
content of the press release.

Additional question

Firstly: Did I understand you correctly that this note verbale did not make it to the Federal 
Foreign Office?
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In this note verbale, Nicaragua argues that it is plausible that the weapons supplied to 
Israel by Germany, among others - and I quote briefly - are being used to facilitate or 
commit violations of the Genocide Convention, including aiding and abetting genocide. In 
view of the fact that the ICJ has largely accepted South Africa's application, I would be 
interested to know how you intend to refute Nicaragua's accusation.

Deschauer (Federal Foreign Office)

You are now making a lot of interconnected assumptions in your question, or let's say in 
your statement.

Addition

That is not a statement. I asked a question.

Deschauer (Federal Foreign Office)

Exactly, in your speech.

Shout-out

I asked a question!

Chairwoman Wefers

If I may intervene since I am chairing the meeting: In the speaking time you had, the 
question part was relatively short and the introductory part relatively long. I think you 
know that very well. That takes - I say this in the interests of the colleagues who are 
asking questions here - a relatively long time.

Deschauer (Federal Foreign Office)

I have already answered your question in that sense. We know the press release. 
Nothing else is known. Accordingly, we have no reason to comment further. We reject 
the contents of the press release.

Shout-out

The verbal note has not yet arrived?

Deschauer (Federal Foreign Office)

I have now answered your question twice.

...
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Erklärungen des Auswärtigen Amts in
der Regierungspressekonferenz vom
07.02.2024
07.02.2024 - Artikel

Mögliches Vorgehen Nicaraguas gegen Deutschland,
die Niederlande, Großbritannien und Kanada vor dem
IGH in Zusammenhang mit dem Konflikt im
Gazastreifen

Frage

Nicaragua hat nach eigener Darstellung am Montag erste Schritte eingeleitet, um
Deutschland, die Niederlande, Großbritannien und Kanada vor dem IGH wegen
mutmaßlicher Komplizenschaft bei der tausendfachen Tötung palästinensischer Zivilisten
zur Verantwortung zu ziehen. Gleichzeitig hat es in einem offiziellen Kommuniqué erklärt,
dass es Deutschland eine Verbalnote geschickt habe, in der Deutschland aufgefordert
werde, die Lieferung von Munition, Waffen und Technologiekomponenten nach Israel
sofort einzustellen, um so potenzielle Verstöße gegen die Völkermordkonvention zu
verhindern.

Können Sie, erstens, den Eingang dieser Verbalnote bestätigen?

Zweitens: Wie gedenkt Deutschland, auf die dargelegten Schritte Nicaraguas zu
reagieren?

Deschauer (AA)

Vielen Dank für Ihre Frage. Wir haben Kenntnis von einer Pressemitteilung. Weitere
Schritte darüber hinaus, die Sie andeuten, kann ich hier nicht bestätigen. Darüber hinaus
weisen wir natürlich entsprechende Inhalte der Pressemitteilung zurück.

Zusatzfrage

Zum einen: Habe ich Sie richtig verstanden, dass es diese Verbalnote nicht bis ins
Auswärtige Amt geschafft hat?

Auswärtiges Amt

https://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/de
Claudia Loza
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In dieser Verbalnote argumentiert Nicaragua, dass es plausibel sei, dass die unter 
anderem von Deutschland an Israel gelieferten Waffen ‑ ich zitiere kurz ‑ zur 
Erleichterung oder Begehung von Verstößen gegen die Völkermordkonvention 
einschließlich Beihilfe zum Völkermord verwendet werden. Vor dem Hintergrund, dass 
der IGH das Gesuch Südafrikas zum großen Teil angenommen hat, würde mich 
interessieren, wie Sie diesen Vorwurf Nicaraguas entkräften wollen.

Deschauer (AA)

Sie machen jetzt sehr viele Prämissen in einer Kette in Ihrer Frage, oder sagen wir mal: 
in Ihrer Stellungnahme.

Zusatz

Das ist keine Stellungnahme. Ich habe gefragt.

Deschauer (AA)

Genau, in Ihrer Ansprache.

Zuruf

Ich habe eine Frage gestellt!

Vorsitzende Wefers

Wenn ich mich einmal einschalten darf, weil ich die Sitzungsleitung innehabe: In der 
Redezeit, die Sie hatten, war der Frageanteil relativ kurz und der Einführungsanteil relativ 
lang. Ich denke, das wissen Sie auch ganz gut. Das hält ‑ das sage ich im Interesse der 
Kollegen, die hier Fragen stellen ‑ relativ lange auf.

Deschauer (AA)

In dem Sinne hatte ich Ihre Frage auch schon beantwortet. Wir kennen die 
Pressemitteilung. Alles Weitere ist nicht bekannt. Dementsprechend haben wir gar 
keinen Anlass, dies weiter zu kommentieren. Wir weisen die Inhalte der Pressemitteilung 
zurück.

Zuruf

Die Verbalnote ist noch nicht angekommen?

Deschauer (AA)

Ich habe Ihre Frage jetzt zweimal beantwortet.

...
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Report on 2023

German weapons for 20 million to Israel

17.01.2024 | 08:27 |

The German government has authorised arms exports worth 20 million euros to 

Israel in 2023, according to information from the Ministry of Economic Affairs 

available to dpa.

Israeli soldiers in November 2023 

Source: dpa

Last year, the German government authorised the export of war weapons worth 

20.1 million euros to Israel. This is quoted by the German Press Agency from an 

answer given by the Ministry of Economics to a question by Sevim Dagdelen, a 

member of the Bundestag from the Alliance Sahra Wagenknecht.

Accordingly, these included:

Ĥűġġġ ÛÑßë��Ã� anti-tank weapons,

Ħġġűġġġ ßÑñË�ã Ñ§ ammunition §Ñß É��®²Ë� ©ñËãű ãñ�É��®²Ë� ©ñËã Ñß Ñë®�ß 

§ñÃÃă Ñß ã�É²ƒ�ñëÑÉ�ë²� §²ß��ßÉãű �ã ý�ÃÃ �ã

ģĤĪ detonators �Ë� ĥĥ propelling charges.

In total, ë®� �Ñ�Ã²ë²ÑË ©Ñü�ßËÉ�Ëë �ÛÛßÑü�� arms supplies ýÑßë® ĤģħŰĦ É²ÃÃ²ÑË 

�ñßÑã ëÑ /ãß��Ã ²Ë ģġģĤ ƒ ë�Ë ë²É�ã �ã Éñ�® �ã ²Ë ë®� Ûß�ü²Ññã ă��ßŰ e®� 

C²Ë²ãëßă Ñ§ ��ÑËÑÉ²� �§§�²ßã ®�� �Ãß���ă �ËËÑñË��� ë®²ã §²©ñß� �ë ë®� 

��©²ËË²Ë© Ñ§ 9�Ëñ�ßăŰ

CÑãë Ñ§ ë®� �ñë®Ñß²ã�� �ĂÛÑßëã ß�Ã�ë�� ëÑ land vehicles ƆħĦƇ �Ë� technology §Ñß 

ë®� ��ü�ÃÑÛÉ�Ëëű É�Ëñ§��ëñß�ű ÑÛ�ß�ë²ÑËű É�²Ëë�Ë�Ë�� �Ë� ß�Û�²ß Ñ§ ý��ÛÑËã 

.... .

Politics International Report on 2023: German weapons for 20 million to Israel
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In 2022, the largest armaments manufacturers earned less money than in the previous year. 

Especially US companies saw a drop in turnover. But this is likely to change in 2023.

04.12.2023 | 0:27 min

Most permits after the Hamas attack
Following the terrorist attack by the Islamist group Hamas on 7 October, Federal 

Chancellor Olaf Scholz (SPD) repeatedly reiterated that Israel's security is part of 

Germany's raison d'État.

The Ministry of Economic Affairs, which is responsible for arms exports, declared in 

November that, as a consequence of the terrorist attacks, "applications for the 

export of defence equipment to Israel would be processed and approved as a matter 

of priority". According to earlier information, the majority of the licences were issued 

after 7 October.

Foreign policy expert Dagdelen sharply criticised the arms exports to Israel:

Sevim Dagdelen, Alliance Sahra Wagenknecht

„
Instead of supplying more and more weapons to 
Israel, which could be used to kill even more 
Palestinian civilians, the German government 
should revoke its export licences and support an 
immediate ceasefire in Gaza.
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Israel clearly rejects the accusation of genocide in the Gaza war before the 

International Court of Justice.

12.01.2024 | 2:29 min

Authorisation for another submarine
Not included in the statistics is the planned export of a sixth German submarine to 

Israel. The construction of the "INS Drakon" had already been initiated in 2006 by 

the then black-red federal government. The final authorisation was only granted by 

the Federal Security Council at the end of last year. It is unclear when the submarine 

will be delivered.

Submarine exports to Israel are controversial because, according to experts, they 

could be equipped with nuclear weapons. According to reports from specialised 

media, the turret of the new "Dolphin II" class submarine will be significantly wider 

and longer than its predecessors. It is speculated that this is to accommodate new 

missile systems.

Israel has already ordered three more submarines of the new "Dakar" class from 

ThyssenKrupp Marine Systems at the beginning of 2022. However, delivery of the 

first of these boats will still take years.

Also supply of tank ammunition?
The "Spiegel" reported that the German government is also examining the supply of 

tank ammunition. The ministries involved had already agreed on this in principle. 

This involves 10,000 rounds of 120-millimetre precision ammunition, which had 

already been requested in November.
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