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Ecuador institutes proceedings against Mexico 

 
 THE HAGUE, 29 April 2024. Ecuador today filed an Application instituting proceedings 
against Mexico before the International Court of Justice with regard to a dispute relating to the 
alleged violation by Mexico of a series of obligations owed to Ecuador under international law, 
arising from Mexico’s conduct relative to Mr Jorge David Glas Espinel (the former Vice-President 
of Ecuador). 

 In its Application, Ecuador contends that Mexico used the premises of its diplomatic mission 
in Quito between 17 December 2023 and 5 April 2024 “to shield Mr. Glas from enforcement by 
Ecuador of its criminal law” in relation to several criminal proceedings and investigations instituted 
by Ecuador against him, and that these actions “constituted, among other things, a blatant misuse of 
the premises of a diplomatic mission”. Ecuador further accuses Mexico of unlawfully granting 
Mr Glas political asylum and of interfering in its internal affairs. 

 Ecuador seeks to found the Court’s jurisdiction on Article 36, paragraph 1, of the Statute of 
the Court and Article XXXI of the Pact of Bogotá, to which both States are parties. 

 
___________ 

 
 

 The Application instituting proceedings is available on the Court’s website. 

 The French version of this press release will be issued in due course. 

 
___________ 

 
 

 Note: The Court’s press releases are prepared by its Registry for information purposes only 
and do not constitute official documents.  
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 The International Court of Justice (ICJ) is the principal judicial organ of the United Nations. 
It was established by the United Nations Charter in June 1945 and began its activities in April 1946. 
The Court is composed of 15 judges elected for a nine-year term by the General Assembly and the 
Security Council of the United Nations. The seat of the Court is at the Peace Palace in The Hague 
(Netherlands). The Court has a twofold role: first, to settle, in accordance with international law, 
legal disputes submitted to it by States; and, second, to give advisory opinions on legal questions 
referred to it by duly authorized United Nations organs and agencies of the system. 
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