






















































































































































Chapter I 

Article l 
The Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO} and the United Nat,ions Educational, 

Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), (hereinaft,er referred to as "the Parties") ; 

Wishing to conclude an agreement concerning the establishment of a UNESCO 
Liaison Office temporarily in Ramallah and setting forth the terms and conditions under 
which the said Liaison Office should operate; 
Have decided to conclude this Agreement and have accordingl1y agreed as follows: 

Chapter II 

Headquarters of the Liaison Office 

Article 2 
The Liaison Office shall legally form part of UNESCO and, as such1 shal'l be under 

the authority and control of UNESCO. UNESCO shall have the right to make internal 
regulations applicable at the Uaison Office and to its staff and to establish the necessary 
conditions for operation of the Office. 

Ar,tide 3 
The premises forming part of the Liaison Off.ice shall be inv1iolable. Palestinian 

Authori,ty (PA) law enforcement agents or officials, ,in the performance of their duties, shall 
not enter such premis,es save wi,th the consent or at the request of the Director-General of 
UNESCO or the person empowered to exercise his/her functions and in accordance with 
conditions approv,ed by him or her. 

Article 4 
Without prejudice to the terms of this Agreement, UNESCO shall not permit the 

Liaison Office to become a place of asylum for persons seeking to evade the due process 
of law. 

Article 5 
The PA shall as far as possible take steps to protect the premises of the Liaison 

Office and to maintain order in its immediate vicinity. 



Chapter Ill 

Property, Funds and Assets 

Article 6 
UNESCO, its property and assets, wherever situated and by whomsoever held, shall 

enjoy immunity from every form of legal process, except in so far as in any particular case, 
UNESCO has waived immunity. However, no waiver shall extend to any measure of 
execution. 

Article 7 
The archives of UNESCO and, in general, all documents belonging to or held by 

it by virtue of its functions shall be inviolable wherever they are kept in the Palestinian 
Authority's Territories {PAT). 

Article 8 
UNESCO, its property, assets and income shall be exempt from all di.rect taxation: 

provided that UNESCO shall pay taxes charged for services rendered. 

Article 9 
Without being restricted by financial controls, regulations or moratoria of any kind: 

(a) UNESCO may hold and use funds or negotiable instruments of any kind. While the 
PA recognizes the right of UNESCO to maintain and operate accounts in any 
currency and convert any currency held by it into any other currency. UNESCO 
may, nevertheless, freely transfer its funds into Palestinian Territories (PT) and may 
also, at any time, freely transfer all or part of the balance thereof out of PT, through 
a non-resident rand account, which for that purpose may be switched into any 
foreign currency. 

(b) UNESCO shall be free to transfer its funds or currency from one country to another 
or within the PT, to other organizations or agencies of the United Nations system. w 

Chapter IV 

·officials and Experts 

Article 11 
Officials of UNESCO assigned to the liaison Office and other officials on official 

missions with the Liaison Office, bearing diplomatic or official. passports shall enjoy the 
following privileges and immunities: 

(a) Immunity from legal process in respect of words spoken or written and all acts 
performed by them in their official capacity; 
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(b) Exemption from taxation on salaries and emoluments paid to them by UNESCO: 
provided that such officials and experts shall not include persons who were local ly 
recruited; 

(c) They may import into the PAT, fre~ of duty, a passenger car intended for their 
personal use, on the conditions laid down by the relevant laws, regulations and 
orders applicable in PAT and after complying with the formalities presented by 
those laws, regulations and orders; 

Article 12 
The privileges and immunities specified in this chapter are granted to offkials in the 

interests of UNESCO and not for the personal benefit of the individuals themselves. The 
Director-General shall therefore agree to waive the privileges and immunities granted to 
an official in any case in which the employment of such privileges and immunjties would 
impede the course of justice, provided that this action does not prejudice the interest of 
UNESCO. 

Article 13 
UNESCO shall, in, due course, communicate to the PA the names of the persons 

to whom this chapter applies. 

Chapter V 

Settlement of Disputes 

Article 14 
UNESCO shall make the necessary provision for appropriate modes of settlement 

of: 

(a) Disputes arising out of the performance of contracts or other disputes in private law 
to which UNESCO is a party ; 

(b) Disputes involving any official of UNESCO w~o, by reason of his official position, 
enjoys immunity, if this immunity has not been waived by the Director-General of 
UNESCO. 

Article 15 
Any di,spute between the Parties to this Agreement concerning its interpretation or 

application, or any supplementary agreement, if it is not settled by negotiation or any other 
appropriate method agreed to by the Parties, shall be submitted for final decision to an 
arbitration tribunal composed of three members : one shal 'I be appointed by the Director­
General of UNESCO, another by the Chairman of the PLO, and the third chosen by 
agreement between the Parties or., if the Parties cannot agree, by the President of the 
International Court of Justice. The decision of the tribunal shall be final. 
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Chapter VI 

Final Provisions 

Article 16 
The Parties to this Agreement may conclude such supp1lementary agreements as are 

necessary in the field covered by this Agreement. Any amendment to this Agreement shall 
be in writing and signed on behalf of both Parties. 

Article 17 
This Agreement shall enter into force on the date on which the PLO notifies 

UNESCO in writing that the Agreement has received legislative approval in accordance 
with the legislative practices of the PAT. 

Article 18 
This Agreement and any supplementary agreement concluded between its Parties 

in accordance with its provisions shall cease to have effect 12 months after the date on 
which one of the Parties notifies the other in writing of its decision to terminate the 
Agreement. 

D eat Gaza on 24 May 1997 

Federico Mayor 
Director-General 
of the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization 

of the Executive Committee 
of the Pa estine Liberation Organization 
President of the Palestinian Authority 
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L r, 

1 t:ave the honour to rafer to your 1eU2r of 12 November 
19$7, concerning ~he terms of re7erence gov~rni~9 the work of 
the recen:ly established UNESCO off1ce in Rama ' 1c..h. 

As you know, Israel supports al l efforts to improve the 
economic and social condition of the Falestinian popu lation of 
th~ wEst Sank and the Gaza Strip. ln accordance witn th is 
policyT we hive encouraged and coope~a~~d wit~ UNESCO's 
Prog~amme of Assistance to the Palestinian People. 

Israel dpproves of the establishment of the UNESCO office 
in Ramaliah, and views it 2s as being r:!sponsib1e for 
coor~ ~nating ar.o fa:il i tating UN£SCO's Prog~am.c~ of Assis:anc~ 
to the Pa. lest; nia.n Peop 1e in the fields of educ at ~on and 
cu Hure. Such activities must, of course , be conducted in a 
manner wh ici7 i £ c.ons is tent wttli t he Pea·ce Proces~ and , ir, 
partic~lir, w~th the agreements that have been rEachea between 
Isr.;.e l and :he .P,L .0. , ;nclud ~ng tr,e isr-aeli-?~lestinian :nter~m 
Agre~m~nt on the West s~nk and Gaz2 Str ip. signed in ~ashing:on, 
D. C. on 2S September 1995. 

lsrael ~eco~nfzes that the Programme of hss:stance to the 
Pa lest in ian People is a ~road :,rogramme, a ibe it l ir:i i ted by 
budge::ar_y ne-:e ss ity. W;;, tnerefo:-e, expect tha. t the Director- of 
the Ra~a i iah cff;ce wi ll ha.v~ at his d~s posal ap?~Jpri:te means 
and staff ta fu1f i ll l'lis miss ion . We believe it important, 
how~ver, for t!,e crec:iti : 1t_y and efficiency of U:1e programme , to 
ensure tha: ~hese means remain reaso~atle and prJportior.ate to 
UNESCO ' s ro le. 7hus, an international staff of 2-3 (includin~ a 
driver) and a l ocal staff of about the same si z! wou ld be 
appropriat~ and acc~ptable . 

F_inalty , a: , low me to refer :o the matter c-f t~e legal and 
atiministrat i·.'e statl!s of the off ;ce vis-a-vis the Israen 
authorities . As you x.now , I srae; is party to the Convent ~on on 
the Prh·ileges ar,d I mmuniUes of t he United Nations. Israel is 
prepared to exte,d the terms of this Conventi~n. as app l ied ir. 
Israe l with relition to other U.N. agencies {sucJ as UNDP and 
UNRWA) to the new UNESCO offi:e, its foreign sta~f and re l2ted 
property ~n~ funds . 



,,,I 

; 33 1 -4.5.:,85675 ED/PAL U/'IESCO 

., - ' -

I believe tnat the ap~1ication of the above arrangemEnt 
offers so 1 ut ions to the is sues that have been raised by your 
staff concerning ,the functioning of the Ramallah office. 
Accordingly, I h~ve instructed the · staff of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs to begin to make the necessary arrangements and 
to coordinate with other gcve;nm~nta1 offices to ensure that the 
Convention is applied appropriately in all its aspects. 

nis Excellency 
Hr. fede,ir.o Ma vor 
Di rectcr-Generai 
UNESCO 
7, Place de Fontenoy 
7~352 -?ar~s 07 SP 
France 
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