



































































































































































































































Chapter 11l

~ Property, Funds and Assets

Article 6
UNESCO, its property and assets, wherever situated and by whomsoever held, shall

enjoy immunity from every form of legal process, except in so far as in any particular case,
UNESCO has waived immunity. However, no waiver shall extend to any measure of

execution.

Article 7
The archives of UNESCO and, in general, all documents belonging to or held by
it by virtue of its functions shall be inviolable wherever they are kept in the Palestinian

Authority’s Territories (PAT).

Article 8
UNESCO, its property, assets and income shall be exempt from all direct taxation:

provided that UNESCO shall pay taxes charged for services rendered.

Article 9
Without being restricted by financial controls, regulations or moratoria of any kind:

(a) UNESCO may hold and use funds or negotiable instruments of any kind. While the
PA recognizes the right of UNESCO to maintain and operate accounts in any
currency and convert any currency held by it into any other currency. UNESCO
may, nevertheless, freely transfer its funds into Palestinian Territories (PT) and may
also, at any time, freely transfer all or part of the balance thereof out of PT, through
a non-resident rand account, which for that purpose may be switched into any
foreign currency.

(b) UNESCO shall be free to transfer its funds or currency from one country to another

or within the PT, to other organizations or agencies of the United Nations system. ~

Chapter IV

Officials and Experts

Article 11
Officials of UNESCO assigned to the Liaison Office and other officials on official

missions with the Liaison Office, bearing diplomatic or official passports shall enjoy the
following privileges and immunities :

(a) Immunity from legal process in respect of words spoken or written and all acts
performed by them in their official capacity ;
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(by  Exemption from taxation on salaries and emoluments paid to them by UNESCO :
provided that such officials and experts shall not include persons who were locally

recruited ;

(c) They may import into the PAT, free of duty, a passenger car intended for their
personal use, on the conditions laid down by the relevant laws, regulations and
orders applicable in PAT and after complying with the formalities presented by
those laws, regulations and orders ;

Article 12
The privileges and immunities specified in this chapter are granted to officials in the

interests of UNESCO and not for the personal benefit of the individuals themselves. The
Director-General shall therefore agree to waive the privileges and immunities granted to
an official in any case in which the employment of such privileges and immunities would
impede the course of justice, provided that this action does not prejudice the interest of

UNESCO.

Article 13
UNESCO shall, in, due course, communicate to the PA the names of the persons

to whom this chapter applies.

Chapter V

Settlement of Disputes

Article 14
UNESCO shall make the necessary provision for appropriate modes of settlement

of :

(a) Disputes arising out of the performance of contracts or other disputes in private law
to which UNESCO is a party ;

(b) Disputes involving any official of UNESCO who, by reason of his official position,
enjoys immunity, if this immunity has not been waived by the Director-General of
UNESCO. -

Article 15 _
Any dispute between the Parties to this Agreement concerning its interpretation or

application, or any supplementary agreement, if it is not settled by negotiation or any other
appropriate method agreed to by the Parties, shall be submitted for final decision to an
arbitration tribunal composed of three members : one shall be appointed by the Director-
General of UNESCO, another by the Chairman of the PLO, and the third chosen by
agreement between the Parties or, if the Parties cannot agree, by the President of the
Intemat:onal Court of Justice. The decision of the tribunal shall be final.
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Chapter VI

Final Provisions

Article 16
The Parties to this Agreement may conclude such supplementary agreements as are

necessary in the field covered by this Agreement. Any amendment to this Agreement shall
be in writing and signed on behalf of both Parties.

Article 17
This Agreement shall enter into force on the date on which the PLO notifies

UNESCO in writing that the Agreement has received legislative approval in accordance
with the legislative practices of the PAT.

Article 18
This Agreement and any supplementary agreement concluded between its Parties

in accordance with its provisions shall cease to have effect 12 months after the date on
which one of the Parties notifies the other in writing of its decision to terminate the

Agreement.

Dane at Gaza on 24 May 1997

Federico Mayor Yasser

Director-General Chair of the'Executive Committee

of the United Nations Educational, of the Palestine Liberation Organization
Scientific and Cultural Organization - President of the Palestinian Authority
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Excellency,

I have the honour to refer to your letter of 12 November
1957, concerning the terms of referenca govarning the work of
the recently established UNESCO office in Rama’lzh.

= As you know, Isrzel supports all efforts to improve the
ecoromic and social condition of the Falestinian population of
the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. In zccordance with this
policy, we hive encouraged and cooperated with  UNZSCO‘s
Programme of Assistance to the Palestinian Peogple.

Israel approves of the establishment of the UNESCO office
in Hamelizh, &nd views {t as as being respensible for
coordinating and facilitzating UNESCO's Programme of Assistance
to the Palestinian People in the fieles of education and
culture. Such activities must, of course, be conducted in a
manner which is consistent with the Peace Proces: and, in
particular, with the agreements that have besn reached beiween
Israel and the P,L.0., including the {sraeli-Pzlestinian Interim
Agrzement on the West Bank and Gazz Strip, signed in Wz:shingten,
0.C. on 22 September ]535.

Israel recognizes that the Programme of Assistance to the
Falestinian People 35 a broad orogramme. alteit limited by
budgetary necessity. We, therefore, expect that the Director of
the Ramailah cffice will have at his disposal aporoprizte means
and staff to fuifill his mission. We belizve it imporiant,
hewever, for the crecibility and efficiency of the programme, to
ensure that these means remain reasonable and proportionzte to
UNESCO's role. Thus, an interpaticnal staff of 2-3 (including a
c¢river) and a local staff of about the same size would be
appropriats and acceptable,

Finzlly, allow me to refer ic the matter of the Tecal znd
administrative status of the office wvis-a-vis the Israeli
authorities. As you kpow, Israe]l s party to the Conveniion on
the Privileges and Immunities of the United Natisns. Isrzel is
prepared to extend the terms of this Convention, as applied ir
Israe] with relztion to other U.N. agencies {sucn as UNDP and
UNRWA] ta the new UNESCO office, its foreign staff and relzted
properiy and funds.
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I believe that the apolication of the above arrancement
offers soluticns To the issues that have been raised by your
staff concerning .the functioning of the Ramzllah office.
Accordingly, I have instructed the staff of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs to begin to make the necessary arrangements and
to coordinate with other governmental cffices to ensure that the
Convention is applied appropriately in all its zspects.

Siscerelyn |
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Ais Excellency

Mr. Federico Mayor
Directer-Gererz|
UNESCO

7, Place de Fontenoy
75352 .Paris 07 SP
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