
I.C.J. Coinnuniqué no 57/29 
(Unoff ic ia l )  

The following i n fo rmt ion  ?rom the  Registry of the  Internat ional  
Court of Jus t i ce  has been comrmnicated t o  t h e  Press: 

On October Lnd, 1957, t he  Swiss Arnbassedor t o  the  Netherlands handed 
t o  t h e  Registrar  of the In te rna t iona l  Court of Jus t ice  on behalf of t h e  
Swiss Confederation an Application i n s t i t u t i n g  proceedings before the  
Court against  the  United S ta tes  of ?aer lca  regarding a dispute which r e f e r s  
t o  t he  r e s t i t u t i o n  by the, Jn i ted  S ta tes  of t he  a s se t s  of t he  Société i n t e r -  
nationale pour ~ a r t i c i ~ t i o n s  i ndus t r i e l l e s  e t  commerciales. This jo int  
stock Company, vhich was entered ir! the  Comnercial 2eg is te r  of the  Urban 
D i s t r i c t  of Basle on ,Tune 26th, 19.28, i s  knovm by the name of ttInterhand.elu. 

A s  f o m l a t e d  i n  t h e  8ppl icat ion,  t he  f a c t s  a re  shor t ly  these.  

As from 194.2 the  Government of t he  'gnited Sta$es ordered the  vest ing 
of some 90 per cent-of the shares of the General and FiLïn Corporation, 
a business established i n  t h e  United S ta tes  and belonging t o  Interhandel. 
These measures were j i rs t i f ied  by the  asse r t ion  t h a t  the  sa id  shares were 
i n  fac t  the  property of I.G. Farben of Frankfort o r  were owned by o r  held 
f o r  t h a t  Gerrnan concern. 

Interhandel, however, had severed e l1 connection with I.G. Farben in 
June, 1940, and kiad therefore  ceased t o  be under German control. I n  1948 
the  Government of Svitzerland demanded the  re lease  of Interhandelis  a s se t s  
i n  t h e  United S ta tes ,  invoking f o r  t h i s  purpose more especia l ly  t h e  
f i hanc i e l  agreement conchded i n  Mashington on Fky 25th, 1946, be twen  Swiss 
representatives,  on the  one side,  and representatives,  on t he  other,  of the 
United S ta tes  of h e r i c a ,  France and t h e  United Icingdom, ac t ing  on behalf 
of t h e i r  , I l l ies .  hrevertheless, deferr ing t o  several  Allied representations,  
pa r t i cu la r ly  by t he  United S ta tes  Governnient, which declared t h a t  it had 
found i n  Germany documents implying close associa t ion between I.G. Farben 
and Interhandel, the  Swiss eu tho r i t i e s  i n  1945 took s teps  f o r  t h e  
provisional  blocking of Interhandelis  propertg, with a v i e w t o  making a 
fur ther  and more thorough invastigation.  Tnis enquiry, Like the  previous 
one, established t h a t  Interhandel was i n  no degree under German influence. 
The Allies,  however, refused t o  accept t h i s  f inding end the  shares of the  
General Aniline and Film Corporation i n  the  United S ta tes  were not released. 
Diplo,mat i c  negot i a t  ions f  ollowed be twen  Berne and ri.Jashuigton, but were 
abort ive.  The Swiss Government then proposed t o  the  Government of t h e  
United S ta tes  t o  have recourse t o  a r b i t r a t i o n  o r  conci l ia t ion proceedings, 
basing t h e i r  proposel both on t he  t r e a t y  of a zb i t r a t i on  and conc i l i a t ion  
dated February 16th, 1931 and on Ar t ic le  V I  of t h e  T,fashington Accord, in 
which a rb i t r a t i on  i s  provided fo r  i n  case of d i f ferences  of opinion be tmen  
the  pa r t i e s  t o  t ha t  Accord. In January, 1957, t h e  Government of the  United 
S ta tes  declared t h a t  conci l ia t ion v~ould not lead t o  any posi t ive  r e s ~ d t  
and t h a t  it was unable t o  submit t he  dispute t o  a rb i t ra t ion .  It fu r the r  
refused t o  undertake t o  respect the  s t a t u s  quo pending a settlement of 
t h e  question. 

Considering therefore  t h a t  it had exhausted a l 1  the means a,t i t s  
di.sposa1 of putt ing an end t o  the  dispute by d ip lomt ic  ineans, the Swiss 
Govermer% applied t o  the  Court on the  bas i s  of the  declara t ions  vihereby 
the  United S ta tes  of the  one par t  and Switzerland of the  other have 
recognised t he  compulsory jwkd ic t  ion of the  Court under Ar t ic le  36, 
paragraph 2, of the  S ta tu te .  The Acplication requests the  Court t o  decide 
t h a t  t h e  Goverment of the  United S ta tes  i s  bound t o  res to re  t he  a s s e t s  
of Interhandel t o  t ha t  Company and, a l t e rna t ive ly ,  t ha t  t he  dispute is 
of a nature t o  be submitted t o  jur isdic t ion,  a r b i t r a t i o n  or  c o n c i l i ~ t i o n  
under conditions i*rhich it w i l l  r e s t  with the  Court t o  determine. 

The Regis t rar  of the  Court conii:~unicc?ted the Swiss Govermentis 
Ap2lication t o  t he  United S ta tes  .of jmerica on t h e  day on vrhich it was 
f i l e d ,  namely, October 2nd. 

The Hague, October 3rd, 1957. 




