
. I.C.J. Comminiqué 57/41 
(unof f i c i a l )  

The îo l lowing  informat ion  f r an the  R2g i s t ry  of t h e  I n t e r n a t  i o n a l  
Court o f  J u s t i c e  i s  oom~un ica t ed  t o  t h e  p re s s :  

On October 16 th ,  1957, t h e  i j i inister of I s r a e l  i n  t h e  Netherlands 
handed t o  t h e  Ee 'gis t rar  of t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Coui-t o f  J u s t i c e  an 
Applicat ion i n s t i t u t i n g  proceedin is  a g a i n s t  the Peop le ' s  Republic of 
Bulgaria  i n  r e s p e c t  of an  a e r i a l  i n c i d e n t  which occurred on J u l y  S')th, 

1955. 

The Applicat ion r e c a l l s  t,iïat on tn;t d a t e  an a i r c r a f t  belonging t o  
Zn I s r a e l i  a i r l i n e  ccflpany was shot  dolm on Bulgarian i e r r i t o r y  by u n i t s  
of t h e  Bulgarian S e c u r i t y  Forces. The f i f ty-one  passengers  2nd seven 
crew memberç were k i l l e d .  The Government of I s r a e l  hus claimed damages 
from t h e  Bulgarian Governr~eni throuzh diplornatic channels .  The 
nego-t ia t ions not  having proved s u c c e s s f u l ,  it r e q u e s t s  t h e  Court t o  
d e c l a r e  t h a t  Bulgar ia  is reuponsible  under i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l a w  f o r  t h e  
darmge caused and t o  ..determine t h e  amount of  ~ o ~ n p e n s a t i o n  due. 

The Applicat ion adds tk?,i a nurnber or" t h e  v ic t i ins  were n a t i o n a l s  
of o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  and t h e  C;overninsi?t o î  I s r a e l  understands i h a t  t h e  
S t a t e s  of wjiich t h e s e  v ic t imç were n a i i o n a l s  have a l s o  submit ted c la ims  
agairis t t h e  Bulgarian kvernr~zent  . 

For t h e  purpose of e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  J u r i s d i c t i o n  of  t n e  Court, t h e  
Applicat ion invokes t h e  d e c l a r a t i o n s  by t h e  two S t a t e s  involved accep t ing  
t h e  cornpu1sor;y j u r i s d i c t i o n  of t h e  Court, namely, t h e  ù e c l a r a t i o n  of 
I s r a e l  d.esosi'~ed with ' t i i e  Secre ta r ix l ;  of the  United Z\iations on October 17 th ,  
1956, i n  r e s p e c t  o f  a l l  l e g a l  d i s p u t e s  Itconcerning s i t u a t i o n s  o r  f a c t s  
~ ih ic i?  nm,y a r i s e  sirbsequent t o  25 October, 1951ti ,  and t h e  Declarat ion o f  
Bulgar ia  i n  r e s p e c t  of r ~ h i c h  an instrument  of  r a t i i ' i c a t i o n  was depos i t ed  
on August 12 th ,  1921, recognis ing  a s  compulsory t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  of t h e  
Permanent Court of I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Ju , . t i ce  i n  r e l a t i o n  io any o t h e r  
l'iernber o r  S t a t e  accept ing  t h e  s m e  ob l iga t ion .  

The Iiagu-e, October 17th ,  1957. 




