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The fol loiving information f r o n  the Begistry of the International 
. Court of Justice is c o m ~ i c e t e d  t o  the  Press: 

On 30 Ii!Ia,y 1961, the Gomrmm.lt of the RepubXic o f  Cameroun filed in 
the  Registry o f  the International Court  o f  J i i s t i co  an Application 
lnstieuting proceedings %ainst the United Kingdor~ a f  Great Britain and 
Nortkern Ireland. 

The B p p l i c a t  f o u n d ~  the j w l s d i c t i o f i  o f  the  Court on Ar t ic le  19 of 
the  Trusteeship Ameenent fos the Territory of  the Cnneroons under 
Bri t i sh  isdciinistration, spproved by the General dssenbly of  the United 
Nations on 13 Decer.lber 1946. 

The Application xeci tes  that t h e  Te r r i t o ry  of the Cnneroons the 
a b i n i s t r a t i o n  of ahich  had bcen en tms ted  to t he  United Kingdon under 

0 a rnandate of the Leagw of Nations was placed under in te r iza t ioml  
tsusteeship 'ay the  Agreement approved by the United Mations in 1946. 

Since then, the  administration o f  t h e  northern pa r t  o f  the T e s r i t o r y  
had tended simply t o  in tegra te  it with in  the  administrative s y ~ t e m  of  
the Northern Xegion of lTigexia and t o  separate the southern p a r t  of the 
Territory which, under the naxe of the  Southern Cmeroons, becane a 
quasi-autonomous region o f  the Feders t ion  of Nigeria. 

In i t s  r e p o r t  t o  the  Trusteeship Gouncil in 1958, the United 
Nations Visiting IIisslon noted t he  imediacy o f  the  question of the 
future  of the populations of t h e  Territory when those  of t h e  
neighbouring territories of the Federation of Nigeria and of  the Tersi tory 
of t h e  C meroons under French Adninis tration shoiald achieve inde pendence 
in 1960. A t  its resw~ed sessian in Iiiiarcli 1959, t h e  Genernl Asssrnbly o f  
the United IT~tions had accepted t h e  pr inciple  o f  separate plebiscites 
under United Nations supervision in the northern and southern par t s  of 
the Cmeroons under Bri t i sh  t rusteeship.  

e Tho Republic of  Cameroun alleges that  th^ Morthern Cmeroons under 
B r i t i s h  administration nexe not  adninistered as it separate territory 
wi th in  an administrative union, but as an i n t e p a l  par t  o f  Nigeria; 
thnt the objectives s e t  f o r t h  in Article  6 of the Trusteesl-iip Agreettent 
( t he  developrnent o f  f ree  political institutions , m increasing share 
f o r  the inhabitants in the  adrrilnistrative services ,  t he i r  participation 
in advisory ,and Legis la t ive  bodies and in t h e  goverrment of the 
~ e r r i t o r y )  wexe not attainedg %bat the Trusteeship Agreement did n o t  
authorize the Adminis tering P o t ~ e r  t o  a&:linis t e r  the Territory as t w o  
separate parts, contsary  t o  the m l e  o f  unity, in accordance with  t n o  
a ih~inis t ra t ive  sys tens axid wi th sepmate p o l i t i c a l  evolutions p t h a t  
the provis ions  o f  $ 7 o f  Genaral Asseiabi'bly Resolution 1473 (XIV) o f  
12 Decomber 1359, relating La the sepzratian of  the a b i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  

the ,,., 



the Nor-hem Gajiieroons fron t ha t  o f  Nigeria, vere not fo l loned ,  and 
.' -thzL .*he. masures .provided f o r  in 5 6 for fu r the r  decen t ra l iza t ion  ' 

aere- h'c;t implenented; that  the ~onditi~ns laid d o m  in 4 of the 
Resolution fox the draviing up of electoral l i s t s  were interpreted in 
a discrininatory nannerg thaf the a c t s  of  the l o ca l  au thor i t ies  in 
the pe r iod  preceding the .  plebiscite' &d during the e l e c t i o n  a l t e red  . 
the nomal course o f  that coniultation and invalved consequenees in' 

I cpnflict with the  Tnisteeship Agreement. - . 
. - 

The ~ ~ ~ l i b a n t  asks the  Court t b  adjudge and declare t h a t  in. the 
hpplication of the  Trustecship Agreement of 13 Decenber 1946 the 
United Kingdon has Sai led  t o  r e s p e c t  certain obligations f l d n g  . 

theref rom. 

The Hague, 1  une 1961 




