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SPECIAL AGREEMENTS 

THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE 
NETHERLANDS TO THE REGISTRAR OF THE 

INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE 

The Hague, 16 Febniary 1967. 
Sir, 

On behalf of the Government of the Kingdom of the Netherlands and with 
reference to Article 40, paragraph 1, of the Statute of the Court, 1 have the 
honour to present to you: 
(a) an original copy, signed at Bonn on 2 February 1967 for the Government 

of the Kingdom of Denmark and the Government of the Federal Republic 
of Germany, of a Special Agreement for the subrnission to the Inter- 
national Court of Justice of a difference between the Kingdom of Denmark 
and the Federal Republic of Germany conceming the delimitation, as 
between the Kingdom of Denmark and the Federal Republic of Germany, 
of the continental shelf in the North Sea; 

(b)  an original copy, signed at  Bonn on 2 February 1967 for the Government 
of the Federal Republic of Germany and the Government of the Kingdom 
of the Netherlands, of a Special Agreement for the submission to the 
International Court of Justice of a difference between the Federal Republic 
of Germany and the Kingdom of the Netherlands concerning the delimita- 
tion, as between the Federal Republic of Germany and the Kingdom of 
the Netherlands, of the continental shelf in the North Sea. 

The aforesaid Special Agreements entered into force, pursuant to their 
Articles 3, on the date of their signature, Le., on 2 February 1967. 

Ln addition, 1 have the honour to present to you: 
(c)  an original copy, signed at Bonn on 2 February 1967 for the Governments 

of the Kingdom of Denmark, the Federal Republic of Germany and the 
Kingdom of the Netherlands, of a Protocol relating to certain procedurai 
questions arising from the Special Agreements referred to under la) and 
(b)  above. 

As stated in section 1 of this Protocol, the three Governments parties to it 
have agreed that the Government of the Kingdom of the Netherlands shall 
file the two Special Agreements and the Protocol with the International Court 
of Justice. Consequently, 1 would request you to submit the aforementioned 
instruments to the Court. 

With reference to paragraphs 1 and 5 of Article 35 of the Rules of Court, 
1 would also inform you that Professor W. Riphagen, Legal Adviser to the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, has been appointed Agent of the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands for the case relating to the Special Agreement referred to under 
(b). My Ministry constitutes his address for service at the seat of the Court to 
which al1 communications relating to the case should be sent. 

Please accept, Sir, the assurance of my high consideration. 
(Signed) J. M. A. H. LUNS, 

Minister of Foreign Afîaixs. 



NORTH SEA CONTINENTAL SHELF 

SPECIAL AGREEMENT 
FOR THE SUBMISSION TO THE INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTlCE OF A DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN THE KINGDOM OF DENMARK AND THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERlMANY 
CONCERNING THE DELIMITATION, AS BETWEEN THE KINGDOM OP DENMARK AND THE 
FEDERALREPUBLIC OF GERMANY, OF THE CONTlNENTAL SHELF IN THE NORTH SEA. 

The Government of the Kingdom of Denmark and the Government of the 
Federd Republic of Germany, 

Considering that the delimitation of the coastal continental shelf in the North 
Sea between the Kingdom of Denmark and the Federal Republic of Germany 
has been laid down by a Convention concluded on 9 June 1965, 

Considering that in regard to the further course of the boundary disagree- 
ment exists between the Danish and German Governments, which could not 
be settied by detailed negotiations, 

Intending to settle the open questions in the spirit of the friendly and good- 
neighbourly relations existing between them, 

Recalling the obligation laid down in Article 1 of the Danish-German Treaty 
of Conciliation and Arbitration of 2 June 1926 to subrnit to a procedure of con- 
ciliation or to judicial settlernent al1 controversies which cannot be settled by 
diplomacy, 

Bearing in mind the obligation assumed by them under Articles 1 and 28 of 
the European Convention for the Peaceful Settlement of Disputes of 29 April 
1957 to submit to the judgment of the International Court of Justice al1 inter- 
national legal controversies to the extent that no special arrangement has been 
or will be made, 

By virtue of the fact that the Kingdom of Denmark is  a party to the Statute 
of the International Court of Justice, and of the Declaration of acceptance of 
the jurisdiction of the International Court of Justice made by the Federal 
Republic of Germany on 29 AprilI961 in conformity with Article 3 of the Con- 
vention of 29 April 1957 and with the Resoiution adopted by the Security 
Council of the United Nations on 15 October 1946 concerning the "Condition 
under which the International Court of Justice shalf be open to States not 
Parties to the Statute of the International Court of Justice", 

Have agreed as follows: 

Article I 
(1) The International Court of Justice is requested to decide the following 

question: 
What principles and rules of international law are appIicable to the delimi- 

tation as between the Parties of the areas of the continental shelf in the North 
Sea which appertain to each of them beyond the partial boundary deter- 
mined by the above-mentioned Convention of 9 June 1965? 
(2) The Governments of the Kingdom of Denmark and of the Federal 

Republic of Germany shali delirnit the continental shelf in the North Sea as 
between their countries by agreement in pursuance of the decision requested 
from the International Court of Justice. 

Article 2 
(1) The Parties shall present their written pleadings to the Court in the order 

stated below: 
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1. a Memorial of the Federal Republic of Germany to be submitted within 
six months from the notification of the present Agreement to the Court; 

2. a Counter-Memorial of the Kingdom of Denmark to be submitted within 
six months from the delivery of the Gennan Memorial; 

3. a German Reply followed by a Danish Rejoinder to be delivered within 
such time-limits as the Court may order. 
(2) Additional written pleadings may be presented if this is jointIy proposed 

by the Parties and considered by the Court to be appropriate to the case and 
the circurnstances. 

(3) The foregoing order of presentation is without prejudice to any question 
of burden of proof which might arise. 

Article 3 

The present Agreement shall. enter into force on the day of signature thereof. 

Done at Bonn on 2 February 1967 in triplicate in the EngIish langage. 

For the Govemment of the 
Kingdom of Denmark, 

(Signed) K. KNUTH-WINTERFELDT, 

For the Government of the 
Federal Republic of Germany, 

(Sigrïed) SCHÜTZ. 



NORTH SEA CONTINENTAL SHELF 

SPECIAL AGREEMENT 
FOR THE SUBMISSION TO THE INTERNATIONAL COURT OP JUSTICE OF A DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY AND THE KINGDOM OF THE NETHER- 
LANDS CONCERNING THE DELIMITATION, AS BETWEEN THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF 
OERMANY AND THE KINGDOM OF THE NETHERLANDS, OF THE CONTINENTAL SHELF 
IN THE NORTH SEA. 

The Government of the Federal Republic of Germany and the Government 
of the Kingdom of the Netherlands, 

Considering that the delimitation of the coastal continental shelf in the 
North Sea between the Federal Republic of Germany and the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands has been laid down by a Convention concluded on 1 December 
1964, 

Considering that in regard to the further course of the boundary disagreement 
exists between the German and the Netherlands Governments, which could 
not be settled by detailed negotiations, 

Intending to settle the open questions in the spirit of the friendly and good- 
neighbourly relations existing between them, 

Recalling the obligation laid down in Article 1 of the German-Netherlands 
Treaty of Conciliation and Arbitration of 20 May 1926 to submit to a procedure 
of conciliation or to judicial settlement al1 controversies which cannot be settled 
by diplomacy, 

Bearing in mind the obligation assumed by them under Articles 1 and 28 
of the European Convention for the Peaceful Settlement of Disputes of 29 
April 1957 to submit to the judgment of the International Court of Justice al1 
international legal controversies to the extent that no special arrangement 
has been or will be made, 

By virtue of the fact that the Kingdom of the Netherlands is a party to the 
Statute of the International Court of Justice, and of the Declaration of accep- 
tance of the jurisdiction of the International Court of Justice made by the 
Federal Republic of Germany on 29 April 1961 in conformity with Article 3 
-if the Convention of 29 April 1957 and with the Resolution adopted by the 
Security Council of the United Nations on 15 October 1946 concerning the 
"Conditions under which the International Court of Justice shall be open 
to States not Parties to the Statute of the International Court of Justice", 

Have agreed as follows: 

Article 1 

(1) The International Court of Justice is requested to decide the following 
question : 

What principles and rules of international law are applicable to the 
delimitation as between the Parties of the areas of the continental sheIf in 
the North Sea which appertain to each of them beyond the partial boundary 
determined by the above-mentioned Convention of 1 December 1964? 
(2) The Governrnents of the Federal Republic of Germany and of the 

Kingdom of the Netherlands sball delimit the continental shelf in the North 
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Sea as between their countries by agreement in pursuance of the decision 
requested from the International Court of Justice. 

Article 2 

(1) The Parties shall present their written pleadings to the Court in the 
order stated below: 

1. a Memorial of the Federal Republic of Germmy to be subrnitted 
within six months from the notification of the present Agreement to the 
Court; 

2. a Counter-Memorial of the Kingdom of the Netherlands to be submitted 
within six months from the delivery of the German Memorial; 

3. a German Reply followed by a Netherlands Rejoinder to be delivered 
within such time-limits as the Court may order. 
(2) Additiond written pleadings rnay be presented if this is jointly proposed 

by the Parties and considered by the Court to be appropriate to the case and 
the circumstances. 

(3) The foregoing order of presentation is without prejudice to any question 
of burden of proof which might aise. 

Article 3 

The present Agreement shall enter into force on the day of signature thereof. 

Done at Bonn on 2 February 1967 in triplicate in the English language. 

For the Government of the 
Federal Republic of Gemany, 

(Signedl SCHÜTZ, 

For the Government of the 
Kingdom of the Netherlands, 

(Signed) G .  E. VAN TITERSUM. 
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PROTOCOL 

At the signature of the Special Agreement of today's date between the 
Government of the Federal Republic of Germany and the Governments of the 
Kingdom of Denmark and the Kingdom of the Netherlands respectively, on 
the subrnission to the International Court of Justice of the differences between 
the Parties concerning the delirnitation of the continental shelf in the North 
Sea, the three Govemments wish to state their agreement on the following: 

1. The Government of the Kingdom of the Netherlands will, within a month 
from the signature, notify the two Special Agreements together with the present 
Protocol to the International Court of Justice in accordance with Article 40, 
paragraph 1, of the Statute of the Court. 

2. After the notification in accordance with item 1 above the Parties will 
ask the Court to join the two cases. 

3. The three Governments agree that, for the purpose of appointing a judge 
ad hoc, the Governments of the Kingdom of Denmark and the Kingdom of 
the Netherlands shall be considered parties in the same interest within the 
meaning of Article 31, paragraph 5, of the Statute of the Court. 

DONE at Bonn on 2 February 1967 in four copies in the English language. 

For the Government of the Kingdom 
of Denrnark 

(Signed) K. KNUTH-WINTERFELDT 
For the Government of the Federal Republic 

of Gerrnany 
(Signed) SCHÜTZ 

For the Government of the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands 

(Signed) G. E. VAN ITTERSUM 


