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Continental Shelf ( ~ u n i s i a l ~ i b y a n  :!rab Jarn&hiriya) 

He~:.ring t o  open on Wednssday 16 Septenber 1981 a t  10 8 .m.  

The followir,g infornat ion  i s  made ~ ,v r , i l abk  t o  t h e  Press Gy t h e  Registry 
of t h e  I n t e r n a t  iona l  Court o f  J u s t i c e  : 

Thé Cou-rt i s  t o  hoid ?ublic  s i t t i n g s  beglnning on Ve6nesdzy 
16 September 1981 a t  10 a.rr,. i n  t k e  Con3inental Shelf case Setwccn Tunisia 
and t h e  Libyan Arsb J a m a h i r i y ~ .  It w i l l  5e hearing argument concerning 
t h e  d e l i ~ t s t i o n  of t h e  cont inenta l  slielf a s  betweeri t h i s e  two S t a t e s ,  
which i s  t h e  irnderlyin~: i s sue  i n  t h e  :)resent dispilte.  

The case i s  before t h e  Court by v i r t u e  of  a  Special  Agreement 
concluded between Tunisia and t h e  Lil-yan h a b  Jamahiriya on 10 June 1977. 
During t h e  wr i t t en  proceedings each Party has f i l e 6  a !lenarial, s 
Counter-I4emorial and a Reply withiri t i rne- l in i t s  f ixed i n  Orders r~ade by 
t h e  Presidciit of  t h e  Court havin,: regard t o  t h c  terras of  t h e  Specia l  
Agreement and t h e  wishes expresseci b3- t h e  F â r t i e s .  V<th the f i l i n g  of  t h e  
Replies t h e  case becamc ready f o r  hear in~: .  

In  t h e  cours6 of  -the wr i t t en  1,roceedings t h e  Governnaent of Malta, 
considering t n a t  it ha(? an i n t e r e s t  o f  E l e g a l  na ture  which niigtit be 
a f fec ted  by t h e  decis ion  iii t h e  c s se ,  subrîiitterl an appl ica t ion  f o r  
perniss ion  t o  in tervene ,  but  a f t e r  n ia r ing  t h e  arguments of Malta and t h e  
P a r t i e s  t h e  Court deciiTzd, i n  .si Ju3gnezi-t de l ivered  on 14 Apri l  1981, t h a t  
Malta 's  request  could inot be granted. 

Since t h e  Court d id  not include w~ion t h e  Bencn any Judge of  t h e  
n a t i o n a l i t y  of  t h e  P a r t i e s ,  each of  them i l ns  chosen 8 judge ad hoc i n  
accordance with A r t i c l e  31 of t h e  S t a t u t e .  The Libyan A x b  Jamahiriya 
chose M r .  E.  Ji~16nez de iiréchaga and Tuîisia .  Mr. J .  Evençen. Both riiade 
t h e  solem dec la ra t ion  requi red  by t i r t i c l e  20 of t h e  S t a t u t e  a t  a  public  
s i t t i n g  on 19 March 1981 and w i i l  not  have t a  reyeat  it on 16 September. 

/L. .:/ 3 , f /  * a  V e r  e Gnder.. . 
i 



Under t h e  S ~ ~ e c i a i  Agreement concluded hy Turiisia and t h e  Libyan h a b  
Jamahiriya on 10 June 1977 t h e  Court i s  reques ted  t o  render  i t s  judgment 
i n  t h e  fo l lowing  x a t t e r  r 

"h%at p r i n c i n l e s  and l i j l e s  of  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l a w  m y  be a r p l i e d  
f o r  t h e  d e l i m i t c t i o n  of thcz Prea of t h e  con t inen ta l  s h e l f  appê r t s in inp  
t o  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  Fr?osleiç  Li l~yan ira?.. Jaonhi r iya  and t o  t h e  s r e a  o f  
t h e  c o c t i n e n t a l  s h e l f  appe r t a in ine  t o  t h e  r!e-,ilblic o f  Suri is ia ,  and 
t h e  Court s h a l l  t z k e  i t s  decisic,r_ accorc?ing t o  equi tat , le  p r i n c i p l e s ,  
and t h e  r e l  e v m t  c i r  cims t a rxes  w;iizil ckinr.zcterize t h e  rtrea, a s  t i e l l  
eus t h e  new acceptecl t r e n d s  irl t h e  T ~ l i i c i  Conlmerence on t h e  Law o f  t h e  
Sea. 

X s o ,  t h e  Court i s  f u r t h e r  rcques ted  t o  c l a r i ~ f  t h e  i? r%ct ica l  
method f o r  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  of t h e s e  p r i n c i p l e s  and r i i l es  i n  t h i s  
s p e c i f i c  s i t u a t i o n ,  so a s  t o  er,aLle t l ie s x p e r t s  of  t h e  t ~ o  coun t r i e s  
t o  del i rni t  t h e s e  a r e a s  witkiout any d i f  f i c u l t i e s  . " (Engliçh t e x t  
furn ished  by t h e  Governmcnt of t h €  Libysn Ara iz  J amah i r iya , )  

IDTE FOR Si;C IRZSS 

1 .  The pub l i c  s i t t i n g s  -,~ill Le h e l à  i n  t h e  Great Z a l l  CL J u s t i c e  of  
t h e  Peace Palaci.. Ilernbcrs of" t'ric prePç v i l 1  be e n t i t l e d  t o  a t t e ~ d  t h e n  
on p re sen ta t ion  of an ,zcirnis,;ion c a ï c ,  xllicn may 5e  obtained Lpon a y ~ p l i c a t i o n .  
The t a b l e s  reserved  f o r  t h e n  a r e  s i t u a t e d  on t h c  fsr l e f t  o f  t h e  publ ic  
en t rance  t o  t h e  courtroom. 

2. P h o t o g r a ~ b s  rr.ay be taire? before  t h e  o p e r ~ i n ~  and during t h e  f i r s t  
f i v e  minutes of' the z i t t i n g .  Fi lnini ,  f o r  cincma O:- t e lev is i -on  purposes 
i s  nowever sut! j e c t  to .;:>eeinl aut!!or i z a t i o n  . 

3. I n  t h e  p re s s  Room, l o c a t 4  on t h e  g ro~md f l o o r  of  t h e  Peace Palace 
( ~ o o m  5 ) ,  t h e  o r a i  proceedings w i l l  be re layed  through a  loudspeaker .  

4 .  Nembei-s o f  t h e  P i e s s  I I I P ~  use only  t h e  four ~ u b l i c  te leghones i n  t h e  
Post  Of f i ce  i n  t h e  basement a ï  t h e  i 'alace. 

5 .  Kr. C .  POIX, F i r s t  Sec rc t a ry  of che Court ( t e l e ~ h o n e  extension 2 3 3 ) ,  
o r ,  i n  h i s  absence, MT. Sobli' (ex tens ion  340) ~ r i l l  he a,vails,blc- t o  d e a l  
wi th  nny r e q u e s t î  f o r  i n f o r n z t i o ~ i  5y members o f  t h e  Press. 




