
CASE CONCERNIPIJG UNITED STATES DIPL0MM"I'C AND CONSULAR 
STAFF IN TEHRAN (PROVISIONAL MEASURES) 

Order,of 15 December 1979 

The Court unanimously made an Order indicating provi- should, as from that moment, afford to all the diplomatic and 
sional measures to the effect that, pending the Court's final consular personnel of the United States the full protection, 
decision in the case concerning United States Diplomatic and privileges and imnlunities to which they are entitled under 
Consular Staff in Tehran: the treaties in force! between the two States, and under een- 

A. (i) The Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran 
should immediately ensure that the premi~res of the United 
States Embassy, Chancery and Consulates be restored to 
the possession of the United States autharities under their 
exclusive control, and should ensure their inviolability 
and effective protection as provided for by the treaties in 
force between the two States, and by genc:ral international 
law; 

(ii) The Government of the Islamic IXepublic of Iran 
should ensure the immediate release, without any exception, 
of all persons of United States nationality who are or have 
been held in the Embassy of the United States of America or 
in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Tehfiin, or have been 
held as hostages elsewhere, and afford full protection to all 
such persons, in accordance with the treaties in force 
between the two States, and with general international law; 

(iii) The Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran 

eral international la.w, including immunity from any f& of 
criminal jurisdiction and freedom and facilities to leave the 
territory of Iran; 

B. The Government of the United States of America and 
the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran should not 
take any action and should ensure that no action is taken 
which may aggravalte the tension between the two countries 
or render the existing dispute more difficult of solution. 

For the purposes of its Order, the Court was composed as 
follows: President Sir Humphrey Waldock, Vice-President 
Elias, Judges Forster, Gros, Lachs, Morozov, Nagendra 
Singh, Ruda, Mosller, Tarazi, Oda, Ago, El-Erian, Sette- 
Carnara and Baxter. 
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