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LETTER FrOM THE DIRECTOR OF THE UNITED STATES FOREIGN BROADCAST
INFORMATION SERVICE TO THE AGENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA!

Washington, 14 March 1980.

In response 10 your inquiry, the following information is provided Lo assist in
establishing the reportorial accuracy and authenticity of the Foreign Broadcast
Information Service (FBIS) Daily Report items cited in the US Memorial filed in
the litigation before the International Court of Justice. We have attempted to
provide a more detailed description of the FBIS Daily Report as well as some
insight inte the manner in which the reporting is collected, assembled and
disseminated.

FBIS may be described as follows: the Foreign Broadeast Information
Service, with some minor changes in title, has monitored foreign media on behalf
of the US Government since the spring of 1941, During World War 11 it was the
primary source of information from the Axis radios, first from Germany and
ltaly, and after December 1941 from Japan and the areas under their control. In
addition to monitoring foreign radio broadcasts, television and press agencies,
FBIS also has had the responsibility since 1967 for translating foreign publica-
tions as a service of common concern t¢ US departments and agencies. FBIS
disseminates its product to all interested agencies of the US Government, Its
publications are available to the public in the United States and abroad by
sutbscription through the National Technical Information Service (NTIS) of the
US Department of Commerce.

The FBIS Daify Report is a compilation of significant material monitored
from foreign news media selected initially on the basis of potential intercest 1o the
US Government. It includes transtations of foreign leader speeches, government
statements, offictal communiqués and interviews; major editorials, articles and
commentaries; and news reports on significant political, economic, cultural and
scientific developments. It is published daily Monday through Friday and is
divided into eight geographic volumes—People’s Republic of China, Eastern
Europe, Soviet Union, Asia and Pacific, Middle East and North Africa, Latin
America, Western Europe, and Sub-Saharan Africa. Together the eight volumes
carry about 210,000 words in 400 pages each day. They are printed overnight for
distribution the next morning in more than 7,000 copies distributed throughout
the Government. Both paper and microfiche versions are available to the public
in the US and abroad by subscription through NTIS. NTIS distributes more
than 1,000 copies of the Daify Report. The Daily Report has a wide reputation as
a reliable and accurate source of current information on international affairs and
is used as a research aid by the US Government as well as the press, academic
institutions and librarics.

FBIS materials, including those used in the Daily Repori, are derived from
public radio and television broadcasts that are electronically recorded, press
agency news reports, and printed media such as newspapers and magazines.
Audio recordings of radio and television news breadcasts are normally trans-
lated into English direct from the original tape at the facility which made the
recording. The English language version of the item is then transmitted to

! See p. 513, infra.
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Washington, DC, where the formalized daily publications of the FBIS are
produced and disseminated. Given the high volume of recorded matter, it is not
economically feasible to store the tapes for more than a temporary period.
Typically they are erased and re-uscd within 30 days. Being able to retrieve the
original recordings of the FBIS items cited in the Memorial thus is problematical
at best. Because of their dates it is not reasonable to expect that many, if any,
have not been re-used by this date.

(Signed) John F. PEREIRA.
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SUPPLEMENTAL DOCUMENTS!

1. Student Statement No. 91

LD111750 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian, 1630 GMT, L1 Jan. 80 LD.

[Statement No. 91 issued “on the eve of the first Islamic Iranian presidential
clection’, by the Muslim Student Followers of the Imam’s Policy; date not given
—read by announcer.]

[Text] In the name of God, the mercilul, the compassionate. The alert and
revolutionary Iranian nation: The Islamic Revolution of Iran, led by the Imam of
the nation, the great Khomeini, put an end to monarchy in its first triumphant step
and overthrew the corrupt and black Pahlavi régime. it has swifuly taken sieps to
strengthen the Istamic Revolution, one of the greatest aspects of which is the
stability of the Islamic Republic. Toward this, having held a referendum, it
succesfully formulated and changed the constitution during its second vital and
sensitive stage, despite all plots and atiacks. Now that the dear nation is in the
process of electing its first president with its own hands, criminal America has
expanded the dimension of its plots to such an extent that it has even interfered in
the work of presidential candidates. Fortunately, the interference and plots by the
greal enemy, the criminal America, aimed at disgracing the Isiamic Republic were
discovered and then foiled by the Iranian people and exposed to the world.

2. Latin: Gotbzadeh Sends “intransigent” Messages to the United Nations

PA 132022 Buenos Aires Latin in Spanish, 1919 GMT, 13 Jan. 80, PA,

[By Paul Taylor.]

[Text] Tehran, 13 Jan. {Latin-Reutcr}—In an intransigent message to United
Nations Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim, Iran stated that not even the
formation of a commiliee by that international organization to study the charges
against the deposed Shah would end the crisis between Tehran and Washington.
The text of Iranian Foreign Minister Sadeg Gotbzadeh’s message to Waldheim
was published today by the Tehran daily Bamdad. Informed sources have
confirmed its authenticity.

The message, which last night postponed a vote on economic sanctions
against Iran in the Security Council, made no reference to the 3¢ US hostages
imprisoned in the US Embassy in Tehran, which are the cause of the request for
sanctions.

The group of Muslim students accupying the US Embassy for the past 10
weeks said it had no knowiedge of the Gotbzadeh message, but that its position
is unchanged.

*‘Our demands have not becn modified. The hostages will not be released until
the Shah and his money are returned to Iran™, a student spokesman told this
agency. He added that they are sure that revolutionary leader Ayatollah
Ruhollah Khomeini has not changed his position on the problem.

The Iranian Foreign Minister’s letter made reference to proposals discussed
with Waldheim during his visit to Iran 10 days ago 1o the effect that the United

! See p. 514, infra.
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Nations would investigate the violation of human rights under the Shah’s
government. “The only solutien is that we talk about this. Naturally, the mere
formation of this committee or the outlining of its views will not in itself solve
any problem”, stated the letter.

*Our demands for the extradition of the Shah and his properties must be
confronted in a legal way”, he said.

He did not mention the release of the hostages.

The letter concluded on a challenging note: “Therefore, I once again declare
that if the decisions of the Security Council are not based on the acceptance and
implementation of our desires, they will be considered empty from our point of
view.”

3. Gotbzadeh on Hostages” Release

OW 140516 Hong Kong AFP in English, 0512 GMT, 14 Jan. 80 OW.

[Text] Tehran, 14 Jan. (AFP)}—Iranian Foreign Minister Sadeq Gotbzadeh
said here today that the American hostages held by militants at the Tehran
Embassy could be released only after total acceptance of three demands
presented by Iran to United Nations Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim.

He said the three points were:

—Creation of an international committee to investigate the “‘crimes” committed
by the Shah of Tran during his reign.

-—Recognition by the United Nations of Iran’s right to demand extradition of
the Shah {who is currently living out his exile on the Panamanian island of
Contadora).

—Recognition of Tran’s claim to the imperial family’s wealth and property.

Mr. Gotbzadeh, who held a brief press conference at Tehran airport before
flying to the south of the country, said that inquiry into the Shah’s “crimes”
would not in itself be encugh to obtain freedom for the hostages who have been
held at the US Embassy in Tehran since 4 November. The Foreign Minister said
that if sanctions were applied against his country, they “would have no effect”,
and that if the United States persisted in trying to have sanctions imposed, the
result would be contrary to what Washington was trying to obtain.

Asked about possible Tranian reprisals against countries which voted for
sanctions, Mr. Gotbzadeh would only say that “the question would have to be
studied”.

4. Gotbzadeh Press Conference

JN140935 Tehran International Service in Arabic, 0800 GMT, 14 Jan. 80 JN.

[Text] Speaking about the United Nations Security Council resolutions at a
press conference held at Mehrabad International Airport, Foreign Minister
Sadeq Gotbzadeh has said: I have often told United Nations Secretary-General
Waldheim that if the Security Council votes in favour of imposing an economic
boycott on Iran, it would have marched in a direction contrary to the solution of
the crisis, and that the United States pressures against Iran will aggravate the
situation,

The Iranian Foreign Minister denied reports which have been reiterated, that
Iran is ready to enter into negotiations on the release of the hostages. He said
international news agencies under the control of dirty Zionism are distorting
facts and that certain domestic news media are falsifying reports.

The Foreign Minister added: The issue of the hostages release loses its context
without the extradition of the deposed Shah.
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5. Unacceptability of United Nations Decisions

LD141058 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian, 1030 GMT, 14 Jan. 80 LD.

[Text] According to the ceniral news burcau, the Foreign Ministry of the
Islamic Republic has called on other governments not to get involved in
America’s political games. The statement signed by the Foreign Minister says:
As we informed the United Nations officials at 0200 that rulings by the Security
Council or any other United Nations organs are not acceptable to us if they are
not in compliance with the Iranian nation’s demands and that they would be
recognized as null and void, and now that the present senseless and obstinate
attempts by Amcrica are defeated. We strongly call on other governments not to
gel involved in the United States political games and to refrain from any
measure which may lead to a deterioration of our relations with them.

6. Revolution Council, Ministers Meeting

LDI142140 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian, 2030 GMT, 14 Jan. 80 LD
{Text] A joint session of the Revolution Council and the Council of Ministers
was held 1onight and discussed and exchanged views on various State 1ssues, One
of the decisions adopted was to expel all US mass media correspondents from
Iran. According to a correspondent of the PARS News Agency, following the
session, which lasted until 2100, Mr. Mo'infar, the oil mimster, in an interview
with correspondents, discussing the position of forcign media correspondents in
Iran said: in view of the constant adverse propaganda of US media and those of
some other countries, the tendentious role played by the correspondents of
certain forcign news agencies, and bearing in mind the fact that these people
convey a distorted version of reports on 1 an and that they insult [ran’s Islamic
Revolution and those we hold sacred in their press and other media, the
- government has deemed it no longer approprizte to tolerate such agency
correspondents and adopted certain decisions in this regard. Mo'infar added:
The following decisions were adopted at the joint session of the Revolution
Council and the Council of Ministers:

1. All the agency, press, radio and television correspondents of the aggressive
State of America will be expelled from Tran.

2. Other agency, press and other media correspondents, such as the German
and British media and other countries are warned that should they in the future
pursue a tendentious attitude toward Iran’s Revolution, distort reports on Iran
and make false allegations against the Iranman lslamic Republic they will be
expelled immediately from the State of Iran.

3. If the agencies whose correspondents have been expelled from Iran because
of their tendentious attitude send another correspondent to Iran, and if the
replacement pursues the same autitude, such agencies will be banned from
operating in Iran and will not be allowed 1o send correspondents to Iran.

7. Deadline for Media Depacture

LD151733 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian, 1630 GMT, 15 Jan. 80 LD.

[Text] Pars News Agency reports that the General Department of Foreign
Media in the Ministry of National Guidance has begun carrying out the decision
made last night by the Revolution Council concerning the expulsion from Iran
of all the US mass media correspondents and it has announced that this decision
covers all American mass media, including news agencies, press and radio and
television organizations. Furthermore, all foreigners who were associated in any
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way with the American media—there are 86 of them—must leave the territory of
Iran as quickly as possible.

In this context, it will be forbidden for any of these organizations to dispatch
any kind of news after midnight tonight, 15 January. The deadline for the
departure of these persons from Iran will be midnight Friday, 18 January.

In very special circumstances and for reasons that are very convincing, when
an individual cannot meet the deadline for leaving Iran, he must report at the
latest by 1200 on Wednesday in persen to the General Department of Foreign
Media of the Ministry of National Guidance in order 10 present the necessary
explanations. Likewise, no one-—either officially or unofficially—has permission
to gather news for the American media organizations and this will be the case
until further notice.

8. Possible Movement of Hoslages

LD151900 Paris Domestic Service in French, 1800 GMT, 15 Jan. 80 LD.

[Yves Loiseau dispatch from Tehran.}

[Excerpt} There is again room for doubt this evening on the true place of
detention of the American hostages. The revolutionary authorities of Tehran
took draconian security measures to reinforce secrecy around the Evin prison to
the north of the Iranian capital several hours ago. There is a formal prohibition
on parking any closer than 500 metres to the prison, of traffic at night, and all
gatherings are formally prohibited. As for the army and gendarmerie, they are to
work together with the Revolution Guards to see that all those provisions are
respected. In short, there is almost a state of emergency around the Evin.

I would remind you that a few days before Christmas a Revolution Council
figure affirmed that some Americans has already been transferred (o that prison.
The Islamic students are denying it this evening, and thus the news is to be taken
with reservations. But such a step would further aggravate the dispute between
fran and the United States.

9. Denial of Waldheim Mediation Role

LD161114 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian, 1030 GMT, 16 Jan. 80 LD.

[Text] According to the Pars News Agency, the Foreign Ministry of the
Iranian Islamic Republic has denied an AP report regarding the acting of
Waldheim as a mediator. The text of the Foreign Ministry denial, which was
made available to the Pars News Agency today, is as follows:

In His exalted name. One of the American news agencies has as usual engaged
in falsifying news reports and has quoted United Nattons officials as saying that
the Iranian Foreign Minister has won Imam Khomeini’s agreement on Dr.
Waldheim acting as a mediator in resolving the present crisis.

It is deemed necessary to note that at no time and under no circumstances was
a single word uttered regarding mediation and, in principle, such a thing has
never been accepted or will be accepted by the Iranian Foreign Ministry. This
report is an absolute lie and one which, unfortunately, Zionist elements have
these days given greater dimensions to by falsifying news.

Meanwhile, Dr. Waldheim is requested to exercise greater control over his
associates, for this is the third time that his associates have been quoted on such
rumours. Thus the interests of the United Nations in the context of the present
crisis dictate that such false reports be immediately denied by the United
Nations Secretariat.

[ Signed| The Foreign Minister of the Iranian Islamic Republic.
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{0. Gotbzadeh on Hostages, Shah

LD181056 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian, 1030 GMT, 18 Jan. 80 LD.

{Text] Following rumours about Iran’s readiness for talks on the release of the
hostages, the Istamic Republic of Iran’s Minister of Foreign Affairs said in an
interview today: No shift has taken place in Iran’s stand pertaining to the
extradition of the traitor Mohammad Reza and the return of his wealth.

11. Gotbzadeh on Hostages, Soviets

LD181220 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian, 1030 GMT, 18 Jan. 80 LD.

[Text] At a press conference this morning the Islamic Republic of Iran’s
Minister of Foreign Affairs declared that no shift has taken place in lran’s stand
on the extradition of Mohammad Reza Pahlavi and the return of his wealth, The
Minister of Foreign Aflairs was speaking following rumours about Iran’s
readiness for talks on the releasc of the hostages. In reply to a question by the
Pars correspondent about the oulcome of his talks with Waldheim in Tehran
and negotiations on the release of the hostages, he said: The conclusion we
reached after declaring our ideas and demands, at our talks with Waldheim, was
that the issue of Iranian-US relations and the crisis which has come about
consisted of three paris: firstly, the extradition of the deposed [Shah}; secondly,
the return of his wealth; and thirdly, the release of the hostages. There were also
talks about the fact that the United Nations and the Security Council have
already discussed the third subject, that is, the release of the hostages. This is
contrary to justice and we do not accept the opinion of the Security Council.

He added: Finally, it was agreed that the United Nations Secretary-General,
in accordance with his powers, will set up a commmission made up of acceptable
individuals whose neutrality and honour is irreproachable so that they can
investigate the crimes and deeds of Mohammad Reza Pahlavi in Iran and then
place the results of their work at the disposal of the Secretary-General. The
report on the work of this commission should be debated by either the Security
Council or the General Assembly. Similarly, should the United States have any
problem, then that too should be debated and a reselution, which could embrace
the satd three parts, should be adopted. In that case one could say that everyone
would be duty-bound to implement all aspects of thal resolution. This was ali
that he discussed with Waldheim and constitutes the results which we achieved.
Unfortunately, however, the Zionists and imperialists are endeavouring to
interpret that differently, while our stand has not changed in the least and th
problem is the same as it was. ’

In reply to the question whether Waldheim would or would not make a
stopover in Tehran tomorrow the Minister of Foreign Affairs said: 1, too, have
heard this report, but [ have no official information on it. It was thought that
Waldheim would set up an international commission to investigate the violation
of human rights by, and the unlawful measures of, the former régime in {ran but
so far he has not done so and apparently his efforts have been blocked by the US
authorities.

Referring to another question about the hostages the Minister of Foreign
Affairs said: Every time we decide to analyze the fundamental issues in this crisis
all the moves, whether they be positions adopted or propaganda here and there,
are intended to concentrate the issue on the hostages and to avoid other issues.
As a result we constantly reject talks on this issue and believe that this crisis
should be discussed bearing in mind all its aspects and the way out of the crisis
should thereby be sought. The moment the United States and its friends
understand what the issue at stake is and accept that it should be solved the crisis
will be ended.
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In reply to a question by the Pars correspondent on his talks with the
Panamanian authoritics, the Minister of Foreign AfTairs said: There are talks in
progress with the Panamanian authorities on our demand for the arrest of the
traitor Mohammad Reza. This has no connection whatsoever with the unbridled
propaganda launched by certain newspapers on public opinion about the
depos}el:d Shah'’s wealth. This is because the question of public opinion does not
anse here.

12. Gotbzadeh Interview

OWI191008 Paris, AFP in English, 1004 GMT, 19 Jan. 80 OW.

Turning to the question of the American hostages being held in Tehran, Mr.
Gotbzadeh repeated the Iranian stand that once the United States had reiurned
the Shah and his fortune the hostages would be released.

He said that he had had a telephone conversation with the President of
Panama, where the Shah was currently living in exile. He said the President had
asked for details on Iran’s demand for the Shah’s extradition but had made no
decision.

Le Figaro's correspondent commented that Mr. Gotbzadeh did not appear to
harbour any illusions about Panama’s attitude to the Shah.

13. Student on Hostages’ Condition

OW191249 Paris, AFP in English, 1220 GMT, 19 Jan. 80 OW,

[Text] Tehran, 19 Jan. (AFP)—A spokesman of the “Islamic students”
hoiding 50 American hostages here said today not a single hostage wouid be
freed until “‘the Shah sets foot in Tehran and his possessions are returned (o
fran”.

[n a two-hour interview with an Agence France-Presse correspondent inside
the US Embassy, the spokesman, a Mr. Habib, claimed the hostages, entering
their 75th day of captivity today, were well treated, “according to the traditions
of Islam”. Mr. Habib said the Americans, “about 507, were in good physical
and mental health, were well fed, not tied and had access to fresh air and
exercise. He added that they could write and receive letters.

The Islamic militants’ spokesman ruled out any separate release of hostages.
He said that though some had been classed as “less compromised”, all the
Americans “were parl of the system and contributed 10 the spying” in one way
or another,

Mr. Habib gave the impression the hostages had been interrogated
individually. i

The young, slow-speaking, spokesman confirmed that if the Shah, currently
exiled in Panama, was not extradited to Tehran all the hostages would be tried in
Islamic tribunals. He added that no deadline had been set by when they would
have to stand trial.

Asked about their relationship with the Iranian Government, Mr. Habib
claimed the “students” saw “no reason for contact with any organizalion
whatsoever”. He explained the government was “*part of the administration with
the same weakness and strengths™ and that the students “dealt directly” with
religious leader Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini.

Mr. Habib said the students did not fear the United States would attempt a
military operation to free the hostages. “The Imam says the US would not
dare”, he explained, adding that in any case the Embassy grounds were mined
and captors, hostages and their liberators would all die.

The students feit the hostage operation was a success as “'now everyone knows
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the Shah is a criminal and the United States does not really defend human
rights”,

Their spokesman explained Iran “had put so much pressure on Washington™
the US had been forced to “impose the Shah on their Panamanian stooge™. He
added that “lIranians had also been rallied against our main enemy, the
Americans’.

Speaking in an embassy office, plastered with photos of “martyrs of the
revolution”, Mr. Habib defined the students’ aim as “eradicating gl foreign
domination, pursuing the revolution until Islamic values are well and truly
established .

14. Revelation Statement No. 26

LD100048 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian, 1630 GMT, 19 Jan. 80 LD.

[Revelation Statement No. 26 issucd 19 January by the Muslim Student
Followers of the Imam’s Policy.]

[Text} [begin recording] In the name of God, the merciful, the compassionate.
As you know the programme revealing the documents discovered in the den of
espionage was interrupted after the last revelation programme and its resump-
tion was left to the people to decide. If the people agreed with the continuation
of thesc revelations, then they would continue. During the period since then, the
people have announced their support for these expositions by demonslrallons
marches, and by telegrams, elephone calls and letters to us. And they have
asked these expositions (o continue. During this period, the nation has expressed
its affection and love for the student followers of the Imam’s policy, more than
what we really deserved. We are really unable to respond to this extreme show of
love and affection and feel embarrassed. We do not consider oursclves worthy of
this pure sentiment from this honest and sincere nation. But we try within the .
limits of our power and capability to perform our duty and God willing, in spite
of the delay, our revelations will continue from now on.

About the revelations and the latest revelation you will hear now, as we have
explained before, is related to the incident which (word indistinet] and this
incident was against the Imam’s policy. Generally we can recognize three
movements and separate them from each other. One is the movement believing
that in order to siay alive we should favour or lean toward one of the two
superpowers in the world, and that without this relationship with one of these
powers, be it East or West, we cannot continue 1o live. The incident we arc about
fo reveal shows an inclination to lhe West and that we should have close
relations with America.

If we consider the Imam's speeches before, during and after the revolution,
and remind ourselves of his stance with regard to America, we sec that the Imam
has always confronted America, saying that our relations with America are the
relations between the oppressed and the oppressor, the relations between the
plunderer and the plundered and examples like these. But this incident, in a
society in which a person who was duty-bound to follow the policy of the Imam,
in spite of all this and in spite of the nation’s will, which is the will of the Imam,
was increasingly getting close 1o America.

15. Gotbzadeh Interview

LD 201556 Paris Domestic Service in French, 1200 GMT, 20 Jan. 80 LD.

[Interview with lIranian Minister of Foreign Affairs Sadeq Gotbzadeh,
speaking from Tehran, by Paris correspondent Yves Mourosi from Cannes—
live.]
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[ Question] Mr. Minister, Mr. Kurt Waidheim, the United Nations Secretary-
General, has arrived in New Delhi. He said this morning that during his talks in
Tehran he had worked together with Iranian authorities on an overall solution
which could make possible the release of the American hostages. Now, Mr.
Minister, this release of the American hostages held since 4 November inside the
embassy in Tehran, are we getting closer to it?

[ Answer | (?If you allow me), I want 1o recall to some extent the history of Mr.
Waldheim’s visit here. It was at Mr. Waldheim’s request, for what is called flact-
finding [in English] that he came here, in an unoflicial capacity. But we have
portrayed this visit as an official one. I welcomed him at the airport. We had
talks together lasting about six hours. He was received by the plenum of the
Council of the Revolution. This was the first time that a foreigner was reccived
by the Council of the Revolution, and we reached agreement on three essential
points. First of all, was the establishment of an international commission by Mr.
Waldheim which would inquire into the violation of human rights by the former
régime in Irar as well as its illegal actions. Right.

At that moment, regarding what will follow [as heard], the decision of this
commission will be voted on either by the Security Council or the General
Assembly. Of course, that which the Americans’demand, too, could eventually
be in the same resolution. Right,

We have waited some time for Mr. Waldheim to appoint this commission but
unfortunately up till now this commission has not been set up. [ do not know if
Mr. Waldheim is the one who feels that the time is not ripe to do so, or, if there is
American pressure on him, as [ believe there is, then this international
commission will actually not be established.

[ Question] Yes.

[Answer] At any rate, we are waiting for the moment when Mr. Waldheim
will in fact decide to appoint this commission, because at that moment there will
be some movement in the matter and we hope that we shall reach an appropriate
and just solution to this crisis.

l6. Militants Issue Statement on Khomeini's Hospitalization

LD231424 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian, 1030 GMT, 23 Jan. 80 LD.

[“Text” of statement issued by Student Followers of the Imam’s Policy
following a report concerning illness of Imam Khomeini; date not given—read
by announcer.]

[Text] In the name of God, the compassionate, the merciful. That is because
God would never change his favour that he conferred on a people until they
changed what was within themselves [Koran versel].

Victorious Islamic nation, valiant Iranian nation, the Imam of the nation, the
idol-smasher Khomeini, rose with all his resolute strength and, in continuing in
the path of God’s prophets, took the path of the Imam of martyrs and lord of
freedom-lovers, Husayn ibn’Ali, peace be upon him. He brought about such a
movement in the Muslim and suffering people that in the shortest time necessary
they triumphed over a 2,500-year-old impenal régime, this great anti-God barrier,
and they are now confronting their enemy number one, the great Satan, America.

»

Yes, this blood-soaked nation, thanks to the leadership of its soul, the soul of
God, and thanks to his uprising and benefits derived from his uncompromising
position against all the roots of oppression and polytheism, of blasphemy and
division, opened the great gates of Islam’s victory to it. Greetings to the soul and
spirit of the nation, Imam Khomeini: greetings to the idol-smasher of history.
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[t would perhaps be nothing more difficult to bear for this dear nation and
follower of the Imam’s policy than to hear the news of the illness of its soul and
its Imam. Even more difficult and grave it would be to learn that it is the pressure
of all these divisions, disagreements and disputes that has brought such pain to
bear upon its Imam’s heart. Truly, let us hope that the Tmam’s illness does not
stem from the unpleasant and crushing pressures owing to our behaviour and to
divisions which stem from our selfishness and (Pwaywardness).

Is it right, at this crucial moment when our nation is facing its greatest blood-
thirsty enemy, America, for us lo jeopardize the foundation and secret of our
victory, namely the unity of word, by raising differences of taste and minor issues?
O ye, the boiling blood in the body of rehigion; O ye, the fabric of the Islamic
nation; O ye, the fit of God to the oppressed; O ye, the Imam of the nation, the
great Khomeini: what can we offer except our humble life as a sacrifice to your
message, which is a call for justice, which is Islam and unity of word?

Our nation has no choice but to repent and redress the mistakes and our
complacency to this God-given gift. Our nation has raised its hands in prayer
before the great and glorious altar of God. We pray to the merciful, blessed
God, to grant our deprived and oppressed nation its Imam’s long life and health,
this true embodiment of 1slam and the nation. It is to be hoped that we realize
our neglect and desist from our open and latent disputes and differences.

In this connection we ask all the struggling and faithful in the nation to
prepare themselves tomorrow afternoon, Thursday, to hold prayers across the
fand. Tt is expecied from all the different classes and strata of the people in all
parts of the country, to take part in the prayers and thanksgiving ceremonies,
and, with their monotheistic and (?sure) voice, pray to the mighty, exalted God
for the health of the Imam of the nation and for continuation of his much
blessed life.

O God, keep the Imam of the nation healthy so that he may lead and guide
this revolution and the oppressed in the world, and so that he may protect Islam.
O God, reinforce the unity of word which was the secret of the Iranian nation’s
victory and which is needed now more than ever before. O God. protect our
Islamic revolution against domestic and external plotters, particularly against
the great Satan, criminal America.

[Signed] Muslim Student Foltowers of the Imam’s Policy.

17. Foreign Ministry: US Making “*Big Mistake™ on Shah

LD232046 Tehran in English to Europe, 193¢ GMT, 23 Jan &0. LD.

[Text] The Foreign Ministry of the Islamic Republic of Iran in a statement has
said that the United States is now making another big mistake which is delaying
decision-making and the extradition of the deposed Shah of Iran.

The statement lurther says that if the United States does not take a timely
decision, not only will it not be able to help solve the existing crisis in the area,
but it will create other issues as well.

In the statement issued by the Foreign Ministry of the Islamic Republic of
Iran, it has been pointed out that in the recent developments, the Americans—
due to lack of recognition of the Islamic Revolution of Iran—are making
mistakes again and again, whereas they should come to their senses and come to
the conclusion that without the extradition of the deposed Shah, the existing
crisis will remain unsolved and it will assume wider international dimensions.

In the statement published by the Foreign Ministry of the Islamic Republic of
Iran, countries that are members of the European Economic Community have
been asked not to be entangled in the trap set by the Americans, but to thwart
the expansionist America and to quickly put an end 10 the existing crisis by the
extradition of the deposed Shah to Iran.
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18. Gotbzadeh Interview

LD240046 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian, 1735 GMT, 23 Jan. §0 LD.

[Interview granted by Sadeq Gotbzadeh, lranian Foreign Minister and
presidential candidate, to unnamed Tehran radio presenter—live or recorded.)

{Excerpts] [ Question] 1 would like to thank Mr. Gotbzadeh for taking part in
this interview. So that the listeners may get to know the presidential candidates
better, we are going to ask a number of questions, most of which the people have
asked us by telephone and some of which have been drafted by ourselves, so that
the political and social character and position of the candidates may become
clearer.

As the first question, T want to ask you about foreign affairs, as at present you
are officially in charge of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. These days a number
of issues have been uppermost, such as the questions of America, the hostages,
the deposed Shah, his extradition and the trial of the hostages; also the [word
indistinet] which has arisen in relation with this problem; because when the
problem of the hostages came about you were in the post of supervisor of radio
and television, and radio and television were accused of creating, in some ways,
through certain actions, a certain amount of confusion in relation to a correct
action, for instance in issues raised in connection with the Security Council.

Would it have been possible to go to the Security Council, and through the
assistance of the Security Council to extradite the Shah or to change the world
climate or public opinion in favour [words indistinct] which I referred to before,
that in your official position first in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and second
as a presidential candidate, if you achieve this position through the votes of the
people how wil]l you act, what are your views concerning the various issues? The
other question in connection with foreign policy is that of Iran’s position vis-a-
vis the Soviet Union, after what the Soviet Union has done in Afghanistan and
bearing in mind the clear policy of the Imam on this issue. The other question I
want to raise, so that you may answer all of them together, is the relationship
between Iran’s foreign policies and the liberation movements in the world,
especially with the Islamic movements which exist in the world. We would like
you to explain these issues.

fAnswer] In the name of God, the compassionate, the merciful. T am very
grateful for this comprehensive question which you have put, because my
answers can clarify some of the obscure issues for the people with this final
opportunity before the people make their choice. First of all, what are the goals
of foreign policy as far as I am concerned? Our foreign policy, as well as our
domestic policies, our social, economic policies, must be based on our ideology,
must be based on our intellectual philosophy, if we believe in and are interested
in our philosophy. In my opinion, the failure of the communist countries on
the world scene, despite all the military power which they have had and
which they still have, has been due to the fact that their foreign policies in
particular have not been based on their ideclogy. The Machiavellian principle,
that the end justifies the means, prevails in their policies. As we have made
a new revolution in the world and have begun a new order in the world, if we
believe that this system is a world system and should prevail throughout the
y\éorlld, we have no choice but to base our foreign and domestic policies upon our
ideology.

However, let us go back to the points that you raised. First, the issue of the
Security Council; and before that, let us go back to the issue of the students. At
that time I was in charge of radio and television and they began a movement. |
did not have the slightest information about the movement which they started.
Mr. Mosavi Kho'ini telephoned me—it was about 1100, 1130 or 1200—and he
told me that this movement was a genuine movement. They are our own
children; therefore, you must assist them. At that time [ was his colleague; we
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worked together and 1 had confidence in him. Just because of what he said |
decided that the students should be supported.

The interesting thing is that radio and television, in fact, made this issue into a
public issue. It was radio and television which took this issue out to the masses
owing 10 the wide publicity it gave it. This is a fact, as they chose the Imam's
policy and made this part of their name—if you remember, from the first day I
adopted the Imam's policy, and in fact [ kept referring to the Imam’s policy.
Many people outside thought that I led these students, as radio and television
were supporting them, that T led these people, that 1 aroused them and sent them
there, and that I did all the work, While—and I have said this before but now [
say it clearly—while [ had no role in their action, I nevertheless supported their
action totally. Meanwhile, on that day—it was a Sunday, 1 remember very well;
what [ am now going to say I am saying for the first time and it is right that the
people should hear this, because they may not have another opportunity—on
that day there was a Revolution Council meeting, and Engineer Bazargan and
Mr. Katira’i were there. Although many people used to say that 1 was against
Mr, Bazargan and (?prevented) his government frem functioning, such talk
which was not really true. They were lies. [ tried to reform that government, |
tried to give it a vision. | tried to make that government adopt more decisive
policies. This was what I tried to do.

Unfortunately they had their own policies and their own methods. Itis up to
history to pass judgment on the good points and bad points of these policies, on
the gainful and gainless featurcs. On that day, 1 told Engineer Bazargan and
Engincer Katira’i that this was a genuine movement [the students’ action], that it
was the duty of the government and it was in its interest to {ake the lead m this
issue and to follow the issue with decisiveness. We got invalved in the conflict with
the United States which we were bound to have sooner or later. It was possible
that in two or three months’ time the government might have been obliged to do
this, but now the people themselves had done it. Therefore, I told them, be careful
that you do not show weakness, be careful that you do not take slow steps.
Engineer Katira'i turned and said: We are the government. The government must
observe internationat laws and regulations. 1said: In any case, international laws
and regulations have come to an end with this action. International laws and
reguiations cannot prevent it. You should not stand in the path of the flood or
you, oo, may be destroyed. They got up and left. Incidentally, the council did not
meet that day because it did not have a quorum.

What happened later? There were the announcernents of the instructors of
Qom Seminary, of the students of religious studies, of the spiritual Icaders, of the
different Islamic societics. Some of them-—most of them-—even contained very
rude swear words against the government. They contained heavy attacks. We
discarded some of them, and also we only referred to the names of some of them.
We practically did not read more than 70 per cent of them, First of all, there was
no time. Secondly, it was not proper to read these swear words on the radio.
However, the government was so weak and had adopted such a defensive role
that it disintegrated as the result of the very first attacks. In this respect, radio
and television purely reflected a general atmosphere which had emanated from
the people. Everybody, especially the members of the government, said this was
the plan of Sadeq Gotbzadeh to destroy the Bazargan government which he
opposed.

[Que]stion] My question in the main was in connection with the Security
Council.

[Answer ] | took this opportunity to explain a historic fact, for if I did not,
then you would miss some valuable information concerned with the future, Well,
the government fell and left the sccne with (7me) taking the blame. As for those
opposing the government, they never gave me any credit; only those supporting
the government tried to discredit me. Those who opposed the government
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claimed responsibility. Well, this was yet another point we had to tolerate. We
did not respond, so I want to take this opportunity to respond, for there is a
connection between this and the second point, namely the Security Council.

As for the Security Council, T did not believe in it, for all the propaganda we
had hoped to make in the Security Council I managed to achieve after a week. |
held a 30-minute interview with three American (?networks). Even if the Security
Council had met, we would not have had such an opportunity. After all, I was
fully aware of the situation, whereas the then foreign minister [Bani-Sadr] was
not, for he could not speak directly to the American people. In any case, the
propaganda media are so strange, they are so much under the influence of the
Zionists that {words indistinct]. The measures taken since then and those that are
being taken, the results of which you will shortly notice, substantiate the decision
made not to attend the Security Council, that it should be the Security Council
which should come and attend to our interests. God willing, you will see this for
yourself, 1 promise you.

The whole problem centres on this point: now that we have come this far, now
that we have been dealt all the possible blows . . . [he does not finish sentence].
From the very first day, I kept arguing at the Foreign Ministry that either we
should not have started something or, now that we have, we must see it through,
so that [words indistinct].

19. Spanish Deputy Recounts Visit to US Embassy

PA231901 Madrid EFE in Spanish, 1739 GMT, 23 Jan. 80 PA.

[By special correspondent Nemesio Rodriguez.]

[Text] Tehran, 23 Jan. (EFE}—A Spanish deputy who went into the US
Embassy today told EFE that the Islamic students informed him that the US
hostages are being treated well.

Miguel Angel Arredonda, a deputy representing the Socialist Party of
Andalucia, said the students told him that the treatment given the hostages is
“absolutely correct™.

Arredonda ate with 15 Islamic students—7 of them women—with whom he
discussed the international situation. The deputy said that the Islamic students
told him that the captives eal scparately.

The students have formed a special committee whose mission is to insure that
the hostages are treated well and to investigate their complaints so that they may
be remedied. They told Arredonda that one of the hostages had once com-
plllained that the person delivering his food was placing it on a chair instead of on
the table.

Arredonda said the people that are in the embassy are being fed from the
supplies in the embassy’s cold storage rooms. The students said enough food for
six months was stored in the embassy.

The students occupied the embassy on 4 November last year.

The Spanish deputy said the students showed him photographs of the tortures
inflicted on the Iranians by the SAVAK, the Shah’s secret police. Arredonda
said the pictures were *‘shocking”.

Arredonda is currently visiting Tehran as a guest of the son of Ayatollah
Montazeri [name and title as received], a member of the Council of the
Revolution.

20. Carter “*Agents” Charged with Forging Letters from Captives

PA252118 Madrid EFE in Spanish, 2018 GMT, 25 Jan. 80 PA.
[By Special Correspondent Nemesio Rodriguez.]
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[Text] Tchran, 25 Jan. (EFE)—The Islamic students occupying the US
Embassy today accused President Carter of “forging™ the letters sent by the
hostages to the United States. In an EFE interview, a student spokesman stated
that “special agents” of Carier forged the letters to “distort the truth” about the
hostages’ situation and make the American people “fail to understand the
Iranian Revolution™.

The spokcsman, named Rahimi, noted that the Islamic students have “good
relations” with the hostages because “Islam teaches it”, and the hostages are
comfortable.

He added that the letters were taken to the United States by the delegation of
US Indians who participated in the conference of liberation movements held in
TFehran in January so that the US people “would know the truth™.

Rahirmi, who sat at a desk with Khomeini pictures on a board behind him,
said the Iranian insistence on requesting the extradition of the Shah [rom the
United Statcs prompted Washington to send the former emperor to Panama, *a
puppet’” of the United States. The student, reciting his answers, said the hosiages
“will be pardoned” when the former Shah and his holdings are returned to the
Iranian people.

“We continue to demand the Shah’s extradition from the United States.” If the
Shah is not returned, he added, the hostages will be tried. This trial will be “the
trial of the imperialism and all the crimes of imperialism will be presented in it"”,

He constantly referred to the hostages as “spics” and said no visils are
authorized because of “security reasons”. Rahimi said the students occupied the
embassy when they confirmed that it was “‘a centre of espionage” to plan and
direct conspiracies against the Islamic Revolution. “*The United States is afraid of
Islam”, he added, “because Islam teaches the people to confront oppression.”

Regarding the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan, Rahimi said the super-
powers cannot interfere in the domestic affairs of the nations. The spokesman
added that the Iranian people will fight against the Sovict Union if it threatens
Iran.

The USSR invaded Afghanistan, he continued, because the superpowers are
afralig that the tevolutions for independence “will spread throughout the
world™.

The Islamic student, approximately 28 years old, described the external
problems—caused by the superpowers and the “‘reactionary governments of the
region—and the domestic problems: poverty, ruin and the economic collapse
inherited from the previous régime as the most important problems for Iran.

Regarding the health of Imam Khomeini, Rahimi said the students hope he
will recover in a week “in order to liberate the oppressed people from the crimes
and pressure of the United States™,

He added that Islam is not an ideology based on individuals but a movement
in itself. There have been many Imams in the history of Iran, he said, and there
will be more in the future.

The Islamic students displayed a book of pictures found in the SAVAK files
showing the bodies of Iranians who were tortured by the former political police
of the Shah. The mangled bodies of men and women with wounds all over them
appeared in the pictures.

“SAVAK,” they said, “used the most sophisticated methods of torture of the
CIA and the Jewish secret police.”

21. Ayatollah Beheshti Interview
DW251156 Bonn Die Welt in German, 25 Jan, 80, pp. |, 7 DW.

[Clay Bienfalt undated interview with Ayatollah Beheshti in Tehran.]
[Text] The chairman of the Iranian vaolutionary Council, Ayatollah Mo-
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hammad Beheshti, exerts influence on all important decisions at the point where
the political and the religious leaderships come together, Shortly before the
presidential elections he granted an interview to Die Welt in the senate in
Tehran. His most important utterance was the clear threat to sever diplomatic
relations with Bonn in the event the Federal Republic supports the planned
economic sanctions against Iran.

[ Welt] Mr. Beheshti, who will be number one in Iran after the elections, the
new president or, as before, Imam Khomeini?

[ Beheshti] Only one man can be the leader. And in any case the Imam is the
number onc, and not only here and now.

[ Welt] How independent are the Iranian politicians from the Ayatollah?

[ Beheshti] Our politicians are fairly independent from Khomeini. They look
into every matter, discuss it and make the decisions. But if Ayatollah Khomeini
voices his opinion about certain topics, the politicians discuss the matter with
him as well. In this case two things may happen. Either Khomeini leaves the
decision-making to the politicians or, and this happens very rarely, he makes the
decision himself. If and when he says what ought to be done, then the politicians
have to do as he says.

[ Welt] The people in the US Embassy have been held captive for nearly three
months now. Where do you go from here?

[ Beheshti] There may be some motion outside Iran. Mankind has experienced
sudden changes time and again. This matter is not, however, on the agenda of
every meeting of the Revolution Council. We have a lot to discuss, and this is
not Iran’s only first-rate problem.

[Welt] Could the Revolution Council order a release of the hostages or would
the student occupiers of the embassy resist such an order?

[Beheshii] Tt is the Imam exclusively who can make a decision in this
particular matter.

22. Bani-Sadr Reuter Interview

JN261931 Tehran International Service in Arabic, 1730 GMT, 26 Jan. 80 JN.

[Text] Dr. Abol Hassan Bani-Sadr, who is thus far ahead of the candidates in
the presidential elections of the Islamic Republic of Iran, has stressed that he will
seek to rebuild the Iranian economy and resolve the issue between Iran and the
United States,

In an interview with Reuter, Abol Hassan Bani-Sadr explained the philosophy
of national independence and nonalignment, as well as his policy of rebuilding
the national economy.

Referring to the US hostages detained at the US Embassy since 4 November,
he said that he will exert his efforts to put an end to this issue within the
framework that guaraniees Iran’s independence. He reaffirmed that priority will
be given to rebuilding the economy.

23. Bami-Sadr Le Matin Interview

L3011 Paris Le Matin in French, 26-27 Jan. 80, p. 12 LD.

[Bernard Poulet 25 January “exclusive” interview with Iranian Finance
Minister Abol Hassan Bani-Sadr: “We Will Help the Afghan People with all
Means”—place not specified.]

[Text] If Abol Hassan Bani-Sadr is elected president of the Islamic Republic
on Monday he has no intention of mercly playing a ceremonial role. True, the
Constitution seriously limits the president’s powers but Bani-Sadr does not
overlook the fact that he will be elected by the entire nation rather than by a
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parliament. A parliament will have to be elected within one month”, he stated,
“but [ hope that it will be favorably disposed toward me because otherwise the
country could well become paralyzed. The president’s role as defined by the
Constitution is limited. However, this applies to ordinary situations, not to a
crisis perfod when there is no political structure, when there are no parties and
when there is a need for someone who would be able to prevent any breakup or
splitup. As soon as a parliament is elected the Revolution Council will be
dissolved. However, I feel confident because the people have shown that they are
unlike the image presented of them--that of people who vote like sheep.
Contacts must be maintained with the people and this is why 1 intend to spend
one month in every province in succession instead of setting up presidential
headquarters in Tehran. The first measure which 1 intend to take is abolishing
radio and (clevision censorship to enable free parliamentary elections.”

As far as foreign policy is concerned, he indeed intends to continue whal he
started during his short term of office as Iranian foreign minister and has
pursued since his appointment as ecconomy and finance minister. “We can reach
agreement with Europe and Japan. This will be more difficult to achieve with the
two superpowers—the Soviet Union and the United States—because they
remnain superpowers and, consequently, expansionisi”, he stated.

“For instance, with regard to the USSR, we will help the Afghan people, who
are part of Iran [qui fait partie de I'Iran], by all means, including military means.
1 hope that the Russians will be prudent. They already have lost their image in
Iran where no onc belicves any longer in noninierventionism.

As for the United States, there are also many problems, but the hostages affair
could be settled almost naturally. Once the people show that they trust me there
will no lenger be any major difficulties because this is a minor matter.”

24. Bani-Sadr Discusses Policies, Cabinet Makeup

LD301203 Techran Bamdad in Persian, 27 Jan. 80, pp. 1, 3 LD.

[Bamdad correspondent Mohsen Mahmudi interview with president-elect of
Iran Abol Hassan Bani-Sadr: 1 Guarantee the Fundamenial Freedoms™; date
and place not given.]

[Text] In an exclusive interview with Bamdad correspondent Mohsen Mah-"
mudi on the eve of his assumption of office as first president of the republic,
elected by the Muslim and revolutionary nation of Iran, Dr. Abol Hassan Bani-
Sadr gave his views on how the country would be administered, his choice of
prime minister, the makeup of the cabinet and other issucs of State.

The text of our correspondent’s taped interview with the country’s first
president is as follows:

[ Bamdad [ What is your programme as regards the hostages? Do you consider
it in the country’s interests to put them on trial or to sct them free?

[ Dr. Bani-Sadr] The importance of this issue is that the attack on the embassy
proves that this nation sees independence, freedom and Islam as one and does
not want to see the shadow of domination by any power hovering overhead. In
itself, the trial of the hostages is of no importance. No one in the world doubts
that we have the ability to try and convict 50 American cmployces. In my view, it
was the Americans’ intention that these hostages would be ill-treated, so that
they could spread their propaganda throughout the wide world, alienate the
Iranian Revolution and prevent such a explosive incident from recurring in
other countries.

However, our problem is Lo regain the confidence of the present generation,
and for that reason the return of the Shah is imporiant. If it were not for this, my
view is that the punishment of the Shah itself is not of great importance. He is
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now a wretched man: If he is brought from Panama, tried and punished, it will
hardiy merit an entry in the history books, where he will go down as a tyrannical
ruler who was captured and punished.

What is of vital importance to Iran is how a nation stood up and rendered the
superpowers of the day powerless to resist their demands. That is why, when I was
at the Foreign Ministry, I tried to make, or rather | initiated arrangements for the
deposed Shah to be returned. That was not possible, and it is still not possible
unless we can make him, his crimes and his corruption the main issue.

When this becomes the main issue, even if we are unable to bring him back,
our primary aim is attained; wherever he is and for as long as he lives, he will be
the manifestation of the Justice of our cause. Then we will have no further need
of the hostages; but if we do not succeed in this purpose, we will have these
hostages on our hands and we will not know what to do with them.

25. Bani-Sadr Policy Toward West

LD271817 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian, 1630 GMT, 27 Jan. 80 LD.

[Text] At a press conference in the presence of local and foreign correspon-
dents Abol Hassan Bani-Sadr said today that our policy is to live outside the
domination of superpowers and to co-operatc for the general progress of
mankind with European countries and other countries who want to have equal
relations with us. We now draw your attention to a part of Mr. Bani-Sadr’s
interview [begin recording).

[ Bani-Sadr ] The gentleman’s question concerns what our policy will be with
regard to the West, particularly West Europe, and with regard to the issue of the
hostages. We have answered this question on a number of occasions, and my
election as president will not change this policy. Our policy is based on living free
from superpower domination and to co-operate with European countries and
other countries which want to have co-operation with us on an equal basis for
the general progress of mankind. This is difficult for the superpowers because the
essence of power is expansionism, for power becomes meaningless without
expansionism. Thus as long as they pursue an expansionist policy our policy wiil
be to confront and resist their expansionist policy.

As regard the hostages, our position is that the report filed by Reuter
yesterday did not properly reflect my views on the matter. We regard this issue as
one depending upon the main issue, namely US domination of Iran. Thus our
main expectation is not only that the United States definitely change its attitude
on its domination in Iran but that adequate safeguards be brought about to
insure that it will (?in no way) interfere in our internal affairs in the future either.
The moment the United States desists from its cxpansionist policy it will be a
different matter, and then things will be set in motion, making it possible to say
that a solution will be attainable.

It has been asked how we are to resolve the US Embassy crisis. The solution to
the crisis is not entirely up to us; it concerns the Iranian Government only partly,
the major part of the solution is in the hands of the US Government. It depends
on when the US Government decides to tell the American nation and the people
of the world that it is going to desist from its expansionist policy and domination
over other nations, and when it concedes the right to our people to pursue
criminals anywhere in the world. At that moment the ground for the problem’s
solution will also have been prepared.

At any rate, | hope that the formation of the government within the
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framework of the new constitution will make it clear to the US Government that
the determination of our nation to defead its freedom and independence is firm
and that the proper way to solve problems lies in accepting and conceding the
right-secking expectations of the Iranian people fend recording].

26. “Student™ Statement No. 98 Calls for Marches Against US

LD282306 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian, 2030 GMT, 28 Jan. 80 LD.

[Text] On the occasion of the anniversary of the birth of the mosi noble
Prophet, may God’s blessing be upon him and his descendants, and the
anniversary of the birth of Imam Sadeq, may God’s peace be upon him, the
Muslim Student Followers of the Imam’s Policy have issued their 98th state-
ment. The text of this statement, which was issued tonight, is as follows:

In the name of God, the compassionate, the merciful.

Once again, 1 repeat thal you should know that you are facing such a power
that if anyv negligence is shown our country will be last. There must be no
negligence. Not being negligent means that you should combine all your forces
and that you should raise your voice against America. All your demonstrations
should be against America. You should mobilize your forces and should receive
military training and provide military equipment and should train your friends
—Imam Khomeini.

The 4th of February is the anniversary of the birth of the illustrious Prophet,
the messenger of truth, justice, jihad and peace; the great and true founder of
humanity; the founder of Islamic brotherhood. [t is also the anmiversary of the
birth of the sixth leader, Imam Sadeq, may God’s peace be upon him, who was
the embodiment of Islamic spirit and culture. We express our greetings to all on
this occasion.

More than 1 400 years have passed since the blissful birth of the most noble
Prophet—the Prophet who worked a basic transformation in order to advance
humanity toward victory and light and to bring about the oneness of humanity
based on exalted values and divine thoughts, and to turn humanity against
inhuman values, against idotatry, blasphemy and irreligion. The bliss(ul birth of
the most noble Prophet became the cause of the downfall of tyrannical
monarchs and the destruction of the foundations of the palaces of oppression
and tyranny. It extinguished the fire of hatred and animosity and changed it into
brotherhood.

Today, our valiant nation, under the leadership of the Imam of the nation, the
great Khomeini, and in the light of the divine teachings of the illustrious Prophet
of Islam, and in emulation of the early Islamic society, is moving toward the goal
of rubbing the back of the world devourers with dust. The Iranian nation has
inherited this ancient legacy from the blessed personality of the founder of its
ideology, the most noble Prophet, and the Islamic teachings of his descendant,
Imam Sadeq. If our enemies knew that our movement and our uprising for the
sake of unily and brotherhood have been kneaded with the flesh and blood of
this nation, and if they knew that the men of Islamic ideology and the followers
of the school of monotheism arc the champions of the field of battle and jihad,
perhaps they would refrain from bullying and would reform their ways.

The original and revolutionary Islamic ideology that has become enshrined in
the heart and soul of this arisen nation will at every moment make the fire of the
Islamic Revelution blaze and will add to the movement and mobility of the
nation’s uprising. We honour the anniversary of the birth of the precious
Prophet of 1slam, which is a blessed day for the Muslims of the world and for all
humanity, and in its honour we proclaim a day of public marches throughout
Iran.

These marches will demonsirate the mobilization of all the forces and strata of
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the Islamic nation and community and will manifest the greatness of the uprising
and the depth of the wakefulness of the distinguished Iranian nation against the
plots and conspiracies of the great Satan, the criminal America. The mobiliza-
tion of the valiant Iranian nation on this blessed feast will take the form of a
public march that will frighten America, this enemy of humanity, and will dispel
the ignorance of Lthe enemies as to the scenes of the enchanting and epic-making
uprising of the beloved and brave nation of lran.

We invite all the beloved strata and the valiant Iranian nation--young men
and children, workers, farmers, shopkeepers, students, members of the clergy,
the young and the old, men and women—to honour this blissful day mn
remembrance of the most noble Prophet and in commemoration of his blessed
nativity. Let us try to repulse our dangerous enemy with the divine and powerful
weapon of unity, whose sharp end is pointed at the heart of the enemy and that
will set ablaze the mighty oceans of humanity. Let us wrest the executioner Shah
from the supportive hands of our number one enemy, the plundering America,
and prepare ourselves for his trial followed by the trial of the criminal leaders of
America. Let us all unite together in obedience to the call of our Imam and rise
together so that we can expel this germ of corruption, America, from the face of
history. May God make firm our steps against the tyrants and idolators of the
world and may He make us victorious over them.

[ Signed] The Muslim Student Followers of the Imam’s Policy.

27. Bani-Sadr Press Conference

LD311609 Tehran Keyhan in Persian, 28 Jan. 80, p. 3 LD.

[Unattributable report: *“Within the Framework of the Constitution, Bani-
Sadr Guarantees Political Freedom™.]

fText] ““As regards prime minister, there are two possibilities. Either we can
choose him without waiting for the Majles to convene or, since the prime
minister has (o work with the Majles, we could wait for the Majles election and
let the Majles choose him, having regard to its composition and inclination in
the matter.

Since it would scem sensible to allow the Majles to convene first, the election
of the prime minister should be postponed until after the Majles election, when
the Majles may better reflect the mood of the clectorate.”

At a press conference attended by numerous local and foreign correspondents
yesterday, Dr. Bani-Sadr gave the above reply to a question from Kephan's
political correspondent.

Relations With the Leader.

In reply to the question “what will be your relations or those of another
president be with the leader?”, Bani-Sadr said: “The function of the relationship
between the president and the religious leader has been determined, and | shall
act within that framework. In addition, given the situation in which it is placed,
the country is obliged to mobilize all its forces to solve the problems which
confront it. For many years [ have held the view—a view which has enjoyed
success in Iran—that an informed clergy should unite with committed intellectu-
als and that they should apply themselves to the pressing demands and issues of
the day and participate in solving problems. I hope that during my period in
office as president this unity will attain perfection and that we shall be able to
eradicate entirely the great problems which beset Iran.”

The Students Following the Imam's Policy.
In reply to the question: “What do you think of the students following the
imam’s policy and do you approve of them?”, Bani-Sadr said:
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One great truth underlies what they accomplished: They have become the
manifestation of the people in expressing the truth that Iran does not wish to live
under the domination of the superpower America; there is no conflict of
conscience as regards the external independence of a country and (recdom
within the country both of them together constitute the one important fact that a
country under the hegemony of another foreign power cannot enjoy internal
freedom alL home. Seen from this viewpoint, their actions embody the desire of
all our people, and this is why they have received support. Now as for my
approving of all their views—no! 1 would not like to live that sort of life.

Human beings must be free to have different approaches and hold different
opinions. Regimentation may seem right to some, but others consider it wrong,
The right thing is (or these differences to be reconciled by free discussion and it 1s
wrong that they should be used as weapons with which to crush one another. [
hope that we shall choose the right way.

28. Resolution’s Impact on Hastages

LD291834 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian, 1653 GMT, 29 Jan. 80 LD.

{Text] Kamal Kharrazi, political under secretary of the Foreign Ministry of
the Islamic Republic of Iran, who heads the Traman delegation at the Islamabad
conference, today said about the resolution of the Islamic conference with
regard to the existing disputes between Iran and the United States that the
resolution will make no difference to the American hostages in Tehran. He said
there would be no compromise. The United States must return the deposed
Shah, and after that the hostages will be released. Kamal Kharrazi said about
the conference’s resolution: We expected the United States to be condemned.
The resolution expresses the hope that Iran and the United States would be able
to end their disputes through peaceful means.

29. Le Monde Interviews President-Elect Bani-Sadr

LD291619 Paris Le Monde in French, 29 Jan. 80, pp. 1, 3 LD.

[Eric Rouleau interview with Iranian president-elect Abol Hassan Bani-Sadr
in Tehran: *‘Iran Must Give Multifaceted and Particularly Military Aid to the
‘Afghan people’”—date not specified.]

[Tex1] Tehran—Although the final, complete results of the 25 January election
have not yet been officially announced Mr. Abol Hassan Bani-Sadr is already
considered here as elected to the presidency of the republic. Moreover he is
bchaving as head of State without waiting for his investiture by Imam Khomeini,
by whom he must be sworn in: since Saturday evening he has issued many
communiqués and statements; on the evening of Sunday, 27 January, he gave his
first press conference to several hundred Iranian and foreign journalists.

*

[Question] Are you going to help the normalization of relations between
Tehran and Washington by releasing the hostages?

[ Answer ] The American Government must first publish a statement recogniz-
ing the crimes it committed in Iran through the imperial régime and our right to
take proceedings against the Shah and his acolytes. It must also promise to
henceforth respeet Iran’s independence and sovereignty.

[ Question] You would then expel the American diplomats? )

[ Answer | The problem of the hostages could then be easily solved . . .




350 DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR STAFF

[Question] Several weeks ago you repeatedly said that you regarded the
seizure of hostages as immoral from the Islamic¢ viewpoint and harmful from
the political viewpoint. However, you now impose conditions on the release of
the captives. Could these be contradictory stances?

[ Answer ] 1 have always demanded that the US Government should issue a
statement admitting its crimes against us but it is true that I did not previously
link it to the release of the hostages. Since then, Iranian opinion has decided
otherwise and it is impossible for us to separate the two matters.

[Question] Did the Revolution Council, of which you are a member, not
agree to a very different solutton with Mr. Kurt Waldheim: the formation of an
international committee of inquiry in exchange for the American diplomats?

fAnswer] 1 do not remember such a compromise. This may have been
envisaged during talks between the UN Secretary and Mr. Gotbzadeh (the
outgoing foreign minister). Personally, I do not like such deals which are based
on blackmail. However, I cannot say anything definite on this question before
consulting Imam Khomeini; however he is in no state to worry about this
question.

{Question] The expulsion of American journalists from Iran has been
interpreted as a measure aimed at reducing the publicity given to the hostages
and, hence, to calm American opinion. Can you confirm that evaluation?

[Answer] 1 suspect that the Iranian authorities’ intentions were less pure,
Some people perhaps hoped to rig the elections and prevent me from becoming
president; hence they tried to remove embarrassing witnesses. In any case I am
on principle opposed to any limitation on freedom of speech. It was I who
opened wide Iran’s doors to the journalists and 1 intend to reopen them soon to
representatives of the American press. Of course many of them have written
abominable or ridiculous things about us but others have done their job
honestly. However on the whole T think the experiment has been positive for us
and for world opinion which understands better what is happening in Iran
[answer ends].

*

[ Question] What will become of the Imam’s Islamic student followers after
the American hostages are released?

[Answer] “They will continue to follow the Imam in their respective
umiversities” (knowing smile). In other words, the new president would not
tolerate decision-making bodies outside the State.

30. Militants on Hostages' Fate

TA300638 London BBC World Service in English, 0500 GMT, 30 Jan. 80 TA,

{From “Newsdesk™.]

[Text] In Iran, a spokesman for the militant students holding the US Embassy
has said the escape of six Americans from the country will not affect the
treatment of the 50 Americans still held at the Embassy. Six Americans—four
diplomats and the wives of iwo of them—were smuggled out of the country,
posing as Canadian diplomatic staff. They left Iran last weekend just before the
Canadian Embassy closed down on Monday. The six had been hiding since the
students seized the American Embassy nearly three months age. They have
spent most of the intervening months at the Canadian Embassy or in the homes
of Canadian diplomats in Tehran. There has so {ar been no official reactions
from the Iranian Government, but the Foreign Minister, Mr. Gotbzadeh, has
called a news conference for later today.
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31. Beheshti on Hostages® Fate

NC301000 Paris AFP in English, 0957 GMT, 30 Jan. 80 NC.

[Text] Tehran, 30 Jan. (AFP)—Iranian Revolution Council Sccretary Aya-
tollah Mohammad Beheshti said today that the fate of the American hostages
held here since 4 November was *‘entirely in American hands™.

Adding that Iran did not expect to “solve all its problems through the
hostages”, the Ayatollah said that the action of the Canadian ambassador to
Tehran in smuggling out of the country six Americans who avoided being taken
hostage “could” affect Canadian-Iraman relations.

Canada has “temporarily” closed its Embassy in Tehran and withdrawn all
staff.

Turning 10 domestic problems, Ayatollah Beheshti said that “'some people not
exactly in line with the Islamic Revolution’ were leading people astray.

This was seen as veiled criticism of newly-clected president Abol Hassan Bani-
Sadr, known to disagree with the militants ocoupying the American Embassy
over the hostages issue.

The Revolution Council secretary told journalists that once the council was
dissolved, following parliamentary elections due in March, he would leave
politics to ““teach the new generations™.

32. Gotbzadeh on Diplomats’ Escape

LD301 146 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian, 1102 GMT, 30 Jan. 80 LD.

[Text] Sadeq Gotbzadeh, the Foreign Minister of the Iranian Islamic Repub-
lic, has declared in an interview that the Foreign Ministry of the Iranian Islamic
Repubiic did not have the slightest idea about the six Americans seeking asylum
at the Canadian Embassy. Sadeq Gotbzadeh said: Last night we received a
message from the Canadian Prime Minister through a third country in which the
Canadian Government apologized to the Iranian Government for taking six
Americans out of Iran. Gotbzadeh added: The message stressed that the
Canadian Governmeni 100k out the Americans with Canadian passports and
forged Iranian stamps. The Iranian Foreign Minister provided some explana-
tions in this regard to our colleague. We draw your attention to this interview
[begin recording]:

[Question] 1s this the Foreign Ministry?

[ Answer] Yes.

{Question] ts this Mr. Gotbzadeh?

[ Answer[ Yes.

[Question] We have heard in the news that six Americans have been
clandestinely taken out of our ¢country with Canadian passports. As the Foreign
Minister, | would like to ask you how this could happen and whether the
Foreign Ministry was aware of the matter.

[ Answer ] First of all I should say that we did not have the slightest idea about
the presence of the Americans at the Canadian Embassy. And this was
something nobody ever publicized. It seems—it has now transpired——that when
a number of people were captured at the den of espionage a number of others
managed to cscape.

Apparently those who escaped went to the Canadian Embassy. We did not
have the slightest idea of their presence there at any time. Meanwhile, there has
been a problem here, namely that this is election time in Canada and that this
action has been taken to help the ruling party win the elections. This was even
communicated to us last night with the apelogies. Another point is that the
presence of these individuals should have been a matter for the couatry’s
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security officials, and this has nothing to do with the Foreign Ministry. Their
departure also took place with Canadian passports and with forged Iranian
stamps. Border officials did not realize this—of course we do not know from
which border crossing they were taken out.

Today 1 made a couple of points to international correspondents. One was
that the Canadian Government, by its very action, has engaged in an act of
espionage in Iran.

They referred to this act of espionage as something to be proud of. This shows
that so far our views with regard to international agreements, which are solely
for the purposes of great powers and industrial countries, have been true. That is
to say these countries, unfortunately, perpetrate all kinds of crimes on earth, and
even pride themselves on the dirty things they do, but not a whisper can be heard
about it anywhere in the world. However, as soon as a number of American
diplomats are arrested here, then this is regarded as a violation of international
conventions, Thus the least we could gain from what has happened is that, as far
as we are concerned, these gentlemen can no longer tell us we have violated
international conventions. This we will bring to the attention of the whole world;
we will make it clear that they have always been violating international law. This
is one thing.

Another point is that by its action the Canadian Government has proved that
for the sake of its internal elections it is prepared to fan the flames of
international crisis. The crisis that was going to end with a victory for the
Iranian nation, they are trying, on the orders of their Zionist masters who,
unfortunately, have a great deal of influence in Canada, to fan the flames of this
crisis once again. Thus, as far as they are concerned nothing matters to them,
even the greatest crime on earth, This is the character of these people.

Furthermore, 1 have stated that because of what they have done here the
Canadian Government will be directly responsible for any harsh treatment
meted out against the hostages. There is yet another point, namely that [ once
again gave an assurance today and lold the foreign correspondents that the
Canadian Government will sooner or later pay for its interference in our internal
affairs for this duplicity and cheating.

33. Envoy to Canada Comments

LD0O11210 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian, 1050 GMT, 1 Feb. 80 LD.

[Text] According to a report from the Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran
in Canada, after many days of expectation by domestic and foreign reporters, Dr.
Seyyed Mohammad Hoseyn Adeli, Chargé d’Affaires of the Islamic Republic of
Iran in Canada, eventually gave a press, radio and television conference at 1200
today [as heard] which was attended by more than 50 reporters.

Dr. "Adehi said: Once again the world has witnessed a shameful violation of
international laws and norms by imperialism and Zionism whose hand has,
unfortunately, reached out of Canada this time. This irresponsible action by
Canada which was carried out according to the plan of American imperialism is
nothing but the violation of the laws which this country has pledged to observe.
It is obvious that not only was this action not carried out on the basis of
safeguarding Canadian interests, but it has harmed them, and was in the
illegitimate interest of international imperialism.

So far, fran has tried to show to the world that imperialism never has any
respect for international laws. With this action which was planned from abroad,
Canada has confirmed Iran’s claim. Once again, we strongly condemn-interna-
tional imperialism and blame the Canadian Government which is responsible for
this action for submitting to American pressures to violate Iran’s sovereignty
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and the Vienna Convention. It is better for Canada to defend its own national
interests and to adopt an independent policy for itself.

Iran’s Chargé d’Affaires in Canada, who is at the moment the only channel of
communication between the two countries, said: Can anyone deny the effects of
this foolish action by Canada on the foreign rclations of this country, especially
with the Muslim world?

Will the Canadian diptomats continue to enjoy their former support and
respect in the world? Can they now be even called Canadian? Iran and Canada
used 10 have good relations and Iran’s great Islamic Revelution which aims at
the creation of a great monotheistic society in which the rights and personalitics
of individuals are respected is not in conflict with Canadian interests. On the
contrary it is fighting against Zionism and international imperialism.

In conclusion, while expressing his regret that the Canadian diplomats have
abused the warm hospitality of the lranians, Dr. "Adeli said: Our Islamic
Revolution, under the leadership of the grcat man of history, our lmam
Khomeini, has brought American imperialism to its knees; and such actions
cannot create a barrier in the path of the continuvation of our struggle and
revolution.

MORE ON ENVOY'S COMMENTS

LD312251 Montreal Domestic Service in English, 2200 GMT, 31 Jan. 80 LD.

[Text] Canada has once again received strong praise and equally strong
criticism for smuggling six Americans out of the Canadian Embassy in Tehran.
President Carter telephoned the Prime Minister to say that Canada had
performed a heroic act, but Iran’s acting ambassador in Canada angrily charged
that the Canadian action would delay the rclease of the 50 hostages at the US
Embassy in Tehran. The acting ambassador made the comment at a news
conference in QOttawa. David Roberts was there:

Mohammad 'Adeli, Iran’s senior representative in Canada, began his news
conference by reading a prepared statement. He said his Government was deeply
shocked that Canada had hidden the American diplornats and then smuggled the
six out of the country, He said the plan was obviously organized by the CIA with
Canada a willing stooge. The forging of exit visas and passports for the Americans
was a scandalous violation of internationa! law, one that would hurt Canada’s
relations with the whole of the Muslim world [begin "Adeli recording).

This regrettable action does not serve the interests of Canada. Even more, it
has certainly damaged these, and on the contrary it has served the illegitimate
interests of international imperialism and Zionist [end recording].

After his statement Mr. Adeli answered: reporters’ questions. He said the
Americans who were hiding in the Canadian Embassy would probably have
been allowed 1o leave kran if they'd gone to Iranian authorities. He maintained,
despite denials from Prime Minister Clark, that Canada has apologized for the
incident. The apology was defivered, he said, by a third party, but he wouldn’t
say if he'd actually seen such an apelogy.

Mr. "Adeli’s main point was that the Canadian action had delayed an
arrangement that was under way {o bring the release of the Americans still being
held at the US Embassy in Tehran, but he wouldn’t say what that arrangement
was, when it would have come into effect, or how long 1t’s been delayed [passage
indistinct].

Mr. 'Adeli said the arrangement involved an international tribunal, the
American and Iranian Governments, the United Nations, the Red Cross and
Amnesty International, At times the Iranian envoy showed anger at reporters’
questions, questions that refated the legality of Canada’s actions in Iran to the
legality of holding 50 people at the Amcrican Embassy.
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34. Students Issue “Lamentation” Addressed to Khomeini

LDO011838 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian, 1702 GMT, | Feb. 80 LD.

[“Text” of “lamentation” issued by the Muslim Student Followers of the
Imam’s Policy for the “Imam of the nation”—read by announcer.]

{Text] In the name of God, the merciful, the compassionate. To the great
Islamic leader, His Great Eminence Imam Khomeini. Weé do not see any need to
reiterate the depth of the sorrows and the abundance of grief felt by your
children. No, there is no need to verbalize them, for everyone is aware of them:
The mountains, the deserts, the seas and the oceans; the sky and the earth and
everything under it and on it; they all know. No, indeced, there is no need for
them to know; for us it only suffices that God knows. Indeed, only He knows
what goes on in our hearts, The only consolation for these anxious and restless
hearts are the daily reports issued by the doctors treating you about the
improvement about our Imam’s condition.

Indeed, O you leader. You told us not to be afraid of America, for there is
nothing America can do. You proclaimed to our people that a greater revolution
had been launched; that we must try to eradicate America, this source of
corruption of the century, from the pages of history. You warned America: Do
not scare us with the threat of military invasion, for we are men of war ready to
be martyred. Do not threaten us with an economic boycott, for we will go on
fasting and will not submit to indignity.

Indeed, oh you leader. We saw that America could not achieve anything at ail.
However, oh you leader, oh you Imam; oh you guardian of the oppressed in
whose absence we have to take our grief and pain to the God of the oppressed,
can we tell you, will the doctors treating you allow us to tell you, that during this
brief period, when we have had no access to you what sort of attacks have been
launched by those lying in wait?

In the chaotic world of politics, wherein some individuals entertain ideas of
leadership, at times they accuse us of anti-divinity tendencies and at others of
affiliation with this or that process. Their objective is to say that we are not
adhering to the Imam’s policy. Some of these ignoble people, whose ugly faces
have been revealed to our nation as a result of our revelations, are shamelessly
and idiotically threatening us with manhandling, as if they are descendants of
Genghiz and Reza Khan.

Those who have created for themselves a false personality behind the cloak of
hypocrisy and deviousness have presented the revelation documents issued from
this espionage den as baseless documents. What is more painful is that when US
agents, who after the revolution, have taken the oath of allegiance, as before, to
their overlords, are introduced to the people through evidence, the authorities
feel no responsibility about the revelations made in connection with these
mercenaries and continue to let them continue with their treacheries.

In the aftermath of your order, we have always said and will continue to say,
that America must return the deposed and criminal Shah, as well as the wealth
he has plundered, to the Iranian nation. Only then the nation, reducing the
sentence by one degree, will agree not to put the hostages on trial and will release
them. ’

Indeed, oh you leader, you Imam, ch you great Khomeini. It is only vour
order which should result in the extradition of the Shah, however, not through
compromise, but rather in a revolutionary manner. For by applying attitudes of
compromise, it is always the enemy which will vanquish us. The Iranian nation,
both through the process of revolution and following the victory of the
revolution, has repeatedly and decisively condemned these methods.

Oh you great leader of the revolution, we swear in your presence to God
almighty, that we will remain loyal to your revolutionary path with everything
we possess, that we will fight against compromise methods, so that the Iranian
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nation may once again show America that it is determined to resist to the last
drop of its blood like a soldier who is prepared to give his life in the battlefield of
the nation of Mehammad. We proclaimed the anniversary of the holy Prophet
as a day of public march throughout Iran. The Iranian nation on this day will
cause the palace-dwelling men in Washington to tremble by shouting the slogan:
We are all your soldiers, oh you Khomeini. We are ready to follow your order,
oh you Khomeini,
[ Signed] The Muslim Student Followers of the Imam’s Policy.

35. Bani-Sadr Inlerview

LD061317 Tehran Ettela at in Persian, 2 Feb. 80, pp. 1, 2 LD.

[Mansur Taraji, | February, Tehran interview with Iranian President-elect
Abolhassan Bani-Sadr: “Government and Revolution Council Positions To Be
Clarified” ]

{Excerpts] Dr. Seyyed Abolhassan Bani-Sadr, first President of the Republic
of Iran, who caught a bad cold, received Ettela’at representative Dr. Mansur
Taraji at his bedside yesterday morning and gave frank answers to all his
questions on domestic and foreign issues.

THL PROBLEM OF THE HOSTAGES

[ Question] Dr. Abothassan Bani-Sadr, what is your view of the occupation of
the US espionage den and the issuc of the hostages? What solutions have been
considered for the release of the hoslages, and in general how do you sec future
relations between Iran and America?

[Answer] My main concern is the universal preservation of the spiritual
aspect of the message of the revolution of Iran, and the spiritual and clerical face
of the Tmam of the community. The effect of every problem and issue must be
reviewed and analyzed in the light of this principle. What interpretation should
be given to the world public view of the hostages issue? The meaning of the
occupation of the former American Embassy and the taking hostage of members
of the Embassy is that we disagree with a policy based on reaching an
understanding with hegemonist power. This is an extremely important matter in
contemporary Iranian history, since it is manifestly obvious that the age of
American domination of Iran is over. As for the actual issue of the hostages:
Were some of them spies, or not? What has not yet been made clear is that the
nation of lran is fighting not these individuals but American policy. We want
American policy to change.

The Imam has said the same thing, namely that American policy must change
perceptibly.

On the subject of the multiplicity of decision-making centres, the first
president of the Iranian Republic stated his belief in these terms:

“IF these decision-making centres, which have disrupted the country, pay no
attention to warnings, we will appeal 1o the people themselves to determine their
fate. In my opinion, the people are wise and mature, and they know that a
multiplicity of decision-making centres spells danger to their country’s exis-
tence.”

36. Bani-Sadr Cails for Return of Shah’s Wealth
LD032115 Tehran in English to Europe, 1930 GMT, 3 Feb. 80 LD.

[From the press review.]
[Excerpts] The Jomburi-Ye Estami, the organ of the Istamic Republican Party
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of Iran, has reported that the people of Tehran will march from the mosques
towards the den of CIA spies to mark the birthday of the Prophet Mohammad.
The march has been called by the students following the policy of Imam
Khomeini who have occupied the former American Embassy in Tehran,

Tehran Times has reported that Bani-Sadr yesterday called on the United
States to return the wealth of the Shah’s family to Iran as a gesture of good will
to end the deadlock of the hostages held at the US Embassy in Tehran. The
afternoon daily has quoted Bani-Sadr as saying that the US must block the
wealth of that family as soon as possible so that the problem of the extradition of
the Shah can enter into a more serious phase. [Words indistinct] that there could
be no progress on the ¢risis in relations between Iran and the United States until
the United States Government changed its policy the way that the Iranian
people could see it was meaningful. Bani-Sadr said that if the students had taken
the US diplomats hostage in spite of their diplomatic immunity, there was
equally no tradition or contract in the world that enabled any country not to
return to his country of origin someone who has committed genocide. The first
president of the Islamic Republic of Iran told Errela’at also that the United
States must [words indistinct].

37. Militants Interviewed on Hostages, Shah

LD040046 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian, 2112 GMT, 3 Feb. 80 LD.

[Interview with anonymous Muslim Student Followers of the Imam’s Policy
by announcer: date not given—recorded.]

[Text] {Question] It is now precisely three months since your revolutionary
action. Howcver, the question arises for many people as to when you will release
the hostages, and in principle, what conditions should be brought about so that
the hostages may be released.

[ Answer ] In the name of God, the compassionate, the merciful. Following the
occupation of the den of American cspionage by the Muslim Student Followers
of the Imam’s Policy, the demands that we enunciated stated our intention,
namely, that the hostages, who are none other than American spies, should be
held. They shall remain our hostages until the Shah and his assets are delivered
to our nation by America. This action, in fact, was arrest and detention of a
number of spies and traitors to the Iranian nation who were operating in our
country under diplomatic cover. Since we had observed the signs of their crimes
against our nation in our country for years, and since their hands were still at
work in various ways to strike a blow at our revolution and to (?resume their
domination), we resorted 1o this action and arrested these spies. The objective we
stated was that if the United States returns the Shah and his assets to our nation
then, as the Fmam has said, we will release the spies by granting them a reprieve
by one degree. From our point of view, they are the true traitors and murderers
of our nation’s martyrs. They are the same peoplc who rendered our nation
hovel-dwellers instead of being able to rely on itself and stand on its own feet,
They subjugated our nation to America. They must be [word indistinct]. They
have been arrested for trial.

But if America returns the Shah and his assets, if the Shah, this symbol of
criminality and corruption, is returned to our nation, so that the Shah may be
tried in Tran—an open trial under the republican régime—then, even though
they are spies, they will be reprieved and may be returned to their country.

America must first bring the Shah and his assets back to Iran and then they
will be released. To say that they should first be released and then ways be found
enabling us to get the Shah and his assets is not a policy worthy of this -
movement. If America fails to deliver the Shah and his assets to our nation, they
will be tried. A trial of these spies will, in fact, be tantamount to exposing the
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nature of America, not only to our nation but also to all the nations the world
over. It will identify the main enemy of our nation and all the deprived nations.
If the Shah and his assets are returned to Iran the Shah will be tried, and then the
nature of those who did injustice to this oppressed nation for years, who threw
our country to the winds, and, as the Imam has said, who destroyed our villages
but developed our cemeteries, will be recognized. So, the release of these
hostages is contingent upon the condition stated in the first place, namely that
America must deliver the Shah and his assets to our nation.

A matter | must again state here is that our nation wants the Shah and his
assets from America, not (rom another country. As the Imam has said, our main
enemy and the Satan of the century is none other than America. If America has
taken the Shah to Panama, this has been done thanks 10 our nation’s movement
and pressure. America was forced to accept this defeat, otherwise, what America
wanted was to keep him by its side in return for his services. But our nation’s
movement does not allow it to do what it desires. So America takes the Shah to
Panama. Panama is a puppet of America. The State of Panama is in effect one of
the American states. Panama occupies exactly the same position that Iran did
under the Shah’s régime. That is to say, whatever America wanted she carried
out. This point is perfectly clear to us and the Iranian nation. We do not demand
the Shah from Panama, but we want the Shah and his assets from America. And
the condition for releasing the hostages is that America delivers the Shah and his
asscts to our nation in Iran.

{Question] Another question that is raised is why you have not taken any
speedy action to get the Shah from America.

[Answer] In the name of God, the compassionate, the merciful. It is for
Carter to take a range of speedy and crash measures in the deadlock he finds
himsclf now, a deadlock in which lies his death. If Carter does not submit to the
demand of the Iranian nation, by virtue of holding the hostages, arc enjoying full
initiative, and we are in a position of strength vis-a-vis America. This is patently
clear, namely, that first, if the United States refuses to submit to the nation’s
demand and tries to sidestep it somehow, then naturally the trial of the spies will
be started. The triat of the hostages is not something new. This is something
America greatly fears becausc precisely with the start of the trial of the hostapes
America will be exposed. The antihuman and antimankind policies of America
will be clear to the people of the world. For one thing, it will become clear to
everyone that despite its resources, all its military might, all its vast economic
resources and, particularly, all its Zionist propaganda apparatus, America is
unable to get the hostages back from the Iranian nation. Furthermore, its nature
will become clear to everyone. [ts traitorous nature, its ugly face, its plundering
nature, its murderous nature—all this will become clear to the people, and this is
something cxtremely costly to America. Thus, by holding the hostages we have
the initiative and we are in a position ol strength. So, we should not, that is to
say, there is no reason for us to take any speedy measures.

It is Carter who is losing because, on the one hand, the movements in the
region, thanks to Iran's movement and Islamic Revolution, are revolutionary
movements in a conscious manner and they are on the verge of ending the vital
interests of America in the region. Thus, America is losing on this scare as well,
that is to say, America’s vital interests in the region are facing a serious danger.
Well, the Carter administration must somehow control this process so as to
prevent it from spreading and endangering its interests. So, this is yet another
matter, namely, that Carter is compelled to this crisis in relations between Iran
and America. .

Of course, from our point of view there is no crisis because what we say is the
same, it is constant and we are firm on it, namely, the extradition of the Shah. It
s America which has to be anxious, and is anxious, trying to settle the matter
somehow.
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We should bear in mind the Koranic command that if our confrontation with
America should result in actual fighting and killing, we would win. We shall
continue this path, continue with decisiveness, and, in accordance with the
Koranic command I cited, humiliate America, destroy. God’s punishment meted
out at the hands of the fighting nation to the criminal American Government
and the Muslim nation’s victory are all none other than what God has promised
and divine tradition. With this belief we shali stand on our word. We remain firm
on our word and we are ready to give our lives in this path, in the same way that
during the revolution to get the Shah out of the country and to overthrow the
satanical régime many of the Muslim brothers and sisters gave their blood. The
same applies today. Nothing has changed. The Iranian nation has not changed
at all. And the Imam will continue his leadership from the hospital with great
firmness and decisiveness. Thus it is Carter who must evaluate his position and
seriously think about what he is to do. We have the initiative,

[Question] The third question concerns your announcement yesterday in
which you mentioned that a revolutionary style would be employed for the
return of the Shah. What do you mean by revolutionary style?

[ Answer] In the name of God, the compassionate, the merciful. During this
glorious struggle of the Iranian nation against America, two styles were
proposed: The revolutionary style of those who really follow the path of the
Imam, and second, the non-revolutionary style, which is not truly the Imam’s
way. The battling nation of Iran, by taking the Imam’s path—the revolutionary
style that certainly the Imam has expressed against the régime and against
America—has benefited and advanced to this point. It is certain that non-
revolutionary styles, which are in fact paths by which America can again
penetrate our country and return again to its old bases, have not been supported
by the nation. The revolutionary styles are those that are displayed by the Imam.
We declare that our tie to America has been the tie of the oppressed to the
oppressor. The declaration that we want to make to America is that there is no
room for negotiations in our relationship with America, because the solution of
this issue simply does not require negotiations.

The revolutionary style is different from that. It is a style that America, our
nation’s No. 1 enemy, does not recognize.

America, the fundamental enemy of Islam, does not recognize it. We embrace
the theory of the Imam’s way. In this struggle with America (?we must all follow
the revolutionary style). In fact, non-revolutionary practice permits America to
penetrate and it may be able to re-establish its interests in this country. The thing
that America believes in, what it likes 10 employ, is something that will not
diminish the status of America and not cause it to lose face. This invelves such
things as sending Mohammad Reza to Panama, so that the investigation of him
has to be done by way of Panama, and international institutions and courts
convened by America to investigate the shortcomings of Mochammad Reza. This
is the style that America has in mind and for this reason the nation of Iran will
not use it. The nation of Iran will use the revolutionary style, the one shown by
the Imam. And that means that America must return to Iran Mohammad Reza
and the things that he took with him. Then, aficr this return, the spy hostages
who are at the disposal of the nation will be given a one-siep reprieve and be
returned.

{Question] Another question in the same vein concerns the impact of this
revolutionary style. That is, to what extent are you interfering in administrative
affairs by carrying out your revolutionary style?

[ Answer ] We are not interfering in the administration of affairs. We simply do
not believe in interfering in the administration of the country. In fact, we are not
a group or special organization that for reasons of special interest tries to
interfere in administration. [Words indistinct] the position of the Student
Followers of the Imam’s Policy, the direction of their effort and the basis of their
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views stems from the principle of not interfering in administrative affairs. We sce
this as our duty and this is our understanding of the matter.

{Question] The next question: While you have decided not to interfere in
administrative affairs, weren't your objections to the participation in the
Pakistan conference a sort of interference?

[ Answer] There has been no thought that the expression of opinion based on
our contacis, our knowledge and our understanding of this matter—this is in no
way interference. Since we—well, look: the Revolutionary Council decided to
send a representative to the Islamic ministers’ conference; then we decided to
prepare an announcement and in fact we were not in agreement with the decision
of the Revolutionary Council. But this cannot be called interference. It was just
the declaration of another point of view. As we have said, we should make it
known when we are in favour of or opposed to something; such matters should
be aired 5o that the issues will be better understood and better decisions will be
made,

The reason for this conference was basically that America was very afraid of
the peaking of the demonstration, the peaking of the struggles of the oppressed
nations, especially the Muslim nations of this region.

Al the attacks in this region were directed toward the United States. You
know that the US Embassy in Pakistan was set on fire and other US embassies in
the region partly closed down, with reduced or no activitics. In countries such as
Saudi Arabia a revolution similar to that of Iran’s is peaking in protest against
the country’s puppet régime. There are similar signs in Pakistan and Iraq. In
order to control these anti-American movements, the United States planned a
very complex tactic by employing a deceiving style,

This style involved finding a way to change the public’s anti-American
opinion to an anti-Soviet one. Now the Soviet Union has provided grounds for
this by its military intervention in Afghanistan. We must mention here that from
our point of view the Soviet military intervention and the military takeover of
our Afghan brothers is completely wrong and we condemn it. Qur revolution is a
school, it is a revolution against tyranny and it should engage against any figure
or any government in whatever part of the world they happen to be if they are
cruel and decide not to respect humane standards. The Soviet military interven-
tion in Afghanistan is one example and we condemn it.

The problem is to identify our main enemy. As the Imam has said, our main
and No. | enemy is the Unnted States. The United States is trying to shift the
struggles of the nations of the region against the Soviet Union. This conference
was in fact organized for this main purpose. This conference was arranged on
China’s recommendation and Bangladesh invited the lslamic countries to
participate. The conference was held in Pakistan, where the attack against the
US Embassy took place, in order to destroy the effects of the anti-American
movement, Il you see the resolution issued after this conference, there is no
mention of the United States. All the articles in this conference are concerned
with the Soviet Union and its military occupation of Afghanistan. Well, our
duty now is to support the movement of our (?Muslim brothers) in Afghanistan,
but we must not forget our main enemy, who is determined to destroy us
somehow. There is no reason to forget our main enemy and aim our attacks at a
different target while the main enemy is in a safe position.

Besides the conference, there was Waldheim'’s trip to Iran; he thought there
were some changes taking place in fran at the time and perhaps he could solve
the problem, direct these changes towards a compromise. All these moves are
connected with each other; that is, first, the United States wanis to solve the
matter between Iran and itself peacefully and, second, it wants to shift the anti-
American struggles to struggles against the Soviet Union. Our nation is firm and
is kecping its word and, as the Imam is controlling the matter (rom the hospital,
we are sure none of these plots will be successful and we will reach our goal.
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[Question] The next question is about the documents that have been exposed
by you so far. Has the exposure of these documents been fruitful and to what
extent have they been able to promote the goals of our Islamic Revolution?

[ Answer] WNaturally, by taking over the espionage den some documents
indicating the US plots and interventions against our Islamic Revolution were
discovered. As we have said many times before in our interviews, most of these
files and documents had been destroyed, One of the hostage spies was saying
that he himself had destroyed many documents concerning the US intervention
in Kordestan.

Asfor the documents that remained, we started to translate and to expose them.
Well, while starting on its new course in continuation of its Islamic Revolution
under the leadership of imam Khomeini, our nation is going to knock the United
States down; the revelation of these documents will assist the struggle by exposing
the American bases in Iran and the points through which the United States
penetrated our country and was going to control our fate by governing us. With
the exposure of these documents our nation will recognize American connections
among the Iranian people and the nation will fight against such agents.

One of the important points discovered against the struggle of our nation
involved the compromise affair, which was perhaps the greatest blow to the
United States during our revolution. Because they, unfortunately, are not co-
operating with us in the revelation of these documents. After all, by exposing
these documents we are trying to increasc the awarcness and knowledge of our
people so as to progress toward the final victory of the revolution as fast as
possible, as this is the Imam’s opinion. Groups and parties which are Islamic
ought to assist in the analysis and expansion of these revelations because this is a
struggle against the United States but they do not help.

For example, we exposed the Bamdad newspaper and showed how the United
States was taking advantage in that affair. Groups, parties and individuals do
not show a revolutionary response toward the exposure of these documents. We
expected all the Islamic groups especially those forces which are the future hope
of the nation—Qom Seminary, Qom Tcachers’ Society and other groups—not
to allow the establishment of such affairs as were exposed; we expected all these
groups not to permit publication of Bamdad again.

As for the groups that claim to be anti-imperialist experts and do not see us,
the Muslims, as people who can stand up to the United States and continue to
accuse us, if these groups are so much against the United States why are not they
joining us in this fight? Perhaps they are not sufficiently able to recognize anti-
American affairs as to come on and prohibit Bamdad newspaper. Or perhaps
there is a trick involved and they themselves have their hands in such affairs as
that of Bamdad.

There were people who criticized us when Ayandegan newspaper was in-
volved; nnow they have seen that Bamdad is an American newspaper but why are
they not saying so? It is certain—or we are nearly sure—that if our nation is not
taking action itself to close Bamdad's office it is only because they want to
prevent chaos. Therefore they have left it to the responsible authorities to decide
on this matter and to act in a revolutionary manner.

[ Question] There 1s a question about the escape of six Americans. Would you
please state your opinion?

[ Answer ] This is another of Carter’s actions. As the American policy depends
on this sort of inhumane and espionage act, each individual spy has a valued role
in support of the government. It was a great blow to Carter that his experienced
and talented spies were taken hostage by our nation. Therefore, he arranged the
escape of several of these spies, who at the time of the takeover of the espionage
den were not there, had hidden somewhere, so as to use-them again to carry on
with his inhumane policies. Basically, this is the way that the imperialist United
States effectively uses its spies—to divert revolutions. and oppress national
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uprisings. If we remcmber the role played by US spies in Latin American
countries, we realizc how important these spies are to the United States,

[ Question] The next question is about a [presidential] candidate, about whom
you issucd a revealing statement 48 hours before the start of the voting. There
are several questions: whether this exposure was performed by you, or was it a
shock, as some people say? Also, why did you make that announcement so late
and why was your statement not broadcast by the radio and television? There
are a lot more questions, such as why you do not go through (?channels),

[Answer] We say clearly that if a document is found and provided we can
figure out the code, if there is one, then when it is translated we announce it to
the nation. If a file is complete, then we announce it. There is no question about
this. As for the document concerning one of the presidential candidates—we
have clearly stated that a document which is complete is usually exposed to the
public irrespective of the time. It might be midnight or morning when a
document is completed and then it is announced immediately. Some people have
said that this document was forged. When a document is exposed, if it is about a
particular person there is nothing that person can say about it. The only option
open to the relatives of such a particular person is to deny the document, to say
that it was forged. None of usis a forger. Neither is the nation. This matter was
(too trivial to involve forgery). To say that file was forged is a calumny; a
Muslim [words indistinct].

As for why the exposure was not announced by the radio and television, this is
also a question we have asked. Apparently, there werc some regulations
concerning campaigning for the candidates that did not permit the broadcasting
of the document. Anyway, it is not up 10 us to answer that question. You should
ask the radio and television authorities about it.

[ Question] The last question concerns rumours that some of the students in
the US Embassy are not Muslims ot that, they are communists. Will you please
explain?

[Answer] This is also a calumny, such an accusation against the Mushim
student followers of the Imam’s policy. Because of our movement, some circles
in the United States and Carter himself are trying 1o isolaie us by spreading such
accusations. The first calumny uttered by Carter was to say that those who have
occupied the Embassy, this centre of diplomacy, are a handful of terrorists.
When our movemenl was supported by all our nation and the oppressed nations
of the world and afier the seminars of the world liberation movements and their
clear declaration of support for us the world realized that a terrorist group could
not have so much support. Then [words indistinct] it was asked whether all these
people were wrong and Carter was right? The answer to this question was
obvious. Carter then accused us of being communists or non-Muslims. This
follows Carter’s same sinister aim of turning the Muslim people of Iran against
their youth. And other people who see any movement against themselves—they
blame communists for it. The biggest and most dangerous enemy of Carter and
the imperialists is Islam. 1t is 1slam that condemns both the oppressor and those
who surrender to oppression; it is Islam that gives the oppressed nations
sufficient strength to sacrifice their wealth and lives in their struggle; it is Islam
that says: Life 15 belief and holy war. They do not know Islam and think that the
enemy is only communism, while the rcal enemy, the one that will certainly
defeat the imperialist America through mecans of a revolutionary culture, is
Islam, It was Islam that brought together all the believers and made them
revolutionaries so as to cradicate an old and powerful régime in a short time.
This sort of accusation is made by Carter to isolate our movement. His
accusation will have no effect.

[ Announcer ] Thank you for participating in this interview. We hope that you
will be able to continue your way to final victory with assistance from God and
the struggling nation of Iran.
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38. Message from Urumiyeh Guards

1.DO31337 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian, 1030 GMT, 3 Feb. 80 LD.

[Statement issued by the Urumiyeh Guards Corps in connection with the
letter of lamentation released by the Muslim Student Followers of the Imam’s
Policy—read by announcer.]

fText] In the name of God, the compassionate, the merciful. Student brothers
and sisters following Imam’s policy stationed in the US den of espionage: your
message of grievance to Imam Khomeini, helper of the oppressed, has touched
the hearts of all the nation of Iran and our own. For a long time the whispers of
opportunists and traitors has been heard behind their pseudoclerical and pseudo
revolutionary utterances against you, brothers and sisters. They have taken
advantage of the Imam’s illness and have intensified these cowardly attacks.
These are the profiteers who took no part in the victory of the Islamic
Revolution of Iran but are reaping the fruits of the nation’s revolution. They are
in no way {ollowing the Imam’s policy and do not abide by his words or act on
them. They are severely frightened by your brave revelations which directly
endanger the interests of world-devouring America and the opportunist compro-
Tisers.

We support your rightful efforts to create an Islamic revolutionary movement
and 1o expose the traitors and deviationists with all our might. We ask you to
refrain from individualism, from being influenced by high-ranking officials and
from falling when you should react [as heard]. We ask you to continue your
Islamic movement following the policy of the nation’s Imam, iconoclast
Khomeini, the following of his guidelines with awareness and diligence. May
God assist you.

39. Khuzestan Guards Corps’ Support

LD032044 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian, 1630 GMT, 3 Feb. 80 LD.

[Text] The Islamic Revolution Guard Corps of Khuzestan issued an an-
nouncement loday following publication of the text of the lamentation state-
ment of the Muslim Student Followers of the Imam’s Policy and following the
televised interview with representatives of the Muslim Student Followers of the
Imam’s Policy. The text of the announcement is as follows:

In the name of God, the compassionate, the merciful. Brothers: We have
heard your message so full of pain and feeling. This message recalled the
complaint with which we were so hard pressed for months. Many times and with
various presentations using the hcadline of “under the domestic agents ol
imperialism™, we reminded the responsible authorities that these descendants of
Reza Khan, these inheritors of Ghengiz Khan, harassed our Khuzestan during
the days of their authority. They also tried to tie us up in knots, because we had
recognized their anti-Islamic nature.

Yes, your disclosures have revealed the ugly face of these despicable people for
our nation. Persons who would comparc the struggle for development with the
nation building camps [during the Shah’s time] can be expected to describe the
documents revealed in the American espionage centre as unfounded.

Yes, the most painful issue is that the agents who have sold out to America—
and who even after the victory of the revolution swore an oath of allegiance to
their masters—are being identified to the people through the citations in the
documents, But those who should be responsible in these matters do not express
their responsibility, and the authorities still give theni permission for treason.

This is a warning to the Muslim nation of [ran that if you are not attentive on
a continuing basis to the institutions of the revolution, and if you do not demand
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the fulfilment of duty, then our revolution will draw more blood. With
widespread publicity, these mercenary agents will cover their ugly faces, and they
will introduce their mercenarics as the hope of Iran.

On the anniversary of the return of the Imam and the birthday of the greatest
prophet and the anniversary of the revolution's viclory, let us undertake even
more disclosures of these devil-like forces. The responsible authorities should
take their responsibilities more seriously and take the maltter in hand.

Death to the great devil, America!

Glory to the only champion of the underdogs, the great Khomeini!

Rise 1o overthrow the elements that have sold out to imperialism!

40. Students on Hostages’ Release

NCO041012 Doha QNA in Arabic, 0925 GMT, 4 Feb. 80 NC.

[Text] Abu Dhabi, 4 February--Leaders of the Iranian students have
emphasized that, regarding the fate of the US hostages, they take orders only
from Ayatollah Khomeini.

They said that the Ayatollah still supports them and will continue to do so
until their just demands for the return of the Shah for trial are met.

The student leaders expressed appreciation for president-clect Abol Hassan
Bani-Sadr and voiced their willingness to help him within the limits of his duties,
which are listed in the constitution and which, according to them, do not include
the question of the hostages. This issue, they said, is not one of the numerous
tasks and responsibilities of the president of the republic.

In an interview with the Abu Dhabi newspaper Al-Ittihad, published 1oday,
the student leaders announced their absolute and categorical rejection of any
present or future idea about the formation of an international commission
abroad to investigate the crimes committed by the Shah. They stress that the
Shah must be tried on iranian territory and by an Islamic court.

They also say that they will not release the hostages, whatever the justifica-
tions or the consequences, until the Shah is handed over for trial and the funds
which he smuggled abroad are returned.

In their interview with 4/-Jttihad, the Iranian students say that if the United
States insists on its position of not handing the Shah over and not returning his
funds, then the US hostages will be brought to trial as spics. We have documents
which prove this and which incriminate them strongly, they maintain.

Meanwhile, the paper says that Iranian president-elect Bani-Sadr is very much
in favour of settling this problem but he is not in a hurry 10 do so. It adds that
the Revolution Council members have agreed on a number of alternative
solutions to this problem, taking into account local and international considera-
tions, and that they will submit them to Ayatollah Khomeini.

Al-lttihad also says that Bani-Sadr is trying to avoid a confrontation with the
students holding the hostages, but such a confrontation may become inevitable
if Ayatollah Khomeini declares support for the position of the president-elect
and the students reject il.

41. Ettela’Ar Publishes Interview with Students on Hostages

JN052012 Tehran International Service in Arabic, 1915 GMT, 5 Feb. 80 JN,

[From the press review.)

[Text] Ettela’Ar newspaper has published the text of the press interview with
the Muslim Student Followers of the Imam’s Policy in which they spoke about
their invitations to 50 well-known US correspondents and professors of
universities and educational centres to become acquainted with the facts about
the Islamic Revolution and to listen to the oppressed Iranian people.
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One of the students said: After the occupation of the den of espionage in
Tehran, the Unitcd States disregarded our call for liberation and the issue of
handing over the deposed Shah and spoke only about the hostages. Unfortu-
nately, there came the Soviet military occupation of Afghanistan and the
convocation of the Pakistan conference, checking to a cerlain extent the
sensitivity and actual importance of our revolutionary action. Therefore, and in
order to reflect the picture of our revolutionary march and make our voice reach
the US people, we decided to invite a number of university professors and
experts of the US community 1o come to [ran in order to become acquainted
with our revolution and to brief the unaware masses in the Uniled States on the
nature and originality of our revolution.

Entela’At adds: Despite the dangers they may be exposed to from their
Government, these personalities have accepted the invitation.

One of the students said: The subject has nothing at all to do with the issue of
the hostages.

Ettela’At published a story on the international commitiee and said: The
members of the international committee, which will be formed in Tehran with
the approval of the Revolution Council to look into the deposed Shah, will be
elected under United Nations Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim's supervision.
The number of members and the date of this committee’s meeting will be chosen
from lawyers and well-known international personalities.

The Foreign Ministry official spokesman said that if Waldheim wants (o
choose a number of Americans for this committee, then the matter is up to him.
He added that the formation of the committee will influence the issuc of the
hostages.

He said: There is a strong probability that the committee will be able to
restore a part of the Iranian peoples’ wealth, which was plundered by the ousted
Shah.

42, Revelation Statement No. 30

1.L1D052133 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian, 1720 GMT, 5 Feb. 80 LD,

[Excerpts] As announced in the course of this bufletin, the Muslim Student
Followers of the Imam'’s Policy in their Revelation Statement No. 3¢ tonight
disclosed documents relating to contact beiween Naser Minatchi and the
American den of espionage. We draw your attention to the disclosures by the
Muslim student followers of the Imam’s line [begin recording—all unidentified
male speakers].

In the name of God, the compassionate, the merciful. One of the results of the
capture of the den of espionage was the capture of certain documents which
show America’s interference and the channels through which America infiltrated
into matters concerning our country’s internal affairs. As we have explained to
the dear Iranian nation on several occasions, we regard these documents as
belonging to the Iranian nation, and we regard it as our duty 10 make all these
documents available to the heroic Iranian nation, So {ar, through the documents
we have disclosed we have been able to expose a series of events which were
moving against the coursc of the revolution and against the Imam’s revolution-
ary path. The documents disclosed indicated the fact that these developments
were necessarily moving in America’s favour and direction, or were going to do
s0, if these events were not eliminated and thrown off the revolutionary path of
the Iranian nation,

One of the documents we disclosed concerned Mr. Abbas Amir-Entezam and
the related matters which, unfortunately, prevailed after the [words indistinct]
was controlling the revolution, as it were.
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Tonight, too, we have several documents which concern Mr. Naser Minaichi
and which could be said to concern the continuation of a situation which is
contrary to the Imam's Bine and that of the revolution. In addition 1o the
documents which are the matter in question now, we should inform the dear
nation that, in continuation of [words indistinct} press which were disclosed
earlier, we came across a document recently which again concerns the newspaper
Bamdad. This document will be disclosed tonight. Before disclosing the other
documents, the one concerning the newspaper Bamdud will be read first and the
other ones later.

The document that concerns the newspaper Bamdad is something to the effect
that the Deputy Prime Minister [Bazargan] made contact with [name indistinct]
and places at the disposal of this newspaper a document on behalf of Mr. [name
of utle indistinct). The paper then proceeds to publish the document and
subsequently the United States or the den of espionage objects to it. According
to the officials of the newspaper themselves, [words indistinct] but because of the
fact that the newspaper itself confirms that it was compelled 1o publish the
matter and then apologize to the American Embassy for publishing it. Now we
will draw your attention to this document. [Passage omitted containing pur-
ported text of US documents.]

Well, the foregoing was a document concerning the newspaper Bamdad and a
follow-up on previous disclosures. As for the documents relating to Mr.
Minatchi: the first document is onec which we have captured from the CIA
central reference bureau [daftar-c markazi-yc moraje’at-e CIA].

This is a special CIA burcau (7 in) the American den of espionage. As you can
see, this is the English text of the document and the name underlined as that of
Mr. Naser Minatchi. On the righthand side you can see the special emblem of
the CIA. [Passage omitted containing purported text of US documents.]

In the name of God, the compassionate, the merciful. Here is another
document from the US Embassy, Tehran, to the State Department, Washington.
[Passage omitted containing purported text of exchange of messages between the
US Embassy in Tehran and the State Department.]

Here is another document, which you can sce, from the US Embassy, Tehran,
to the State Department, Washington DC. [Passage omitted contaning pur-
ported text of exchange of messages between the US Embassy in Tehran and the
State Department.]

Here is 2 document regarding the reports supplied by Mr. Minatchi to the
American Embassy about the Imam’s schedule for arriving in Iran and [words
indistinct]. The document reads something to the effect that Minatchi said
Khomeini’s family will arrive on the same planc as the Ayatollah, and that they
will reside in a house in Dowlat Street, as reported earlier.

There is a question here, namely that one must ask Mr. Minatchi whether the
arrival of Khomeini's family in Iran has anything to do with the American
Embassy for him to discuss the matter with the American Embassy. It is not
clear 10 us what motive he has had in discussing the matier with the American
Embassy [here begins voice of another male speaker].

Here is yet another document from the US Embassy in Tehran to the State
Department, Washington DC. [Passage omitted containing purported text of
exchange of messages between the US Embassy in Tehran and the State
Department.]

43. Bani-Sadr Keyhan Interview
LDO081743 Tehran Keyhan in Persian, 6 Feb. 80, p. 12 LD.

[Unattributed report: “President Dr. Bani-Sadr: The Student Followers of the
Imam’s Policy Have Created a2 Government Within a Government.”]




366 DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR STAFF

[Text] In a conversation with Kephan concerning the disclosures by the
Muslim Student Followers of the Imam’s Policy and the arrest of National
Guidance Minister Dr. Naser Minaltchi, first president Dr. Seyyed Abolhassan
Bani-Sadr condemned the students’ action, which he termed “egoistic”.

In this connection, Bani-Sadr said: “How can one govern a country when a
number of individuals who go by the name of the ‘Students Following the
Imam’s Policy’ act in a self-centred manner and create a situation in which a
government within a government is in cvidence?

Anyone who considers himself a follower of the Imam’s policy should toe the
Imam’s line.

A law-court is the place where issues are investigated and where, after guilt is
proven, [words indistinct] being ruled by chaos, which at this juncture is to the
detriment of the State and the revolution.

But it may be that these children are acting as they do with good intention, but
the result is that we find a number of them who harbour ill will and play havoc
with people’s reputations.

With the situation that has been created, how can one expect a civil servant to
work diligently, with confidence and in safety?”

In the discussion with Keyhan, Dr. Bani-Sadr also said: “When the judiciary
of the country enjoys no security, it will face chaos. They (the Students
Following the Imam’s Policy) have failed even to show respect for the
Revolution Council, by not even going as far as to say: ‘Here are some reports;
would you decide what should be done’—no; they knock on a minister’s door at
midnight and arrest him.”

Concluding the discussion, the president criticized the behaviour of the radio
and television thus:

“The radio and television organization, which showed such inability in
broadecasting the great and historic ceremony (the swearing-in of the president
before the Imam Khomeini);: How is it that it regularly makes radio and
television time available to these children (Muslim Students Following the
Imam’s Policy) without the permission of the State authorities?”

44. Bazargan Criticizes “Students” in Minatchi Affair

LD111155 Tehran Keyhan in Persian, 6 Feb. 80, p. 12 LD.

[Unattributed report: ““Bazargan: The Revolution Council Was Aware of
Amir-Entezam’s and Minatchi’s Work.”]

[Excerpt} Minister of National Guidance Naser Minatchi was arrested at his
home at 0200 hours today after the disclosure by the Students Following the
Imam’s Policy.

In an exclusive interview with a Keyhan correspondent this morning, Revolu-
tion Council member and Freedom Movement leader Mehdi Bazargan once
again expressed his views on the disclosures by the Students Following the
Imam’s Policy.

[Question] In their recent disclosure the Students Following the Imam’s
Policy mentioned again and again meetings [at the US Embassy] attended by
Freedom Movement teaders and their relations with the American Embassy,
and the names of Amir-Entezam and Minatchi appear in this connection. What
have you to say about this?

Bazargan said:

“My vicw is as T said in an interview a short time ago and as appeared in two
letters 1 passed to Keyhan, including one from Shaykh "Ali Aqa. The action of
these gentlemen [the students] is quite illegal and anti-Islamic in that they come
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and make unilateral disclosures and cast unwarranted aspersions. They do this
by their own process of deduction and justification, while the other party is not
present to defend himself. As the Revolution Council has said in its statement,
such disclosures should first be sent to a law court, and if the law court should
decide that a person is a criminal, it should summon him and he should defend
himself. After this the public should be informed.”

Elsewhere in the discussion Engineer Bazargan said:

“Now Mr, Amir-Entezam has sent in a defence, having secured permission
from the prosccutor (0 do this, and [ shall be passing this on to the radio and
television organization; if it is allowed, it will bc read out, and Mr. Amir-
Entezam will appear in person to speak in his own defence, or he may record his
defence and it will be broadeast. If radio and television refuse to broadcast the
defence, 1 shall make it available to the press.”

45. Bani-Sadr’s Spokesman Denies Reports on Release of Hostages

NCO71150 Paris AFP in English, 1148 GMT, 7 Fcb. 80 NC.

[Excerpt] Tehran, 7 Feb. (AFP)—Reports that the S0 American hostages here
were about to be released were denied today by a spokesman of the new Iramian
President Abothassan Bani-Sadr and by the Islamic “students” holding the US
Embassy.

But the spokesman said the prisoners ‘‘might perhaps be freed in the future™.

46, “Students”™ Denial of Involvement

LLD071056 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian, 1030 GMT, 7 Feb. 80 LD.

[Text] The Public Relations Office of the Muslim Student Followers of the
Imam’s Policy has stated that the students had nothing to do with the arrest and
detention of Mr. Naser Minatchi, that they have never interfered or will ever
interfere in the executive affairs of the country and that they regard it as a mere
allegation that they interfere in the Government’s affairs.

The students have placed at the disposal of the Prosecutor’s Office documents
relating to Mr. Minalchi available at the den of espionage.

47, Beheshti on Hostages

LD061206 Tehran Domestic Service in Persitan, 1030 GMT, 6 Feb. 80 LD,

[Text] Ayatollah Dr. Beheshti, the secretary of the Revolution Council, this
morning gave an interview to local and foreign correspondents and answered
their various questions. ln answer to a question as to whether he thinks the
hostages will be released without the Shah being returned Dr. Beheshti said: I do
not think so, and my belief in this regard has still not changed.

In answer to a question as to what will be the duty of the Revolution Council
and that of its members alter the election of the president and the formation of
his government, Dr, Beheshti said: Once the president has formed his cabinet
and government and once the parliament has been formed the Revolution
Council will no longer have any job to do.

Thus it wilt be dissolved with the permission of the Imam, and the council’s
members have many duties to perform; as was the case in the past, everyone will
perform his duty. We do not regard the duties we perform as merely a job; rather
we regard ourselves as responsible. At this point a correspondent asked: Will
you also be politically active? Dr. Beheshti said in reply: Of course.




368 DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR STAFF

48. Bani-Sadr on Power Centres

LDD131029 Tehran Keyhan in Persian, 7 Feb. 80, p. 1, 2 LD.

[Article by President Abolhassan Bani-Sadr: “Who Is In Charge of the
Country: The President or the Revolution Councii?”’]

{Excerpts] President Abolhassan Bani-Sadr has made available to Keyhan the
following important article dealing with important State issues. Let us read the
president’s article together:

There are groups in existence which are bent on stirring up trouble, but in the
midst of all this the people have elected their president with a decisive majority.
Now the question arises as to who is in charge of State affairs; The president or
the Revolution Council. The president can act within the framework of the
constitution. The period before the Majles is convened cannot be considered an
interregnum since this term is defined in the constitution as the period between
two terms of office; but during this period the government may administer
within the limits set out in the constitution. It is an exceptional period and,
coming as it does after the Revolution Council has been in charge, the
Revolution Council should agree to continue to function and undertake to run
the administration, while the president should be content to act as overseer. The
president should be put in charge, in view of present exceptional circumstances.
The prevailing limbo situation where anything goes is not in the best interests of
the country.

However, whichever of these two methods are chosen, responsibilities should
be delineated and everyone’s task should be clearly defined. The basis of the
Revolution Council's weakness lies within the Revolution Council itself: its
approach in the past was one of indecisiveness and involved submitting to events
and to the decisions of all and sundry. There is not a single case to be found of
anyone having been punished for evasion of its decisions, The most obvious and
recent example of this is the behaviour of the radio and television organization
and the unlawful arrest of a serving minister at 0100, contrary to the law
approved by the council itself. If radio and television personnel had behaved so
disgracefully anywhere else in the world, particularly at a time when a page is
being turned in the long history of a country and quite the most important event
in the history of this great natien is occurring, such officials would have been
dismissed and prosecuted. If a minister was arrested anywhere else in the world
simply after something had been said about him on television, most assuredly
those responsible for such a deed would be prosecuted.

Is our revolution Islamic or not? If it is, then its most important distinguishing
feature is the observance of morality. One of the great crises facing Iran today is
that of morality. With which Islamic precept is such behaviour congruent? To
which of the ways and traditions of the Prophet is it attributable? How is it
possible to have order in the country when without the slightest study of the case
or prior investigation a serving minister is arrested at one o’clock at night, when
the radio and television organization allows a number of individuals to act in a
one-sided manner and give no right of defence to the victim, and when to act in a
“revolutionary” manner means to crush others with no preliminaries, merely on
a page {of accusations] being read out. Why shouldn’t this spread? Why
shouldn’t everyone be allowed to do this? Is this the Islamic approach, or
Stalin’s method? It is for the judiciary to investigate the action taken, and to see
if in truth there was a corrupt relationship with America or not. The issue is one
involving the defence of individuals’ esteem, that is, the legal rights and duties of
cach Iranian within the limits of the constitution.

There are more than one or two instances of such contraventions. There is the
threat to the newspaper Bamdad-—and they say that they have made only half
their disclosures. Subsequently, they prevented the newspaper publishing—with-
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out any legal order from a court and contrary to the provisions of the constitu-
tion and the press law—through coercive methods ()lPimimidation.

Another example is that of the invitation to Iran extended to the 50 Americans
without the knowledge of the Foreign Ministry. The significance of this is that a
number of individuals have decided in the name of “the Imam’s policy” to
disercdit totally at home and abroad the Islamic Revolution government, which
functions with the approval of the Imam himself. People making such an
invitation anywhere efse in the world where there is no Islamic government
would be severely punished, let alone a country where the government is an
Islamic onc.

At any rate, there should be an early decision made to clarify who is in charge
of State affairs and the person so determined should assume responsibility with
total decisiveness. The country cannot be left further to the dictates of events.

49. Students Reject Hostages’ Release Unless Shah Is Returned

JND72158 Tehran International Service in Arabic, 1905 GMT, 7 Feb, 80 IN.

[From the press review.)

[Excerpts] Regarding the deposed Shah’s fate, Keyfan pointed to the Revolu-
tion Council’s session to study and review the arrangements concerning the
formation of an international commitiee to investigate the deposed Shah’s
crimes and the former régime. The outcome of the commission’s investigation
might end in the release of the hostages.

In a statement to AFP, the Student Followers of the Imam’s Policy
announced their rejection of the release of the hostages, whether the commission
is formed or not. They repeated their demands for the cxtradition and trial of the
deposed Shah.

50, Tape of Hostages® Telephone Calls

NCO071642 Pars AFP in English, 0630 GMT, 7 Feb. 80 NC.

[Nick Phythian.)

[Text] Tehran, 7 Feb. (AFP)—Three hostages at the American Embassy here
told relatives in the United States by telephone on Monday night that they
would not be freed until the Shah was returned to Iran.

According 1o a lape relcased by their pro-Khomeini student caplors here
today, the three, Kathryn Koob, Frederick L. Kupke and Bruce German, told
their families also that they could now phone the embassy directly,

The three said that the students would tape the calls and later allow the
hostages to listen.

The hostages, who said the students let them call home on the occasion of the
Prophet Mohammad’s birthday, all stressed that they were being well ireated
and keeping fit.

Mr. Kupke and Kathryn Koob both asked for books but stressed they wanted
nothing political. Mr. Kupke and Mr. German requested cookies to be sent to
them.

Mr. Kupke asked his father to pass messages on from two other hostages,
Mike Kennedy and John Graves. The message from Mr. Graves suggested that
his family and friends campaign “actively” for the release of the hostages.

But Mr. German told his children Debbie, Matthew and Christopher that it
Iword indistinct] look as if it would “be too soon™ before he was home.

Kathy Koob’s parents, Mr. Kupke's mother [words indistinet] German’s wife
were all in Washington at a State Department bricfing at the time and missed the
calls, which were made latc at night.
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Kathy Koob, who spoke to her brother-in-law David Vogts, her sister
Anabeth and nephew and niece, said **a couple of us were selected at random to
make phone calls to let everybody know that we are OK™.

“Well, at least as far as | am concerned, I am being treated very well. I get
good food and too much, although 1 have been very careful what I eat and so |
have lost a little weight”, she (?added).

In a conversation in which she sounded in good spirits, she said “I am going to
send one of the sisters (girl students) who takes care of me (?out) for new clothes
preity soon because these are getting too big for me™.

She read a clipping from the Tehran Times newspaper quoting the students as
saying that the hostages would only be released when the Shah and his wealth
had been returned to Tehran.

Mr. German asked his children to tell his wife that he wanted letters and
sports news. “Forget the little books”, he said.

He added “‘this is very important, the Moslem students have issued a
statement that we must stay until the Shah is extradited back to Iran™.

Mr. German asked his children to tell their mother to watch out for a letter he
had sent to the Washington Post newspaper in which he offered “possible
solutions™.

On his general health he said: *“1 (?am) fine physically, I get meals regularly,
have a place 10 sleep, | am warm, fairly comfortable {word indistinct] mis-
treated.” But he added “it is hard to be separated like this; we will just have to
make the best of it”".

Mr. Kupke told his father “the students are serious, they are religious and
they treat us very, very well. They are doing every effort to make this as pleasant
under the circumstances as possible.”

But he added **I am anxious to come home. | am anxious to see you. We can
come home as soon as they deliver the Shah back here.”

51. Ahmad Khomeini’s Visit to Embassy

LID081745 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian, 1658 GMT, 8 Feb. 80 LD.

[Text] This afternoon Seyyed Ahmad Khomeini, Imam Khomeini's son, went
to a gathering of the Muslim Student Followers of the Imam’s Policy in the
American den of espionage and talked to them.

Hojjat ol-Eslam Haj Seyyed Ahmad Khomeini, while visiting the hostages,
talked to some of them. In his mceting with the hostages, he said: The American
Government has not regained its senses yet; otherwise it would have extradited
the criminal Mohammad Reza and weuld have handed over his plundered
wealth so that the nation of Iran would grant the hostages one degree of pardon
and set them free. Hojjat ol-Eslam Scyyed Ahmad Khomeini, addressing the
hostages, staled: Compare the Islamic treatment you receive from the Iranian
students with the way the American Government treats Iranians residing in
America or blacks and Indians in America and make your own judgment.

Hojjat ol-Eslam Seyyed Mehdi Jamarani was also present at the meeting.

Archbishop Capucci, the struggling Christian bishop, also went to the
American den of espionage this afternoon and met the Muslim Student
Followers of the Imam’s Policy. He also paid a visit to the American hostages.
Archbishop Capucci in the meeting said: Contrary to the poisonous propaganda
launched by the American Government, the hostages are healthy and are living
in good conditions.

Today a huge crowd of those who took part in the Friday prayers marched
towards the den of espionage and asked for the continuation of revelation
statements by the Muslim Student Followers of the Imam’s Policy over the
Profile of the Islamic Republic of fran. The demonstrators asked the students to
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continue their revolutionary bebaviour until the return of the Shah and,
following the Imam’s line, not to accept any compromise. Personnel of the Air
Force of the Islamic Republic of Iran and families of those who were disabled or
martyred during the revolution were among the demonstrators.

52. “Students”™ Mecting

PA(81349 Buenos Aircs Latin in Spanish, 1310 GMT, 8 Feb. 80 PA.

[By Paul Tayler.]

[Excerpt] Tehran, 8 Feb. (Latin-Reuter}—The students occupying the US
Embassy here held an urgent meeting with their spiritual leader last night after
being the target of a virulent attack by President Abolhassan Bani-Sadr.

A student spokesman told this agency that they discussed their role in lran’s
political life with Hojjat ol-Eslum Seyyed Mohammad Mosavi Kho'ini [title as
received] and reached conclusions that will be released to the press in due time.

The spokesman said, however, that there has been no change in the attitude of
the students regarding the 49 US hostages, whom they have refused to release
untif the deposed Mohammad Reza Pahlavi is returned to [ran together with his
assets. ’

“Qur position in regard to the hostages has not changed and will never
change™: the spokesman said.

53. Khomeini Confirms Bani-Sadr as Revolution Council Head

LD080538 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian, 0430 GMT, 8 Feb. 80 LD.

[Text} At the end of last night’s Revolution Council session it was announced
that, with the consent of the Imam and the approval of the Revolution Council,
Dr. Abolhissan Bani-Sadr, our country’s president, has been appointed as the
head of the Revolution Council.

According to a Pars News Agency correspondent, the Revolution Council met
last night in the presence of the president and discussed the nation’s important
issues.

Mr. Hassan Habibi, the Revolution Council spokesman, said in an interview
after last night’s session [read by announcer}:

In this session, discusstons were held concerning two alternatives: First, that
Mr. Bani-Sadr should form a government and that the Revolution Council
should consider its mission complete and that Mr. Bani-Sadr should run the
country until the Majles is formed, second, that the Revolution Council should
remain in its present form with Mr. Bani-Sadr becoming head of the Revolution
Council,

He added: These alternatives were brought to the Imam’s attention and he
decided that the Revolution Council should continue its activitics until the
formation of the Majles and that Mr, Bani-Sadr, with the approval of the
Revolution Council, should be appointed as the head of the council In
accordance with this decision, Mr. Bani-Sadr will chair the council sesstons. In
addition, in view of the fact that the head of the Revolution Council has both
legislative and executive powers and since executive power is an activity of the
ministers who are not members of the Revolution Council, therefore, in order to
ensure that the procedures operate harmoniously, Mr. Bani-Sadr may hold
sessions with the ministers in addition to atteading the various scssions of the
Revolution Council so that he may be more active in the issues.

Habibi added: If during this time, some of the ministers arc changed, Mr.
Bani-Sadr will inform the council of these changes and they will be implemented
upon approval of the Revolution Council.
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54. BBC: Bani-Sadr Wants Council to “Stand Up” to “Students”

TA080642 London BBC World Service in English, 0600 GMT, & Feb. 80 TA.

[From “News Desk™.]

(Excerpt] In Iran itself, Mr. Bani-Sadr, who has strongly criticized the militant
students, has been named head of the country’s Revolutionary Council which
has wide-ranging powers. Mr. Bani-Sadr recently attacked the council for failing
to stand up to the students.

In another move the council announced that it is limiting the students’ access
to the State television and radio. The council is reported 10 have decided the
students will not be free to broadcast accusations against public figures as they
have done in the past.

55. Gotbzadeh Reportedly Wants Hostages Released Soon

TA090712 Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew, 0700 GMT, 9 Feb. 80 TA.

[Text] Iranian Foreign Minister Gotbzadeh has said that if it is necessary force
will be used to make the extremists holding the US Embassy in Tehran release
the hostages. Gotbzadeh was speaking to a British television station and these
are the most severe remarks by an Iranian politician against the students holding
the hostages.

He said that at first the authorities would try and persuade the extremists
politely; however, if the Revolution Council makes the decision, force will be
used. At the same time, the students yesterday received firm support for their
position from Ayatollah Khomeini’s son who visited the hostages yesterday.
Upon leaving, Khomeint junior said that the hostages will be released only after
the deposed Shah is extradited to Iran together with his money.

56. Bani-Sadr A/-Ittihad Interview

LD091038 Kuwait KUNA in Arabic, 0838 GMT, 9 Feb. 80 LD.

[Text] Abu Dhabi—New Iranian President Abdolhassan Bani-Sadr is quoted
here as saying that Iran has not changed its attitude on the question of the
American hostages in Tehran in spite of the continued talks on this crisis, The
semi-official Abu Dhabi paper Al-Iitihad also says he believes that one of the
direct reasons for the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan is the Kremlin’s anxiety
as a result of the [slamic Revolution in Iran.

In the intervicw carried by the paper, the President of Iran ruled out the
possibility of differences between him and the spiritual leader of Iran, Imam
Khomeini.

Concerning the 50 hostages who have been held since last November, the
President said his country’s position remained unchanged in spite of his
continuing discussion of the matter in the ruling Revolution Council. He added
that the council has not yet taken a final decision to reconsider the Iranian attitude
on the problem. He pointed out that Iran wanted to be certain that American
public opinion realized that the policy of their government toward Iran was notin
their interest and that the United States was still pursuing the same policy toward
the Iranian people that it had during the régime of the deposed Shah.

57. Foreign Ministry on Gotbzadeh Statement

LD091529 Hamburg DPA in German, 1317 GMT, 9 Feb. 80 LD.
[Excerpts] Tehran—The Iranian Foreign Ministry was at pains today to tonc
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down the public statement by its head, Gotbzadeh, that the Iranian Government
would if necessary use force to clear the occupants from the US Embassy.
Gotbzadeh's spokesman, Nasir Salami, told DPA that in his interview with
[British] Independent Television news his minister did not use the term *‘force”.

*“This is an arbitrary inierpretation by the journalists”, Salami said.

Salami said that there are no prospects yet of an early release of the hostages.
Asked about the worldwide diplomatic efforts and clear signs that their release is
imminent, he replied: I shall make inquiries as to how you can arrive at that
conclusion.” Salami refused to say anything about the negotiations behind the
scenes between the Iranian Government and the United Nations.

58. “Students” Interview

LD100029 Tchran Domestic Service in Persian, 2125 GMT, 9 Feb. 80 LD.

[Interview granted to reporter 9 February by unidentified Student Followers
of the Imam’s Policy—recorded.]

[Text] { Question | Having in mind the words of Mr. Bani-Sadr regarding the
lack of informed decision-making centres, what is the future programme of the
students, and what will their relation be with the government of Mr. Bani-Sadr?

[Answer}] In the name of God, the compassionate, the merciful. [Words
indistinct] they accused us of having interfered with the [words indistinct] affairs
of the government. Is this true or not? We ask you this question—is expressing
one’s point of view, although it may be against that of the government, in an
atmosphere which should maintain freedom of speech, considered as a govern-
ment within a government? If our points are correct, then they should accept it.
If owur points are wrong, then they should not make the government departments
feel that we have interfered in their work, We have tried, many times, not to deal
blows by our words to the workings and decisions of the executive powers of the
country. When we asked the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to hand over the chargé
d’affaires to us so that we could ask him some questions, unfortunately we
observed that our minister of foreign affairs put the issue forward in such a way
that it appeared that we meant to interfere with the affairs of the country. This 15
why we did not pursue the matter further. Even the question of the employees of
the Embassy, the den of espionage—when they came 1o us and asked for their
wages, asked what will happen to their jobs, we sent them to the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs since the chargé d'affaires was being held in the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, and he was the person to decide what to do about them.

*

[Question} Pars: 1f the President makes a decision about the hostages, will
you follow his views and decisions, and those of his legal government, or have
you any other views?

[ Answer] In the name of God, the compassionate, the merciful. In our view
any Iranian subject and all Mushim people are duty bound to follow the
guidelines of the Imam, which are the most revolutionary and ideological ones at
present, and all the cxecutive organizations and all personalities from beginning
to end are responsible for following this path and implementing these guidelines
in the society. The Imam’s view about the American spies is quite clear. He
himself said that these American spies will not be released under any circum-
stances until the extradition of the treacherous Shah, When the Shah has been
handed over to Iran, then it will be possible for the nation of Iran to release the
hostages after granting (hem a pardon. Qur view an the election of the president
is the same as that dictated by the Imam. The Imam said: The entire nation
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should support Mr. Bani-Sadr, and should not weaken his position. Qur view,
following the saying of the Imanm, is the same as his, and cannot be different. But
the president and anybody else holding any office is dutybound to follow the
policy of the Imam, and to follow the view and the guidelines provided by the
Imam.

fQuestion] Have the students formed a cabinet, and is that why Mr. Bani-
Sadr and other members of the Revolution Council oppose them? If yes, what is
that government?

{ Answer ] We have said that our movement is not aimed at interfering with the
aftairs of the country or introducing a cabinet,

[Question] Have your views on releasing the hostages changed?

[Answer] As the Imam has repeatedly announced—and the brave and
struggling nation of Iran has followed the behest of the Imam and has expressed
its suppeort by marches, demonstrations and other ways and manners—our views
with regard to the hostages, these American spies, will not change until the
treacherous Shah has been handed over to Iran by America and [words
indistinct]. We cannot interfere in any way in this matter by announcing
anything contrary to the above. Naturally, our views are those of the Imam and
the nation, and will not change.

[ Question] Keyhan newspaper: If the new government exerts pressure on you
not to interfere in the issue of the hostages and to leave the solving of the
problem to the responsible officials what will your response be?

[ Answer] As mentioned before, the guidelines regarding the move to occupy
the Embassy and the continued holding of the hostages have repeatedly been
delineated, and it is the guidelines which remain unchanged, and the responsible
organizations of the country and executive organizations should implement the
guidelines of the Imam. The opposition we experience now in connection with
the occupation of the den of espionage, and the pressures being exerted on us
have no basis. Even when the Imam was enjoying good health, they exerted these
pressures, but they were not quite clear or recognizable.

Let me read you some scntences from a speech by the Imam, dated 6
November 1979; we have been informed that the centre which our youth have
taken over is a centre of espionage and conspiracy. America expects to take the
Shah there, so that together they can conspire and have a base inside Tehran for
their conspiracies. Qur youths should sit and watch. Some of the rotten roots
started working to make us interfere and tell these young people o come out.
There have been pressures and movements against the occupation of the den of
esptonage and the taking of hostages. We think the best way 1o expose these
movements is that the responsible organizations should follow the Imam’s policy
and the guidelines he has provided on this issue.

[Question] AFP: Yesterday Seyyed Ahmad Khomeini paid a visit here. Has
the total support of the Imam been declared for your actions?

[ Answer ] Sometimes, the struggling brothers and Seyyed Ahmad Khomeini,
the son of the Imam, pay visits to the den of American espionage, as an
expression of their gencrosity toward the brothers and sisters in the den of
espionage. And the topics that he discussed and his views—and those of the
fmam as well—are those expressed earlier in his speeches concerning the den of
espionage. .

[Question] Azadegan: What is your view on the prohibition of the use of
television which was announced by the Revolution Council?

[Answer] On the topic of the revelation statements we should speak in
somewhat more detail. As long as we can remember, the disclosure of documents
and the revelation of those papers which were the [word indistinct] of our nation
has been a strange procedure in our press. Many times we have seen that
SAVAK documents have been published in the press—-even in sensitive mo-
ments when such documents can be seen 1o be dangerous for everyone in our
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country. But the prosecutor general has not criticized or protested such
disclosures in the press. Likewise, they were not subject to criticism or protest by
the people, who were satisfied with the procedures in the press.

The question which is posed at this time on the topic of revelations is whether
the disclosures are interference in the judicial policy, and, in general, in the
procedures of the country’s judicial institutions. In our opinion, this is entirely
different from the revelations themselves. By our revelations and our presenta-
tion of the facts 1o the people, we in no way intend to destroy the judicial
apparatus of the country. They tell us to give the documents to the public
prosccutor. But what is the purpose of giving the documents to the public
prosecutor? Either the public prosecutor wants to correct this matter or he does
not want to. If he does not want to correct it, then the nation and the people wiil
be dissatisfied. And if he wants to correct it, {?what difference does it make) if we
correct it?

As for the question of whether the failure to give the documents to the public
prosecutor is correct or mistaken: these documents are in fact the demonstration
of the way of thinking and the (7positions) which were taken by America during
the revolution. They do not suit the needs of the public prosecutor, What is the
public prosecutor going to do with documents (7that shows that the prime
minisier was the only) fwords indistinct]? Is he going to have a trial? Or when
somebody came to this Embassy, this den of espionage and established contact,
passed intelligence (?saying) that his ideas werc such and such. What is the
public prosecutor going to do with such documents?

These documents are in fact only for the court of the people, that is {0 say they
are only good for public opinion, and they must be presented to the people. In
our opinion it is not very correct to neglect this kind of document, which can in
truth clarify the truth for the people. The public prosecutor is not able to make
correct use of them {words indistinet] public opinion s in fact the fundamental
public prosecutor for these documents.

Concerning these revelations, they point out that we judge; we have tried—
except in that case; that was judged and the Muslim Student Followers of the
Imam’s Policy bave apologized to the generous Iranian nation; in other cases it
has been tried—not to judge [sentence as received].

But, unlortunately, you see a group is deceptively trying to show the issue of
the revelations in such a light that they will be discredited in the eves of society
and public opinion and he stopped.

They come forward and say that after exposing Minatchi those who had
exposed him had gone and arrested him. They present it in such a way that
everybody thinks that we have done this. We have repeatedly said that we do not
interfere in the country’s cxecutive affairs. Minatchi's arrest was carricd out by
the deputy public prosecutor. Now, if the deputy public presecutor has made a
mistake, 1t is he that again and again has ordered the confiscation of some
people’s properties, the arrest of others. His orders were carried out. If he did
right, then why do you not tel the truth. If he has been in error, again, why do
you not come forward and tell the truth. In so far as the Prosecutor’s Office has
(?arrested) this man and we see that the Revolution Coungil, as the representa-
tive of the legislative, executive that rules the country, interferes in the affairs of
the Prosecutor’s Office and in fact interferes with the judicial power and orders
the release of Minatchi; that is more regrettable,

As we said, if Minatchi has been arrested by the Prosecutor’s Office and the
judicial power has ordered his arrest, his relecase should also be by the same
Prosccutor's Office and the judicial power. Other powers should not interfere,

IT the actions of the responsible officials had been such that they had revealed
the SAVAK documents, the documents of the Iranitan Embassies abroad, the
documents that generally show the connections of the previous régime to the
people, about what they did, perhaps these problems would not have arisen.
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That is why the people are in favour of the revelations. They see that many of
the SAVAK documents, many of the documents that should have been
publicized, have not been.

[Question] Keyhan: The Student Followers of the Imam’s Policy have taken
the form of a revolutionary structure of our country and are supported by the
various and gigantic strata of the nation. During the past month, some of your
revelations have encountered the objection and criticism of some people and
groups. Therefore, what element or factor do you think has led to the increase of
this wave of propaganda against you and where do you see it finally leading?
Have your actions been erroneous or are some people intent on ruining your
reputation?

[Answer] Before this is explained, if brother journalists mention us, “'the
student followers of Imam’s policy” is not correct. It is “the Muslim student
foltowers of the Imam’s policy”. If in future they refer to this peint in their
papers, it should be correct.

[Another student speaks] From the first days of the occupation of the den of
espionage by the Muslim Student Followers of the Imam’s Policy, the opposi-
tion started. 1t was on the second, third or fourth day that a group went to the
Imam and asked him to have the students thrown out of the den of espionage. In
reply, the Imam said: The place that our youths have taken, as they have said,
had been the centre of espionage and conspiracy. The United States expects to
take the Shah to the United States in order that they may start plotting and also
create a base for conspiracies in Iran and that you youths should just sit and
walch. Some of these roots of corruption were active 5o that Khomeini would
interfere and tell the youths to come out of the Embassy.

Sometimes the wave of opposition against us was to the effect that the
occupation of an embassy, although it had been a centre of conspiracics, the
haunt of US international spies, although, in spite of the fact that this embassy
should have had diplomaltic activities, they had turned it into a place for spying
against Iran and the Tranian nation’s right of sovereignty; they [the opposition]
still believed in international laws being applied to it and that an embassy is the
territory of a country and that nobody has a right to do such things.

Other times the wave of opposition was to the effect that the documents that
are here are forgeries. The public knows full well what kind of documents they
are.

Sometimes the point was made with accusations of seeking self-interest, If
secking self-interest means that we have occupied a centre of conspiracies and
hold spies as hostages—and, as the Imam has decreed, they will not be released
until the Shah is extradited—is insisting upon the Shah’s return secking sclf-
interest?

Inn all these cases our efforts have been toward implementation of all the
Imam’s instructions and points of view on this issue and if, at some time he were
to deem otherwise, that will also be followed.

[Question] Will you be present in court in order to answer Minatchi’s
charges?

[ Answer ] Concerning Mr. Minaichi’s request that we hold a television debate
with him, we believe that it would be best that he should discuss the issues with
the people by himself.

[Question] Why is it that most of the revelations have concerned the members
of the freedom movement [nehzat-e azadi]? And, do you have documents
concerning people outside this group?

[ Answer | About the other names in the documents and the names of the other
groups in the documents, we shall publish the documents soon. Before we let any
rumours spread or any judgments be made on these documents we had better
wait for publication of these documents.

[Another student speaks] Of course, some of the groups and individuals have
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regarded some of the points that have been revealed as showing a bias toward a
particular group, party or organization. We frankly declare our view on such
comments, that they are completely untrue and, as a rule, such comments
resemble childish talk.

[Question} What is your view on not broadcasting the revelations over radio
and te})t;vision? And, will you continue checking the files and publishing [the
secrets?).

[ Answer] About continuing the revelalions, as our brother has stated: We
shall continue to do so. The stance of the radio and television is an independent
one. They could either decide to obey the orders of the Revolution Council, as
was announced in the papers—that is one stance—or they could announce: We
will publish the affairs of those in the den of espionage over radio and television
as the nation wishes. That is a stancc that is the concern of the radio and
television, not us. We shall carry on revealing, somehow. If all possible
restrictions were to be imposed on us we would ask the people to come o the
den of espionage and, if possible, we would publish the documents through
loudspeakers. In any case, we shall not stop doing this.

[Question] That 13 all of the questions, perhaps some of the questions have
not been read, but generally, that is the drift of the questions. Therefore, the
meeting is adjourned.

59. Minatchi on “Students” Charges

LID092024 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian, 1703 GMT, 9 Feb. 80 LD.

[Text) Dr. Naser Minatchi, following the recent revelation staiement issued by
the Muslim Student Followers of the Imam’s Policy and his arrest and release,
went to the Hoseyniyh Ershad mosque and (alked about the accusations levelled
at him, which you will now hear:

At first he talked in detail about the struggles of Hoseyniyh Ershad and then
said: Now I will refer to the issue of these accusations, First I should ask what is
the method of judgment in this country? Arc we Muslims and do we judge
according lo the principles and laws of Islam or do we pass judgment by
ourselves? 1f we rely on the Koran we should show the world that we are the
manifestation of the justice of the oppressed and we should not allow Islam to be
disgraced.

Can one be accused so easily on radio and television and his honour be
questioned? Is punishment by trial possible? The worst thing mentioned in Islam
is for the honour of the person who has such a record of service and has suffered
so much to be tarnished; and then when | want to read the dossier to be able to
defend myself, to be refused permission. When, by confusing issues and mixing
up the article in the newspaper with another accused person they put forward
some accusations, how can I trust them? Arc these based on Islamic justice? I do
not intend to defend myself. The same night when they came to my house ! said
that 1 have seen SAVAK prisons and do not fear these things. I am not the kind
of person to run away and leave the arena like those who have done so.

During the past year | have worked very hard and twice, because of heart
trouble, 1 was taken to (?the hospital). But 1 did not complain and did not
publicize the matter. [ worked 16 to 17 hours every day, and bccause 1 was
committed and felt that 1 had a religious duty, 1 continued my cfforts. I asked the
gentlemen who came to my house what their evidence was but they had brought
along an cmpty file. | said I am a judge and do not intend to find fault with you
young people since it would be like spitting in the wind but you cannot
interrogate someone with an empty file. Their answer was that they were talking
about what the radio had said.
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What can I tell the world? I asked for the original of the document. Mr.
Mahdavi Kani said that they would not let us have it. Mr. Qoddozi, the public
prosccutor, said he did not have any idea that they had sent the translations and
they said this was enough. Does being an active member of the human rights
society, being the head of the board of directors of the Hoseyniyh Ershad and
fighting the Shah for five years constitute a crime.

In the biography they have written for me, at the top of the page is written,
National Front. If the writer of this biography knew me at all he would have
known that I was a member of the liberation movement and not the National
Front. There are 50 spies in the den of espionage of America and if you give any
of them a hearty meal they will tell you what you want to hear. Can these
documents be put forward just like that? Should these documents not be
discussed in the presence of a reliable authority? This is disgraceful that the
diplomatic greetings and expressions of hope for the betterment of relations
between Iran and America when we still maintained our relations with them, and
which are mere nicetics, should be considered crimes. The other issue of interest
is that in a part of the revelation statement they refer to my five years of struggle
and in another part they state that I believe that the Shah can save the country
from anarchy and confusion and that these two things contradict cach other.
The other peint is that it has been stated that 1 had notified them of who was
going Lo welcome the Imam in the airport and that the Imam’s family would be
with him. And then there is a report from Sullivan, a person whom | have not
met up to this day. | knew that the Imam would come alone and that a house
had been prepared for his eminence in E'tesamiyeh and the issue of a house in
Dowlat Street and related stories arc sheer lies and a person like Sullivan would
have so many problems and difficulties that such information would not be
important to him even if 1 were to teli him. I know that the issue of the Imam’s
family has been brought in because it is related to the emotions of the people,
and the other point 1s that they ask what had Minatchi got to do with the
Imam’s family?

About the mecting of the heads of the army in which I was not present, but
about which | was informed, as Mr. Bazargan has mentioned and Dr. Beheshti
referred to in Hoseynihy Ershad, if necessary 1 will provide a correct and de-
tailed account of it and mention the names involved.

My question to the students is where are all those documents and evidence of
the cvil deeds of SAVAK and Nasiri and Sabeti and Hoveyda and what have
they done with them? If all the documents are reduced 1o these documecnis
against me and some other people, when we put the case of these spies to
international courts, what evidence or documents have we gol to resort to? It is
obvious that an internationat court would not accept these documents from us
and these arc supposed to be our national evidence. Although these students are
the apples of our eyes, although we do not really know them, they should be
investigated like everybody else, their names should be checked in'the depart-
ment of vital statistics and if’ their records arc in order then they can stay there.
Since if these documents are destroyed, when we want to use the evidence there
how can we try these spies in international courts?

60. Gotbzadeh Denial

LD101234 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian, 1120 GMT, 10 Feb. 80 LD.

fText] The Pars News Agency reporls that news items connected with the press
conference given by Sadeq Gotbzadch to the independent British television
station have claimed that the Minister of Foreign Aflairs of the Iranian Islamic
Republic has said that in order to frec the American hostages, if necessary
Iranian authoritics will have recourse to lorce.
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The Minister of Foreign Affairs of our country told us during a telephone
conversation that: “The expression as quoted by the Associated Press employed
the word ‘force’.” However, he said he did not use this word, The real opinion of
the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Iranian Islamic Republic is that there will
be no need to have recourse to force in circumstances where the issue can be
solved by means of discussion and the mutual understanding that exists between
officials and the students.

The Associated Press reported from London that Sadeq Geotbzadeh, the
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Iranian Islamic Republic, during a conversa-
tion that was broadcast from London on Friday, announced that lranian
officials would have recourse to force should it be necessary in order to free the
American hostages. Gotzbadeh was asked if at the present he intended to use
force in order to take back the American Embassy. He replied that there is no
need for such an action and that the matter can be pursued through discussions,
encouragement and persuasion.

61. Bani-Sadr Intcrview

LD101841 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian, 1705 GMT, 10 Feb., 80 LD.

[Text] Dr, Abolhassan Bani-Sadr, the first president of the Islamic Republic of
Iran, has stated: We do not want to live under US domination; we regard as a
compromisc any policy that accepts such a domination as a reality, and we
strongly condemn ii.

In an interview with Pars News Agency, Dr. Abolhassan Bani-Sadr expressed
his views tegarding the way in which the Muslim Student Followers of the
Imam’s Policy aperate, the elections and the outlook for activities relative to the
election of the Majles and the issue of prices.

Dr. Bani-Sadr stated: I have commented on this matter a great deal: the move
on the US Embassy and the occupation of it were in fact the expression of the
people’s demand that we not live under US domination, that we regard as a
compromise any policy thal accepts such a domination as a reality and that we
condemn it. Thus, to this extent and in this context the occupation of the
Embassy is something that deserves to be praised, and something that has
satisfied our people.

Bani-Sadr added: Of course, in their interview the students have said: We have
not interfered in affairs and we have only expressed an opinion. But it must be
said that inviting 50 Americans to Iran is not voicing an opinion, This is
something (or the Foreign Ministry to do, and, even if one wanis to do such a
thing, it is for one’s government to do it. One should do this through the Foreign
Ministry, and not bring 50 guests to the airport without the slightest knowledge
of the Foreign Ministry. This is the way they behaved when they invited
representatives of world hiberation movements to Iran without bothering to
inform the Foreign Ministry. Of course, the Foreign Minister claims that the
students even issue orders to foreign embassics. If this situation were to continue
and if they were to interfere and intervene not by expressing opinions, but by
execulive officials, then this will create a new centre of government. And this is
something which I cannot accept, and if they are followers of the Imam’s policy
—and they are, God willing—they should not allow themselves to become
involved in such matters.

We now have a country in which we have many problems here and there.
Those who follow the Imam's policy should unify the decision-making centres as
far as possible so that others would fear this unity of command and unity of
decision-making and thus would be unable to hatch a plot every day. There are
10 to 15 decision-making centres in Tehran. There are several in the provinces,
and no one would give them two cents. Dr. Bani-Sadr added: The best
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cncouragement we could offer those following the Imam’s policy would be to
invite them fo exercise discipline. They themselves should submit to revolution-
ary discipline, so that we may be able to extradile the country from crises.

62, Further Reportage on Military Parade, “*Students™ Position

NCI111757 Paris AFP in English, 1749 GMT, 11 Feb. 80 NC.

[Text] Tehran, 11 Feb. (AFP)—Three people died and several others were
injured when they were accidentally crushed by a tank in the huge crowd during
today's military parade to mark the first anniversary of the Islamic Revolution,
Pars News Agency reported,

A further 67 people were injured when a grandstand collapsed along the
processional route, the radio added.

The massive parade. which was postponed from this morning because
hundreds of thousands of Iranians crushed into Azadi Square, making it
impossible for troops and vehicles to move, was finally cancelled after the
collapse of the grandstand holding government guests.

The stand, sited near the official platform for President Abolhassan Bani-Sadr
and his guest, Palestine Liberation Organization leader Yasir “Arafat, contained
Islamic experts from all over the world, some of them American.

Other Americans here were guests of the Islamic students holding 50 hostages
at the US Embassy, but there were not thought to have been any serious injuries
among the visitors.

Trouble started at Azadi (Freedom) Square with the arrival of President Bani-
Sadr and Mr. "Arafat. The crowd surged forward to greet the two men and
securily guards had to fight a way through to the platform for them,

There they appearcd to withdraw in an attempt to calm the crowd but
returned into view several minutes later to hear a message from spiritual Jeader
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, rcad by his son Seyyed Ahmad.

The military parade had to be cancelled after fewer than several dozen soldiers
had marched past, leaving a long line of British Chieltain tanks, armoured
personnel carriers and rocket launchers stretching beyond the crowds out of the
city.

The Islamic students holding the US Embassy hostages repeated today that
their stance had not changed and they were still demanding the extradition of the
Shah and the return of his wealth. “We will only free the hostages on the order
of Ayatollah Khomeini”, a spokesman said.

The student declaration was in response to Mr. Bani-Sadr’s statement in an
interview with the French newspaper Le Monde today that the hostages could be
freed “shortly, perhaps in the next few days™.

The spokesman said that was Mr. Bani-Sadr’s “personal opinion™. He had
nothing to do with the hostages, and the students’ only representative was
Ayatollah Khomeini, he added.

63. BBC on Gotbzadeh Remarks

LD112238 London BBC Television Network in English, 2100 GMT, t1 Feb.
80 LD.

[Text) The 50 Americans being held hostage in their Tehran Embassy have
now completed 100 days in captivity and their release appears to be still weeks
away. lran's Foreign Minister, Mr. Sadeq Gotbzadeh, who is considered to
reflect the views of Ayatollah Khomeini, says nothing can be done before the
results of the international commission on Iranian grievances proposed by the
United Nations Secretary-General. Our correspondent Keith Graves asked Mr.
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Gotbzadeh if the students holding the hostages would accept the commission’s
reporl [begin recording).

[Gotbzadeh] Well, we will see to it, that it works.

[Question] You say you will see to it. You mean you could impose the
Revolutionary Council's will upon the [Qotbzadeh interrupts].

[ Answer] Tn the final analysis the Revolutionary Council is the supreme body
governing this nation and I think with persuasion, understanding, reasoning and
discussions the problem will be resolved.

[Question] But the Waldheim plan, if we may call it that, does not appear to
include the return of the Shah. Now, does this mean if you are prepared to
discuss or to approve the Waldheim plan, that the Revolutionary Council is
accepting that the Shah is not going to be brought back to stand trial here, or
does that still remain part of your demands for the release of the hostages?

[ Answer ] No, it is a part of our demands, nothing has changed in that. The
fact is we are speculating again. [ mean this is what [words indistinct] speculating
on the results of the report of the commission.

[Question} Dr. Waldheim said a couple of days ago that he was hopeful that
this whole incident might be concluded before the elections, which are scheduled
I think for four or five weeks. You do not seem that optimistic.

[Answer{ No, I am not that optimistic, but it does not mcan that 1 am
pessimistic either [end recording).

64. Fars Guards Chief on US

GF121200 Shiraz Domestic Service in Persian, 1500 GMT, 11 Feb, 80 GF.

[Message from Engineer (Rajiab "Ali Taheri), chief of the Revolution Guards
of Fars Province, on first anniversary of Iranian Revolution—read by announ-
cer.]

[Text] In the name of God, the merciful, the compassionate. Thanks to God,
this revolution in favour of justice, under the leadership of Imam Khomeini and
with the struggling Muslim people of lran, was able to survive the sensitive
period of the last year and sever the hands of the United States, meaning the
imperial régime in Iran, The victory of the revolution had to come about because
the Shah’s hated imperial régime was blocking the evolution and advancement
of the Iranian nation,

As we all know, after the Shah's hated imperial régime was ended, cssential
and fundamental changes took place in our country, destroying a 2,500-year-old
régime that had bad effccts on the thoughts of the people, having taught them to
follow false ideas and to advocate the use of force in their lives. We will need a
long period to correct these problems. We will succeed when we uproot all the
corruption, all the manifestations of the pollution in our society, and eliminate
the roots of all the corruption, the United States, that world-devouring country.

Fortunately, we have been successful in our struggle against imperialism over
the last year. We can list the steps we have taken in this regard: the cancelling of
the military and exploitative agreements and, even more important, the occupa-
tion of the den of spies, which was a great blow to the United States, We will
continue 1o deal these blows. Their continuation ensures the continuation of our
Istamic Revolution. The Iranian nation hopes that this revolution will result in
great progress throughout the world, and particularly in Iran.

The most important message of the Revolution Guards of Shiraz [as heard]
is our request that the people co-operate with us in continuing the revolution.
They must not be satisfled with talk alone; they should transform words
i?llo deeds and expose all of the enemy’s intrigues and conspiracies and destroy
them.
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65. Beheshti Interviewed on Demand for Shah's Return

LDI151511 Kuwait As-Sivasah in Arabic, 12 Feb. 80, p. 21 LD.

[Interview granted by former Revolution Council Chairman Ayatollah
Mohammad Beheshti to Mahmud an-Najjar in Tehran on 5 February.]

[ Question} In your capacity as chairman of the Revolution Council are you in
a position to talk about the fate of thc American Embassy hostages, and the
studcnts’ stand on this matter or your attitude towards the students?

[ Answer [ On this subject, there are several points which I wish to make clear:

1. The student movement at the Embassy is part of the popular movement
and it did not take place for the sake of the Government, the Revolution Council
or tmam Khomeini. Since our revolution is a popular one, 1 believe that the
students should not be opposed. We must give them the opportunity to express
themselves like the rest of the people.

2. Naturally, the future of the hostages and the whole operation in all its
magnitude have been and will continue to be the subject of constant concern and
discussion by the Revolution Council.

3. The Revolution Council has not yel made any decision on the future of the
hostages. When it makes a decision, 1t will announce then and there.

4. As the matter now stands it means that there has been no change with
regard to our demands that the Shah be returned to stand trial for the crimes
committed against the people and that the money he smuggled abroad be
returned because it belongs to the people.

5. Nobody expects a decision to be made on this sensitive issue without
reference 10 Imam Khomeini and his approval.

6. In the event of Imam Khomeini’s approval being obtained on any measure,
the students, all of whom follow the course taken by the Imam, will immediately
abide by it and implement it. It is certain that they will implement it by
themselves without any need Lo exert pressure on them, as long as they are sure
that it is the wish and the decision of the Imam himsell. Otherwise, 1 do not
know how anyonc can resolve the issue with them.

[Question] Now that Bani-Sadr has been clected President of the Republic
and has succeeded you as chairman of the Revolution Council, as has been
reported in your newspapers, what is your primary task?

[ Answer] As for Bani-Sadr’s assumption of the chairmanship of the Revolu-
tion Council as my successor, this has not yet happened despite newspaper reports
to this effect. However, this is expected and we will discuss it at the council’s
mecting tomorrow. {Note: At this mecting, the council approved the granting of
chairmanship of the councit to Bani-Sadr. As president and Revolution Council
chairman, Bani-Sadr becomes the strongest man after the Imam.)

The primary question to which Bani-Sadr is devoting his attention is the
appointment of a prime minister and the selection of ministers, because this
matter is in the best interest of the society in the present circumstances.
Naturally, this is donc after Imam Khomeini’s opinion is sought and his
approval obtained, bearing in mind that the government (o be established by
Bani-Sadr in this manner will be different from the government that is
established according to the constitution, though it will neither be contrary to
nor in accordance with the constitution; its basis and source will not be the
constitution bul the Imam himseif, exactly as the case is with regard 1o the
Revolution Council. A government that is based on the constitution and is
actually a constitutional government will be established, in my opinion, after
about three months—that is, after the election of the Coensultative Council
(parliament) and the nomination and appointment of a prime minister by the
Imam and then the nomination of the ministers by Bani-Sadr and their
appointment with the approval of the Imam.
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Ayatollah Beheshti said: Being a man of religion, I believe that the best way
for Bani-Sadr at present is to appoint a provisional government to manage
things until a permanent constilutional government is appointed. We will help in
this.

Ayatollah Beheshti then asked: In your opinion, isn't this proof that the men
of religion do not monopolize power?

[ Question] Tomorrow or the day afler tomorrow, the Revolution Command
Council will be dissolved, rather it will dissolve itself to give way to the ncw
government. What will be the role of the members of the Revolution Council (14
members excluding Bani-Sadr) in the political and public domains after that?

[ Answer} The Revolution Council will not disseive itself or be dissolved
under any circumstances except by Imam Khomeini’s decision. When nothing is
left for the Revolution Council to do—that is, when there is no need for it to
exist any longer and it is dissolved—its members will find something to do to
serve the people, exactly as they did before the council was formed. We will
always put all our capabilities at the disposal of the revolution. God is the
vouchsafer of success.

66. Bani-Sadr Gives Interview to French Radio

LDI121118 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian, 1040 GMT, 12 Feb. 80 LD.

[Text] Dr. Bani-Sadr, our country’s President, in a telephone interview with
French radio and television this morning answered their questions. Dr. Bani-
Sadr, the President of the Tranian Islamic Republic, in answer to the question,
what are your problems, said: Above all, high prices, unemployment, lack of
security and the absence of a decision-making centre are the greatest problems at

resent.

P In answer to a question as to whether he would be able to make decisions and
implement them on his own, Dr. Bani-Sadr said: We have not staged a
revolution so that a president could make a decision single-handed; rather
decisions are made collectively. .

In answer to a question as to which source would be making decisions
regarding the hostages, our country’s President said: Imam Khomeini and the
Revelution Council.

Our country’s president was asked: In the interview you had with Le Monde
you said the hostages might be released in the next few days. 1s this possible? Dr.
Bani-Sadr said: If America agrees to our view this may be possible.

67. Bani-Sadr on Revolution Council Session

LD122304 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian, 2047 GMT, 12 Feb. 80 LD.

[Text] The Revolution Council held a session tonight with the participation of
Mr. Abolhassan Bani-Sadr, the president of the Islamic Republic of Iran.
During this session various issues of State were discussed, According to a Pars
correspondent, Mr. Abolhassan Bani-Sadr said at the conclusion of tonight’s
session regarding the fact that the student followers of the Imam’s policy do not
uphold respect for the Revolution Council: the Revolution Council was
appointed by the Imam—whether 1 agrec or not—for the administration of the
country prior to the application of the ideas proposed in the constitution.
Therefore, when it adopts certain decisions they should be carried out, and
naturally those who are in the first rank—the students—are expected to carry
out the decisions. And these people refer to themselves as followers of the
Imam’s policy, since those who oppose the Imam’s policy are in opposition and
do not implement his line. And all T said was that the Revolution Council had
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endorsed the idea that no government official should be arrested without prior
information being given to the Government, let alone a minister. To which they
reply: This issue has had nothing to do with us, which is right. But as to the fact
of their inviting certain people to Iran without prior information being given to
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and carrying out certain actions without
informing the [words indistinct], this is in fact tantamount to discrediting the
Government and the Revolution Council. And this is a criticism which should
not be elaborated on.

In this connectlion the President said: The students issued their invitations, and
when the Foreign Minister came to the Revolution Council, he said that these
people are already at the airport. But since we do not believe in balancing forces
whereby we should meet force with force, we did not wish to repeat the same move
since the students are both young and our brothers and also display goodwill. But
the laws and the rules should be respected by them. This is why we did not repeat
what they did and gave permission for thesc guests to enter the country.

Regarding the interview with Le Monde in which he was quoted as saying:
Should the United States accept our demands the release of the hostages has
nothing to do with the ¢xtradition of the Shah, Mr. Bani-Sadr said: ‘I said no
such thing. All I said was that these two issues should not be linked together,
that is, we will continue Lo scek the extradition of the Shah until doomsday and
not that we will release these people while that gentleman enjoys himself where
he is. And let me emphasize the point that the question of his extradition is a
strategic issue to us, and as far as we can we will strive to achieve it.

68, Bani-Sadr Le Monde Interview

LD121051 Puris Le Monde in French, 12 Feb. 80, pp. 1, 5 LD.

[Eric Rouleau interview with Iranian President Abolhassan Bani-Sadr in
Tehran on the night of Saturday 9 and Sunday 10 February: “Iran Apparently
No Longer Demands Shah’s Extradition Before Releasing Hostages™ ]

[Text] Tehran—The American hostages could be released soon, “perhaps even
in the next few days”, if Imam Khomeini ratifies the compromise drawn up to
this end by the Revolution Council and if the United States subscribes to it in its
turnt. The new solution proposed by the iranian Republic’s supreme body no
longer includes the demand for the Shah’s extradition and the restoration of his
fortune to the Iranian State. Nonetheless, it is designed in such a way as to
enable Tehran to attain that objective after rather than before the expulsion of
the American hostages. This is one of the essential points to emerge from a long
interview we had during the night of Saturday/Sunday with the President of the
Iranian Republic following a mecting of the Revolution Couneil.

Referring to the optimism of the American Press with regard to the hostages’
imminent release, Mr. Bani-Sadr 1old us:

The United States has not understood our revolution at all. It attributed the
seizure of the hostages to the “barbarity™ and “fanaticism” of the Iranians. It
then interpreted my clection as President as a victory against the clergy by a
“pro-Westerner” moulded by French liberalism. It was wrong in both cases. It
has not yet understood that the students’ occupation of the American Embassy
and my election are the two sides of one coin: our people’s desire for
independence. If it accepts this fact it would be easy for us 1o release the hostages
shortly, perhaps cven in the next few days.

[ Question] What exactly are you asking of the United States?

[Answer ] A formal sclf-criticism concerning the crimes it has committed in
Iran for some 25 years und the recognition of our right to obtain the Shahk’s
extradition and the restoration of his fortunc. We are so certain of being proved
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right that we are prepared in advance to accept the conclusions of an
international inquiry.

[Question] Would you wait until the inquiry had been completed and the
Shah extradited before releasing the hostages?

[ Answer ] The two affairs are not connected. I repeat that it would suffice for
the United States to admit its responsibilities and promise never to interfere in
our affairs again.

[Question} Two types of inquiry have been put to you. One submitted by Mr,
Kurt Waldheim envisaging a United Nations committee comprising representa-
tives of certain Third World governments. The other, proposed by Mr. Sean
MacBride (former Irish foreign minister) and Mr. Nuri Albala (Paris lawyer), is
considerably different: A “court” formed of nop-gevernmental people would
“try American imperialism”, and would be the “Nuremberg of the Third
World”, to quote Mr. Albata. Which of these solutions attracts you most?

[Answer] | prefer the second. However, some Revolution Council members
lean toward the Waldheim committee, The ideal solution would be a combina-
tion of the two, In any case we have submitted our proposals—the fruit of a
consensus—to Imam Khomeini who is alone capable of taking a decision. We
hope to obtain that decision in the next two days. If he accepts our proposals it
will then be up 1o President Carter to give his verdict.

[Question{ Meanwhile do you intend to replace the students guarding the
hostages by State representatives?

[ Answer] That is a possibility which I am considering for the next few days.
However, in this case too, the Revolution Council and then the Imam would
have to approve my proposal . ..

[Question ] Have you not been granted increased powers to restore State order
in the country?

[ Answer] No, 1 have simply been appointed Revolution Council chairman,
and the council is continuing to exercise its legislative and executive powers.
Over the next few days there will probably be a ministerial reshuffle and changes
in the management of radio and television, but all my suggestions on this subject
will necessarily have to obtain the prior approval of the Revolution Council.

fQuestion] Foreign Minister Gotbzadeh has said that the expulsion of the
Istamic students from the US Embassy compound, by force if necessary, has not
been ruled out . ..

[ Answer] At the present.time it is not a question of such a step being taken. We
will never use violence against young patriots whose sincerity and revolutionary
feelings are above suspicion. If there is any difference of opinion I would possibly
g0 to the US Embassy to persuade them to come over 1o my viewpoint. [ merely
criticize them for meddling in matters which do not concern them. If they want to
denounce a particular politician they would henceforth only be able to use the
radio and television after obtaining the Revolution Council’s permission.

The students must stop slandering their political opponents. Like them, ]
regard men such as Mehdi Bazargan, Amir Entezam, Naser Minachi as
reformists and pro-American. However, until 1 have proof to the contrary, [ do
not think they are spies in the CIA’S pay. Waging a battle against political
opponents is one thing, slandering them is a different matter. Like France, Iran
has its “American Party” and its *Russian Party”. The Tudeh is the instrument
of Moscow's policy in our country. That is not a good enough reason to ban it
or accuse it of coliaborating with the enemy.

69. Gotbzadeh on Hostages’ Release

LD121140 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian, 1104 GMT, 12 Feb. 80 LD.
[Text] Iranian Foreign Minister Sadeq Gotbzadeh, stated in an interview with
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the ABC television network: An international commission to investigate the
Shah’s crimes will probably be convened in Tehran within a week. Gotbzadeh
said: Our demands are the same as before, but he declined to staie a time
schedule for the release of the hostages, even after the convocation of a United
Nations international commission.

Regarding the end of the period of hostage-taking, Gotbzadeh said he hoped
the crisis would end soon, Gotbzadeh also said all this depends on diplomatic
moves. We will co-operate with United Nations Secretary-General Kurt
Waldheim in this regard. Gotbzadeh said: Our main complaint is that while the
Shah was committing many crimes and plundering our country’s wealth he was
backed by America.

70. AFP Interview with Gotbzadeh

NC121255 Paris AFP in English, 1250 GMT, 12 Feb. 80 NC.

[Text] Tehran, 12 Feb. (AFP)-—Iranian Foreign Minister Sadeq Gotbzadeh
today confirmed things were starting 1o move towards freeing the American
hostages held by Moslem extremists, but insisted an international inquiry into
the former regime was part and parcel of any deal.

In an exclusive interview with Agence France Presse, Mr. Gotbzadeh
confirmed President Abolhassan Bani-Sadr’s views stated in an interview
yesterday with the French Le Monde, but added that the key word was caution.

Mr. Bani-Sadr told Le Monde that release of the hostages was no longer
dependent on the international inquiry and on the extradition of the Shah,

Mr. Gotbzadeh said he preferred to act than make forecasts, but that the
intense talks on the hostages, now over 100 days in captivity, would “accelerate”
things.

He said the whole process to free the 50 Americans would soon be set in
motion, including the work of an international committee to investigate alleged
crimes of the ousted Shah'’s régime.

Mr. Gotbzadeh told AFP he was in touch with United Nations Secretary-
General Kurt Waldheim, who is to select committee members, a couple of times
a week. He added that the commission would likely have five members.

Mr. Gotbzadeh fligs to Athens tomorrow on the first leg of a tour to include
Rome and Paris. In Athens and Rome he was to meet foreign ministers and
other leaders. No details of the Paris stop were known, but Radio Tehran said
today the minister would be away five days in all.

Turning to the Afghanistan cnsis, Mr. Gotbzadeh told AFP that Iran had

“prepared’”” measures to aid Afghan rebels but would only implement them if the
Soviet Union failed to pull its troops out in the near future,

He added no aid had yet been channelled and when asked if any aid would be
military, replied: “We will see.’

The Iranian Foreign Minister said there had been no strengthening or
mobilization of Iranian forces along the coumry s borders with either Afghani-
stan or the Soviet Union as the Soviets had “reassured us and told us there is not
the slightest problem™.

He added: *I believe that the Soviet Union will not occupy Iran but in the
hypothesis of a Soviet advance, certainly we will not confront them at the border
but in each house in the country.”

Mr. Gotbzadeh, commenting on Mr. Bani-Sadr’s interview with Le Monde,
said that the liberation of the hostages was tied to the start of the whole process
of settling the differences between Iran and the United States,

President Bani-Sadr was quoted as saying that liberation of the hostages could
depend just on the United States acknowledging alleged past crimes in Iran and
recognizing the right of Iran 1o seek extradition of the Shah.
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Mr. Gotbzadeh said that the plan under discussion with Mr. Waldheim
envisaged a five-member commission to examine allegations against the Shah.
He however counselled “prudence” and said that it was “best to begin the
process” and to do things one after the other without speculation on the
outcome.

‘The Iranian Foreign Minister also said that Iranian legal experts were busy
preparing dossicrs against the Shah and that he hoped these would be ready to
send to Panama before the end of the month.

71. Ayatollah Beheshti on Hostages

NC131053 Paris AFP in English, 1038 GMT, 13 Feb. 80 NC.

[Text]) Tehran, 13 Feb. {AFP)—lran wants the problem of the 50 hostages
held at the US Embassy here to be resolved quickly, Revolutionary Council
Secretary Ayatollah Mohammed Beheshti said today.

The Avyatollah told newsmen that the release of the hostages need not be
preceded by the extradition of the ex-Shah, provided that Iranian public opinion
agreed.

Iranian President Abolhassan Bani-Sadr made similar statements yesterday,
describing the extradition of the Shah as “‘a strategic problem”.

The Ayatollah Beheshti also left open the possibility that the hostages could
be released by the Islamic students before the Iranian legislative elections on 14
March, There were however differences of opinion on the hostage issue within
the council, he said.

He said the Revolutionary Council has not yet envisioned Mr. Bani-Sadr’s
suggestion that the American hostages could be entrusted to government
representatives instead of the students. He said in any case the students’ opinions
would have to be taken into consideration,

The Ayatollah also said that the council has not “totally accepted” all the
arrangements for a United Nations investigatory commission examining the
charges against the ex-Shah.

“I1 is a good plan, but it might not be enough to resolve the crisis”, he said.

72. Bani-Sadr, "Arafat Interview

LD131932 Paris Domestic Service in French, 1810 GMT, 13 Feb. 80 LD.

[“Face the Public” programme, in which programme moderator Claude
Guillaumin and journalists Christian Billman of Paris Radio, Gerard Saint-Paul
of French television channel 1, Albert Zarka of Figaro magazine, Dominique
Barry of L'Humanité and Benoit Raisky of France-Seir in Paris interview
Iranian President Bani-Sadr and PLO leader Yasir 'Arafat via live linkup with
Tehran—individual questioners not identified.}

[ Question} As regards the centres of decision, Mr. President, can you explain
precisely what are your relations with Ayatollah Khomeini. Who takes the
decisions. For example, can you take a decision without referring to him?

[ Bani-Sadr ] To be alone in taking a decision is not a good thing. We carried
out the revolution so that the President would not be alone in taking a decision.
We want to settle problems together. Therefore, as previously, there will
continte to be consultations followed by a decision. I will implement the
decision.

[Question] But is it possible that you would not agree with Ayaiollah
Khomeini?

[ Bani-Sadr ] I{ there is no agreement between us and Ayatollah Khomeini, we
will respect s will.
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[Question] But there is not only Ayatollah Khomeini. In the case of the
hostages who makes the decisions: You, the President, the council of the
revolution, Ayatollah Khomeini or the Islamic students?

[Bani Sadr] As regards the hostages it is the Revolution Council, with the
agreement of Imam Khomeini, which decides.

[Question] Mr. President, as regards the hostages, which is after all the
essential question, in the long term are you not going (o find yourself, if I may so
put it, in the pasition of a hostage with regard to the hostages? Let me clarify my
question: In so far as the United States now rejects all criticism, what are the.
igrospects for the release of these hostages? You are not going to keep them
orever?

[ Bani-Sadr] Neither will the United States be able to refuse self-criticism
forever. Because it is a fact that Iran was under their direct domination, and the
revolution was against this domination. They have only to accept (?this); and
this is not to humiliate the American people. Quite the contrary. It is to make
mankind aware that something has changed through our revolution, and that
the man of today may nurture a hope for another world perspective.

[Question] Mr. President, can you tell me precisely what may be the
procedure between the Americans and you for the release of the hostages?

[ Bani-Sadr] That they accept self-criticism, that they accept that the posses-
sions and the crimes of the former Shah and his family and entourage, can be
proceeded against by Iran, and salvaged and returned. And that they accept
never again to interfere in our affairs. You see they are simple conditions.

[ Question ] Mr, President, does the presence next to you of Mr. Yasir *Arafal,
mean that one day the PLO and Mr. Yasir "Arafat could play the role of
intermediaries, as was envisaged at the beginning with the Americans, between
you and the Americans?

[Bani-Sadr] An intermediary; you know, it is not a good thing for a
movement to play the role of an intermediary. 1 do not think that it is ready to
accept this role. After all, intermediaries are not needed to settle something
which is clear and simple.

[Question] Mr. President, US State Department Spokesman Mr. Hodding
Carter said yesterday evening, and I quote, that it is absolutely out of the
question for the United States to accept self-criticism about alleged crimes
against Iran. What do you think, Mr. President, about this American attitude?

[ Bani-Sadr] It is a pity. It is a pity because self-criticism is the best way for
enemies 10 become friends. IT they do not accept this self-criticism how can you
expect us (0 agree to act before our people in their interest?

[ Question ] Mr, President, we hear you speaking about self-criticism. But until
your election the condition for the release of the hostages was always that the
Shah be returned to fran. Does it mean that your attitude has changed?

[ Bani-Sadr | Well, you know the return, the extradition of the Shah remains
valid for us. We have taken steps and we will pursue them. But even when [ was
Minister of Foreign Affairs I never linked these two matters. Whatever happens,
we musl prosecute criminals. ’

[Question] Mr. President, naturally there are principles and, as you have
recalled, there are also possibilities of a compromise, Apparently, these possibili-
ties still exist. After all, as somebody who intends to revitalize the country, who
wants 10 normalize the situation, tackle unemployment, and so on, do not the
hostages constitute a burden or an obstacle to your political action in Iran?

[ Bani-Sadr ] [Words indistinct] you know, since the beginning of the interview
it would seem that there is no other problem but the problem of hostages. But
it is not the problem here. I travelied throughout the country during the
presidential elections and nobody asked whether the hostages will be freed or
not. Here, in this country, it does not constitute a major problem. Even on the
international plane it does not constitute a problem of importance. The United
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States, before the Afghanistan affair, wanted to usc the affair of the hostages to
attack us, to carry out propaganda against our revolution, to say: it is a
revolution of fanatics, and so on, and so on. And, after the Afghanistan affair
and the elections in Iran, which have shown that a conscientious people has
laken a grip on its destiny, the Weslern press, both you and the Americans, has
changed its tone, saying: (YWell), he [Bani-Sadr] has been educated in the West.
He will arrange things, and so on. It is not true. | am a person chosen by this
people. 1t is a people which wants to create a new culture for itselfl and for its
cfforts and creativity. 1 (?can) seitle problems but only while respecting my
people, the independence of Iran and (?the interests) of the oppressed people of
the world. Not the interests of the United States.

*

[Question] Mr. President, coming back to a question of purely political
pelicy. You said that the Ayatollah Khomeini, in the event of a disagreement,
would take the decision and that you would respect it. If the students refuse to
release the hostages, even if you yourself decided to, what then? What will the
final decision be, and can you tell us if the hostages are still in the US Embassy,
or dispersed around Iranian territory?

[ Bani-Sadr] Well, if we decide, if we take the decision one day, it wiil be with
the agreement of Imam Khomeini. So, if everyone is in agreement, why should
the students in the US Embassy be opposed?

[ Question] Does that mean, Mr. President, that with the agreement of Imam
Khomeini, as Foreign Minister Mr. Gotbzadeh said the day before yesterday,
Iran might possibly resort to force to get the students out of the Embassy?

[ Bani-Sadr] With the agreement of the Imam, there is no need for force. It is
the determining force.

[ Question] What is the view of the Imam Khomeini on this question precisely?

[ Bani-Sadr] When we presented an action plan to him, he accepted it.

[ Question] What action plan?

[ Bani-Sadr ] Well, unfortunately, | am unable to reveal the details. I hope that
the plan will be implemented.

[Question] If a decision in principle is taken on a release could it happen from
one day to the other, in a few hours?

[ Bani-Sadr] From one day to another, in a few hours; that depends on the
United States. You know, a miracle is always possible,

73. Bani-Sadr Decries Multiplicity of Decision Centres

LD142136 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian, 2030 GMT, 14 Feb, 80 LD.

[Text] Dr. Abolhassan Bani-Sadr, the President of the Islamic Republic of
Iran, today came over to the Voice and Profile of the [slamic Republic of Iran
where, in an interview by way of satellite, he replied 10 questions put 10 him by
Rome radio and TV correspondents.

In reply to a question on whether Iran’s current attitude toward the United
States was not contrary to the Vienna agreements the President said: The
onslaught was not initiated by us. It was initiated by the US Government by
means of the 1953 coup d’état during Mossadeq’s time.

Mr. Bani-Sadr added: Our men and women were then dragged into torture
chambers. Therefore, when the people staged a revolution against such a course
of events, how could one tell them 1o remain at home, to not move and to not
take up a position? The President said: The Americans should leave us alone and
then they will see how the people, whether they be Muslims, Christians or Jews,
could live together with understanding.
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Our country's President was asked about the Muslim Student Followers of the
Imam’s Policy. He said: Some of these students’ actions are correct but some of
the others, which are connected with the Government and are part and parcel of
the Government's business, are open Lo criticism.

Mr. Bani-Sadr added: So long as there are a multiplicity of decision-making
centres, the country will not be able to emerge from the crisis.

74. Gotbzadeh Discusses Hostages, Other Issues

ATI141330 Athens News in English 14 Feb. 80, pp. 1, 4 AT.

[Text] Iranian Foreign Minister Sadeq Gotbzadeh said Wednesday his
Government's original demand for the return of the deposed Shah in exchange
for the release of the American hostages held in the US Embassy in Tehran
remains unchanged.

“QOur demands are legitimate and right and the Shah must be extradited™,
Gotbzadeh said.

He claimed that Iran’s newly elected President Abolhassan Bani-Sadr has
denied that he said the question of the hostages’ release is no longer related to
Shah Mohammed Reza Pahlavi’s extradition to Iran.

However, there was no indication Bani-Sadr had repudiated statements made
Tuesday in Tehran that Iran no longer demands the Shah’s return as, the price
for freeing the 50 Americans now held hostage in the embassy by militant
students for over 100 days.

Gotbzadeh said that statements attributed to him that force might be used on
the student militants i’ they did not free the hostages following government
orders, was a “reporter’s trick”.

“There is no need for such circumstance”, Gotbzadeh said: **l cannot imagine
such a situation will arise. The Imam (Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini) must be
obeyed™ if he says the hostages should be set free.

Asked at a news conference what he believed is a realistic period of time for a
solution to be found to the hostage problem, Gotbzadeh replied: “Confusion
exists within the United States created by contradictory reports. To resolve the
crisis you must gel to the root of the problem which means an iniernational
investigatory commission as proposed by United Nations Secretary-General
Kurt Waldheim must be formed. There is no timetable for releasing the
hostages. There is no timetable for the work of the international commission.”

75. Further Gotbzadeh Comments in Greece

ATI141332 Athens I Kathimerini in Greek, 14 Feb. 80, p. 3 AT.

[Text] Iranian Foreign Minisier Gotbzadeh yesterday supported views on the
hostage issue which are different than those expressed by lranian President Bani-
Sadr. He said the hostages will be set free only when the international
commission to be set up to investigate the Shah's crimes reaches its conclusions.

76. AFP Report

NC141930 Paris AFP in English, 1926 GMT, 14 Feb. 80 NC,

[Excerpts] Rome, 14 Feb. (AFP)—Release of the American hostages in
Fehran is "*very much in sight” and could be a “*question of hours as much as a
question of months™, Iranian Foreign Minister Sadeq Gotbzadeh said here
today.

Mr. Gotbzadeh's statement, made at a news conference here echoed optimism
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expressed in Tehran and Washington for an end sometime soon to the hostage
crisis that is now in its 103rd day. He declined to comment on what arrange-
ments still had to be made and what timetable was envisaged for the release of
the estimated 50 hostages held by pro-Khomeint militants who stormed the US
Embassy in Tehran on 4 November.

Mr. Gotbzadeh said the return of the Shah to face Islamic justice, the original
demand of the militants who took over the Embassy, would happen “not by
force but by the determination of the Iranian people. This they have already
shown one time with the downfall of the Shah. Why not a second 1ime?”

The Foreign Minister said he would pursue the extradition of Mohammed
Reza Pahlavi, which Iran has already requested of Panama,

(But Mr. Gotbzadeh told France-Inter Radio that he was sceptical of the
chances of freeing the hostages before the Iranian legislative elections scheduled
for 14 March.)

The Minister, who will fly from Rome to Paris, denied that during his absence
from Tehran Iranian aythorities were taking a more flexible approach to their
dispute with the United States.

“It defined an independent policy supported by Imam Ayatollah Ruhollah
Khomeini and the Revolutionary Council”, he said.

“My absence changes absolutely nothing. It will be thus as long as the
Revolutionary Council exists.”

77. Gotbzadeh on Commission's [nvestigation

LD151922 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian, 1630 GMT, 15 Feb. 80 LD.

[Text] According to news agency reports from Rome, Sadeq Gotbzadeh,
Iran’s Foreign Minister, said today: the 49 American hostages will not be
released before the publication of the results of the work of the committee which
has been proposed by the United Nations to investigate the crimes of the
deposed Shah.

Gotbzadeh added that United Nations Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim
informed him in a telephone conversation today that the investigating commit-
tee will begin its work within the next two days.

Gotbzadeh added: Waldheim said that he is still busy contacting the various
people chosen for the committee.

The Iranian Foreign Minister pointed out that the most important point is for
the investigating commiltee to begin its work. He said that if the commitiee
embarks on serious investigations, he is certain that the release of the American
hostages will be (?decided).

In response Lo a question on whether the relatives of the hostages should be
optimistic, Sadeq Gotbzadeh said: yes, certainly so.

78. Possible Questioning of Hostages

L.D161428 Paris Domestic Service in French, 1400 GMT, 16 Feb. 80 LD.

[Text] The American hostages in Tehran could be questioned as witnesses by
the international commission of inquiry of five magistrates. Iranian Foreign
Minister Sadeq Gotbzadeh gave this information this morning.

He added that in principle the commission will hold its meetings in Tehran,
but it could go to Paris or other places to study certain documents. The duration
of the commission’s work could last for more than one week and only after that
—according to the [ranians—could the release of the hostages be considered.
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79. Bani-Sadr Athens Television Interview

AT162018 Athens Domestic Television Service in Greek, 1930 GMT, 16 Feb.
80 AT.

{Exclusive interview of Iranian President Abothassan Bani-Sadr by Greek
national radio and television correspondent Evangelos Bistikas; date and place
not given. Interview conducted in French with simultancous Greek translation;
translated from the Greek.]

[Text] [Question] Mr, President, you have just celebrated the first anniversary
of the Islamic Revolution. What are the problems you had o overcome?

[ Answer ] There are many problems—economic, political, there are cultural
problems, social problems. The economic problems touch upon industry, and
for us this is a disease. There are many agricultural problems. Even during the
time of the Shah our economy was one of the most serious reasons for his
failure. The economy was paralyzed and this cannot yet be overcome. In order
to solve all these problems we must first of all solve the political problem. There
are many decision-making centres. The situation does not permit a solution and
we are unable to concentrate decisions, or if you wish, we cannot guarantee the
prerequisites for the solution of the problems.

[ Question] Yesterday, at the Revolution Council you said that it is extremely

. basic from the point of view of policy that your country must be completely
independent from US influence, the influence of the Soviet Union and that of
other countries. I wonder whether this policy will not lead you into total
isolation, and whether this would make you more vulnerable to possible threats?

[ Answer | There is no fate which says that a country must be dependent or else
independence would mean isolation. Independence does not mean isolation. It
means co-operation but at a level of equality.

[ Question | Do you face a normalization of relations of your country with the
West and the United States after solution of the hostage issue, naturally under
the prerequisites you will enumerate?

[Answer] My policy is always one of independence. The problem of the
hostages is at the same time a problem of humanitarianism and of politics. From
the humanitarian viewpoint, it is painful for us to hold hostages. From the legal
viewpoint we agree that we have violated the agreements, but from the political
viewpoinlt this is entirely another thing.

We were not the ones who started violating international rules. This is the
consequence of systematic violations by the United States. Today the political
aspect is predominant. In order to overcome these difficulties it is essential that
certain prerequisites are first overcome. | hope the United States will do
whatever they have failed to do to date so that we will be able to say that what
prevails today is the humanitarian issue, and that this problem must be solved.
You must certainly know that might is might, authority is authority and if one is
to be independent it is much better not to refer to might except in essential
instances. | hope that the necessary instance will never arise. [Word indistinct]
we have economic relations with the United States. It is far better that we
guarantee relations with you, with other European countries so that both we and
you will be able to have more freedom of movement.

[Question] Mr. President, would you once again like to enumerate the
prerequisites for the liberation of the hostages?

[ Answer [ There are two phases: the liberation is the second one. First, there
must be a change in the current psychological and political climate. In order to
change this climate the United States must condemn the policy of the past and
must undertake the obligation not to intervene in the present and in the future,
and it must officially accept not only to avoid raising obstacles to the
prosecution of criminals of the old régime—either in reference to their corrup-
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tion or their crimes or their treason [sentence as heard]. If these prerequisites are
met, then the climate will change and we will then be able 10 enter the other
phase; that is, 1o the liberation of the hostages.

[Question] This may take some time and yet there is the impression the
hostages will be freed very soon, in other words, within two or three days.

[ Answer ] This may be the impression, but we cannot adhere to impressions. |
do not believe that things will change within two to three days. If however within
three days the Americans adopt the necessary measures, then the climate will
change and behaviour toward the hostages will also change.

[ Question] Does the United States have even an indirect contact with the
Iranian authorities on this problem?

[ Answer] United Nations Secretary-General Waldheim is in contact with the
United States in the same way that he is in contact with us. From time to time
some ambassador or someone else states that the Americans say one thing or the
other. Whether this can be considered contact is another matter, In other words,
this is not dialogue with the Americans. No, it is not.

[Question} Tell me, Mr. President, whether the Gotbzadeh visit to Athens,
Paris and Rome is related to this issue?

[ Answer ] No, he went in order 1o attend some observances in Athens and in
order to have discussions with the European countries.

[ Question] Will this international commission be ready within a few days?

[ Answer ] 1 hope so, because there are strong hopes.

[ Question] How will the freeing of the hostages be achieved? Will it be before
the findings of the commission or afterwards?

[ Answer] You know, there is not much relation between the commission and
the case of the hostages.

The commission was formed in order to study the crimes of the previous
régime in Iran and the crimes of the United States—in order to find out what
happened in Iran. As soon as they announce the resulis of their investigation and
as soon as the Americans fulfil their responsibilities, then I hope the climate will
change and then we shall see.

There are other cases—with Panama, with the extradition of the Shah—but
the basic question is that the climate must change and we must assure the people
that the past is over for good and that there is a certainty that the United States
will never again interfere in our affairs.

[ Question] Will the Revolution Council discuss the list of members on the
international commission?

[ Answer] This has already been done.

[Question] Was it approved?

[ Answer] Approximately [as heard].

[Question] How is the Imam, whom you visited the other day?

[ Answer] Extremely well.

[Question] If ever the students refuse to follow your orders, then what will
happen?

[ Answer] IT there is an order, then this will be approved by the Imam and by
the people and then the students cannot refuse. This will never happen.

80. Bani-Sadr on Students

NC161700 Paris AFP in English, 1654 GMT, 16 Feb. 80 NC.

[Nick Phythian dispatch.]

[Text) Tehran, 16 Feb. (AFP)—The Islamic students holding 50 Americans
hostage at the US Embassy here must return to their university faculties and
must not interfere in affairs of State, President Abolhassan Bani-Sadr said today
in a hard-hitting statement to the Pars News Agency. *‘They are brothers and we
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love them well, but that is not in any way affected with affairs of State. They
must not intervene™”, he said. ‘

His comments, reported in the newspaper Keyhan, come in the wake of a 20-
minute meeting he had yesterday with Iranian spiritual guide Ayatollah
Ruhollah Khomeini, the man who holds the key to the release of the hostages.
The meeting was the longest he has had with the 79-year-old guide of the Iranian
Revolution since he was hospitalized with heart trouble more than three weeks
ago.

The Iranian President said that the release of the hostages, who have been held
since 4 November, depended on a favourable American response lo three
conditions.

“I have said it in French, English and Perstan. When we have seen that the
United States is agreed Lo our proposals, we will begin taking steps to prepare
for the release of the hostages”, he added.

“When the United States has prepared the way, then the release of the
hostages will be possible”, he said.

The Iranian President’s three conditions are American recognition of past
interference in Iran and undertaking not to intervene in the future and not to
raise obstacles to Iranian attempts to secure the extradition of the Shah—now
exiled in Panama—and his wealth.

“The Americans must drop their plot and we will see afterwards what we can
do then”, he said. But he dismissed reports that he had a secret plan for the
release of the hostages that he had discussed with Ayatollah Khomeini. “All that
we have said is out in the open. There are no secrets”, he said.

81, Protest Lodged over Canadian Embassy Activities

LI2161308 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian, 1100 GMT, 16 Feb. 80 LD.

[Text] According to a dispatch from the representative of the Voice and Profile
of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Canada, Dr. "Adeli, Chargé d’Affaires of the
Islamic Republic of Iran in Canada, yesterday went Lo the Canadian External
Affairs Secretariat to hand over the Iranian Government's strong official protest
against the activities of the Canadian Embassy in Tehran and while meeting and
having talks with the political under-secretaries there, he handed over Iran’s
strongly worded note, registered [presumably cabled] his own protest to the
United Nations and the International Court in The Hague, referred to Canada’s
meaningless, offensive and scandalous action as being tantamount to an abuse of
the Iranian’s trust and diplomatic immunity and called it a violation of Iran’s
sovereignty and interference in Iran’s internal affairs. In his note he identified
Canada as a partner in crime with the imperialists.

Iran also rejected Canada’s excuse to the effect that its Embassy’s action was
prompted by humanitarian motives, adding that the Iranian nation’s action in
occupying the US Embassy was a reflection of its awareness and wrath and
protest against the United States systematic interference in the internal affairs of
Iran, beginning with the 1953 coup d’état.

After meeting the Under-Secretary of State at the Canadian Secretariat of
External Affairs, Dr. "Adeli took part in a press and radio and television
conference, and said at the oulset: Analysing this issue one ought to say that
Iranian-Canadian relations in the past have never been antagonistic and Iran’s
Islamic Revolution, which seeks to set up a just society, poses no danger
whatsoever to Canada although it has jeopardized the unlawful interests of the
SUPETPOWETS.

Pertaining to Iranian-US relations, no one could deny that the United States
brought Mohammad Reza Pahlavi to power and is also his pariner in crime. No
one could deny that the United States has interfered in [ran’s internal affairs and
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has continued to do so afier the revolution. Therefore, the Iranian nation has
had 1o deal with this revolutionary issue and, in any case, these two countries’
relations are not like relations with any other country and have nothing to do
with a country such as Canada.

One ought to bear in mind that this action by Canada is an empty,
meaningless and offensive action but has been represented as heroic in order (o
deceive the Canadian nation, when as a matter of fact it only proves that Canada
is at the service of the imperialists. As the Canadian people are busy with their
elections, they do not comprehend the negative resulis of the action.

From now on, everyone should look on the Canadians as US spies. It is
necessary that Canada should worry about itself. Canada will bear an enduring
black stigma of shame.

82. Bani-Sadr on Students’ Ouster

LD170220 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian, 6055 GMT, 17 Feb. 80 LD.

[Text] Mr. Abolhassan Bani-Sadr, our country’s President [words indistinct].
AP today reported, quoting 4! Waran, that Iranian President Abothassan Ban-
Sadr has obtained permission from Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini to oust the
students occupying the US Embassy from the Embassy compound and put
government soldiers in charge of guarding the hostages. Al-Watan wrote that
Bani-Sadr, because of the disobedience of the students in implementing the
orders of the President, was forced to go direct to Imam Khomeini, since the
students will accept his order.

Al-Watan also reported that the ruling Revolution Council presided over by
Bani-Sadr has faced (7difficulty) in its efforts to end the US-Iran crisis.

The elected President of the Iranian nation tonight said in a telephone
conversation with Pars News Agency that these reports are fabricated from
beginning to end and are strongly denied.

83. Bani-Sadr on United Nations Commission

NCI171927 Paris AFP in English, 1915 GMT, 17 Feb. 80 NC.

[Text] Tehran, 17 Feb. (AFP)—The release of the US Embassy hostages here
will requite more than a condemnation by an international commission of the
ex-Shah and the role of the United States in supporting him, President.
Abolhassan Bani-Sadr said today.

The Iranian President’s comments came shortly after a United Nations
spokesman in New York announced that the composition of the international
commission to investigate Iranian grievances against the Shah only needed
Iranian approval before it could be announced.

Mr. Bani-Sadr, speaking after a meeting of the ruling Revolutionary Council
here, however, avorded all questions on Iran’s attitude 1o the composition and
mandate of the commission.

84. Gotbzadeh Postpones Return Trip

LD182006 Tehran in English to Europe, 1930 GMT, 18 Feb. 8¢ LD.

[Text] Iran’s Foreign Minister, Sadeq Gotbzadeh, who is visiting Paris, has
postponed his return to Tehran for another day in order to meet with some
unofficial personalities there. The spokesman {as heard] did not further elabo-
rate, but the postponement is related to the issue of the release of American
hostages in Tehran. Meanwhile, the spokesman of the Revoluticnary Council,
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Hasan Habibi, has pointed out that the American hostages’ issue will be
discussed following the Gotbzadeh's return to Tehran. Habibi has further
emphasized that the investigalion commission should, more than anything else,
look into the issue of the extradition of the ousted Shah to Iran. The commission
will also have the opportunity Lo cope with the release of the hostages.

Meanwhile, Sadeq Gotbzadeh has said that the duration for the performance
of this commission will be contained to 15 days and the commission may call the
hostages into hearings as witnesses. Hasan Habibi has confirmed the statement
by President Bani-Sadr that the issue of the American hostages being released is
not irrelevant to the duties of the investigating commission.

85. AFP on Gotbzadeh Remarks

NCi82210 Paris AFP in English, 2201 GMT, 18 Feb. 80 NC.

[Text] Paris, 18 Feb. (AFP)—Iranian Foreign Minister Sadeq Gotbzadeh said
today in a French television interview that he did not think the American
hostages in Tehran would be released within the next two weeks, as was implied
carlier by a United Nations spokesman in New York.

“In any event, we are not there yet”, Mr. Gotbzadeh said.

“We must not skip any stages. Let’s try to take a solid first step with the
composition of the commission which is 1o begin the work”, he added.

Mr. Gotbzadeh said that the investigating commission on Iranian grievances
being set up at the initiative of UN Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim could go
to Tehran this week, “maybe at the end of the week, if all goes well, if the
commission really gets set up, if the announcement that it has been formed is
official”.

“A certain number of people at the United Nations talk a lot, sometimes
irresponsibly”, he added. “The release of the hostages is not the goal of the
commission’s work.”

Mr. Gotbzadeh has been in Paris since last Friday.

86. AFP on Composition of Commission

NC180850 Paris AFP in English, 0833 GMT, 18 Feb. 80 NC.

[Nick Phythian report.]

[Text] Tehran, 18 Feb. (AFP)—Iran has yet to make a final decision on the
composition of a United Nations sponsored commission to investigate Iranian
grievances against the ousted Shah, Revolutionary Council spokesman Hasan
Habibi said today.

The Revolutionary Council, Iran’s supreme governing body, would consider
the matter again once it had received a report from Foreign Minister Sadeq
Gotbzadeh, he added. Mr. Gotbzadeh was expected to return here tomorrow
from Paris after a European tour that also took him to Athens and Rome.

A United Nations spokesman in New York said yesterday that Secretary-
General Kurt Waldheim had selected the five members of the commission, a
move seen as a step towards the release of the American Embassy hostages here.
The US had agreed to the choice but Iran’s decision was awaited, the spokesman
added.

Mr. Habibi said that the best place for the commission to convene, if it wanted
to call the hostages as witnesses, would be here in Tehran. The decision on
whether to call the hostages or not would rest with the commission itself, he
added.

Mr, Habibi said that the mandate of the commission, as he understood it,
would be to make recommendations on three questions. These were the
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extradition of the Shah, the return to Iran of his wealth and that of his family
from every country in the world, and *‘perhaps a recommendation” on the
release of the 50 hostages who have been in captivity since 4 November.

Mr. Habibi, however, drew a clear distinction between the work of the
commission and the resolution of the hostages crisis. He stressed that the release
of the hostages depended essentially on US acceptance of conditions laid down
by President Abothassan Bani-Sadr. These conditions call for American recogni-
tion of past interference in Iran’s internal affairs and undertakings not to
tnterfere in the future and not to block Iranian attempts to secure the return of
the Shah and his wealth.

$7. Khomeini Names Bani-Sadr Commander in Chiefl

LD190922 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian, 0830 GMT, 19 Feb. 80 LD.

[Order issued 19 February by Imam Khomeini, the leader of the Islamic
Revolution of Iran, to Dr. Seyyed Abolhassan Bani-Sadr, the *‘Islamic Presi-
dent” of Iran—read by announcer.]

{Text] In the name of God, the compassionate, the merciful. Your Excellency,
Mr. Bani-Sadr, President of Iran: At this sensitive stage when there is more than
ever a need for centralization, Your Excellency is appointed to represent me as
the commander in chief of the armed forces, as defined by the Constitution of
the Islamic Republic of Iran, It is hoped that in line with your example the affairs
of the country and the armed forces will continue working according to the
codes of Islam.

I have asked God to bring you success in the service of the nation of Islam.

[ Signed] Ruhollah Mosavi Khomeini, 1% February 1980.

88. Bani-Sadr Announcement on Approval

JN192117 Tehran International Service in Arabic, 2100 GMT, 19 Feb. 80 JN.

[Text] Dr. Abolhassan Bani-Sadr, President of the [slamic Republic of Iran,
has announced that Imam Khomeini has agreed to the formation of the
international investigation commission on the crimes of America and the Shah
in Tchran.

President Bani-Sadr, who was talking to journalists after an Iranian Revolu-
tion Council session held last night, Tuesday, added that the commission can
hold its mectings in Tehran to investigate the former Shah's crimes and the US
interference in Iran. He added that Imam Khomeini has also agreed to hold this
commission’s meetings in Tehran.

Dr. Bani-Sadr added that the way the above-mentiened commission will be
formed has also been approved and that the [ranian Islamic Revolution Council
has discussed this matter and endorsed it.

89. More on Gotbzadeh Remarks

LD200015 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian, 2330 GMT, 19 Feb. 80 LD.

[Text] According te a Pars News Agency report, Sadeq Gotbzadeh, Iranian
Minister of Foreign Affairs, refrained from giving his opinton about Iran’s steps
following the conclusion of work by the investigation commission on the Shah's
crimes. He said: These issues should be studied by the Iranian authorities at the
right time.

On his return from a tour in Europe, Sadeq Gotbzadeh was interviewed by a
Pars News Agency correspondent. He said that for us the results of the work of
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this commission are important. At any rate, the work of the commission in the
present circumstances is not in the least connected with the guestion of the
release of the hostages.

The Pars News Agency reporter asked: Are Waldheim's efforts also connected
with the composition of the commission investigating the Shah’s crimes in Iran
and are they not connected with the issue of the crisis in Iranian-US relations?

Gotbzadeh answered: [ am not interested in knowing Waldheim's or the United
States real motives. What is important to me, as a person who is responsible for
Iranian diplomacy, is the results to be obtained from discussing an issue to Iran’s
advantage; so that in a world where public opinion has been terribly aroused and
provoked against us the justice of our cause might be proved.

In conclusion, the Iranian Foreign Minister, while protesting the reports of
foreign newsmen and remonstrating against domestic journalists, said: Unfortu-
nately this issue has been so portrayed as to make it appear that the steps toward
holding the commission are contrary to the measures taken by the Muslim
Student Followers of the Imam’s Policy, when as a matter of fact such a thing is
quite untrue.

Gotbzadeh also emphasized: We ought to prepare public opinion in Panama
for the extradition of the deposed Shah and we should bring domestic pressure
to bear on Panama for the return of the former Shah to Iran. This will only be
possible when we [words indistinct].

90. Bani-Sadr Message to Waldheim

LD2031118 Tehran Domestic Service in Perstan, 1046 GMT, 20 Feb. 80 LD.

[Text] Abolhassan Bani-Sadr, the President of our country, in a telegram to
Kurt Waldheim, the United Nations Secretary-General, announced that the
members of the commission for the investigation of US past activities in the
internal affairs of Iran and the crimes, corruption and the treachery of
Mohammad Reza Pahlavi and his régime, can come to Tehran. The text of the
President’s cable to Waldheim is as follows:

Mr. Kurt Waldheim, Secretary-General of the United Nations: Now that the
demand of Imam Khomeini and the nation of Iran has been conceded regarding
the convocation of a court for the inquiry and investigation into past American
intervention in the internal affairs of Iran through the régime of the former
Shah, and investigation of their treachery, crimes and corruption, the commis-
sion, whose convocation and work have been agreed to by the Imam and the
Revolution Council of the Islamic Republic of Tran, can come to Iran.

[Signed] President and President of the Revolution Council of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, Abolhassan Bani-Sadr.

91, Muslim Students Read US “Documents”

LD210011 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian, 1908 GMT, 20 Feb. 80 LD.

[Meeting of Muslim Student Followers of the Imam’s Policy and news media
representatives in Tehran on 20 February—recorded.]

[Excerpts] Now let us listen to a radio-television interview conducted by the
Muslim Student Followers of the Imam’s Policy. The film of this interview will
be carried tomorrow night by the television following the news [begin uniden-
tified speaker recording]:

Today we face an enemy that the Imam has named the great Satan and this
century’s source of corruption. This is an enemy whose hands are stained with
the blood of Muslims and oppressed people of the world.



DOCUMENTS 399

The documents which will be read out today concern US attempts to establish
contact with the armed counter-revolutionary forces in order to weaken and
ultimately topple the Istamic Republic. America and its mercenary agents have
been in contact abroad with the exiles—namely, the mercenaries of Mochammad
Reza Pahlavi’s régime who fled Iran—in order to set up an opposition front.
Moreover, inside Iran, too, it was through separate actions doing the same
thing. We will deal with these two separately, that is, those operating abroad and
those active in Iran [passage indistinet].

We have certain documents dealing with external affairs. However, due to the
fact that there is no time to deal with them, only one document will be read
[passage omitled containing purported text of US document].

Now a document dealing with internal affairs, that is, contact with counter-
revolutionaries. One of those involved in this matter, people who, according to the
Iranian people, must be prosecuted, even if they are in America, is Mr. Charles
(Moss), former US Embassy chargé d’affaires in Iran. He was a [word indistinct]
diplomat [passage omiited containing purported text of US document).

The fact is thai they [the United States] will not give us our rights. We must
fight the Satan, especially the great Satan. We must struggle; America must
return to us our rights: that is, the extradition of the criminal Mohammad Reza
Pahlavi and the (Tastronomical) riches he has plundered, thus depriving this
poverty-stricken nation.

We call on the responsible officials to summon for investigation those who
have been in contact with the Forgan group. In particular, in the course of trials
held in the case of Forgan group (Mr. Constant), who is at present working at
the US State Department, must attend the trials and answer questions raised
during these investigations, so that we may see who is responsible for all the
bloodshed in this country. Natwrally, we consider the United States as having
had a share in such bloodshed (end recording].

92. AFP on Revelations

NC201834 Paris AFP in English, 1808 GMT, 20 Feb. 80 NC.

[Nick Phythian report ] .

[Excerpts] Tehran, 20 Feb. (AFP)—Islamic militants occupying the US
Embassy here today released *‘confidential” documents as evidence of attempts
by American diplomatic employees to unite counter-revolutionary elements
against Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini.

The ‘‘students”, who have been holding 50 Americans hostage since 4
November in an attempt to force the return of the ex-Shah and his wealth, said
the captives should be brought to court to testify on the activities of people
responsible for bloodshed in fran.

The Islamic “students”, who handed photocopies of certain Embassy docu-
ments to newsmen today, charged they showed that the United States had been
engaging “‘a spectrum of antirevolutionaries” to work against 70-year-old
Ayatollah Khomeini.

The militants said embassy officials had worked with political figures and
other factions of society who, if found to be pro-American, were introduced to
the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA).

They would then be “handled” and **used™ by the CIA, a spokesman for the
militants said.

The Embassy documents were reports of meetings held after the tevolu.
tion between Embassy officials and a number of people opposed to the new
régime.

One such person, Reydun Afshar, said it would be casy “'to recruit a force of
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20-30,000 men in Azarbayjan (northwestern Iran) and train them in the no-
man’s land along the Kurdish border™ to “take over northwestern Iran™.

Another document referred to a meeting in Paris between a member of the US
Embassy there and former housing and development minister Hushang Naha-
vandi, who spoke about an anticipated military coup to be launched from
Kordestan.

93, Khomeini Address 1o Nation

LD202151 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian, 2030 GMT, 20 Feb. 80 LD.

[*Message™ issued 20 February to the Iranian nation by Imam Khomeini,
*the leader of the Islamic Revolution of Iran™, in connection with mobilization
week—read by announcer.]

[Text] In the name of God, the compassionate, the merciful. May I thank the
honorable Iranian nation and the fruitful youth who have welcomed the general
mobilization, The defence of Islam and the Islamic State in times of danger
conslitutes a religious, divine and national duty which is binding on all strata and
groups.

At this sensitive juncture the nation is confronted by recalcitrant enemies and
by the superpowers, particularly the United States, which, thanks to its heinous
intervention throughout the unsurping monarchy of Mohammad Reza Pahlavi,
held back our nation from political, cultural and economic growth and pillaged
the riches of this poor nation. Should there be negligence and should the nation
fail to prepare itsel{ with all its might and perseverance against the foes of
humanity and should it refuse to make itself ready with a general mobilization,
which by the will of almighty God no power on carth could resist, and to fail 1o
prepare itself for the defence of the country and Islam it would be dragging itscll
and the country into destruction.

What has been achieved so far thanks to the great efforts of honorable men
and women prompts me to hope that they will be successful in the all-round
mobilization for military, ideological, moral and cultural training with the
succour of almighty God and will complete the practical military, partisan and
guerrilla training course in a manner worthy of a rising Islamic nation.

Strive to become increasingly powerful in science and action and, trusting in
almighty God, arm yourselves with weaponry and moral soundness since the
great God is with you and since the powerful hand which crushed the satanic
powers is the supporter of the divine society.

I hope that the general Istamic mobilization will become a model for all the
meek and Muslim nations in the world and that the 15th century of the Hegira
will become the century for smashing great idols and substituting Islam and
monotheism for polytheism and atheism, justice and fairness for injustice and
unfairness and the century of devoted men instead of uncultured cannibals.

O meek of the world, nse and rescue yourselves from the talons of nefarious
oppressors; and O zealous Muslims in various countries in the world, wake from
your sleep of neglect and liberate Islam and the Islamic countries from the
clutches of the colonialists and those subservient to them.

O honorable Iranian pation, continue your Islamic movement and do not
allow the aliens, whoever they may be, to interfere in your destiny, finally put an
end to acts of pillage and decisively demand from the United States and any
other government which may have risen in defence of Mohammad Reza Pahlavi,
the criminal who has wronged Islam and the nation, to return to us this criminal
and the tawful riches of the nation; and do not rest until final victory.

O God, be the support of our nation and our dear youth, since these people
have risen in order to please you, and with their movement they have driven
from the arena the foes of the faith: “Thou art truly able to do anything!” [quote
from Koran).
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A salute and wish of peace to the great nation and to the fighters along the
path of truth, independence and freedom!
[ Signed] Ruhollah Mosavi Khomeini, 20 February 1980.

94. Bani-Sadr: Commission's Wark not Related to Release

JN211857 Tehran International Service in Arabic, 1730 GMT, 21 Feb. 80 JN.

[Tex1] Dr. Abolhassan Bani-Sadr, President of the Islamic Republic of Iran,
stated today that the work of the international commission investigating the
deposed Shah's crimes is not directly connected to the issue of the release of the
US hostages.

In a statement to Radio Canada, Dr. Bani-Sadr declined to give information
on the release of the hostapes and on whether they will be released before or after
the publication of the international commission’s report. Dr. Bani-Sadr stressed
that thc]lranian Government is determined to bring the deposed Shah back for
trial in Iran.

95. Beheshti on Hostages '

LID281022 Budapest MTI in English, 0600 GMT, 28 Feb. 80 LD.

[Text] Budapest, 27 February, MTI—Istvan Ambrus, MTI's special corre-
spondent reports from Tehran:

Truth is one and indivisible, thus the justice system also has to be unified and
indivisible, stated Ayatollah Beheshti, member of the Islam Revolutionary
Council in Tehran. At present Beheshii fulfils the duties of prime minister and
was recently appointed as president of the Supreme Court.

The Ayatollah stated that the revolutionary courts, which have up until now
operated independently and frequently arbitrarily, which caused for many
criticisms, “will be integrated into a unified justice system under the control of
the Supreme Court within a month or two™. This system has to be [slamic from
the roots to the 10p, but this fwords indistinct] of the positive elements of forcign
legal practice.

The answer to the question of MTI's correspondent Beheshti said: At least ten
weeks are needed for the parliament to begin discussions in the affair of the
American hostages. The Majles will be formed six weeks from now, he said, and
following this further four weeks are needed by it for electing its president, vice-
presidents, leading organs. Even at the end of ten weeks It is not certain that the
Parliament already capable of operating will place the debate of hostage question,
considered to be of small importance, on its agenda as the first point. Even if it
does, the debate will be long and one cannot even guess when a final decision will
be made concerning the fate of the American hostages, said Beheshti.

Answering other questions Beheshti emphasized that Iran does not want to
isolate itself from the world, but it does not have and will not have in the future
cither need for any kind of relations in connection with the United States. Iran
can stand on its own feel and watchfully guards its independence. Any sort of
relation with the Americans, however, will automatically and obviously mean
the violation of this independence.

96. Rafsanjani on Hoslage Situation

LD271303 Tehran Azadegan in Persian, 21 Feb. 80, p. 5 LD.

[ Azadegar interview™” with actling [ranian Interior Minister Hashemi Rafsan-
jani; date and place not specified.] )

[Excerpts] fQuestion] As regards the Muslim students following the Imam’s
line, do you agree or disagree with their disclosures?
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[ Answer ] As regards the students, | think that they have taken a great stride
along the revolution path. Of course, cver since they went into action 1 have said
in interviews and specches that America was not leaving us alonc but was
scriously continuing to annoy us with its aggression, going as far as to extend
protection to the Shah.,

If we disrcgarded this, as happened in the past, America would make even
worse atiempts to destroy our revolution.

The action of the Students Following the Imam’s Policy resulted in the
repudiation of a1l America’s shameful plans. Fortunately, all the plans it made
were of no avail.

The most interesling point is that this was all accomplished by the people: if
the Government had interfered and imprisoned those spies, the matter would
not have been so important; after all, the Government is the Government and
has the power to do that. The important peint is that it was the pecople who
carried out the action, just as since the revolution began they have been carrying
out revolutionary acts; and we were, well, co-operating with public opinion. It
was a praiseworthy action, with the oppressed nation standing up to tyranny
and succeeding in achieving something. They have treated the hostages ex-
tremely well. They have maintained their position. This is one dimension of the
task. We approve this action, as we did in the past, since it represents a national
and popular measure carried out by a voung class of students.

This matter is not under the jurisdiction of the Revolution Council or the
Government; it was student action, and it is nol over yel.

As for the documents, yes, | must say that a scries of documents doces exist and
has been made public, and we must now sce how the people will judge them and
whether the accusations they contain are justified or not.

It was also logical for the Revolution Council to say that the radio and
television should prevent the students from making their disclosures on radio
and television, since it is wrong for the State radio and television to be made
available to one group directly, regardless of the esteem in which that group is
held, and for documents to be published if in the final analysis this is not
beneficial, or where the prosecutor has not yet stated his views. Thus it is illogical
for these documents to be published before an investigation has taken place. The
Revolution Council has said that there must bc some control over these
documents but did not go so far as to ban their publication completely. They can
be published through media other than the radio and television, which are not
the sole means of communicating information. There are other channels open
for the publication of these documents.

[ Question] The President of the Repubtic has spoken of the possibility of talks
with the Americans, after they have accepled the conditions, while the Imam has
issued strict instructions that the only conditions for the hostages’ release is the
return of the Shah. What is your view of this?

[ Answer{ The President also holds the view that there should be talks leading
to the Shah's return, After all, in order to obtain the Shah's return some talks are
necessary. if only to make them understand that they must return him and that
there is no place for compromise. Why should we compromise? Compromise
means giving up the nation’s interests; no, thal is not right.

[Question}] The reason that this question was raised here is Lhat the nation
docs not want such talks and relations. The nation wants to know whether or
not the contacts and talks to which Bani-Sadr refers are similar in nature to
those of Mr. Bazargan. Is he working for the return of the Shah decisively,
following the example set by the Imam?

[ Answer] Well, of course, since it would be illogical not to speak to them at
all, we must speak Lo them. In so far as we want the return of the Shah and our
wealth and we wish Lo tell them that we intend to get our money back, we must
talk to them. As a result of talks a committce of inquiry has been set up to gain
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the fulfilment of our rights. This is true, but there is no reason why we should
come to give up some of our rights and submit to pressure. No. And, in
principle, why should we compromise?

As regards our interests, T do not think that such a thing as compromise is
possible or that anyone, whether president of or foreign minister, who under-
stands the issue perfectly, could wish for compromise.

97. Late Report: Students Issue Statement No. 102

LD?11338 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian, i116 GMT, 21 Feb. 80 LD.

[Statement No. 102 of the Muslim Student Followers of the Imam’s Policy,
issued 21 February in connection with the general mobilization {basij-¢ omumi)
—read by announcer.]

[Excerpts] In the name of God, the compassionate, the merciful. O honorable
Iranian nation, continue your Islamic movement and do not allow the aliens,
whoever they may be, to interfere in your destiny; put an end forever to acts of
plundering and decisively demand from the United States and any other
government which may have risen in defence of the criminal to Islam and the
nation, Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, the return to us of this criminal and the
stolen riches of the nation. Do not rest until final victory! This is from Imam
Khomeini’s message on the occasion of the general mobilization.

The militant and heroic Iranian nation is today in the process of mobilization
because the enemies of Islam and of the oppressed, namely the colonialist
superpowers and particularly criminal America, are lying in wait for an
opportunity, which exists in their futile and chimerical imaginations, to deceive
the militant nation, to destroy the momentous Islamic Revolution, whose
roaring waves have shaken the palaces of all the oppressors, and to rule over the
dear and rich Islamic country. What vain indulgence in fanciful dreams! Our
nation and our mighty and revolutionary Islamic culture regard every day as a
day of "Ashura and martyrdom, and every place as Karbala [the region where
Imam Husayn was martyred] and as arena for battle against the enemy.

The nation knows that this divine school and this Islamic nation regards no
honour as being greater than that of martyrdom, for whose attainment recog-
nizes no particular time and place.

Today is a day of blood and martyrdom and a day of the Iranian nation's
mobilization against all the aggressive occupiers, particularly America—an
America that must deliver to our nation the fugitive Mohammad Reza and the
assets he has stolen. America must realize that the longer it delays this matter,
the more it exposes its anti-mankind nature to the world. In delaying the return
of the Shah and his assets, any expectation of clemency with regard to the
hostages will be a foolish one.

Today is a day of general mobilization against oppression and idolatry and a
day of the great nation’s mobilization to uproot blasphemy, polytheism and
discord, as well as a day of mobilization to wrest our rights and those of the
oppressed in the world from the mighty.

Yes, the only way 10 the victory of the Islamic nation lies in 2 universal and
all-embracing mobilization against the Eastern and Western superpowers,
particularly criminal America—a mobilization to incorporate not only a military
dimension. but also the ideological, cultural and ethical ones, and a mobilization
to make criminals tremble in fear and dispatch them to extinction.

Yes, a nation which has been mobilized and which is ready for battle against
the cruel and plundering enemy is a victorious one. A nation whose young ones
are marching forward, imbued with military and combat preparedness and with
all the various military techniques, and which in its confrontation with satans
and superpowers, particularly the great Satan, has adorned its trenches with
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martyrdom and imbued its character with the nature and character of Islam and
with its revolutionary culture, will be victorious.

Yes, being militarily powerful and having valour, bravery and faith are the
main conditions for overcoming the enemy. Giving military training to the
unarmed and inexpericnced ones and arming them and imbuing the skilled and
armed ones with piety are the most fundamental of our duties and particularly
the dutics of the valtant and lively young ones.

There is no doubt that the highest priority in the programme of mobilization,
which aims at defending [slam, the Islamic countries and the Muslim nation,
should be focused on cfforts, carried out with ever greater unity and cohesion in
the solid ranks in the service of Islam and the revolution and the path of the
Imam, to honour the blood of the militant Iranian nation’s martyrs.

Let us strive in this mobilization to advance our great Islamic movement, led
by the great leader, Imam Khomeini, untii all military, political and cultural
dependence has been severed.

O Lord, our nation has taken up arms to march, group after group, army after
army, in a collective way under the Imam’s lcadership and in the path of Imam,
who is a revolutionary and a great source of inspiration and who is uncompro-
mising. Grant us victory over the enemy.

[ Signed] The Mustim Student Followers of the Imam’s Policy.

98. Bani-Sadr Discusses Return of Shah, Hostages

LD211104 Tchran Domestic Scrvice in Persian, 1048 GMT, 21 Feb. 80 LD.

[Text] Dr. Abolhassan Bani-Sadr, President of Iran, in an interview with
Canadian Radio last night. emphasized that the Government of the Islamic
Republic of fran is firmly determined to get the deposed Shah back and put him
on trial.

Dr. Bani-Sadr, the Eranian President, also announced that the work of the
international commission of investigation into the crimes of the deposed Shah
has no dircet connection with the release of the hostages in the US Embassy in
Tehran.

99. AFP: Unitcd Nations Envoy Discusses Investigating Commission .

NC221530 Paris AFP in English, 1521 GMT, 22 Feb. 80 NC.

[Text] Geneva, 22 Feb. (AFP)—The United Nations commission investiga-
ting Iran’s former impcrial régime will leave Geneva this weekend, Tran’s United
Nattons Ambassador Mansour Farhang said here today. The commission, held
up [word indistinct] Wednesday, will leave either Saturday or, at the latest,
Sunday night, said Mr. Farhang, here for the 36th scssion of the Human Rights
Commission. Mr. Farhang denied there was any political rcason for the
commission’s delay of in Geneva [sentence as received]. “*We were simply not
ready Lo receive them.” he said, “and they would have lost several days in
Tehran if they had come right away.”

The Iranian diplomat blamed the American Government for the delay, noting
that Tran had asked for the commission two months ago. “Itis ridiculous after two
months to rush things in this affair without even awaiting an official acceptance of
the commission by the Iranian Government™, said Mr. Farhang.

He said he did not know il the commission would meet the hostages at the
American Embassy in Tehran, but said that did not scem “imporiant™ to him.
The diplomat added, "that might be important from a humanitarian point of
view but that does not matter™.

Mr. Farhang stressed that there is not a dircct trade-off between the entry of
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the commission into Iran and the freeing of the hostages. He said the idea of
such a deal did not fit into “'today’s Iranian politics”.

Mr. Farhang, wha will return to New York Saturday, also stressed that the
commission [words indistinct] involved investigating international problems. It
is a question of crimes committed by a régime installed in 1953 (?by the) United
States and perpetuating itself with continued American assistance.”

“It is a question of a problem which is larger than Iran. That is why the
formation of an international investigating commission is legitimate.”

Mr. Farhang concluded that he did not doubt the Iranian-American crisis
would be resolved and with it the matter of the hostages.

100. Khomeini Says Majles Must Decide Hostages’ Fate

LD231134 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian, 1030 GMT, 23 Feb. 80 LD.

[Text of message issued 23 February by Imam Khomeini, the leader of Lhe
Islamic Revolution, in connection with the issue of taking hostages and the
importance of the tasks of the Islamic Consultative Assembly—read by announ-
cer.]

[Text] In the name of God, the compassionate, the merciful. The crimes of the
deposed Shah are not something that have been or will be forgotten by the nation.
It is patently clcar that Mohammad Reza Pahlavi rendered us subservient to the
United States from every point of view, whether lrom the economic and political,
the cultural and military, or from the moral and human viewpoints. If he had had
the chance, he would have dealt an irreparable blow to Islam.

Everyone knows that his hand and that of his father were soaked with the
blood of young and old of this land. Massacres, imprisonments, tortures and
exiles were daily occurrences of that odious régime. Thanks to backing and
support from the US Government, the Shah resorted to these barbarous crimes
and bled cur nation white.

Regarding this filthy dynasty and the United States and its ageats, our nation
will not give up its righteous struggles.

Let the Iranian Government and His Excellency the President of the Republic
devote all their ¢ffort to the retrieval of the traitorous Shah and the retrieval of
the [ranian people’s riches from him, since the valiant nation is not giving up in
this, their just demand, and will not take a single step backward.

One of the indications of the demand is the occupation of the den of
espionage, an act which enjoys the support of the nation, and this cannot be
anything except a reaction to the crimes of the US Government.

Now that the commission investigating and studying past US interventions in
Iran’s interna}l affairs through the bloodletting Shah régime is being realized,
thanks to the cfforts of his excellency the President of the Republic and Lhe
Islamic Revolution Council of Iran, the crimes of the United States and the Shah
will be proved.

On that day it is essential that the dear invalids and the heroes of our
revolution should attend the forum of the commission and that the families of
the martyrs should send their petition documents on the crimes of the Shah and
the United States to the court.

As I have repeatedly said, we demand the return of the Shah and the riches of
the nation from him, The Muslim and combatant students who occupied the den
of cspionage, have by their revolutionary deed dealt a crushing body blow
against the world-devouring United States and have thereby made the nation
proud.

But since in the near future the representatives of the people will meet at Lhe
Islamic Consultative Assembly, the issue of the bostages will be up to the
representatives of the people so that they can decide about the release of the
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hostages and the concessions they should obtain in return for their release, since it
is the Franian people who should have a voice in the coursc of political cvents.

Of course, unuil the setting up of the Islamic Consultative Assembly, the
Revolution Council and His Excellency the President of the Republic will
continue their cfforts pertaining to the return of the Shah and the nation’s riches
and the political coursec of events that would pave the ground for the
implementation of such demands.

I beseech almighty God to grant victory to Islam and defeat the foes of Islam.

[ Signed] Ruhollah Mosavi Khomeini. [Dated] 23 February 1980.

101. Students’ Reaction

LD231216 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian, 1030 GMT, 23 Feb. 80 LD.

[Text] According to the public relations office of the Muslim Student
Followers of the Imam’s Policy. the students stationed at the spy nest were
jubilant and staged extensive demonstrations following the broadcast of the
Imam’s message at 1400 and the emphasis made by the Imam on the question of
hostage taking. They were also jubilant about his re-emphasis of the will and
determination of the combative Iranian nation for the return of the deposed
Shah and his plundered assets from the hands of criminal America.

The students chanted slogans such as: “We are your soldiers, O K homeini; we
abide by your orders, O Khomeini!™; “Extradition of the criminal Shah is the cry
of our nation; Khomeini's lcadership is the foundation of our unity”, and
*70,000 marwyrs, hundreds of thousands of wounded; compromise no more,
surrender no more”,

At the conclusion of the demonstrations, Hojjat ol-Eslam Mosavi Kho'ini,
who is staying at the spy nest with the Muslim students, cxplained and analysed
the Imam’s historic message.

102. Student Statement No. 104

LD231756 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian, 1630 GMT, 23 Feb! 80 LD.

[Statement No. 104 (as heard) of the Muslim Student Followers of the Imam’s
Policy, date not given-—read by announcer.]

[Text) In the name of God, the compassionate, the merciful. Greetings to you,
the inheritor of Hoscyni! Greetings to you, the inheritor of the blood shed for
God, the blood that was victorious over the sword! Greetings to you, oh Imam,
whosc messuge has breathed spirit into the corpses of the dead!

Greetings 10 you, oh leader, whose guidance has led the lost to the path and
who has dispelled from the mind of the cnemy the temptation of attacking the
nation’s caravan! Oh hope of all the oppressed, we have heard your brave
message., and all have heard it; fricnd, encmy. all have listened. The enemy has
once again been given to understand that they are faced with a nation that will
not take a single step back in reaching its objectives.

The world-devouring America, the great devil and the century’s mother of
corruption, has understood that now as always Khomeini is fighting with a roar
and with power. The mind of the Islamic world is in tune with Khomeini’s
rhythm. Eventually, this world-devourer must surrender in the face of the will of
this nation.

Oh ycs, oh inheritor of all those throughout history who have carried
messages. We have heard the message of your order, and it is sufficient that
before God you have testified to our Islamic nature [Eslamiyat]. [The sensc here
is that the !mam has approved of what the students are doing.] This is despite
what the satans and their friends may whisper to the contrary.
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America, the criminal and fundamental enemy, has understood that you have
made us soldiers in order to strike at it. The great and heroic nation of Iran, too,
has also testified to this reality and will continue to do so. Before God and before
the martyr-nurturing nation of Iran, we testify that we will enter into accord

“with you, that we will be your obedient soldicrs. With the assistance of God. we
will be steadfast in this alliance.

You have ardered that the matter of the hostages is to be the concern of the
representatives of the nation who will be mecting in the Islamic Consultative
Assembly. Oh yes! The leader has always said that the deciding factor is the vote
of the people and we had no other expectations from him. As for us, it makes us
very proud that the nation is supporting our actions. We, too, shall always
submut to the decision of our struggling and brave nations. Let us hope that alf
segments of the nation, from the most humblc individual to those responsible for
the nation, will be able 1o be worthy soldiers in the fulfilment and realization of
your orders.

Muslim Student Followers of the Imam’s Policy.

103. Meeting with Gotbzadeh

LD241117 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian, 1055 GMT, 24 Feb. 80 LD.

[Text] According to the Pars News Agency, the first mecting between the
United Nations commission of inquiry and the Foreign Minister of the Islamic
Republic dealt with the commission’s work schedule and working arrangements.
Following the meeting, a joint announcement was issued as follows:

The members of United Nations commission on inquiry met the Foreign
Minister for 90 minutes. This was their first meeting with Iranian officials. The
meeting basically dealt with the commission’s work schedule and working
arrangements in Tehran. The commission was assured that there exists a
satisfactory basis for copsidering substantial and practical issucs. Consequently,
the commission will begin its inquiry with regard to its assignment.

Assurances made by the Foreign Minister concerning co-operation with the
commission are a source of encouragement for the commission.

104. Student Interview

LD215022 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian, 0112 GMT, 25 Feb. 80 LD.

[Interview with Student Followers of the Ilmam’s Policy in Tehran on 24
February; reporters, students not identified—recorded.]

[Text] Following the broadcast yesterday of the message of Imam Khomeini,
leader of the lslamic Revolution of Tran, which was mainly concerned with the
takeover of the US den of espionage by the Muslim Student Followers of the
Imam’s Pelicy and the problem of the hostages and which stressed the policy
demanding the return of the deposed Mohammad Reza and his stolen assets,
today our colleagues have interviewed several of the Muslim Student Followers
of the Imam’s Policy, which we broadcast now at the end of our news bulletin.

[ Question} Let us start tonight’s interview with the Imam’s recent message,
which was broadcast yesterday, and let us discuss the many accusations brought
against the Muslim students and the den of cspionage. I would like to know
[word indistinct] when this message was broadcast? We know that at the start of
your revolutionary move you were supported by the Imam.

[ Answer] [n the name of God, the compassionate, the merciful. The Imam’s
message provided a lot of guidance, as all his messages before. The Imam has
guided us with his messages. He has guided the entire nation and us as part of
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the nation. He has solved our problems and clarified uncerlginties. But before
talking about the Imam’s recent message regarding the den of cspionage, it is
worth mentioning the matter confirmed by the Imam again. [ think the short
abscnce of the Imam during this period has created a situation in which the
Imam has spoken very little and the people have been less able to take advantage
of his guidance.

It was very difficult to accept such a problem but it taught us a great lesson,
and that is: this short absence teaches us to be always ready on the scene and the
people themselves should all be the gueardians of the revolution and the
guardians of the path of the revolution, which is the path of the Imam. This will
be a strong guarantce for the continuation of our revolution, and we can be
certain, then, that our revolution will continue and will not divert from the
Imam'’s policy.

The Imam’s policy is the right way to govern the revolution, because all the
individual members of the nation, alt the Muslim individuals and all of those
who have faith in the revolution are the guardians of this policy, They are all the
guardians of this revolution. This is a greal lesson which we should learn, God
willing. And we should be responsible in encountering all the problems, and we
must announce our ideas and feel responsible. But the message of the Imam
yesterday had many peints and subjects, if we want to talk about the Imam’s
message in full detail it would not be possible. Therefore we will discuss points
which arc more important and talk to our brothers about thesc points.

There is one subject which we come across in all the Imam’s messages and that
is the decisiveness of the Imam. [t shows in the slogans used against America in
the past, and in the demand about the Shah, a criminal who betrayed Iran and
commitled crimes in this country {or many years. Now he has escaped from the
grip of the nation. but he should be surrendered to this nation. The United
States must surrender to this right demand of the nation and give the Shah back
to the nation of kran.

The Imam has emphasized in his message that the nation will not step back
from its demand till 1t reaches its goal.

The next problem concerns the [slamic Consultative Assembly. The Imam has
said that Iran owes its revolution Lo the nation, and that the continuation of this
movement depends on the people. They have proved that what they said was not
only a slogan, and they feel responsible toward their [word indistinct]. Thus it is
up to the nation to decide. For this reason the Tmam said: The decision
regarding the late of the hostages will be made by the representatives of the
nation who will gather in the Islamic Consultative Assembly in the future.

The problem scems to be that because of the American hard linc attitude in not
surrendering to the nation’s will and not giving back the Shah, the Imam has left
this problem to the Majles. All the recent American hopes 1o save these spies have
been shattered as a result of the Imam’s recent message. It became clear that the
hostages will remain at the disposal of the nation of Iran till the following months
when the Islamic Consultative Assembly convenes, when the representatives of
the nation will gather and makc a decision about the hostages.

After the [slamic Consultative Assembly is formed, as the Imam has said, the
Majles should review what concessions il should receive from America so that in
exchange it may free the hostages. The Majles should decide on this matter.
Naturally, the decisions of the Majles, which consists of the representatives of the
nation and which is a true reflection of the nation, should be in accordance with
the nation’s wishes. The nation’s wishes have always been those of the Imam. The
views of the nation and the Imam arc inseparable and the Majles deputies wili
decide accordingly, and their decisions will be carried out.

One of the important points in the Imam’s message was the extremely vital and
sensitive point that the nation has deemed that i1t should be involved in the
country's internal affairs and pelitical issues and follow these issues as observers. -
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The duties of the Revolution Council and the President, as outlined by the
Imam, were that the issue of the extradition of the Shah should be pursued
decisively, without the slightest hesitation, with a grealer momentum and with
unity of expression. The issue of the role of the people in political affairs is an
extremely important point, to which the Imam had referred clearly in his
message.

The philesophy behind the point that the nation and the representatives of the
people should decide regarding the hostages and the right against America could
therefore be (?cxplained) thus: that the people should take part in political
‘affairs. We know that this issuc is extremely vital, because, if’ a country’s backing
and capital arc the people, if the country relies on its people, then the country’s
capital, those slum-dwellers and mountain-dwellers, would not possibly allow
foreigners and plunderers to force an illegal, illegitimate and irrelevant issue on
the nation. They sce themselves (7as part of) all the affairs of the country; they
would sce that their wishes are granted. Other pcople do not decide for the
nation, they themselves do. They welcome martyrdom; they fight the enemies;
they would not retreat in the slighiest in the face of the enemy. All that could
only be successful if all the nation is involved in the affairs of the country. The
most sensitive gauge for all the dangers and deviations is that of the nation,
when it has a role in the country and sees that it is dealing with its future and is
responsible to secure and guarantee the future. The nation would definitely not
stay silent in the facc of dangers and deviations.

What [ should explain, in reference to the Imam’s message, is the direction of
the struggle and thal of the lranian Revolution against the murderous United
States, and the [word indistinct] that the Imam had in his message, to the effect
that the occupation of the den of espionage, is in lact a blow to the world-
devouring United States.

The {?slogan) [word indistinct] that they put forward, that his stolen wealth
should be returned, is in fact [words indistinct] the angry slogan of the [words
indistinct] Iranian people against the United States, who by sheltering Moham-
mad Reza, and in fact by protecting him, is involved in a conspiracy against the
Iranian Islamic Revolution. When the nation stated that the fugitve Moham-
mad Reza and the wealth that he has plundered from the Iranian nation should
be returned to the Iranian nation by the US Government, it was in fact a fword
indistinct] and scholastic struggle against America. With the same severity and
decisiveness that it stated that Mohammad Reza should leave Iran and that the
monarchical régime should be overthrown, the whole nation shouts that
America should return Mohammad Reza.

The returning of Mohammad Reza and the wealth that he has taken with him,
his trial and in fact cxposing the criminal face of America and the (?Govern-
ment) of America, the exposing of the disgraced face of the previous régime——
which was a puppet of the US Government—is a great victory of the {ranian
Islamic Revolution.

When this slogan was stated, the Imam himsell’ put forward the slogan. He
said that there is a revolution in Iran again, a great revolution. The question of
the return of Mohammad Reza, his tnal and punishment is definitely separaie
from this movement of the Islamic Revolution of Iran toward establishing a
monotheistic system [words indistinct] the slopan itself, the returning of
Mohammad Reza is a (?great) blow to the criminal United States.

As the Imam has often said in his messages the directton of this {word
indistinct] and the direction of our revolution are toward the severence of
dependences on the United States. The criminal United States which, during the
reign of the Pahlavi régime—that puppet of the United States, [passage
indistinet] the returning of Mohammad Reza is a slep in that direction; the
ending of all dependences, as the Imam says, is the fact the continuation of the
movement [passage indistinct]. It is a slogan that hus taken shape again in the
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hearts of the world’s oppressed [words indistinct] that with their solidarity and
movemenlt, following the Tranian Islamic Revolution, they could decisively
deliver fatal blows to the superpowers, especially the criminal United States, and
reach the goals they have been aiming for,

[Question} [Words indistinct} about differences of opinion between you and
Mr. Bani-Sadr, the President of our country, It is that groups and individuals,
who are not unknown of ¢coursc. try to magnify them. I would like to ask you
whether there are any differences of opinion between you and Bani-Sadr?

[ Answer] Caoncerning the issue of the presidency we belicve that, due to the
status quo in our society, the President and the Government should have com-
plete power. That is, we need a powerful central government that will face up to
the many problems our revolution is faced with at this stage, and overcome them.
Hc has stressed this point, too. The various problems we have in every corner of
the country—on the borders, cconomic problems and or the fact that we are
dependent in some cases—should be ended by the revolution. All this requires a
powerful central government that will face up to these problems. The way such a
government could attain power is, as our revolution has proved, the [word
indistinct] of the victory of our revolution, is the Imam’s policy; it is the Imam’s
policy that prolonged the revolution and is the guarantor of the continuation of
the revolution. The Imam’s policy itself will be the key to the victory of the
revolution and the key to power. That is, as long as the government or any
responsible official follow the Imam’s policy, they will attain the necessary power
to confront and solve the problems and advance the revolution. If this line is not
followed, the neccssary power to confront the problems will not be attained. The
key to power and solidarity in our soctety is the Imam’s policy.

About the diffcrences of opinion that have been mentioned and [words
indistinct] we believe that if differcnces in opinion or laste exist between
(?bodies) who wish to serve the revolution earnestly and who have no intention
but 1o serve the revolution—as between the Muslim students following the
Imam’s policy and the President—we believe that such differences are small
differences between two brothers which can definitely be settled by the father of
the family, cspecially when all of us, all the tranian nation, all the responsible
officials and all the [word indistinct] of the revolution have faith in and love for
the father and serve him and follow his path with all their might. When we have
such [word indistinct] our Imam, the father of the family [words indistinct]
obedicnce and acceptance of the father’s views, the differences between the two
brothers, and brothers in general, will be solved.

[CQuestion] Would you be willing {0 have a debate with the President about
scttling the differences?

[ Answer] The occasion has not arisen, but there is no objection.

[Question] Could you possibly express your view on the international
commission of inquiry into the crimes of Mohammad Reza Pahlavi; [words
indistingt) the Imam has approved this. Your view is not different to that of the
Imam, but nevertheless, please state your view.

[ Answer ] The commission which has been formed to investigate the erimes of
Mohammad Reza and the United States [words indistinct] the issue of the crimes
of the Shah and the United States is not a small and (Punimportant) one; [words
indistingct] the crimes committed against the Iranian nation by Mohammad Reza
on the orders of the United States, arc vast in dimension [word indistinet] so
clear to the Iranian nation, that the denial of the issue proves under cover [words
indistinct].

When the commission comes to lran, sees the crimes of Mohammad Reza and
the United States, sces what he has done 1o the nation and sees its extent, it could
not fail to be aware. Even the [ranian nation is not aware of the full extent of the
crimes. The Shah himsell should come and explain, The crimes he has
commitied should be recited by the Shah himself, in an Islamic court.
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[Question] Maybe the Shah could explain the [word indistinct] treacheries.
Maybe he was [word indistinct] but not aware of it.

[Answer] [Words indistinct] all the orders for the crimes, killings and
imprisoaments were given by him. Nobody else had the right to issue orders in
the country, [Words indistinct] and the natural conclusion of the commission
would be to condemn these crimes, to relate the crimes to the United States and
condemn them and [words indistinct] the crimes of this superpower and its
puppect for the nations.

The commission’s investigation of the crimes of the Shah and the United
States has no connection with the release of the hostages. The issue of the
hostages has, on the whole, been turned over to the nation and the represenla-
tives of the nation by the Imam. The commission will investigate the crimes of
thc Shzh and the United States.

[Question] As the Imam has been indisposed due 1o illness for some fime,
rumours have been spread about the students (ollowing the Imam’s policy and
the den of espionage which have, unfortunately, intensified. Some of the
problems and ambiguities were cleared as a result of the Imam’s message. Do
you have any explanations concerning the rumours?

f Answer | The source of most of the rumours should be sought in the White
House, a house comaminated by the numerous crimes commitied by the
American leaders. America has spread many rumours through its agents in Iran,
who are not few, who want to return [words indistinct] Mohammad Reza to
power, or [words indistinct] SAVAK agents, former Rastakhizis. counter-
revolutionaries. They (?beg) America to break-up the decisiveness of self-
confidence of the nation by spreading rumours and creating division.

If we regard America as the Imam does, jwords indistinct] as the great Satan,
[words indistinct] that tries to create division in any way possible, regains its
bases, if it reinfiltrates in the various levels of our society, strikes blows against
our revolution and tries to make it deviate, if we recognize this great Satan, we
will not heed rumours; we will try to stop them and reject them. In view of the
Imam’s reiterations, the source of these rumours is obvious.

Concerning the Embassy, the den of espionage, and the rumours spread about
here: they are not merely rumours. We somelimes sce a scries of actions whose
source is again the United States. A few nights ago, bullets were fired from
around the den of espionage on the brother guards of the Revolution Guards
Corps, the fighting brothers who guard this place day and night. Such things are
done to lower morale, and destroy self-contidence.

[ Question] Did this shooling create an incident?

[ Answer | Fortunately not.

[ Question] Were the perpetrators identified?

[Answer] In the pursuit that followed no trace was found; but whal we
definitely know, as you saw in the revelations, is that American agents and those
who support Amenca are desperately trying to commit such attacks.

[Question] This is done to lower the morale of the students stationed here?

[Answer | Yes.

[ Question] For my last question, let us talk about the revelations. May [ ask,
as you asked the people to declare if they are in favour of the revelations—and
they carnestly did by way of marches, telegrams and telephone [words indistinct]
herc—the question arises why are the revelations not continued at speed, and
why are they briel and not continuous? When the people encounter brief
revelations they see the atmosphere that is ¢reated in society [as heard] against
your revelations, and become anxious and [words indistinct).

[ Answer} The point that is [words indistinct] this movement was the issuc of
the revelations. [Words indistinet} the issue has perhaps been put forward
incorrectly and [words indistinct] they sce the whole of the movement in the
revelations, that is, as the movement is against the United States, they consider it
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active and (Teffective} as long as the revelations continue and the people arc
informed of the documents that arc here. While it is obvious (hat this is not the
wholc of the issuc. the revelation issue is a small part of the movement. If we
remember what the Imam has repeatedly said. [words indistinct] this is the
struggle of our revolution against America, the struggle of all Islam against all
paganism; this is a great movement our revolution has embarked on and has
placed America—the great demigod of the West, the symbol of crime in the
world—in a maze. It is 4 grcat movement. To limit it (o the revelations alone is
definitely not the correct thing to do. Al the revelations will be finished one day
but the movement will not come to an end. The movement will conlinue until the
great demigod is broken and the oppressed are saved. )

[Question] Forgive me, but I believe thc pecople have rccognized this
movement and this is why they demand a once and for all revelation, so that you
may, without any worry, get on with your main movement.

[ Answer] As for these revelations they have a positive result, for they identify
US bases in our sociely. There is no doubt that continuing these revelations will
culminate in our people having a better knowledge of America, particularly the
complex operations involved therein. Consequently, they will be in a better
position 1o sce the cards the United States is holding and therefore face it. This is
certain. Having said that, we believe that all these things should be made public,
50 that we as part of the nation, may (?maintain) control of the spy nest and the
spics, check all their evidence and then make them public. We consider this our
duty, a duty we shall uphold.

As for the problems raised in this connection, the recent dithiculties concerned
with the mcthod of revelation and the question that before making these
revelations they should be made available to the authoritics—such as the public
prosecutor—we held the view that most of these documents may not be of great
signtficance within the context of the public prosecutor’s laws and criteria. [t is
possible that the man against whom evidence has been uncarthed at the spy nest
could not be prosecuted. However, we believe that these documents are important
enough as far as the people are concerned. The people must know what sort of
operations that America, the Number 1 enemy ol this nation and the main
perpetrator of the crimes committed in this country. has been involved in.

Morcover, the people should know about relations between individuals and
America. We have no intention of passing any judgments as to whether these
individuals should be punished or left alone; orif they are to be punished how the
punishment should be administered. All we say is that the nation should be
informed.

For instance, the case may involve the participation of an individual in a
reception given by the US Embassy, where he has told some US Embassy staff
that he is opposcd to Khomeini. Well, considering our laws—our Islamic
Revolution laws—such an individual should not stand rial. After all, this is not
a dictatorship where if somconc opposes the Imam he should be exccuted, for
this does not merit even a trial. That person cannot be summoned by the public
prosccutor. However, we believe our people must realize that such an individual
has gonc to the US Embassy and told the staff he was against Khomeini. Even if
the public prosecutor cannot punish him, the people should be informed of the
incident. Consequently, we believe that these documents belong to the nation,
that it is our duty to make them public. God willing, all the documents
unearthed here shall be made public.

105. Mobilization Headquarters Issues 9-Point Resolution

LLD25t854 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian, 1640 GMT, 25 Feb. 80 LD.
[Resolution of the lranian National Mobilization Headquarters read out at a
ceremony on 25 February in front of the US Embassy it Tchran.]
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[Text] I. With the military mobilization decreed by Imam Khomeini we shall
develop our combat-readiness and are rcady with all our might to deliver a
crushing answer (0 any superpower aggression against our country’s national
sovereignty, independence and territorial intcprity.

2. With a cultural and ideological mobilization and the greatest jihad aimed at
bringing about fraternal relationships between and mercy toward one another
and at the elimination of the decadent imperial culture and Westoxication
[gharb zadegi], we shall strive to establish the system of Islamic rule.

3. With an economic mobilization and with emphasis on less consumption
and on cfforts to increase output, we shall tear away the chains of cconomic
dependence.

4. With our political mobilization, which is none other than reliance upon the
Imam’s leadership and the people’s sovereignly in State affairs and political
developments, as well as oversecing all aspects of the country’s life, we shall no
longer allow any deviation to appear in the Islamic path.

5. We regard the Imam’s message on the first anniversary of the revolulion as
a clear manifestation of the domestic and foreign policy of the Islamic
Revolution of Iran and call upon all those in charge in the executive organs, with
their all-cmbracing mobilization, to move in the path of the Imam and that of
ihe revolution.

6. We declare that the Iranian nation decisively demands the extradition of
the criminal Mohammad Reza and the return of the wealth stolen from Iran
from the criminal Government of America and that it will not retreat one single
step in its bid to vindicate its right.

7. We express our support for the struggling Iranian people’s vote for the
presidency of brother Abolhassan Bani-Sadr and stress that as long as he moves
along the path of the Imam, he shall not shirk from giving any assistance or
making anv sacrifices for the achievemnent of his Islamic objectives.

8. While rencwing our support for the Muslim Student Followcrs of the
Imam’s Pelicy, we demand that the documents available at the den of espionage,
which are national documents, be revealed so thal our militant nation can betier
identify the (aces of its encmies.

9. With an all-embracing mobilization we shall elect committed representa-
tives to the Islamic Consultative Assembly who believe in the Imam’s policy and
who will not retreat one step in the struggle against the enemies of Islam, led by
world-devouring America,

106. Bani-Sadr Gives Interview on Hostages, Foreign Relations

DW?261141 Hamburg ARD Television Network in German, 2130 GMT, 25
Feb. 80 DW.

[Correspondents Enke and Danesh interview with Iranian President Abolhas-
san Bani-Sadr, in Tehran; original language unknown—recorded.)

[Text] fQuestion] Mr. President, the international investigating commitice
will now begin its work. Will it merely analyse the evidence, will il interrogate
witnesses or will it also hand down a sort of verdict, and above all, what other
concrele pre-conditions must be created for pulling an end to the occupation of
the US Embassy in Tehran?

[Answer] 1 raised a condition during the presidential elections, namely that
the US Government must condemn its past in Iran. 1 further stated that the
special commitment of mankind today means that those who are stronger forego
methods of oppression for moral reasons. The United States must admit its guilt
and refrain from making this mistake again. Well, Carter has not accepted this
and thus created a new situation. This also calls for new measures. In any event,
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it is the task of the committee to investigate the crimes of the Shah and his
dependence on the United States and to make the results known to the world
public. The committee has no other mission.

[ Question] Mr, President, Ayatollah Khomeini and the students stand by
their maximum demands, namely the extradition of the Shah and the return of
his foreign assets. How do vou propose to prevail with your concept?

[Answer] Any solution to this problem must in any event be acceptable lo
Ayatollah Khomeini. So if a solution is found it means that Khomeini has
accepted it, that all of us have approved.

[ Ouestion ] Mr. President, how do you visualize Iran’s relations with the West,
and above ail with the Federal Republic of Germany, after the solution of the
topical problems?

[Answer] What we want to be is an independent country. The existing
dependencies arc impediments and difficulties for us which we must eliminate.
Theretore, we are compelled to cnter into new relations with the countries of the
world. We do not see any sound basis in the former relations between the Shah’s
régime and Europe, the United States and the Far East, meaning Japan, so that
we will not resume this kind of relations. If Europe were prepared to pursue a
policy independent from the superpowcers we would have an historic opportunity
for co-operating with the European States, and that in all fields. The condition is
the independence from the superpowcer. But il the Europeans do not live up to
this precondition, for instance, then there is no economic necessity for us to
purchase large-scale industrial installations which are built oaly in the West and
to trade with them.

We can begin with small economic units and thus score headway slowly. We
are aware that these cxperiences have been gained in the world. We are prepared
to gain this experience as well. We do not want Lo sacrifice our independence to
cconomic relations such as those which formerly existed. So if Europe refuses to
respond to our concept we will establish relations with those countries which
wish 1o co-operate with us likewise in independence from the superpowers—
relations which will not deprive us of the chance for independence.

107. Beheshti: Ten Weeks Before Release of Hostages Can Be Discussed

WA270724 London Reuter in English, 0717 GMT, 27 Feb. 80 WA,

[Text] Tehran, Iran, 27 Feb. Reuter—The secretary of [ran’s ruling Revolution-
ary Council said today it would take nearly ten weeks before the Iranian parlia-
ment could begin discussing the release of 50 American hostages held in Tehran.

Ayatollah Mohammad Beheshti told reporiers that even if the Islamic
Assembly, duc for election next month, made the hostages its first business,
debate on the issue was unlikely to start for two-and-a-half months.

“How much time they then necd to reach the last conclusion, T don’t know™,
Dr. Bcheshti said.

Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini handed aver the [16-day-old hostage problem
to the future parliament in a statement last weckend, saying that the assembly
would have to decide what concessions Fran should expect in return for the
caplives’ releases.

Although the new assembly is due to sit for the first time around 7 April, Dr.
Beheshti said it would take about a month for the body to organize itself, elect a
specaker and work out its procedurcs of business.

“Parliament will sit in six weeks’ time but its session to discuss the hostages
will perhaps be after ten weeks, because parliament needs nearly four weeks to
organize itsell”’, he said.

Asked whether he thought the parliamentary debate would be a long process,
Dr. Beheshti said “perhaps™.
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He also indicated that it was still possible that Ayatollah Khomeini might
decide the hostages’ fate himself, even though the ailing revolutionary leader had
passed on the problem to Iran’s future deputies.

108. Vacating of Embassy

LD271758 Tchran Domestic Service in Persian, 1630 GMT, 27 Feb. 80 LD.

[Text] According to a Pars rcport, those who had cccupied the Afghan
Embassy in Tehran left the Embassy premises this afternoon. According to this
report, the students’ umon and the siruggling Afghans who had occupied the
Afghan Embassy in Tehran this morning, as a protest against the presence of
Soviet forces in Afghanistan and their activities there, left the Embassy building
after intervention by police and security forces.

109. Gotbzadeh Interview on Commission

IN271959 Tehran International Service in Arabic, 1730 GMT, 27 Feb. 80 IN.

[Tehran “Arabic section” correspondent’s interview with Iranian Foreign
Minister Sadeq Golbzadeh—date not given; recorded portions are in Arabic.]

[Text] [Begin recording] [Question] 1 would like to ask His Excellency the
Minister if we can be told about the contents of your talks with the five-member
commission investigating the deposed Shah's crimes {end recording].

Regarding the Foreign Minister’s talks with the five-member commission
investigating the deposed Shah’s crimes, Gotbzadeh said: Our talks dealt with
the way this commission is to waork in Iran and what this commission requires in
the way of documents in order to undertake its task.

On whether the commission will deal with the crimes of the United States in its
investigation, Gotbzadeh said: No one can investigatc the Shah’s crimes in Iran
without dealing with his crimes’ rclationship with the United States. Therefore,
the commission will virtually tackle this subject. He added that making lhe
world hear of these crimes represents a large constructive step for us along this
path.

The Foreign Minister said: The United States has not welcomed the formation
of this commission, but found itself forced to accept this matter.

Regarding the hopes Iran places in this commission, Gotbzadeh said: We hope
that the commission will be neutral and independent in order to be able to carry
out a full investigation into the crimes that were committed during the deposed
Shah’s era and then to announce its opinions and proofs to the world public.

Our correspondent asked the Foreign Minister about the steps to be taken by
Iran to recover the deposed Shah and the people’s wealth if the five-member
commission does not achieve the required results, Gotbzadeh said: This
commission’s work is neither linked with the issue of the hostages nor the subject
of extraditing the deposed Shah.

He added: This commission will submit the results of its work to the United
Nations Sccretary-General. If there is any hope that these results will be
submitted at the United Nations or the Security Council, the Panamanian
Government can benefit from these results, in its capacity as a United Nations
member. As for the issue of recovering the Shah, it is a completely scparate
matter. We have embarked on this subject through legal proceedings, well aware
of the laws existing in Panama. We have a good Panamanian lawyer and we seck
to commence work on putting the Shah on trial [as heard] in Panama in order to
get him back. We have a large hope that his recovery will be accomplished.

Our correspondent asked: If the United States refused to hand over the
deposed Shah and the people’s wealth, what will the destiny of the hostages be?
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The Foreign Minister replicd: As the Imam said, the destiny of the hostages
will be determined by the Islamic Consultative Council. As for recovering the
Shah, we are very seriously and firmly after that.

110. Golbzadeh Discusses Commission’s Meeting with Hostages

LD281953 Tehran in English to Europe, 1930 GMT, 28 Feb. 8¢ LD.

[Excerpt] A Pars News Agency report in Tehran says that the members of the
United Nations commission probing into the crimes of the ousted Shah will
probably mect the US hostages. Iran’s Foreign Minister Sadeq Gotbzadeh in a
telephone contact told the news agency that he is presently holding a dialogue
with the Muslim students adhering to the line of the Imam Khomeini in his
capacity as the representative of the Revolution Council for arranging the
commission’s meeting with the US hostages.

Gotbzadeh emphasized that this meeting has been a part of the commission’s
schedule. In connection with the report on the departure of one of the
commission members, he said that [word indistinet] Aguilar will be leaving
Tehran today. [n casc the commission’s probe is [word indistinct], Aguilar will
return to Tehran. Gotbzadeh added that Aguilar, the Venezuelan member of the
five-man commission was originally scheduled to leave Tehran today.

Meanwhile, a spokesman of the Muslim students said that contacts are
underway for arranging such a meeting, but the students have so far taken no
final decision.

111. Students’ Keyhan Interview

LD041623 Tchran Keyhan in Persian, 28 Feb. 80, p. 14 LD.

[Exclusive interview with students occupying US Tehran Embassy by Kevian
correspondents Manuchehr Hedayatpur and Isma'il Azimpur: “Muslim Stu-
dents Following the Imam’s Policy: Those Who Suspect That They Are To Be
Exposed Arc Spreading Rumours.™)

[Excerpts] in an exclusive interview with Kephan, the Muslim Students
Following the Tmam’s Policy gave their views on various State issues.

Two Keyhan correspondents, Manuchehr Hedayatpur and Isma'il Azimpur,
sat opposite two students and asked questions freely without restraint.

The text of the interview is as follows:

[Question{ Why do you not disclose the existence of the documents over a
fixed period of time? Hesitation in the timing of the disclosures has given rise Lo
reservations,

[ Answer ] When the documents fell into our hands and we began to translate
them we decided on a particular method by which we would disclose their
contents, but owing to particular factors and conditions some delays are
occurring, We shall in due course explain what these factors are, and they will
show the extent of the deep consideration which we are giving to the documents,
but from the outset it has been our intention to continue the cxposures,
loltowing the method decided on. and God willing we shall in future continuc to
do this. Therc has been no hesitation on our part; it is that there are certain
factors and problems raised by the community and particular groups which
requirc a certain amount of consideration and reflection.

[ Question] Arc you aware of what these faclors arc?

[ Answer] Naturally, when a series of documents perlaining to particular
groups or individuals is published, it is not merely a question of [the actions of]
these groups or individuals, but concerns a scries of events, which are sharply
affected by what is disclosed, and this naterally compels them to react against
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us. They try in various ways to deflect the issue of occupation of the den of
espionage—which represents the zenith of the anti-imperialist struggle—and to
turn it into an issue of conflict between those individuals [the students] at the den
of espionage, and those who are the subject of the disclosures. The groups who
have been exposed, or who suspect that they are to be exposed, begin to spread
rumours, and it is this that creates a series of problems in the community; it may
create unrest and bring about agitation. There are tssues which must be taken
into account, and when the communily becomes over-excited, and does not have
enough patience to tolerate the disclosures, this naturally has an effect upon the
manner in which we make the disclosures.

[Question] 1n defending himself on radio and television, Dr. Minalchi
claimed that vour documents arc forgeries. He also said that you are led by one
who does not belicve in the constitution and that “under the former régime,
when we were engaged in the struggle, he [Mosavi Kho'ini] did not dare to ulter
a word, he did not suffer a single blow, he did not spend a day in prison; but
today he is more revolutionary than anyone else”. What is your view of this?

[ Answer] What that gentieman [Minatchi] said is quite wrong. The only
person we contacted before the occupation of the den of espionage and whom
we consulted as to whether this occupation was in line with the Imam’s policy or
not was Mosavi Kho'ini. It is people like Mosavi Kho'ini and the existing
revolution forces whom the people recognize.

We consulted him, and he confirmed that if we carried out this action it would
be in line with the Imam’s policy and would not harm the revolution.

[Question] Arc you in contact with or interfering with the committee of
inquiry and what is your position vis-3-vis the commutiee?

[ Answer] In a message which the Imam sent to the Revolution Council he
askecd members 1o appoint two delegations to investigate the crimes of the Shah
and America in Iran and to tell the world about them. On the face of it, onc of
the commitiees which the Revolution Councit formed in connection with this
recent message from the Imam and at the request of the President of Lhe
Republic is the sclf-same commitiee of inquiry which has arrived in Iran, which
intends to investigate the crimes of the Shah and America and lell the world
about them.

In accordance with what the Imam said, and in our own view, the duty of
the committee is: {1) to see first hand those crippled in the revolution; (2) to
contact the families of the martyrs and see what they suffer; (3) to see the ruin of
the Shah, America’s agent, caused in lran, familiarize itself with this, and tell the
nations of the world about it. Naturally if the committee sees at close range the
things mentioned by the Imam, they will reach the conclusion desired by the
Iranian nation, namely that it was the Shah who introduced these inhuman
practices and causcd the massacres and the ruins and that he must be returned to
Iran and put on trial.

As for contact between ourselves and this committee, we belicve that it should
follow the directions indicated by the Imam, approach the actual circumstances
as closcly and fulfil the demands of the Iranian nation.

We may make available to the committee documents which have fallen into
our hands emanating from the American spies operating against the Islamic
Revolution of Fran so that it can follow up America’s crimes better and acquaint
humanity with them; and let humanity be the judge.

[Question] Do you operate on a council [showra] system?

[Answer] Our forces have been divided up on the basis of the different
activities undertaken, and each organ and unit has a council. In general, work is
carricd out according to a council system.

[ Question] Where do funds for yourselves and for the hostages come from? If
from a private source, should the wages of Iranian employees at the Embassy
not be taken from this source?
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[Answer] As lar as the hostages are concerncd, | must say that the den of
cspionage contains enough food, drugs and facilities for several years, and if this
den of espionage were 10 be under siege, it could live for many years without
contacting the outside world. However. funds for the students are provided by
the people, or popular forces such as the Guards Corps. As for the Iranian stafl’s
wages, in general embassies have a system recognized by international law
whereby the government maintaining an embassy regards embassy premises as
part of s territory, and that government must meel the cost of expenses
incurred, employeces recruited. and building costs; and in truth, staff expenses
here must be paid for by the American Government. Having regard to the fact
thal the American Chargé d Affaires is being held as a hostage of the people by
the Foreign Ministry, he must ask the American Government 1o send funds and
pay the Iranian siaff. If this is not done we must be instructed to dispose of, by
sale or other method, American property here, including properly in American
houses and whatever personal possessions they may own, to pay the staff.

[ Question] Have you come under pressure from any political group?

[ Answer{ In principle no populist and original movement can come under
pressure from a particular group. but it is clear that these groups react to
populist and original movemcnts. They adopt an attitude toward these move-
ments. We have scen up 1o now that those who claim to be acting in the public
interest do not come and show some support for the occupation of the den of
espionzge, bul merely resori to uttering warnings. 1 they are [indecd] Soviet
supporters, they should support the occupation of the den of cspionage—so
there must be some other reason why they do not support us.

This stance is in fact taken by groups and forces which feel that the occupation
of the den of espionage, and in particular the disclosure of documents may lead
to their downfall and exposc them as they really are, or result in the pecople
repudiating them. So they attempt 1o adopt thesc stances, confronting us with
rumours and harming our movement through rumour-mongering.

But as I have said, no populist and original movements can be perverted by
any political group, and although we arc currently witnessing a series of
reservations circulating among public opinion against us in connection with the
occupation of the den of espionage, when we sec the leader of the revolution
again in the forefrom of the movement and [when we have] Imam Khomeini’s
support for a person who truly represents Jour] school of thought and this
revolutton, embodies the people’s desire and really does represent their will
[presumably a reference 10 Mosavi Kho'inil, many of these reservations will fade
from people’s minds and all the difficultics which all these groups are trying to
make for us here and the pressures they are seeking 10 bring 1o bear on us will
come to an end.

[Question] Rumours are circulating concerning those exposed in the docu-
ments to the effect that more important documents are in existence, but they
have not been disclosed since they contain more important names.

[ Answer ] As the question indicates, this is mere rumour, and is inaccurate. If
there were other documents in cxistence we would without doubt make them
public.

[Question] You say that you do not meddle in executive matters, but it is clear
that outside the den of espionage there are certain execulive authoritics who at
the slightest sign from you go into action. An example of this is the arrest of
Minatchi. How do you explain your “lack of interference™?

The same brother student replied: *First, we do not believe that we should
interfere in the business of the execulive, since we do not possess the ability to do
this. There arc so many revolutionary {orces in existence, so many revolutionary
individuals. so many State officials in charge who are prepared 1o support our
revolutionary move; many of thesc populist forces exist, for example the Guards
Corps, the Revolution Courts, the holy war for reconstruction, the Islamic
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societies and so forth. They are ready to sacrifice themselves to prevent the
revolution from following a wayward path, and thcy come forward every time
they feel that there is division of strife.

The revolutionary forces are not limited [merely] to a number of students who
have come and occupied these premises.”

[ Question { On the subject of the charge d’affaires and several other persons at
the Forcign Ministry, would you please clarify the imformation communicated
to the public explaining what actually happened, how it was that these pcople
were taken there, how they are being guarded, how long they will remain there,
and why up to now they have not been delivered (o you alongside the other
hostages.

[Answer] As regards the chargé d’affaires and the two persons with him,
Tomseth and Howland—notable American spies in Iran—bcing held at the
Foreign Ministry, on the day we came here and occupied these premises they
were at the Foreign Ministry, and they were not transferred here, You should
really ask the Foreign Ministry this question; and since measures we took to
have them transferred herc were interpreted as amounting to interference in the
affairs of the executive, we did not pursue the mauer, The Forcign Minister must
answer this, and similar questions.

As for our giving information about them: what is certain is that the people
are not concerned with just one person, with just one more spy. It is not the
extent of Laingen’s crimes that is the point being stressed.

The be-all and end-all of our confrontation, and that of our people, in the
matter of the occupation of the den of espionage of our struggle with America is
not to study the true nature of these spics, or to discover what effect disclosure of
the documents will have; the more important issue is the movement as a whole,
and the total outlook of this revolution, which regards America as the principal
enery.

112. Khomeini Allows Italian to Act as Hostages’ “‘Postman”

LI3292208 Rome Domestic Service in Italian, 2130 GMT, 29 Feb. 80 LD.

[Text] Ayatollah Khomeini has authorized an Ttalian Salesian, Don Alfredo
Picchioni, to act as postman for the American hostages held in the US Embassy
in Tehran. The Salesian, who speaks Persian, has already been to the Embassy
twice to deliver mail and gift parcels to the American hostages, and very
probably will be able to do this again in the near future. The Salesian succeceded
in speaking to a delegation of Iranian students, but not with the hostages.

t13. BBC Reports Consent for Commission Meeting with Hoslages

TA291538 London BBC Werld Service in English, 1500 GMT, 29 Fcb. 80
TA.

[ Correspondent’s report.”]

[Text] The United Nations commission now visiting Tehran 1o investigate
Iran's grievances against the deposed Shah is still expected 1o meet the hostages
at the American Embassy. There was an earlier report on Tehran radio that the
meeling had aircady taken place, but our Tehran correspondent, Alex Brody,
says this is not so. At the same time, he says the Iranian Defence Minister Mr.
Gotbzadeh [title as heard) insists that a meeting between the commission and the
hostages is still on.

[Begin Brody recording] Mr. Gotbzadeh was reported by the official Pars
News Agency to have said categorically the commission will see the hostages and
the remark was said 10 have been made after last night's meeting of the
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Revolutionary Council, though the implication is that the decision has the
authority of the council. Mr. Gotbzadch, however., gave no indication when this
might happen, or whether the condition that the hostages would give evidence
had been dropped. This condition was restated by the Revolutionary Council
spokesman Dr. Hasan Habibi before the meeting. He said that if the commission
wcre to see the hostages. it must be as witnesses to the crimes of the Shah and the
United States. The commission has all along said it expected to sce the hostages,
but on what terms was not clear, and the United States, beforce the commission
arrived here in Tehran, said it did not want the hostages cross-cxamined.

Yesterday, a spokesman for the students oceupying the Embassy said the
commission would not sce their captives. That was not its purpose. But today,
afler Mr. Gotbzadeh's remark, the students were said to be still considering the
maltier.

Sources close to the commission say it has virtually finished the first part of its
work 10 examine Tran's grievances, and this was climaxed by an extraordinary
rally at the Hilton Hotel in Tehran yesterday. More than 1,500 people said 1o be
cither disabled during strect violence, the victims of SAVAK torture or relatives of
martyrs of the revolution, presented themsetves to the commissien and received,
in return, an emotional speech on its behalf by the co-chairman, Mr. Mchammad
Bedjaoui of Algeria. He promised to tell the world the unimaginable lengths to
which violations of human rights have been carried out in Iran.

The sccond part of the commission’s work is a sensitive part. According to its
mandate, it is to allow for an early solution of the crisis between the United
States and Iran [end rccording).

1t4, Prosecutor Asks Forecign Ministry to Hand over Hostage

LD021744 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian, 1722 GMT, 2 Mar, 80 LD.

[*Notice™ issued 2 March by the Islamic Revolution prosecutor general—
read by announcer.]

[Text] In the name of God. The Foreign Ministry, Mr. Sadeq Gotbzadeh, with
respect, since the trial of Forgan group members ts in progress and the Muslim
Student Followers of the Imam’s Policy have, in (heir documents, presented
evidence concerning links between the US espionage den in Iran and the Forqan
terrorist group, please issue necessary instructions to have Mr. (Thompsen), a
hostage held by the Muslim Iranian nation, handed over to the oflice of the
Islamic Revolution’s public prosecutor.

[15. Bani-Sadr Der Spiegel Interview

DW031333 Hamburg Der Spiegel in German, 3 Mar. 80, pp. 134-138 DW.
[Iranian journalist Dr. Mostafa Danesh undated interview with lranian
President Abolhassan Bani-Sadr in Tchran “on behall of Der Spiegel™.]

[ Question] After your clection to the office of President you conditionally
advocated the release of the American hostages. What are these conditions?

[ Bani-Sadr}] 1 did not advocate it conditionally. It is quite simple. The
Americans say we are holding the hostages in violatuon of the provisions of the
Vienna Convention. We say: Yes, this is true. The Embassy occupiers have
violated the convention. I was against the taking of the hostages [rom the outset.
On the other hand, 1 have been one of the harshest opponents of US hegemony
in Iran. The basis of that intrusion muslt be climinated as quickly as possible in
order to solve the hostage problem.
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[ Bani-Sadr] We can also live without their spare parts, and we did rescue
those affected. This is not the problem. But how should we understand the fact
that the Americans and Europeans keep talking about humaneness toward the
hostages while deserting our compatriots in a flood disaster? So they are bound
1o lic. What matters is not at all the value of man. The hostages are used as a
mcans of propaganda against our revolution. The conditions for the release of
the hostages are known. If the United States fulfils these conditions we shall
release them.

[Question] What is the task of the commission for the investigation into the
crimes of the Shah set up by the United Nations?

[ Bani-Sadr ] The commission is coming to investigate the crimes, the treason
the Shah committed and what his dependence on the United States was like. [
heard that Mr. Carter said in the US Congress that the United States is not
prepared to criticize its old policy in Iran and condemn it. What good does such
a commission then do anyway? If he does not accept this he will have created a
new situation. In this new situation we, too, would have to take our measures.

[ Question] Ayatollah Khomeini and the students in the US Embassy stick to
their maximum demand: relcase of the hostages only after the extradition of the
Shah and the return of his foreign assets, What will happen if the commission
condemns the Shah as a despot and murderer and also condemns US intrusion
but this is not enough for cither the Ayatollah or the Embassy occupiers or the
Revolutionary Council?

[ Bani-Sadr] Any solution to the problem in any case must be a solution
acceptable to Ayatollah Khomteini. Nor will I raise any condition that is not
acceptable to the Revolutionary Council. A solution must be supported by all of
us. | shall act accordingly.

[ Question] Who, then, makes the final decision on the release of the hostages?

[ Bani-Sadr] The final decision will be made by the people and by Ayatollah
Khomeini. This is quite simple. An individual has committed many crimes in this
country. The people now want to convict him, meaning to put him on tnal.
What do the Americans and Europeans want? Anyone advocating human rights
must know that the Shah murdered tens of thousands of people, not to mention
many other crimes. This is a just demand. If you disagree with this demand, how
can you expect us to release the hostages?

116. Commission’s Announcernent on Visit

NC031234 Paris AFP in English, 1228 GMT, 3 Mar. 8¢ NC.

[Text) Tehran, 3 March (AFP)—The Iranian Revolutionary Council has
voted unanimously to allow the visiting United Nations inquiry commission to
mect the American Embassy hostages, the commission announced today.

A spokesman said that measures have also been taken for the five-man United
Nations team to be piven by tomorrow night all documents that the Iranian
authorities plan to hand over. He did not specify when the Revolutionary
Council gave the go-ahead for the Embassy visit.

Foreign Minister Sadeq Gotbzadeh said yesterday that the commission siili
had work to do here which included studying Central Bank documents about
alleged embezzlements by the cx-Shah.

The five jurists earlier today had talks with Mr. Gotbzadeh lasting one hour.




422 DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR STAFF
117. Student Interview

DW031415 Hamburg Der Spiegel in German, 3 Mar. 80, pp. 138-139 DW.

[Undated interview by lranian journalist Mostafa Dancsh with unidentified
occupier of the US Embassy in Techran—date not given.]

{Text] [Question] Reports are being disseminated in the West that the
hostages will be released soon. Is that right?

{ Occupier] The policy of Carter and the ruling people in America consists of
kceping public opinion in America under control. That is supposed lo avoid
having the Americans concentrate on the crimes of the Shah and on his
extradition. Depending on the concept, the American Government uses a
particular problem as a propaganda means. Sometimes there is talk of alleged
hostages, somctimes it is stated that we students are communists and not
Muslims. We arc suspected of manipulating public opinion.

[ Question] Once again: Will the Americans who are being held be released
soon?

[ Occupier} We and our people have said over and over again that a release is
out. First Mohammad Reza (the Shah) the onc who committed so many crimes,
must be extradited 1o Iran together with his property which has been removed
from the country. Aficr these prerequisites we will release the hostages, as
Ayatollah Khomeini says, instead of making them {acc trial.

[ Question] Who will make the final decision on the release, you or Ayatollah
Khomeini?

[Occupier] That decision will be made by the Iranian people, in fact by the
one who announces the demands, the needs and the will of our peopie, in other
words, by Ayalollah Khomeini.

[Question] The new State President of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Bani-
Sadr, was from the very beginning opposed to the taking of hostages. Can that
change your claim?

[ Occupier ] Our aim is the extradition of the Shah and of his property abroad.
Only under that prerequisite we will release the hostages. Otherwise nothing will
change.

[ Question] Does Ayalollah Khomeini agree with your opinion?

[Occupier] In his statements and announcements Ayatollah Khomeini has
repeatedly stressed this line of solution. He believes that the hostages will be
refcased when the Shah and his foreign property have been extradited.

[Question] Recently an internatiopal commission was set up to investigate the
crimes of the Shah and possibly also the policy pursued by America in Iran. Do
you recognize the commission?

[Qccupier] We have not formed an opinion about the authority of this
commission. {ts aclivity and its decision will show whether it will be in a position
to sincerely fulfil its tasks or not.

[Question]| And what is being sincere?

[ Occupier | I the commission accepts that the former Shah, the servant of the
United States, has committed many crimes under the protection of the ruling
people of America, and if it will condemn the ruling people of America and
confirm the extradition of the Shah and his property so that we will release the
hostages, it will be clear that it has fulfilled its task correctly.

In this casc its opinion will be in accordance with the opinion of our people. In
the other case it would have done an unnecessary job.

[Question] So if the commission condemns the Shah merely for being a despot
and for having murdered 10,000 patriots, it would not speed up the release of the
hostages?

[Occupier] No. The aclivity of the commission has nothing to do with the
release of the hostages.

[ Question] You have named as a prerequisite for the release of the hostages
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the extradition of the Shah and his property. Can you hold fast to that
maximum demand?

[ Occupier ] We cannot abandon thai aim, otherwise we would be punished by
the people. The Iranian people have set that target, We here are nothing but the
representatives of the people who follow their demands.

[ Question] You are being charged in the West with exposing the hostages to
physical and psychological torture.

[ Occupier] These are rumours of the ruling people in America. The movement
of the Muslim students in the American Embassy is not a terror organization.
We have done nothing but hold these spies in the name of the people. Our people
do not permit us to torture the hostages or oppress them psychologically, The
letters written by the hostages to their relatives, the films that have been made
here and the reports of the surprise visitors demonstrite that we are treating the
hostages very well.

[Question] Could some hostages be prepared (0 make statements in court
against the Shah and the American policy in Iran?

[ Occupier ] Some of the spies are very skilful. They are in a position to carry
out many activities. They speak Persian very well, for example, they know very
much abouwt Istam and 1hey have good information about the crimes of the Shah.
They have confirmed in letters to their relatives in America that the Shah was a
criminal. They admit that the Embassy in fact was a centre of espionage and
conspiracy.

Many of the hostages do not believe in the human rights of Carter and his
Christian mission. They are prepared in the future court procecedings to state
their opinion about the Shah and thc American Government.

{ Question] Do the occupiers of the Embassy belong to a4 particular political
organjzation?

[Occupier] 1f we belonged to a particular political organization we would
have been isolated very quickly. Since we do not belong to a particular group
and since we just follow the line of Ayatollah Khomeini, we have the support of
the whole people. The people will support us only as iong as we do not belong to
a particular organization.

118. Gotbzadeh: Commission’s Meeting with Hostages “A Certainty”

L.D050803 Paris Le Figaro in French, 3 Mar. 80, p. 4 LD.

[Serge Chauvel-Leroux dispatch: “Khomeini Agrees to Hostages Meeting
With United Nations Commission.”]

[Excerpt] Tehran—Of course, the hostages are not about to be released yet,
though in Mr. Gotbzadeh’s view the United Nations commission’s visit and the
attention it has given over the past week to the imperial régime’s extortions mect
the heartfell demand of many Iranians and have considerably aliered domestic
opinion, thus raising barriers.

Having finalized the last details of the imminent meeting one by one with the
commission and the Revolution Council and before presenting them to the
Imam, Sadeq Gotbzadeh received us. He bas a sportsman’s physique and worc a
ski sweater even in the sumptuous offices inherited from the impenal administra-
tion; his hoarse voice was that of a heavy smoker. As we entered a notice
requested that we leave our weapons at the door.

“The meeting with the hostages is a certainty”, he said. “*All that remains to be
done is for the commission to complete its mquiry. The visit as a whole is a
separate matter. When 1 was in Paris a fortnight ago I explained that this
commission’s work had nothing to do with the issue of the hostages’ release. Iuis
the world press which has raised false hopes.”

Despite the twofold mandate issued by the United Nations—to investigate
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the imperial régime and 1o settle the Iranian-US dispute, that is free the
hostages—the Minister said that he never discussed with Kurt Waldheim linking
the relcase to the commission’s arrival: “if there was any ambiguity and
misunderstanding, it was not on our part”™, he said. “*I merely hoped that this
commission’s work would make it possible 1o crcate a more realistic atmosphere
in which to rcally resolve the hostages issue.™ "“*Our people,” Sadeq Gotbzadch
continued, **really arc demanding international atlention to the former régime’s
crimes und to its dependence on the United Stales. They know thal as the
commission verifics these atrocitics it will bring them to the attention of the
world.”

“Win this crisis,” he added, “the Foreign Minister has had to give guarantees
dangerous to himself, in an atmosphere of tension and misunderstanding. Nor
has logic prevailed at all on the American side. The creation of a United Nations
commission which nobody belicved in could not achieve any result. First, the
international organization’s credibility. which was lost in Tran, should have been
restored so that our people would accept certain conditions for resolving the
problem.”

He docs not regard the visit as futile. The commission was welcome and
respected: This is the first positive thing that has happened since the start of the
crisis ...

As for the delay in releasing the hostages, following on from Ayatollah
Khomeini's statement a week ago us the five jurists sct off confidently from
Geneva, Mr. Gotbzadeh was not afraid of being cynical: “No timetables were
decided™, he said. “Things were totally ambiguous: no traps were set. | have
done my utmost to insure that when the commission’s report is published the
hostages can be released.”

Despile the students™ announcements. the Foreign Minister belicves that,
according to the letter of the Imam’s declaration entrusting a decision on the
liberation to the Muture Parliament, the hostages’ fate is not linked to the Shah’s
extradition and that the hypothesis of proceedings against some ol them
conflicts with the “envisaged directions™ since, following the gradual decres-
cendo since November, the work of the commission currently in Tchran has
replaced the previously suggested idea of a tribunal.

At the samc time, according to Gotbzadeh, the demand for the Shah’s
extradition refleets a serious political requirement, and he personally is in favour
of guaranteeing to the Panamanian State Lthat the {ormer sovereign will not be
exccuted: “Never mind”, he said with a sly look: “We will get hint . . .”

119. Gotbzadch Mesinivrini Intcrview

ATO041619 Athens Mesimvrini in Greek, 4 Mar. 80, p. 5 AT.

[Exclusive interview granted by Tranian Forcign Minister Sadeq Gotbzadeh to
Mesimvrini’s Tchran correspondent. Koannidhis, presumably on 3 March.]

[Excerpts] Iran Forecign Minister Sadeq Gotbzadeh is optimistic on the
solution of the hostage issue. He believes the Parliament to be elected carly in
April will decide to put an end to the crisis, The students themselves, however,
continuc to appcar intransigent.

JQuestion} ) now come 1o the main and burning question of relations with the
United States. I have personally spoken to the students who hold the hostages
and they told me that the hostages will not be freed until the Shah is extradited
and thal this is the people’s will and the line laid down by the imam Khomeini. |
believe this could lead to a state of “permanent hostages™. Do you share this
view of mine about “permanent hostages™?

{ Answer] No, not permancnt.
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[Question] With “permanent”, I mean long term.

[Answer] No, it will not be of a “long duration™. As soon as the members of
Parliament meet they will decide.

[Question] And il the people’s will ...

[ Answer ] The people’s will will be expressed through the Parliament and not
through one person or through one group. This is also what the Imam recendy
stated. It is the representatives of the Iranian people who will decide on the
question of the hostages.

[QOuestion] Whal if the Parliament decides to try some of the hostages?

fAnswer] 1 do not believe 50. Let us not make suppositions.

[Question] | am simply repeating what I heard at the Embassy about the
possibility of a trial.

[ Answer ] No, there will be no trial.

[Question] You most certainly must read what foreign newspapers write
about you. They consider President Bani-Sadr as a moderate and you as hard.
Do you consider yourself hard?

[ Answer ] It depends upon what all these words mean. 1 most certainly do not
wish to make declarations or comments which I will be unable to implement. [
am (rying to cxplain the true situation and not to confuse my ideals with the
reality which exists around me. We must look upon what we can and what we
cannot do realistically. The term “hard™ is an adjective given to me by the
Western press and it is of no interest to me. In reference 1o the crisis of Lhe
hostages, I tried to solve it right from the beginning. 1 belicve that its solution
will be beneficial to worid peace and to the countries of the Third World. At the
same time it would also clevate the prestige of the United Nations and
furthermore that it would be to the interest of the countries which got involved
in this crisis.

[ Question] You are, of course, referring to the solution of the crisis?

[Answer] Yes, to the solution of this problem. | have tried to have it solved
right from the start. | tricd to take steps of strategy instead of talking without my
words having any retation o the realitics which | have mentioned. In other
words | have tried to take the steps that can be taken.

[Question] Do hese realities provide any hopes for a speedy solution to the
question of hostages?

[ Answer ] 11 depends on what we mean by speedy . ..

[Question] 1 do not mean tomorrow.

[ Answer ] You must bear in mind that the efforts for the establishment of the
United Nations commission lasted for three months. It was the United States
which attempted to prevent its formation. In the end it realized that formation of
the commission for the purpose of conducting an investigation was imperative.
This is the first positive step.

[ Question] Do you belicve in the prospects created because of the commis-
sion?

[ Answer | Most certainty this is the only way to solve this problem.

120. AFP: Students Agree to Visit

NC040950 Paris AFP in English, 0944 GMT, 4 Mar. 80 NC.

[Text} Tehran, 4 March (AFP)—The Islamic militants occupying the Amecri-
can Embassy here said today that they will let the United Nations inquiry
commission visit the 50 Embassy hosiages, the Iranian Pars News Agency
rcporied.

The five United Nations jurists would be allowed 10 meet the hostages if they
simply wanted to verify that they were in good health, the militants were quoted
as saying.
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But Pars said they added: “We will not agree 1o letting them sec them for
other reasons.”

121. Gotbzadeh Leaves Decision on “Refugee™ up to Imam, Council

LD040453 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian, 0338 GMT, 4 Mar. 80 LD.

[Text] The central news burcau and Pars report: Foreign Minister Sadeq
Gobzadeh has left the decision on handing over to the revolution public
prosccutor one or all of the Americans who are staying in the Islamic Republic
of Iran Foreign Ministry up to the Imam and the Revolution Council.

The text of the lranian Foreign Minister’s letter of reply to "All Qoddusi's
message of yesterday regarding the handover of Victer Tomseth for questioning
in conncction with the revelation statement of the Muslim Student Followers off
the Imam’s Policy and his relation with the Forqan group is as follows:
Respectfully it is announced that:

1. The three Americans in this ministry were accepted as refugees al the time
of the government of Engineer Bazargan. This acceptance was approved by the
Islamic Revolution Council of Iran and some of the exalted ulema, The matter
was also reporicd to the Imam of the nation at the same time.

2. Some timc ago the students stationed in the US espionage den wrote a letier
to the Ministry of Forcign Affairs summoning one of the three aforementioned
persons. This letter was broadcast by the Voice and Profile of the Islamic
Republic of Iran belore it reached the Foreign Ministry. The reply to this letter
was presented to the Imam of the nation in an open letter by the same means.

3. Last time, on behalf of the revolution public proseculor, one of the brothers
came to question Mr. Victor Tomscth and we provided an interpreter with
facilitics for the questioning.

4. At present if the Revolution Court intends to summon one or all of the
individuals at this place, it must make a dircet request through the Islamic
Revolution Council because both the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Revo-
lution Court are performing their duties under the supervision of the Revolution
Council. Regarding the fate of the three Americans in the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, the decision rests first with the Imam of the nation; in case there is no
clear decision by the Imam of the nation, the Revolution Council will make a de-
cision on this matter.

[ Signed] Sadeq Gotbzadeh, Foreign Minister of the Islamic Republic of [ran.

122. Late Report: Students Say United Nations Panel Can Meet Hostages

LD041338 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian, 1046 GMT, 4 Mar. 80 LD.

[Text of stalement by the Mustim Student Followers of the Imam’s Policy on
the mecting between their two representatives, four members of the Revolution
Council. and the President—-read by announcer.]

fText] In the name of God, the compassionate, the merciful. The public
relations officer of the Muslim Student Followers of the Imam’s Policy stationed
at thc American den of espionage announced that at 1800 yesterday, two Muslim
student followers of the Imam’s policy stationed at the den of espionage met and
held talks with four members of the Revolution Council and the President about
the proposed meetings between the members of the United Nations commission
investigating the crimes of America in Tran and the spying hostages.

At this meeting, which took place in the office of the Prime Minister, Hojjat ol-
Eslam Mosavi Ardabili, former supervisor of the Ministry ol Interior and the
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present supervisor of the plan and budget organization, and Mr. Gotbzadeh were
present. After putting forward the issue of the meeting with the hostages, Mr.
Gotbzadeh gave a short report on the history of the formation and duties of the
commission, saying that the abovementioned commission has come 1o Iran to
investigate three issues: the violation of human rights by America in Iran, the
crimes of Mohammad Reza Pahlavi in [ran, and meeting with the hostages. This
[presumably the report] was approved by Imam Khomeini and the Revolution
Council.

The two sides then discussed the position of the Iranian Revolution, the
international prestige of the Islamic Revolution of Iran and how to stop America
from taking advantage of the situation and how to deal a blow to America,

Sadeq Gotbzadeh said: All the members of the commission were either chosen
by us, or the Government of Iran approved them and most of them are known
for their good reputations [sentence as heard]. Carter and his administration had
no role in choosing them. The formation of this commission was planned during
my discussions with Waldheim in Tehran,

He added: The formation of this commission in Tehran was the greatest
victory after the accupation of the den of espionage.

He added that communists and Zionists would like the commission to fail in
carrying out its objectives.

Members of the Revolution Council put forward a three-pronged plan for the
investigation of lthe c¢rimes of Mohammad Reza Pahlawi ang America and
visiting the hostages, and said that the Government of Iran had promised the
commission this meeting and that the meeting should take place. If it did not
take place, the position of the Government of [ran would be weakened.

The students put forward their views as follows: We do not have any
objections to the nature of this commission and it should carry out ils duty of
investigating the crimes of Mohammad Reza Pahlavi and America sincc it has
been approved by the Imam. But on the meeting between the members of the
commission and the hostages it would have been more desirable if the students
stationed in the den of espionage and who are holding hostages had been
consulted beforehand.

Iran should continue, as always, to take the initiative. 1l we lose the initiative
in any operation, the result will be that we will not be able to control the
situation and we will not know whether it will be in the interests of the Iranian
Revolution and the nation of Iran or America,

According to our analysis of the situation, it is the Government of America
that has been insisting on a meeting between the members of the commission
and the hostages and which is waiting for this meeting to take place in order to
blow the event up using its propaganda organs all over the world and to
overshadow the main objective, namely the investigation of the crimes of
Mohammad Reza Pahlavi and America. Therefore, the investigation of the
crimes of Mohammad Reza Pahlavi and America and the meeting with the
hostages should be separated in such a way as to deal another blow at America;
and the initiative regarding this issue—which America is waiting to blow up out
of all proportion—should be held by Iran,

The reputation of the great Islamic Revolution of Iran, which has shone the
light of hope into the hearts of the deprived and oppressed people of the world,
should not be blemished and only those steps should be taken that are directed
decisively against America and at preventing any psychological defeat of the
nation of Iran and other strugglers of the world,

As the Imam mentioned in his recent message, the United Nations commis-
sion has come to Iran in order to investigate the crimes committed by
Mohammad Reza Pahlavi and America, and (o observe the destruction and
those disabled during Iran’s Revolution.

In addition to the above we are ready to arrange for a meeting between a
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number of the spying hostages and the commission so that they can be shown
witnesses and living evidence of the crimes committed by America in Iran.

All this will serve toward insuring the main objective, which is the investiga-
tion of the crimes of Mohammad Reza Pahlavi and America, and that whatever
steps are taken should help the investigation of the crimes of Mohammad Reza
Pahlavi and America, otherwise these steps will not be in the interests of the
revolution and the nation.

If any commitments have been undertaken by the Government of Iran or the
President [to let the commuission sec the hostages), then the commission must first
finalize its investigations [into the Shah and the United States), submit the results
and defend the results at the United Nations.

When the United Nations accepts the results and the nation of Iran sees the
results and is convinced that, in spite of the pressure by America, the
commission has becn able to work along the correct lines, then the Revolution
Council of the Government of Iran—in possession of the initiative—can invite
the same commission or even other personalities 1o come to Tran and visit the
hostages in order to find out about their health, their physical condition and the
way they are living.

This plan was rejected by Dr. Bani-Sadr and Mr. Gotbzadeh and it was
explained that the members of this commission had been chosen and were
reliable, and that such a plan would not be in accordance with [accepted]
standards, and might even be damaging.

The students emphasized that ever since the arrival of the commission in Iran,
the White House and Washington spokesmen have insisted that the commission
had come here in order to resolve the problem of the hostages and to visit them.
Mr. Bani-Sadr, the President, believed that this was not true [presumably
meaning that he did not feel this was the case] and the issue was mentioned in the
[commission’s] itinerary.

Hojjat ol-Eslam Mosavi Ardabili and two other members of the Revolution
Council, emphasizing this point said: There are interesting and noteworthy points
in what the students say. These should be considered. They said that we should
come to some sort of conclusion and that the commission should not leave
without any results, but that at the same time Iran’s position should not be
weakened.

During the session other plans were proposed, but the two sides did not
approve them.

123. Revolution Council’'s Approval

LD042110 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian, 2045 GMT, 4 Mar. 80 LD.

[Text} According to the report of Pars News Agency, the Revolution Council
had a session tonight with the participation of President Abolhassan Bani-Sadr.
At the end of this meeting, Sadeq Gotbzadeh, the Minister of Foreign Affairs, in
an interview with the reporters announced that with the approval of the
Revolution Council the members of the commission of inquiry into the crimes of
the former Shah and the United States in Iran will meet with the hostages.
Gotbzadeh did not put any information at the disposal of the reporters
concerning the time and date of this meeting. He added that Imam Khomeini
has announced his approval concerning the meeting of the members of the
commission of inquiry with the hostages.

124. Prosecutor General on Tomseth Summons

LLD051146 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian, 1050 GMT, 5 Mar. 30 LD.
[Text] The Prosecuter General of the Islamic Revolution of Iran announced
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today: In explaining the reply of the honourable foreign minister, it is brought 10
the attention of the struggling nation of Iran that:

1. The purpose of summoning Mr. Tomseth to the Office of the Islamic
Prosecutor General was to bring him face to face with members of the Forgan
group in relation to the revelation made by the Muslin Student Followers of the
Tmam’s Policy, and it is clear that, on principle, it is neither justifiable nor possible
to bring the said group to the Foreign Ministry to face Mr, Tomscth.

2. With respect to the independence of the legislative power, which was
granted after the revolution and which was onc of the great aims of the Islamic
Revolution of the nation of Iran, the meaning of the sentence “‘because both the
Ministry of Forcign Affairs and the Revolution Court are performing their
duties under the supervision of the Revolution Council” is not clear in Mr.
Gotbzadeh's reply letter. It is hoped that Mr. Tomseth will be sent to the Central
Office of the Prosecutor General of the Islamic Revolution.

[ Signed] Prosecutor General of the Islamic Revolution of Iran, *Ali Qoddusi.

125. Students Say Council Can “Take Delivery” of Hostages

L.D061132 Tchran Domestic Service in Persian, 1050 GMT, 6 Mar. 80 LD.

[Statement issued 6 March by the Muslim Swudent Followers of the Imam’s
Policy stationed at the “den of espionage™—read by announcer.]

[Text] In the name of God, the compassionate, the merciful. Great and alert
lranian nation; as we informed you, in our two recent statements, heroic [ranian
nation, we believe that in the approach to America, we should act from a
decisive and revolutionary positien, and should take the initiative. Thus, we did
not agree to the members of the commission of inquiry mecting with the
hostages, which is something imposed by America and which is the true purpose
of the criminal American Government and great Satan, but which is not what
the Tranian nation wants, and is not even the true wish of State offictals.

But what can onc do when the officials and those who are in charge in the
commission have accepied that whatever the commission wants must be done.
And since we cannot bow to and comply with a view which we do not accept and
which we do not regard as being in line with the Imam’s policy, but, since those
in charge of the Government always regard our meihods as a factor contributing
10 their weakness, always speak of a government within a government, thus, we
declare to the Revolution Council, in order to allay any misunderstanding, Lo
take defivery of the hostages, that is, the American spies, from us io do with
them in any way they deem appropriate.

We do not believe in participating in something which does not benefit our
revolution and which the enemy wants. While regarding our responsibility with
regard to the hostages as al an end, we are confident that the Iranian nation
genuinely supports the Imam’s revolutionary line and that it will eventually
bring back to the right path any deviation and erring with the necessary
decisiveness.

[ Signed] The Muslim Student Followers of the Imam’s Policy.

126. AFP on Council Meeting

NCO061835 Paris AFP in English, 1827 GMT, 6 Mar. 80 NC.

[Text] Tehran, 6 March (AFP)—Iran’s Revolutionary Council today unani-
mously accepted the request by the militants holding 50 American hostages here
that the council take charge of the captives.

Iranian Foreign Minister Sadeq Gotbzadeh said the methods for handing over
the hostages would be finalized tomorrow.
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It scemed likely that the United Nations commission, in Tehran to conduct an
inquiry into the former Shah's régime, would mect the hostages over the
weekend.

Iranian President Abolhassan Bani-Sadr also 10ld Agence France-Presse
today that the five-man United Nations commission would be able to see all
hostages, but that the hostages must provide testimony.

The breakthrough, the most dramatic since the hostages were scized on 4
November, occurred after Mr. Bani-Sadr met with ITranian spiritual leader
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini. The meeting’s results were immediately hailed as
a victory for Mr. Bani-Sadr.

127. Tehran on AFP Interview

LD070621 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian, 0430 GMT, 7 Mar. 80 LD.

[Text] Dr. Abothassan Bani-Sadr, our country's President, in an interview
with AFP yesterday, said: The international commission of inquiry will meet the
hostages: it should, however, await their testimony.

Bani-Sadr said: 1 told them: You can meet the hostages but you should also
ask them to testify. Regarding the response of the commission to these remarks,
Bani-Sadr said that the members of the commission had agreed.

The President of Iran said: Normalizing the relations between Iran and
United States has nothing to do with the fate of the hostages but depends on the
US policy regarding Iran’s dependence. Bani-Sadr said: If the Americans change
their expansionist policy and not interfere in the affairs of others, relations will
be normalized.

Concerning the three conditions for the release of the hostages on which,
according to Bani-Sadr, Iran’s future Parliament would decide, the President
stressed that the fulfilment of these three conditions could bring about the
possibility of the establishment of relations between the two countries.

We point out that Bani-Sadr’s three conditions were that the United States
should confess to its past crimes in Iran, guarantee that it will no longer interfere
in Iran’s affairs and not disagree with the extradition of the deposed Shah. Bani-
Sadr added: The Parliament will not have any difficuity in deciding. The
Parliament will be the indicator of the alertness of the nation. The Parliament
will decide in favour of Iran and could not decide otherwise.

128. Students’ Statement on Handover

LD0O80754 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian, 0730 GMT, 8 Mar. 80 LD.

[Statecment issued today by the Muslim Student Followers of the Imam’s
Policy—read by announcer.]

[Text] In the name of God, the compassionate, the merciful. According to
information which has reached us, the published report quoting Mr. Sadeq
Gotbzadeh pertaining to the Imam's command on the handing over of the
hostages is a tissue of lies. Meanwhile, we regret that we cannot hand over the
hostages to the Minister of Foreign Affairs. It is essential, therefore, for the
Revolution Council to officially appoint another representative to take delivery
of the hostages.

129. Gotbzadeh Interview

LD080945 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian, 0730 GMT, 8 Mar. 80 LD,
[Text] In an interview last night Sadeq Gotbzadeh announced that, by the
command of the Imam and with the unanimous approval of the Revolution
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Council, he would go as the representative of the revolution to the site of the
former US Embassy today to take delivery of the hostages from the Muslim
Student Followers of the Imam’s Policy [begin recording).

[Question] Mr. Gotbzadeh, during an interview you announced that by the
command of the Imam and by the unanimous approval of the Revolution
Council you are due to go to the US den of espionage in order to take delivery of
the hostages there from the students. | would like to say that when we contacted
the Mustim Student Followers of the Imam’s Policy, they said that the Imam
had not issued such an order. I beg you to tell us what the purpose is behind
your statement that you would be taking delivery of the hostages by the
command of the Imam. Kindly provide an explanation for the benefit of our
dear listeners, :

[Answer] The report given to the Revolution Council affirmed that the
students’ proposal to hand over the hostages to the Revolution Councii has been
sanctioned by the Imam. Therefore, the Revelution Council, too, on the same
basis agreed that it should take delivery of the hostages, This is what the whole
thing was about. The Imam has not directly issued an order to myself in this
connection. But it is a fact that the Imam entrusted the issue to the Revolution
Council. What concerns me at the moment is that—since it is (?a fact) that the
students themselves proposed adopting that course, and the Revolution Council
agreed to it, and in view of the Imam’s promise to entrust and bring this issue to
the attention of the Revolution Council-—therefore, the responsibility for taking
delivery has been entrusted to myseli, 1t follows, therefore, that to carry out the
decision of the Revolution Council and to solve the present crisis I shall go 10 the
den of espionage. In the meantime, I am forced (o point out emphaticaily that
taking delivery of the hostages is under no circumstances aimed at their release.
That task, by the order of the Imam, is entrusted to the National Consultative
Assembly.

[Question] Thank you very much for your reply.

[Answer] Not at all [end recording].

130. Khomeini Silent on Hostages

LD080944 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian, 0930 GMT, 8 Mar. 80 LD.

[Statement issued by the office of Imam Khomeini—read by announcer.]

[Text] In the name of God, the compassionate, the merciful. In connection
with the dclivery of the hostages to the Revolution Council certain newspapers
have attributed this to the Imam, but his holiness the Imam Khomeini, the
leader of the revolution and founder of the Islamic Republic of Iran, prefers to
remain silent on this and has entrusted the issue of the hostages to the Islamic
Consuliative Assembly.

[ Signed] The office of Imam Khomeini, Qom,

131. Further Report

LD0O81117 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian, 1039 GMT, 8 Mar. 80 LD.

[Text] In an interview with a correspondent of Pars News Agency today. a
Revolution Council spokesman confirmed that the Revolution Council had
entrusted the Ministry of Foreign Affairs with the task of taking delivery of the
hostages.

In reply to the question of whether the students’ proposal had been presented
to the Imam and had not been placed at the disposal of the Revolution Council,
the Revolution Council spokesman said: As you may well know, that proposal
was in effect broadcast by the radio, which is how the Revolution Council
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became aware of it. Based on past experience, and giving credence 1o reports by
the media, the news was also brought to the attention of the Imam.

The Pars News Agency correspondent asked: Does it therefore follow that the
Imam has not issued a direct order to the Revolution Council?

The Revolution Council spokesman answered: You should ask Mr. Bani-Sadr
about this. But as far as the Revolution Council is concerned, the Revolution
Council decided to approve the students’ proposal on taking delivery of the
hostages.

The question was then asked: Has the Revolution Council unanimously
approved Sadeg Gotbzadeh as the council’s representative?

The Revolution Council spokesman answered: Yes. It was decided that the
responsibility for 1aking delivery should be entrusted to the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and of course Mr. Gotbzadeh would therefore be responsible. The
Revolution Coungil spokesman refused to cxpress an opinion about the
viewpoint of the Muslim Student Followers of the Imam's Policy, who had
deemed a meeting between the members of the commission investigating the
crimes of the Shah with the hostages as a deviation from the Imam’s policy.

132. Forcign Ministry Statement

LD081207 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian, 1112 GMT, 8 Mar. 80 LD.

[“Text” of statement issued by the Minister of Foreign Affairs to the Voice of
the Islamic Republic of Tran—read by announcer.]

[Text] In His exalted name. Regarding the statement issued by thc Muslim
Student Followers of the Imam’s Policy stationed at the US den of espionage
about the fack ol the Imam's approval concerning the handing over of the
hostages to the Revolution Council, in which the student followers called [as
heard] a tissue of lies, it is pointed out that:

1. Whatever has been said quoting the Imam has been based on the report
submitted to the Revolution Council on Thursday.

2. The Revolution Council has declared its unanimous approval of the
handing over of the hostages.

3. On behalf of the council, [ [Sadeq Gotbzadeh] have been assigned to this
task, and will inform the brave Iranian nation of all the matters in an interview
wonight. May a dark day beflall the.deceitful.

[ Signed] Sadeq Gobzadeh, Minister of Foreign Affairs.

133. Student Statement on Hostages

JN08§1958 Tehran Intcrnational Service in Arabic, 1900 GMT, 8 Mar. 80 JN.

{Statement issued 8 March by the Muslim Student Followers of the Imam’s
Policy residing in the US “den of cspionage”™—read by announcer.]

{Text] In the name of God, the compassionate, the merciful. Noble, struggling
and maturc Iranian pcople: Within our expression of our complete appreciation
and thanks for your sincerc support, especially that of our dear brother and
sister students of schools and universities, we would like to draw your attention
to the following points:

1. The destiny of the people and the homeland as well as the destiny of the
progress of the Great Iranian Islamic renaissance in the face of the superpowers,
particularly the colonialist oppressive United States—the first enemy, which is
the source of all our catastrophes—cannot be achieved except through the unity
and saleguarding of opinion under Imam Khomeini, leader of the nation and
founder of the Islamic Republic of Iran.
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2. We humbly call on all the people to carry on with their great revolution
under Imam Khomeini and his decisive and noncapitulatory leadership and to
dircet their slaps to the face of the United States, which is exposed and
colonialist, so that it will learn thal any initiative toward releasing the hostages
will only be abortive efforts and that the struggling Iranian people have decided
to conlinue their struggle in order to cxtradite the fleeing deposed Shah and the
wealth he plundered until all forms of subservience are uprooted. As Imam
Khomcini said, the destiny of the hostages will be decided by the Islamic Shura
Council.

3. As long as we do not consider the issue of a meeting between the
investigation commission and the hostages as a revolutionary step nor within the
Imam’s trend, and as long as we do not consider standing in the face of the
officials and the executive authoritics and creating a government within a
government as a revolutionary act nor in the interest of the country, we decided
to hand over the hostages.

We condemn, denounce and reject any sit-in, strike or any similar initiative
that may end in the interest ol opportunists and plotiers.

134, Revolution Council Statement on Transfer

LD081918 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian, 1830 GMT, 8 Mar. 80 LD.

[ Text™ of 8 March statement by the Revolution Council in connection with
the transfer of the hostages, *‘issucd in order to clear up the facts and remove any
ambiguity”-—read by announcer.]

{Text] In the name of God, the merciful, the compassionate. Considering the
rumours and discussions with regard (0 the handing over of the US hostages to
the Revolution Council and in view of the fact that, regrettably, certain
clements, wittingly or unwittingly, arc always trying to fan rumours and thus
remove the understanding and cooperation which are at present the seerct of our
{?success), the Revolution Council deems it necessary to inform the public of the
details of the cvents, in order to clear up facts and remove any ambiguity:

When the question of arrival of the commission of inquiry into the erimes of
the ousted Mohammad Reza Pahlavi was raised at the Revolution Council and
approved, Dr. Abolhassan Bani-Sadr, the chairman of the Revolution Council,
raised the point with the Imam of the nation in order to seek his views. The
Imam agreed with the arrival of the mission in Iran and its probable meeting
[presumably with the hostages).

Having been netified of the council’s decision about the probable meeting of
the mission, the Muslim students stationed at the former US Embassy expressed
their opposition. The Revolution Council which considered the opposition of
these brothers and sisters, despite explicit orders issued by the Imam regarding
the need to obey the Revolution Council as unaceeptable, announced its decision
as a responsible source in a meeting held with the participation of the President,
a number of council members and the representatives of the studentis. This was
on Monday, 3 March.

Somec student representatives, during a& long meeling with Mr. Hashemi
Rafsanjani, a member of the Revolution Council, stated that they would hand
over the hostages to the Revolution Coungil, thus relieving themselves of any
responsibility. Mr. Hashemi Raflsanjani warned the brothers against this action.
This was on Wednesday, 5 March.

Despite all these, in a statement sent dircetly to the media on Thursday, 6
Muarch, the students announced that they considered themselves as having no
responsibility for keeping the hostages and that they would hand them over to the
Revolution Council. The Revolution Council held a meeting on Thursday evening
to discuss the persistent decision by the students to hand the hostages over to the
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Revolution Council. The question was raised in this meeting concerning the
students continuing to have responsibility for the hostages as the most suitable
way 1o deal with the problem. However, as it appeared that the students were
determined to relieve themselves of such a responsibility, the question as to which
government organ should have the responsibility was discussed. It was eventually
decided that should the students persist in their decision, then the -Foreign
Ministry should take delivery of and keep the hostages, until such time when the
Istamic Consultative Assembly would make a final decision.

What has been and is the council’s view is that the commission can meet the
hostages, unless the students continue to oppose such a meeting, in which case,
as they proposed, the hostages should be handed over and the Foreign Ministry
should then be responsible for the procedure.

In conclusion it is emphasized that any decision about the fate of the hostages,
as announced by the Imam, is up to the nation’s representatives and the Islamic
Consultative Assembly.

[Signed] The Islamic Republic Revolution Council; Saturday, 8 March 1980.

135. Guards Backing of Khomeini

LD091802 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian, 1643 GMT, 9 Mar. 80 LD.

[Announcement issued by the central headquarters of the Revolution Guards
Corps; date not given—read by announcer.]

[Text] It is written in the constitution of the corps and we have repeatedly
announced that the Guards Corps considers the Velayat-¢ Fagih [vice-regency of
the chief theologian] to be the mest revolutionary article and one which should
be adhered to at all costs, and is proud to deem itself dutybound to follow Imam
Khomeini at all times and under all circumstances.

With regard to this issue, there is nothing left to say but the decree of our
leader: the issue of the hostages is in the hands of the representatives of the
people and the Islamic Consultative Assembly.

136. Gotbzadeh Communiqué on Negotiations

NC091720 Paris AFP in English, 1710 GMT, 9 Mar. 80 NC.

[Text] Tehran, 2 March (AFP)—The “Islamic students” holding 50 Americans
hostage in the United States Embassy have set “new conditions” on handing them
over 10 the Revolutionary Council, Foreign Minister Sadeq Gotbzadeh said
today. In a communiqué published by Pars News Agency, Mr. Gotbzadeh said Lhe
conditions had been submitted to his ministry after “lengthy negotiations™, but
did not explain what the new demands were.

Mr. Gotbzadeh’s communiqué gave the following account of these negotia-
tions: “The representative of the Foreign Ministry went to the den of espionage
(the US Embassy) to take delivery of the American hostages.

After detailed negotiations the Moslem students proposed the following
conditions for the delivery of the hostages:

1. The students must be informed eight hours ahead about the time of delivery
and this time should be sometime before the 8 a.m., 2 p.m. and 8 p.m. radio news
so that the public could be informed of the measure.

2. From the moment of the delivery of the hostages the responsibility for their
lives must rest with those who take delivery of them.”

“In view of the above conditions it is clear that the students have no intention
to deliver the hostages and do not wish the United Nations commission to meet
them™, the statement said.
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The statement declared: "I is clear that (?the reasons) that prompt the
students to (want to) publicize the precise time ol the hostages’ release will
permit the 2,000-odd persons permanently assembled before the embassy, and
whaose opinions are known to all, to prevent the handing over from taking place,
thus permitting the students to proclaim that the nation has asked them to keep
the hostages.”

The Foreign Ministry concluded by saying that the stand taken by the
students “‘clearly reveals how the matier wouid end—no further comment is
needed™.

The mititants must decide within the next 24 hours whether they will allow the
international commission to see the hostages at the Embassy or whether they
will hand them over to the Revolutionary Council, Mr. Gotbzadeh said.

Speaking after a council meeting, the Foreign Minister said, “Nothing has
changed, as far as we are concerned. The essenbial thing is a commission visit to
all the hostages.”

The date for handing the hostages over to the Revolutionary Council will be
sct on Monday, Mr. Gotbzadeh said.

Council Spokesman Hassan Habibi said meanwhile that the Foreign Minister
was still authorized to accept the hostages' transfer, despite the fact that the
militants holding them had refused to go through Mr. Gotbzadeh.

[37. Students on Commission Mecting, Handover

JN090824 Tehran International Service in Arabic, 0800 GMT, 9 Mar. 80 IN.

[Text] The Muslim Student Followers of the Imam’s Policy have announced
that the holding of a meeting between the members of the United Nations fuct-
finding commission investigatiog the crimes of the deposed Shah and all the
hostages is impossible and 1s considered a deviationist act.

In a statement rcleased today and reported by the Pars News Agency,
the students added that the US spy hostages are ready for delivery [Arabic:
muaddun i at-taslim] to the representative of the lslamic Revolutionary
Council who can come to the den of US espionage between 100 and 1700
[Tehran local time] today, provided he brings with him an official order from the
council.

138. Students Demand Shah’s Return

NC092032 Paris AFP in English, 2026 GMT, 9 Mar. 80 NC.

[Excerpts] Tehran, 9 March (AFP)}—Moslem militants holding about 50
American hostages said today that the hostages would not be freced until the
former Shah returned to Iran cven if they are turned over to Iran’s ruling
Revolutionary Council. The militants, who reiterated threats that the captives
will be tried as alleged spies, said that friendly lranian-American relations are
“absolutely out of the guestion” and vowed to coatinue holding the US
Embassy here, site of the more than four-month-tong hostage affair.

“If the Shah is not returncd, the spics will not be liberated”, the militants said
repeatedly in their first news conference since offering last week to turn the
captives over (o Iran’s ruling Revolutionary Council.

The militants also warned that “our people will start a series of trials
against thc hostages—dirly spics—lo exposc the dirty face of American
imperialism™.

The militants refused to confirm the preeise number of hostages. They held
that there was no way Iran and the United States could establish friendly
relations in the future.
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139. Mahdavi Kani Interviewed on Handover of Hostages

LD121115 Tehran Keyhan in Persian, 9 Mar. 80, p. 2 LD.

[Unattributed report: “Mahdavi Kani: Revolution Council, not Gotbzadch,
Is Taking over the Hostages.”]

[Excerpt] “I{ the questions of the handover of the hostages to the representa-
tive of the Revolution Council, or the visit by the commisston of inquiry into the
crimes of the Shah and America are not resolved, we will resolve this issue with
the involvement of the Imam Khomeini, leader of the revolution.”

In an exclusive interview with Keyhan Acting Interior Minister Mahdavi Kani
made the above comment, and in reply to a question by the Keyhan correspon-
dent, who said: “The students have said that they will hand over the hostages to
any represeniative other than Gotbzadeh™, he answered:

*The Revolution Council announced in a statement last night that the
hostages must be handed over to the Foreign Ministry, and this must be done,
with Gotbzadeh responsible for the actual handover arrangements; but it is the
Revolution Council itself which is taking over the hostages, not Gotbzadeh or
any other person.”

The question was asked: ““If the students refuse to hand them over, where do
you think the matter will end?”

Ayatollah Mahdavi Kani declared: “If this happens, the matter will be
resolved with the involvement of the Imam, leader of the revolution.”

In reply to the question: “Won't the taking over of the hostages by the
Revolution Council result in the Government and the Revolution Council being
stigmatized for hostage taking and provoke a large-scale political attack by
America, with pressure being brought to bear on Iran by America?”’, Ayatollah
Mahdavi Kani said:

“In my view there will be no change in America’s policy since America knows
that, although the hostages are in the hands of the students, the leader of the
revolution, the Revolution Council and the Government have in effect approved
[their actions]. Thus under present circumstances the American Government
knows that it is the Iranian Government that is responsible, and there is no
difference whether the hostages are held by the students or by the Foreign
Ministry. The American Government knows that the Trantan Government
cannot make a decision which runs counter to the wish of the leader of the
revolution and the nation or Iran. On this basis, America will not intensify its
measures more than before.”

Ayatollah Mahdavi Kani then replied to the question: *‘the Imam’s announce-
ment makes the hostage issue the responsibility of the national representatives in
the Islamic Consultative Assembly. Can the students therefore take advantage of
this to refuse to hand over the hostages?”

Ayatollah Mahdavi Kani said: “there are two issues: the release of the hostages,
and the question of their being visited and moved to a new location. The Imam has
delegated only the issue of their release to the Consullative Assembly representa-
tives, not the question of their being visited or that of where they arc being held,
which has nothing to do with the Majles” [interview ends].

140. Students Interview

GF092030 Tehran Domestic Television Service in Persian, 1810 GMT, 9 Mar,
80 GF.

[Interview with three representatives of the students holding the hostages at
the American Embassy; unknown whether live or recorded—intercepted in
progress.|

[Excerpts] { Unidentified student ] When this commission issues its findings and
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statements regarding the hostages it will be the words of the commission that
will be listened to around the world. What guarantee do we have that these
commission members have any sympathy for the Iranian nation and the Iranian
Revolution and all the sufferings of our people. It is natural that they do not
have the same kind of sympathy as the ranian people. We have no guarantee
that these commission members will act the way we and our revolution demand.
S0, the only thing we can do once the commission releases its findings is to offset
and neutralize its false propaganda, if any, against us.

[ Question] 1 want you to give me your views about this whole problem and
the reaction of the officials in this respect.

[Answer] One of the most important matters sincc the beginning of the
revolution has been the way some of our officials and administrators have been
behaving in this country. Whether or not their actions and behaviour have been
in line with the Imam’s policy in this respect, the Imam has repeatedly stated that
we must get Mohammad Reza and he must stand trial. Otherwise, we will bring
all the hostages to trial and by so doing will actually be bringing the United
States to trial.

But as far as our officials and those in charge of the administration and their
handling of this problem, they have not always been in line with the Imam’s
policy. Our executives have been following a different policy. After all it is the
duty of these officials to recognize and identify the actual line and direction of
the Imam’s policy. We witnessed this during the provisional government. As
soon as they were faced with any problem they would immediately threaten us
with their resignation. This was nothing but an atiempt to use the threat of
resignation as a weapon against us, against domestic forces and against all
proper lincs and policies.

[Question] Tt has been said that if the hostages were in the hands of the
Iranian Government it would mecan a declaration of war against the United
States. How would you answer and justify this point?

[Answer] From the very first day the hostages were taken by, in fact, the
Iranian people, there werc many views concerning the fact this act was in
violation of international law. However Iran knows that the United States—the
bloodthirsty and conspiratorial United States—ignores all matters and that it
has violated the simplest rules regarding this nation. Therefore, for this nation
international laws and regulation have no meaning. The Imam immediately
confirmed this act of hostage taking and the whole naticn approved it. This was
a severe and irreparable blow to the United States. This whole episode was
under the Imam’s leadership and it was moving under his leadership. It was
moving decisively. We saw that whenever there was any statemen! or decision by
the United States, or by Carter himself, against Iran the Imam would immedi-
ately respond and refute them. For example, the United Stales said it would use
force to free the hostages. The Imam replied that the United States would not
dare to do anything. When they threatened us with their cconomic sanctions, the
Imasm stated clearly that the economic sanctions would be harmful to the United
States, and not to Iran. However, the fact that the hostages are being turned
over to the Government, if the hostages should be handed over to the
Government, this would be as a declaration of war against the United States [as
heard].

But we have to see under what conditions this whole thing would not be
considered as a declaration of war against the United States. This is something
that must be made clear to the Iranian people. But in the international language
it would naturally mean a declaration of war.

[Question] Another question in this respect. Don’t you think that this act of
[transferring the hostages] may be in the interest of the United States as well?

[Answer] Yes, We believe that in our confrontation with the United States
and in general in this whole question ol the occupation of the espionage den, it
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has been clearly proven that the United States cannot do anything at all. Our
revolution proved this whole thing quite well and clearly. But if we should
deviate from the Imam’s path and policy, then there can be another (?story).
Obviously, the United States will be very pleased if this should happen. We
could have continued this whole thing as we had in the past. We could have
proven our decisiveness and thus could have had a confrontation with the
United States by continuing the policy that we had followed from the first day of
the takeover. However, when we are faced with this other problem of govern-
ment officials wanting to resign, and since this action would weaken them at this
rate, and we do not in any way wish to enter into any controversy and disputes
with the government officials, we prefer to hand them over to them, This way, if
there should be any deviation we would not be a participant in it.

[Question] Could you tell us how the students are behaving and how their
activities will be conducted in the future?

[ Answer ] The students at the US Embassy were formerly active in the society
like everyone else. But all their activitics were in line with the Imam’s policy.
When the matter of taking over the espionage den occurred it was an event that
was in accordance with the nation’s wishes. The entire nation approved and
supported this action. This was an actlion that enjoyed the Imam’s full support.
Now that these students are handing the hostages over, it does not mean that
these forces are being eliminated. These forces will pursue their activities in
accordance with the Imam’s policy. In other words, transfer of the hostages does
not in any way mean these students will be removed from the scene. I hope they
will follow and continue their activities in all dimensions of society.

[Question] What about all these accusations against you and the matter of the
revelations?

[ Answer] We hope we will, in one way or other, continue our revelations. As
we announced previously, we consider 1t our duty to make all documents and
papers obtained at the espionage den available to the nation because they belong
to the pecople. We will do this in whatever way possible. If the radio and
television networks are willing to carry them we will do it that way; or through
the use of the press; or through the Embassy—the espionage nest itsell.
Otherwise, if no other way is available to us, we will publish them in books and
make them available to the nation. Regarding the revelations and the accusa-
tions that thesc documents are forged and are not genuine, it is only natural that
those who have been disgraced by these documents want to somehow acquil
themselves,

The ironic thing is that the same people who try to say that these are all forged
and phony documents, try on the other hand to justify why they have done all
the things that we have revealed to them. Many of these spies we have been
holding were the ones who had been in contact with these {Iranian] individuals.
These papers and documents had been prepared by these spies as a result of their
conversations and contacts with these individuals, We would have brought these
spies on television so they could be confronted by thesc individuals. However,
now that these hostages are being handed over to the Revolution Council they
will be the ones to decide what to do about this episode. But all thosc documents
were seized [tom the espionage nest and there is no question about their
accuracy and authenticity.

[ Question] As a last question, | would like to know what the outcome and
consequences of your action would be in relation to the transfer of the hosiages
to the Revolution Council?

[Answer] As followers of the Imam’s policy we wanted to preserve the
ideological nature of our move and not give in to any kind of compromise or
reconciliation. The Imam’s line and policy with all its prestige and grandeur
should not be tainted or blemished in any way because of our action. However,
our decision was actually in the direction of unity. That is, our decision about
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handing over Lhe hostages to the Revolution Council was in reality for the
purpose of preserving our unity lest we should in any way—God forbid—be the
victims of our feelings and scntimentality. We did not want to create any
situation or confrontation that would destroy the order of our society and that
state of unity which is necessary for our society. This action per se does have
certain conseguences and it will bring about certain worrics and despair—that
the question of the hostages might be solved in some way {other than the way we
wanted}—but the nation 15 wary and alert and would not let the question of the
hostages, which the Imam has stressed, be solved in any other way.

As a matter of fact, nobody can toy with the hostage problem so easily,
especially the hostages who are in our hands as a result of perhaps a whole
century of tyranny and oppression inflicted upon this nation by colonialism. No
one can kidnap them or let them go so casily. Qur aim is to face this whole
problem calmiy with reason and logic without becoming victims of our own
personal feclings and sentiments.

[ Question] Thank you for taking part in this discussion.

141. Gotbzadeh Statement on Situation

GF(92330 Tehran Domestic Television Service in Persian, 1830 GMT, 9 Mar.
80 GF.

[Statement by [ranian Foreign Minister Sadeq Gotbzadeh on 9 March—live
or recorded.]

[Text] My thanks to the Almighty, and [ pray to the Almighty that he should
as soon as possible grant a speedy and total recovery to our beloved eminent
leader 5o that he may witness the good deeds and wrongdoings, deviations, acts
of honesty and events that have occurred this evening,.

In response 1o our student friends—the students who are stationed at the
espionage nesl—a host of guestions and points have been mentioned and
discussed. In order to clear the public’s guestions about them, I have been
commissioned by the Revolution Council to answer them. 1 hope this statement,
which is being made for the first time, will provide some answers. I hope it will
answer the people’s questions and will draw the attention of our brothers and
sisters to the comments and points which we hopc were unintentionally
overlooked by them. However, this is being done primarily 1o answer people’s
questions. For this reason, no efforts will be made to employ the same tone and
manner uscd by them, Before anything clse, there is the question of the Imam’s
policy. At least 1, who had the honour of being his disciple for the past 17 years,
have obeyed his orders. 1 was also in charge of reporting what I was
commissioned to do, which I always did and would always return for further
orders. When they talk about the mam'’s line and policy—and up until now
nobody has addressed nor clarified this line and policy—cverybody has a certain
way of speaking about it. T will discuss what 1 have understood of it so we can
see how far thesc matters are based on what we comprehend from it.

1 believe the Imam’s policy speaks decisively, honestly, clearly and with moral
honesty void of any and all kinds of politics and any other type of planning. It
does not blame any one person or persons. It is based on knowledge,
perspicacity and wisdom and it wants to preserve all our Muslim interests and
the interests of our fatherland. It respects and honours the Islam of the
oppressed. When someone claims to be a follower of the Imam’s policy, he must
not enly keep these points in mind but he should also make all of these points his
guide in his daily life. 1t is on this basis that [ should like to make explanations
tonight.

[n an interview, in which three of the gentlemen took part and made certain
comments and statements, the central peint of the questioning was the
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commission. I believe certain ¢learly inaccurate stalements were made about this
commission. In fact, certain false accusations werc made. These are in no way
parallel or compatible with the Imam’s policy. 1 would like to refer to these
accusations and regard them as having been made solely as a result of
unawareness so we c¢an see what the future will bring.

Let me first describe onece and for all the background of this commission.
Long ago, after | was entrusted with the responsibility of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, there was talk about selecting and bringing an international grand jury
to, on the basis of documents and cvidence in our possession, conduct an
investigation into the government of Reza Khan’s son and his entourage as well
as the meddlings of the colonialist and criminal policies of the United States in
Iran.

This plan was presented to the Imam and was approved by him. S¢ we started
taking action in this direction. The Tmam had made statements in this regard.
Naturally, this was first approved by the Revolution Council and was later
submitted to the Imam by the Revolution Council.

Unfortunately, in the course of implementing this plan, when we invited Mr.
MacBride to come here, he came accompanied by two attorneys who were
members of the communist party. In the course of our discussions with them we
were told that they would be willing to participate in such a comimission
provided that the hostages were released. For, as they put it, no decent human
being would be willing to take part in this commission without the release of the
hostages. They said that at the very least the hostages should be released after
the commission had been formed and came to Iran. Not only did they teli me
this, but | reporied it to the Revolution Council. The Revolution Councit
assigned three members to discuss the matter with these gentlemen: Avatollah
Montazeri; my brother, Mr. Habibi; and I attended the meeting. Naturatly,
these were unacceptable conditions. We could not actually accept them and
could not choose the members of an international grand jury from among those
personalities who could have had some international influence and impact,
unless, of course, we wanted to simply have certain individuals who would come
and sit and talk but who would not have had any public relations impact around
the world.

After this incident, Mr. Waldheim asked to come to Iran on two or three
occassions. We turned down his rcquest every time. After everything has been
discussed Mr. Waldheim once again asked to come 10 Iran in order to obtain
first-hand information and witness what had been happening in Iran. This
matter was discussed at the Revolution Council and was presented to the Imam.
When everyone was present at the meeting of the Revolution Council the Imam
said he would not object to the idea and went on to say that he [the Imam)] was
not an official person and would not meet anyone on an official basis. It was then
clear that Mr. Waldheim could come to Tran to obtain certain information and
that the Imam would not see him in any official capacity. This whole matter was
immediately reported to Mr. Waldheim, So he came and we, as much as we
could, discussed various matters. We talked about the crimes committed here.
Details of these discussions were presented to the Imam who studied them. In
order to help him {Waldheim] understand what had been going on in Iran we
arranged for him to visit both the Behesht-¢ Zahra Cemetery as well as (o see the
invalids [passage indistinet].

The question of an international commission was brought up in our discus-
sion with Waldheim. The commission was te be formed on three principles:
investigation of the Shah’s crimes; investigation of the Shah’s looting and those
of his family members; and a visit with the hostages. This was reported to the
Revolution Council at a meeting attended by all council members, among them
Ayatollah Montazeri, who also took part. The question was brought up and was
approved by every member of the council and the recording of that meeting’s
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procecdings is still available. 1t was therefore agreed that Waldheim should take
steps in this direction without delay. Upon his return to the United States, the
US Government would not approve the plan for the commission unless the
hostages were released. They were insisting that in accordance with the Security
Council resolution, the hostages must be released in order for 1the commission Lo
bc formed. We resisted and insisted that the question of the hostages’ release
must be totally separate and divorced from the matter of the commission.

This was a point upon which we persisted from the very beginning and upon
which we ure stifl insisting, Qur insistence and resistance eventually resulted in
the formation of the commission. Now what kind of individuals arc the members
of the commission? Mr. (Banjavi) lrom Algicrs is an Algerian revolutionary and
a trustworthy person who for years had been in opposition to the régime. Mr.
Davoudi, is a well-known judge in Syria and is one of the staunchest supporters
of Iran's Revolution and [word indistinct]. Mr. Pettiti is a Frenchman who is a
president of the French Bar Association. His statements and comments over the
years against the Shah are innumerable. In fact, in all cases whenever we had
senl any one of lawycers, they would have definitely voted for him [as heard]. Mr.
[name indistinct] rom Venezuela studicd and investigated the same type of
crimes in Chile. And the last person, from Sri Lanka, is also intercsied in events
in Asia. We accepted this commission when it was formed and it came to Iran.
The Revolution Council was fully informed about the details of the matter, and,
in fact, this whole question of the commission coming here to investigate matters
was also presented to the lmam. After taking this matter into consideration the
Imam announced that the commission could come and investigate the Shah’s
crimes and act accordingly, The Imam advised the whole nation that whoever
had any kind of document and cvidence concerning the Shah’s crimes was
dutybound to go and discuss them with the commission members. In fact, there
were times when one would be seized by a strange feeling upon sceing those
scenes [passage indistinct]. All statements and documents given by these victims
were prepared so that not only the commission members could study them but
we could present them Lo the Panamanian court as well. But the fact ts that of all
these students who claimed and stili claim they have documents and evidence
against the Shah’s régime—although the commission invited them and although
the Panamanian lawyer invited them to present and submit their cases—not one
of them came forward to submit their evidence.

However, there were no promises or obligations on the part of the commission
members, Rather, 1t was our initiative, Unfortunately, there arc certain people in
this country who cannot believe that an Iranian can usc his own initiative and
can show resistance and take action. Even now, these pcople still find the
American hand interfering in everything.

They still believe that the United States is always meddling. In the past there
wis also a time when if the meat in the stew was not cooked well everyone used
Lo say that the British had something to do with it. Anyway, this was at our own
initiative. Tt was our own initiative from the very beginning, and it was a right
and proper initiative. Some people are saying that this commission is supervised
by Waldheim or by the United States. What does this mean? Does this mean that
you are doubting the honour and honesty of all the members of this commis-
sion? Or, going a step further, that it is the imam’s order that we should co-
operate with this commission? And now you are trying to say that even the
Imam is not following his own policies? What kind of logic is this? Why should
the truth be twisted? It is very illogical and ynbecoming. Some insist on saying
that this commission was presented under a different. guise. First they said il was
established to obtain the purpose of visiting the hostages. Yes, all kinds of things
were planned outside the country. Many things have been said against our
revolution. Are we supposed to be an unchanging subordinate of the outside
world or are we 10 (ollow our own deeds and actions? Even at that time we did
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say that it was neither the question or condition of the hostages’ release nor was
it the question of solving the hostage problem. The commission’s function was
what has been explained and the question of the visit to the hostages was part of
1L

Keeping all the documents and evidence in your possession for such a long
time and your refusing to turn these documents over to the commission or to
submit them to the Panamanian lawyer for the Shah's extradition on the one
hand, and your refusal to let the commission visit the hostages on the other hand
does not make any scnse at all, During this television interview, they said the
commission would report to the world about the condition of the hostages or
that they should be transferred to the hospital. The entire Iranian nation is fully
aware that the condition of these hostages is very good and that they live a far
better life than even the students themselves. Why should we be afraid of letting
them be visited il'it is a fact that their condition is good and there is no cause for
concern or worry? Up until last week not even one member of the Revolution
Council had been able to visit the hostages much less [word indistinct]. The
foreigners were allowed to see them but the members of the Revolution Council
were nol asked to come and see them for themselves or ask them about their
conditions. We only had reports saying that they were fine. Why on earth were
you afraid of letting anyone see them? Even a prisoner has visitation rights. Why
has there been so much stubborn persistence in refusing to allow any one to see
them? Unless we say 1hat all claims about their being fine and well are false, and
this is something we do not wish to say such a thing for the time being; not for
now anyway. However, it is not right that we should try to hinder someone
trying to prepare any kind of report about the condition of the hostages. The
students, on the other hand, believe that right from this moment we should try to
hinder their action through some kind of propaganda! This is where we must
remember that the Imam is totally against any and all types of political
manocuvring. We must say that this is not the basis of our promises or
obligations. It is false to say that there have been some promises made and there
are certain sneaky things going on. It is false to say that we want to transfer them
to a hospital and then release them from the hospital! We have always been
honest. Not onc wrong word has ever been uitered by the Imam’s sacred longue.
Those who follow his policy must not resort to these types of tactics for these are
tactics belying the Imam’s policy and line. This is very important [passage
indistinct]. Why is there suddenly the question of having the initiative within our
power and control? The commission members should leave now and return later!
Why? Why? If we have had the initiative, we still have it.

Secondly, when the commission members have been told that such a thing
[visiting the hostages] is feasible and they have come here, and we then back out
On our promise, is this not enough reason for us to be ashamed and embarrased?
How could they possibly trust us and take our word for it? And why should
they? Now, you cither have certain information and you should make it
available to them, or this whole thing could be based on some false imagination.
And false imagination before a Muslim brother is not worthy or dignified.

1 am addressing the struggling Muslim people who for many long years have
been tortured and oppressed. How could they allow themselves to think that ali
members of the Revolution Council—who are all devoted friends of the Imam,
and some of whom have spent years in prison and some of whom have been
serving the Imam for years—could be called conciliators? And now it is only
these gentlemen [militant students] who are the followers of the Imam’s policy?
What kind of a mature, wise and unbiased person could accept this? Qur nation
is both mature, wise and unbiased. Concerning the fact that the United States 15
exerting pressure, [ discussed this matter with the other four members of the
council in the presence of Dr. Bani-Sadr to determine whether or not there is any
proof or evidence for such a claim. So far, we have not obtained a single
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document proving this. Such a thing does not exist. Therefore, this claim was not
correct either.

As far as supporting the Imam and using the Imam’s words, who said the
United States would not dare do anylhing? Yes, the Imam did say that the
United States would not dare do anything. The [mam said we were not afraid of
their economic blockade. Yes, he did say that. But what is our duty? Our duty is
to takc the Imam’s words and turn them into deeds. In other words, we must act
so the United States will not dare do such a thing. Our duty is not simply to sit
and shout slogans. Our duty is to act. We must convert the Imam’s orders from
words into deeds. All our struggles have been aimed toward this goal. This is
where the confrontations between the responsible followers of the Imam and the
irresponsible ones become evident. Here I must quite unfortunately mention that
the scope of false accusalions has become so prevalent that even at this time we
hear that our Foreign Minister went to Europe and the US Secretary of State
went to Europe and nobody knows what took place. Reports on my trip to
Europe are still available and arc clear. The US Secretary of State did not come
to Europe at that time. He went there afterwards. Now, are you trying to say
that nobody should travel from any part of the world to any other place simply
because you can sit here and say that if they do go it would mean that they fword
indistinct]? We went to Italy to discuss the helicopters that we have paid for, but
they would not deliver them to us because of this whole episode. We needed and
do nced these helicopters, We needed the helicopters to cope with the problem of
Khuzestan flood. As for other agreements and contracts with other countries,
the same thing occurred in France. One billion dollars of our assets are frozen
there in connection with nuclear energy. Should we not do these things? Are we
noi entitled? Don’t we have a right? If we should take such a trip and later the
US Secretary of State should take a trip, does this mean conciliation? This is
where we can mention and remember that the Imam’s policy is the guardian of
moral honesty.

As for this commission working under Waldheim’s supervision, 1 believe I
have sufficiently and adequately explained how it started and where it is now.
What kind of a guaraniec can we have that they should in any way be
sympathetic toward Iran? What kind of a guarantee? Guarantee in its full sense
can never be provided by anyene in any place in the world. A guarantee is
usually dependent on a person’s actions,

It is our words and deeds that can guarantce our statements in this world.
When a number of individuals entrusted with the responsibility of our country’s
administralion enter a clear-cut agreement for the purpose of exposing these
crimes and this agreement is blocked and hindered by a group, then who in this
world will consider our words of our Government worth a penny? However,
after all this and after all these cxplanations, one of the gentlemen brought up
the question of whether or not exccutive bodies are in line with the Tmam’s
policy? This is where [ must mention that this suspicion and uncertainty do exist,
if they allow themselves to have this kind of suspicion and uncertainty. T will
mention something here so that we can get to its various cases later. The main
question is whether or not we actually want to fight against the eriminal United
States or to weaken and destroy the countiry’s executive power? One is entitled to
such a question. These’are the questions that it would not'be a bad idea to debate
someday and bring these matters up one at a time. Do not just use the word
“mostly” by saying that the cxecutive bodies are mostly not in fine with the
Imam’s policy. What does this word “mostly” mean? Now, are we also going lo
sit and be told what our dutics and functions are supposed to be? Then they said
that we had threatened to resign. That was why we said it was not so and we
would give back the hostages [sentence as heard]. This was not so.

The reality in the case of taking the hostages was that the Revolutionary
Council unanimously agreed that the commission should complete its work on
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all its three phases and should then leave the country. The students opposed this.
They asked for discussions and negotiations. Yet there was no such arrangement
that a number of the Revolutien Council members would come and ncgotiate
with these gentlemen.

Now, how many governments do we have in this country? Neverthcless, we
did not object to their proposal. We got together and began talks. The next day a
communiqué on the meeting was issued which unfortunately was not complete
because other matters had been discussed at the meeting. After the meeting,
these gentlernen went to the residence of one of the Council members—
unfortunately 1 am not at liberty to mention his name because he is a candidate
for the parliament—and held discussions there for three or four hours. That was
where they had stated that they could not accept the Council’s proposal, and the
Council member had told them that the Council’s order must be carried out.
Then the brother of the Council member asked about our plan for the transfer of
the hostages to the hospital, to which 1 replied that if there were no [health]
problems there would be no such action. The question of transferring them to a
hospital, [ said, would only come up if therc was a need for it. This can cven be
done under their own supervision if they so desire. After all, the nation must be
aware of all of these, [ went on to say. Presently, there is no talk about
transferring them 1o a hospital at all. Then they issued their declaration that if
we did not accept their proposal they would hand over the hostages. That is they
wotld hand them over to the Revolution Council, The brother of the Council
member insisted that they should not do this. Tt would not be proper; and they
should keep the hostages. But they kept insisting that they wanted to hand them
over to the Council. To tell you the truth, when I was told this over Lhe
telephone, 1 {elt that it was a blufl rather than reality. So I said we would accept
them and would be ready to confront any resulting international situation. It
was very clear from the beginning that it was the Imam’s order that the
Parliament was the only group that could speak on the people’s behalf, and it
would determine the fate of the hostages. Therefore, they will be kept until the
Parliament convenes. $o they went to the Imam’s residence and it was discussed
there as well. The councilman’s brother and Mr, Bani-Sadr were assigned by the
council to call on the Imam and discuss the matter.

Mr. Bani-Sadr went to see the Imam, but the brother did not or could not go.
The matter of students’ statement about handing the hostages over to the
Council was brought up. The Imam had replied that it would be acceptable
provided that they should not be released until the Parliament convencs—
without exception. Mr. Bani-Sadr, as member of the Council, accepted this.

Now, where is the falsity about this wholc thing that the newspapers, which
arc managed and financed by the funds for the oppressed, should put out bold
headlines on behalf of the students, who arc supposed to be honest and sincere
and to call this a falsity. And I am fully behind this statement. But of course, all
of those demonstrations and marches that were staged were the symbol and
mantifestation of those who insist that under no circumstances can we have any
free time to manage the nation's affairs and that all of our minds and efforts
should be focused and exhausted on that centre [US Embassy], and everyday
there should be a communiqué.

As for the students’ revelations, I have many things to say about them. These
documents and evidence—we said from the very first day that they should be
entrusted to certain persons so that no one could reach them. However, this was
not done. I must say that some of these so-calied documents that I have heard
about are totally worthless. They are not documents of evidence. They often
turn out to be the words of a certain American regarding his chance meeting
with someone,

And as I already said, if some day we can enter into a face to face debate, we can
bring some of thesc documents and analyse them. Naturally, I do not want
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matters 1o reach such a point. But day in and day out accusations are slapped at
some people who have been toiling in this country for years and have gone
through all types of miserics and misfortunes. They are called US spies, ils
affiliates. Unfortunately most ol them are candidates for the parliament or clse |
would mention their names onc by one. I will mention their names in the
newspapers. After all, why should they be so unjustly slandered. 1 am saying this
here and now: il you have any single item or document on me, go ahead and
publish it, 1t does not matter what these documents relate 1o. I am not afraid to
announce right here that as far as [ know the documents published so far are
almost alt worthiess and useless, There is no reason that our decent men and
slatesmen should be so slandered and defamed. Why do you do this? For whose
benefit? Why?

As for the last remark that was made here, and | must answer it right here and
now and stop it. They said they would have liked to take each and every one of
the hostages one by one and show them these documents lor their authenticity.
And now that the hostages are being handed over to the Revolution Council, the
Council has to take over this task, For four months vou had these hostages and
all radio and television media were at your disposal. You have had at least 50 or
60 intervicws and statements. You would have done something about them if
you had been able to do anything about these so-called documents. Now you are
irying to scl a trap for the Revolution Council! Why did you not take any action
all this time?

So I shall return to the Imam's policy. The Imam’s lin¢ is the symbol and
indicator of honesty, frankness, firmness, moral honesty and is void of any and
all type of politics and any other kind of strategy. It is void of any accusations
and slander against a person or persons, and is bascd on wisdom, perspicacily,
intelligence and vision. It is for the protection of the Muslims and our homeland
and for the greatness and respect of the Islam of the oppressed throughout the
world. Wherever there is no honesty, wherever there is no frankness, wherever
there is accusation and slander, then they are not acting in accordance with the
Imam’s policy,

It has been decided that whenever there are any similar interviews they will be
responded to every step of the way and word for word so that the public may be
fully aware and cnlightened. This was our discussion and answer. And as (or the
hostages, their decislon 10 hand them over 10 the Revolution Council, the way 1
understood it, was nothing but a bluff. However, when they realized that the
Council would take them up on it, they started shouting and asking the people to
come and not tet this happen, to come and decide for themselves. If the Revolution
Council is receiving and has received its legal standing and legitimacy from the
Imam, and if the Imam’s order is to obey the Council’s resolutions, then any kind
of game playing with those decisions and any type of opposilion to those
resolutions would be in violation of the Imam’s order. And it would be
unacceptable. And no one candare say that heisin line with the lmam’s policy but
that he does not abide by the Imam’s decisions. This is very clear and explicit.

1 hope all of these remarks helped many dear compatriots to have a clearer
mind. 1 am perfectly willing and ready to make many revelations by bringing
and presenting some of the documents and to make it clear through these face to
face debates so that—as [ said in my statement yesterday—whoever has any
falschoods in him can be disgraced. May peace and God’s mercy and blessings
be upon all of you.

142. Khomeini Message on Commission’s Meeting
OW101008 Hong Kong AFP in English, 1007 GMT, 10 Mar. 80 OW.

[Text] Tehran, 10 March (AFP)—Ilranian revolutionary guide Ayatollah
Ruhollah Khomeini today dashed hopes that the United Nations international
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investigating commission could see all the American Embassy hostages. A
message published today said the commission could see only those hostages
implicated “'in the crimes of the Shah and the United States in Iran™. Once the
commission has given its opinion on the alleged crimes it will be allowed to sec
the other hostages held in the Embassy since 4 November, Avatollah Khomeini
said,

A spokesman for the students holding the estimated 50 hostages said they had
accepled the Ayatollah’s decision.

143. More on Khomeini Message

LD101200 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian, 1036 GMT, 10 Mar. 80 LD.

[Text] Following the joint session of the Revolution Council and the Council
of Ministers, which took place this morning in the presence of Imam Khomeini
at his temporary residence, the leader of the revolution addressed an important
message to the Iranian nation.

In connection with the US hostages of the former US Embassy, the leader of
the revolution addressed a message to the Iranian nation as follows:

In the name of God, th¢ merciful, the compassionate. Noble and struggling
nation of Iran. Crimes committed by the Shah and America need no proof. The
Shah and America made us dependent in all fields, Murder, vilification,
imprisonment and exile were common practice for these criminals. We shall fight
the US Government to the end of our lives. We shall not rest until we put
America in its place, cut off its hands from the region, help all liberation fighters
to defeat it and enable the Iranian people to take over their own destiny.

To us there is no difference between the aggressive East and the criminal West.
We shall fight and, as justice shall prevail, we shall tdumph. US domination
entails calamity for all the oppressed nations. The aggression committed by the
aggressive East has disgraced history.

Dear Iranian nation, beware, as we have long years of struggle ahcad of us. To
destroy you, the superpowers are engaged daily in plots. The devil’s mischief
harms the oppressed [previous sentence in Arabicl. The question raised nowa-
days is America and the American hostages and spies who are held by the
Muslim and struggling students. In this connection I shall make a few points:

l. Copies of all documents related to the US Government and the traitorous
Shah should be made available to ‘the commission of inquiry into the crimes
committed by the US Government and the Shah. As for the Muslim students,
if they, too, have any evidence, then they should provide copies to the com-
mission.

2. The meeting with the hostages involved in the dossier, on the crimes
committed by the Shah and America, can take place for the purpose of their
interrogation.

3. If the commission of inquiry announces its views in Tehran about the
crimes commilted by the ousted Shah and the interferences by the aggressive
America, then a meeting with the hostages [as heard] can take place.

Once again [ declare my support for the Revolution Council and His
Excellency the President and call on everyone to help them and spare no efforts
in supporting them. I want all strata to follow the praiseworthy Islamic ethics
and safeguard fraternal rights.

My dear sisters and brothers, today is the day of unity and unanimity; today is
the day when, if you fail in your unity, then you will be trapped either by the
East or the West. Never adhere to a single idea; do whatever serves the interest
of this land the Islamic nation. The movement of the noble nation of Iran
continues to cut off the hands of the enemies. So long as America and other
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superpowers continue with their oppression and crimes our nation too will
continue its confrontation and struggle against them, while safeguarding its
comprehensive independence with all its might. ‘

1tis up (o the intellectuals o increase their efforts in exposing the superpowers
and powers. I hope that Khomeini will never deviate from the straight path of
Islam, which is fighting against lhe oppressive powers, and will never rest in
readizing Islamic goals; as I hope our Muslims, especially the struggling Iranian
nation, will endeavour toward achieving this Islamic goal and continue their
struggle against the oppressors of the East and West.

I pray to God almighty for the victory of Islam and the Muslims. God bless
you all.

[Signed] Ruhollah Mosavi Khomeini, 10 March 1980,

144, Students’ Appeal for Marches

LD!02305 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian, 2030 GMT, 10 Mar. 80 LD.
" [Text] Following the broadcasting of the message of Imam Khomeini, leader
of the Islamic Revolution, the Muslim Student Followers of the Imam’s Policy
issued an announcement tonight. The text of the announcement is as follows;

In the name of God, the compassionate, the merciful. “We will fight against
the US Government to the end of our lives. We will not rest until we put
America in its place, cut off its hands from the region, help all the liberation
fighters to defeat it and enable the Iranian people to take over their own
destiny™, as Imam Khomein has said.

The Imam's rousing call 10 the nation gives the loud and clear glad tidings of
long years ol struggle 1o the dear and valiant nation and causes the two
supcrpowers of East and West—one of which has disgraced history through its
aggression and the other has sucked the tast drop of the blood of the oppressed
people through murders, piunders and crimes—to tremble. All the misery of the
oppressed nalions and all our different forms of political, military, economic and
cultural dependence were caused by the criminal Shah and are due to hegemonist
America.

Be wakeflul and vigilant so that you may neutralize the plots of the traitors
and the superpowers, especially America. Don’t stop struggling and fighting
until final victory which is the victory of truth. Today is not a day when
superpowers and the criminal America can withstand the tumultuous waves of
the boundless ocean of human beings who have risen to regain their lost freedom
and independence; because, according to the orders of the Imam, today is the
day of blood and martyrdom and because until the banner of “There is no God
but Allah™ is unfurled in the world and the call of “God is great” resounds the
struggle continues, and so long as the struggle continues we will be in it.

The straight path of Islam from which inconoclast Khomeini said he hopes he
will not deviate is struggle againsi the oppressive powers and the achievement of
Islam’s goals. With all our sou! we will comply with the message of cur Imam
when he said:

1. Copies of all documents rclating to the US Government and the traitorous
Shah should be made available to the commission of inquiry into the crimes
commitied by the US Government and the Shah. )

2. Meceting with the hosiages involved in the Shah's and America’s dossiers of
crimes can take place for the purpose of their interrogation.

3. If the commission of inquiry announces its views in Tehran on the crimes
committed by the ousted Shah and the interferences by aggressive America, then
a meeting with the hostages may take place.

We will act decisively and expeditiously in accordance with these orders.
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Wakelul and noble nation, your children, following the Imam of the nation,
declare today as the day of union, accord and brotherhood. In these critical and
historic moments, complying with our commitment and the heavy responsibility
which has been placed upon our shoulders, with an added strength and resolve
based on faith and by relying on and insisting on the great and life-giving
principles of unity, accord, solidarity and harmony, we will so persist in our task
until we have reinforced the divine covenant of brotherhood, equality and justice
among ourselves and the oppressed nations so that, continuing our great battle
against the oppressive and tyrannical world power, that arch-Satan, bloodthirsty
America, we may successfully achieve victory. As a crystallization and manifes-
tation of obedience to the message of the Imam when he says: “My dear sisters
and brothers, today is the day of unity and concord”, as thanksgiving for his
recovery, and in order Lo preserve the strength of unity and cohesion of all the
strata of the noble nation against bloodthirsty America, and in order to prepare
the alert nation for united participation in the clections for the Islamic
Consultative Assembly we declare—provided that this meets with the approval
of the respected supervisor of the Ministry of Interior—Thursday a day of mass
marches throughout the country.

We humbly request all the dear strata of the nation in all cities and villages to
take part in these great marches which are the embodiment of obedience 10 the
orders of the Imam concerning the maintenance of unity, accord and solidarity
and continuous struggle against America. We should mention that the routes of
the marches and their special programmes will be announced later.

[ Signed] Muslim Student Followers of the Imam’s Policy.

145. Revolution Council on Hand Over

LD102144 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian, 2030 GMT, 10 Mar. 80 LD.

[Text} Members of the Revolution Council and the Council of Ministers
tonight held a joint session. During the session various issues were discussed and
were subject 10 an exchange of views. According to a Pars News Agency
correspondent, Ayatollah Mosavi-Ardabili, following tonight’s session, said:

Foreign relations and harmonizing Iran’s foreign policy with economic and
non-economic issues were discussed during thc session tonight, and it was
decided to form a group to pursue the matter. Problems of ministries were also
discussed during the session and it was decided that these issues be discussed
with people in a round-table discussion,

The deputy education minister and another member of the Revolution
Council, in an interview with the correspondent following the session, said, in
reply to the correspondent’s question on what had been decided on the fate of
the hostages:

The Imam has specified the future with his statcment, namely that the
commission that has come may contact those individuals from among the
hostages who can make a contribution to their work in preparing their dossier; in
other words, those who have been identified as spies and whose interference in
Iran’s business has been established. The members of the commission may contact
these individuals. Another issue is that the commission must also investigate
America’s interference in Iran and that if it should require any documents, these
should be placed at their disposal, wherever this may be done. If there are any
documents in the den of espionage indicating America’s interference in Iran, these
must also be placed at the disposal of the commission. After their investigation
regarding the crimes of traitorous Mohammad Reza and America’s interference
in Iran, they should give their views on these matters here. If they announce their
views they will be entitled to meet all the hostages.

He added: Regarding taking delivery of the hostages, most of the Revolution
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Council members said: We do not want to take delivery; they should remain in
the hands of the students. The Imam, too, did net have any parlicolar views on
this matter, cither, and he said that what is important is that America’s crimes
must be pronounced here and that the fate of the hostages must be clarified by
the Majles, and there is in no way any question of releasing the hostages. Thus,
the Council will not take delivery of them, cither, and there was no insistence on
this matter from the start ecither; it was something that was proposed by the
students themselves. The majority of the members of the Council are also
opposed to taking delivery of the hostages.

He added: Another point that was raised in the presence of the Imam today
concerned the guestion of the disabled and crippled, and he ordered that these
people should be officially taken care of individually, including their familics, as
concerned housing, Jobs and all other things. The same applies to the survivors of
the martyrs. He said that these should not in any way be isolated from socicty;
they must definitcly be employed.

In answer (0 a question as to whether anything was said regarding the Muslim
Student Followers of the Imam’s Policy during the mecting today between the
members of the Revolution Council and the Imam, the deputy education
minister said: of course, there was nothing new and he insisted that the vnity of
the revolutionary ranks ol the Muslims must be preserved; that there should be
good relations znd understanding between the Revolution Council, the Muslim
Swudent Followers of the Imam’s Policy and all the people, so that, with
cohesion, solidarity and unity, they can fulfil their duty.

146. Students’ Release ol Documents

LI2110518 Tchran Domestic Service in Persian, 0430 GMT, |1 Mar. 80 LD.

[Text] The public rclations office of the Muslim Student Followers of the
Imam’s Policy has announced that following Imam Khomeini's message yester-
day, the students today put some documents concerning the intervention of the
US Government at the disposal of the commission investigating the crimes of the
Shah and the United States. These documents include:

1. One hundred and cighty-five documents belonging to the US State
Department which show the American intervention in the internal affairs of
Iran,

2. Two hundred and eighty-three espionage documents of the US espionage
organization in Iran. These documents reveal the ways in which 103 American
spies were active in lran at the time of the deposed Shah.

147. Commission’s Departure. Mccting with Students

NC110818 Paris AFP in English, 0813 GMT, 11 Mar. 80 NC.

[Text] Tehran, 11 March (AFP)»—The five-man United Nations investigation
commission left here today without secing any of the American hostages, but
they did see some of their jailers. Three of the militants, who have held the 50
Americans since 4 November went to the Hilton Hotel, where the investigators
were staying, demanding to see the Algerian commission member Mohamad
Bedjaoui to hand him a number of doecuments.

But Mr. Bedjaoui angrily refused to see them.

The militants then followed commission members 1o the airport where they
spoke for several minutes with the investigators in the presence of Foreign
Minister Sadeq Gotbzadch, in the airport VIP lounge. The meeting was behind
closed doors, but it appeared the exchanges were heated.
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The jurists then flew to New York to confer with United Nations Secretary-
General Kurt Waldheim on how to continue their assignment, which they said
was “indivisible”—a clear reference to their mandate to inquire into the alleged
crimes during the Shah's régime and to visit all the embassy hostages.

148. Gotbzadeh on Commission’s Departure

NC110936 Paris AFP in English, 0929 GMT, 11 Mar. 80 NC.

[Text] Tehran, 11 March (AFP}—An unnamed member of the ruling Revolu-
tionary Council recently visited the United States Embassy and saw each of the
50 hostages individually, Foreign Minister Sadeq Gotbzadeh said here today.
The visit was “‘one more proof that the hostages are safe and in good health™, he
said at an improvised airport news conference after seeing off the United
Nations commission investigating the alleged crimes of the ex-Shah.

149. INA on Commission’s Departure

JN110824 Baghdad INA in Arabic, 0818 GMT, 11 Mar. 80 JN.

[Excerpt] Tehran, 11 March—The United Nations commission investigating
the crimes of the deposed Shah left Tehran for New York this morning. The
commission’s spokesman made a short statement before departure, asserting
that the committee is incapable of compiling the requested report in light of the
current circumstances. He added that the commission has conveyed this
information to the Iranian authorities.

The commission decided to leave after revolutionary leader Ayatollah Ruhol-
1zh Khomeini said they could see only those hostages implicated “in the crimes
of the ex-Shah and the United States against Iran™.

Mr. Gotbzadeh added that when the hostages were sick they had been
transported to hospital, but he gave no details.

“With a little more patience it (the commission) could have accomplished the
whole of its mandate without interruption”, Mr. Gotbzadeh said. He added that
the investigators had expressed the desire to return. ““Don’t say their mission has
failed, it is simply suspended”, he added.

150. Broadcasting Official on Departure

LD111112 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian, 1030 GMT, 11 Mar. 30 LD.

[Text} The Imam’s representative at the Voice and Profile of the Islamic
Republic of Iran in a Pars interview today, gave his views on the performance of
the commission investigating the crimes committed in Iran by Mochammad Reza
Pahlavi and America.

On the unexpected return of the members of the commission he said: In my
view the nature of the commission and its mission necessitated this action and
therefore their return was not unexpected. They saw that they could not act
according to the message of the Imam, They could not do anything else. He
added: They did not come to condemn the crimes committed by Mohammad
Reza Pahlavi and America. Last night students took some files they had
discovered 1o hand them over. The students cven took these documents to Lhe
airport with them. But their efforts were fruitless. He said: One of the Iranian
offictals said that, since the occupation of the den of espionage is illegal, the
commission cannol accept the documents.

The Imam’s representative at the Voice and Profile of the Islamic Republic of
Iran refused to give the name of this official. He said: Waldheim has been quoted
as saying that the commission is not allowed to express its views in Iran.
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151. Commission's Communigué on Departure

LID111056 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian, 1035 GMT, !l Mar. 80 LD.

[Text] According to the Pars News Agency, the commission investigating the
crimes of Mohammad Reza Pahlavi and America in Iran lelt Tehran for New
York this morning. The commission released a communiqué before departure.
The text [as heard) of the communiqué is as follows:

The investigative commission carried cut its duty with regard to the investiga-
tion and examination of all Iran’s complaints, and is ready to inspect and siudy
any other documents that Iranian officials might want to submit in connection
with the crimes of the Mohammad Reza régime and America. As for the
commission’s participation in finding a solution to the international crisis, the
commission belicves that, considering the latest developments on Lhe continua-
tion of the commission’s work, the members of this commission will go back to
New York and will have talks with Kurt Waldheim.

At the end of this communigué it is mentioned that the commission is not able
to submit the result of its inquiries and had communicated this (o the [ranian
Government.

The commission investigating the crimes of Mohammad Reza Pahlavi and
America in Iran arrived in Tehran on |6 February pursuant to an invitation
extended by Iranian officials.

152. 11 March Developments concerning US Relations, Hostages
Bani-Sadr on Students, Conmission

NCU50 Paris AFP in English, 1457 GMT, 11 Mar. 80 NC.

[Text) Paris, 11 March (AFP)—Franian President Abolhassan Bani-Sadr
today deplored the obsiruction by the “Islamic students™ of the United Nations
inquiry into the ex-Shah’s régime, telling the Paris daily Le Monde that “holding
hostages is no way 1o fight impenatism™.

Mr. Bani-Sadr also quashed any lingering hopes of an early release of the 50
hostages, held since November, saying they could not be released before “mid-
May at the earliest” to give the planned Iranian Parliament time to “study the
files™.

Without questioning the good faith of the militants holding the hostages, the
President told Le Monde that they were “influenced at times by pro-Soviet
political circles, such as the Tudch communist party, who have everything to
gain from isolating Iran from the international community™.

Mr. Bani-Sadr said he regretted the committec had been unable to complete
its mission “as all its members were anti-imperialists and rebuffing them could
cut us off from world opinion, especially (rom the Thitd World”,

Saying the committee’s report would have been of “capital importance™ to
Iran, he added that any condemnation of a superpower was in itsell “‘a turning
peint in history”, although “unfortunately the students did not realise this”.

Mr. Bani-Sadr told Le Monde that in rejecting the committee, the “students”
had unwittingly fulfilled the Shah’s prophecy that the United Nations mission
would fail.

Criticizing the Revolutionary Council's “weakness and indecision™, the
President explained the committec’s mission as worked out between LUinited
Nations Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim and the Iranian Government, with
“revolutionary guide™ Ayatoliah Ruhollah Khomeini’s approval.

“QOnce adopled by the United Nations Sccurity Council, we would use the
committee’s report to force Panama 1o send us the Shah™, Mr. Bani-Sadr said,
adding that the report would give Iran the international backing to “put
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pressure on the United States and force it to recognize its faults and give up
opposing the Shah’s extradition”.

153. Students’ Statement on Documents

LD111814 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian, 1630 GMT, 11 Mar. 80 LD.

[Text] The public relations office of the Muslim Student Followers of the
Imam’s Policy, in connection with the delivery of documents and proof
concerning the crimes of Mohammad Reza Pahlavi and the United States in
Iran to the members of the international investigation commuission and in
conneclion with the manner in which the members of the commission refused to
receive these documents, issued a statement and placed it at the disposal of the
central news bureau of the Voice and Profile of the Islamic Republic of Iran, as
follows:

In the name of God, the compassionate, the merciful. Following Imam
Khomeini’s message, based on showing copies of the documents and proof to
the commission investigating the crimes of Mohammad Reza Pahlavi and the -
United States, the students prepared some 438 [as heard] pages of documents
and proof which were at the spy nest. The spokesman of the Revolution Council
also received a letter pertaining to the step acqguiring an official status. It was
then that the documents and proof, together with the introductory note of the
spokesman of the Revolution Council, were dispatched in order to be received
by the commission at the Hilton Hotel, the headquarters of the commission
members during their stay.

Despite all the prevarications and the lack of success displayed by the members
of the commission in meeting the students and taking delivery of the documents
from them—each member of the commission passed the buck to the next man and
the next man refused to receive the documents--at long last the question of
accepling the documents was not agreed 1o by the members of the investigation
commission, who then refused to accept the documents in strong terms—so much
so that the students placed the documents and proofin the car that was carrying
the head of the commission and was moving off toward the airport.

In the meantime, all film cameramen and newsmen, too, took films of these
scenes. Nevertheless, the cars carrying the members of the commission were
accompanied to the airport by the students in order to make sure that the
documents and proofs were with the members of the commission 10 the last
moment and that they could take them with them.

Following the arrival of the commission members at the airport, the issue was
discussed with Mr. Gotbzadeh, who had gone to the airport to see off the
commission members, It was then said that one of the rcasons for the
commission members not receiving the documents and proofs was the fact that
since they deemed the occupation of the US den of cspionage as illegal, they
therefore deemed the documents and proofs arising therefrom as worthless from
the legal standpoint.

At long last, aficr time had elapsed and the commission members were on
their way toward the airport runway in order to board the plane, one of the
people accompanying the commission members handed over the documents and
proofs—which had been placed by the students in the car carrying the head of
the commission—to one of the Iranian employees of the airport and told him
that after the flight of the members of the commission the documents and proofs
would be taken delivery of [as heard).

Thereby, the members of the investigation commission refused to receive the
documents placed at the commission’s disposal—documents and proofs alrcady
at the disposal of the Muslim Student Followers of the Imam’s Policy who are
oceupyiag the den of espionage.
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154. Gotbzadeh on Commission’s Role

JN122025 Tehran International Service in Arabic, 2000 GMT, 12 Mar. 80 JN,

[Text] Foreign Minister Sadeq Gotbzadeh made statements to journalists in
which he talked about the results of the work of ihe international commission
investigating the crimes of the deposed Shah and America. He said: The US
Government must nol imagine that the commission came to [ran to release the
hostages, because the release of the hostages was not discussed with the
investigation commission at all. Morcover. the statements issucd made no
mention at all of the idea that the release of the hostages will take place through
the commission or that this subject is among its tasks.

The Forcign Minister said that the commission’s task is to investigate the
deposed Shah’s crimes and the plundering he and his family perpetrated, as well
as to mect with the hostages. Golbzadeh affirmed that the commission has
accomplished the first and second parts, but was unsuccessful in accomplishing
the third.

The Iranian Foreign Minister expressed the hope that the international
investigalion commission will shortly visit [ran once again.

155. Bani-Sadr on Commission. Smd.ems

LLD121251 Paris Le Monde in French, 12 Mar. 80, pp. 1, 10 LD.

[Ertc Rouleau dispatch: “Failure of Commission of Inquiry in Iran.”]

fText} Tehran—The *Islamic students” are jubilant. In prompting the prema-
turc departure of the United Nations commission of inquiry they think they
have thwarted the “plot” which was to lcad to the normalization of relations
between [ran and the United States. They are more deftermined than ever to hold
the US diplomats until the Shah is extradited.

1t was with anger mixed with sadness that President of the Republic Bani-Sadr
told us late in the evening of Monday, [0 March: *‘Holding the hostages is no
way of struggling against imperialism.”

The bhead of State does not doubt the “students™ good faith: “They are
motivated by a hatred of US policy which the United States itself engendered in
our country”, he said in their defence. However, he added: “*Unfortunately they
sometimes allow themselves to be influenced by some political groups favorable
to the USSR, like the Tudch Party, which stands to gain [rom isolating Iran on
the international scene in order to prevent Afghanistan [apparent line dropl.”

Bani-Sadr replied mdnrcctly to the arguments put forward by the “students”
in the past few days: “The United Nations commission of inquiry is completely
honourable in our eyes sincc we approved its composition. All its members are
anti-imperialists. Objecting to them is a way of cutting us off from world
opinion, especially Third World opinion.”

The nature of the report which the commission was to draw up at the end of
its mission does not worry him. “We have provided the commission with
hundreds of documents irrefutably demonstrating the guilt of the Shah and of
the United States. Even though the files we have given it are incomplete—due to
the destruction of evidence by US agents before the monarchy’s fall—and even
though the commission has not been given enough time, the report it was to
write is v1lally important for us. An indictment made against a superpower is in
itself a turning point in mankind’s history—the dawn of a new age for all the
oppressed in the world. Unfortunately the [slamic students have failed to
understand that.”

The President of the Republic also thinks that the occupiers of the US
Embassy are mistaken when they maintain that the process started by the
international commission runs counter (o their main objective—namely the
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Shah’s extradition. “The scenario drawn up jointly by United Nations Secre-
tary-General Kurt Waldheim and the Iranian Government with Imam Kho-
meini's explicit approval is not in the least secrel, as some people suggest. Once it
has been adopted by the Security Council the commission’s report will be used to
demand that Panama hand over the Shah for trial. We will then enjoy the
support of the international community. It will also put pressure on the United
States to recognize their crimes and give up their opposition to the Shah’s
extradition.”

After a moment’s silence Bani-Sadr added: “By opposing the commission of
inquiry the Islamic students have unintentionally proved the Shah correct since
right from the start he predicted that the United Nations mission would fail.”
However, the President of the Republic above all attacked the “weakness™ and
“indecision” of the Revolution Council which he accuses of having largely
contributed to the crisis.

*“If the Council had shown more determination, if it did not change its mind
every day at the instigation of particular pressure groups, we would not have
come to this pass”, he said, before adding: “*During our meeting Sunday evening
I told my colleagues that 1t was impossible to govern the country in this way,
that we have to have the courage to take, and above all to implement, unpopular
decisions. I said that the Iranian people are sick of measures which are never
carried out. | then told them that I would not go with them Monday morning to
ask Imam Khomeini to arbitrate in the conflict which had arisen between the
Revolution Council and the Islamic students.”

President Bani-Sadr did indeed stay away from the meetings and consulta-
tions which took place throughout Monday. He did not attend ecither the
meeting with Imam Khomeini or the meetings held separately by the Revolution
Council and the Government.

He merely agreed to receive the international commission and afterward to
have a one-on-one meeting with one of its members, Mohamed Bedjaoui,
Algerian ambassador to the United Nations, to whom he advocated the
“proposals” put forward that morming by Imam Khomeini. According to Bani-
Sadr these proposals were “in no way contrary” to the mandate given to the
United Nations investigators. They would have been authorized 1o meet all the
American hostages “after expressing their opinion on the former Shah’s crimes
and the US aggressors’ interference”™, to cite Imam Khomeini.

Reasons for Refusal

The only concession which the commission was prepared to make—Bani-Sadr
continued—would have been the following: “Before issuing a report in New
York it would have announced its initial impressions in Tehran, therchy
reassuring the Islamic students as to its real intentions.” It is being pointed out
here that two of the three measures advocated by Imam Khomeini in his
“message to the Iranian nation” were not binding on the commission. The
“revolution guide” stated that the documents found in the US Embassy should
be “placed at the disposal” of the investigators. Thereforc they had the
opportunity to reject documents which some of them regard as “'stolen”.

The Imam also stated that the commission was “free Lo question ... some of the
hostages implicated in the Shah’s crimes”. In other words, Mr. Waldheim’s
represcntatives were equally “free” to deem such interviews with men and women
held in violation of international laws 10 be inappropriate. The only contentious
point in Imam Khomeini's message therefore related to the appropriateness of a
statement by the investigators before their return to New York on the Iranian
Government’s grievances against the Shah and the United States—an absolutely
vital precondition for their visit to the American hostages.

The commission immediately stated that this distortion of the agreements was
unacceptable, The pleas and exhortations of the chief of Tranian diplomacy
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Gotbzadch, who conferred at length with the United Nalions representatives
threc times on Monday, were not enough to shake their determination to leave
Iran before concluding their inguiry.

Their refusal was motivated by at least two reasons. If they had agreed to
“announce their initial impressions” in Tehran they would in fact have given
way to Imam Khomeini's “blackmail”. And even if they had given way they
would have run the risk of not being granted the other half of the bargain.
Indeed, who could guaraniee that the Islamic students were not going to find
their condemnation of the Shah and the United States to be sufficient or
adcquate? The commission therefore left Tehran this Tuesday morning after
issuing a polite but firm communiqué. [t will “pursue its task” in New York but
will not draw up a report on the conclusions of an inquiry which it regards as
imcomplete. Indeed, under the terms of its mandate it 1s not authorized to
separate Iran’s grievances from the US grievances over the hostages.

In good diplomatic fashion the United Nations investigators refrained from
talking of rupture or failure. This is a wise decision since nobody has any
alternative in the scenario laboriously dreamed up to satisly both Iran and the
United States. In any case President Bani-Sadr told us that the hostages could
not be released until mid-May at the earliest since the future Iranian Parliament
would not have the chance of examining (he question before that date,
Mcanwhile it is the lranian situation, rich in new developments, which will
ultimately determine the fate of the hostages and the (uture of relations between
Tehran and Washington.

156. Statement by Sccretary-General of the United Nations on Inguiry
Commission to Iran

SG/SM /2869
20 February 1980.

Following is the text of 4 statement made today by Secretary-General Kurt
Watdheim at the start of a press conference at United Nations Headquarters:

I wish to announce the establishment of a commission of inquiry to undertake
a lact-finding mission to Iran to hear Iran’s grievances and to allow for an early
solution of the crisis between Tran and the United States.

Iran desires to have the commission speak to cuch of the hostages.

The commission will be composed of: Andres Aguilar of Venezuela, Mohamed
Bedjaoui of Algeria, Adyb Daoudy of the Syrian Arab Republic, H. W.
Jayewardene of Sri Lanka and Louis-Edmond Pettiti of France. The members
from Algeria and Venczuela will serve as its Co-Chairmen.

The commission, which will lcave for Tehran over the week-end, will complete
its wark as soon as possible and submit its report to the Secretary-General.

157. White House Statement on Commission

Sceretary-General Waldheim has announced the establishment of a commis-
sion of inquiry to go to Iran to hear Iran’s grievances and to allow an early
solution of the crisis between Iran and the United States. He has stated that the
commission will speak with cach of our people.

Both the United States and Iran have concurred in the establishment of the
commission as proposed by the Secretary-General in mutually acceptable official
resposnses to him.

In concurring, the Uniled States has taken note of the Secretary-General’s
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statement that the commission will undertake a fact-finding mission. It will not
be a tribunal. The United States understands that the Commission will hear the
grievances of both sides and will report to the Secretary-General. The American
people are deeply aggrieved that Iran, afler guaranteeing the protection of our
people, has taken them hostage and held them in intolerable conditions for 108
days. The United States has no desire to interferc in the internal affairs of Tran,
but it does insist on the prompt return of the 53 Americans now illegally held in
Tehran,

The United States has also made clear its position that the meeting of the
commission with our people must be consistent with international law and that
the hostages must under no circumstances be subjected to interrogation. It is
vital, however, for the commission to determine that they are all present, and to
assess their condition.

We hope that the commission will, as the Secretary-General has said, achieve
an early resolution of the crisis between our twe countries which requires the
relcase of the hostages.

158. Department of State, Special Press Briefing, Saturday, 23 February 1980
(excerpts)
(On the record unless otherwise noted.)

Mr. Carter: Good afternoon.

We have had a preliminary look at what the Ayatollah is reported to have
said. In response to it, I would like to make the following points for the
Administration.

We have stated our position repeatedly. The Tranians are continuing to violate
the basic principles of international law and human rights by holding hostages
for ransom.

The purposes of the United Nations commission are two-fold: not only to
hear Iran’s grievances, but also to bring about an early end of the crisis.

That, of course, requires the release of all the hostages.

The United Nations commission of inquiry has arrived in Tehran today and
will immediately devote itself to carrying out its two-fold mission. While that is
underway, I am not going to have anything further for you on this.

[ Question] Let’s put it this way, is this the mandate of the commission? Does
it have two sides, because the White House has said that one of the things that
the commission will do would be to hear US grievances as well as Iranian
grievances?

This has not come out very clearly. Is that part of an official mandate as given
to them by the Secrctary-General?

[Answer] The official mandate is as stated in the Secretary-General’s own
release on this subject, and I really don’t want [words indistinct].

159, Department of State, Daily Press Briefing, Tuesday, 26 February 1980
(excerpts)

[Question] You say there are two objectives of the commission. And one is to
bring about a speedy resolution of the crisis.

Is that the understanding of the Iranian authorities as to one of the objectives
of the mission?

[ Answer ] The Secretary-General has outlined the objectives of the Commis-
sion that he put together and sent to Iran. He has projected what it is; we agree
with that.
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160. Press Conference Held by Foreign Minister Andrew Peacock, Deputy
Prime Minister Brian Taiboys, and Secretary of State Cyrus R. Vance at the
Conclusion of the 29th Axzus Council Meeling, Washington, DC,

27 February 1980

(excerpls)

[Question] Mr. Secrctary, could I follow up your first question? Since the
issuance of the Sccrctary-General’s statement on the mandate for the
commission, which you pointed out had a two-fold purpose, the Iranian
authorities have publicly at least denied that it had more than the purpose of
hearing their grievances. And, secondly, since then there have been statements
by Iranian authorities, including the Ayatollah, suggesting that if the hostages
are released—and it’s just an “t—it would not be any time before April, and
now today it’s suggested May.”

The American people I think would like to know: s this a misunderstanding
by the United Nations and the United States of the role of the commission? Has
there been any change in Iran? Or where do we stand on this?

[Secretary Vance/ Let me say that the understanding of the United Nations
and ourselves has been clearly sct forth by the Sccretary-General. He was asked
whalt the mandale was after a question had been raised as (o the nature of the
mandatc and he confirmed it was as he had originally stated it.

[Question] Mr. Vance, going back to Iran, vou consulted very closely with
Secretary-General Waldheim before those terms of reference were issued. Why,
if the lranians were in agreement that there was some linkage between the
commission and the rclease of the hostages, was it not spelled out in those terms
of reference? And if they weren't in agreement, why did you make the concession
allowing the commission 1o be formed, when you had said previously you
wouldn’t do that unless there was some linkage to the release of the hostages?

[ Secretary Vance] 1 think the terms of reference and the understanding with
respect Lo those terms of reference was clear, remains clear, and I think they have
been correctly reflected by what the Sceretary-General has said.

161. Inquiry Commission Decides to Suspend Activities in Tehran to Confer
with Secretary-General in New York

SG/SM/2880
IR/14
10 March 1980.

The following statcment on behalf of Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim was
made today by a United Nations spokesman:

The commission of inguiry, in the light of recent developments and after
consulting with the Sccretary-General and the Iranian authorities, has decided
that it should suspend its activities in Tehran for scveral days. The commission
will leave for New York tomorrow morning (11 March) o confer with the
Secretary-General with a view to pursuing its tasks, which il regards as
indivisible.

Under the circumstances, the commission is not now in a position to submit
its report. It is, however, prepared to return to Tehran in accordance with its
mandate and the instructions of the Sccretary-General, when the situation
requires,

The mandate of the commission is to hear Iran’s grievances and to allow for
an early solution of the crisis between Iran and the United States. The Govern-
ments of Iran and the United States agreed to the cstablishment of the
commission on that basis.
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The Secretary-General will continue his cfforts, as requested by the Security
Council, to search for a peaceful solution of the crisis.

162. Transcript of Press Conference by Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim
Held at Headquarters on 11 March 1980

SG/3M/2881
11 March 1980.

[ The Secretary-General] Ladies and Gentlemen, I thought it would be helpful
if [ came to this briefing to explain the situation which has arisen in connection
with the presence of our commission in Tehran. As you know, [ issued yesterday
evening a statement that briefly explained the situation, but T thought it
important to stress a few points personally.

One of those points is that the cormimission has not terminated its work; it has
suspended its work and will resume its activilies after consultations here in New
York between the commission and me. The members of the commission will be
here tomorrow, and we shall begin these consultations tomorrow afternoon. In
the light of the briefing I shall get from the members of the commission, we shall
then decide how to proceed further.

At any rate, we came to the conclusion during the telephone contacts [ had in
these past few days with the members of the commission that, in the given
situation, it would be better for the commission to return to Headquarters in
order to discuss the situation with me, and then to decide when the commission
should rcturn to Tehran.

A number of clarifications are of course necessary. I hope that these
clarifications can be made in the next few days, and then we shall decide on the
further procedure.

The second point is the question of the report. Obviously, for the time being,
there will be no report, and [ want to make that clear, since the commission was
unable to fulfil all aspects of its mandate and was not able to see the hostages. It is
clear that in these circumstances, a report cannot for the time being be made.

Finally, I wish to stress the point that whatever I did and whatever we did here
in the United Nations was closely co-ordinated with the two sides. 1 say this
because it is important for you to know that all the steps which I took when 1
decided to put this commission together and send it to Tehran were co-ordinated
and discussed with the two Governments, and they fully supported them.
Obviously, for any such undertaking it is essential to have the support of the
parties in conflict.

Further, 1 wish to stress again that 1 shall continue my efforts. I do not
consider these efforts concluded with the departure of the commission from
Tehran., On the contrary, I think that we are now entering the second phase of
the operation, which will begin tomorrow with consultations with the membcrs
of the commission, followed by further consultations with the two Governments
—the Iranian Government and the United States Government—and we shall
then decide on how to proceed further.

That is all I wished to say by.way of introduction, and I shall of course be very
glad to answer your gquestions.

[ Zhigniew Boniecki] (President, United Nations Correspondents Associa-
tion): Mr. Secretary-General, 1 want to welcome you on behalf of all of us and to
thank you for coming to us again now at this very difficult stage of the whole
operation.

After three months of very dedicated efforts to solve this problem, judging by
your statement, you are still cautiously optimistic, if I may say so. Do you have
any specific scenario in mind for a further stage of the United Nations
involvement in this operation?
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[ The Secretary-Generad] | feel cncouraged by the reactions on both sides. The
Iranian authorities have made constructive statements stressing their readiness
to continue these efforts and explaining the difficulties they were facing when the
commission was in Tchran. You know that there is a rather complex power
structure in the country. But the fact that the Government—the President
himself, as well as the Forcign Minister—sltressed repeatedly, in the first
reactions 1o the departure of the commission, that they wanted to continue these
efforts is encouraging.

it is also encouraging for me that [ have always had most constructive co-
operation from Washington. The Administration has fully supported my efforts.
We have been in close contact during all these weeks, and the statements you
heard yeslerday evening and this morning make very clear that Washington is
interested in continuing these efforts.

So I am quite confident that the time will come when we will solve the
problem. It is just a question of time,

[ Quesiion [ Sir, the hostages have been sitting there for over 100 days; their
familics are waiting anxiously. What encouragement can you give them, in terms
of time, for a solution?

[ The Secretary-General] 1 fecl very much for the families of the hostages, and
lct me say that | am constantly thinking of the suffering of those people. I myself
have a family and 1 know what it means for those familics to know that their
dear ones have been kept hostage for so many menths. I shall certainly continue
to make cvery effort and to do everything in my power to achieve the release of
these hostages. 1 cannol give you a time-limit. I cannot tell you when it will
happen, but 1 think the next few weeks will give us a clearer picture.

[ Question | Under what general conditions, in advance of your consultations,
do you think you could send the commission back to Tehran?

[The Secretarp-General] As you know, T read out a statement when the
commission went to Tehran in which I mentioned the mandate of the commis-
sion, which is two-fold: 1o hear the grievances of Iran, on the onc hand, and, on
the other hand, to allow for a solution of the crisis between Iran and the United
States, which means, in the first instance, the question of the hostages and their
relcase. We have held 1o this mandate, I think that what has to be clarified is
exactly when the Iranian Government will be in a position to implement the
sccand part of the mandate of the commission.

{Question| Does that mean, then, that you would not send the commission
back until you were convinced that the Iranian Government was in a position to
implemcnt the second part of the mandate?

{ The Secretary-General] Qbviously, ! shall keep in contact with the Iranian
authorities in this regard to try to find out how they sce the situation and I shall
make the decision in the light of the answer I get from the Iranian Government,

[Question] In an interview published today in the French newspaper Le
Monde. President Abolhassan Bani-Sadr said: “Sometimes the militants allow
themselves 10 be influenced by some political groups lavourable 1o the USSR,
such as the Tudeh Communist Party, whose intercst is 1o isolate lran on the
international scene.” That is a direct quote from President Bani-Sadr. My
question to you, Sir, is: 1s the Soviet Union meddling in your efforts to resolve
this crisis.

[ The Secretary-General] | can only tell you that there is a power struggle in
Tran. 1t is clear that the views of the Government do not coincide with the views
ol the students in the compound. That was one of the rcasons why finally the
commission decided, afler consulting with me, to return. | think there is also the
other aspect, which is the attitude of Ayatollah Khomeini, who made a
statement early vesterday in which he gave the impression of supporting the
students. He put forward a number of conditions to the commission which had
10 be fulfilled belore it could sce the hostages. Those conditions had not been
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foreseen in the arrangements and could not be fulfilled by the commission.
Therefore, it was in the light of that fact that we decided it was better for the
commission o return and consult with me, in order to give the Government in
Iran time to clarify these matters. The commission could then perhaps return to
Tehran when the situation becomes clear.

[Question] Do you expect any change in the composition of the commission?
I have heard that one or two members have indicated they may want 1o be
exempted from this job.

[ The Secretary-General] That is not correct.

[ Question] When you returned from Tehran the last time you indicated at a
press conference here with us thai somehow or other you did not fee! that there
was any government in power there, that it was difficult to know with whom to
deal. Would you say that the present situation, as it has turned ont, is similar to
what the situation was when you were there, that there is no authority with
whom to deal?

[The Secretary-General] Obviously we are dealing with the Government.
That is the normal procedure. But the problem is that the Government
apparently has not been able to reach agreement with those elements which
oppose the arrangements, especially the students, who refused to allow the
commission to visit the hostages.

[Question] At what point will you go public vourself with the writien
assurances, the promises that you have from the Iranian authorities?

[ The Secretary-General] I-do not think that this is really the question. The
important thing is that we achieve the release of the hostages. And in the past |
have repeatedly said please have patience; this is an honest effort. T have tried
extremely hard to achieve a solution to this very delicate problem. We are facing
tremendous difficulties. We cannot control the situation in Iran, obviously. And
it is, I think, also clear to everybody that there is a power problem. That has
come out very clearly in these last weeks. But let me also say that in the past we
have been faced with situations of a kind in which it took nine months before the
hostages or captives or whatever we call them were released. So let us be frank.
This is not the first time that we have been faced with such a situation. But we
should have patience, although I fully understand that, as was said a moment
apo, il is a tragic experience for the families of the hostages. I am quite confident
that the hostages will be released. But please have patience and permit me to
keep certain things to myself, because I want to continue this process, and in
such a situation it wouid not be heipful to say everything I know,

[Question] After the latest statement of the Ayatollah, do you stiil belicve
what he said earlier—that the Parliament will be the one to decide on the fate of
the hostages? Will that still stand? ‘

[ The Secretary-General] Well, maybe; [ cannot speak for the Ayatollah. But
let us not forget that the elections are very ncar; they start on Friday. So, even il
they take two wecks, that is not too far away, and since the Government and the
President of Iran wish to solve the problem in a constructive way, I expeet that
the elections may be helpful in this effort.

[Question] Could I ask you about Khomeini? The Ayatollah is the only voice
to which all listen there. You yourself have quoted him several times. Do you
foresee that you will be able to be in communication with him, the one voice that
has the authority, or will you go on with these other characters, who have no
authority but must go to the Ayatollah in all cascs?

[ The Secretary-General ] Obviously the Ayatollah is the spiritual leader of Lhe
country and has enormous influence. There is no doubt about that. But our
interlocutor is the Government and the President of the country,

[Question] Do you consider it a possibility that this unique and complex
situation may not be a job for the United Nations, that both the situation and
the United Nations may be the worse off before it is over?
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[ The Secretary-General ] We are always taking a risk in such situations. But
has anybody who criticizes us—and | would not be surprised if there were
criticism—offered a better alternative to what | have offered, with the commis-
sion? [t is very clear that the work of the commission is logically linked with the
relcase of the hostages and that the report cannot be presented before the second
part of the mandate has been fulfilled. I am sorry that the actual situation means
a further delay in the release of the hostages. But we have to-accept it, and we
have to continue with all our means to achieve our aims. But so far nobody has
offcred us a better alternative.

[ Question] You mentioned the mandate under which you sent the commis-
sion to Tehran. You also mentioned that Ayatollah Khomeini has set some
conditions that are unacceptable.

Do you believe that the fact that there were no clear, written terms of
reference was the causc of the present complication? Even if that is not the case,
were there any clear, writlen terms of reference for the commission’s task,
including what should be contained in its report and how it should go about its
work?

[ The Secretary-Generalf You do not know the background, and I certainly
am not ready to elaborate. 1 told you that | want this matter to be settled, and
scttled in a satisfactory way. But | can tell you that the aspect you have referred
to is certainly not the rcason for the problems we are facing right now.

[Question] You said that there will be no report. Do you mean that the report
will not be written, or that it will be written but not made public?

[ The Secretary-General] There will be no report written or published before
the mandate of the commission has been fulfilled.

163, Secretary of Staic Vance's Remarks to the Press after the Mecting at the
United Nations, 12 March 1980, with the Sccretary-General and the United
Nations Commission relating to Iran, 8.15 p.m,

[Question] Mr. Secretary, will you tell us about your talks upstairs?

{ Secretary Vance] Yes. | am most appreciative of having the opportunity lo
exchange views first with the Secrclary-General on the visit of the commission to
Tchran. Following that, I had an cxtensive exchange of views with the members
of the commission on their visit to Tehran, It was useful to me to be able to
exchange views and 1 think 1 have a clearer understanding of the situation as a
result of that, I want 1o express my appreciation to the Sccretary-General for his
determination to continue (o pursuc this avenue, The door is still open and I will
be keeping in touch with the Secrctary-General. He and [ have been continually
in touch as the days have gonc by and we will continue to do so in the future.

[Question] What next, Mr. Secretary?

[Secretary Vance] The Sccrclary-General will be continuing to discuss the
matter with the commission which will be staying here and then after that we will
be having further discussions.

[Questionj Do you have any optimistic hopes for the hostages and their
families? Can you give them anything new in terms of time?

[ Secretary Vance] 1 can give them nothing new in terms of time. 1 hate 1o
characterize things in terms of optimism or pessimism. As [ said, I believe that
the work of the commission has been useful,

{ Question] Has there been any suggestion at all of a time frame?

[ Secretary Vance] No, there has not. This will be something that the
Sccretary-General will be discussing with the commission.

[Question] Would you discuss, Mr. Secretary, the possibilities of the election
that they might not be freed untif after the clections ... Parliament meets next
month?
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[Secretary Vance ] 1 don’t want to go into the details of what we discussed. As
1 said, we had a broad exchange of views. 1 will leave it 1o the commission to
decide what if anything they wish to say about the exchange of views we had.

[Question] You have full confidence in the commission and in the Secretary-
General?

[Secretary Vance] | have full confidence in the Secretary-General and in the
commission.

[Question] Are you counselling, Mr, Secretary, patience lor the American
people because the options that the United States now has—practical options
—are few?

[Secretary Vancej | am counselling patience. | believe that this is the best
course to follow. As I indicated, the door is not closed and I think we should
continue to pursue this option.

[Question] What signal are you waiting for from Tehran, from President
Bam-Sadr?

[Secretary Vance] 1 don’t want to get into signals or anything like that.

[Question] Will you see the commission again?

[Secretary Vance] No, | do not anticipale secing them again. But I will
obviously be in touch with the Secretary-General who will be in touch with the
commission.

[ Question] (MecHenry) Do you defend him totally, Mr, Secretary? You know
they are after him.

[ Secretary Vance] | defend him totally. He's a splendid man, an able manand 1
think the charges that have been made apgainst hm are baseless and despicable.

[Question] Do you have the backing of President Carter in this?

[ Secretary Vance] Yes.,
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11

LeTTER Daten 28 MarcH 1980 From the DEpuTY AGENT OF THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA TO THE REGISTRAR

Response 1o Questions Presented by the President of the Court on 20 March
19801 and by Judge Gros on 21 March 19807

At and following the close of oral argument, the Court addressed to the
United States two requests for additional inforimation: a list of hostage names
and functions and an account of the released hostages™ testimonics on which the
United States Agent drew in his March 19 presentation.

In response to the tatter request, ! am pleased to provide the Court with
the enclosed declarations, which include cvery declaration provided to the
Agent in response to an inquiry addressed to all released hostages. In the interest
of privacy, the names and identifying data have been deleted from the
enclosures.

in the interest of the well-being of the remaining hostages and the privacy of
their familics, the United States has not, to date, made available for public
retease a comprehensive list of those remaining hostages. Should the Court
decide that it has a need for such a list which can be met without public release of
the contents, | am authorized to provide it on that basis. In making this response
the Government of the United States would respectfully call attention to the
prior declarations which have been made to the Court by Under Secretary of
State Newsom and by the Agent and which set forth the following facts:
originally u total of 66 United States nationals were seized as hostages, two of
whom were privalte citizens and 64 of whom were and are members of either the
Diplomatic or the Administrative and Technical S1aff of the United States
Embassy: 13 of the 64 were released in latc November 1979; and there remain in
detention today two non-diplomatic United States nationals and 51 members of
either the Diplomatic or the Administrative and Technical Staff of the United
States Embassy, including the three persons held at the Iranian Foreign
Ministry. [t is respect{ully submitted that, in so far as claims relating to the
hostages are concerned, these facls by themselves provide a sufficient basis for
the claims of the United States and that the names and functions of the
individuals do not constitute an element which is essential to such claims. On the
other hand, 4 list of such names and (unctions is available on the terms indicated
above.

(Signed} Geri M. Jaseph.

! See p. 323, supra.
2 See p. 515, infra.
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Appendix A

s , certify and declare the following:

1. Before my departurc from Iran on 20 November 1979, [ was a member of
the stafl of the United States Embassy in Tehran, where [ served as Administra-
tive Superintendent. I was taken hostage during the seizure of the Embassy on 4
November 1979, and held hostage in thc Embassy compound until my release on
20 November 1979,

2. 1 had arrived in Tehran on 30 October 1979 and throughout my detention
on the Embassy compound, at no time was I physically misireated or roughed
up, nor were any physical threats or harm with or without weapons ever
attempted.

3. On the other hand, for the first three to four days | was always blindfold
and tied to cither the arms or the backs of chairs 1 was scated in, As time
progressed, say day five onwards, 1 was only bound by the hands and was
blindfold whenever I went to the bathroom, thereupon, | was untied and
unblindfold so as 10 take care of personal needs. At no time was [ ever gagged or
isolated from fellow hostages.

4, Throughout my hostage period | was never allowed to speak or gesture to
my flcllow members.

5. At no time was it mentioned that we would be able to write or make phone
calls to our families in the USA. I did, however, see the American Red Cross
represcntative as well as the Catholic Pope’s representative. These visits were
controlled, in that we were not allowed to speak to them unless they spoke to us.

6. The food preparation for the first couple of days was not the best. However
it became palatable as time passed. The food was mainly American, however. we
did have an Iranian type breakfast. The only current news accounts received

were those provided by the students, and as such the media (newspaper, majority
of the time) was folded so that one could not look at anything clse printed
thereon. There were no radios nor TVs for us to listen to.

7. The medical attention received was alright. T had developed a sore throat
and a fever while there. A doctor gave me some pills and in a matter of three
days the iliness disappeared.

8. Sanitary conditions however were not that good. The latrine facilitics were
always in need of cleaning: the floors were always wet, dirty, and haphazardly
cleaned (not thoroughly); bathing was not offered that regularly (twicc a week)
and when used, towels (drying) were limited, making it so that three or four
individuals used the same towel to dry themselves. The use of these towels were
for the Iranians as well as American! The restricted use of eating utensils (knives,
forks, glasses, etc.) whenever a person was il was never rigidly enforced; for
example, a person with a sore throat would drink out of a glass, and as he
finished with this glass, the studenl would pass this glass on to anyone that
wanted a drink of hiquid. This was the custom all the while I was there. For the
first five or six days we were not issued soap, toothbrushes, combs, towels, or
anything for personal use. Also, the entire time  was therc, we never had a
change of underclothes (we were given a change the night before 1 left) nor a
change of outer clothes (shirts, pants, etc.). The only way they werc cleaned (all
clothing) was when you managed to do so at night so that they could be dried by
morning.

9. You were able to do some exercising (sit-ups, push-ups, etc.), but only for
lwo or three minutes.

10. We were asked 1o sign a statement agreeing that the Shah should be
returned to Iran for trial. However, the “leader” stated 1o me that “only if 1
wanted to sign it, should I do so”, 1 did not. That was the only statement they
wanted me to sign. My only intcrrogation was the initial one received the first two
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days of captivity, Questions asked werc: How long I had becn in fran; my namc;
what typc of job I performed. At no other time did I receive any inlerview.
1. There was cvidence produced to us that the Tranians had “viclated™ a
number of safes and had copied some letters and distributed to all us hostages
for emphasizing why they (the Iranians) were correct in holding us as hostages. 1
was never threatened with trial nor with punishment or psychological duress.

Subscribed and sworn to before
me and in my presence. this 3rd
day of March, 1980, a notary
public in and for the county of
Harrison, State of Mississippi.

( Signed} Susie B. Washington.

Notary Public. My Commission
Expires March 14, 1984,

Appendix B

1.1, , certify and declare the following:

2. Before my departure from Iran on 20 November 1979 1 was a member of
the staff of the United Staics Embassy in Tchran, where 1 served as secretary.

I was taken hostage during the seizure of the Embassy on 4 November 1979
and held hostage in the Embassy compound until my rclease on 20 November
1979.

3. On 4 November 1979, all of the Americans were blindfolded and our hands
were ticd as we were fed from the Embassy Chancery to the Ambassador’s
Residence. Female hostages were segregated into the Study-Library of the
Residence.

4. Al about 6.30 p.m., on 4 November, 1 was led from the study of the
Residence back to the Chancery by one of the student-militants. Fie brought me
to the Chancery’s second floor where he ordered me to open a safe in the
Political Scction. [ told him that 1 did not work in that scction, therefore, [ could
not open the safe. He took me to an office where we ate, drank coffee. and had a
rational conversation re the Iranian situation. We were alone. After a few hours
he got up, went over to the in-box of the desk where his jackel lay and retricved a
brown revolver from its folds. He pointed the revolver at me, 1 could sce that all
of the chambers were cmpty except for one bullet that was at the bottom of the
circular chambers.

Hec said he did not believe that 1 did not know the combination to the sale;
since my purse had been found there in the “spy centre™ of the Embassy. [
repeated that 1 worked down the hall in the Chargé’s office and that I could not
open the safc; that someone at the last minule had thrown my purse behind this
vault for safekecping.

He clicked the gun and the bullet went up one notch.

He said 1 was a liar; that onc of the Political Officers had told him that |
worked in this particular office.

I said that I knew now that he was lying; that the Political Officer he
mentioned knew 1 did not work there and that | would not know the
combination to that sale.

He clicked the gun again; the bullet went up another notch.

He called me a liar again, and asked if [ thought this was worth dying for.

I said: “Why didn’t you do this to the Mexicans?”

Hc clicked the gun again and the bullet went up yet another notch.

I am not sure how many more times the gun clicked. When the bullet was in
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the last chamber before it would have disappeared and presumably fired he said,
“Do you think [ will pull the trigger?”

I said: “I certainly hope not.”

He repeated: “Do you think I will pull the trigger?”

I repeated: I certainly hope not.”

He continued to point the gun at me for about two more minutes. He then put
the gun down, and said that he finally believed me, that 1 really did not work in
that section.

He then wanted to know who did work in that section as secretary. [ said:
“Why, so you can kill her?” He said that he didn’t kill women. I said he gave a
good imitation of trying to a few minutes ago.

5. About midnight he brought me back to the Residence. As we passed
through the Embassy I could sce student-militants and religious mullahs
wandering throughout the corridors and offices. They were ransacking desks and
examining papers. Graffitti was all over the walls: “*Down with Carter”, “Down
with Sadat”, *Down with Begin”, “Death to the Americans™.

6. Once at the Residence, I was not allowed to rejoin the four female hostages
in the study. I spent the night in the foyer of the Chancery just off the study. The
next morning I was forced to sit in front of the window to the left of the door
leading to the outside. The students, armed with guns, blindfolded me and tied
my arms to the sides of a straight chair.

I could hear gunshots and the sound of a low flying helicopter outside. I heard
the student-militants moving behind me so that I was positioned between them
and the gunshots and helicopter. I could hear no less than six guns or rifles being
cocked behind me.’ One of the girl students whispered, “Pasdaran™ to another
student. | thought that I would be caught in a crossfire between the students
inside and the pasdaranfrevolutionary guards outside.

I was kept in this state until the afternoon after which I could sense that the
students were moving around and speaking Farsi in a more normal tone of
voice.

7. When the sun went down on this day (Monday, 5 November) 1 was still
blindfolded. One of the female students untied my hands (rom the sides of the
chair and tied them in front of me. Then one of the male students came to me
and said that it was “time to go™.

I was {ed out through the back of the Residence by the male and female
students, one on either side of me. 1 could feel when T was outside—it was cold, [
could feel the pavement beneath my feet, then the grass, and then passing
through bushes. As they were leading me in the dark the two students started a
conversation in English directed at me:

The girl asked if I had ever thought about the thousands and thousands of
Iranians who had been executed and tortured under the rule of the Shah.

The male student asked if I didn’t think that someone should pay for all the
murders and executions under the Shah.

The female student then said: “We think someone should be made to pay for
all the executions and murders done under the Shah.”

At this point I forcefully pulled my hands apart and freed them. I yanked off
my blindfold and demanded to know what was going on. Then | realized, in
freeing my hands, I had thrown both to the ground. They had startled looks on
their faces. At this point, 1 knew that there was nowhere for me to run. 1 helped
both of them up, apologized, and let them retie my hands and reblindfold me. I
was led to the Embassy where I was interrogated again.

I do not believe the conversation the students had with me was random. I
believe they wanted me to think that I was being led to my execution.

8. I was separated from the rest of the female hostages from the evening of 4
November (Sunday) until late afternoon of 7 November (Wednesday). 1 was
always tied to a chair during the day and [ was blindfolded about half the time.
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My muscles became so sore that I resorted to isomelric exercises to alleviate the
stiffincss.

9. The hands of the female hostages were tied to the sides of straight chairs 16
hours a day. Wc were made to face the wall all day, separated from each other by
the girl students. The drapes were always drawn and the lights were on 24 hours
a day. We never saw daylight. At night our hands were tied in front of us so we
could not sleep on the rug. In addition, our feet were tied for four nights.

10. A “no-talk™ rule was enforced from 5 November to 19 November when
we were informed we were being released.

11. On & November (Thursday) as | was sitting tied up facing the wall, one of
the girl students sat in my view carrying what looked like a croquet mallet. The
mallet disappeared when we had our first “visitor”, an Iranian Red Cross man.
We were not allowed to see him alone. The student-militants and Iranian
newspaper people were always present. The Red Cross man asked il we had been
threatened with guns or physically abused. 1 wanted 1o tell him of my treatment,
that I had been threatened with a gun, and that [ had been subjected to what [
thought was mental torture. 1 was afraid of reprisals so 1 said nothing.

12 Shortly after the Red Cross man left we were allowed lo exercise 10
minutes a day inside. On that day (8 November) we were cach given a
toothbrush and allowed to take a shower—ihanks to the Red Cross man. For
the entirc 17 days | was held hostage, I was allowed only three showers.

13. On 18 November (Sunday) I was brought back to the Chancery at mght
by car for interrogation. I was led blindfolded through the basement of the
Chancery Lo the Political Section. There 1 coutd see that several safes were open.
Somc men were examining documents.

One of the “older” militants (clcarly not a student) said that my life depended
upon my co-operation. He said my life depended upon my answers; that 1 may
never get out of there. He wanted to know who were the C1A agents in the
Erabassy. I told him | knew of none. He wanted to know who thought were the
spies. | said I knew of none and if therc werc any, they were unlikely to advertise.
I could not say who I thought was a spy because if 1 were wrong I would be
condemning someone. He mentioned some Embassy officials by name and I
denied again that anyone was a spy.

14. During the entirc 17 days we were not allowed to make phone calls, we
were not allowed to write letiers or receive mail, we heard no news from the
outside. 1 first learned on 18 November in an interrogation that Bazargan and
Yazdi were no longer Prime Minister and Foreign Minister.

Subscribed and sworn to before
me this 7th day of March, 1980,
al Washington, D.C.

(Signed) Irene INGALLS.

Notary Public. My Commission
Expires June 15, 1984,

Appendix C

1, . US Marine Corps, certify and declare the following:

1. Before my departure from lran on 20 November 1979 | was a member of
the staff of the United States Embassy in Tehran, Iran, where I served as a
Marine Sccurity Guard. I was taken hostage while performing duty within the
Chancery during the seizure of the Embassy on 4 November 1979 and held
hostage in the Embassy compound until my release on 20 November 1979.
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2. Upon being taken hostage I was pushed and shoved by two members of the
group that seized the Embassy. My hands were tied tightly behind my back and 1
was blindfolded. I was then taken 1o the residence of the Chargé d’Affaires. | was
also threatened with a pair of brass knuckles at this time. The blindfold was
removed after a few hours.

3. During the first week of captivity I spent over 12 hours a day tied to a chair.
During the first five or six nights | was forced to sleep with both my hands and
feet tied. On the remaining nights 1 slept with my hands tied. T was later
blindfolded whenever [ was moved [rom one location to another and occasion-
ally as punishment for attempting to speak 10 other hostages or for disagreeing
with the guards.

4. On the first day of captivity 1 was segregated from other Embassy personnel
and held overnight by (wo armed guards in a room at the residence of the
Charge d’Affaires. | was subsequently moved to the Consular Office and another
residence on the compound. 1 spent one other night isolated (rom other Embassy
personnel. The other nights 1 was confined with one or more of the Embassy
staff. During the day | was at times kept in isolation and at times held with
others.

5. 1 was informed by the captors that I could not speak to the other hostages
and they were not allowed to speak to me during the time [ was held in captivity.
I was constantly threatened that I would be blindfolded if I did speak to another
hostage. I was, however, able to spcak with other hostages on a number of
occasions without the knowledge of the guards.

6. | only saw visitors lrom outside the Embassy on three occassions during
this period. | was seen along with a number of other hostages by two men whom
I later was told were Ambassadors from other countries. [ was scen with a
number of other hostages on two occasions by Iranian clergymen, one of whom
I recognized as Sayyed Ahmad Khomeini, the son of the Ayatollah Khomeini.
Neither I nor any of the hostages in my presence were permitted to speak to any
of these visitors.

7. At no time during my captivity did [ receive any mail. I did not attempt (o
send any mail inasmuch as I did not believe that it would be forwarded.
Although I requested to telephone my family, I was not allowed to do so. I was
not allowed to listen to any news broadcasts or to read any current news
accounts.

8. I was provided an adequate amount of food during the period of captivity
although the diet was not balanced.

9. 1 was seen each day by Iranian medical personnel who inquired of my
medical condition. I do not know if any of these medical personncl were
physicians. 1 was not allowed at any time to change clothing except for
undergarments. I was only permitted to shower approximately every five days.

10. 1 was allowed to exercise on one occasion approximately one week afier
being taken hostage. 1 was taken outside where 1 did calisthenics for approxi-
mately one half-hour. I was blindfolded during this time.

11. 1 was questioned several times about the nature of my dutics at the
Embassy and about what I had seen while serving as a Marine Security Guard at
the Embassy.

12, 1 was shown documents or copies of documents that appeared to be from
the Embassy files. Some of the documents were marked as classified. 1 observed a
large number of these documents in the possession of the individuals occupying
the Embassy and observed these documents being shown to other hostages.

13. 1 was threatened by the captors with trial on charges of espionage and of
working for the United States Central Intelligence Agency. 1 was also threatened
with death should the United States take military action against Iran or if I
attempted to escape. I was further threatened with death if the deposed Shah of
Iran left the jurisdiction of the United States.
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14. 1 was requested on 2 number of occasions Lo sign a petition requesting that
the United States Government return the Shah of Iran so that the hostages
would be freed.

15. | was constantly told by the captors Lhat we were being held because the
United States Government did not care about us. I was accused on a number of
occasions of being a spy and a murderer.

16. My personal betongings were ransacked and taken by the captors along
with my military gear. None of my personal belongings were returned (o me.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 5th day of March 1980 at Prince
William County, State of Virginia, in my capacity as a Judge Advocale under
authority granted me by Title 10, United States Code, Scction 936,

( Signed) Eugene A. STEFFEN,
Major, US Marine Corps.

Appendix I}

I . certify and declare the following:

1. Before my departure from I[ran on 20 November 1979; 1 was a member of
the staff of the United States Embassy in Tehran, where [ was accredited as an
Attaché. I was taken hostage during the scizurc of the Embassy on 4 November
1979, and held hostage in the Embassy compound until my release on 20
November 1979,

2. | was taken hostage at approximately 14.30 hours, the afternoon of 4
November 1979, I was physically knocked to the ground und a shotgun was
atmed ut my head, Upon standing 1 realized my right knee was injured and 1 was
Hmping as a result of the altercation, Pistols, nifles, brass knuckles, sticks, chains
and knives were several of the kinds of weapons 1 saw in the hands of my
captors.

3. My hands were tied tightly behind me or, while { was sitting, at my sides to
the legs of chairs during my first two (2) days in captivity. On at least three (3)
separale occasions blood circulation 10 my hands was considerably reduced and
they were noticeably swollen, | could not move my fingers and wrists and there
was no fecling in them. T was blindfolded and gagged on at least six (6) separaic
occasions: on 5 November 1979 for approximately ten (10) straight hours. | was
untied to eat and use the bathroom.

4. [ was physically isolated as punishment for talking to other hostages once,
for onc (1) full day. Several other times | was threatened with an unspecified
punishment when caught attempting to communicate with other hostages by
whispering and gestures. [ was not permitted to write any letters nor did I reccive
any mail. [ was not permitted use of a tclephone. 1 looked at television coverage
of the Embassy seizure once for ten (10) minutes during my first day as a
hostage. All other news was controlled and verbally passed or issued in the form
of Student Statements. One type of verbal news. for example, was: *American
fascists police killed eight (%) [ranian students in Los Angeles today. What do
you think of that?”

5. 1 was once asked 1o sign a statcment requesting return of the Shah to Iran.
was told several times there was evidence certain US Embassy officials were spics
and interfering in the internal afTairs of Tran. | was informed during my cleventh
day as a hostage that I was cleared of any spy charges and was asked to tell what
| knew about the activities of several US Embassy officials.

6. 1 was not permitted or given a change of clothing except for onc shirt on my
fifth day as a hostage and again on 19 November 1979, when 1 was also given my
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first change of underwear. Some toilet articles were provided after the fifth day
of captivity. Approximately 30 people shared six (6) towels for six (6) straight
days, and 20 people shared six (6) towels during another five (5) day period. The
towels were not washed or changed. Toilets, washbasins and bathtubs were
cleaned when complaints were voiced.

7. Doctors were provided as needed, and some exercise, depending on which
caplors were present, was permitted.

8. Pistols, automatic rifles and shotguns were pointed at my face, head, chest
and stomach in three (3) separate distinct instances when I was ordered to open
my office safes and barlock files.

9. During anti-American demonstrations around the Embassy compound
loudspcakers, to amplify crowd noise, were directed at myself and several other
hostages at all hours of the day and evening causing tension and loss of sleep.
Windows were boarded up and inside lights kept on 24 hours a day reducing
periods of sleep. Indirect threats of physical harm were made against me when
some of the hostage takers said repeatedly that someone had to pay for the
deaths US weapons caused Iranian people. This heightened my feelings of stress
and anxiety. Several discussions were held at all hours of the day and night
between the hostage takers and myself on the alleged crimes the US Government
had committed against Iran and the Palestinians. These discussions exhausted
me and | thought death was inevitable,

10. Papal Envoy, Annibale Bugnini was the only visitor, identified by the
hostage takers prior to his arrival, I was allowed to speak with briefly while I was
held hostage. Twice, unidentified silent visitors saw me and seven (7) other
hostages while we were being filmed and photographed. I remember being blind-
folded four (4) separate times and warned to be silent when visitors, number un-
known, who | could not see and who spoke in Farsi and Arabic, were present.

End of Declaration.

Subscribed and sworn to before
me this 22nd day of February
1980, at Washington, D.C.

(Signed) Trene INGALLS.

Notary Public. My Commission
Expires June 15, 1984.

Appendix E

I, , US Marine Corps, certify and declare the following:

1. Before my departure from Iran on 19 November 1979 | was a member of
the staff of the United States Embassy in Tehran, where [ served as a Marine
Security Guard. I was taken hostage during the seizure of the Embassy on 4
November 1979 and held hostage in the Embassy compound until my release on
19 November 1979.

2. Upon being taken hostage, I was taken to one of the residences on the
Embassy compound where other hostages were also being held. My hands were
tied 1o a chair and at times tied behind my back. My feet were also tied together
at this time. I was blindfolded for a few hours with pieces of bed sheets and
pieces of banners that the Iranian demonstrators were carrying. I was blind-
folded at various times during the first two days of captivity.,

3. I was later handcuffed rather than tied at various times during the day and 1
was handcuffed at night while sleeping. The handcuffs were removed three or
four days prior to my release.
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4. 1 was told by the captors that I would be killed if the United States
attempled to rescue the hostages. [ was also told that the hostages would be in
danger if the Shah left the United States and did not return to Iran.

5.1 was told by the captors that I could not speak to any of the other hostages
and they were nol permitted to speak to me during the time T was held in
captivity. I was threatened with being tied up or moved to another location if 1
was caught spcaking to another hosiage. I was able 1o speak to other hostages a
number of times without the knowledge of the guards.

6. Al no lime was | allowed to change clothes. 1 was able Lo take a shower
every lwo or three days. | was provided a toothbrush after being held about a
weck.

7. 1 saw visitors 10 the Embassy on three occasions. About four or five days
after being taken hostage, | was visited by a member of the Swedish Red Cross
whe asked about my physical condition. He said that he would return, but I did
not scc him again, 1 also spoke with a representative of the Pope during this
period. | saw two members of the Red Cross just prior to my rclease. I never saw
any physician or other medical persennel.

8. 1 did not receive any mail while being held hostage. We were told at first
that we could ncither write leuters nor telephone our families. Later we were (old
that we could wrile letters, but that they would be read prior to being mailed. |
did not write any letters during this time. '

9. We were not permitted to read newspapers nor lisien to any ncws
broadcasts while being held hostage.

10. T saw vartous documents and copics of documents that appeared to be
classified and rom the Embassy files. These documents were often shown to me
and thc other hostages. T was told by the captors that they had documents
proving that some of the hostages were spies. .

11. I was requested on two occasions Lo sign a petition requesting the return of
the Shah 1o fran.

12. | was guestioned by the captors about my duties and about any espionage
activitics [ might have observed while in Iran.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 5th day of March 1980, at Prince
William County, Virginia, in my capacity as a Judge Advocate under authority
granted me by Title 10, United States Code, Section 936.

{ Signed) Eugenc A. STEFFEN,
Major, US Marine Corps.

Appendix F

L. . certify and declare the following:

1. Before my departure from Iran on 20 November 1979 [ was a member of
the staff of the United States Embassy in Tehran, where | served on temporary
duty (TDY) as secrelary, | was tuken hostage during the seizure of the Embassy
on 4 November 1979 and held hostage in the Embassy compound until my
releasc on 20 November 1979,

2. 1 was captured by the militants at the [ran-American Society (1AS) at
approximaicly 5.45 p.m. the afternoon of 5 November 1979, 1 was then taken by
car to thc Embassy compound and brought in through the front gate of the
compound past the screaming mob. When the mob saw that | was seated in the
back seat of the car, they started to rock the car in an attempt to turn the vehicle
on its side. 1 was then literally pulled out of the back scut of the car and pushed
through the gate into the compound. My purse was taken away from me and
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there were hands grabbing at my arms from all directions {or so it seemed). | was
then taken 10 one of the four yellow bungalows located on the compound and
pushed through the front door.

3. I was “escorted” to one of the back bedrooms by three women militants, The
door 10 the bedroom was closed and T was made to strip and then searched.

4. 1 subsequently spent ten days in solitary confinement in that room. The first
two nights, 1 slept on the floor without a blanket, pillow or mattress. The
window in the room did not close properly and the room was very cold. As a
result, | developed a viral infection which took five weeks to finally clear up. I
was subscquently given a mattress with a dirty sheet and a blanket.

5. On Tucsday, & November, sometime in the afternoon, four of the militants
came into my room and closed the door. | was then scated in a chair, blindfolded
and my hands tied behind my back. I sat like that for what seemed like an hour
or so and I could hear them talking 1o each other and searching my purse. |
knew it was my purse because it has a laich on one of the pockets that rattled
because I didn’t fasten it. The blindfold was finally taken off and they questioned
me about some pills I had in my purse. The “pills” were Anacin and they wanted
to know what the pills were for. I told the militants they were for a headache and
I was forced Lo take one. They seemed salisfied when I didn’t fall over dead
immediately after taking the Anacin.

6. | was interrogated {wice in my room. | was threatened with death a number
of times during both interrogations. They may have been armed, but I didn’t sce
any weapons. On the third or fourth day, one of the militants opened the door to
my room, looked at me and pointed a G-3 at me. He said nothing. Shortly
thereafter, he pointed the weapon in the other direction, turned around and
closed the door behind him.

7. There were other hostages in the house with me as I saw them when I was
first brought into the house. 1 could occasionally hear them talking to the
militants but I was never able to speak to anyone. I did feel a bit reassured
knowing there was someone else in the house besides myself and the militants.
When | was able to sneak a look out of the window, 1 could see some of the
militants (both male and female) walking around the compound carrying
weapons.

8. I was subjected to a great deal of harassment by the women militants. They
would talk very loudly when I was tryving to slecp or in the middle of the night
turn the light on and start talking again so that I was unable to sleep. There were
always two or three women who slept in the same room with me at night.

9. While in the bungalow, | was very close to the [ront gate where the mobs
were demonstrating from about 0800 to 0200 the next morning. The chanting
only stopped during the call to prayer. It was getting to a point where 1 really
couldn’t stand the shouting anymore.

10. The Wednesday of the second weck, the militants woke me up about 11.30
in the evening and informed me that I was being moved to another location. |
was blindfolded and my hands tied behind my back and led out of the bungalow
into a van where I sat for about five minutes. Someone clse was also brought into
the van and 1 discovered it was Kate Koob (the IAS Director who was taken
hostage with me at IAS, but brought to the compound in a separate car). I could
tell from the direction that the van was going that we were headed for the
Ambassador’s Residence. When we got there, | was led out of the van and into
the Residence (through the kitchen). 1 was scated in a chair still tied and
blindfolded for about 15-20 minutes. 1 was then told to stand up and was moved
to another chair and made to sit down—still tied and blindfolded. About 15
minutes later, I was told to stand up and was then pushed down on to the floor
—still tied and blindfolded. After a while, the blindfold was taken off and 1 was
untied. I was then able to take my jacket off. As I looked around, I saw that the
other women were all in the same room with me. My hands were then tied in
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front of me and [ was made 10 sleep that way (as was the case every night) on the
floor with the light on and the women militants walking around and talking all
night long with the bottom of their chadors skimming across my face as they
watked by, As a result, it was virtually impossible 1o sleep. All our jewelry
{watches, gold chains, ctc.} were taken away from us.

11. Wake-up time was approximately 6.30-7.00 in the morning. They woke us
up one at a time and escorted us 10 the toilet one at a time and waited inside with
us until we were finished. After cach one finished in the bathroom, we were taken
back to the living room of the Residence {the room in which all the women were
held) and ticd into hard back chairs, Qur hands were tied to the arms of the chair
and we had 1o face the wall and were not allowed to look at each other or to
speak to ecach other. The drapes were tightly drawn so as net to allow any
daylight into the room and it was impossible to know what time of day it was.
We had (o sit that way until breakfast was served and we were untied to cat.
Afler breaklast, we were tied back into the chair until lunchtime and afier lunch,
tied up again until dinner and then untied to eat and tied up again until bedtime
at 10,00 p.m. If we asked for a glass of water with our meals, we had to drink it
all a1 one time with our guards staring at us. We weren’t able to sip the water.
The glasscs were never washed which made my viral infection worse. An Iranian
doctor (onc of the female militants) came twice to see me because | was quite sick
at this point. [ was given medicine that was written in English and Farsi, so |
knew exactly what she was giving me to take. None of the medicine helped
much, though.

2. Twice | was blindlolded and taken over to the Chancery for interrogation.
Both times it was late at night. after 11.00. The fiest time | was taken 1o the
RSO’s oflice and interrogated for about three and a half hours. 1 was
interrogated in the RSO secretary’s office and the door to the RSOQ’s office was
closed but I could hear people in that room. They had gotten my safe open as the
militant who was interrogating me had one of my files in his hand. That night, all
the questions posed to mc were written and 1 had to write my answers and sign
my name after cach one. They questioned me extensively about various people
who worked in the Embassy concerning their personalities, families, political
beliefs, cte. They became very annoyed when I told them I had no knowledge of
the various families or political beliefs, etc., and i1 was obvious they didn’t
believe me. ) saw no weapons that night, but if they managed to open my sale
with the files in it, 1 am sure they opened the safe located right next to it which
contained weapons, They were also very persistent in their questions about the
Marines and their activities. They were also very persistent in their questions to
me about the Administrative sccrelary.

13. With regard to visitors: the visitors al the beginning of the Embassy scizure
{International Red Cross, four Ambassadors, Papal Nuncio, cte.) were only
taken to thc Ambassador’s Residence. None ever came 1o any of the bungalows,
If they did, 1 certainly never saw anyone, The militants came in a number of
times wanting to take my picture. 1 would never look at them and they became
very annoyed with me as they wanted the pictures to put in the local Iranian
newspaper.

14. T also did not receive any mail. Upon returning to the States, I found out
that two letters had been sent to me, but had never been delivered.

15. I had no change of clothing until about three days before we were released.
All the women at the Residence were given a complete change of clothing. L also
never had a shower the entire time [ was held hostage.

t6. I was not permitted to write letters, make telephone calls, read newspapers
or listen to news accounts. When | asked the militants any questions re current
events or about the other hostages, they would never answer me.

17. Our food was taken from thc Embassy commissary. In the beginning, we
were given too much starch and we all became constipated. Aficr the first week
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the starch was cut down—at least that is what they did in my bungalow. We

never got any fruit, vegetables or milk.

Subscribed and sworn to before
me this 4th day of March,
1980, at Washington, D.C.

{Signed) lrene INGALLS,

Notary Public. My Commission
Expires 15 June 1984,



DOCUMENTS 475

v

LETTER DATED 15 Aprril 1980 FrROM THE DEPUTY AGENT OF THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA TQ THE REGISTRAR

Response to a Question Presented by lhél? President of the Court on 10 April
1988

On behalf of the Government of the United States, I have the honour to refer
1o the Court’s request of 10 April 1980 for additional information relating to the
case concerning United States Diplomatic and Consular Staff in Tehran, and to
attach the information which the Court has requested. My Government wishes
also to make certain observalions on recent developments relating to the case.

As stated in President Carter's announcement of 7 April 1980, the United
States throughout this period has continued 10 make every effort to obtain the
release of the America hostages. During the period immediately preceding the
President’s announcement, particular efforts were made to arrange the transfer
of the hostages from the “students™ controlling the Embassy to the direct
custody of the Iranian authorities. As indicated by their own statements, the
“students” were willing to turn the hostages over to the governmental authori-
ties. The highest authority in Iran, the Ayatollah Khomeini, to whom the matter
had been referred by the Revolutionary Council, decided instead that the
hostages should remain in the custody of the “students”. These events emphasize
anew the responsibility of the Government of lran under international law for
the continued illegal holding of the hostages.

In responsc to this situation, the President of the United States announced the
steps described in his statement. These steps are, in the view of the United States,
lawful and appropriate responses to Iran’s flagrantdy unlawful conduct, which
remains in deflance not only of its treaty obligations, but of this Court’s Order of
15 December 1979. The United States regards its measures as entirely compati-
ble with paragraph 47 (B) of the Order of 15 December, with which, moreover,
under established principles of law and the Court’s jurisprudence, compliance is
required only on a reciprocal basis.

Certain of the measures may appear to bear upon aspects of the relicf
requested by the United Siwates in its final submissions to the Court. In
paragraph (C) of its final submissions, the United States has asked that the
Court adjudge and declare that the Umted Stales is entitled to the payment by
Iran of financial reparations for the violations of Iran’s obligations to the United
States. The exacl amount of reparations due would be determined by the Court
al a subsequent stage of the proceedings. The accounting or inventory of claims
ordered by the President on 7 April will assist in determining the dimensions of
the claims for damages put forward on behalfl of the hostages and their families,
as well as the amounts of the claims to be asserted against Iran by other United
States nationals, These calculations may well be useful in further proceedings
before the Court as to the amount of reparations owed by Iran, and they could
also be of assistance in achicving a comprehensive settlement of outstanding
claims against Iran by the United States and its nationals. The decision Lo take
such an accounting or inventory is thus consistent with paragraph (C) of the
United States submissions, which the United States maintains.

! See p. 316, infra.
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The United States also respectfully requests the Court—in the words of the
Court’s Qrder of 24 December 1979—to take “account of the circumstances of
this case™ in considering paragraph (B) (I) of the final submissions of the United
States. In view of the severance of diplomatic and consular relations with Iran,
the United States trusts that (he Court will treat this submission as a request for
an order that the Government of tran ensure the restoration of the premises of
the United States Embassy, chancery, and consulates to the posscssion and
exclusive control either of the United States or of a protecting power designated
by the United States in accordance with Article 45 of the Vienna Convention on
Diplomatic Relations and Article 27 of the Vienna Convention on Consular
Relations.

In all other respects, the text of paragraph (B) (I) remains applicable to
current circumstances, and the United States wishes to maintain this paragraph,
as well as all other clauses, of its final submissions.

{ Signed) Geni M. JosepH.

Documents Enclosed

The following is the text of the Arnouncement by President Carter on 8 April
concerning Iran. Tt has been circulated as a UN Security Council document:

Ever since Iranian terrorists imprisoned American Embassy personnel in
Tehran in early November, these 50 men and women—their safety, their health
and their future—have been our central concern. We have made every effort to
obtain their release on honorable, peaceful and humanitarian terms, but the
Iranians have refused to release them or even to improve the inhuman conditions
under which the Americans are being held captive. The events of the last few days
have revealed a new and significant dimension of this matter. The militants
controlling the Embassy have stated they are willing Lo turn the hostages over to
the Government of Iran, but the Government has refused to take custody of the
Amcrican hostages. This lays barc the full responsibility of the Ayatollah
Khomeini and the Revolutionary Council for the continued illegal and outra-
geous holding of the innocent hostages. The Iranian Government can no longer
escape full responsibility by hiding behind the militants at the Embassy. It must be
made clear that the failure to release the hostages will involve increasingly heavy
costs to Iran and its interests. I have today ordered the following steps:

1. The United States of America ts breaking diplomatic relations with the
Government of Iran. The Secretary of State has informed the Government of
Iran that its Embassy and consulates in the US are to be closed immediately. All
Iranian diplomatic and consular personnel have been declared persona non grata
and must leave this country by midnight tomorrow.

2. The Secretary of the Treasury will put into effect official sanctions
prohibiting exports from the US to Iran in accordance with the sanctions
approved by ten members of the UN Security Council on 13 January in the
resolution which was vetoed by the Sovict Union. Although shipment of food
and medicine were not included in the UN Security Council vote, it is expected
that exports of even these items to Iran will be minimal or non-existent.

3. The Secretary of the Treasury will make a formal inventory of the assets of
the Iranian Government which were frozen by my previous order and also make
a census or inventory of the outstanding claims of American citizens and
corporations against the Government of Iran. This accounting of claims wilt aid
in designing a program against Iran for the hostages, the hostage families and
other US claimants. We are now preparing legislation which will be introduced
in the Congress to facilitate processing and paying of these claims.
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4. The Seccretary of State and Attorney General will invalidate all visas issued
to Tranian citizens for future entry into the US, effective today. We will not
reissue visas nor will we issue new visas cxcepl for compelling and proven
humanitarian rcasons or where the national interest of our own country
requircs. This directive will be interpreted very strictly.

In order to minimize injury Lo the hostages, the US has acted at all times with
exceptional paticnce and restraint in this crisis, We have supported Secretary-
General Waldheim's activities under the UN Security Council mandate to work
for a peaceful solution. We will continue to consult with our Allies and other
{riendly governments on the steps we are now taking and on additional measures
which may be required. | am committed to resolving this crisis. | am comamitted
to the safe return of the American hostages and to the prescrvation of our
national honor. The hostages and their families, indeed all of us in America,
have lived with the reality and anguish of their captivity for five months. The
steps | have ordered 1oday are those that are necessary now. Other actions may
become necessary if these steps do not produce the prompt release of the
hostages.

In connection with the President’s announcement the following iwo statements
relating 1o the breaking-off of diplomatic relations between the United States and
{ran were published:

A. Swate Department press releasc, 8 April 1980. Visa revocation for Iranian
officials—effective immediately, all visas according diplomatic or official status to
Iranians in the United States, other than thosc on UN business, are revoked.

The decision has been made pursuant to the authority conferred on the
Secretary of State by section 221 (1) of the Immigration and Nationality Act. It
applics to Iranian officials and employees, including those accredited to the
United States, and their immediate familics, attendants, and servants, [t does
not apply to Iranians accredited 1o or cmployed by the United Nations or other
international organizations in the United States.

This action is laken in connection with the termination ol relations between
the United States and Tran. The termination of relations is necessary because of
the continuing lailure of the Government of Iran to put an end to the unlawful
detention of US citizens in Tehran, [ran.

B. Memorandum for the Secretary of the Treasury, 7 Apnl 1982. In
conncction with my decision t1oday to close Iranian diplomalic facilitics in the
United States, | am directing that the uniformed division of the Secret Service
provide any assistance necessary to he Sccretary of State and the Attorney
General in order 10 make my decision effective, including contro! of movement
of persons and property into and out of Iranian diplomatic facilities in the
District of Columbia.

Jimmy CARTER.

Other aspects of the President’s announcement have been the subject of
appropriate messages, orders and regulations.

The following Note was delivered to the Embassy of Iran on 7 April breaking-
off relations:

The Department of State hereby notifies the Embassy of the [slamic Republic
of Iran that the Government of the United States of America has decided to
sever diplomatic and consular relations with ITran, effective immediately, and to
require the immediate closure of the Iranian Embassy and consular posts in the
Uniled States.

Accordingly, the Embassy is directed to terminate its functions and those of
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the Tranian consular posts in the United States, effective immediately. All
persons who have been notified to the Department as being present in the United
States as members of the staffs of the Embassy and consulates of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, as indicated in the annexed list, must depart from the United
States no later than midnight tomorrow. Members of the families of these
persons (other than any who may be citizens or permanent residents of the
United States) must also depart by that time. Thereafter, the United States will
no longer regard these persons as being entitled to the prmleges immunitics and
protection which they now enjoy by virtue of their official status, and they will be
subject to immediate expulsion.

Until their departure, these persons may continue to use regularly travelled
routes for travel between their homes and offices, but otherwise must remain
within a two-mile radius of their homes. Any failure to observe this restriction
without the express approval of the Department will result in the immediate
termination of official status and the immediate expulsion of the individual
concerned. All departures are to be from Dulles International Airport unless the
Department’s consent to another port of embarkation is obtained. The Embassy
is required to submit to the Dcpartment no later than noon tomorrow a
complete list of the scheduled times and places of departure for all individuals
who are hereby required to depart from the United States. All credentials issued
to these individuals by the Department must be surrendered prior to their
departure.

The Department is prepared to consider the appointment of a third State,
acceplable to the Uniled Siates, to which the Islamic Republic of Iran may
entrust the custody of its diplomatic and consular property and the protection of
its interests. If such an appoiniment is made before midnight tomorrow the
Department would also be prepared to consider deferring until 15 April 1982 the
requircd departure of one member of the Embassy stafl, to be desngnaled by the
Department, in order to facilitate transitional arrangements.

The Embassy and consulates shall be closed immediately to any activity {other
than internal administrative functions) by or on behalf of the Islamic Republic
of Iran. After tomorrow the premises of the Embassy and consulates shall be
closed and sealed, except to the extent that the Department may authorize any
particular use of such premises by a protecting power.

The following are reports of statements relevant to the breaking-off of relations
made by Iranian authorities or by those ha[dmg the hostages immediately
preceding or following upon President Carter’s announcement:

A. Paris AFP in English 0957 GMT 5 Apr. 80, as reported in FBIS, daily report,
7 Apr. 80, p. 1 6:

[Excerpt] Islamic militants are ready to hand over the American Embassy
hostages if President Abolhassan Bani-Sadr wishes, so as not 1o weaken his
position, a spokesman for the militants told the newspaper Kephan here today.

This was despite the Tact that the students did not agree with the transfer, on
the grounds that it was against the line taken by revolutionary leader Ayatollzh
Ruhollah Khomeini, the spokesman said.

B. Tehran domestic service in Persian 1006 GMT 7 Apr. 80, as reported in
FBIS, daily report, 7 Apr. 80, p. I 15:

A statement issued by the Imam Khomeini's office in connection with the issue
of hostages has just been released. The text of the statement is as follows: In the
name of God, the compassionalte, the merciful. Noble nation of Iran: As we have
previously said, the decisive stance on the hostages by his eminence Imam
Khomeini, leader of the Islamic revolution of Iran, has not changed and the
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hostages and thc Embassy will remain as previously in the hands of the Muslim
and struggling students until the formation of the Islamic Consultative Assem-
bly and the decision on their faic by the csicemed representatives of the nation.
We have repeatedly explained that the health of the hostages and the place where
they arc held is good in every way. In order to prove this, if there are people who
want to be informed of their health and welfare, they may do so supervized by
responstble officials.
[ Signed] The Imam Khomeini's office, Qom. [Dated] 7 April 1980.

C. Tehran domestic service in Persian 0935 GMT 8 Apr. 80, as reported in
FBIS, duily report, 8 Apr. 80, p. 1 2:

The following message was released this morning by Imam Khomeini, leader
of the Islamic Revolution and lounder of the Islamic Republic of Iran, regarding
the break of relations between Iran and America: in the name of God, the
compassionalte, the merciful. Today, 8 April, the news of the break of relations
between Amcrica and fran was received by us. If Carter has done one thing in ll
his fife in the intcrest of the oppressed, it is this break of relations between a
country that has risen up and freed itsell’ from the claws of international
plunderers and a world-devouring plunderer. Such relations are always detri-
mental to the oppressed nation and in the interests of the plundercr. We take this
break of relations as a good omen since this means that the Government of
Amecrica has cut off its hopes from Iran. The fighting nation of lran has every
reason to celebrale this good news of the final victory which has forced a cruel
superpower to break its relations and put an end to its plunderings.

D. Hamburg DPA in German 0808 GMT 8 Apr. 80, as reported, in FBIS, daily
report, 8 Apr. 80, p. I 8.

Tehran—the occupiers of the American Embassy in Tchran have reacted to
the US sanctions with composure and even pleasure. In a shorl telephone
conversation with DPA, a spokesman stated: “We are glad, because now things
arc finally clear and all the talking back and forth will stop.™

He cven expressed the hope that the US would exert still more pressure,
“becausc then we can finally prove that we are offering resistance and can defend
ourselves”. He said he believes that nothing will change for the hostages, who
have been held for 158 days, ““because we are holding the hostages on the basis
of the Koran”. The spokesman said that the occupicrs intend to publish a longer
staternent Tuesday evening or on Wednesday.

E. Tehran domestic service in Persian 1645 GMT 8 Apr. 80, as reported in
FBIS, daily report, 9 Apr. 80, p. I 1:

Dr. Abolhassan Bani-Sadr, the President of our country, and the members of
the Revolution Council were received by the Imam, the leader of he revolution
and the founder of the Islamic Republic of Iran, at the Imam’s temporary
residence this evening. In a radio and television message tonight Dr. Bani-Sadr
spoke to Lthe nation about various problems discussed in their mecting with the
[mam. We bring to your allention the President’s message:

1n the name of God, the compassionatc. the merciful. Dear nation of Iran, last
night Mr. Carter, the US President, implemented the threats he has been talking
about for some time, and he promisced to employ a few morc threats. Perhaps
His Excellency was thinking that in our country we lack an essential unity and
with these Lthreats the situation will become more in line with American policy.
But the implementation of these threats coincided with our decision in the
Revolution Council that the problem of the country requires unity of heart,
unity of people; and all of us must firmly and decisively wage our great struggle
in the rcalms of the economy and culture, until we achicve complete indepen-
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dence, and pu!ll down the world system which the hegemonists have imposed
upon us and other oppressed nations and countries.

Therefore, this is yet another one of these wonderful things in our modern
history and 1n the history of the world whereby the enemy is constantly faced, at
the moment of action, with an iron unity; and contrary to what he imagines he
sees that his threats meet this steel wall and break apart.

The magnitude of the effect of US Government decisions is not great. When
there is in existence a steadfast Muslim nation which can work, make efforts—
cven if others influence it, which is not so—then we should deem this as an
excellent opportunity, since when a people know that they should stand on their
own two feet then this is an excellent opportunity which should be grasped.
Therefore, we should not be disturbed by his threat. This threat will not have the
least practical effect on our life except that with work, cfforts and endeavours we
will be able to grasp the opportunity for complete economic independence and
to attain fresh victories.

F. Tehran domestic service in Persian 0951 GMT 9 Apr. 80, as reporied in
FBIS, daily report, @ Apr. 80, p. I 11:

Please pay attention to the statement just issued by the Muslim Student
Followers ol the Imam’s Policy: in the name of God, the avenger. We clearly
warn the criminal Government of America that if that Government implements
the slightest military intervention against Iran, we will destroy all the spy
hostages (?on the spot); and we decisively warn the honourable nation of
America that the American criminal ruling circles will be directly responsible.

[ Signed] Muslim Student Followers of the imam’s Policy.

G. Tehran international service in Arabic 0900 GMT 9 Apr. 80, as reported in
FBIS, daily repart, 9 Apr. 80, P. I 11:

The following statement was issued by the Muslim Student Followers of the
Imam’s Policy:

In the name of God, the compassionate, the merciful. “What shall we do
about rclations with America? Qur relations with America are the rclations of
the oppressed with the oppressor, the relations of the plundered with the
plunderer”—a quotation from Imam Khomeini prior to the occupation of the
espionage den,

“Relations between g nation that has risen in order to rid itself of the claws of
the international plunderers and a world-devouring plunderer are always
detrimental to the oppressed nation and in the interests of the plunderer”—quo-
tation from Imam Khomeini after the break of diplomatic relations between
Iran and Amcrica.

Oh noble and struggling nation of Iran, O hero Muslim nation. The Imam’s
thundering voice and your continuous struggle under the leadership of the idol-
smasher of the time, the great Khomeini, with the plunderer America and the
courageous steadlastness against this foul world-devouring has dealt another
great blow to the criminal ruling group of America.

This is the umpteenth time that vicious Carter and the criminal ruling group
of America have fallen in fear in relation to the monolithic uprising of the
Islamic nation and in a completely reactionary manner but announced the issue
of breaking of relations, giving it the characteristics of initiative. The relations
were ones of domination, hegemony and humiliation politically, culturally and
militarily and inflicted the greatest of pain on our oppressed nation. The mature
nation of iran celebrates this event, for with the breaking of relations with
America it marches ahead toward attaining genuine independence and guaran-
teed a realistic life. The pure blood of the martyrs of the revolution beils and
daily brings consequences ol greater effect to the martyr-cherishing nation of
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Tran. The Iranian nation and all the meek people of the world arc happy and
celebrate this severance of relations, lor they have attained the first resuit of
revolution that is greater than their revolution—the severance of relations with
America, This enhances the determination of this mature nation to proceed
along the straight path of Islam, which is confrontation with the criminal
America and has in store the defeat of the oppressors and brings with it the
honour of Islam and the Muslims throughout the world. May this final victory
that forced the savage superpower, America, to break off relations—that is, to
put an end to plundering—be auspicious for all the meek of the world, especiatly
the dear Iraman nation.

America, this criminal which has severed relations after losing hope and has
become desperate over lran, must know that it cannot inflict harm on the
glorious Islamic revolution of Iran through its puppet government of the Traitor
Saddam Husayn, who is himsell on the brink of collapse. The martyr-cherishing
Iranian nation not only will resist the American economic embargo but it will
also courageously crush its military attack. And, with certainty, the Islamic
nation will eliminate the rotlen Iraqi-régime, which is the mstrument of
American conspiracies against the [ranian revelution, as well the traitor As-
Sadat, whao is peerless in his betrayal of Islam, together with his loyal friend, the
runaway Mohammad Reza.

Today is the day ol unity and solidarity for us all. Oh oppressed and valiant
nations, oh brave and dear Iraqi nation, oh oppressed and plundered Egyptian
nation, oh inhabitanis of the enslaved land of Arabia, let us unite together and
cut short the hand of the great criminal of the century from our heads and put
the Islamic nation in the position of (Tregency) and (inheritance) of the earth.

The brave Iranian nation congratulates the Imam of the nation on the
severance of relations with America, he who emphasized and insisted on it from
the very onset. With the liberating voice of “God is great™ the nation welcomes
this measure and has complete faith and belief that the breaking of relations with
the criminal America and the oppressors of the world is a necessary task in the
move toward truc life for the oppressed nations.

We are proud and honoured that the Imam of the nation, notwithstanding the
empty Amcrican threats, entrusted the “responsibility for taking care of the
American spies and espionage den (o his own sons until the convening of the
Istamic (as heard) consultative assembly and in this way once again the trickery
of the greal satan came to no avail.

We ask the brave and struggling Iranian nation to maintain its consistent and
decisive position and to take pari in the grand general march on Friday, which is
in support of the unity of our nation against the world-devouring America. The
active participation of all the groups and strata of the struggling nation is
indicauve of their resistance and wisdem against all plots of the great satan.

[ Signed] The Muslim Student Followers of the Imam’s Policy.

1. Tehran domestic service in Persian 0945 GMT 9 Apr. 80), as reported in FBIS,
daily report, 9 Apr. 80, p. I 16:

This morning, Sadeq Gotbzadch, the Minister of Forcign Affairs of the
Islamic Republic of Iran, took part in a press conference for domestic and
foreign reporters of radio, television and the press. In today’s interview
Gotbzadch said: the severance of political relations with America is a sign of
American hastincss and of having come to a deadlock. He also assured our
people thal the scverance of political relations with America and the cconomic
sanctions by thal country will not bring any discomfort or difficulty to our
compatriots. He added: lran will do to any country that supports America what
it did to America. )

In today’s interview Gotbzadeh also announced: Algeria has agreed to look
after Iranian intcrests in America.
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Referring to Irag, our country’s Foreign Minister said: we are determined to
overthrow the Ba'tist régime of Irag, headed by Saddam Husayn, who is an
agent of America, and right now we are prepared for any confrontation against
their acts of sabotage.

). Tehran domestic service in Persian 2005 GMT 9 Apr. 80, as reported in FBIS,
daily report, 10 Apr. 80, p. 1 11:

According to a report of the Central News Bureau, the Muslim Student
Followers of the Imam’s Policy issued their 109th statement in connection with
severing relations between Iran and America. It is as follows: in the name of
God, the crusher of oppressors. Valiant and fighting nation of Iran: your
children in the den of espionage are still steadfast in their covenant. Now, once
again, in your presence we draw the attention of the honourable American
nation and we openly warn the criminal American Government that if the
slightest military attack is carried out against franian soil, we will destroy the spy
hostages together with the building in which they reside. Then we will hurry to
take part in the face-to-face battle against the great satan along with the rest of
our fighting brothers and sisters, and we arc confident that victory will be ours.

[ Signed] Muslim Student Followers of the Imam’s Policy.
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A

RespoNsE 8y THE UniTep States, 22 Aerin 19807, 1o A QuEsTION PRESENTEDR
py JunGE GRos oN 17 APriL 19803

The Press reports of the atlack on the American Embassy ol 14 February 1979
are essentially accurate with the following clarifications:

The armed attackers were identified initially only as guerritlas, So far as we
know, the attackers did not declare an affiliation to the Fedayeen, although
some of them probably belonged to that organization. Non-Fedayeen members
also participated.

Our best information is that the attack began at about 10.45 a.m. Embassy
officers then made an urgent appeal for assistance, and about 12 noon, Ibrahim
Yazdi, who was then Deputy Prime Minister arrived at the compound accompa-
nied by a member of the Mational Police, at least one clerical official, and a
contingent of revolutionary guards from the headquarters of the Ayatollah
Khomeini. This official contingent quelled the disturbance and returned control
of the compound o American diplomatic officials.

We are aware that onc attacker was killed during the assault, but we cannot
verify that another attacker was killed. Two persons associated with the
Embassy staff—an Iranian waiter and the son of another Iranian employee were
killed.

The Marines returned the attacker’s fire only with non-lethal buckshot andfor
tear gas.

The Ayatollah Khomeini issued a statement condemning the use of violence in
the attack on the Embassy.

Ambassador Sullivan has informed us that no knife was held (o his neck when
he was being escorted from the Chancery, although a photograph of the event
was taken at such an angle that a bayonet, over two feet away from the
Ambassador, in the hands of one of the rescuers, did appear to be at his neck.

' See p. 519, infra.
2 See pp. 517-518, infra.
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VI

RESPONSE BY THE UNITED STaTES, | May 1980%, TO A QUESTION PRESENTED BY
THE PrESIDENT OF THE COURT ON 25 APRIL 198072

1. The following is the text of a White House Announcement at 1.15 a.m. est.,
25 Apnk

The President has ordered the cancellation of an operation in Iran which was
underway to prepare for a rescue of our hostages. The mission was terminated
because of cquipment failure. During the subsequent withdrawal of American
personnel there was a collision between our aircraft on the ground at a remote
desert location in Iran. There were no military hostilities, but the President
deeply regrets that eight American crew members of the two aircrall were killed
and others were injured in the accident. Americans involved in the operation
have now been airlifted from Iran and those who were injured arc being given
medical treatment and are expecied to recover.

This mission was not motivated by hostility toward Iran or the Iranian people
and there were no Iranian casualties.

Preparations for this rescue mission were ordered for humanitarian reasons,
to protect the national interests of this country, and to alleviate international
tensions. The President accepts full responsibility for the decision to attempt the
rescuc.

The nation is deeply grateful to the brave men who werc preparing 1o rescue
the hostages.

The United States continues to hold the Government of Iran responsible for
the safety of the American hostages.

The United States remains determined to obtain their safe rckeasc at the
carliest possible date,

The President will address the nation this morning at 0700 est. Families of the
hostages have been notified and Congressional leaders were also briefed. At this
time, we have no evidence of any reprisals against the hostages.

2. The following is Statement by the President of the United States at 7.00 a.m.
est., 25 April, in connection with the attempt to rescue the hostages:

The President: Late yesterday, 1 cancelled a carefully planned operation which
was underway in Iran to position our rescue team for later withdrawal of
American hostages who have been held captive there since 4 November.

Equipment failure in the rescue helicopters made it nccessary to end the
mission. As our team was withdrawing, after my order to do so, two of our
American aircraft collided on the ground following a refuclling operation in a
remote desert location in Iran. Other information about this rescuc mission will
be made available to the American people when it is appropriate to do so.

There was no fighting; there was no combat. But to my deep regret, cight of
the crewmen of the (wo aircraft which coflided were killed, and several other
Americans were hurt in the accident.

Qur people were immediately airlifted from Iran. Those who were injured
have gotten medical treatment and all of them are expected to recover.

No knowledge of this operation by any Iranian officials or authonties

! See pp. 519-520, supra.
? See p. 519, infra.
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was cvident 1o us until scveral hours after all Americans were withdrawn from
Iran.

Qur rescuc team knew, and 1 knew, that the operation was certain (o be
difficult and it was certain to be dangerous, We were all convinced that if and
when the rescue operation had been commenced that it had an execllent chance
of success. They were all volunteers; they were all highly trained. | met with their
leaders before they went on this operation. They knew then what hopes of mine
and of all Americans they carried with them.

To the familics of those who died and who were wounded, I want to express
the admiration 1 feef for the courage of their loved ones and the sorrow that 1
feel personally for their sacrifice.

The mission on which they were embarked was u humanitarian mission. It was
not directed against Iran; it was nol directed against the people of Iran. It was not
undertaken with any fecling of hostility toward [ran or its people. It has caused no
Iranian casualties.

Planning for this rescue cffort began shortly afier our Embassy was seized.
But, for a number of reasons, [ waited until now to put those rescue plans into
effect. To be feasible, this complex operation had to be the product of intensive
planning and intensive training and repeated rchearsal.

However, a resolution of ths crisis through negovations and with voluntary
action on the part of the Iranian officials was obviously then, has been and will
be preferable.

This rescue attempt had to awail my judgment that the Iranian authorities
could not or would not resolve this crisis on their own initiative. With the steady
unraveling of authority in Iran and the mounting dangers that were posed to the
salety of the hostages themselves and the growing realization that their early
release was highly unlikely, I made a decision to commence the rescue operations
plans.

This attempt beeame a necessity and a duty. The readiness of our team to
undertake the rescue made it completely practicable. Accordingly, I made the
decision to sct our long developed plans into operation. I ordered this rescue
mission prepared in order to safeguard American lives, to protect America’s
national interest and to reduce the tensions in the world that have been caused
among many natjons as this crisis has continued. It was my decision le attempt
the rescue operation. It was my decision Lo cancel it when problems developed in
the placement of our rescue team for a future rescue operation. The responsi-
bility is fully my own.

In the aftermath of the attempt, we continue to hold the Government of Iran
responsible for the safety and for the carly relcase of the American hostages who
have been held so long. -

The United Stales remains determined to bring about their safe release at the
carliest date possible. As President, 1 know that our entire nation fecls the deep
gratitude 1 feel for the brave men who were prepared to rescue their fellow
Americans from captivity. And, as President, [ also know that the nation shares
not only my disappointment that the vescue effort could not be mounted because
of mechanical difficultics, but also my determination to persevere and (o bring
all of our hostages home to {recdom.

We have been disappointed before. We will not give up in our efforts.
Throughout this extraordinarily difficult period, we have pursued and will
continue to pursue cvery possiblc avenue to secure the release of the hostages. In
these efforts, the support of the American people and of our friends throughout
the world has been a most crucial clement. That support of other nations is ¢ven
more important now, We will seck to continue, along with other nations and
with the officials of Iran, a prompt resolution of the crisis without any loss of life
and through peaceful and diplomatic means.

Thank you very much.
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3. The following is a text of the Report by the United States to the Security
Council pursuant to Article 51 of the Charter of the United-Nations:

25 April 1980.

His Excellency, Mr. Porfirio Munez Ledo,
President of the Security Council,
The United Nations.

Dear Mr. President:

Pursuant to Article 51 of the Charter of the United Nations, | am submitting
for your information and that of the members of the Security Council the
enclosed statement made early this morning by President Carter concerning the
termination of a mission of 24 April 1980 aimed at the rescue of the American
hostages unlawfully held by Iran since the forcible seizure of the United States
Embassy in Tehran on 4 November 1979. That mission was carried out by the
United States in exercise of its inherent right of sclf-defence with the aim of
extricating American nationals who have been and remain the vicims of the
Iranian armed attack on our Embassy.

Sincerely,
Donald F. McHENRY.
Attachment: Statement by President Carter.

4. The following is text of Statement by Secretary of Defense Harold Brown on
25 April 1980

I have a short statement, which I will read and then General Jones and 1 will
answer your questions.

As you know by now, we ordered last night the cancellation of an operation in
Iran that was under way to prepare for a rescuc of our hostages. The President
has already provided the general background. The chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff and 1 arc prepared to add some more detail.

Let me say at the outset that we can all be proud of the brave men who
undertook this mission. They conducted themselves with skill and courage. And
we're filled with sorrow for the eight men who gave their lives trying to rescue
their fellow Americans.

Let me give you a briel summary of events before we take your questions:

On the iate evening and early morning of 24 and 25 April Iran time,
approximately 90 US military personnel, together with the air crews, em-
barked on an operation to prepare for rescue of the US citizens held hostage in
Iran.

The eight helicopters and associated transport aircraft were en route to a
remote landing site, 200 miles from Tehran, in the Iranian desert, that was to be
used for refuelling—and on that map we’ve circled in black roughly the area to
which I"'m referring.

Depending upon the success of that and other steps, a later decision was to
have been made as to whether 1o proceed with the actual rescue attempt.

Because we knew the long and arduous trip would tax the capacity of the
helicopiers, we added redundancy 1o assure that we could continue if some of
them became unusable.

Two of the helicopters experienced problems en route. One landed in the
desert and its crew was picked up by another helicopter, which then proceeded
forward (o the refuelling point. The second helicopter had difficulties, reversed
course, and landed aboard the carrier Nimitz in the Arabian Sca.

Upon arrival at the desert landing site a third helicopter experienced a severe
hydraulic malfunction which put it out of commission.

The operation plan provided for termination of the mission if there were less
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than six helicopters operational at this peint. Therefore, we decided to call off
the remainder of the operation and to extract all of the personnel.

As the aircraft were preparing to depart—and this, of course, was in com-
plete darkness—a helicopter and a C-130 aircraft collided. Both immcdiately
caught firc. Eight of our men were killed; four others suffered burns.

To insure the safe evacuation of the rest of the party, the commander on the
scenc directed his men to leave the helicopters and depart on the remaining C-
130%s. This left behind the four functioning helicopters, the helicopter that had
cxperienced the hydraulic malfunction and the burning wreckage of one
helicopter and one C-130,

No Iranian military forces were encountered at any point during the mission.
However, approximately 50 Iranian civilians, who were passing by in a bus at
about the time the first C-130 landed. were detained at the site.

When the decision was made to terminate the rescue effort, all the civilians
were allowed to depart unharmed.

As you can see from this description, the mission was complex and difficult.
But it was the judgment of the Joint Chicfs of Staff and myself that it was
operationally feasible. This judgment was reached after a thorough asscssment,
which included many practice excrcises.

Our plan was carefully conceived and the training was exhaustive. The plan
provided for the possibility of terminating the operation because of any
difficultics, such as mechanical failure or detection by the Iranians of the
mission.

The flight 1o the assembly point and the refucling itself bad been carried out
with essential success bul, 1o repeat, we concluded, based on cstablished criteria
thoroughly considered carlicr, that the number of helicopter failures rendered
the chance of subsequent success—reduced that chance to the point that dictated
ending the mission. .

I think you can understand why we felt that we had to try this difficult
operation. In our opinion it represented the best course of action for getting our
hostages oul of ran cxpeditiously. And it was also the course that raised the
least risk of harming the Iranian people and the least risk of causing instability in
this troubled region.

We're disappointed 1hat the mission failed. We're saddened at the loss of our
cight fellow Americans. But let no one doubt our resolve and let no one
misunderstand the meaning of these events. We will not rest until we have
secured the release of the hostages.

I'll take your questions.

5. Text of a Letter fram the President of the United States 1o the Speaker of the
House of Representatives and the President pro tempore of the Senate:

26 April 1980,

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Becuause of my desire that Congress be informed oo this matter and consistent
with the reporting provisions of the War Powers Resolution of 1973 (Public Law
93.148), 1 submit this report.

On 24 April 1980, elemenis of the United Stutes Armed Forces under my
dircction commenced the positioning stage of a rescue operation which was
destgned, il the subscquent stages had been exccuted, to effect the rescue of the
American hostages who have been held captive in Iran since 4 November 1979,
in clear viclation of international law and the norms of civilized conduct among
nations. The subsequent phases of the operation were not executed. Instead, for
the reasons described below, all these elements were withdrawn from Iran and
no hostilities occurred,

The sole objective of the operation that actually eccurred was to position the
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rescue team for the subsequent ¢ffort to withdraw the American hostages. The
rescue team was under my overall command and control and required my
approval before executing the subsequent phases of the operation designed to
effect the rescue itself. No such approval was requested or given because, as
described below, the mission was aborted.

Beginning approximately 10.30 a.m. est. on 24 April six US C-130 transport
aircraft and eight RH-53 helicopters entered Fran airspace. Their crews were not
cquipped for combat, Some of the C-130 aircraft carried a force of approxi-
mately 90 members of the rescue team equipped for combat, plus various
support personnel.

From approximately 2 to 4 p.m. cst. the six transports and six of the eight
helicopters landed at a remote desert site in Iran approximately 200 miles from
Tehran where they disembarked the rescue team, commenced reluelling opera-
tions and began to prepare for the subsequent phases. During the flight to the
remote desert site, two of the eight helicopters developed operating difficulties.
Onc was forced to return to the carrier Nimirz; the second was forced to land in
the desert, but its crew was taken aboard another of the helicopters and
procceded on to the landing site. Of the six helicopters which landed at the
remote desert site, one developed a serious hydraulic problem and was unablc to
continue with the mission. The operational plans called for a minimum of six
helicopters in good operational condition able to proceed from the desert site.
Eight helicopters had been included in the force to provide sufficient redundancy
withoul imposing excessive strains on the refuelling and exit requirements of the
operation. When the number of helicopters available to continue dropped to
five, il was determined that the operation could not proceed as planned.
Therefore, on the recommendation of the force commander and my military
advisers, 1 decided to cancel the mission and ordered the United States armed
forces involved to return from Iran,

During the process of withdrawal, one of the helicopters accidentally collided
with onec of the C-130 aircraft, which was preparing to take off, resulting in the
decath of cight personncl and the injury of several others. At this point, the
decision was made to load all surviving personnel aboard the remaining C-130
aireraft and to abandon the remaining helicopters at the landing shie, Altogether,
the United States armed forces remained on the ground for a total of
approximately three hours, The five remaining aircraft took off about 5.45 p.m.
est. and departed from Iran airspace without turther incident at about 8.00 p.m.
est. on 24 April. No United States armed forces remain in Iran.

The remote desert area was selected to conceal this phase of the mission from
discovery. At no time during the temporary presence of United States armed
forces in Iran did they encounter Iranian forces of any type. We believe, in lact,
that no Iranian military forces were in the dcsert area, and that the Iranian
forces were unaware of the presence of United States armed forces until after
their departure from Iran. As planned, no hostilities occurred during this phase
of the mission—the only phase that was executed.

At onc point during the period in which United States armed forces elements
were on the ground at the desert landing site a bus containing 44 Iranian
civilians happened to pass along a nearby road. The bus was stopped and then
disabled. Its occupants were detained by United States armed forces until their
departure, and then released unharmed. One truck closely followed by a second
vehicle also passed by while United States armed forces elements were on the
ground. These elements stopped the truck by a shot into its headlights. The
driver ran to the second vehicle which then escaped across the desert. Neither of
these incidents affected the subsequent decision to terminate the mission,

Qur rescue team knew, and | knew, that the operation was certain o be
dangerous. We were all convinced that i and when the rescue phase of Lhe
opcration had been commenced, it had an excellent chance of success. They were
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all volunteers; they were all highly trained. 1 met with their leaders before they
went on this operation. They knew then what hopes of mine and of all
Amcricans they carried with them. I share with the nation the highest respect
and apprcciation for the ability and bravery of all who participated in the
mission.

To the families of those who died and who were injured, I have expressed the
admiration | feel for the courage of their loved ones and the sorrow that I fee!
personally for their sacrifice.

The mission on which they were embarked was a humanitarian mission. 1t was
not directed against Iran. It was not directed against the people of fran. It caused
no kranian casualtics,

This operation was ordered and conducted pursuant to the President’s powers
under the Constitution as Chiel Executive and as Commander-in-Chiel of the
United States Armed Forces, expressly recognized in section 8 (D) (1) of the War
Powers Resolution. In carrying out this operation, the United States was acting
wholly within its right, in accordance with Article 51 of the United Nations
Charter, to protect and rescuc its citizens where the government of the territory
in which they are located is unable or unwilling to protect them,

Sincerely,
Jimmy CARTER.



