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De l imi t a t ion  of t h e  Maritime Boundary i n  t h e  
Gulf of Maine Area 

(Canada/ lhi ted S t a t e s  of America) 

F i l i n g  of Caunter-Memorials 

The fo l lowing  informat ion  i s  made a v a i l a b l e  t o  the press  by t h e  
Reg i s t ry  of t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Court of J u s t i c e :  

Canada and t h e  United S t a t e s  f i l e d  t h e i r  Counter-Memorials today i n  
t he  Reg i s t ry  w i t h i n  t h e  time-limit: a s  f i x e d  by a n  Order of 5 November 1982. 

Canada and t h e  United S t a t e s  have submit ted t o  a  s p e c i a l l y  formed 
Chamber of t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Court of J u s t i c e  a d i s p u t e  over the  boundary 
sepa ra t ing  the  f i s h e r y  zones and c o n t i n e n t a l  she lves  of t he  two c o u n t r i e s  
off  t h e  A t l a n t i c  Coast i n  t h e  Gulf of Maine a r e a .  The proceedings were 
i n s t i t u t e d  on 25 November 1981 by the  f i l i n g  of a S p e c i a l  Agreement. 

The Chamber was c o n s t i t u t e d  by a n  Order of t he  Court on 20 January 
1982. It i s  composed a s  follows: Judge Ago, Pres ident  of t h e  Chamber; 
Judges Gros, Mosler and Schwebel; Judge ad  hoc Cohen. This w a s  the  f i r s t  
t ime i n  the  h i s t o r y  of t h e  Court t h a t  t he  p a r t i e s  t o  a d i s p u t e  had made use  
of t he  p o s s i b i l i t i e s ,  embodied i n  t he  S t a t u t e  and Rules  of t h e  C:ourt, of 
sending t h e i r  case  t o  a  s p e c i a l  chamber i n s t e a d  of t o  t he  f u l l  Court. 

The f i r s t  pleadings ( t h e  Memorials) had been f i l e d  on 2 7  September 
1982. I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t he  f i l . ing  of t he  second p leadings  which took 
p lace  today w i l l  be followed by t h a t  of another  round of p leadings  (Rep l i e s ) .  
p rov i s ion  i s  made f o r  t h i s  p o s s i b i - l i t y  i n  t he  Spec ia l  Agreement by which Canada 
and the United S t a t e s  brought thei-r  d i spu te  be fo re  the  Chamber. 




