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Telex 32323 

OF JUSTICE 
Cables: Intercourt. The Hague 

- 

une f f ic iul  
No 84/ for ~mmediate release 

28 March 1984 

D e l i m i t a t i o n  of t h e  Marit ime Boundary i n  t h e  
Gulf of Maine Area 

( ~ a n a d a / U n i t e d  S t a t e s  of America) 

Hearing t o  open on Monday 2  A p r i l  1984 a t  3 p.m. 

The fo l lowing  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  made a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  p r e s s  by t h e  
R e g i s t r y  of t h e  I n t e r ~ i a t i o n a l  Court  of J u s t i c e :  

It i s  confirmed t:hat t h e  h e a r i n g  i n  t h e  c a s e  concerning D e l i m i t a t i o n  
of t h e  Marit ime Boundary i n  t h e  Gulf of Maine Area between Canada and t h e  
Uni ted S t a t e s  w i l l  open on Monday 2  A p r i l  1984 a t  3 p.m. 

Canada and t h e  Uriited S t a t e s  have submi t t ed  t o  a  chamber of t h e  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Court of J u s t i c e ,  s p e c i a l l y  c o n s t i t u t e d  f o r  t h e  purpose ,  a  
d i s p u t e  o v e r  d e l i m i t a t i o n  of t h e  mari t ime boundary between t h e  two 
c o u n t r i e s '  r e s p e c t i v e  f i s h i n g  zones and c o n t i n e n t a l  s h e l v e s  l y i n g  o f f  t h e  
A t l a n t i c  Coast  i n  t h e  Gulf of Maine a r e a .  The c a s e  was f i l e d  on 
25 November 1981 by means of a  S p e c i a l  Agreement. 

The Chamber was c ~ o n s t i t u t e d  by a n  Order  of t h e  Court on 
20 January  1982. It i.s composed a s  f o l l o w s :  Judge Ago, P r e s i d e n t ;  
Judges  Gros, Mosler artd Schwebel; Judge ad hoc Cohen. The c a s e  
r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  f i r s t  t ime  i n  t h e  C o u r t ' s  h i s t o r y  t h a t  t h e  P a r t i e s  have 
made use  of t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  enshr ined  i n  t h e  S t a t u t e  and Rules  of Court 
of r e f e r r i n g  t h e i r  d i s p u t e  t o  a  s p e c i a l  chamber, i n s t e a d  of t o  t h e  Court 
i n  p l e n a r y  s e s s i o n .  

The o r a l  p roceed ings  which a r e  t o  beg in  on 2  A p r i l  1984 have been 
preceded by a  w r i t t e n  phase d u r i n g  which Canada and t h e  United S t a t e s  
have submi t t ed  t h r e e  rounds of p lead ings .  The f i r s t  round, t h e  
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Memorials.. .  



Memorials ,  was f i l e d  on 27 September 1982; t h e  second, t h e  
Counter-Memorials, on 28 June 1983; and t h e  t h i r d ,  t h e  R e p l i e s ,  on 
1 2  December 1983. 

The h e a r i n g  i s  expec ted  t o  l a s t  s e v e r a l  weeks. 

NOTE FOR THE LRE'SS 

1. The p u b l i c  s i t t i n g s  w i l l  be h e l d  i n  t h e  Great  H a l l  of J u s t i c e  of 
t h e  Peace Pa lace .  Members of t h e  P r e s s  w i l l  be e n t i t l e d  t o  a t t e n d  them 

w 

a f t e r  p r e s e n t a t i o n  of a  p r e s s  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  ca rd  and p r o v i s i o n  of a  
photocopy t h e r e o f .  The t a b l e s  r e s e r v e d  f o r  t h e  P r e s s  a r e  s i t u a t e d  on t h e  
f a r  l e f t  of t h e  p u b l i c  e n t r a n c e  t o  t h e  courtroom. 

2. Photographs  may be t a k e n  b e f o r e  t h e  opening and d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  
few minu tes  of t h e  s i t t i n g .  Fi lming f o r  cinema o r  t e l e v i s i o n  purposes  i s  
however s u b j e c t  t o  s p e c i a l  a u t h o r i z z t i o n .  

3. I n  t h e  P r e s s  Room, l o c a t e d  on t h e  ground f l o o r  of t h e  
Peace P a l a c e  (Room 5 ) ,  t h e  o r a l  p roceed ings  w i l l  be r e l a y e d  through a  
loudspeaker  . 

4. Members of t h e  P r e s s  may use  on ly  t h e  p u b l i c  t e l e p h o n e s  i n  t h e  
Pos t  O f f i c e  i n  t h e  basement of t h e  P a l a c e .  

5. M r .  C. Poux, F i r s t  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Court ( t e l e p h o n e  e x t e n s i o n  
233),  o r ,  i n  h i s  absence ,  M r .  Noble ( e x t e n s i o n  248) w i l l  be a v a i l a b l e  t o  
d e a l  w i t h  any r e q u e s t s  f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  by members of t h e  P r e s s .  




