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The case concerning the Continental Shelf (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya/ Malta),
entered on the Court’s General List on 26 July 1982 under number 68, was the
subject of Judgments delivered on 21 March 1984 (Continental Shelf (Libyan
Arab Jamahirival Malta), Application to Intervene, Judgment, I.C.J. Reports
1984, p. 3) and 3 June 1985 (Continental Shelf (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya/ Malta),
Judgment, 1.C.J. Reports 1985, p. 13),

The pleadings and oral arguments in the case are being published in the fol-
lowing order:

Volume I. Special Agreement; Memorials of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya and
Malta,

Volume II. Counter-Memorials of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriva and Malta;
Application by Italy for Permission to Intervene, and consequent proceedings.

Volume III. Replies of Tunisia and the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya; commence-
ment of Oral Arguments,

Volume IV. Conclusion of Oral Arguments; Documents submitted to the Court
after closure of the written proceedings ; Correspondence.

Volume V. Maps, charts and illustrations,

Certain pleadings and documents of this edition are reproduced photographic-
ally from the original printed text.

In addition to the normal continuous pagination, the Volumes feature on the
inner margin of pages a bracketed indication of the original pagination of the
Memorials, the Counter-Memorials, the Replies and certain Annexes.

In internal references, bold Roman numerals (in the text or in the margin) are
used to refer to Volumes of this edition; if they are immediately followed by a
page reference, this relates to the new pagination of the Volume in question. On
the other hand, the page numbers which are preceded by a reference to ene of
the pleadings relate to the original pagination of that document and accordingly
refer to the bracketed pagination of the document in question.

The main maps and charts are reproduced in a separate Volume (V), with a
renumbering, indicated by ringed numerals, that is also added in the margin in
Volumes I-1V wherever corresponding references appear; the absence of such
marginal reference means that the map or illustration is not reproduced in the
present edition.

Neither the typographical presentation nor the spelling of proper names may
be used for the purpose of interpreting the texts reproduced.

L’affaire du Plateau continental (Jamahiriya arabe libyenne| Malte), inscrite au
rdle général de la Cour sous le numéro 68 Ie 26 juillet 1982, a fait 'objet d’arréts
rendus fe 21 mars 1984 ( Plateau continental (Jamahiriya arabe libyenne/ Malte),
requéte d fin d'intervention, arrét, C.I.J. Recueil 1984, p. 3) et le 3 juin 1985 (Pla-
teau continental (Jamahiriva arabe libyenne{ Malte), arrét, C.1.J. Recueil 1985,

p. 13).



VIII CONTINENTAL SHELF — PLATEAU CONTINENTAL

Les pitces de procédure écrite et les plaidoiries relatives & cette affaire sont
publiées dans I'ordre suivant :

Volume I. Compromis; mémoires de la Jamahiriya arabe libyenne et de Malte.

Volume 1I. Contre-mémoires de la Jamahiriya arabe libyenne et de Malte;
requéte de I'ltalie a fin d'intervention et procédure y relative.

Volume II1. Répliques de la Jamahiriya arabe libyenne et de Malte ; début de la
procédure orale.

Volume LV. Suite et fin de la procédure orale; documents présentés a la Cour
aprés la fin de la procédure écrite; correspondance.

Volume V. Cartes et illustrations.

Certaines pigces de la présente édition sont photographiées d’aprés leur texte
imprimé original.

Outre leur pagination continue habituelle, les volumes comportent, entre cro-
chets sur le bord intéricur des pages, I'indication de la pagination originale des
mémoires, des contre-mémoires, des répliques et de certaines de leurs annexes.

S'agissant des renvois, les chiffres romains gras (dans le texte ou dans la
marge) indiquent le volume de la présente édition; s'ils sont immédiatement
suivis par une référence de page, cette référence renvoie i la nouvelle pagination
du volume concerné. En revanche, les numéros de page qui sont précédés de
lindication d'une piéce de procédure visent la pagination originale de ladite
pigce et renvoient donc 4 la pagination entre crochets de la piéce mentionnée.

Les principales cartes sont reproduites dans un volume séparé (V) ot elles ont
recu un numérotage nouveau indiqué par un chiffre cerclé. Dans les volumes I &
1V, les renvois aux cartes et illustrations du volume V sont portés en marge
selon ce nouveau numérotage, et I'absence de tout renvoi 4 la présente édition
signifie qu’une carte ou illustration n’est pas reproduite.

Ni la présentation typographique ni l'orthographe des noms propres ne sau-
raient étre utilisées aux fins de P'interprétation des textes reproduits.
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SPECIAL AGREEMENT
COMPROMIS



THE SECRETARY OF THE PEOPLE’S COMMITTEE FOR THE

PEQOPLE’S FOREIGN LIAISON BUREAU OF THE SOCIALIST

PEOPLE'S LIBYAN ARAB JAMAHIRIYA AND THE MINISTER

FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE REFPUBLIC OF MALTA TO

THE REGISTRAR OF THESINTERNATIONAL COURT OF
JUSTICE

19 July 1982,

On behalf of the Socialist People's Libyan Arab Jamahiriya and the Republic
of Malta, and pursuant to Article 40, paragraph 1, of the Statute of the Interna-
tional Court of Justice and Article 39 of the Rules of Court, we have the
honour to notify you of and to transmit to you a certified copy of the Arabic
and English texts of a Special Agreement concluded

“between the Socialist People's Libyan Arab Jamahiriya and the Republic
of Malta for the submission to the International Court of Justice of
difference”.

The Special Agreement was signed at Valletta on 23 May 1976, correspond-
ing to 24 Jumada al-Ula 1396 A H., and came into force in accordance with
its Article IV on the date of the exchange of the instruments of ratification
thereof, which took place at Valletta on 20 March 1982.

It was registered jointly by the two Parties with the United Nations Secre-
tariat, in accordance with Article 102 of the Charter of the United Nations, on
19 April 1982,

We further have the honour to inform you, pursuant to Article 40 of the
Rules of Court, that

(i) Dr. Abdelrazeg El-Muriadi Suleiman, Professor of International Law at
the University of Garyounis, Benghazi, has been appointed Agent for the
Socialist People’s Libyan Arab Jamahiriya for the purposes of the present
case. Communications concerning the case could be addressed to the Agent
at the Permanent Mission of the Socialist People’s Libyan Arab Jamahiriya
to the United Nations, 47 Avenue Blanc, 1202 Geneva, Switzerland.

(ii) Dr. Edgar Mizzi, Chairman, Malta Law Commission ard Special Legal
Adviser to the Government of Malta, has been appointed Agent of the
Republic of Malta for the purposes of the present case and his address for
service at the seat of the Court shall be Dr. Edgar Mizzi, Agent of Malta
before the International Court of Justice, c/o Blackstone, Rueb and van
Boeschoten, Koninginnegracht 27, 2514 AB “s-Gravenhage.

We request you to be so kind as to submit the above-mentioned Special
Agreement to the Court.

For the Socialist People’s For the Government of
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya: the Republic of Malta:
(Signed) Abdel-Ati Ibrahim EL OBEIDI, (Signed) Alex Sceberras TRIGONA,
Secretary of the People’s Minister for
Committee for the People’s Foreign Affairs,

Foreign Liaison Bureau.
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Enclosures :

L

2.
3

Certified copy of the Arabic and English texts of the Special Agreement of
23 May 1976.

Two exchanged letters dated 23 May 1976 concerning the oral hearings.’
Certified copy of the Arabic and English texts of the Procés-Verbal of
exchange of instruments of ratification of the Special Agreemcnt of 23 May
1976, which took place on 20 March 1982.

Certified copy and certified English translation of the instrument of ratifi-
cation of the Special Agreement of 23 May 1976 by the Socialist People’s
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya.

Certified copy and certified Arabic translation of the instrument of ratifica-
tion of the Special Agreement of 23 May 1976 by the Republic of Malta.

The Hague, 26 July 1982.
We, the Agent of the Socialist People's Libyan Arab Jamahiriya and the

Agent of the Republic of Malta certify that the pages attached hereto and
initialted by us constitute true and complete copies of the original documents.

(Signed) Abdelrazeg EL-MURTADI SULEIMAN (Signed) Edgar M1z2z1.
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1. SPECIAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF
MALTA AND - THE GOVERNMENT OF THE LIBYAN ARABR.REPUBLIC FOR THE
SUBMISSION TO THE INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE OF DIFFERENCE

The Government of the Republic of Malta and the Government of the
Libyan Arab Republic agree to recourse to the International Court of Justice
as follows I ‘

Article 1

The Court is requested to decide the following question:

What principles and rules of international law are applicable 1o the delimita-
tion of the area of the continental shelf which appertains to the Republic of
Malta and the area of continental shelf which appertains to the Libyan Arab
Republic, and how in practice such principles and rules can be applied by the
two Parties in this particular case in order that they may without difficulty
delimit such areas by an agreement as provided in Article I11.

Article IT

1. The proceedings shall consist of written pleadings and oral hearings.
2. Without prejudice to any question of the burden of proof, the written
pleadings shall consist of the following documents :

{a) Memorials to be submitted simultaneously to the Court by each Party and
exchanged with one another within a period of nine months from the date
of the notification of this agreement to the Registrar of the Court.

(b) Replies to be similarly submitted to the Court by each Party and exchanged
with one another within four months after the date of the submissions of
the memorials to the Registrar,

{¢) Additional written pleadings may be presented and exchanged in the same
manner within periods which shall be fixed by the Court at the request of
one of the parties, or if the Court so decides after consultation with the
two Parties. )

3. The question of the order of speaking at the oral hearings shall be de-
cided by mutual agreement between the Partics but in all cases the order of
speaking adopted shall be without prejudice to any question of the burden of
proof,

Article HII

Following the final decision of the International Court of Justice the
Government of the Republic of Malta and the Government of the Libyan
Arab Republic shall enter into negotiations for determining the area of their
respective continental shelves and for concluding an agreement for that pur-
pose in accordance with the decision of the Court.

Article IV

This agreement shall enter into force on the date of exchange of instruments
of ratification by the two Governments, and shall be notified jointly to the Regis-
trar of the Court.



6 CONTINENTAL SHELF

Done in two originals at Valletta, Malta, this 23rd day of May 1976 corres-
ponding to 24 Joumada El Qula 1396 H in the English and Arabic languages
both texts being equally authentic.

For the Government For the Government
of the Republic of Malta of the Libyan Arab Republic
(Signed) Wistin ABELA, (Signed) Taha Sherif BEN AMER,
Minister of Development. Minister of State for

Revolutionary Command Council Affairs.
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2. EXCHANGE OF LETTERS DATED 23 MAY 1976
CONCERNING THE ORAL HEARINGS

THE MINISTER OF DEVELOPMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF MALTA TO
THE MINISTER OF STATE FOR REVOLUTIONARY COMMAND COUNCIL AFFAIRS
OF THE SOCIALIST PEOPLE'S LIBYAN ARAB JAMAHIRIYA

I have the honour to refer to paragraph 3 of Article Il of the Special
Agreement for the Submission to the International Court of Justice of a Dif-
ference, signed between our two Governments in Valletta on 23 May 1976,
corresponding to 24 Jumada El Oula 1396 H.

1 have the honour to suggest that at the oral hearings the representatlvcs of
the Republic of Malta will speak first.

If this suggestion is acceptable to Your Excellency’s Govemment this letter
and Your Excellency’s reply confirming acceptance of the suggestion, will
constitute an agreement between our two Governments on the matter and will
be read and construed as one with the Special Agreement referred to above.

(Signed) Wistin ABELA.

THE MINISTER OF STATE FOR REVOLUTIONARY COMMAND COUNCIL AFFAIRS
OF THE SOCIALIST PEOPLE'S LIBYAN ARAB JAMAHIRIYA TO
THE MEINISTER OF DEVELOPMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF MALTA

I have the honour to refer to your letter signed on 24 Jumada El Oula
1396 H corresponding to 23 May 1976 which translated in the Arabic lan-
guage reads as follows;

i “I have the honour to refer to paragraph 3 of Article 1I of the Special
Agreement for the Submission to the International Court of Justice of a
Difference, signed between our two Governments in Valletta on 23 May
1976, corresponding to 24 Jumada El Oula 1396 H.

I have the honour to suggest that at the oral hearings the representa-
tives of the Republic of Malta will speak first.

If this suggestion is acceptable to Your Excellency’s Government, this
letter and Your Excellency’s reply confirming acceptance of the sugges-
tion, will constitute an agreement between our two Governments on the
matter and will be read and construed as one with the Special Agreement
referred to above.”

1 have the honour to confirm that the Government of the Libyan Arab
Republic accepts the contents of the above-mentioned letter.

(Signed) Taha Sherif BEN AMER.
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12 CONTINENTAL SHELF

3. PROCES-VERBAL OF THE EXCHANGE OF INSTRUMENTS OF RATIFICATION OF

THE SPECIAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE SOCIALIST PEOPLE'S LIBYAN ARAB

JAMAHIRIYA AND THE REPUBLIC OF MALTA FOR THE SUBMISSION TG THE
~ INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE OF DIFFERENCE

In the city of Valletta, on 25 Jumadi al-Ula 139] P.D., corresponding to
20 March 1982, Mr. Abdulati Ibrahim El-Obeidi, Secretary of the People’s
Committee of the Popular Bureau for Foreign Liaison of the Socialist People’s
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya and Dr. Alex Sceberras Trigona, Minister of Foreign
Affairs of the Republic of Malta, exchanged the Instruments of Ratification of
the Special Agreement between the two countries concerning the submission 1o
the International Court of Justice of Difference.

In confirmation of the foregoing, they signed the present Procés-Verbal in
the Arabic and English languages both texts being equally authentic,

(Signed) Abdulati Ibrahim EL-OREID], (Signed)-Alex Sceberras TRIGONA,

Secretary of the People’s Committee Minister of Foreign Affairs
of the Popular Bureau for of the Republic of Malta.
Foreign Liaison.



SPECIAL AGREEMENT 13

TRLLF-R) L VOGLE | POU | RSV | RPVSN-3 A |
[UESEEEVPEA | RPYeS L |
L [P B Ly | I -1 | A=t AT

= ) b

‘dL-.L, aolidl als ¥i' b e adidl By Jols ,aes
PR FOPN | Y IR [ 3¢ SR | P> PR

O T —
aafifs ¥ apuaid) el copall ey pabndl
‘ . 1 LY | -

= L)

-._.._..4.—..1.!!0,.!;5.;..,.,..!! lylulnL:JI..\.s aadb o waii'\o\\' _,LT'
h.,Jl“‘Yl aanldl c,y,,-.ll o po Lty SR EXUL Iy § W2 U § IS o | I RNE |
e — bl a e TSR B | Ry ica | e Lu.-_ru._,.u._. L] S tta
d—-——]log_x_,ﬂc'._a.gn,syd-JIaJLpLg salad! a5 Yk G sl 3Ly Jols
¢ adyadl Jaadl s,

s ool Gl 3 yhae Ladls opalaaly

bﬁiw'ﬁﬁi. V pssall S aadl pa ,_,.bL..n_u
e LI eyl [UREUUYVN | RPRVEY PO | VRPN £ | I | Pl

P { S | RV | PV 1|




14 CONTINENTAL SHELF

4 AND 5. INSTRUMENTS OF RATIFICATION

I, Abdulati Ibrahim El-Obeidi, Secretary of the People’s Committee of the
Popular Burcau for Foreign Liaison of the Socialist People’s Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya, having regard to the ratification by the Basic Popular Congress in
their Ordinary Session for the year 1980 of the Special Agreement between the
Socialist People’s Libyan Arab Jamahiriya and the Republic of Malta for the
submission to the International Court of Justice of Difference signed in Val-
letta on 24 Jumadi Al-Ula 1396 H. corresponding to 23 May 1976.

I declare the Socialist People’s Libyan Arab Jamahiriya’s ratification of the
above-mentioned Agreement.

In witness thereof, [ have signed this instrument and affixed thereto the Seal
of the People’s Bureau for Foreign Liaison.

Done at Tripoli, 24 Jumadi Al-Ula 1391 P.D. corresponding to 19 March
1982.

(Signed) Abdulati Ibrahim EL-OBEIDI,

Secretary of the People’s Committee
of the Popular Bureau for Foreign Liaison.

I, Dom Mintoff, Prime Minister and Minister of Commonwealth and
Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Malta, declares that the Special Agreement
between the Government of the Republic of Malta and the Government of the
Libyan Arab Republic for the Submission to the International Court of Jus-
tice of Difference, signed at Valletta on the 23rd May, 1976, is ratified by the
Government of the Republic of Malta as required by Article IV of the said
Agreement.

Signed and sealed with the Seal of the Ministry of Commonwealth and
Foreign Affairs in Valletta, Malta, this 28th day of May, one thousand nine
hundred and seventy-six.

(Signed) Dom MINTOFF.



SPECIAL AGREEMENT

o Jsieg Dl e L B i S G o b
i  ERIIPE T A P L S P PV
SN { V) | USSR VPN | EPUUN 1} RPUUSIR | US| | L P T [
ey il Joal eyl Bl LY
UYL A YR iy ML TR L FIPA R L A WPPIRS & i § "W H
PRSI 3V | QU 723 | ISR, I | Y I | N JA ) I S

PRI U091 | PR N R P L e T Ly
IV L YA Rl E,

S



16 CONTINENTAL SHELF

- ! i Uil .

G

JlsdU eardboost! sl L;_?,ulo,.r_swlr,al_,,_lubul;__‘ |
e LR V| I | U | RO U RV | RPUSIPL IR D P T
b P VA sl s ol b oliasl 20 6 e LT cna e ot Gaaw
ot oy eds ol Juadiate OO DL L el asls I

o L— Bl & ey aaflac Y1 ana il anplil eyl
Y1l TY @ldla 178 Y150l Ve pbe £UU 6 asis!
LR IV {F D [ RPN | [P TP VUSUN | RPVREY R | I PR 4

LY. S—— LYTi e 1|
JL@)U U"“"J“‘"‘LJ||':""" 0.}-5\)3-1—-——-&-"&-9:;_—-.-:—:\_._-.55[‘_". J LLplj
o el

Jj_)llihj o " UJ:\'IJ Jl:__pT‘. -C-_AJL-I .
f\‘\ATU—)L ) ;5-"5‘-” ‘_J-Lfl,“—"‘-!c‘lr-"-

ey e
> ._“...f LS | q_'._?._l”,_-w‘

a— i gt



