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Hearing t o  open on Monday 16 June 1986 

The following information i s  made ava i l ab le  t o  the  Press by the 
Registry of the In te rna t iona l  Court of Jus t i ce :  

Public sittings t o  hear the  o r a l  arguments of the  P a r t i e s  i n  the  
Front ier  Dispute case between Burkina Faso and Mali w i l l  open a t  10 a.m. 
on Monday 16 June :L986 i n  the Great Hall of J u s t i c e  of the Peace Palace 
a t  The Hague. 

Burkina Faso and Mali have j o i n t l y  submitted t o  a spec ia l ly  
cons t i tu ted  Chamber of the  In te rna t iona l  Court of J u s t i c e  a d ispute  
between them conceming the  de l imi ta t ion  of par t  of t h e i r  common land 
boundary. The proceedings were i n s t i t u t e d  on 14 October 1983 by means of 
a Specia l  Agreement. 

The Chamber was formed by an  Order of the  Court made on 
3 April 1985. Its Members a r e  Judge Mohamed Bedjaoui, President of the  
Chamber; Judges Manfred Lachs and José Maria Ruda; and 
Judges ad hoc Franqois Luchaire and Georges Abi-Saab. 

Following ser ious  inc idents  between the  armed fo rces  of Burkina Faso 
and Mali i n  the  border region during the  l a s t  days of 1985, the  Chamber 
dealing with the  case indicated  in ter im measures of protec t ion i n  an 
Order unanimously adopted on 10 January 1986. i n  conformity wi th  t h i s  
Order, the Chamber was subsequently informed of an agreement between the 
Heads of S ta te  of :Burkina Faso and Mali t o  withdraw t h e i r  respective 
fo rces  on e i t h e r  s ide  of the a rea  i n  dispute.  

The.. . 



The o r a l  proceedings which w i l l  open on 16 June 1986 have been 
preceded by t h e  submission of two rounds of w r i t t e n  pleadings.  I n  t h e  
f i r s t  round Burkina Faso and Mali f i l e d  Memorials on 3 October 1985; 
t h e i r  Counter-Memorials, c o n s t i t u t i n g  t h e  second round, were f i l e d  on 
2 A p r i l  1986. 

The o r a l  proceedings a r e  expected t o  l a s t  approximately two weeks. 

NOTE FOR THE PRESS 

1. The publ ic  s i t t i n g  w i l l  be held i n  t h e  Great Hal l  of J u s t i c e  of 
t h e  Peace Palace. Members of t he  Press  w i l l  be e n t i t l e d  t o  a t t e n d  i t  
a f t e r  p re sen ta t ion  of a p r e s s  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  card  o r  a n  admission card ,  
which may be obta ined  upon a p p l i c a t i o n .  The t a b l e s  reserved f o r  them a r e  
s i t u a t e d  on t h e  f a r  l e f t  of t h e  publ ic  en t rance  t o  t he  courtroom. 

L .  Photographs may be taken before t h e  opening and during t h e  f i r s t  
few minutes of t he  s i t t i n g ;  a l s o  a few minutes towards the  end. Filming 
f o r  cinema o r  t e l e v i s i o n  purposes i s  however sub jec t  t o  s p e c i a l  
au tho r i za t ion .  

3 .  I n  t h e  Press  Room, loca ted  on t h e  ground f l o o r  of the  
Peace Palace (Room 51, t he  Cour t ' s  proceedings w i l l  be relayed through a 
loudspeaker.  

4. Members of the  P re s s  may use only the  publ ic  te lephones i n  the  
Post Off ice  i n  t he  basement of t h e  Palace. 

5 .  M r .  C. Poux, F i r s t  Sec re t a ry  of t he  Court ( te lephone 
ex tens ion  233),  o r ,  i n  his absence, M r .  Noble (ex tens ion  248) w i l l  be 
a v a i l a b l e  t o  d e a l  wi th  any r eques t s  f o r  in format ion  by members of t he  
Press .  




