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Keactions t o  t h e  Judgment of 22 December 1986 i n  t h e  case  concerning 
t h e  F ron t i e r  Dispute (Burkina ~ a s o / ~ e p u b l i c  of Mali)  - 

The fo l lowing  information i s  communicated t o  t h e  Press  by t h e  
Kegis t ry  of t h e  1nte:cnat ional  Court of J u s t i c e :  

Following t h e  Judgment de l ive red  on 22 December 1986 by t h e  Chamber 
which was c o n s t i t u t e d  by t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Court of J u s t i c e  i n  t h e  case 
concerning t h e  F r o n t i e r  Dispute (Burkina Faso/Republic of Mali) ,  t h e  
Pres ident  of Burkina Faso, Captain Thomas Sankara,  and t h e  Pres ident  of 
t h e  Republic of Mali, General Moussa Traoré,  s e n t  t o  t h e  Pres ident  of t h e  
Chamber, Judge Mohammed Bedjaoui, messages which r e i t e r a t e  t h e i r  
acceptance of t h e  dec i s ion  and which undertake t o  f a c i l i t a t e  i ts  
implementation on t h e  ground. 

The t e x t s  of t he  messages concerned , dated r e spec t ive ly  
24 December 1986 and 10 January 1987, a r e  annexed he re to .  



Annex 1 t o  k ~ -  :;<, ( c ) ~ l  ~ l i ~ i i @ 8 7 / 1  -- 

Plessage sen!; on 24 Deceuiber 1986 by Cap ta in  Tlioliias S,ir~lL r ,, - - -- 
P r e s i d e n t  of Burkina Faso,  t o  Judge Mohammed Bed jaou l ,  -- 
P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Chauber c o n s t i t u t e d  t o  d e a l  witl-i t h  ---- 

c a s e  concern ing  t h e  P r o n t i e r  Dispu te  between - ----- 
Burkina  Faso and Mal i  

[ T r a n s l a t i o n ]  

M r  . P r e s i d e n t  , 

When t h e  Governments of Burkina Faso and t h e  Republ ic  oE l. i , l l i ,  i n  
r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e i r  p e o p l e s '  e a r n e s t  d e s i r e  f o r  peace and f r i e n d s h i p ,  submi t t ed  
t o  your  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  i n s t i t u t i o n  t h e  f r o n t i e r  d i s p u t e  i n  whiclz tlreir kwo 
c o u n t r i e s  had become engaged,  t h e y  were p inn ing  more than  hope on t h e  
d e l i b e r a t i o n s  of  t h e  1 . n t e r n a t i o n a l  Court of J u s t i c e .  

Altliough, of c o u r s e ,  e x p e c t i n g  t h a t  t h i s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  t o  
which b o t h  S t a t e s  had accorded t h e i r  r e c o g n i t i o n  and a c c e p t a n c e ,  would l a y  
down t h e  l a w  i n  such  a  way a s  t o  d e c i d e  between two opposing c o n v i c t i o n s  t h a t  
were a p p a r e n t l y  i r r e c o n c i l a b l e ,  i n  t h a t  e a c h  defended t h e  s o v e r e i g n t y  of a  
S t a t e ,  t h e y  were a l s o  f e r v e n t l y  hoping t h a t  t h e  Court would c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  
r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  of two peop les  l i n k e d  by f r a t e r n a l  bonds,  w l ~ i c h  h i s t o ~ y  and 
geography have brought  t o g e t h e r  but which i n t e r n a t i o n a l  i mperi a l i s n i ,  by i t s  
s o r d i d  manoeuvres, had been a b l e  momentari ly t o  pu t  a sunder .  

For ty  months have gone by s i n c e  t h a t  t i m e ,  and h i s t o r y  ilas amply borne 
o u t  t h e  c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  t h e  two Governments were q u i t e  r i g h t  t o  conclude t h e  
h i s t o r i c  compromis of September 1983,  a s  it o f f e r e d  new p r o s p e c t s  of genuine 
peace t o  t h e  peop les  of blal i  and Burkina Faso.  The war of Christuias 1985 
t a u g h t  wisdom t o  t h e  P a r t i e s  and sharpened t h e i r  hunger f o r  I r i e n d s h i . ~ ,  
f r a t e r n i t y  and peace .  

M r  . P r e s i d e n t ,  

The Chamber o v e r  ishich you have p r e s i d e d  h a s  n o t  betsaycid Lhe t r u s t  a ~ l d  
hope which t h e  people  of Burkina Paso p laced  i n  i t ,  and i t s  ,Judgriicnt nut  on ly  
r e f l e c t s  t h e  e a r n e s t n e , s s  w i t h  which you took  t o  h e a r t  the  magr i i t i id~ of t h e  
t a s k  e n t r u s t e d  t o  you,  b u t  a l s o  b e a r s  w i t n e s s  t o  your unr~aver ing  dc~L~rrr i i i ia t ion 
t o  a s s i s t  two f r a t e r n a . 1  peop les  tlo t u r n  o v e r  a  sad  page i n  ttirir 1iisl.ory and 
engage themse lves  r e s o l u t e l y  i n  t h e  n o b l e  conbat  worthy t o  be waged - the 
s t r u g g l e  f o r  t h e  econornic independence and w e l f a r e  of  peop les .  Al t l i i s  
h i s t o r i c  moment, t h e  e n t i r e  people  of Burkina Faso,  i t s  Ilat- iQnal  Couricil of 
t h e  Kevo lu t ion  and i t s  Kevolu t ionnry  Government j o i n  w i t h  nie i ~ i  o l f< i r i r ig  t t i e i r  
s i n c e r e  t h a n k s  t o  a l 1  i;he judges of t h e  I n t e r n a t i o r i a l  Coiirt u t  . I i : : : t i c  P f o r  
t h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  i r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  between t h e  peop les  oi i i u r ~ j l i r  i41so and 
t h e  Kepubl ic  of k a l i .  

1 f u r t h e r  a v a i l  myself  of th - i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  pay t r i b u l e >  C o  ySiu 
p e r s o n a l l y ,  P l r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I o r  t h e  u n s t i n t i n g  e f f o r t s  you Lave piAt. f O: ti: i n  
o r d e r  t o  b r i n g  t h e  p roceed ings  t o  t h i s  c o n c l u s i o n ;  t h e  qua1 i t y  uL L l i c  
achievement redounds t o  your c r e d i t .  



M r .  P res ident  , 

1 can a s s u r e  you t h a t ,  f a i t h f u l  t o  t he  comnitments entered i n t o  a t  t h e  
time of t h e  h i s t o r i c  compromis of September 1983, my country,  Burkina Faso, 
accepts  the  Judgment de l ive red  by t h e  Court and undertakes t o  f a c i l i t a t e  a l 1  
t h e  procedures requi red  f o r  i t s  implementation. 1 would ask  you t o  be so  good 
a s  t o  r ea s su re  t he  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  community regarding Our acceptance of t h a t  
dec i s ion .  

Please accep t ,  M r .  P res ident ,  t he  assurance of my h ighes t ,  f r a t e r n a l  
cons idera t ion .  

The Fatherland o r  Death - we s h a l l  overcome. 

(Signed): Captain Thomas Sankara 
Pres ident  of t he  National  Council of t he  Revolution 

Pres ident  of t h e  Faso 
Head of t h e  Government 



Annex 2 t o  Press  Communiqué 8711 

Message sen t  on 1 0  January 1987 t o  t h e  Pres ident  of t h e  Chamber 
b y h e  Pres ident  of t h e  Kepublic of Mali 

[ T r a n s l a t i o n ]  

Dear P re s iden t ,  

On 1 6  September 1983 t h e  Governments of Burkina Faso and Mali f r e e l y  
chose,  by a Spec i a l  Agreement s igned f o r  t h e  purpose, t o  submit t o  a 
Chamber of t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Court of J u s t i c e  t h e  f r o n t i e r  d i s p u t e  
between Our two coun t r i e s .  I n  s o  doing t h e  Malian people and i t s  
l e a d e r s ,  who were alre<ady aware of t h e  r e l e v a n t  p rovis ions  of Article 94, 
paragraph 1, of t h e  Charter  of t h e  United Nat ions,  s t a t e d  express ly  t h a t  
they accepted t h e  Chamber's Judgment a s  f i n a l  and binding. That 
Judgment, de l i ve red  on 22 Uecember 1986 by t h e  Chamber of which you were 
P re s iden t ,  has been gr~ee ted  i n  Mali a s  a proclamation of t h e  l a w  and of 
t h e  well-known adherencre of t h e  Malian people t o  t h e  p a c i f i c  s e t t l emen t  
of a l1  d i s p u t e s .  Hence t h e  Governrnent of Mali ,  i n  t ak ing  forma1 no te  of 
t h i s  v e r d i c t  of t h e  Chamber, bows t o  t h e  d e c i s i o n  of t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Court of J u s t i c e  and a s s u r e s  you t h a t ,  f a i t h f u l  t o  t h e  i d e a l s  of t h e  
Malian people,  i t  w i l l  observe t h i s  undertaking a l s o .  The Government of 
M a l i  w i l l  s p a r e  no e f f o r t  t o  ensure  t h a t ,  through t h e  f o r c e  of law, t h e  
f r a t e r n a l  peoples  of Burkina Faso and Mali, who have i n  comnion a n  
abundant h i s t o r i c a l  i n h e r i t a n c e ,  may make of Our f r o n t i e r  a r e a s  zones of 
development and peace. This  course of a c t i o n ,  which r e f l e c t s  t h e  
s t and ing  po l i cy  of t h e  Malian people t o  forgo  a l 1  o r  p a r t  of i t s  
sovere ign ty  i f  Afr ican u n i t y  s o  r e q u i r e s ,  w i l l  p lace  on record t h i s  
Judgment of 22 Decembeir 1986 a s  a h i s t o r i c a l  examyle f o r  Afr ica  and f o r  
t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  community. This w i l l  be t h e  most f i t t i n g  recompense 
f o r  t h e  t i t a n i c  and praiseworthy e f f o r t s  which your co l leagues  of t h e  
Chamber, a l 1  those  who have worked a longs ide  you, and you y o u r s e l f ,  
M r .  P r e s iden t ,  have made over  a per iod of more than 40 months. It w i l l  
c e r t a i n l y  a l s o  be t he  bes t  way of thanking t h e  Heads of S t a t e  of f r i e n d l y  
c o u n t r i e s  and t h e  ch ie f  officiais of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o rgan iza t ions  - a l 1  
t he se  men of peace who have been u n s t i n t i n g  i n  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t o  ensure  
t h a t  t h i s  d i s p u t e  i s  s e t t l e d  by l a w .  

I a s s u r e  you of t h e  complete w i l l i ngnes s  of t h e  Government of Mali 
t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  t a s k  of t h e  e x p e r t s ,  and r e i t e r a t e  my thanks f o r  your 
persona1 endeavours and Our congra tu l a t i ons  on t h e  s e r v i c e  rendered t o  
Africa by one of i t s  di .s t inguished sons.  

General Moussa Traoré 




