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M i l i t a r y  and P a r a m i l i t a r y  Act i v i t i e s  i n  and a g a i n s t  
Nicaragua (Nicaragua v .  United S t a t e s  of America) 

Proceedings on t h e  m e r i t s  

The fo l lowing  imformation is  communicated t o  t h e  p r e s s  by t h e  Reg i s t ry  
of t h e  I n t e r n a t  iona l  Court of J u s t i c e  : 

I n  i t s  Judgment of 26 November 1984 t h e  Court,  a f t e r  hear ing  t h e  
arguments of t h e  P a r t i e s ,  found t h a t  i t  has  j u r i s d i c t i o n  t o  e n t e r t a i n  t h e  
c a s e  and t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  f i l e d  by t h e  Republic of Nicaragua on 
9  Apr i l  1984 i s  admiss ib le .  

Following t h i s  d e c i s i o n ,  t h e  P re s iden t  rece ived  both Agents on 
27 November 1984. By a  l e t t e r  da ted  18 January 1985 t h e  Agent of t h e  
United S t a t e s  made i t  known t h a t  i n  t h e  view of t h e  United S t a t e s  " the Court 
i s  without  ju r i sd ic t : ion  t o  e n t e r t a i n  t h e  d i s p u t e  and t h a t  t he  Nicaraguan 
Appl ica t ion  of 7 Apr i l  1984 i s  inadmissible"  and t h a t  accord ingly  " the  
United S t a t e s  intencls no t  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  any f u r t h e r  proceedings i n  
connect ion wi th  t h i s  case". On 22 January 1985 t h e  P re s iden t  rece ived  
t h e  Agent of  Nicaragua, who i n £  ormed him t h a t  h i s  Government main ta in  ed 
i t s  a p p l i c a t i o n  and a v a i l e d  i t s e l f  of t h e  r i g h t s  provided f o r  i n  A r t i c l e  53 
of t h e  S t a t u t e  whenever one of t he  p a r t i e s  does n o t  appear be fo re  t h e  
Court o r  f a i l s  t o  defend i t s  case.  

I n  t he se  circurnstances,  t h e  P re s iden t  has ,  on 22 January 1985, made 
an o rde r  f i x i n g  t ime- l imi t s  f o r  t h e  w r i t t e n  proceedings on t h e  m e r i t s .  
The t ime- l imi t s  f i x e d  a r e  a s  fo l lows:  

- 30 Apr i l  1985 f o r  t h e  Memorial f o r  t h e  Republic of  Nicaragua; 

- 31 May 1985 f o r  tlne Counter-Memorial of t h e  United S t a t e s  of America. 

The subsequent procedure i s  reserved  f o r  f u r t h e r  d e c i s i o n .  




