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A r b i t r a l  Award of 31 J u l y  1989 
(Guinea-Bissau v. Senegal)  

Request f o r  i n d i c a t i o n  of p rov i s iona l  measures 

The fol lowing informat ion  i s  communicated t o  t h e  Press  by t h e  
Reg i s t ry  of t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Court of J u s t i c e :  

I n  t h e  above case  a r eques t  f o r  t h e  i n d i c a t i o n  of p rov i s iona l  
measures has  been rece ived  from t h e  Government of t h e  Republic of 
Guinea-Bissau. 

Oral proceedings,  as provided f o r  i n  A r t i c l e  74, paragraph 3 of t h e  
Rules  of Court, w i l l  open on Monday 1 2  February 1990 a t  1 0  a . m .  i n  t h e  
Great  H a l l  of J u s t i c e  of t h e  Peace Palace, The Hague. 

The case  w a s  i n s t . i t u t e d  by an  Appl ica t ion  which t h e  Republic of 
Guinea-Bissau f i l e d  a g a i n s t  t he  Republic of Senegal on 23 August 1989, i n  
r e s p e c t  of a d i spu te  c.oncerning t h e  ex i s t ence  and v a l i d i t y  of t h e  
a r b i t r a l  award de l ive red  on 31 Ju ly  1989 by t h e  A r b i t r a t i o n  Tr ibunal  f o r  
t h e  Determination of t h e  Maritime Boundary between t h e  two S t a t e s ;  t h e  
Government of t he  Repu.blic of Guinea-Bissau reserved  the  r i g h t  t o  reques t  
p rov i s iona l  measures. 

I n  i t s  reques t  f o r  t h e  i n d i c a t i o n  of p rov i s iona l  measures t h e  
Government of t h e  Republic of Guinea-Bissau i n t e r  a l i a  r e f e r s  t o  two 
occasions dur ing  t h e  l a t t e r  months of 1989 on which " the  Senegalese Navy, 
i n  t h e  course  of u n j u s t i f i e d  superv is ion  of t he  d isputed  a r e a ,  took i t  
upon i t s e l f  t o  board f o r e i g n  f i s h i n g  v e s s e l s ,  e s c o r t i n g  them i n t o  t h e  
p o r t  of Dakar f o r  t r i a l  ...", and r e c a l l s  t h a t ,  as t h e  outcome of t h e  
above-mentioned a r b i t r a t i o n  "was r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Court by t h e  Republic of 
Guinea-Bissau by a n  Appl ica t ion  a l l e g i n g  i t s  i n e x i s t e n c e  and l a c k  of 
v a l i d i t y ,  t h e  area remains,  pending t h e  d e c i s i o n  of t h e  Court and pending 
i t s  d e l i m i t a t i o n  between t h e  two S t a t e s ,  a d isputed  a r e a  i n  which n e i t h e r  
Pa r ty  may e f f e c t  any a c t  of sovereignty".  



It accordingly r eques t s ,  pursuant t o  A r t i c l e  41 of t h e  S t a t u t e  of 
t h e  Court and A r t i c l e  74 of t h e  Rules of Court, t he  i n d i c a t i o n  of t he  
fol lowing p rov i s iona l  measures: 

"In o rde r  t o  safeguard the  r i g h t s  of each of t h e  
P a r t i e s ,  they  s h a l l  a b s t a i n  i n  t h e  d isputed  a r e a  from any 
a c t  o r  a c t i o n  of any kind whatever, dur ing  the  whole 
d u r a t i o n  of t h e  proceedings u n t i l  t h e  d e c i s i o n  i s  given by 
t h e  Court." 

NOTE FOR THE PRESS 

1. The pub l i c  s i t t i n g ( s )  w i l l  be he ld  i n  t h e  Great Hall of J u s t i c e  
of t h e  Peace Palace. Members of t h e  Press  w i l l  be e n t i t l e d  t o  a t t e n d  on 
p r e s e n t a t i o n  of a n  admission ca rd ,  which may be obta ined  upon 
app l i ca t ion .  The t a b l e s  reserved  f o r  them a r e  s i t u a t e d  on t h e  f a r  l e f t  
of t h e  pub l i c  en t rance  of t h e  courtroom. 

2. Photographs may be taken  before  t h e  opening, during t h e  f i r s t  
f i v e  minutes of t h e  s i t t i n g s ;  and a l s o  f o r  a few minutes towards t h e  
end. Filming f o r  cinema o r  t e l e v i s i o n  purposes i s  however s u b j e c t  t o  
s p e c i a l  au tho r i za t ion .  

3. I n  t h e  Press  Room, loca t ed  on t h e  ground f l o o r  of t h e  
Peace Palace (Room 51, t h e  o r a l  proceedings w i l l  be re layed  through a 
loudspeaker  . 

4. Members of t he  Press  may use only t h e  pub l i c  te lephones i n  t h e  
Post  Of f i ce  i n  t h e  basement of t h e  Palace. 

5. Mr. Witteveen, Sec re t a ry  of t he  Court ( te lephone ex tens ion  233) 
o r ,  i n  h i s  absence, Mrs. El-Erian ( te lephone ex tens ion  234), w i l l  be 
a v a i l a b l e  t o  d e a l  wi th  any r eques t s  f o r  information by members of t h e  
Press .  




