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Passage through t h e  Great Bel t  
(Finiand v. Denmark) 

The following iiiformation i s  communicated t o  the Press by the  
Regis t ry  of t h e  I n t e ~ m t i o n a l  Court of J u s t i c e :  

Hearims on the  request f o r  provis ional  measures, f i l e d  by Finland 
on 23 May 1991, i n  t he  case  conc&ing Passage through the ~ r e a t  Belt 
(Finland v. Denmark) :, w i l l  open on Monday 1 July  1991 a t  1 0  a.m., i n  the 
Great H a l l  of J u s t i c e  of the Peace Palace,  The Hague. 

A s  reported i n  I?ress Communiqué 91/14 of 1 7  May 1991, the Republic 
of Finland, on 1 7  May 1991, f i l e d  i n  t h e  Registry of the Court an  
Application i n s t i t u t i n g  proceedings aga ins t  the Kingdom of Denmark i n  
respect  of a d i spute  concerning the  question of passage through t h e  
Great Bel t  (Store  Baelt  - one of t h e  th ree  s t r a i t s  l ink ing  the Ba l t i c  t o  
t h e  Kattegat and theiice t o  t h e  North Sea). 

I n  its request :€or provis ional  measures, f i l e d  on 23 May 1991 
(see  Press Communiquii! No. 91/15 of 24 May 19911, Finland requested t he  
Court t o  i nd i ca t e  t h 3  following measures: 

" (1)  Denmark should, pending t h e  decis ion by t h e  Court on 
t h e  mer i t s  of t lhe  present  case,  r e f r a i n  £rom continuing o r  
otherwise proceieding with such construct ion works i n  connection 
with t he  planneti bridge pro jec t  over the East Channel of the 
Great Bel t  a s  w13uld impede t h e  passage of sh ips ,  including 
d r i l l  sh ips  and o i l  r i g s ,  t o  and £rom Finnish po r t s  and 
shipyards ; " 

and 
" (2)  Denmark should r e f r a i n  £rom any o ther  ac t i on  t h a t  

might p re  judice t he  outcome of t h e  present  proceedings ." 



NOTE FOR THE PRESS 

1. The publ ic  s i t t i n g  w i l l  be held i n  t h e  Great Hall of Jua t i ce  of 
t h e  Peace Palace. Members of the Press w i l l  be a n t i t l e d  t o  a t tend on 
presentat ion of an  admission card, which may be obtained upon 
appl icat ion.  The t a b l e s  reserved f o r  them a r e  s i t ua t ed  on the  f a r  l e f t  
of t h e  publ ic  entrance of t h e  courtroom. 

2. Photographs may be taken bef ore  t he  opening, during the f irst 
f i v e  minutes of the  s i t t i n g s ;  and a l s o  f o r  a few minutes towards the  
end. Filming f o r  cinema o r  t e l ev i s ion  purposes i s  however sub jec t  t o  
spec i a l  authorizat ion.  

3. I n  t he  Press Room, located on the  ground f l o o r  of the 
Peace Palace (Room 51, t he  o r a l  proceedings w i l l  be relayed through a 
loudspeaker . 

4. Members of the Press  may use only the  publ ic  telephones i n  the 
Post Office i n  the  basement of the  Palace. 

5. M r .  Witteveen, Secretary of the Court ( telephone extension 233) 
o r ,  i n  h i s  absence, Mrs. El-Erian (telephone extension 2341, will be 
ava i l ab l e  t o  d e a l  with any requests  f o r  information by members of the 
Press. 




