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31 John Waters

JOHN WATERS (TRIBUNAL
OF INQUIRY)

The Prime Minister (Mr. Harold
Macmillan) : With permission, Mr.
Speaker, I will make a statement about
the case of John Waters.

I have given careful comsideration to
the terms of the Motion standing in the
name of the hon. Member for Caithness
and Sutheriand (Sir D. Robertson) and
other hon. Members.

[That this House calls upon Her
Majesty’s Government to set up a Select
Committee of this House to inguire into
the case of John Waters and to advise
this House whether the said John Waters
was assaulted by certain police officers as
alleged, and in what circumstances it was
decided that no prosecution should be
instituted.]

It is an established pnnmple of
Government in this country, and a tradi-
tion long supported by all political
parties, that the decision as to whether
any citizen should be prosecuted, or
whether any prosecution should be -dis-
continued, should be a matter where a
public as opposed to 2 private prosecu-
tion is concerned, for the prosecuting
authorities to decide on the merits of the
case withont political or other pressure.

It would be a most dangerous deviation
from this sound principle if a prosecution
were to be instituted or abandoned as a
result of political pressure ‘or popular
clamour. In this case, my right hon. and
learned Friend the Lord Advocate
decided, after comsidering the evidence
before him, that criminal proceedings
would not be justified.

In reaching his decisions the Lord
Advocate’s duty in Scotland, like the
Attorney-General’s in England, is to act
in a quasi-judicial capacity, whether the
person involved is a public functionary
or a private citizen. In the words of
Lord Simon he should

*“ absolutely decline to receive orders from the

Prime Minister or Cabinet or anybody else that
he should prosecute ™.

This is an important aspect of the

matter. Nevertheless, although this prin-

ciple must stand, there is a second which
cannot be ignored. Considerable dis-
quiet has been expressed both inside and
outside the House over this affair and
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public confidence has been correspond-
ingly disturbed. The Government have
therefore, felt it right that there should be
some form of inquiry.

The most convenient method is clearly
to act under the Tribupals of Inquiry
(Evidence) Act, 1921. The purpose would
be to inquire into the allegation that
John Waters was assaulted at Thurso on
7th December, 1957, and into the action
taken by the Caithness police. This
would give the fullest opportunity for all
the available evidence as to what hap-
pened on 7th December, 1957, to be
brought out and examined by the Tri-
bunal and for full inquiry as to whether
the events were properly investigated by
the police.

We propose that the necessary Motion
should be taken as the first item of
business tomorrow.

Mr. Gaitskell: I am sure that the
whole House will welcome the decision
announced by the Prime Minister and the
fact that the Government, taking into
account the feeling in the House and in
the country, have decided to institute this
inquiry after all. A specia] word of
credit is, I feel, due to the hon. Member
for Caithness and Sutherland (Sir D.
Robertson), who has pressed this matter
very strongly, with support from all parts
of the House, and I feel myself this is
much the best outcome.

Sir D. Robertson: May I associate-
myself with the words used by the Leader-
of the Opposition, and ask the Prime:-
Minister to accept my grateful thanks:
and those of my constituents and, I be-
lieve, of all the people and of our free-
Press for the prompt and efficient action-
that he has taken on this case?

Sir L. Ungoed-Thomas : While accept--
ing, of course, the very fine statement of”
constitutional principle which the Prime.
Minister has just given us, may I ask the-
Prime Minister whether he does not
realise that it really overlooks what has.
caused all the difficulty in this case,
namely, the refusal of the Lord Advocate-
and of the Joint Under-Secretary of State -
for Scotland to give the grounds upon
which the prosecution was turned down?
This House is, of course, entitled to know -
the grounds upon which that was done—
[Hox. MeMBERS: “ No.”}—without, of”
course, inquiring into any detail about it. .
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The Prime Minister: All these are
matters, like so much of our constitution,
of balance and good semse. [ think
that it would be the general view of
the House that it wouid be a
very bad thing if the House or the
Cabinet of the day tried to infiuence
the sam1-3ud1c1ai functions of the Law
Officers in the institution or the dropping
of prosecutions. I do not want a Camp-
bell case in reverse. At the same time,
these are matters of balance. I think
that the decision we have taken will
commend itself as a reasonable settlement.

Mr. Ede: Could the Prime Minister
tell me this? Recently, there have been
two such  tribunals, the Lynskey and
Parker Tribunals. In each case the wit-
nesses were examined in chief by the
Attorney-General, who assembled the
evidence. Would it not be rather peculiar
if, in this case, that function fell to the
Lord Advocate who has already ex-
pressed an opinion very strongly on the
issues which will be submitted to the
Tribunal?

The Prime Minister : No. 1 must make
it clear that the Lord Advocate has merely
given his view that up to now there has
been no evidence which would justify a
prosecution, but 1 take note of the right
hon. Gentleman’s point. I think that we
shall find it fairly easy to make arrange-
ments for the Tribural which will over.
come his difficulty.

Mr. Ede: 1 thank the right hon.
Gentleman.

Mr. Donghty : Does the Prime Minister
agree that it would be most undesirable if
Law Officers, so far as their judicial func-
tions are concerned, came to the House
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and gave explanations upon legal matters
of that kihd, upon which they could be
quesnoned and debate take place, matters
on which they are asked to advise solely
in their ]udlcml capacity?

The Pmne Minister : Yes, and what 1
have suggested while completely preserv-
ing the principle which, I think, we all
feel 1mportant, meets, I think, the general
feeling of the House as to the best way
to handle \thJs matter.

Mr. S. Sllverman : On a point of order.
I would call your attention, Mr. Speaker,
to the 1ast supplementary guestion and
answer, and ask you whether, as a matter

“of order, that question and answer were

not both misconceived. Has it not been
the mvanable practice for very many
years to permlt Questions to be put down
to the Attorney-General, and for the
Attorney-General to answer them, about
his reasons for the exercise of his
functions? Quite clearly, he is not to be
subject to[ any pressure, but information
to the House has always been thought well
within our Standing Orders and practice.

Mir. Speaker The original Question by
the hom. Member for Caithness and
Sutherland (Sir D. Robertson) was, of
course, in order. Otherwise, it would
not have been allowed to appear on the
Order Paper

BUSPQESS OF THE HOUSE

Proceedings on the Malta (Letters
Patent) Bill exempted, at this day’s Sit-
ting, from the provisions of Standing
Order No. 1 (Sittings of the House)—
[The Prime Minister.)
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UNI!TED NAT!ONS

GENERAL
ASSEMBLY

Distr.
GENERAL

A/RES/2551 {XXIV)
Jenuery 1970

RESCLUTION ADOPTED EY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

ian the report of the Sixth Committee (4/78L5)/

2551 {XXIV). - Forcible diversion of civil aircrzft in flight

The General Assembly,

-

Deeply concerned over acts of unlawful interference with intermational
civil aviation, ' , _ '

Considering it necessary to recommend effective measures against hijacking
in.all its forms, or any other unlawful éeizu:e or exercise of control of
gircraft, ) '

Mindfui that such acts may endanger the life and health of passengers and.
crev in disregard of commonly accepted humanitarian considerations,

Avare That internmational civil éviatién can only function properly in
condltlons guaranteelng the safety of its operatlons and the due exercise of
the freedom of air travel,

_ 1. Cells upon States to take every appropriate measure to ensure that
their respective natiomzl legislations provide an szdequate framework for
effective legal measures against zl1 kinds of acts of unlawiul interference with,
-seizure of, or other wrongful exercise of control by force or thréat thereofl
over, civil zircraft in fligh?;

2. g;ggg States in particular to ensure .that persons on board who

perpetrate- such zcts are prosecuted;

70-00231 , /...
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Z. CUrges full support for the efforts of the Internstionsl Civil 2

{rganizaticn directed towards the speedy preparation and implemerntation of a

convention providinog for appropriate measures, inter alis, with respesct t

. . R .
vil gircraft 2 punishatle offencs znéd ic
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k. invites Sietes to retify or acceds 10 the Comventior on Uffences

Certair Cther Acts Committed on Board Aircraft, signed|st Tokve on

1k September 1963, in conformity with the Convention.

1831st plenary meetid
12 Decemicar 1963,
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UNITED NATIONS

GENERAL
ASSEMBLY

Distr.
GENERAL

A /RES /2625 {XXV)
L November 197C

Twenty-~-fif'th session
fgenda item 85

FESOLUTICH ADCPTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMRLY

Jon the report of the Sixth Committee (4/8082)7
2625 (¥XXV). Deczlaration op Principles of International Lawv coencerning
Friendly Belations and Co-cperation among States in
acegrdance with the Charter of the United Nations

The General Assembly,

Becalling its resclutions 1815 (XVII) of 18 December 1942, 1966 (XVIII) of
16 December 1963, 2103 (XX) of 20 December 1965, 2181 (XXI) of 12 December 1966,
2227 (XXII) of 18 December 1967, 2463 (XXITI) of 20 December 1968 and 2533 (X¥IV)

of B December 1969, in which it 2Plirmed the importance of the progressive

development and codification of the principles of international lavw concerning

friendly relations and co-operation among Stestes,

Havipng considered the report of the Special Committee on Principles of

4
International law concerning Friendly Relations and Co-operation among States,if

which met in Geneva frem 31 March to 1 May 1970,

kmphasizing the paramount importance of the Charter of the United Nations for
the maintenmance of infernstional pesce and security and for the development of
friendly relations and co-cperation among States,

Deeply convinced that the adoption of the Declaration on Principles of

Internmational Law concerning Friendly Relations and Co-operation among States in

accordance with the Charter of the United Natione on the oceasion of the

;/ O0fficial Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-fifth Session, Bupplement
No. 18 (4/321%).

To-2ksk1 /..
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Page 2

twenty-fifth anniversary of the United Nations wcould

contribute to the strengthening

of world peace and constitute & landwark in the development of international law

and of relations ameong States, in promoting the rule of law among nations and

particularly the universzl application of the rrinciples embodied in the

Charter,
Considering the desirability of the wide dissemi:
Psclaretion,

1. Approves the Declaration on Principles of T

nation of the text of the

nternational Taw concerning

Friendly Relastions and Co-operation among States in accordance with the Charter of

the United Wations, the text of vhich i1s annexed to the present resolution;

2. Bxpresses its appreciation to the Special Committee on Frinciples of

Internstional Law concerning Friendly Relaticns and Co-operation among States

for its work resulting in the elaboration of the Declaration;

=. Recommends that all efforts e made so that

generally known.

the Declaration becomes

188%rd plenary meeting,
24 Qetoner 1970.




A/RES /2625 (XXV)
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ANKEX

Declaration on Principles of International Law

concerning Friendly Relations and Co-operation

among 3States in accordance with the Charter of
the Uhited Netions

Preamble

The General Assembly,

Reaffirming in the terms of the Charter of the United Vations that the

meintenance of intermational peace and security and the development of frierndly

H

elations and co-operation between nations are among the fundamental purposes of
the United Nations,

Recalling that the peéples of the United Wations are determined to practise
tolerance and live together.in peace with one another as good neighbours,

Bearing in mind the importance of maintaining and strengthening internationsl

peace founded upon freedom, equality, justice and respect for fundamental humen
rights and of developing friendly relations among nations irrespective of their
political, ecopowic and social systems or the levels of their development,

Bearing in mind also the paramount importance of the Charter of the United

Nations in the promoticn of the rule of law among rations,

Considering that the faithful observance of the principles of intermational
law concerning friendly relations and co-operation arong States and the fulfilment
in good faith of the obligations assumed by States, in accordance with the
Charter, is of the greatest importance for the maintenance of international
peace and security and for the implementation of the other purposes of the United
Nations, ‘ )

Noting that the great political, economic .and soeial changes in scientific
progress which have taken'place in the world since the adoption of the Charter
give increased importance to these principles and to the need for their more

effective application in the conduct of States wherever carried on,

/...
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Pege 2

egtablished principls that ocuter space, including the Moon and

ns of use or occupation, or by any other means. and windful of

o

the fact that consideraticon is being given in the Urited Naticns to the question
establiishing other approprizte provisions similarly) inspirai,

Convinced that the strict cbservance by Stztes of! the ovligation nci to

i

intervens in ths affeirs of any other State is ar esssgentisl condition to =nsurs

(1

that nz=tions 1live together in peace with one anoths %

form of intervention not only violates the spirit zrnd letter of the Charter,

but zlsc leeds toc ths creation of sitvations which thlé

peace and security,
Reczlling the duty of States tc refrein in thelr imternsiionel relaticns

from military, political, economic or any other form of coercion zimed against

the political independence cor territorial integrity of lany Siate,

Congidering it essential that all Stztes shall refrsin in their intermational
relzations from the threat or use of force agzinst the territorizl integrity or
politicel independence of any State, or in any cther manner inconsistent with the
purposes of the United Nations,

Considering it equaliy essential that all States shall settle their

international disputes by peaceful means in accordance with the Charter,

Reaffirming, in accordance with the Charter, the basic importance of sovereign
sguality and stressing that the purposes of the United Nations can be implemented
only if States enjoy sovereign equality z2nd comply fully with the requirements of
this orinciple in their intermatiocnsl relations,

Convinced that the subjection of peoples to zlien subjugation, dominztion
and exploitation constitutes a major obstacle to the promotion of international
peace &nd security,

Cenvinced that the principle of equal rights and self-determination of
peoples constitutes a significant contribution to countemporary intermstionsl law,
and that its effective application is of paramount importance for the promcticn

of friendly relations among States, based on respect for the principle of

sovereign equality,

/...
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Convinced in conseqguence that any ztiempt simed at the partial or totsl
disruction of the national urnity and territorial integrity of z State or country
or at its political independence is incompatibls with the purposes ard principles
ci the Charter,

Considering the provisions of the Charter as & whols and taking into accourt

the role of rzlevani resoclutions adopied by the competent orgens ¢f the United
Nations relating to tThe content cf the principles,

Considering that tThe progressive develcopment and codificatiorn of the
following princivles:

{a) The principle thet States shall vefrein in their international
relations from the threat or use of force against the territorial
integrity or political independsnce of any State, or im any other
manner inconsistent with the purposes of the United Fetions,

(b} The principle that States shall settls their international disputes
by peaceful means in such a mznner thet interrationsl peace and
security and Justice are not endangered,

{¢) The duty not to intervene in matters within the domestic Jurisdiction
of any State, in accordance with the Charter,

(d) The duty of States to co-cperate with one another in accordance
with the Charter,

(e) The principle of eqgual rights and self-determination of peoples,

(f) The principle of sovereign equality of Stztes,

(g) The principle thet States shall fulfil in good faith the obligations
assumed by them in accordance with the Charter,

so a8 to secure their more effective application within the interzational community;

would promcte the realization of the purposes of the United Nations,

Baving considered the principles of international law relaving to frisandly
relztions and co-operation among Stztes,

1. Solemnly proclaims ths following principles:
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The principle that States shall refrain in their international

relations frcm the threat or use of force against the territorial

integrity or political independence of any State, or in any cther

manner inconsistent with the purposes of the United Nations

Every State has the duty to refrazin in its interﬂational relations from the

threzt or use of force against the territorial integri

ty or political independence

of any State, or in any other manner inconsistent with the purposes of the United

Kations. Such a threat cr use of force constitutes a
law and the Charter of the United Nations and shzll ne
of settling internmetional issues.
4 war of aggression constitutes a2 crime against t
is responsibility under international law.
"~ In accordance with the purposes and pfinciples of

have the duty to refrain from propaganda for wars of a

violation of international

ver be employed as a means

he peace, Tor which there

the United Nations, Siuates

ggression.

Every State has the duty to refrain from the threat or use of forece to

violate the existing internaticnal boundaries of znother State or as a means of

sclving intermationzl disputes, including territorial disputes and problems

concerning frontiers of Stztes.
Every State likewise has the duty to refrain from

to violate international lines of demsrcation, such as

the threat or use of force

armistice lines,

established by or pursuant to an international agreement to which it is a party

or which it is otherwise bound to respect. Nothing in

the foregoing shall be

construed as prejudicing the positions of the parties concerned with regard to

the status and effects of such lines under their speciél régimes or as affecting

their temporary character.

States have a duty to refrain from acts of reprisal involving the use of

force.

BEvery State has the duty to refrain from any forcible action which deprives

pecples referred to in the elaboration of the principle of equal rights and

self-determination of their right to self-deterwination and freedom and

independence.

Every State has the duty to refrain from organiz%ng or encouraging the

organization of irregular forces or armed bands, including mercenaries, for

incursion into the territory of ancther State.

Every State has the duty to refrain from organizing, instigating, assisting

or participating in acts of civil strife or terrorist acts in another State or

/..
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zcguiescing in organized activities within its territory directed towards the
cormission of such acts, when the acts referred to in the present paragraph
involve a threst or use of force.

The territory of a State shall not be the object of military occupation
resulting from the use of force in contravention of the provisions of the Charter.
The territory of & State shall not be the object of acquisition by another State
resulting from the threat or use of force. No territorial acguisition resulting
from the threat or use of force shall be recognized as legzl. Nothing in ths
foregoing shall be construed as affecting: ‘

{a) Provisions of the Charter or any international agreement prior tc the

Charter régime and valid ﬁnder interpational law; or

(b) The powers of the Security Council under the Charter.

£1] States shall pursue in good faith negotiations for the early conclusion
of 2 universal treaty on general and complete disarmament under effective
international control and strive 4o adopt appropriate measures to reduce
international tensions and strengthen confidence among States.

A1l States shall comply in good faith with their obligations under the
generally recognized principles and rtules of internstional law with respect to
the maintenance of international peace and security, and shall endeavour to make
the United Nations security system based on the Charter more effective.

Nothing in the foregoing paragraphs shall be construed as enlarging or
diminishing in any way the scope of the provisions of the Charter concerning cases

in which the use Of‘force is lawful.

The principle that States shall settle their intermmtional disputes
by peaceful means in such a manper that international peace znd
security and Jjustice are not endangered

Every State shall settle its international disputes with other States by
peaceful means, in such a manner that international peace and security and justice
are not endangered.

States shall sccordingly seek early and just settlement of their international
disputes by negotiation, inquiry, mediation, conciliation, arbitration, judieciazl

settlement, resort to regional agencies or arrangements or other peaceful means

/...
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¢t their choice. In seesking such & settlement the parties shall agree upon such

peacelful means as Wsy be approprizie to the circumstances and nature of the

The parties fo 2z dispute have the duty, in the event of fzilure to reach a
soluticn oy any one of the zbove peaceful means, to continue to seek 2 setitlement
of the dispute by other peaceful means agreed uporn by them.

States parties tc an internmtional dispute, as $ell as other States, shall
refrain from any actlion which mey aggravate the situsztion so as te endanger the
reintenance of international peace and securiity, and|shall sct in accordancs with
the purposes and principles of the United Nations.

International disputes shall be settled or the basis of the scvereign
equality of States and in accordance with the principle of free choice of mesans.
Recourse to, or acceptance of, a settlement procedure fresly agreed to by States
with regard to existing or future disputes o which they zre parties shall not
be regarded as incompatible with sovereign ecguality.

Nothing in the foregoing paragraphs prejudices or'derogates from the
applicable provisions of the Charter, in particular those relating to the pacific

settlement of international disputes.

The principle concerning the duty not to intervens in matters
within the domestic jurisdiction of any State, in accordance
with the Charter

No State or group of States has the right to intervene, diresctly or indirectliy,
for any reason whatever, in the intermal or external gffairs of any other State.
Conseguently, armed intervention and all other forms of interference or attemptied
threats against the personglity of the State or against its political, economic
and culturzl elements, are in violation of intermatiomal law.

No State may use or encourage the use of economlc, pelitical or any other
type of measures to coerce another State in order to obtain from it the
subordination of the exXercise of its sovereign rights|and to secure from it
advantages of any kind. Alsc, no State shall organize, assist, foment, finance,
incite or tolerate subversive, terrorist or armed activities directed towsrds
the violent overthrow of the régime of another State, or interfere in civil strife

in another State.

/...
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The use of force to deprive peoples of their national identity constitutes
2 violationr ¢f their inalienable rights and of the principle of non-intervention.
Zvery State has an inaliensble right to choose its palitical, eecnemic,
social and cultural systems, without interference in any form by another State.
FNothing in ths forsgoing paragraphs shali be construed as affsctiing the

0 the mgintenancs of intsrnationsl
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of the Charter rzlatin

m

The duty of States to cc-operate with one another in
accordance with the Charter

States heve the duty ©T¢ co-operats with one another, irrespaciive of the

differences in their political, sconomic ani social systems, in the various

[l

spheres of Intermationzl relations, in crder to maintzin internstional psace znd
security and to promote intermational economic stability and progress, the
general welfare of nations and internastional co-operation free from discrimination
based on such differences.

To this end:

{a) Stetes shzll cc-operate with other States in the maintenance of
international peace and security;

{b) Stétes shall co-operate in the promotion of universal respect for,
ané observance of, human rights and fundamental freedoms for all, and
in the elimination of all forms of racial discrimination and all forms
of religicus intolerance;

(c) States shall conduct their international relatioms in the economic,
social, cultural, technical and trade fields in accordance with the
principles of sovereigp eguallity and non-intervention;

() States Members of the United Nations have the duty to take joirt 2nd
separate action in co-operation with the United Nations in szccordance
vwith the relevant provisions of the Charter.

States should co-operate in the economic, social znd cultural fields as well

as in the field of science and technology and for the promotion of interﬁational
cultural and educational progress. States should co-operate in the promotior of

economiz growth throughout the world, especially that of the developing countries.

/en
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The principle of equal rights and selfidetermination

of peoples

By virtue of the principle of equal rights and s

o

enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations, all g

elf-determination ol peocples

eoples have the right freely

to determine, without external interference, their political status ané to pursue

their sconomic, social and cultural developmsnt, znd
respect this right in accordance with the provisions

Every 3tate has the duty to promote, through joi
realizabion of the principle of equel rights znd self]

in accordance with the provisions of the Charter, and

every Stete has the duty to
of the Charter.

nt and zeparate action,
-deternpination of peoples,

o render assiztzance to

the United Nations in carrying out the responsibilities entrusted to it by the

Charter regarding the implementation of the principle

(2) To promote friendly relations and co-operat

(b) To bring a speedy end to colonialism, having due regard to the

expressed will of the peoples concerned;

and bearing in mind that subjection of peoples to alie

» in order:
ion amopng States; and

freely

= subjugation, domination

and exploitation conmstitutes a violatior of the principle,

as well as 2 denial

of fundamental human rights, and is contrary to the Charter.

Every State has the duty to promote through joint and separate action

universal respeect for an observanee of human rights and fundamental freedoms in

aceordance with the Charter.

The establishment of a sovereign and independent

State, the free association

or integration with an independent State or the emergence into any other

political gtatus freely determined by a people constitute modes of implementing

the right of self-determination by that people.

Every State has the duty to refrain from any forcible action which deprives

peoples referred to gbove in the elaboration of the pregent principle of their

right to seif-determination and freedom apd independence.

In their actions

- agailnst, and resistance To, such foreible action in pursuit of the exercise of

their right to self-determination, such peoples are entitled to =seek and to

receive support in accordance with the purposes and principles of the Charter.

/v
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The territory of a colony or other Non-Self-Governing Territory has, under
the Charter. a status gepzrate and distincet from the territory of the State
gdministering it; znd such separates znd distinet status under the Charter shall

€xigt ontil the peopls oFf the colony or Non-Self-Governing Territory have

o
2y

i1z

1]
b

4
M
H
8]

thelr right o self-dsterminstion in accordance with the Cherter, znd

"

perticularly its purposes ang principles.

¥othing in the foregoing paragraphs snall be construed as authorizing or

M

gnccuraging any 2ction vhich would dismember or impair, totally or in part, th
territorial integrity or rolitical unity of sovereign and independent States
conducting themselveg in compliance with the primneiple of equal rights and
self-determination of peoples as described sbove and thus possessed of 2 government
representing the whols people dbelonging to the terriftory without distinction as
to race, creed or colour.

Every state ghall refrzin from any action aimed at the partial or totzl
disruption . of the national unity and territorial integrity of any other State

or country.

The prineciple of sovereign equality of States

All Btates enjoy sovereign egquality. They have equél rights and duties and
are equal members of the imternational community, notwithstanding differences of
an economic, soclal, political or other mature.

In particular, sovsreigh equality includes the following elements:

(a) States are juridieally eqﬁal;

{b) Each State enjoys the rights inherent in full sovereignty;

{(c) Each State has the duty to respeet the personality of other States;

(d) The territorial integrity and political independence of the State

are inviolable; |
(e) PFach State has the right freely to choose and develop its political,
- social, economic and cultural systems;
(f) Each State has the duty to comply fully and in good Taith with its

international obligations and to live in peace vith other States.

/...
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The principle that Stafes shall fulfil in good 1

2ith the obligations

assumed by them in =ccordance ith th

€ Charter

Fvery State has the duty to fulfil in zoo0d
oy 1t irn accordance uith the Charter of the Unit
Tvery 3State has the duty toc fulfil in good

the genereliy recognized principles aznd rules of

Taith the obligetions assumed
ed Nations.
faith ite cbligations undexr

internationsl law.

Tvery State has the duty to fulfil in good faith its obligations uonder

intermationzgl zgreements valid under the generall

rules of international law.

1y recognized principles a+vd

Where cbligations arising under internationzl agreements srs in conflict

with the obligetions of Members of the United Nafiones under the Charvsr of

the United Hations, the

Generzl part

2. Declares that:
In their interpretation and application the abow
and each principle shovld be construed in the contex
Nothing in this Declaration shall be construed z

the provisions of the Charter or the rights 2nd dutie

elaboration of these rightes in this Declaration.

5. leclares further that:

The principles of the Charier which are embodied
constitute basie principles of international law, and
21l States to be guided by these principles in their
to develop their mutual relations on the basis of the

thege principles.

ot ligations under the Charter shall preveil.

= prineciples are interrelated

of the other principles.,

F1

s prejuadicing in any manner

s of Menber States under

the Charter or the rights of peoples under the Charter, taking inte account the

T

in this Declaration

conseguently appsals to

international conduct ang

strict observance of
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UNITED NATIONS

GENERAL
ASSEMBLY

Fuenty-fifth session
Lgzenda item 95
RESOLUTION ADCFIED BY THE GEMERAL ASSEMBLY
[on the report of the Sixth Committee {4/81767/

2645 (XXV). Aerial hijacking or interfererce with civil air travel

The General Assembly,

Recognizing that international civil avietion is a vitel link in the
promotion and preservation of friendly relations among Stztes and that ite szfe
and orderly functioning is inm the interest of zli peoples,

11
Gravely concerned over acis of aerial hijacking or other wrongful interference

with civil air travel,

Recognizing that such acts jeopardize the lives and safety of the pasgengers
and crew and constitute a violation of their human rights,

Aware that international civil aviation can only function properly in »
conditions guarantesing the safety of its operations and the due exercise of l
the freedom of air travel, E

Endorging the solemn declaration;/of the extracrdinary session of the f
Assembly of the International Civil Aviation Orgenization held at Montresl frem ;
i6 to 30 June 1970,

Bearing in mind General Assembly resolution 2551 (XXIV) of 12 December 156G,

and Security Council resolution 286 {1970) of 9 September 1970 adopted by

consensus at the 1552nd meeting of the Council,

;/ International Civil Aviation Crganization, Resolutions adopted by the Assembly,
Seventeenth Session (Extraordinary) {Montreal, 1G70), resolution £17-1.

70-27317 . [en-
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i. Congdemns, withoul excezotion whatsoever

acts of azerial nijacking

or other interference with civil air fravel, whether jpriginally national or
t

internationgli, through the ithreat or use of force. and =211 ac

crew end aircraft

g of vislence which

engaged in, and air
3

savigation facilities and aeronsniical communicaticns| used by, civil air fransport
£, Cellie upcon States %o teke zll eppropriste messures Lo deter . prevent

or suoppress sach acts withip tThelr jurisdiction, a2t every stage of the execution
o

for
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teé such acis, in a2 menner commensurate with the gravity of those crimes

at
or, without prejudice to the rignts and obligatione of States under exists
t

1| punishment of perscns whe

=
L]

persong for the purpose of their prosectuion and punishment;

3. Declares that the exploitation of unlawiul seizure of zircraft for

the purpose of taking hostages is to be condemned;

k. Declares further that the unlawful detention
in transit or otherwise engaged in civil air travel is
another form of wrongful interference with free and ur

5. Urges States to the territory of which 2 hi)

of passengers and crew
t5 be condemned as
interrupted air travel;

acked aircraft is diverted

to provide for the care and safety of its passengers and crew and to enable

them to continue their Jjourney as soon as practicable
and its cargo to the persons lawfully entitled to poss

5. Invites States to ratify or accede to the Co
Certainr Other Acts Committed on Board Aircraft signed

14 September 1963,2/12 conformity with the Convention,

Charter of the United Nations, towards suppressing all
the safe and orderly development of interpational civi

8. Calls upon States to take joint and separzte
with the Charter, in co-operation with the United Nati
Civil Aviation Orgenization io ensure that passengers,

in civil aviation are not used as z meane of extorting

2/ United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 704 (1969), No

ané to return the aircraft
essiong

nvention on Offences and
at Tokyo on

7. Requests concerted zetion on the part of States, in aceosrdance with the
acts which jeopardize

1 air transport;

action, in accordance

ons and the Interpational
crew and alrceraft engaged

advantage of any kind;

. 10106.
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Urges full support for the current efforts of the Internatisnal Civii

Orgenization ftowards the development and co-ordination, ir azceordence

iith its competence, of effective mezsures in respect o7

interference with
Travel;

1o make svery possible =ffort to achieve 2 successslcl
the diplomatic conrerence to convens at The Hague i December 1575

of the agoption of & convention an the unlawful seizure of

effective conveniion may be brought ints Force at an =arl
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UNITED NATICNS

SECURITY
COUNCIL

Distr.
GERERAL

S/RES/286 (1970)
O September 1970

RESOLUTION 286 (1970)

Ldeopted by the Security Council at its 1552nd mesiing, on
G September 1970

The Security Council,

Gravely concerned at the threat to innoecent civilian lives from the

hijacking of aircraft and any other interference in international iravel,
Appeals to s11 parties concermed for the immediate release of all
pascengers and crews without exception, held as a result of hijackings and
other interference in international travel,
' Calls on States tc take 211 possible legal steps to prevent further

hijackings cr any other interference with Intermationazl civil air travel.

70=-19668
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UNITED NATIONS

GENERAL
ASSEMBLY

Distr.
GENERAL

A/RES/3034 (3OVIT)
11 January 1973

Twenty-seventh session
Agepda item 92

RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
/on the report of the Sixth Committee (A/8969, A/L.696)7

3034 (XXVII). Measures to prevent international terrorism which
endangers or takes innccent human lives or
jeopardizes fundamental freedoms, and study of the
underlying causes of those forms of terrorism and
acts of violence which lie in misery, frustration,
grievance and despair and whiech cause some people
to sacrifice human lives, including their own, in
an attempt to effect radical changes

The General Assembly,

Deeply perturbed over acts of international terrorism which are occuring with
increasing freguency and which take 2 toll of innocent human lives, :

Recognizing the importance of intermational co-operation in devising measures
effectively to prevent their occurrence and of studying their underlying causes
with a view to finding just and peageful sclutions as quickly as possible;

Recalling the Declaration ‘on Principles of International Law concerning
Friendly Relations and Co-operation among States in accordance with the Charter of
the United Nations, 1/ ) :

1. Expresses deep concern over increasing acts of violence which endanger
or take innocent human lives or jeopardize fundamental freedoms;

2.  Urges States to devote their immediate attention to finding just and
peaceful solutions to the underlying causes which give rise to such acts of
violence; .

1/ General Assembly resclution 2625 (XXV).

73-00843 | | | /...
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3. Reaffirms the inalienable right to self-determination and independence
of all peoples under colonial and racist régimes and other forms of alien
domination and upholds the 1eg1tmacy of their struggle, in particular the struggle
of national liberation movements, in accerdance with the purposes and principles of
the Charter and the relevant resolutions of the organs of the United Naticns;

L, Condemns the contirunation of repressive and|terrorist acts by colonial,
racist and alier régimes in denying pecples their legitimate right to self-
determination and independence and other human rights|and fundamental freedoms;

5. Invites States to become parties to the existing international conventions
which relate to various aspects of the problem of international terrorism;

6. Invites States to take all sppropriate measures at tHe national level
with a view to the speedy and final elimination of the problem, bearing in mind the
provisions of paragraph 3 above,

T. Invites States to consider the subject—mattgr urgently and submit
observations to the Secretary-General by 10 April 1973, including concrete proposals
for finding an effective solution to the problem;

8. Requests the Secretary-General to transmit an analytical study of the
observations of States submitted under paragraph 7 above to the ad hoc commlttee te
be established under paragraph 93

9. Decides to establish an Ad Hoc Committee on Intermational Terrorism
consisting of thirty-five members to be appointed by the President of the General
Assembly bearing in mind the principle of equitable geographical representation;

10. Reguests the Ad Hoc Committee to consider the observations of States under
paragraph T above and submit its report with recommendations for possible
co-operation for the speedy elimination of the’prcblemL bearing in mind the
provisions of paragraph 3, to the General Assembly at its twenty-eighth session;

11. Reguests the Secretary-General to provide the Ad Hoe Hoc Committee w:th the .
necessary facilities and services; A\

12, Decides to include the item in the provisional agenda of its twenty-eighth

session.

2114th plenary meeting
18 December 1972
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43 Written Answers

unions, 241 registered employers’ associa-
tions and 25 organisations on the Special
Register. Twelve other organisations were
still on the Provisional Register. The
latest availzble figures of the number of
wrade unions in this country relate to the
end of 1971, when there were 469
organisations of employees with a total
membership of 10,935,000. The member-
ship of registered trade unions at the
present tiwe is estimated to be over 1
militon bu: precise fHgures are not yet

"available.

Registered organisations and their
members are entitled to special legal pro-
tection and other benefits under the In-
dustrial Relations Act 1971. The attain-
ment and retention of registered status
serves as a guarantee to members and to
the community generally that the
organisations which enjoy these privileges
satisfy minimum standards of administra-
tion, and that their rules deal compre-
hensively with the management of the
organisation and the rights and obliga-
tions of members.

FOREIGN AND
COMMONWEALTH AFFAIRS

IRA Arms Shipment

Mr. Kilfedder asked the Secretary of
State for Foreign and Commonwealth
Affairs if he will protest to the Eire
Government about the release of the
“ Claudia * after it was detained by the
FEire authorities off the Waterford coast
and found to have arms and members of
the IRA on board ; and what explana-
tion has been given by the Eire Govern-
ment for its action in allowing the
“ Clandia ” and its captain and crew to
go free

Mr. Anthony Royle : The arrest of the
*Claudia ™ is the concern of the Irish
Government. The affair is sub judice in
the Republic pending the trial of those
arrested. We have, naturally, kept in
touch with the Irish Government through
the normal diplomatic channels: the
details must remain confidential.

Mr. Kilfedder asked the Secretary of
State for Foreign and Commonwezlth
Affairs if he will protest to the West
German Government about the gun-
runnipg activities of Herr Guenther
Leinhauser, the managing director of the

Vou. 855
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company which owned the “ Claudia”,
and the captain, Hans Ludwig Floegel;
and what reply has been received.

Mr. Kershaw: The arrest of the
*Claudia ” is the concern of the Irish
authorities. We are in touch with the
German authorities in conmnection with
the statements made by the individual
concerned : the details must romain
confidential.

"Mr. Peter Niesewand

Mr. Powell asked the Secretary of State
for Foreign and Commonwealth Aflairs
by what title Mr. Peter Niesewand is a
British subject.

Lord Balniel: I understand that in
1964 Mr. Niesewand became a citizen of
Southern Rhodesia by registration under
Rhodesian legislation, the Citizenship of
Southern Rhodesia and British Nation-
aIit,Y Act 1963. He is therefore a British
subject under Section 1 of the British
Nationality Act 1948 by virtue of his
citizenship of Southern Rhodesia.

Israel

Mr. Faulds asked the Secrerary of
State for Foreign and Commonwealth
Affairs who will represent Her Majesty’s
Government at the military parade which
is being held in Jerusalem on 7th May
in celebration of 25 years of the founding
of the State of Israel.

Lord Balpiel : Her Majesty's Govern-
ment will not be represented at the
military parade.

HOME DEPARTMENT

Police Officers (False Evidence)

Mr. Gorst asked the Secretary of State
for the Home Department how many
complaints his Department or other police
authorities received during the past year
of faise evidence being given in court by
police officers ; how many investigations
have taken place as a result of either
complaints received or for any other
reason ; how many prosecutions have
been instituted ; in how many cases disci-
plinary action has been taken; and in
how many cases officers have been found
guilty.

Mr. Carlisle : Prosecutions following
allegations of perjury were instituted in
2F3
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Libyan Peopie’s Bureau (Shooting
Incident)

4 pm

The Secretary of State for the Home Department
(Mr. Leon Brittan): With permission, Mr. Speaker, |
should like 10 make a statement about the events of the iast
week arising from the shooting incident in Si. James’s
sguare. :

At 10 am on 17 April, a peaceable demonstration was
taking place outside the Libvan people’s bureau. The
police were fully it control and there were no problems of
public order. Withour any warning, shots were fired from
an auromatic weapon from a window on the first fioor of
the bureau. Tweive peopie were injured and were taken to
hospital, including a woman police comstable, Yvonne
Fletcher, who, as the House kpows, died shortly
afterwards. I am sure that all hon. Members will wish 1o
be associated with the message of deepest sympathy that
I semt to Yvonne Eletcher’s parents. [HoN. MEMBERS:
“Hear, hear.™)

The police acted immediately 10 cordon off the arez and
1o evacuate nearby buildings. They have since maintained
a protective waich on the burean and controlled
movements there. I should like 1o pay tribute to the police
for the exemplary way in which they have handled this
difficuit position throughout, with great skil and patience.

I shouid add that at 8 pm on 20 April 2 bomb expioded
in the luggage collection hail at Heathrow airport, injuring
25 people. Inquiries iato thar further incident are
continuing,. It is aot yet ciear whether it is connected with
what happened in St. James’s square.

The murder of WPC Flewcher from inside the Libyan
peopie’s bureau was a barbaric ourrage. It was, as my hon.
Friend the Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth
Office, made clear in his announcement on 22 April, a
wholly unacceptable and unprecedented breach of British
law, intermational law and the Vienna convention on
diplomatic relagons.

After the shooting took place, we immediately asked
the Libyan authorities 1o insguet those inside the bureau
to leave the building and to aflow it wo be searched for
weapons and explosives. That request has been repeatedly
refused by the Libyans.

In the face of thar Libyan refusal, we proposed to the
Libyan awthorities three things as a basis for terminating
diplomatic relations by agreement: first, that all current
occupants of the people’s bureau and ail other Libyan
diplomatic staff in the United Kingdom should leave the
counwry in safety; secondly, that our own diplomatic staff
should leave Libya in safety; and thirdly, that we should
be satisfied that all weapons and explosives were removed
from the Libyan peopie’s bureau, and thar its buildings in
the Unired Kingdom were no longer capable of being used
as a base for terrorist acts.

The Libyans did not accept those proposals. Instead.
they in effect suggested that the outrage of 17 Aptil should
simpiy be put on one side. Colonel Gaddafl proposed a
Libyan commission of inquiry, to come to the Uniied
Kingdom and inquire into the facts, and for any Libyan
implicated to be put on trial in Libya. We regarded that
response 1o the flagrant abuse of diplomatic immunity and
the murderous amack on WPC Flercher as wholly
inadequate.
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We therefore decided to break diplomatic relations
forthwith with Libya, with effect from 6 pm on 22 Apnil.
We informed the Libyan authorities that all their
diplomatic staff in London and anyope else in the Libyan
peopie’s bureau in St. James’s square have until midnight
on 29-30 April to vacate their premises and leave the
country. They are free 1o leave at any time before then,
if they wish, and we are making arrangements for therr
safe passage out of the country, but we will not permst
them to remain beyond Sunday night. It is at that point that
any diplomatic immunity expires.

The police will satisfy themselves that anyone
emerging from the bureau is not camrying arms and
explosives with them when they leave the premises, and
then that the premises are safe and secure. I should add that
the police view is thar, without the co-operation of those
in the bureau, it does not seem possibie that evidence could
be obtained that would sustain in court a criminai charge
for the murder.

We have informed the Libyans that the staff of the
Brtish embassy will be withdrawn from Libva by
midnight on 29-30 April, and we look to the authorities
there to fulfil their obligation to guarantee their safe
deparrure. We have also made it ciear to the Libyan
authorities that we hold them responsible for the safety of
the British community in Libya, to which we have
anached the highest imporance throughout. We have
exercised our right 1o designate a protecting power to look
after their interests. We are most grateful to the Italian
Government for agreeing to undertake that task, and the
Libyan Government have agreed to thai. In London, the
embassy of Saudi Arabia will act in a similar way for the
Libyans.

I should also inform the House of the action that { have
taken on other Libyans in this coumtry or who wish 1o
travel here. I'am looking carefully ar any evidence that the
presence of any individual here is ageinst the patonal
interest, and [ am npot hesitaring to use my powers of
removal where it is. Two Libyans have been deported
since the shooting. Libyans who wish to trave] here from
Libya will, for the time being, have to apply for visas in
neighbouring states. Their applications, and those from
Libyans elsewhere in the world, will have 10 be referred
to London, where they will be thoronghly and carefully
examined. Applications for entry from those already
holding extant visas will simiiariy be scrutinised with great
care, and 1 would advise those people to reapply. Those
measures will ensure that in the coming months only in the
most exceptional circumstances will Libyan nationals be
admirted to this country. ’

I share the narional sense of anger at the wagic death
of a young policewoman and at the gross abuse of
diplomaric immunities thar caused it. We have made every
effort to resolve matters peacefully and by muotual
agreement. The artitude of the Libyan authorities has made
it impossible for normal relations to continue. We shail
continue, as we have throughout, to observe scrupulousty
our obligations under the Vienna convention, but what has
accurred clearly raises serious questions as to the adequacy
of the convention, its operation and enforceabiliry. My
rght hon. and learmed Friend the Foreign and
Commonwealith Secretary will now revigw these manmers
and consider whether to put forward in the international
community proposals for changes.

Hon. Members will appreciate thar. unul the Libyans
who are going have gope and British embassy siaff in
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Libya return home, the position remains delicate. But we
coutd not conceivably countenance with equanimity the
outrage tha: we witnessed in London last week. We are
responding 1t it firmly, but in accordance with
international law. Libya for its part must now accept its
clear responsibility for the protection and safe return of our
staff in the Briush embassy and their families.

Mr. Gerald Kauvfman (Maochester, Gorton): On
behalf of my right hon. and hon. Friends, I offer our deep
sympathy 1o the family and fiancé of Yvonne Fletcher. She
died or duty, and we pay tribute to her and to all the police
who have been involved in the tense vigil at St. James’s
square. We offer our sympathy alse to all the those injured
in the S1. James’s square atrocity and in the bomb ourage
ar Heathrow airpon last Friday.

The whole nation feels a bitter anger at the prospect that
the murderer of Yvonne Fletcher will escape the justice
that should properly await him. However, I believe that
most people understand why that outcome seems
inescapable. Faced with the calculated floudng of all
standards of decency in iptemnational behaviour in their
own territory, the British Government—above all others
—— must demonstrate the imponance of upholding the
rule of international law, even in the most repugnant
circumstances. That means abiding strictly by the terms of
the Vienna convention.

It is proper and necessary that, in their conduct in this
odious position, the Brtish Government must have the
utmost concern for the repercussions of what they do upon
the lives and safety of the British diplomatic mission in
Tripoli. their families and the many thousands of other
British nationals in Libya, Of course, we are especially
concerned about the predicament of Mr. Douglas
Ledingham and Mr. John Campbell, who have been held
in Libva for several days without charge. Does the Home
Secretarv have any information about thejr safety and
whereabouis?

The House may not wish o pursue certain matters at
this sensitive time, when the position in 8t. James’s square
is still so fragile and before our mission ir Tripoli has
arrived home safely. However, after the weekend deadline
has passed, hon. Members will require a further statement
from the Home Secretary——cenainly not later than next
Tuesdayv. It is then thar searching questions may most
appropriately be put about whether this crisis could have
beer prevented or avoided, about how weapons of the sort
used in the murder of Yvonne Fletcher found their way
into the people’s bureau and about the conduct of the
negotiations with the Libyans.

One question that must be asked now is why, three davs
after the St. James's square shootings, was luggage
aliowed to be left for hours in the luggage reclamarion area

of terminal 2 at Heathrow airport, where luggage from a
[ibyan flight was known to be kept—and that after the
recent bombings in London and Manchester? The security
at Heathrow seems to have been negligent to the point of
culpability. apd there must be an urgent inguiry into it for
the sake of all ravellers.

There is onme supreme mamer on which the whole
country is united. Brizain will not tolerate warring factions
from other lands using our cities as their private
baulecrounds. Britain stands absolutely for upbolding the
ruie of internationai law. which is the only safeguard for
order 1n u Jangerous worid. [t 35 becawse Libva has made
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an ugly molckery of the rule of law thar everyore joins n
condemnation of these unacceptable violations of civilised

behaviour.

Mr. Bnttan I am grateful to the nght hon. Gentlemen
for his exprlessmns of sympathy and for his tributes to the
police. I also entirely agree with him that the impornance
of upholdmg the rule of international law in these mamers
is pammoml:t, and that we expect the Libyans to do that,
just as we are doing it ourselves. I agree with the right hon.
Gentleman Ihat in bandling these matters, it is appropriate
— and, mdecd essential — to take account of their
repercussmns in Tripoli.

We have|protested vigorously to the Libyan authorities
concerning Mr. Ledingham and Mr. Campbelil, and we
shall continue urgently to seek their release.

Extra precautions were taken at Heathrow after the
incident m' St. James's square, but the right hon.
Genteman lwould be mistaken if he believed it possible to
cover all contingencies. Since the expiosion, even further
precautions| have been put into operation in regard 10 the
handling of baggage. The examination and consideration
for which |he has asked are taking place through the
Depamnem of Transport, the police, the British Airports
Aurhoerity and the airlines.

" 1 share |the right hon. Gentleman’s sentiment thar
warring factions cannot be allowed 1o fight out their batijes
in the streets of London.

Mr. Mark Carlisle (Warrington. South): While I fuily
accept—as (does the right hon. Member for Manchester,
Gorwon (Mr Kaufman)-—that no possibie acton couid
be taken other than thar which was taken, will my right
hon. and leemccl Friend agree thar, in relation to the
proposed rewew of the Vienna convention, it is essentizl
to dlstmgmsh berween the necessary protection of
chplomats of law-abiding countries throughour the world
and the peed at the same time to avoid the Vienna
convention| being used merely as a cover for terrorism or
murder?

Mr. Bnttan I apree with my right hon. and learned
Friend zhat the review will need to take those aspecis of
the matter mto account. But, as I made clear. one should
focus not oln.ly on the convention and its provisions but on
1ts enforceability.

Mr. David Steel (Tweeddale, Ettrick and {auderdaie):
In his state'ment the Home Secretary used the phrase that
diplomatic |immunity would expire on Sunday night. Will
he tell the House what happened after Mr Adem Kuwiri
and his three colleagues accrediied in the Libyan people’s
burean were replaced by the so-called revolutionary
student force on 19 February? Were any of those students
subsequemly given diplomaric accreditation and. if so,
when and why? If not, is there any reason to believe that

accredited Id:plomats were in the building at the time of the
ourrage?

Mr. Brittan: .Since the so-called revolutionary
commjnee| took over, that have been no additions o the
diplomatic; list. and none of the people concerned has been
accepted, $0 in no sense was that the case.

I undersmod the right hon. Gentleman 1o be asking
about the presence of diplomaxs in the building. We do not
know exactlv who is in the building at the momsnt. so [
cannor answer that question,

/
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Mr. Peter Blaker (Blackpcol, South): I support my
right hon. and learned Friend the Member for Warrington,
South (Mr. Cariisie) in welcoming the Govermment’s
intention 1o review the Vienna convention. Is mot one of
the most important matiers 1o be considered the rule which
makes it impossible to verify whether diplomatic bags are
carrying weapons? Will the Government consider raising
that marter with our colleagues in the FEuropean
Communirty, whose interests mus: be identical to ours,
with a view to making proposals in a wider forum?

Mr. Brittan: My night hon. Friend has raised one
manter which will no doubt be considered. At the moment,
the Vienna convention—which, 1 remind the House, is
net only an international obligation but is enshrined in our
domestic law by the Diplomatic Privileges Act 1964—
states quite clearly that the diplomatic bag shall not be
opened or retained.

Mr. James Molyneaux (Lagan Valley): In view of the
long-standing Libyan support for [rish rervorists, will the
Home Secretary consider the desirability of further
extending the scope of the preventon of terrorism
legislation? Will he b2 good enough to invite his right hon.
and learned Friend the Foreign Secretary to alert and
explain to Irish-Americans the dangers of supporting any
branch of international terrorism?

Mr. Brittan: We have, of course, comprehensively
reviewed the prevention of terrorism legislation in the new
legislation which has now reached the stanite book. The
House will, of course, be familiar with the fact that in
introducing that legislation we made provision for the first
time for its extension to internarional as opposed to Irish
terrorism. I hope ‘that the House will feel, in the light of
what has occurred, that thar was a wise provision.

Mr. Dennis Walters (Westbury): The whole House
would wish to associate itself with the uibute paid by my
right hon. and learned Friend to the performance,of my
constituent, WPC Flercher. and the warm expression that
be has sent to her family. She died, performing her duty,
as a result of an intolerable and gross crime. Does not that
also bring to light the need to review, as quickly as
possible, the whole question of dipiomatic privileges and
rights, which have frequently been abused in the recent
past?

Mr. Brittan: The examination of the Viennma
convention, its operation and its enforceability, will cover
the matters that my hon. Friend has in mind.

Pr. David Owen (Piymouth, Devonport): I warmiy
associate myself with all the tribures paid to the bravery
shown by the police, to the parents of Y vonne Fletcher and
ber friends, and 10 those injured in the bomb outrage.

I fully accept the actions that the Home Secretary has
felt it pecessary to take, but will he agree that the real
questions now have to be answered by the Foreign
Secretary? Some very serious questions need to be asked,
going might back o 2 September 1979, when the Libyan
people’s bureau was first established.

It bas been well understood for some years that Colone] -
Gaddafi has been fostering terrorism worldwide. There
have been distmrbing reponms. ope of which occurs in
today’s Washingron Post, about the Government having
been informed that an amack was likely to take place.
Those issues need serjous investigation. I understand that
the Home Secretary is not abie 10 answer them today from

g
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the Dispatch Box, but can we have an assurance from the
Government that there will be an independent inguiry into
all events since 2 Sepiember 1979, and that as much as
possible of the resuit will be published so that the House
and the country can judge the conduct of affairs during the
four years?

Mr. Brittan: I should make it clear to the House that
1 am speaking for the Government as a whole today and
am ready 0 answer guestions relating ro all aspects of the
maner — even questions which would in other
circumstances be answered by my right hon. and learned
Friend the Foreign Secretary. As I know that the mater has
been raised by the right hon. Gentleman and by others
outside this House, may | say that the breaking off of
diplomatic relations is a very serious step? Since the war.
it bas been taken by this couny only in relation to
Albania, Uganda and Argentina.

The House might like 1© bear in mind, when
considening the allegation of tardiness in our response, that
the United States embassy ip Libya was burnt down in
December 1979 and that it was not until 1981 thar
diplomatic refations berween Libya and the United States
were suspended, and not even broken, In Paris, rwo Iragi
agents from the embassy shot dead a police inspector.
Those agenis were expelled bur the mission was allowed
to continue, It is for those reasons that the imernational
press today regards our response to what happered in the
streets of London as a robust one.

With regard 10 the events in this country since 1579, 10
which the right hon. Gentleman referred, the House might
like to know that in 1980 three Libyan dissidents were
murdered on the streets of London, but at that time there
was no proof of the involvernent of the bureau. None the
less, its secretary and two other members were declared
persona non grata and had to leave the country. No clear
link was established berween last month’s bombings and
the Libyan people’s burean. None the less, apart from the
four people who have been charged and whose trials have
yet to 1ake place, I have ordered the deporation of six
Libyans. What has now occurred is differemt in kind,
amounting w® a wholly unprecedented ouwage and
requiring this response.

Dr. Owen: Is the Home Secretary now prepared to
answer.

Mr. Speaker: Order. In fairness 1o the House. [ think
that one guestion is sufficient.

Dr. Owen: On a point of order, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker: Order. I will take points of order
afterwards, in fairess 10 the whole House, as many right
hon. and hon. Members wish to ask questions.

Mr. Eldon Griffiths (Bury St. Edmunds): Did the
Foreign Office pass to the Merropolitan police the advance
warning received that there counld be a violent reecuon if
the original protest march went ahead? Was it a police
decision or a poiitical decision that the “wait and wear
down” strategy should be terminared without resuit when
it had so ofien worked in the past?

How will the police satisfy themseives that no arms are
taken out of the mission if they may not examine the bags?
Is my right hon. and learned Friend now prepared to allow
the police. if in furere they suspect thar similar murder
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weapons are peing brought into this country in diplomatic
bags, to impound the bags at the port of enry pending
application o 2 magistrates court for a search warrant?
Finally, in view of the Libyans’ undoubted connection
with the IRA, will my right hon. and learned Friend make
it plain that the murderer of that Brirish police officer will
be expected to face justice elsewhere if not in this country?

Mr. Brittan: I am afraid that I couid not commend to
the House the change in the law suggested by my hon.
Friend, as it would be in breach of the Vienna convention
and, in the absence of internationat agreement, would not
be possible.

With regard to an advance warning, Libyans came to
the Foreign Office protesting about the demonstation to
take place the following day and speaking in terms of not
being responsible for the consequences. My hon. Friend
and the House should know, however, that such language
has been repeatedly used by the Libyans in thar context.
The House should aiso know that what was envisaged was
not a march but 2 demonswation. In a free sociery, Ido not
have power to ban demonstrations. Thar, too, is a factor
that the House will wish to take inio account.

As for whether the decision 10 end the “wait and wear
down” strategy was a police decision, all decisions taken
have been co-ordinared. I remind my hon. Friend of my
staternent tha it is the view of the police that, without the
co-operation of the people in the bureau, which has been
in no way evident, it does not seem possible that evidence
could be obtained which could sustain a criminal charge
in court for the murder.

Mr. Greville Janner (Leicester, West): Does the
Home Secretary accept that it is an abuse of the Vienna
deciararion and the ruies of diplomatic immunity to use the
diplomatic bag for the import or export of weapons? 1
accept that he cannot order diplomatic bags to be opened,
but will he give an assurance that, through X-raying or
other means not involving opening the bags, he will ensore
that no weapons are imponed in diplomatic bags, as he
well knows occurs, and that no weapons are now exported
to Libya in that way?

Mr. Brittan: The legality of X-raying is in question

and the overwhelming majority of states have not adopted .

such practices. Clearly. that is one of the questions that
will be raised in the review. It is certainiy an abuse of the
Vienna comvention to use the diplomatic bag for the
purposes to which the hon. and learned Gentieman refers,
but it is a featere of the convention to provide that various
forms of behaviour are breaches of the convention but not
10 provide any way to prevent such behaviour or to deal
with it when it has occurred. In addition to the doubtful
legality of X-raying diplomatic bags and the fact that it
wouid be contrary to the practice of the overwhelming
majority of states, I am advised that any such scanning
without opening or detaining the bag, which is plainly not
perminted, would be likely to be of very limited value in
determining their contents.

Mr. Nicholas Baker (Dorset, North): Does my right
hon. and learned Friend agree that in the review of the
matter that he will be conducting later, the right of foreign
nationals. warring or not. to demonstrate in our streets
should be considered?

\rlr Brittan: [ am not sure thar that is a marter for the
mwview of the Vienna convention. but those who. in the

tgT .
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context of recent| events. have doubrts about the rights of
foreign nationals|to demonstrate in our cities may wish to
consider whether they would have regarded it as
appropriate to ban dissidents from eastern Europe from
demonstrating dutside the Soviet embassy when

Afphanistan was|invaded.

Mr. Ron Brown (Edinburgh, Leith): As every efiornt
must be made to|prevent further bioodshed, why was the
Libyan political arr.aché prevented from meeting two hon.
Members on Sanrdaw-—-mysclf and my hon. Friend the
Member for Glasgow, Cenmal (Mr. McTaggart)? Is the
Home Secretary [aware that it has been alleged that the
Foreign Office took the view that it would simply muddy
the waters if Back Benchers became invoived? Is that the
case? ‘

Mr. Brittan: The hon. Gentleman is quite mistaken in

~-suggesting that r.hc gentleman concerned was-prevented

from seeing the hon. Gentleman and his hor. Friend. That
would indeed be|a breach of the Vienna convention and
we should not beja parry 1o that. What happened was that
the Libyan dlplOmat concerned ang the hon. Gentleman
and his hon. Fncnd were advised that, as we were engaged
in extremelv dehcate negotiarion at that stage In an attempt
to resolve the maner peacefully, it was not felt that a
meeting of that kmd would be conducive 1o the resolution
of the matter.

Mr. Michael| Mates (Hampshire, East): When the
immediate aftermar.h is over and the thugs who perperrated
this outrage are gon: from our shaores, will my nght bon.
and learned Fnend return to the House and give us full
details of the ammunmon and the weapons, which must
surely be found, used in the murder of WPC Fletcher? Is
he aware that some of us will wish to speak more fully
wher the time is ripe not only about the searching of
persons? Will he|give an absolute assurance that nothing
will leave the Libyan people’s bureau which could have
been used to perpetrate that outrage?

Will my right hon. and learned Friend combine
that—-

Mr. Sptmker-.| Briefly. -
Mr. Mates: [ am sorry, Mr. Speaker. This is a very
important marter]

Mr. Speaker* Order. Of course it is important, but
other hon. Members wish o take part.

Mr. Mates: I[“maﬂy, will my right hon. and learned
Friend, in concert with his colleagues, ensure that action
taken pending ﬂ:u: review of the Vienna convention, which
wx]ltakemanymomhsxfnmyeam‘toamend will be
concerted, alhe.d‘acuon to show that, convention or not,
behaviour of this kind simply cannot ‘be tolermted by
democratic peopie?

Mr. Bnttan On the last poimt, I welcome the
apporunity 10 make it clear to the House that we have
ralsedthmmatu:rwnhowfmndsmth:memanonal
commumtyandmatmresponsemourpomtsmanyof
them have expressed their support for the action thar we
have takenandthenhorroraxwhazoccuned My rght
hon. Friend the ane Minister has sent personal messages
10 cenain Heads of Government. Action most certainly has
been and will be taken in the internarional forum.

With regard 0 the more specific assurance sought by

my hon. Friend, he will appreciate that the Vieana
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convention applies and is currently par of our domestic
law. Therefore, 10 my deep personal regret, I cannot give
the assurance in the form that he seeks.

Mr. John Home Robertson (East Lothian): Will the
Home Secretary cornment on press reports that there were
warnings from intelligence sources about the possibility of
such an incident at the Libyan people’s bureau? Was any
such warping given and, if so, what action did the
Government 1ake?

Mr. Briftan: As the hon. Gentleman knows, it is not
the practice to give derails of imelligence matters of that
kind. I will say, however, that no specific information that
would lead us 1o believe thai such an incidenr would accur
when it did was in our hands before the event.

Mr. Patrick McNair-Wilson (New Forest): I warmiy
congratulate my. right hon. and -learned Frend on bis
handling of the affair throughout. Is he ar all concerned
that there may be incendiary or explosive devices within
the building, timed to explode after the Libyans have left?

Mr. Brittan: I am most grateful to my hon. Friend for
his kind personal remarks. The point that he has raised is
one which the police have well in mind.

Dr. M. S. Miller (East Kilbride): Will the right hon.
and jearmed Gentleman consult the Secretary of State for
Education and Science with a view to ensuring that Libyan
students in this country are genuine students?

Mr, Brittan: | am grateful o the hon. Gentieman for
making thar point. As I bave mentioned, those who are
here will find thar we reserve the right 1o consider the
question of their status,

Mr. Tam Dalyell (Linlithgow): Four years ago, some
of us raised during Question Time the issue of the abuse
of diplomatic bags. We were informed that the use of
electronic scanners was being considered. Where does the
Home Secretary get the informartion that scaziners are no
good at discovering whether the bags contain ammunition
and guns? I grant that it may be Jess easy to find out about
other matters, but surely guns and ammunition show up on
modern electronic scanners?

Mr. Brittan: I assure the hon. Gentleman that I spoke
not lightly but on advice when [ said that without opening
the bag or dewaining it—which is not permitted under
the convention—such scanning is likely to be of very
limited value in determining the contenis.

Sir Philip Goodhart (Beckenham): I deplore
dipiomatic terrorism, but does my right hon. and learned
Friend recogmise that most of the middie easi-related
disturbances on our sireets are caused by students from
centain middle easiern countries? Does my right hon. and
learned Friend have plans to screen the Libyan students
who are still here, with a view to removing those who have
close connections with Colonel Gaddafi’s regime?

Mr. Brittan: Removing students who are here would
have 10 be done in a responsible way. I have outlined what
I believe to be the right approach. 1 am considering
carefully any evidence that the presence of any individual
in this country—whether or not he is a smdem—is
against the natiopal interest. Whers I have reason to

believe that it is. I shall not hesitate w use my powers of
removat. :
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Mr. D. N. Campbell-Savours (Workington): Was the
right hon. and learned Gentleman’s reply to my hon.

Friend the Member for East Lothian (Mr. Home

Robertson) deliberately evasive? Is it pot mue that an
American satellite monitored a Transmission berween
Libya and Lordon requiring those at the people’s bureau
oot to react passively w0 any demonstration? Was that

informatiop communicated to the Government before the
demonstration took place?

Mr. Brittan: The hon. Geatleman may call my reply
evasive, but he knows perfecidy well thar in replying as I

did I was following the practice of Ministers in all
Governments on such maters.

Mr. George Walden (Buckingham): Many of us
welcome the news that Britain may pursue some revision
of the Vienna convention, but will my right hon. and
learned Friend agree that we must be realistic abour this
mafter? Some 140 or 150 conniries are involved, and the
process may take not montbs or years but a decade. What
are we to do meanwhile? Urgen: collective action on a2
European basis is required. This is a matter for political
will rather than for negotiation among 140 countries over
2 decade in the hope of improvements.

Mr. Brittan: 1 did not say that it was. I said that we
would look not only 2t the questiop of the adequacy of the
convention but also — this s relevant 10 my hon.
Friend’s question—at its operation and enforceability.
When that has been reviewed, my right hon. and learned
Friend the Foreign Secretary will consider whether to put
forward proposals for changes in the international
community. The way of proceeding which my hon. Friend
—with his experience in these matters—has suggested
will be one of the possibilities which my right hon. and
learned Friend will wish to consider.

Mr. Dennis Skinner (Bolsover): The magedy of the
killing of the young policewoman took place at a time
when 10,000 policemen and pelicewomen were being
used in our coal fields to arrest pearly 1,000 miners for 2
breach of the peace—r-

Mr. Speaker: Order.
Mr. Skinner: I am coming 1o the point.
Mr. Speaker: But it is wide of the subject.

Mr. Skinner: Will the Home Secretary bear in mind
that when this wragic dearh occurred, Libyan demonstrators
were being escorted to the picker line by a few policemen
and policewormen at a time when every man and dog in the
couniry seemed to know that a breach of the peace was
likely to occur? Is the Home Secretary aware that many
people 1n my constituency believe that the Government are
operating double standards angd have different priorities for
different sets of people?

Mr. Brittan: [ think that the vast majority of peopie

'in the country as well as of hon. Members will regard the

bon. Gentleman’s remark as not only irrelevant but
distasteful.

The trarh is that what occurred——

Mr. Skinner: [t could have been avoided.

Mr. Brittan: The demonstration was wholly pezceful.
and the policing of it presemed no problems whatsoeVer
uyntil the unprovoked shooting took place.

Several Hon. Members rose—
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Mr. Speaker: Order. i have a durv fo protect the
further business of the Housz. which is an Opposition day.
I propose to let questions on the siatement run for a further
seven minuies before I call the Front Bench spokesman.
I hope that during that time. if questions are brief. [ may
be able 10 call all those hon. Members who have been
rising.

Mr. Nicholas Winterton (Macclesfield): I fuily
commend and suppor the actions of the Government and
of my right hon. and learned Friend, and the bravery and
courage of the police. Would my right hon. and learned
Friend tell us what support we have had from the EEC and
the Commonwealth for our action against Libya, and what
action the rest of the civilised world will take 1o ostracise
Colonel Gaddafi and his dreadful regime?

Mr. Brittan: My hon. Frend will appreciate that
responses are not always immediate, especially when a

mragic event occurs during a holiday weekend. We have

received expressions of support from the United States
—very strongly—and from Ausmalia, Canada. Beigium
and Norway.

Mrs. Jill Knight (Birmingham, Edgbasion): Can my
right bon. and leammed Friend confirm reports that, for
manv years, Libyan representatives in this country have
fialy refused to adbere to diplomatic protocol — for
instance, by not having an embassy or an ambassador, and
strongly resenting having diplomats? If that is so, why
must we extend diplomatic immuniry o the Libyans?

Mr. Brittan: The position is not entirely as my hon.
Friend has outiined. The Libyan embassy began to call
itself a people’s bureau in 1979. Discussions with the
Libyan authorities made it clear that the essential functions
of the mission would remain unchanged. The same thing
happened in many other countries, which took the same
view as the United Kingdom of the essence of what was

going on.

Mr. Andrew Rowe (Mid-Kent): We have already
heard Colonel Gaddafi threaten the safety of British
citizens in Libya in retaliaton for any steps that the
Government may wish to take in this country. What can
the Government do o epsure that such biackmail will be
less effective in future than it may have appeared o be in
the past?

Mr. Brittan: As long as we maintain internationai
relarions, and as long as substaptial numbers of our fellow

countrymen — for good and proper business or other

reasons — live in other countries, there can be no
Suaramtee that evepts of this kind will not occur.
Fortunately, they bave been exwemely rare. The
Internationai community has invariably condemned them,
and appropriate action has been taken. However, if my
hon. Friend thinks that any guaraniee can be provided—
dnless everyone stays at home--] am afraid that he is
mistaken.

Mr. Cranley Onslow (Wokmg) While the whole
House must endorse the Govemment’s action and
understand the inhibitions on what the Home Secretary has
said this afternoon, does my right hon. and learned Friend
not think that the concern shown, both nationally and in
the Chamber this afternoon. suggests thar it would be
helorul 10 the Government if Parhamcm could be fully
mnvolved in the investigation of what has happened in this
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dreadful case?| Specifically. will he consider the
destrability of slcmnﬂ up a special Seiect Committes o
report on what might be done?

Mr. Brittan: [ am sure tha: my night hon. Frisnd the
Leader of the House will note that suggestion.

Mr. Ivor Stanbrook (Orpm“‘l:on} My right hon. and
learned Friend will know that in 1896 the London police
did not hesitate| to enter the Chinese embassy, there w
rescue Sun Yat|Sen who had been kidnapped and heid
there against h:s will. That being the case. many people
are deepiy dlsturbed about why the Brirish Government
have failed to take action against this so-called embassy
for so long when it appears to be a place for terrorist
operatons and is now a haven for a murderer. which
murderer will 20 scot free. As none of this was envisaged

by the framers of the convention, why is it 5o sacrosanct?

Mr. Brittan: My hon. Frend has asked why 1t is

‘sacrosanct. Om:+ reason which he as a lawver would. I

should have r.hought respect is that it happens to be pan
of our domesntic|law.

Mr. JohnButterﬁ.Il (Boumemouth, West}: [s my right
hon. and ]eanmld Friend aware thar, while many British
people welcome the contribution to academic life that
genuine foreign students make they are heanily sick of ths
activities of those who are not? Many of them seem
have as their pnmag purpose poiitical activity, some of
It subversive a.ﬁ:d as we have now seen, some of i
downright murderous. Will my right hon. and leamed
Friend consider making it a condition of entry for foreign
students that they confine their activities 1o the pursuir of
their academic srud:es'? Will he make it a condition thar
they be expelled if they involve themselves in political
activity?

Mr. Brittan: There is a difference between political
activities and violent activities. I assure the House thar. if
there was any suspicion that students were engaged in
viclent or subvérszve activiry, they would not be admitied
and that if ttlere| were any reason to believe that they were
admitted mtholut such suspicion and such suspicion
subsequently arose, they would be required to leave.

Mr. Kenneth Warren (Hastings and Rye): Will my
dght hon. and leamed Friend consider the fact that. next
Suenday, whep the Libyans emerge from the bureau. there
will be two categones of people—ihose with diplomatic
immunity and those with none? Is there any reason why
be could not| instruct the Mewopolitan Police 10
investigate, search and question those who do not have
diplomatic immuniry?

Mr. Skinner: They would if they wers miners.

Mr. Br;tta.n. My hon. Friend will recall what I have
said about the pohce s view of the prospect of sustaining
a criminal chargc He will take account of the overriding
need to get rid of a dangerous presence in the country and,
above all, hewﬂlrakeaccountofthc:mponamand
essential aim of securing “the safe rewrn of our diplomats
and their families in Libya when pursuing thar suggestion.

Mr. Teddy Taylor (Southend, East): May |
congratniate my right hon. and learned Frend on the
sensibie way m which be has handled this exmaordinariiy
delicate situation? Does he beiieve that there is a case. in
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the longer term. for amending the Public Order Act 1963
to give him and the Commissioner the same powers to
control static demonstrations as 1o control marches?

Mr. Brittan: We are examining that. As my hon.
Friend, with his knowledge of these matters, knows there
is a review of public order legisiation and the issue of the
control and regulation of static demmonstrations is certainly
one of the aspects of that review.

Mr. Bowen Wells (Hertford and Stordord): May [
congratutate my right hon. and Jearned Friend on the calm,
determined and responsible manner in which he has
carried out negotiations? Can he assure us that, on the

expiry of diplomatic immuniry, no precipitate action will -

be taken by the Government so as to make it ceriain that
our nauionals in Libya are not imperilled?

Mr. Brittan: [ am grateful to my bon. Friend for his
kind personal observations. I deeply hope that this matter
can be ended peacefully and that no more problems of thar
type arise. [ am anxious that the peopie in the bureau and
other Libyan diplomats should isave the country, that our
people should return safely from Libya and that it is
possible to ensore that the premises are sase. Those are our
obiectives. We shall continue 10 &ty 1o achieve them in a
calm and measured way.

Mr. Speaker: Point of order, Dr. Owen.

DPr. Owen: My point of order is more related to the
procedure of the House. I wish to ask another question of
the Home Secretary, if he would not mind, as he has
widened the statement 1o cover the responsibilities——

Mr. Speaker: Order. ] think thar the right bon.
Gentlemnan will fuily accepr that to use a point of order as
a method of asking an additional quesnon is very unfair
to other hon. Members.

Dr. Owen rose—-—

Mr. Speaker: I am very sorry, but I cannot allow the
right hon. Gentlemnan to do that.

Dr. Owen: Further to that, if the Home Secretary
comes to the House to answer questions relating ro his
bardling of the siege, I do not think it unreasonable to
expect thar he would not answer detailed questions relating
to the Foreign and Commmonwealth Secretary. He then
implied, generously, that he was prepared to do so, and
it is reasonable thar we should be abie to probe him on
some of those matters. He has already wideped his
statement to the issues to which [ have referred but did not
ask about in detail. My reguest is legitimate in that, when
you, Mr. Speaker, intend to ask the spokesman for the
Labour party 10 speak again, it is not unreasonable on
some of these issues that some of us may be asked—
[(Hox. MEMBERS: “No.™]

* <735 APRIL 1984

{Shooting Inciden:) 752

Mr. Speaker: Order. I judge from the reaction of the

House thar this is not a docrrine that would be generally
acceptable.

Dr. Owen: Mr. Speaker

Mr. Speaker: Order. [ must ask the right bon.
Gentleman, who is a very experienced Member of
Parliament, please do not abuse points of order by seeking
10 raise a second guestion, which, I think the whele House
would agree, he has no right to do. He has the same rights
as any other Back Bencher and [ cannot allow any further
points of order on this matter.

Dr. Owen: Further to your ruling, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker: Order. It must be on a different point of
order; I shall not allow the right hon. Gentleman o raise
a further point of order.on this matter.

Dr. Owen: | am just questioping the extent of your
ruling, Mr. Speaker. Is the extent of your ruling that po
second questions should be asked by anyone other than
those speaking from the Labour Opposition Front Bench?
If that is so, we should have it clarified.

Mr. Speaker: Order. The right hon. Gentlerman knows
that whai I said has been a convention of the House for
very many years and thar that is the present position.

Mr. A. J. Beith (Berwick-upon-Tweed): You have just
said, Mr, Speaker, that it has been a convention of the
House for many years that on ne occasion will 2 second
question be taken from anyone other than the Opposition
Front Bench. There are cases, which could be cited, of
your predecessors doing precisely that for my right hon.
Friend the Member for Tweeddale, Eurick and Lauderdale
(Mr. Steel), the Leader of the Liberal party, for the Leader
of the Social Democratic party and for others. As to the
matter of fact, | hope thar you will define your nuling in
such 2 way as not to deny what has happened for many
years and has been seen widely reasonably to reflect the
existence of other groups in the House with points of view
to put forward,

Mr. Skinner: Further 1o the point of order, Mr.
Speaker.

Mr. Speaker: Order. No.
Mr. Skinner: [ was going 1o give you some help.

Mr. Speaker: I can deal with it—I do not need any
help. Very frequently right hon. and hon. Members
disagree with the answers that they have received or,
having heard the answers, would like to expand on the
questions. If I were to accede 1o the suggestion of the right
hon. Member for Plymouth, Devonport (Dr. Owen) apd
the hon. Member for Berwick-upon-Tweed (Mtr. Beith) I
should have to accede to it for the leader of every other
minority parry in the House; I think that that would be
utterly unacceptabie 1o Back Benchers.

]
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3.44 pm

The Secretary of State for the Home Department
(Mr. Leon Brittan): With permission, Mr. Speaker, I
should like to make a further statement about matters
connected with the shooting incident in St. James’s square
on 7 April.

On 25 April, I reported to the House the facts of the
initial incident, and subsequent events up to the time of
that statement. Today I shall complete my repon of the
events, ] shail aiso deal with the public order issues
connected with demonstrations and state bow [ intend to
use my powers for the immigration control of certain
nationals in futrure. My right hon. and learned Friend the
Foreign Secretary will then give an account of our dealings
with the Libyan peopie’s bureau and the Libyan autborities
in Tripoli. He will also deai with the steps that have been
and will be taken in the diplomatic field in response to
those events.

On the aftenoon of Tuesday 24 April, Mr. Bagdadi, 2
member of the so-called revolutionary copumittee who had
pot been in the bureau at the time of the incident, was
deported. On Friday 27 April, Mr. Matouk, another
member of the revolutiopary committee, was also
deported.

On the evening of 25 Aprii, a representative of the
Libyan authorities, Colonel Shaibi, arrived in this country
to discuss the arrangements for the departure from this
country of those in the Libyan diplomatic buildings in
London. The discussions relating to that were aiso
antended by a Saudi diplomat as a representative of the
power nominated to fook after Libyan interesis here after
the breach of diplomatic relations. Colonet Shaibi pressed
that the Libyan authorities should retain the use of one of
their buildings after Sunday 29 April, but it was made clear
to him that all the official premises were to be closed from
Sunday night. The Libyans were also told that, after
midnight on 29 April, when the buildings ceased to be
diplomatic premises, the police would require to search
them to satisfy themselves that no weapons or explosives
were inside and that the buildings were safe. They were
told that a representative of the protecting power—the
Saudi Arabian Govermment—could be present if they
wished. They were informed that, as a matter of safety,
arrapgements would have to be made to ensure that those
leaving the people’s bureau building were unarmed; and
that they wouid be asked to answer questions to assist the
police in investigating the murder of WPC Flercher.

During the course of Thursday 26 April, the Libyans
removed their diplomatic bags from the burean building.
On the same day some 112 people comsisting of the
families of Libvan diplomats, as weil as some diplomatic
staff from the buildings other than that in St. James’s
square, left the counmy on 2 Libyan-Arab Airlines flight.
Late on the evening of Thursday 26 April, the detailed
deparmure arrangements for those ipside the bureau were
finalised. Those arrangements were put into effect on the
following day, Friday 27 April. The 30 people in the
Libyan people’s bureat left the building in groups of fve,
beginning ar about 9.50 am. After they had left the
building, the police made sure that they were not carrying
explosives or weapouns. The search was carried out by the
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use of elecrromic devices. The whole operation was
witnessed by representatives of the Saudi Arabian, Syrian
and Turkish embassies. -

The 30 people who came out of the building were then
driven, accompanied by the diplomatic observers, to the
Civil Service college at Sunningdale, where they amived
shortly before noon. After an inirial explanation of the
procedure to be adopied during the remainder of the day,
the police then proceeded with their inquiries, witnessed
by two of the diplomatic observers. The identity of each
of the Libyans was established by reference to their
passports and other documents. They were invited w
provide a full set of fingerprints, but declined to do sa.
They were then invited by the police to apswer a number
of questions. Each Libyan was questioned by two police
officers using interpreters where pecessary. Throughout
the whole of that process, the diplomatic observers were
free to go wherever they wished in the building. With the
questioning completed, aud the aircraft at Heathrow ready
10 return them to Libya, the group were escorted by the
police to Heathrow, immigration formalities having been
completed at Sunningdale. The aircraft left Heathrow at
7.30 pm. :

At 4,10 pm yesterday afternoon the police entered the
former burean building through the back door, which was
opened in the presence of a representative of the Saudi
Arabian embassy by means of a rifle shot. The building
was first examined by Royal Engineers and anti-terrorist
squad explosives experts who satisfied themseives that 1t
was safe, and was subsequently searched by amti-terrorist
squad police officers for evidential purposes. That search
is contipming. So far, two haod guns and a quantity of
ammunition have been discovered in the course of the
search of the former bureau premises. Firearms residue has

- been found on the carpet below the window from which

the weapon was believed to have been fired and a spent
cartridge case of the same calibre as the weapon used on
17 April has been found in the same room. Elsewhere in
the building, the police have found accessories for sub-
machine gans of the same calibre.

As I made clear last Wednesday, the view of the police

was that they. would not be able to obtain evidence to
sustain a prosecution for the murder of WPC Flewcher
without the co-operation of those concerned in the bureau.
None of the police inquiries since then, whether at
Sunningdale, St. James's square or elsewhere, or these
discoveries, have altered the position. The police remain
of the view that there is not sufficient evidence to sustain
a prosecution against any individual. Nope the less, they
are of the view that it is likely thar the murder was
committed by one of two people who were in the bureau.
Both of these possessed diplomatic immunity. They
therefore could not have been prosecuted wnder English
law even if the necessary evidence had beep available. The
questioning at Sunningdale and other evidence obtained
may well, however, provide information relevam to the
investigation of bombings in London and Manchestsr in
respect of which some people have already been charged.
The information obtained at Sunningdale continues to be
assessed.
" Since my last statement to the House, I have been
cousidering whether the law on demonswations and
marches, as it applies to such events held by foreign
nationals, or generaily. can helpfully be amended. Neither
the police nor I bave power 10 ban a sttic demonstration
in advance.
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Mr. Dennis Skinper (Boisover): Unless they are by
miners.

Mr. Brittan; However, the police already have
extensive powers, in pursuance of their duty to preserve
the peace, to reguiaie the conduct of demonstrations and
to prevent a demonstration assembling, or to disperse one
already assembled, if they bave reasopable cause to
believe that such action is necessary to preserve or restore
public order. As to marches, the Public Order Act 1936
provides powers to impose conditions or, if those will be
madequate, to ban the holding of public processions, in
order to prevent serious public disorder.

I undersmnd the feelings which ofien lie behind
suggestions that demonstrations and marches by foreign
natgonals should be subject 10 special conmols and,

possibly, prohibition. I-doubt, however, whether it would ... .
be right for either the police or the Government 1© be’

empowered to pick and cboose which demonstrations were
permissible and which were not, either in relation to the
nationality of those concerned or the subject about which
they were demopstrating. We should remember who
commirted the offence on 17 April-—the demonstrators
in St. James’s square were the victims, not the
perpetrators, of violence. But we must be cerain that there
are adequate powers 1o prevent waming factions from
fighting their batties on the streets of London, as the right
hon. Member for Manchester, Gorton (M. Kanfman) very
properiy said last week. The House will know that I have
in hand a comprebensive review of public order law,
including the issue of the contro] and regulation of static
demonstrations. The conclusion of the review, and the
announcement of the results, will now be expedited.

1 have aiso considered what additiopal immigration
measures can be taken, quickly, and within the presemt
rules, to bring home the fact that we are not prepared to
tolerate natiopals of other coumries bringing oo to the
streets of Britain violeuce for their own political ends. The
House will aiready be aware of the instractons that [ have
* given to my immigration officials in dealing with Libyans
following the break in diplomatic relations. I said then that
I would not hesitate 10 use my powers of removal or
personal certification if I were satisfied that there was
evidence that the presence bere of any individual was
against the national interest. I can inform the House that
I have today signed detention orders against a further six
Libyan natjonals whom it is intended to deport.

As far as Libyan nationals genmerally are concerned, a
nnmber of further restrictions will now be introduced for
axry who, ander the rules, might be considered for visas.
Visitors will receive permissions to stay of shorer
duration, adapted to the circumstances of each case;
measures will be taken to ensure that those admitted
observe the conditions imposed. Libyan students who
come to Britain must be bona fide students, and we expect
them to pursue their studies, not induige in violence. Yet
there is reason to believe that some of them have been
pronctodoJusttha:.Imtend therefore, to tighten up

immigration control affecting them. Any Libyan student
who quahﬁ&sforadm:smonunderthe rules will not
normaily be given permission to stay for more than ope
term at a time; anyone faifing to meet the requirements in
any respect will be refused an extension; each applicanon
or reapplication will be accompanied by stringent checks.
In particuiar, we shall have to be fully sarisfied that a
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student is in fact properly pursuipg a full-time course of
stdy. Similar restrictive ‘measures will apply fo other.
categories of applicant as the rules allow.

At present, forelgn natiopais are normally requned to
fegister with the police on arrival only if their period of
stay is more| than six months. In view of the
anpouncements| 1 have made, however, any Libyan
pational seekmgcnuylmderthesenewresmmonswilibe
liable to register with the police. There must be no

mxsundersundul:gbythosemvolvedofﬂ:esw:ﬁand
Serious consequences of future misbehaviour.
Libyannauonals required to register with the police
wﬂlheaskbdmm@adeclamnonrecogmsmgthe
consequences of their indulging in vielence for pofitical
reasons, andthenm:ennonnottodoso This document
mﬂbeafﬁxcdtothepohceregmnonform This should
alsobeawammgtothenauonalsofothercounmes [am
ready to apply similar restrictions” to others -who
demonstrabiy brmg into Bmam their own political
violence.
In setting ot these measures, which will be supporied
by appropriate|instructions 10 visa-issuing posts abroad, I
have been concerned not to undermine our tradition as a
country of safe mfugeandasylum No one from a counay
to which soch mstm:nons apply who wishes peacefully to
express his uews in public has anything to fear. But those
who abuse our hospitality with violence will cease to
Teceive it.

Mr. Willie W. Hamil:on(F:fe Central): Oz 2 point
of order, Mr. Speakzr I besitate to raise this point of order
nDW,buIIthmkﬂmn;smhernnponam I notice that,
ashashappemdbefore the hon. Member for Bury St.
Edmnnds(Mr Griffiths), who is a Back Bencher, has a
copyofthemmmadvance He has the statement in
hzspommlhavemuwdthxsonpmﬂousoccamons
klsweﬂ-knownmtheHousemazhclspazdbythcpohce
Ifhehasapre—copyof:hcstaxemenz it is a gross abuse
of the House.

- Mr, Spen![{er: 1 have to say that I know nothing about
that. '

Mr. Gerald Kauofman (Manchester, Gorton)

F O S Qe
Mr. Hamlilum Further——

Mr. Jam&s Tinn (Redcar): Further to the point of
order, Mr. Speekex Will you at least agree to look into the
mamrsothatncanbemgnlansed if anything irregular
has happemd"’

Mr. Speaker Yes, I will certainly do that. I think that
the same treamment should be accorded to all hon.
Members.

Mr. Kanfman rose~——

Mr. Sluimer Further to that point of order, Mr.
Speaker. In|view of the fact that many statements of one
hndoranutherammaﬂeonammmndeofsubjem and
thatdunngthepastsevemlweekssmememshavebeen
madeébom‘thcmining ingustry, and so on, is it possible
for the. Is.nms Members of Pardiament to get copies so
thaltheycanhaveadvancewmng and shounid not the
Lmdaofmeﬂonsegetupandexpmmsconducﬂ

Mr. Speaker We have a very heavy day in front of
us. I have atready said to the House that [ will look into
the matter.
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Mr. Alan Williams (Swansea, West): Further to the
point of order, Mr. Speaker. I do not ask for a starement
at this morment, but I think that, by the gdme thar we have
finished both staternemts this afternoon, the Leader of the
House shouid be prepared to make a statement to the
House on future conduct in this regard.

Mr. Kaufman: May I first thank you, Mr. Speaker, for
the response that you have made to the point of order put
to you by my hoo. Friend the Member for Fife, Central
(Mr. Hamilton)?

Her Majesty’s Opposition wish to congramlate the
police on the skill and courage that they have shown in
conducting the siege at the Libyan people's bureau, in the
efficiency of the actions which ended the siege and
relieved this country of the presence of those who had been
in the bureau, and in the potentially dangerous search of
the building.

That having been said, the fact must be faced by the
House that we all have suffered a national humiliation with
a woman police constable having been shot down in cold
blood, and her colleagues in the force obliged to escort her
miurderer in safety out of the country. By 17 April, those
consequences were upavoidable, but the British people
want to know whether that disaster, combined with a
personal and family tragedy, could have been avoided or
prevented and that any futore repetiion of such
upacceptable events can be prevented.

The Home Secretary said in his statement today that he
had completed his report to the House. He has come
nowhere pear doing so. Why was the Home Office so
compiacent about the activities of the bureau? The pofice
issued a warning on 1 March about the danger of Libyan
action. After the London and Manchester borbings a few
days later, why did 2 Home Office Minister tell the House
of Lords:

“As to the guestion of the bureaw, I understand that its
proceedings and stanes differ somewhat freth some of the other
diplomatic instiniions in this capital. But, at the moment, that
is not causing undue embarrassment.” -— [Official Report,
House of Lords, 5 Aprit 1984; Vol. 450, ¢. 795,

WPC Fletcher was murdered from that bunilding 12 days
later. Do the Government have any information about how
the weapon that killed her and other weapons got into the
bureau? Will the Home Secretary now te]l us whether a
telex order from Tripoli was intercepted the day before the
murder? If there was snch an order, when was it decoded?
Was it decoded in tme for it to constitute a warming in
advance of the demonstration or in advance of the
Heathrow bombing on 20 April? If there was such a
message, whar did it say? Did &t order that demonstrators
should be fired on? Did it order thar the police should be
fired on? Did it order that a bombing and sabotage
campaign should be launched? Did police surveillance of
the bureau during the siege overhear discussion as 1o how
the orders should be interpreted?

We are relieved to hear from the Home Secretary that
the Government do not contemplate taking powers to ban
the right of free demonstration in this country, as such a
ban would mark the wltimate victory of Colonel Gaddafi.

On whose advice did the police allow Libyans without
diplomatic immunity to leave the country? Was it on the
advice of the Foreign Office? The Home Office has been
less than clear about the position of [ibyans remaining in
this country. What about the Libyan nationais whormn our
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armed forces have been training? On 29 March the
Minister of State for the Armed Forces said in a wntten
answer: ’

“The training being provided in this case has been requested
comparible with British
defence imterests,” — [Official Reporr, 29 March 1984; Vol.
57, c. 296.]

Clearly, such compatibility no longer exists. Have all
those persons now been sent packing?

What about the 280 Libyan apprentices being trained
by British Airways at its training school and in workshops
and hangars and who are based at Heston, next to
Heathrow airport? Do they have access to the airport
itself? Many of them are said to be highly motvated
politically and all have the oppormuaity to carry out
dangerous sabotage operations. Are they being sent away?
Are there other trainees?

The Home Secretary in his statement today bas told the
House and the country linle of what they need and are
entitied to know. Only an indeperdent inquiry can aliay
public disguiet. Her Majesty’s Opposidon demand an
mdependent inquiry into the whole of this grave and
damaging episode. -

Mr. Brittan: On the first point, I am sure that the
House will wish to thank the right hon. Gentleman for his
kind remarks about the police. Indeed, I have said very
much the same thing on several occasions recently.

The right hon. Gentleman asked whether the whole
episode conid have been avoided. On the inrelligence
questions, I cannot add to what has already been said, for
rezsons given by mwy fight hon. Friend the Prime Minister
at Question Time today. Nevertheless, certain mateers can
be dealt with without breaching that. On the activities of
the bureau, the suggestion by the Libyan dipiomats that
they would not be responsible for the consequences if the
demonstrztion was pot prevented was enzirely in fine with
their general attitude of trying to muzzie demonstrations
protesting against the Gaddafi regime. There was nothing
special about the way in which it was put. I do pot think
thar the right hon. Geptleman, who has expressed strong
views about the right to demonstrate, would bave regarded
it as appropriate, even if it were possible, to ban the
demonstration on- the strength of representations from
Libyan diplomats, when it was on a very small scale and
easy 1o police.

With regard to the bombs 2 month or so earlier, as I
explained Iast week, there was po clear link between the
bureau and the perpetrators of those outrages. Four people
were arrested and are being prosecnted for what occurred.
A further six, against whom there was not sufficient
evidence to moum a prosecution, have been deported.
Even in the case of those six, & clear link was not
established between them and the burcan. In those
circumstances, I believe that the right hop. Gentleman is
showing that the greatest of his many quatities is hindsight
when he snggests that it might have been sensible or proper
to take exceptional measures in relation to ‘2 peaceable
demonstration.

The right bon. Gentleman asked whether 1 had any
information about flow the weapons got into the bureau.
1 am afraid that I do not have that information. He also
asked about Libyans undergoing traming with the armed
forces. I understand that two Libyan midshipmen who had
been studying at the Royal Naval college, Darmmouth,
have been told by the Ministry of Defence that their
training is at an end. I have therefore thought it right to
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curtail the duration of their stay, aod if they fail to leave
voluntarily. by 7 May they will be deporied. Three further
Libyans attempted to enter the United Kingdom at the
weekend to embark on a separate course for midshipmen
at Dartmouth, but the Ministry of Defence was no longer
willing to provide places for them on the course and they
were accordingly refused entry.

Sir Panl Bryan (Boothferry): Is my right hon. and
learned Friend aware—

Mr. Eanfman rose—
Mr. Speaker: Order. Not at this stage.

Sir Paul Bryan: Does my right hon. and learned Friend
agree that the British public are fully aware, from the
experience of several of our NATO allies who have
Libyans within their borders, that it is Impossible to
conduet pormal civilised diplomatic reletions with the
present Libyan Government? Is he aware that there is
therefore considerable admiratdon for the good sense and
effectiveness with which the Governmest bave dealt with
a sad and very tricky situation?

Myr. Brittan: I am grateful to my hon. Friend for his
words of support, which are deeply appreciated.

Dr. David Owen (Plymouth, Devonport): Is the Home
Secretary aware that many peopie hearing the statement
and the measures that be has now taken will feel thar this
is a case of locking the stable door after the horse has

boited—ormhat,beenesecmedoutoftheconmy?ﬁe_

will recall welling the House that it was

“pot the practice to give details of intelligence maters™,

He went on to say, however:

“no specific information that would lead us o believe that such
an incident would occur when it did was in our hands before the
event."—[Official Report, 25 April 1984; Vol. 58, c. 747.]
The right hon. Gentleman and the Prime Minister are now
refusing to explain what was meant by “in our hands”. In
"whose hands? A United States Administration official has
said that the Government obtained the information through
their own sources and not from the Americans. We are
entitled 1o know when that information was given and 1o
whom it was passed.

The reference to the Security Commission announced
to the House in January 1964 by the then Prime Minister,
Sir Alec Douglas Home, did not accurately record its terms
of reference. They were not changed by the procediges
anpounced 1o the Hounse in 1969 and are tailored exactly
to the present circumstances. On any reasonable reading
of what the Prime Minister and the Home Secretary have
said, there has been a breach of imelligence; the House is
entitled to an independent investigation by a source thar
will not prejudice the jmelligence services of this country
and will pot cause any anxiety to our friends or reveal to
our enemies information that they shouid not know,

Mr. Brittan: If the right hon. Gentleman today heid
the position of Foreign Secretary, which he once held, he
would not for a second be making such suggestions. My
right hon. Friend the Prime Minister made it quite clear
in her letter to the right hon. Gentleman that she was not
proposing to add to what [ had said on imelligence martters
in the House last week. That is a position I share.

Mr. Cranley Onslow (Woking): leaving aside the
obsession of the hindsight merchants and beadline hanters

ill
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on the Oppclsilion Benches with senmsitive inteiligence
mattersonwh;chnouscmlreponcouldbemdem
public—

Dr. Owen: It would not be in pubhc

Mr. 0nsk|)w. ——does pot my right hon. and learned
Friend agree that there is a role for a Select Committee of
the House to] help his Department and the Foreign and
Commonwmhh Office in their examination of the
immunities enjoyed by diplomats and the interlocking
qnesnonsofmerenna convention and the public onder
laws? Ifthatwmdom:,nwouldbehelpﬁu to public and
Paﬂ:amemalike Is not this a maner in which Parliament
should be able to play a full pan?

Mr. Bntta!n 1 entirely agree that there is absolutely no

dxsposmonordﬁnewhateveronmepanofme
Government | to  exclude the normal parliamentary

- procedures lookmgmtothxstypeofmaucr I know that my

right hon. andleameanendtheFomgnSecretarym]l
berefemngto someofthepomtsthatmyhon Friend has
just made,

‘Mr. Medynkees(Morleyanchcds South): Now
that acuon(has been taken against the Libyan
mprmmvesmdnscounn'ymthehghtofthedcmhm
St. Jmssqnare bas pot the time come to take action
ag:nstaﬂ:nrcomcswhmhg:vepasspommanyAmbs
ﬁ'omanypanoftheM:ddleEast,whetherornottheyarc
citizens, and‘whosea:ﬂmesmdulgemacmuesthazm
known to be against our interests? Before it is o0 late, let
usdosomctbmgabontnanonzlsofod:ercounmes as weil
astthibyans ;

Mr. Brma'm Dipiomatic 2ction is a matter for my right

hon. and leamed Friend the Foreign Secretary, who will
make a statement later. As 1o the suggestion tiat the
nanonalsofmyothermmamewehngtoenmrthe
Umtedegdomformfanouspurposes,Iknow tharthe
nght hon. Genﬂamanwﬂlaccepnhaxweshaubeveryalm
mtheneedformcrmedv@mmﬂmregardandthat
Wewzﬂnothcsnatetouseonrpowersalhomctoscekto
avert it.

Sn‘BernardBrame(CastlcPomt) While one
welcomes my right hon. and iearned Friend’s decision to
look again at the law on demonstrations, is not that largely
mlevamm.thxsmse,bearmgmmmdthefactthm,for
some time now, Libyao dissidents and Libyan students
genmﬂylwmgmdnscoumyhavcbeenmfwoftheu
hves"Thuehavebeennumcrousattacksmvolvmgdm
mdwommngsmonlyherehmmwes:emEmope When
lastweekmynghllmn and learned Friend referred to
therebemgmspec:ﬁc information about dangers if this
demnnsmnnwentahead did that not imply that there
was some mformnuon‘? Uniess these questions can be
answewdsansfamnlyonthef-‘loorofmeﬂome,doesnot
myngh.thon and learped Friend agree—I am entrely
with him in| his generally robust approach to the whole
matter —that there is 2 strong case for setting up an
mqmryoanvyCmmcﬂlorsorwhoevutoestabhsh
examlywhatthpengdandmenmthmuneverhappens
again? |

Mr. Brittan: I carmot add to what my right hon. Friend
&cPrmeMimsterhasmdabomwhyshedoesnonhmk
maxanmqun}'wonldhe:hemostuseﬁﬂwayforwam
However, mmanyothermspecmlwelcomewhﬂmyhou
Friend has said because—it is necessary to correct what




203 Libyan People’s Bureau (Closure)

[fMr. Brinanf

the right hon. Member for Manchester, Goron (Mr.
Kaufinan) said—with regard to static demonstrations I
expressed some reservations about the desirability or
feasibility of 2 ban. I did not say that it was excluded,
rather that it would be included in the review.

My hon. Friend raises a different point—threats o
dissident Libyans in this counwy. There is a great
difference berween bombings and matters of that kind and
demonstrations. Different considerations arise. Apart from
anything eclse, the objects of demonstrations—both for
those who take part in them and those who seek to oppose
themm — are open and public, whereas the essence of
bombings is that the cowardly people who perpetrate such
acuons hope that they will not be discovered. The handiing
of the two issues requires a different approach, and I am
glad that my hon. Friend has given me the opportuniry (o
ventilate thar difference. .

Mr. Andrew Faulds (Warley, East): Does the right
hon. and learned Gentleman accept that those of us who
have been working for the best pan of 20 years for better
relations with the Arab world are no less appalled than
everyone else by these appalling developments? Perhaps
we are even more disappointed and disturbed than most
other peopie. Do not the Government now consider it
advisable to mop up and expel the reponted 200 members
of revolutionary committees who are supposedly still at
work in Britain?

Mr. Brittan: As I am sure the House will appreciate,
the hon. Gentleman’s first remarks will be all the more
appreciated, given his stance in dealing with these marters.
As 10 mopping up and expelling 200 people, we must
proceed in an orderly amd lawful way, not in-
discriminately. Last week, I said that I would not hestitate
1o use my powers {0 deport those whose presence here
there was reason to believe would not be in the continued
interests of the United Kingdom. Obviously, in the
intervening pericd, I have dealt with the actual departure
of the members of the burean and related matters. None
the less, in that time we have found six people against
whom it has been possible credibly and responsibly to take
action. I shall not hesitate to do the same with any others,
however mumerons or few they may be, but I would be
reluctant to give an indiscriminate commitment in relation
t0 a number as large as 200.

Sir William Clark (Croydon, South): Is my right hon.
and learned Friend aware that the overwhelming majority
of the Bridsh people have the greatest admiration for the
way in which the police force handled the St. James’s
square affair? Is he further aware thar, given all the
difficuities surrounding the Libyan episode and bearing in
mind the number of British nationals in Libya, he has
earped the admiration of many people for the cool, calm
and restrained way in which he has handled it?

Having said that—[HON. MEMBERS: “Ah.”]—does
not my right hon. and learned Friend agree thar the right
of British people to demonstrate peaceably is inviolate and
sacrosanct and should be preserved? But surely it is high
time to look at the law of demonstrations. If non-British
characters want to demonsirate, they should do so not in
this country but in the country from which they came.
Whar is sauce for the goose is sauce for the gander,
because in ne circumstances would we as Britishers be
allowed to demonstrate in Libya.

iz
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Mr. Brittan: Ishareandapprecmte my hon. Friend's
remarks aboutthapohceandlamgrateﬁumh:mforh:s
kind remarks about my own handling of the matter. In the

context of what occurred last week, when thinking abour -
the right to demonpstrate one namrafly thinks about a-

particular sort of demonstration by people of particular
pationality. Although we shall jook imto the whole
question of static demonstrations, I ask my hon. Friend to
consider whether he would wish to be associated with a
change in the law that would make it impossible for
Russian dissidents to demonstraie outside the Soviet
Embassy, however appallingly the Soviet Govemment
behaved. We should want to think long and hard before
doing thar.

Mr. A. J. Beith (Berwick-upon-Tweed): Why, given
the known threats to Libyans living in this country, were
centain Libyans knmown to be closely associated with
Colonel Gaddafi allowed 10 remain bere on student visas
when it was well known that they had not enrolled for, or
had not taken part in, the courses for which they were
originally admimted? In particufar, why was Abdul
Bagdadl who has since been deporied, allowed to remain
ir this country for so long when he had pot taken up the
course for which he had been admitted?

Mr. Brittan: It is important that we should have more
information on whether students are doing what they came
here to do. It is exactly for that reason that I have tightened
up the regulations affecting Libyan students. I know that
the hon. Gentleman is proud of his concemn for civil
liberties. There is no doubt that tightening up on swdenis
in thar way, quite apart from imposing additional burdens
on the police and immigration authorities, would mean a
more Testrictive regime. It is not something on which one
can embark lightly. I have done it in this case, and I shall
not hesitaze to do it again. However, other considerations
are also relevamt. -

Mr. James Hill (Southampton, Test): Can my right
hon. and learned Friend say a little more about the problem
of immigration control? Is not one of the great weaknesses
that the sophisticated terrorist bas the oppormunity 1o go to
apy part of the world and to travel on any airdine under
almost any identity? Is mot one problem our ineffective-
ness in jdemtifying such people when they pass through
immigration control?

Will my right hon. and leamed Friend examine the
question of diplomatic immunity? The British public are
extremely womried that anmy crazed person with a
diplomatic passport can kill at will.

Mr. Brittan: The question of diplomatic immunity and
its consequences are matters for my right hop. and learned
Friend the Foreign Secretary. I know that he will want o
deal with them when be addresses the House later.

Mr. Jack Ashley (Stoke-on-Trent, South): I do not
want my question to be misunderstood by the House. I
share the sense of ourrage feht by all hon. Members, and
Iamappaﬂadbywhaxhashappened I support the Home
Secremry I the strong actior that he has tzken.
Neverdmlms,maylwmofthedangersofthzs
degenerating into 2 witch hunt against all Arabs in Britain?
We are right to take action agrinst those who are a threat,
but let us maintain a sense of balance and not be dragged
imo a witch bupt. The Home Secretary is right in the steps
that be has taken, but let us not go too far and 100 wide
on this issue.
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Mr. Brittan: I assure the right hon. Gentleman that
there will be no witch hunt. The measures that I have
anpounced are controlled, limited and designed to deal
with the particular objectives. As I explained in the answer
to the hon. Member for Warley, East (Mr. Faulds)—
whose sympathy for the Arab cause is unrivalied—we
shall not initiate a general sweep-up. However, [ shail deal
with those against whom there is material evidence to
show that their continued presence mBruam:sagmnstthr.
public good.

Mr. Peter Bminve_ls (Leicester, East): I welcome my
right hon. and learned Friend’s statemnent that there will
be satisfactory control of ail Libyan sudents, and that they
will have to report reguiarly to the police. What will he
do to ban and maintain the keeping out of all Libyan
diplomats and the 1! so-called diplomats to ensure that
they .can never return to Britain?

Mr. Brittan: The immigration officials will be given
the information necessary to secure that objective. Anyone
in that category who is tempted to retnrn must bear in mind
that the immunity extended bas now expired and thar they
are open o amest, investigation and, i necessary,
appropriate prosecution. ’

Mr. Tam Dalyell (Linlithgow): Since his last
statement, has the Home Secretary had any oppormuity to
double-check the technical advice that he was given that
electric scanners and magnometers are not much use in
detecting guns and amrunition in a diplomatic bag? If his
advice is correct, what on earth are we all doing checking
in our bags at Heathrow?

Mr. Brittan: The answer is that either the hon.
Gentieman has secured very special privileges from the
airlines that he pattonises, or his bag is significantly
differen: in size from that of many diplomatic bags, which
can amount to actual crates. Whether on diplomatic and
other grounds it is appropriate to X-ray diplomatic bags is
a matter for my right hon. and learned Friend the Foreign
Secretary — [Inzerruption.] 1 am answeting the hon.
Gentleman and it is a poimt well worth noting.

The efficacy of such an action is 2 matter with which
I can deal. ] am advised thar modern X-ray equipment is
highly efficient in detecting the presence of metal objects
in a2 bag. If a weapon was the only metal object in a
diplomatic bag, it would be possible to identify it. It would
be naive to suppose that those intent on importing weapons
would not seek to disguise their presence by, for example,
enclosing them in metal containers whose mmage on an X-
ray screen might appear to be wholly innocuous. The
success of such scanning relies on the abiiity to open bags
to distinguish berween innocent metal objects and those
more sinister. The prohibition on the opening of
dipiomatic bags leads us to the conclusion that scanning
procedures would be of limited valne.

Mr. James Couchman (Gillingham): In the Light of the
unhappy events in 5t. James’s square, is my right hop. and
learned Friend satisfied that the police have access to
adequate suppiies of equipment and weapons to comtrol
such events? Is he satisfied that the police whose dury it
is to protect dipiomatic premises have adequate access to
the equipment necessary for such duties?

Mr. Brittan: [ am not aware of any inadequacy. If
anyone suggests that, I shall be happv 10 look inwo the
marter.

i13
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Mr. D. N Campbeil-Savonrs (Workington): How can
the Governmgnt claim security issues in defence of what
has been descﬁbed by my hon. Friends as a'cover-up? Is
it not well known that transmissions from HMS Conqueror

- 'were sentto‘GCHQdunngtheFalkiandsd]spme as was

the case with transmissions from the United States during
that dlspute"| ‘Were not those egually security issues? What

is the dlffer?nee on this occasion?
Mr. Bnﬁan 1 am not proposing to deal with questions

relanngmthe Falkland Islands, nor have I anything to add
to what T have already said about the intelligence aspects
of this maner.

Mr. Ell‘.lllill Griffiths (Bury St. Edmunds): Reverting
to my right hon and jearned Friend’s detailed statement,
does not the forens:c evidence that has now been obtained
from the bureau—-thc firearms, residue and powder
stams—show clearly that Yvonne Fletcher was the first
Bnnshpohce officer to be murdered by 2 diplomat to
whom the Foretgn Office had given accreditation? What
compensauon does the Foreign Office contemplate giving
to her fam:.ly’? '

- Onthe quesuon of the two diplomats, one of whom the
police beheve was the murderer of the police officer, as
andwhznthcycznldcnnfyhlmorher—aslbeheve
they wﬂl—do the Govemnment intend 10 seek to ensure
thazthmpersonxsputonmalmLibyafonhemmder or
thazthatper'sonsemdmonlssoughtsothaxheorshe

toay be u:led| for murder in Brtain?
Mr. Bnttan I am afraid that we do not have

emdmonamngemenrswnhl_ibya A mial in Libya
wouldbeamauerforthel.ibyanamhonnes.anﬂallhon
Members wﬁlhave their own views about the likelihood
ofsuchamaltakmgplaceandnsprobable outcome.

'Ihequesnonofcompensanonﬁ'omtheFomgBOfﬁce

zsamaner‘formynghthon and learned Friend the

Foreign Secrletary

Mr. Slnnner Will the Home Secretary guarantee that
no defence cemﬁca:es are being issued for the sale of arms
te Libya, and that no defence certificates will be issued in
fumre?

Mr. Bnttan We shall not embark upon any new
defence contract with Libya, and existing contracts will be
Teviewed.

Mr. Robin Maxwell-Hyslop (Tiveron): Should we
not draw a d:suncnon between the expression of opinion
in the med:a by foreign nationals either resident in or
visiting Bmam and political demonstrations in our streets
by foreign nanonals which is a2 wholly different matter
and mvolves police protection for both public order and
the persons concerned? Does not the tradition of asylum
in most c:tvﬂ:sed countries carry with it an abstention from
politicaj acuvuy by those who have been granted the right
of asylum? (

Is this not an historic tadition in civilised countries?
Should not the Home Secretary consider carefully whether
the transmon from expression of opinion in the media to
demonsu'auononﬂ:cstreetsmnotahcenoetothose
grantedthehospna.htyot'rhlscounn'y which has no real
basis in our’hxstory or in normal international practice?

Mr. Brittan: Asylum is 2 technical term governed by
maemanonal agreements, and the vast majority, if not all,
of those who have been engaged in demonstrations are not
people who have been gramed asylum. I shail, of course,
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take into account my hon. Friend’s views in the review of
public order legislation on which we have embarked. I still
bave grave reservations about making a distinction
berween rights and freedoms that are exercisable by our
nationals and ones exercisable by those foreign pationals
who have a legal right to be in this country.

As we are talking about political demonstrations, I must
say that politics comes into it. If a large pumber of eastern
Enropeans had been amested for demonstrating outside the
Russiapn embassy when the Soviet Union invaded
Afghanistan and I had said that that was exactly as it
should be because they had no business to engage in such
demonstrations, I do not think that I shouid have had much
support either from the Benches behind me or those in
front of me.

Mr. Greville Janner (Leicester, West): The House
will have poted that the right hon. and jearned Gentleman
said that those leaving the Libyan peopie’s burean were
individuailly searched by electromic means. Was he
informed that that was in accordance with the Vienna
convention? If so, why would it not alse have been in
accordance with that copvention to have searched
electronicaily the bags that left the embassy 1o try to avoid
the outrageous export of the weapon used to murder the
woman police constable?

Mr. Brittan: [ am advised that the personal search,
conducted in the way that I described, was permitted under
international and domestic law. As for electronic
scanning, I explained in answer to the hon. Member for
Linlithgow (Mr. Dalyell) why I did pot think that would
be 2 practical advantage. On the legality of the practice,
I explained last week that there were two views, but that
theoverwhelmmgstarcpmcuce,apanﬁ'omthelegahtyof
it, was pot to epgage in it.
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Mr. Kaufman: Is the Secretary of Stare aware that, if
the Government take fresh powers to ban demonstrations
by foreign natiopals, they will be conceding to Colonel

"Gaddafi the very objective that the St. James's square

shootings were intended to achieve? The right hop. and
learned Gentleman gave no answer to my question about
the 280 apprentices being mained by British Airways.
What is being done abont them?

Above all, why is the right hon. andieamedGemleman
so stubborn and recaicitrant about providing information
on the telex order from Tripoli, alleged to have been sent
on 16 April? I it was sent, the Libyans know what was
in it. The press—The Times, the Sunday Telegraph, the
Daily Mail and other newspapers—have been full of
references to it. if this House and the country are to be
deprived of the truth about it, mapy people will come 10
the conclusion that the Goverment must be engaged in a
cover-up. Only an independent inquiry can set the minds
of the public at rest.

Mr. Brittan:Inanswertothexight hon. Gentleman’s
last point, I have to say again that I have nothing to add
to whart the Prime Minister said. It does not seem 1o me
that the fact that various allegations have been ventilated
in various newspapers makes the consideration of security,
which the Prime Minister explained at Question Time, any
the less appropriate or valid.

Regarding demonstrations, I am grateful to the right
hon. Gentleman for giving me advance notice of the view
that he and his party will take on this aspect of the matter,
and that will be given appropriate weight.

British Ajrways has received apprentices from Libya
for some years, purely as a commercial arrapgement. If 1
have anmy reason whatever to think that any of those
apprentices are engaged in actvities comtary to the
national interest, I shall act towards them in the same way
as | shall act towards any other Libyans.
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Libya (Diplomatic Relations)

4.35 pm

The Secretary of State for Foreign and
Commonwealth Affairs (Sir Geoffrey Howe): With
permission Mr. Speaker, ] will deal with the foreign
relations aspects of the subject on which my right hon. and
learned Friend the Home Secretary bas just made a
statement.

The so-called Libyan people’s bureau dates back to 2
September 1979. At that time, a series of self-styled
revolutionary comimnittees took over Libyan embassies in
London and in at least eight other western European
capitals. Afier long mnegomiatons with the Libyan
authorjties, we and the other Western Govermments
concerned, working together. in June 1980 recogmised one
official in each peopie’s bureau abroad as equivalent to 2
head of mission. At the same tme, we and the other
countries agreed to treat the people’s bureaux as
diplomatic rmissions.

During this period, Her Majesty’s Government took
firm action against those Libyans who infringed our laws.
In June 1980, Mr. Musz Kusa, the newly accredited
secretary-general of the Libyan people’s burcau, stated
publicly his approval of the killing of Libyan dissidents in
the United Kingdom. On the following day, my
predecessor required him to leave the country forthwith,
With the co-operation of the Home Secretary, three other
Libyans were also expelied.

In November 1980 the two children of a2 Libyan
dissident were poisoned in Portsmouth. As a result of that
crime, four Libyans—none of whom had any diplomatic
stams—were convicted and sentenced to long terms in
prison. In purported retaliation, the Libyans expelled three
members of the British embassy staff in Tripoli and an
attempt was made to burn down the embassy building.

Throughout the next three years, the behaviour of the
Libyans remained unpredicrable and sometimes very
difficoit. On many occasions, the Libyans made hostile
threats in characteristically inremperate language. There
were, however, no further incidents of comparable gravity
to those of 1980.

Then, in the middle of February this year., a group
calling jtself the committee of revolutionary students
announced that it had taken over control of the Libyan
people’s bureaun in London. Since that date, no member of
the pew revojutiopary committee, nor any other Libyan,
has been given any form of diplomatic stams. We made
It plain 1o the Libyans, both in London and Tripoli, that
uniess and until they took steps to establish a customary
diplomatic mission, we would not be willing to deal with
them on a normal basis.

On 10 and 11 March there was a series of bomb

" explosions ip London and Manchester. In close

consultation with the Home Secretary, and with the police
and prosecuting authorities, those events were thoroughly
mvestigated. Foor Libyans are now in custody awaiting
Itia] on serious charges. Six more were depored by the
Home Secretary.

I must emphasise that none of these people had any

. form of diplomatic immunity, and that there was no firm

¢vidence linking the people’s bureau with those incidents.
Nevertheless, I made it clear on 11 March, both in London
and Tripoli, that the use of British territory for acts of
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teronisin by any foreign group was totally unacceprable.
and thar any repetition of incidents of that kind was bound
to have a serious effect on our rejations.

I now come to the period immediately before the
murder on 17 April. Around midnight on 16 April two
members of the Libyan people’s burean came to the
Foreign Office. They told the duty officer that they had
COme to protest against 4 demonstration to be heid next
morning and to say that the Libyans would not be
responsible for its consequences. This informatior was
immediately passed to the Home Office and the
Metropolitan Police, which both aiready had knowledge
of the planned demonstration. Our ambassador in Tripoli
was also summoned after midnight that day to hear a
similar message from the Libyan Government that they
would not be responsible for the consequences.

As my right hon. and learned Friend the Home
Secretary toid the House on 25 April, such language has

" been repeatedly used by the Libyans in that context. The

House should know that such night-rime summonses were
by no means unusual in Tripoli. When the ambassador
commented that threats of violence did not impress the
British Government the Libyan official said that no direct
threat was intended.

The foliowing day we were confromted with an
unprecedented act of violence conducted from the
dipiomatic prermises in the heart of London. My right hon.

 and learned Friend bas reported on the events which

enstued and on the action subsequently taken. I shouid like
to add to my own profound expression of sympathy to the
family of Yvonpe Fletcher, who so tragically lost her life.

As my right hon. and learned Friend has atready told
the House, the expuision of the staff and occupants of the
Libyan people’s burean was compieted or 27 April. On the
same day our own embassy staff and families were also
safely withdrawn from Tripoli- I should like to pay tribute
10 the calm and courageous way in which the ambassador
and his staff, and their families, have conducted
themselves throughount. T should also like to express our
thanks to the Italian Government for agreeing to act as
protecting power. .

The House will wish to know that the embassy premises
in Tripoli, which are the property of the Libyan
Government, have been cleared of all classified material.
The premises are now in the hands of the Iltalian
Government as prowecdng power. The Libyan auvthorines
have conducted a search of the premises. I have so far
recejved no report that any damage has been done.

We have made it clear 1o the Libyan anthorites that we
bold them respomsible for guarantesing the continued
safety of the British communiry. Two British embassy
officials pave remained behind to man the newly
established British interests section of the Italian embassy.
Their first task has been to continue to press for the release
of those British citizens who are unjustifizbly detained in
Libya. The Italiap ambassador yesterday reinforced the
urgent represenrations which had already been made on
numerous occasions by our departing ambassador.

We are urgently reviewing all existing contracts for the
supply of defence equipment to Libya. There can be no
question of allowing any fresh exports of that kind. As my
right bon. and learned Friend has told the House, we have
also terminated the training of two Libyan officer cadets
at Dartmouth. ’

These brutal and pmprecedemted events underline
dramatically the changed world in which we now five. The
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implications of international terrorism, of course, spread
far beyond the diplomatic field. In this recent case in
London the basic problem arises from conflict between
those supporting the Libyan regime and those opposing it
We cannot, and will not, permit foreiga countries 10 export
their imternal disputes to the streets of London in this way.

My right hon. and learned Friend the Home Secretary
and ] maintain close co-operation, which we have had
throughout, to deal with this threat.

I tarn now to the questions most directly concerned with
diplomatic relations. As my right hon. and leamed Friend
the Home Secretary told the House last Wednesday, [ bave
instituted .a full review of the Vienma convemtion, its

operation and enforceability. I shail report thie outcome of

this review to the House. The Select Commuttec on
Foreign Affairs may well wish to study the same question,
which I would welcome.

But it is not enough simply 1o await the cutcome of the
review. We are therefore taking immediate unpilateral
action to strengthen contro] over the operations of foreign
missiops in this counry.

The uitimate sanction is of course the complele
severance of dipiomatic relations, as has been done in the
present case. But this is an action that should be taken only
in the plainest possible case. This‘is not a question of
diplomatic nicety. This concerns the way in which Her
Majesty’s Government discharge their responsibility for
the protection of many thousands of British subjects who
live their Iives, often in the furtherance of Britain's
worldwide trading interests, in every corner of the globe.
In all too many places, the conditions which they bave to
face are anything but safe. It is precisely in such places that
the prowection of Her Majesty’s Government is most
Decessary.

There are up to IOMOBnmsmsmmmhbya Itis
the second largest Western European community in that
country.

I recognise very plainly the anger that every British
citizen must feel in the present case. | share that sense of
anger. That is one good reason why decisions of this kind
shouid be taken only after a full and proper appreciation
of the interests of our country and our citizens around the
world. This explains why the severance of diplomatic
relations is such an exceptional event. No British
Government have done this previously in response to
abuse of immuniry.

The House may be interested to compare our reactions
to Libyan provocation with those of some other counturies
in a simijlar phgh: The United States embassy in Tripoli
was bumt down in December 1979, yet it was not until
1981 that diplomatic reiations were suspended. Even then
they were not broken.

The French embassy in Tripoli was burnt down in 1980.
Libyan and French troops to this day confront each other
in Chad. Yet diplomatic reiations continue. In the case of
morethanonecaunnytheLibyanshavetakenhostages
who have been exchanged for convicted Libyan prisoners
without provoking a break in diplomatic retations. The
British response in the present case has been stronger than

that of any other country in comparable circumstances.

1t is obviousiy right 1o consider whether dther measures
short of a break in diplomasic relations may be appropriate
on such occasions. It has, for example, been asked
whether sffective measures can be adopled o prevent
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abuse of the diplomatic bag withour requiring any
amendments to the Vienna convention. The conveption
provides that dmlomnc bags shall

“not be opened or detained”.

The question ?f scanning bags is not expressly covered.
There max*gumentwhemy:hlszspermmedornot The
practice of neariy all states is, in fact, not 10 scan. Our own
practice hitherto has beep never 1o allow our own bags to
be scanned, nor(to scar the bags of others.

This topic is| currently on the agenda of the United
Nations Internanonal Law Commission. We have more
than once cons:dered whether any change of practice is
desirable. Any sueh change would inevitably take place on
a reciprocal basas We have 10 decide in these cases how
best to protect Bnnsh ipterests, in particular the securiry

of our essential | communications. Another sanction is the ..

expulsion of an}'r diplomar who abuses his status.

Weeantakeszmﬂaracmnagamstothersmffofa
diplomatic nnssmn who do not have full diplomatic status
but nevenheless enjoy immunity. Normally we take such
action whers there is evidence of persopal conduct
incompatible with diplomatic status. From pow on, we
shalt goﬁnther'WeshaHbereadytousethxspowerasan
exemplary measure against any mission that the
Government halve good reason to believe is responsible for
unpacceptable acnvnles in this country.

We also have the power to set limits to the size of
diplomatic mxslsxons and to refuse to accept as having
diplomatic status any premises of a mission which are not
in our view being used for diplomatic purposes. We now
face a wider threat from internarional terrorism. We shall
mothesmtetouseuurpowersmpmvemtheabuseby
missions of their diplomatic status in connection with
terrorist actmqes

We have ourselves decided upon this action in response
o the ehangmg threat of international terrorism. But we
do not proposem!&vethematterthere I have already
msedthexssuemthourEumpeanpanners and shall be
pressing it again at the Foreign Affairs Council in Brussels
next week. My right hon. Friend the Prime Minister
intends also 10 raise the quesnon for consideration at the
London ecopomic summit in London in early June. The
most effective answer to international terrorism is
international |

action taken collectively by the major
countries. We| have taken the firmest action so far of any
country faced with these threats, and shall continve to
press for similar action on an international basis.

Mr. Denis|Healey (Leeds, East): Both The Times and
the Daily Telegraph bave described the episode to which
the Foreign Secretary and the Home Secretary have
addressed themseives as a humiljating defear for Britain.
1 think thar that must be the view of the majority of hon.
Members on both sides of the House—{[Hon. MEMBERS:
“No.”] I think that the Forcign Secretary and his
predecessors must accept a large share of the responsibility
for this humiliation. The miserable story that the Foreign
Secresary has|recounted would, in 2 more robust age, have
been regarded as grounds for impeachment.
{Interruprion.]

ThePoreténSecretaryhasmadeuclea:inhissmemem
that, since the end of 1979, the leya.n Government
changed the stams of its diplomatic mission into that of 2
people’s bureau. That mission has been the centre for
Ol'gamsmgcnmmalactsagmpeoplehvmgmlhlh
counrry, many of which have led to deaths by poison, by




r.,--

TMAY 1984

[

13 Libyva (Dipiematic Relations)

bombing or by gunfire. In 1980, President Gaddafi
compiled a list of opponents livicg in other countries who
were marked down for murder. In that vear he sent death
squads roving the counties of Europe and the middie east
to carry out these sentences of death. The first victims in
Britain, as the Foreign Secretary told us, led o the
expulsion of the head of the people’s bureaw and cerntain
other Libyans.

A couple of years later, it was discovered that the
weapons used in the killing had been soid 10 the murderers
by a British arms dealer for £80,000. No public attention
was drawn to that fact. The arms dealer simply received
2 fine of £4,500, yet the people’s bureay continued its
actions.

In 1983 Mr. Sodami, with three other members of the
bureau, organised 60 activist students fiving in this country
to exercise surveillance over opponents of the regime
among the Libyans living here. They established liaison
with extremist groups such as the Workers Revolutionary
party, for which they are thought to have provided money.
No action was taken against Mr. Sodami at that time by
the Government.

A few months later in February 1984, a coup occurred
inside the mission. On that occasion, the Foreign Secretary
called in some people who, I presume, were earlier
members of the burean. He made it plain in London and
Tripoli:

“Unless and untl they took steps to esmablish a customary
dipiomatic mission, we would not be willing 1o deal with them
on a normal basis.”

The Government, bowever, comtinned to deal with the
mission on a normal basis. A few weeks later, a series of
bomb explosions occurred in Loaodon and Manchesier in
which 23 persons were injured. The response of the
Foreign Secretary on 11 March was

“to make it clear that rerrorism by any foreign group is totally
unaceeptable and any repetitions of incidents of this kind are
bound to have a serious effect on ouer melarions.”

The Foreign Secretary has often been described as having
a laid-back style, but I suggest that this response 10 the
bombings in Londom and Manchester was positively
horizontal. According to the Foreign Secretary’s account,
a few weeks later he was warned by our embassy in Tripoli
and the Libyan bureau in London that violence was likety
o atend the demonstration before Easter. The police were
told, but the implicaton of the Foreign Secretary’s
statemnent is that they were warped not to take those
warnings seriously. The police were allowed to police the
demonsiration with an unarmed policewoman who stood
during the demonstration with her back 1o the bureau.
The Foreign Secretary’s behaviour throughout those
four years, as he has described it to us, is pot the first
£Xample of a failure 1o act on informartion available not
through intelligence sources but through the press and the
dublic. A Select Commitiee recently accused the right
2on. and jearned Gentlernan of lethargy in a similar matter
mvolving Grenada. I suggest that his behaviour towards
the Libyan bureav in London showed cataleptic stupor.
Waming after waming and act after act were totally
Incompatible with the position of any dxplomanc mission

In this country, and yet no effective action followed at any
lime.

¥ir. Cranley Onslow (Woking): On a point of order.
“Ir. Speaker. Are we not reaching the poimt when a
‘uestion might be asked?
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- Mr. Speaker: A very heavy day is in ont of us. This
is an importani statement, but I hope that we can contain
gitestions reasonably.

Mr. Healey: The Foreign Secretary read out 17 pages
of a statemem. [ assure the House that, unless [ am
interrupted again by Conservative Back Benchers, I shail
take no longer than the right hon. and learned Gentleman
did in putting these points.

Does the Foreign Secretary really believe that we can
allow diplomatic missions 1o behave in that way? Libya
is not the only mission that has behaved in that way in
recent years. The Irapian mission in Londen has been
acting as a centre for harassment and in some cases has
organised the beating-wp of Iranmian swdents in various
cities. The same is true of the Iragi embassy. The South
Africap embassy has been allowing irseif to be used as
headquaniers for the operation of the South African secret
service againsi opponents of the apartheid regime in this
courmyy.

1 shall discuss some of the facts that have come to light
in this crisis. The other day the police told the Daily
Telegraph that an arsenal of weapons existed in the
bureau. We learned from this morning’s newspapers that
those weapons inciuded gelignite. Why were 11 occupants
of the burean, who did not enjoy diplomatic immunity,
sent back 1o Libya without any anempt having been made
to establish whether they had shown complicity in the
abuse of diplomatic status and in the murder? A moment
ago, the Home Secretary told us that the police suspected
that two members with diplomatic immuniry were
responsible, but the police did not know. When the men
were sent back, the police had not completed their
inquiries. They had not interviewed the person shown the
other day on the television whe was behind the
policewoman when she was murdered. The police had not
examined the embassy. It is clear from what the Home
Secrerary told us that a2 good deal of evidence was
discovered during the examination.

There can be lintle doubt that some of the 11 occupants
might have been invotved in the accumulation of weapons
in the embassy. No attempt was made 1o hold those
people. The only excuse offered, under cover, by the
Foreign and Commonwealth Office is thar it was
frightened that, if we had taken any acrion against anmy
abuse of diplomatic privilege by those peopie who did not
enjoy immupity, some action might be taken in Libya
against British citizens.

Does the Foreign Secretarv agree thai that argument is
an igvitation to blackmail? It is simply telling amy
Government that, if they wish to murder people in Britain
or to commit crimes against people in this connoy, they
will get off scot free by threatening o do something to
British civilians living and working in their country. That
is precisely the action the Government have forsworn in
the case of kidnapping. The Foreign Secretary’s behaviour
in allowing those 11 occupants of the embassy who did not
enjoy diplomaric immuuity 10 leave withour examining
their possible complicity in breaches of the law was
improper, and I hope that the right hon. and learned
Gentleman will comment on that point.

What can we do to improve the position? There is some
tuth in what the right hon. Member for Plvmouth.
Devonport (Dr. Owen) said —the Foreign Secrstary's
account of some steps he propeses o take is locking the

- stable door when the horse has bolied. Hindsight s better
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thap blindsight, and some action must be taken now to
prevent z tepetition of what happened in the case of the
Libyans the other day. That action could happen in other
embassies in the near furare. I agree with the Minister of
State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office, the bon.
Member for Shoreham (Mr. Luce), that the Government
should not break the law, and I hope that he sticks to that
positicn. If the Government are not going to break the law,
they must at least seek to change the law, which is patently
madequate.

Mr. Onslow: On a poimt of order, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker: Order. I believe that I can pre-empt the
bon. Member’s point. The right hon. Member for Leeds,
East (Mr. Healey) has almost dope bis 17 pages. This is
an important matter and many hon. Members wish 1o take
pari. 1 hope that the right bon. Member will bring his
guestions 10 a close.

Mr. Healéy: With great respect, Mr. Speaker, the
Foreign Secretary and the Home Secretary made it clear
how important this matter is. They raised questons to
which they refused to give answers.

A few moments ago, the Foreign Secretary told the
House that he plans to consider whether any changes are
required in the Vienna convention. How long will that
consideration take? As ] understand it, in a few monpths the
International Legal Commission of the United Nations will
havetopmpmposalstomeGeneralAssemblylfan}’
change of action is 1o begin this year. Does the Foreign
Secretary intend putting proposals to the International
Legal Commission and ensuring that they are considered
in time to be put to the sixth commitiee of the General
Assembly?

Secondly, the Foreign Sectetary made it clear that
electronic scanming was not excluded by existing law. It
may well be that electronic scanning is not always capable
of detecting every improper content of a diplomatic bag.
However, it is far better to scan bags, if that is permined,
knowing that it may not be a perfect means of control,
mermmamwwummmmmwnMrtobe
passed in the bag with full diplomatic immunity.

I must put a final question to the Foreign Secretary——-o:

Mr. Speaker: Order. The right hon. Member has been
speaking for the best part of 20 minutes. I must ask him
kindly to bring his remarks 1o a ciose.

Mr. Healey: Is there any muth in the stories widely
reported in the newspapers and on radio and television
today that the American Government are approaching their
allies with a view to co-operation in illegal action designed
1o overthrow the Gaddafi regime? There have been reports
on the radio this morning from America that 2 proposal
—{Interruption.j Conservative Members must ask for 2
repiy to that question. They may remember a reply 1o a
sxmﬂarqumonmaﬂaskedtheFommSecrctarymhng
ago about Americap action in Grenada.

Does the Foreign Secretary agree that to use iliegal
action to try 10 bring international anarchy under control
wouldbemdamagemmanonallawudmcprospecmfor
world peace far more sericusly than anything that
happened in St. James’s square the other day?

{ accept your requests, Mr. Speaker, that I should bring
my remarks 1o a close. I sbail simply ask the Foreign
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Secretary whet.her tie betieves that his record on this or any
other maiter Jusuﬁes confidence in the House or outside
that he will pmtect the country’s national or international
interests in this and many other matters. Four years of
recklessness and lack of grip have profoundly dismrbed
the British people.

Sir Geoifrey Howe: Although the right bhon.
Gentleman is dea.tmg with a maner that the whole House
Ecognises as bemg of great importance, the scale of his
so~called qucsnons, far exceeding the length of my
original Sta.tement shows that in this, as in so many other
respects, he has lost every sense of proportion and 1s
entirely ar sea. A number of the questions that he deigned
to ask towards the end of his long statement have been
answered more than once by my right hon. and leamed
Friend the Home Secretary — for example, he has
demonsirated cieaxiy why scanning, for the reasons that he
gave, wouid be ineffective in most circumstances, and
stated that the maner had been considered.

In my ongmal statement | made it plam that I would be
reporting o the House on my review of the Vienna
CORVEDLiOn as soonaslwas in a position to do so; that [
shouid welcome the intervention of the Select Commirtee
onFomg:naffmrs and that I should alsc be taking other
international action in respect of the convention.

With regard to action following the bombing in the
middle of March, I made it plain that, apan from the
strongest possible diplomatic represenation at that time,
the Home Secretary and myself, acting and appraising the
evidence together, ok firm action to secure the
deportation ofsn: peopie at that time. Further deportations
have been amouncedbymynghthon and learned Friend
today. We shail continue to take action along those lines
resulting from thar incident or apy other.

The right hon Gentleman asked another question that
hasbeenanswemdmany nmesbymynghthon and
leamed Fnend Why were people, not epjoying diplomatic
immunity, sem back to Libya with others at the conciusion
of last week’s evem"‘l’hc answers given by my right hon.
andleumeanendwerethm first, without the co-
operation of thcse within the people’s bureau it would not
have been posmble to gather sufficient evidence to proceed
against them. Secondly, and far more imporanty, in
taking the extremely difficult decisions that had to be taken
by my right hon. and hon. Friends during the course of the
past 10 days, jone of the matrers that they had to take into
account—it would have been irresponsible not to do so
—wasmcsaferynmjustofmnd:plomatsbmofthe
large British commumty in Libya, a pumber of members
of which are aheady unjustifigbly detained. Far from the
handhngofmatmanerbemgregardedasahumhaung
defeat, the feelmg has been widely expressed in the House
that my nght hon. and learned Friend's handiing of the
maner}msbeenmnspxcuous for its skill and courage.

hbmwﬂe»mgmgmmarksa:thebegmnmgofhzs

questions, the right hon. Gentleman suggested that for
years squads| under orders from Colonel Gaddafi to do a
series of alarming things have been roaming the countries
of Europe. 'I'here is no doubt about the dangers that we all
facemthatrspect ’Iheya:ethsdangcrsmmwhmhwe
have been g:apphng It is significant and noteworthy that
at no stage durmg the years that those gangs were roaming,
as the right hon Gentieman said, or during the weeks since
the incidents 1ok place in March. did he raise the subject
in the “Jouse.
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Today the right hon. Gentleman, as Shadow Foreign
Secretary, with many years’ experience in the high offices
of state, during which behaviour of this kind has occurred,
raising ih..c questions in relation to many other countries,
suggests for the first time that dipiomaric relatons should
be broken off with no fewer than three countries. His
contribution to the exchanpe this afternoon bas been
wholly undistinguished save by its recklessness.

Sir Peter Blaker (Blackpool, South): Before the right
hon. Member for Leeds, East (Mr. Healey) began to
rambie so badly, my rght hon. and learned Friend
described graphically to the House—I congramlate him
on the length of his memory —the threat that every
developed counmry in the free world faces from Colonel
Gaddafi's Libya. Apart from the United States, which has
suspended diplomatic relations, can my right hon. and
leamed Friend say which of those countries has expelled
the Libyan mission?

Sir Geoffrey Howe: The United Kingdom is the only
European or industrial country that has taken that step, as
I said in my original statement. It is right to add, of course,
and the House may not be surprised by this, that a number
of Arab countries have expressed a similarly severe view
of the conduct of the Libyan Government. At least ope,

which has bad its embassy in Libya burnt down, no longer

has representation there.

Mr. David Steel (Tweeddale, Ettrick and Lauderdale):
Why was the bureaw allowed to continue operating for two
months after the ousting of the four accredited diplomats
in mid-February and before the shooting outrage, without
the Foreign Secretary knowing who was in charge of it?
Has that happened in the case of any other embassy in
London? Why were steps not taken to close the burean
omil such time as the Libyan Government supplied a fully
accredited representative? Does he accept-that public
anxiety about this matter will not be allayed by an internai
inquiry by those responsible for the intelligence services
into their own activides and that, therefore, an
independent inquiry as demanded by both sides of the
House will be necessary?

Sir Geoffrey Howe: On the first point rised by the
right hon. Gentleman, if he had listened to my statement
he would have understood that the events that he described
were parafleled precisely by those thar took place at the
time of the original establishment of the Libyan people’s
bureau. The revolutionary committee ousted the then
ambassador and took over the embassy under the name of
the people’s burean. It was with those circumstances thar
this country and eight other Ewropean countries were
having to cope in determining what should thereafier
happen. That position persisted from September 1979 until
May 1980 before it was resoived.

Revolurionary committees were involved in both cases
and the right hon. Gentleman may have the greatest
difficulty in distinguishing berween one revolutionary
commitiee and another, as [ have, but [ am afraid that the
circumstances were closely similar to those that existed
berween 1979 and 1980.

In regard 1o the inguiry, I have nothing to add to what
has already been said by my right hon. Friend the Prime
Minister and my right hon. and learned Friend'the Home
Secretary,

Mr. Norman St. John-Stevas (Cheimstord): Will my
Sght hon. and leamed Friend agree that o reasonable

e
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person would recognise in the unscrupulous hindsight of
an almost imtermminable intervention by the right bon.

Meémber for Leeds, East (Mr. Healey) the exercise,

skitfally camied out and prudemly pursued, of damage
limitation conducted by the Govermnment in a virtally
impossible simation? Do I take it from his statement that
my right hon. and leamed Friend would weicome an
examination by the Select Comminee on Foreign Affairs
of the formuiation of the concept of diplomatic immunity
for the futzre and its application in the recent past?

Sir Geoffrey Howe: I am grateful to my right hon.
Friend for his initial observations. On the second point, as
1 indicated in my statement, I would certainly welcome an
inquiry by the Foreign Affairs Committee into the matters
covered by the review I have in hand of the Vienna
convention. As he and I cap well imagine, that review
might ueed to range over many of the topics suggested.

Mr. J. Enoch Powell (Down, South): Is it the position
of the Government that this Parliament is competent or not
competent to legisiate if necessary to alter the laws of
diplomatic immunity in this country?

Sir Geoffrey Howe: Some aspects are determined 0ot
by international law but by national law. There our
freedorn remains unfertered. In so far as they are
determined by international law and in particular by
treaties to which we are a party, we have to take account
of those treaty obligations when considering the powers of
this Pariiament. That is why the process of change in
somsthing like the Vienna convention would be a mater
for international negotiation. As the right hon. Gentlemnan
repeats so frequendy, in thar respect, just as in the case of
any other treaty to which this counmy is a party, the
competence of this Parfiament is limited, short of
denouncing or determining the obligation. Because any
change in such a convention is Likely to take a long time
I have thought it right today to announce further action
being taken unilaterally by the Government forthwith
within the limits of our power.

Sir Anthony Kershaw (Stroud): Is it not clear that any
agreed change in the Vienna convention will not be easily
obtained and might be impossible? If that is the case. will
Her Majesty’s Government consider proceeding unilater-
ally, whether by derogation from the existing convenoon
or otherwise?

Sir Geoffrey Howe: My hon. Friend knows well how

seriously one has to consider the possibility of taking
wpilateral action in respect of 2 weaty. Plainly, it may have
to be considered in certain circamstances bur jt is also
important to remember that a muitilateral convention of
this kind roust not be jedged simply by the benefits that
it confers on one country at one time. Part of the essential
of such a meaty is thar it confers rights and obligarions
multilaterally. Therefore, one needs to be very careful
before deciding to depart from it unilateraily.

Miss Betty Boothreyd (West Bromwich, West): Will
the Foreign Secretary give some indicarion of the ipitial
reaction of European Governments following the initianive
that he took within the EC? Secondly, since taking that
initiative, can he say which of the EC Governments have
publicly condemned the act of violence and the abuse of
diplomatic immunity within a member state? Thirdly. and
finally, since some days have elapsed since the
Government severed relatons with the Libyvan regime. =an
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he tell vus which of the EC Governments are supporting
Britain’s action by themselves either severing diplomatic
relations with Libya or taking steps about the enty of
Libyan pationals into EC countries?

Sir Geoffrey Howe: The matter is still a relatively
recent event in regard to other countries but my right hon.
Friend the Prime Minister and I have sent messages 10 a
number of Governmenis secking their support and interest
in opposing the misuse of diplomatic premises for
terrorism. We have sent messages to a oumber of Heads
of Governmepr with infinence over Libya and have
recejived public expressions of support from a large
number of friends and allies — the .United States,
Canada, Belgium, Norway, Australia, Ireland and France,
for example. The actions that will follow considerazion by
the European Community will have to be decided by the
nations concerned.

Mr. Dennis Waiters (Westbury): Will my right hon.
and learned Friend accept that, as the record of the Foreign
Office in protecting and upholding Brinsh imterests is first
class, he is absolutely right not 1o be on the defensive
abour simplistic attacks from whatever direction they may
be launched? Will he aiso reassure the House that changes
in the Vienna convention will be parsued with the utmost
vigour and that we may hope that some changes will be
made relatively soon?

Sir Geoffrey Howe: I am grateful to my hon. Friend
for his opening remarks. I must come back to the point that
he clearly has in mind, that to secure changes across the
international spectrum in the existing provisions of the
Vienna convention is likely w take some time. Some
aspects of the convention are already being reviewed by
international legal bodies. It is for that reason that 1 am
seeking to secure a conceried response from the countries
in the European Community and that my right hon. Friend
will be seeking to secure a similar response from the
countries attending the economic surnmit at the beginning
of June. It is only if we are able to mobilise international
opinion among leading nadons that we shall get effective
action quickly enough o change the convention. That is
an additional reason for the decision I have announced
1oday in respect of unilateral action on our own account.

Mr. Jack Ashley (Sioke-on-Trent, South): There has
been a potentially explosive sitation involving the
Libyans for some time in this counay. Can the Foreign
Secretary tell the House what consideration he gave to the
advantages and disadvanmiages of breaking diplomatic
relations with Libya before this regrettable and tragic
eveni?

Sir Geoffrey Howe: As [ indicated in my original
statement, the actual breach of diplomatic relations is a
step taken only very rarely. It has been undemaken oniy
by this country since the end of the second world war in
onty three cases—-first, in respect of Albania; secondly,
in respect of Uganda; and thirdly, in respect of Argentina.
No previous Government have broken diplomatic relations
on grounds of breach of dipiomatic immunity of the kind
with which we are concemed. Therefore, it would not be
rght 10 sugeest that an acmal breach of relations is
something that has been under active consideraion
throughout recent vears. We have endeavoured instead to
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ensure that relauons with Libya are copducted in an
orderiy fashmn so that we may comtinue to enjoy the
benefits of relations berween the wo countries.

Mr. Pamck McNair-Wilson (New Forest): Is it not
torally unrealistic to believe that anything positive will
fiow from a’ review or renegotiation of the Vienna
convention? Was that convention not agreed at 2 time
when pohucal’ power in the world was in the hands of a
handful of Em'opean states? Would it not be wiser to
address this problem by recognising that the best answer
is improved intefligence-gathering, a much more positive
auitude towards political activists from other countries and
a greatly increased strengthening of the security forces
within this counry?

' Sir Geoffrey Howe: Obviousty the last matters raised
by my hon. Fnend should be, and are, under consideration
by my right hon Friend and myself. Certainly the actions
that my right Ron. and learned Friend the Home Secretary
and ] have aonounced for closer and more ngorous
surveillance of diplomatic and non-diplomatic people in
this country an: a response of the kind that my hon. Friend
is seeking. In regard 1o the Vienna convention, it is not by
these standards an antique text. It dates from 1961 when
the worid had‘ already begun to gather a large number of
states far beyond the traditional European pations. So it 1s
a relatively modem text. That does not diminish the force
of the point that he makes, that it will be difficult to secure
early ch.anges That is why I say again that we have
decided to ke action ourselves.

Mr. John E\rans (St. Heiens, North): What does the
Foreign Secretary say about the allegation thar the reason
for the Brmsh Govermnmeni’s failure to respond quickly
enough to messages berween Tripoli and the people’s
burcau srems[ directly from the collapse of morale at
GCHQ Cheltenham, whichk s not now functioning
efficiently?

Sir Geoﬁ‘rey Howe: [ say precisely what my right hon.
Friend the Prime Minister said in her letter to the right hon.
Member for LPlymour.h_ Devonport (Dr. Owen) earlier
today. She said:

“On your Spcc1ﬁc point about GCHQ, I can assure you that
GCHQ's aperations and activities in this and other marters have
beeg totally unimpaired by the recent changes at GCHQ. I am
glad vo have this opporiunity of expressing the Government’s
appreciation of this facy.™

Mr. George Waiden (Buck.mzham) Withour wishing
w sound cyaical, does my right hon. and learned Friend
accept that rc'gunes such as Colonel Gaddafi's signed the
last Vienna convenuon and will sign the next? Does he
accept that the problems of enforcerment will not be
overcome because a veto will apply? We have seen how
mresponsibly )the Russians reacted to the event.

Will my night hon. and learned Friend therefore take
with him to the meeting of Foreign Ministers in Brussels
next week a firm proposal for an agreement berween the
Ten w0 react' against any gross violation of diplomacic
lmmumty—ﬁm by an approach through the Presidency
to the county| concerned, secondly, by joint retaliation in
all the capitals of the Ten against the country in question.
and, thirdly, Iby political and perhaps economic sanctions?

Sir Geoffrey Howe: I always respond without
enthusiasm to any proposal for economic sanctions. for
reasons well [established by experience. Subject to that. 1
shall cermainly consider my hon. Friend's suggestions. As
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he knows better than many in the House, we are living in

a world in which the chances of relying effectively upon

countries’ conmmirments to international treaties are being
ingly diminished.

Mr. Kevin Barron (Rother Valley): Can the Foreign
Secretary explain why arms contracts are. stll cumrent
between Britain and Libya in view of the uppredictable
patare of the regime and what it has done over the years
to the French and American embassies there? :

Sir Geoffrey Howe: Arms contracts and defence sales
form a small part of our wade with Libya. They are
subject, as are ail such contracts, to strict control. Export
licences are required and are considered on their merits.
Licence applications for Libya are subject to particularly
close scrutiny to ensure thar no offensive equipment is
sold.

Sir Peter Emery (Honiton): Will my right hon. and
learned Friend return for 2 moment to X-ray and electronic
surveillance? We have heard the Home Secretary say
ciearly that the reason that it is inadequate is that weapons
¢ap be covered in other metals so that they may not be
detected. If we have reason to believe that the Vienna
convention is being breached, we are not able to search a
dipiomatic bag, por are we not able to ask for it to be
returned. If that is so, when there is suspicion about metal
objects, shonld we not ask for the bag to be returned and

be willing for exactly the same procedures to be used

against our diplomatic bags in countries against which we
have adopted that procedure? Surely that would go a long
way towards giving an assurance that weapons are not

Sir Geoffrey Howe: The difficuity about electronic
surveillance of any kind, where there is a premise for the
returns of a bag, as my right hon. and leamed Friend said
earfier, is that the electronic surveillance can so easiiy be
deceiving. Weapons can be covered in such a way as to
disguise their presence. Even if one detects something that
looks suspicious, the success of the operation relies on the
ability to open the bag, which is not an option available
at girport inspections. :

Mr. Robert Maclennan (Caithness and Sutheriand):
Does the right hon. and learned Gentleman realise that his
decision not to cancel immediately defence contracts with
Libya is wholly unacceptable? Does he agree that he
should have followed the example set by my tight bon.
Friend the Member for Plymouth, Devonport (Dr. Owen],
when he immediately cancelled sales of amms to El
Salvador in 19787

Sir Geoffrey Howe: The hon. Gentleman would be
wise 1o reflect precisely on the implications of what he has
Jjust said. I have said that no further defence sales will be
authorised. Defence sales thar have taken place have
frequently involved matters of which even the hon.
Gentleman would find it difficuit to disapprove. Instant
cancellation of existing comtracts could have serious
repercussions on industrial oppormmnities in Britain.

Sir David Price (Eastieigh): Can my right hon. and
leamed Friend confirm that about 8,000 British nationais
live in Libya? In view of the highly témpestous.
tevengeful and uopredictable namre of the Gaddafi
regime, whar advice is he prepared to give to our nationals
aboutr whether thev shouid saav tn Libya or come home?
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Sir Geoffrey Howe: I agree that there are upwards of .
8,000 British citizens in Libya. As I said in my statement.

we have made it clear to the Libyan authorities that we
hoid them responsible for the safety of the British
community. We have made it clear that this is.a quame!
between Governments and that the British community
should not be regarded as being in immediate danger. We
have aiso made clear onr determination to press for the
release of people unjustifiably detained by the Libyan
Government. In addition, we have advised members of the
Briish commumity in Libya to consider their position
carefully. We keep in touch by hroadcast messages.

Mr. Gerald Bermingham (St. Helens, South): When
considering whether 1o abrogate parts of the Vienma
convention or to seek changes in it, will the Foreign
Secretary bear in mind that these matters are reciprocal and
that any actions thar we take could have z detrimental
effect oo members of our diplomaric missions cumenty
serving abroad? '

Sir Geoffrey Howe: [ am grateful o the bon.
Gentleman, He underlines an importaw point, which |
have already made. _

. Mr. Derek Conway (Shrewsbury and Atcham): Does
my right hon. and leamned Friend accept that those of us
‘who have a personal experience of the beautiful country

" of Libya and its ugly regime welcome the considered steps

taken by the Government? Bearing in mind the size of the
British community in Libya, does my right hon. and
learned Friend agree that if be ok the advice of the right
hon. Member for Leeds, East (Mr. Healey) he wouid not
be succimnbing to blackmail bt extending hostages 10
formune to that wicked and evil regime? Does my right hon.
and learned Friend accept that he would be wise t0
disregard the right hon. Geneman's advice?

Sir Geoffrey Howe: I am enthusiastically prepared 1o
accept my hon. Fricnd’s advice.

Mr. Tony Blair (Sedgefield): What advice did the
Foreign Office give the Home Office when it passed on the
communication from Libya that the demonstration would
not be tolerated and that our ambassador to Libya had been
called 10 a midnight meeting in Tripoli? Did the Foreign
Office advise the Home Office to take the threar seriously
or to treat it lightly?

Sir Geoffrey Howe: As my right hon. and learncd
Friend said, it is not the practice to add to what has aiready
been said about such marters. The style, aititude. language
and pattern of the Libyan Government's performance was
as well known to the Home Office and the police as it was
to the Foreign Office.

Mr. W, Benyon (Milton Keynes): I appreciate my
right hon. and learned Friend’s remarks abow economic
sanctions, but do not Colonel Gaddafi's powers stem
entirely from oil revenues? What steps can be taken to try
to achieve a Western boycott of Libyan oil?

Sir Geoffrey Howes ] have no reason 1o suppose that
the maobilisation of economic sanctions in reladon to the
regime, however unarractive it may be, will in the end
prove any more effective than previous examples.

Mr. John Fraser (Norwood): In view of Coloncl
Gaddafi’s suppor for the [RA, can the Foreign Secretury
be satisfied that money is no longer coming from Libya o
the United Kingdom to finance terrorism? What »pecial
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discussions has he had with the Irish Government, with
whom we share a common mavel area, which might
provide a backdoor entry for terrorists?

Sir Geoffrey Howe: It is not possible to give an
unqualified assurance about the comsequences of actions
taken or promoted by the Libyan Government. Certainly,
anything which gives support or comfort to the IRA is of
equal concern to us and the Government of Ireland. It is
a topic upon which we have close and regular consuitation.

Mr. Teddy Taylor (Southend, East): As the Libyan
regime made it abundantly clear at the weekend that it
would give every possible help and assistance to the IRA,
is there not an overwhelming case for considering whether
we should put an immediate ban on current sales of arms
and spares to Libya?

Sir Geoffrey Howe: I have aiready answered that
question more than once. No fumre contracts will be
authorised. I told the House of the patwe of the current
contracts, all of which are being reviewed. 1 would not
wish t0 go beyond that now, bearing in mind all the
contractual apd other implications of those existing
CODTActs.

Mr. Andrew Faulds (Warley, East): As areconsidera-
tion of the Vienna convention is likely to take considerable
time, should not the Foreign Office take 2 more immediate
approach and scrutinise much more carefully any proffered
diplomaric staff before granting accreditation, with an
increased possibility of rejecting some of them?

Sir Geoffrey Howe: As [ said in my statement, we
intend to exercise our powers within the existing limits of
the Vienoa convention as seriously and closely as we
should in the light of the events.

Mr. John Stokes (Halesowen and Stourbridge): Will
my right hon. and learned Friend tell the House whether
the Governmem have received support from
Commonwealth countries, especially those in Africa?

Sir Geoffrey Howe: We have been in commuanication
with some of them, but withour notice I cannot give a
direct answer. [ shall write 1o my hon. Friend about it.

Mr. Dennis Skinner (Bolsover): Is the Foreign
Secretary aware that, even if he stood at the Dispatch Box
all day, he would pever convince the British people of his
case? The death of the young policewoman was appalling.
Is he aware that Colonel Gaddafi has trampled over him,
the Home Secretary and the Prime Mimister? Is he aware
that one reason why the intelligence gatherers were notup
10 the mark was that the Government, with their Cobra
meetings, were more interested in gathen.ng inrelligence
about the movement of miners supporting their right to
work?

Mr. Speaker: Onder. That is miles away from the
matter being considered. I call Viscount Cranborne.

Viscount Cranborne (Dorset, South): Does my right
hon. and learmed Friend agree that the Government’s
conduct during this wretched affair after the shooting in St.
James’s square has been predictably brilliant and well
balanced? However, will he assure the House that the
Foreign Office was absolutely certain in February, when
the explosions in London and Manchester occurred, thar
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there was no connection, or shadow of a suspicion of a
connection, between those explosions and the Libyan
establishment in St. James’s square? If there was such a
suspicion, what steps of a robust nature were taken 10 deal
with it?

Sir Geoffrey Howe: Both my right hon. and learned
Friend and I have made it clear separately today and last
week thar after the events surrounding those explosions in
mem:ddleofMarchhstepammnrandmmewemmthc
closest possible touch assessing the evidence in refation to
all those who might qualify for deportation or other
weatment.| The prosecuting authorities were simifarly
involved in consideration of the evidence. We arrived at
the conclusions jointly and after an assessment of all the
evidence. lAtthatnmewebothsaldthattherewasno firm
evidence to link the explosions with the Libyan people’s
burean. Further evidence now available may enable my
right hon! and learned Friend and the police to take
Inquiries f|u:ther in that and other directions.

Several! Hon. Members rose——

Mr. S;leaker: Order. In the interests of balance, 1 shall

call mose‘who have been seeking to intervene, but I ask
them to plllt their questions briefly.

Mr. Richard Alexander (Newark): My right hon. and
learned Pnend referred 1 people being unjustifiably
detamedpl..ibya Is he tefling the House that British
subjects are being detained without trial and, if so, how
many?

Sir Geoﬁrey Howe: There are two such subjects
detained vlmhout trial and one other in respect of whom we
take the same view of the condition of his detention. We
have been makmg the strongest possibie representations on
their behzrlf

Mr. Nigel Forman (Carshalton and ‘Wallington}: In
view of the considerable number of British citizens who
hope to continue to live and work in Libya, is the Foreign
Secretary| aware that many people in the House and the
coumryund&rsmndtheﬁrmbutcaunonsnamrEOfthe
Govemmem s response to these difficult events? Will he
put pm-ncu.lar stress on the suggestions, already made by
my hon. Friend the Member for Buckingham (Mr.
‘Walden),! that the matter should be tackled resolutely and
come !:ugh on the agenda both at the European Community
and the London summit?

Sir Geoﬁrey Howe: I certainty accept the mponant:e

of my hon. Friend’s points.

Sir KLnneth Lewis (Stamford and Spalding): In case

it may be forgotten, is my tight hon. and learned Friend
aware r.hat the country’s admiration for the police
operanonsmSt JTames’s square is equalled by our high
apprecmuon for the work done by our ambassador and
diplomatic staff in Libya?

Sir Gleoﬁ’rey Howe: [ am grateful to my hon. Friend.

Tha:opiﬁion is widely shared apd I shall pass it op to them.

Mr. Eldon Griffiths (Bury St. Edmunds): While
welcommgtheaneMmlstersundemkmgtocan'yout
arevxcw[ may ! ask my right kon. and learned Friend 10
oonszder| two maners concerning the police service? First,
will he say whether the Foreign Office gvaluation of the
advance| warning was conveyed to the Metropotitan police
in an adequare fashion and, sesondly, whether the decision
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to call off the police operation before it achieved a resuit
was a political one or an operational police decision?
Those issues should not be hidden behind intelligence
maners but shouid be made public in the 1nterests of police
moerale. Will the Foreign Secretary ensure that that is
done?

Sir Geoffrey Howe: The second point is a mauter for
my right hon. and learned Friend the Home Secretary, who
is directly responsibie for handling marters in connection
with the police. In answer 10 his first poiot, I have nothing
to add to whar my mright hon. and learned Friend said.

Mr. Healev: Is the Foreign Secretary aware that his
enthusiasm to accept that British civilians in Libya are
hostages against the British Govermment applying Briish
law to crimes committed by Libyan citizens in Britain is

_a surrender ro blackmajl and sets a dapgerous precedent for

dealing with other unscrupulous regimes? Secondly, will
he answer my eariier question and teil the House whether
he has informartion about the intention of the United States”
Administration to use illegal or covent meaps to seek the
overthrow of the Gaddafi regime? If so, will he assure the
House that the Government will oppose it?

Sir Geoffrey Howe: The second quesdon scarcely
arises from the events, and ] have no information in that
respect. [ recall 2 speech made by Secretary of State Shuitz
on 5 April, in which be expressed United States anxiety
thai action should be taken by free counmies in respect of
internarional terrioristn by Libya. In reply to his first
questiop——

Mr. Healey: Is the Foreign Secretary aware thar his
readiness 1o accept that Briush civiliaps in Libya are
hostages—

Sir Geoffrey Howe: The proposidon implied in that
question in the circimmstances of this case. as it has been
bandled by my right hon. and learned Friend and others,
is superficial and a quire unjust observation.
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3.38 pm

Mr. Alan Williams (Swansez, West): | reurn to 2
point of order mentioned by my hon. Friend the Member
for Fife, Cemrral (Mr. Hamilion) about the fact that the
bon. Member for Bury St. Edmunds (Mr. Griffiths) had
avzilable to him a prior copy of the statement by the
Minister. I raise the maner regardless of the fact that it may
be a long-standing practice. as ihe hon. Gentleman might
argue. It is a matter for the whole House. We shonid have
a statement, not necessarily immediately but within a few
days, from the Leader of the House on the present and
furure practice and criteria for making available advance
copies of statements to hon. Members.

Many hon. Members. such as the hon. Gentleman.
perfectly legitimately represent outside interests. whether
professionai, business or ade union interests. However.
they do not have the same privilege of advance copies of
statements, which is exiended only to the Opposition Front
Bench spokesman-—or so we thought—because they
must make substantial replies.

Will you, Mr. Speaker, clarify what It is tha enritles
this lobby to have this upsustainable advantage over all
other ourside interests and its representative 10 have
priority over all other hon. Members?

Mr. Speaker: I have already dealt with this marter. I
said that I shall look into it and must repear that it seems
unfair that any Back-Bench Member should have a copy
of the statement if other Back Benchers do not. [ shall look
into the matrer.

Mr. Eldon Griffiths: Further to that point of order.
Mr. Speaker. Canl say with the greatest respect (o you that
I am a linle surprised that you should already have
apparently arrived at the conclusion that something is
unfair before you have heard the facts of the manter from
the hon. Member concerned? I merely say that in passing.
I am sure that you intended no judgment in that respect but
I would———

Mr. Speaker: Order. I must dispose of this mater. 1
do not think that we need go any further. I wish to be fair
1o all hon. Members. [ shall certainly look into the marter
and deal with it with total faimess.

Mr. Dennis Skinner (Boisover): On z peint of order.
Mr. Speaker. Will vou take steps. when considering this
marter, also to examine apother matter? When the poiice
are mentioned, for example, in Prime Minister's Question
Time invariabty but not always the hon. Member for Bury
St. Edmunds (Mr. Griffiths) is called o put a
suppiementary question on behalf of the Police Federation
which he represents. | would like an assurance that those
hon. Members who represent mining areas, for exampie.
get an equal crack of the whip when miners are mentoned.
Some of us have never yet been calied. Perhaps you will
consider that matter when you consider the other one.

Mr. Speaker: Thé hon. Genileman is incorrect in
saying thar the hon. Member for Bury St. Edmunds (Mr.
Griffiths) is called more frequendy at Prime Minister s
Question Time.

Mr. Skinner: I have never been cailed ts vear.

Mr. Speaker: Well, keep trying.

Mr. Eldon Griffiths rose .
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22 AP 17 Nov .84 Egypt tricks LIBYA into claiming ASSASSINATION of
former Premier Bakoush after capturing death squad (899)

By MAURICE GUINDI CAIRO Egypt used faked photographs of a former
LIBYAN prime minister lying in a pool of blood to trick LIBYA into
claiming he had been ASSASSINATED by a roving death squad hired by
Col. Mcammar Khadafy, President Hosni Mubarak said Saturday.

Egyptian officials said the intended victim, Abdel-Hamid Bakoush, was
falive and well,’ and that two Britons and two Maltese had been
arrested in the ASSASSINATION plot.

Interior Minister Ahmed Rushdi said the four told Egyptian police that
the LIBYANS were planning attacks on heads of state and governments in
West Germany, France, India, Pakistan, Britain, Saudi Arabia, Qatar,
Kuwait, and the United Arab Emirates.

The stocky, 46-year-old Bakoush appeared at a news conference Saturday
in Cairo with Rushdi.

‘This incident proves that Khadafy lost his qualification as a
responsible man and head of state,’ he said. 'He is an international
criminal, and I call on all countries and governments of the world to
take a stand toward him.’ Rushdi identified the Britons implicated in
the plot as Anthony William Gill, 48, and Godrey Chiner, 47, both of
London, and the Maltese as Romeo Nicholas Chakambari, 42, and Edgar
Bonic Cacia. All four were recruited by the LIBYAN ambassador to
Malta, Ali Nejm, Rushdi said,

JANA, LIBYA’S official news agency, and the state-run Tripoli Radio
both reported Friday that one of Khadafy’'s ‘suicide sguads’ had

' executed’ Bakoush on Monday - the last day friends and relatives
reported seeing him and his wife,

Egyptian officials initially refused comment on the reports, but on
Saturday Egypt’'s official Middle East News Agency quoted Mubarak as
saying Bakoush was ‘alive and well’ in Aswan.

He said Egyptian authorities staged photographs to dupe the people
hired by the LIBYANS to arrange the murder.

'We gave imaginary pictures showing Bakoush to be critically injured
and lying in a poll of blood,’ Mubarak said. ’ These pictures were sent
to the LIBYAN leadership by those terrorists through the LIBYAN
Embassy in Malta.’ Neither JANA nor Tripoli Radio mentioned Bakoush on
Saturday, while Khadafy was in meetings on Malta. LIBYA and Malta’s
Socialist government have had normal diplomatic ties since resolving
an offshore oil rights dispute in 1982. T

Mubarak said he learned that a LIBYAN hit squad had been sent to Egypt
when he was visiting West Germany last month. He said he also learned -~
of purported terrorist plots to ASSASSINATE Chancellor Helmut Kohl of
West Germany and King Faud of Saudi Arabia, and for forces loval to
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, the late Pakistani prime minister, to overthrow

the government of President Zia ul-Hagqg.




~ Pakistani officials have said that Bhutto’s two sons - Murtaza and
Shahnawaz -~ are said to have organized a LIBYA-backed underground

group, Al-Zulfikar, to avenge their father’'s
overthrow Zia’'s regime.

1979 execution by Zia and

Khadafy announced last May that he was forming roving death sguads to
hunt down and kill LIBYAN dissidents. That was after gunfire from
inside the LIBYAN Embassy in London wounded 11 anti-Khadafy
demonstrators on the street outside and killed a British policewoman.

The LIBYANS were ordered out of Britain,

but there were no arrests

because the LIBYANS inside the embassy claimeé diplomatic immunity.
The two countries subseguently closed their embassies in each other’s

capitals.

In the broadcast Friday, Tripoli Radio called
and said he was killed because he ‘sold his cc
of the Arab world and the LIBYAN people.’ That
that Khadafy’'s hired killers would track down
they are.’
dollars to arrange the ASSASSINATION of Bakous
prime minister before EKhadafy overthrew the LT
and other LIBYAN dissidents living in exile in

Bakoush a 'stray dog’
nscience to the enemies
broadeast also warned
his opponents ‘' wherever

Mubarak said the suspects were hired by LIBYA for 106, 000

h, King Idris’ last
BYAN monarchy in 19469,
Egypt.

Rushdi said the first of the four LIBYAN agents arrived in Cairo on

Qct.
authrorities.’
9, he said.

According to the minister, the group sought to
the actual killing, but Egyptian intelligence
their own agents as would-be assassins.

The Egyptians then showed the four pictures of

hands tied behind his back and his mouth gagged,

spattered on his face and shirt, and the third
supposedly dead, in a pool of his own blood.

Rushdi showed copies ©f the photographs to rep

17 and ' from the first minute he was unde
The others arrived separately between Oct.

r surveillance by the
23 and Nov.

recruit Egyptians to do
managed to pass off

Bakoush, one with his
the seceond with blood
with Bakoush lying,

orters.

According to Rushdi, an Egyptian undercover agent, posing as one of
the assassins, then flew with the pictures to Malta along with a

letter from one of the four ‘suicide squad’ me
the ASSASSINATION had been successful.

mbers announcing that

The Egyptian returned immediately to Cairo with a receipt for the
materials signed by an unidentified agent working out of the LIBYAN

Embassy in Malta, Rushdi said.

With the documents in hand, the LIBYAN ambassador to Malta flew
immediately to Crete to report to Khadafy, who[was there for talks
with French President Francois Mitterrand, Rushdi added.

The Tripeli Radio announcement of the ' execution’

followed.

The Assocliated Press

of Bakoush soon




23 AP 16 Nov 84 LIBYAN radio claimsg former Premier Abdel -Hamid
Bakoush has been ASSASSINATED in Egypt (718)

By ROBERT H REID CATRO LIBYA claimed Friday that ‘suicide
squads’ loyal to Col. Moammar Khadafy had ‘' executed’ a former LIBYAN
prime minister and Khadafy critic who has not been seen by friends and
relatives in four days.

Tripoli Radio, in a broadcast monitored in Cairo, said Abdel-Hamid
Bakoush, the last prime minister under the LIBYAN monarchy overthrown
by Khadafy in 1969, was killed last Monday because he ’'sold his
conscience to the enemies of the Arab nation and LIBYAN people.’ In
Cairo, where Bakoush had been living since 1977, Egyptian officials
said they were unaware of the reported ASSASSINATION before the LIBYAN
claim was broadcast. Police surrounded Bakoush’s home in the
fashionable Heliopolis area after word of the Tripoli Radio report
spread.

LIBYA, meanwhile, vowed to continue hunting down its critics abroad.

Agents of Khadafy are blamed for a series of attacks on LIBYAN exiles

in the West, including the killings of at least nine LIBYAN dissidents
in Western Europe in 1980 and a string of bombings in England eariier

this year that appeared aimed at Khadafy foes.

But a formal announcement by Tripoli Radioc of a killing of an exile
living on foreign soil - even before the attack had been reported by
local police - was unprecedented for the LIBYANS.

' The revolutionary forces hereby declare responsibility for the
liquidation of the stray dog Bakoush and promise the leader (Khadafy)
and the people of LIBY2Z that suicide squads will continue to hound all
stray dogs wherever they are,’ Tripoli Radio said.

It said the ’'execution’ occurred Monday afternoon. The broadcast
didn’' t mention Bakoush’'s wife, who also has disappeared.

Khaled Mansour, Bakoush’'s brother-in-law, told The Associated Press he
had not seen Bakoush since he and his wife left the house they share
in Cairo on Monday morning.

‘They did not tell me where they were going, and I have not heard from
them since,’ said Mansour, adding that he knew of no plans for an
extended absence.

Bakoush’ s private secretary, Mahmoud Abul-Kheir, said he had planned
to see Bakoush Monday evening, but that Bakoush failed to keep the
appointment.

Abul-Kheir said Bakoush normally was guarded by five bodyguards, but
that they were not with him when he last saw him Monday morning.

There was no immediate explanation for why Bakoush’s family and
secretary failed to call police after his unexplained absence. Police
answered the telephone at the Mansour residence Friday night, and
refused to let reporters talk with family members.




Bakoush serves as general secrefary of the LIBYAN Liberation
Organization, one of several exile anti-Khadafy groups, but had not
been visibly active in LIBYAN opposition 01rcﬁes in recent years.
There was speculation the ASSASSINATION may have been aimed at
embarrassing the Egyptian government.

Tensions between Egypt and LIBYA have 1ncreased in recent months since
President Hosni Mubarak accused LIBYA of plannlng an air strike
against Egypt’s Aswan high dam and of plantlng mines which damaged
nearly 20 ships in the Red Sea last summer.

Mubarak publicly warned the Egyptians would strlke back ‘ dozens of
times' if the LIBYANS tried to attack any Egyptlan installation.

If true, Bakoush’s death would be the latest in a string of attacks on
LIBYAN exiles. In April, gunmen in the LIBYAN [Embassy in London opened
fire on protesters, killing a British policewomen and 11 anti-Khadafy

demonstrators.

As a result, Britain broke diplomatic ties w1th LIBYA. But LIBYAN
diplomats were allowed to leave Britain without any arrests in the
killing,

After the embassy incident, Khadafy warned in May that suicide squads
were-being created to hunt down and kill LIBYAN dissidents abroad.

Bakoush was arrested in the aftermath of the coup that brought Khadafy
to power but was later acquitted by a revolutionary court of any
wrongdoing.

He lived in LIBYA as a private citizen until May 1977, when he flew to
Egypt and was granted political asylum by the iPate President Anwar
Sadat.
After the London embassy incident, Bakoush had| predicted that Khadafy
would ’keep things quiet for two or three months’ before resuming a
terror campaign against LIBYAN exiles.
The Agsociated Press

All material subject to copyright
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UNITED
NATIONS
VR Security Council Distr.
y‘ i\‘,f GENERAL
NSTFoY
N $/17554

9 October 198%

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH

NOTE BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL

At the 2618th meeting of the Security Council, on 9 October 1985, the
President made the {following statement on behalf of the members of the Council:

"The members of the Security Council welcome the news of the release of
the passengers and the c¢rew of the cruise ship Achille Lauro and deplore the
reported death of a passenger.

"They endorse the Secretary-General's statement of 8 October 1985, which
condemns all acts of terrorism.

"They resoclutely condemn this unjustifiable and criminal hijacking as
well as other acts of terrorism, including hostage-taking.

"They also condemn terrorism in all its forms, wherever and by whomever
committed.”

——— —

85-27811 2463b (E}
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UNITED
NATIONS

Security Council

Distr.
GENERAL

2/17702

30 December 1985

ENGLISH

ORIGINAL: ABRABIC,
SRENCH,

NOTE BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL

At the 2639th meeting of the Securitv Council, on 30 December 13985, the
pr=sident made the following statement on behzlf of the members of the Council.

"The members of the Security Council strongly condemn the unjustifiable
and criminal terrorist attacks at the Rome and Vienna airports which caused
the taking of innocent human lives.

“They urge that those responsible for these deliberate and indiscriminate
killings be brought to trial in accordance with due process of law.

"They call upon all concerned to exercise restraint and to refrain from
taking any action inconsistent with their obligations under the United Nations
Charter and other relevant rules of international law.

"They reaffirm the statement of the President of the Security Council of
9 October 1985 (5/17554), Security Council Rescliution 579 of 18 December 1985,
and endorse the Secretary-General's statement of 27 December 1985 in which he
noted General Assembly Resolution 40/61 of 9 December 1985 and expressed the
hope that it would be followed by determined efforts by all Governments and
auvthorities concerned, in accordance with established principles of
international law, in order that all acts, methods and practices of terrorism
may be brought to an end.”

85-38797 1613t (E)
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\al Mansour (nouveau) ;

Libye \

Tripoli décide la création
de « commandos suicides » pour « frapper
les intéréts américains et sionistes »

Le Congrés général du peuple, la
plus baute instance exécutive et
1égislative en Libye, a annoncé lundi
3 mars la création de « commandos
suicides » dans le but de frapper
«en tout lieu, les intéréts amérni-
cains et sionistes », rapporte
I'agence de presse libyenne Jana.

Le Congrés général du peuple,
qui vient de clturer ses travaux, a
adopté unc résolution appelant a
« frapper les ambaszades améri-
caines et sionistes dans le monde
arabe », A « pourchasser les organi-
sations secrétes et publiques du
mouvement sioniste mondial ». Le
Cangrés a également lancé un appel
d l'ouverturc en Libye de « comps
d'entrainement militaire aux diffé-
rents iypes d'armes d !'intention de
tous les fréres arabes résidant en
Libye », indique I’agence. Ces
« fréres arabes », constitucront le
« noyau d'une armée arabe unifide
qui engagera, sous le commande-

" ment du colonel Kadhafi, la

baiaille de la libération ».

Le Congrés a, par ailleurs, décidé
d’= cuvrer en vue de détruire les
radios arabes hostiles au mouve-
ment révolutionnaire arabe » et dc
« consolider la voix des comiiés
révolutionngires » (ibyens).

Le Congrés général du peuple
regroupe les congrés populaires de
base, les comités populaires {€quiva-
lent anox ministéres), les syndicats,
unions et organisations profession-
neiles. C'est Iinstance supréme du
pouvoir en Libye «remis qu peu-
ple » par le colonel Kadhafi.

Le gouvernement remanié

D'autre part, l¢ chef de 1a diplo-
matic ibyenne, M. Ali Triki, = souf-
frant », a €&1€ remplacé 3 son poste
par M. Hassan Kamal al Mansour.
Le acuveau Comité populzire géné-
ral, c'sst-é.dire le gouvermement
domt le chef a aussi &é& changé,
compte désormais onze membres an
lieu de vingt précédemment. Vaici
la composition du nouveau CPG ;

- Secréiaire du Comilé popu-
laire général (premier ministre),
M. Jadallah Azouz al Talhi {mou-
veau);

— Secrétaire ou plan, M. Fawzi
al Chakchouki (inchangé, mais
déchargé de I'économie et des
affaires pétrolidres) ;

~ Secrétaire au [résor,
M. Mohamed Kassem Cherlala
(inchangé) ;

-~ Secrétagire aux communico-

. lions er au transpor! maritime,

M. Moubarak al Chamekh
(inchangé) ;

— Secrétaire au bureau des reila-
tions extérieures, M. Hassan Kamel

— Secrétaire & la fonction publi-
gue, M. Mohamed Abdaliah
al Mabrouk (inchangé);

= Secrétaire au commerce et a
P'économie, M. lbrahim Mohamed
al Bichari (I'éconamie a été déta- -
chée du plan, et le portefenille du
commerce n'existait pas dans le pré
cédent gouvernement) ;

- Secrétaire & lindustrie,
M. Hassan Abdel Ati al Barghachi
{nouveau, pour un pouveau secréta-
riat qui remplace les secrétariats 4
l'industric lourde et légére de
I'ancien CPG) ;

- Secrétaire a la santé,
M. Abdallab Hussein Khdoura
(nouveau) ;

— Secrétaire & Venseignement et
& la recherche scientifique,
M. Ahmed [brahim (nouveau, pour
un secrétariat auquel a €té rattaché
I'ancien Centre de recherche scienti-
fique) ;

- Secrétaire & l'informetion et
la culture, M. Mobamed Ali Chara-
feddine al Fitouri {inchangé).

{Ancien secrétaire {ministre) libyen
du pétrole, M. Hassan Kamal Al Man-
sour, oouveau chef de fa diplomatie,
€rait secrétaire général adjoint de
FUAA {(Union arabo-africaine, signée Je
13 apit 1984 par le roi Hassan [ do
Maroc et le colonel Kadhbafi). Aprés des
#ndes de droit 4 Nuniversité du Caire, i
devient conseiller juridique dans l'indus-
trie pétrolidre en 1970. Représentant de
1z Libye 2 la Cour internationale de jue-
tice 4 La Haye, il est ensuite ambassa-
deur aux Nations unies de 1972 & 1976,
en France {1976 4 1978) et en Chine
{1978-1981), 1l est nommé secritairc
du pétrule de 1982 3 1984, et exerce Ia
présidence de "OPEP d¢ fin 1983 2
décembre 1984,

Sur décision du colonel Kadhafi,
M. Hassan XKamal Al Machour avait
changé son nom ¢n Al Mansour {qui
signifie ~ie vicwrieux=) en janvier
1935, car, selon e leader de la révoiu-
tion libyenne, « il 'y a pas d'opprimés
(Al Machour signific Vopprimé) dans
la révoiution {libyenne}, il n'y a que -
des victorieux ».}

& Démenti. — Le ministére dji-
boutien des affaires étrangéres et de
la coopération a catégoriguement
démenti lundi 3 mars les déclara-
tions de M. Christian Nucei (le
Monde du 1= mars) selon lesqueiles
la Libye procéde actuellement dans
les pays sahéliens, notamment 3 Dji- |
bouti, 3 une campagne d'enrdlemem
pour sa légion islamique qui se bat
au Tchad. Le ministére djiboutien a
estimé Gue ¢es Propes étaient « sans
fondement », réaffirmant que ie gou-
vernement djiboutien ne permettrait
sous aucun prétexie, 2 aucun Etat
quel quil soit, d’avoir la possibilité
de recruter ses nationaux. La Li
avait ]Ixmr sa part démenti ds ven-
dredi les déclarations de M. Nueci,
les qualifiant de «mensongéres et
sans fonderment ». ~ { AFP.)
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successful, without it. A large quantity of expiosives was
discovered after the Act’s use on one occasion last year.
Also tast year, the power to amrest without warrant under
this legislation was used 10 2ven a conspiracy 1o attack a
retired army officer who had served in Northern Ireland.
Since 1974, 366 persons detained under this legisiation
have been convicted of offences, and 308 have been
excluded from Great Britain or the United Kingdom, or
have been deported or removed under immigration
powers. Six persons detained under the Act received life
sentences for murder or anempted murder, and 36 recetved
sentences of more than five years’ imprisonment for
causing or conspiring to cause explosions. Twenty persons
were convicted for possession of explosives and 33 for
offences under the Firearms Act. The case for continuing
the legislation is considered every year and the
professional judgment of the police on each occasion has
been that the Act helps to prevent and detect acts of
terrorism.

Libva

Mr. WHickmet asked the Prime Minister what
information she has as 10 assistance the Libyan
Government have given to the IRA and similar
organisations since 1970 in the training of terTorists, the
supply of arms and the supply of money; and if she will
make a statement.

Mr. Mason asked the Prime Minister if she will publish
the availabie information showing that the Libyan
Government have supported the Provisional Irish
Republican Army in the training of personnel, financiai
assistance and the supply of arms; and if she will make a
statement,

The Prime Minister: Libyan support for the
provisional IRA is beyond doubt. A paper on this subject
was placed in the Library of the House in 1984; a revised
paper is being prepared at present and wiil be pidced in the
Library as soon as possible.

Mr. Hickmet asked the Prime Minister (1) in what
terrorist incidents or murders on mainland Britain the
Libvan Government have been implicated since Presidemt
Gaddafi came to power, giving details of all those killed
or injured and property damaged with the date and place:
and if she will make a starement;

(2) what information she has as t0 the incidence of
terrorism sponsored by Libya in Europe: and what
assessment she makes of the effect that this has. or is liable
to have upon Britain, Brtish subjects and the peace and
security of Europe.

The Prime Minister: Whilst there have been no
occasions when the Libyan authorities have claimed direct
responsibility for specific acts of terrorism in this country,
since the Libvan embassies in Europe were taken over by
self-styled revolutionary commitiees in September 1979,
information on recent Libyan invelvement in terrorist
actvity is as follows:

March 1980
Libyan journalist shor in Regent's Park.

June 1980

Secretary-General of London Libyan People’s Bureau states
dpproval for killing of Libyan dissidents in Brtain. He. and three
other Libvans. expelied.

.
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November 1980
Four Libyans convicted for poisoning of two children of
Libyan dissident in Portsmouth.

March 1984

Bomb explosions in Manchester and London injuring more
than "20 Briush citizens. Three Libyans convicted and six
deported.

17 April 1984

WPC Fletcher shot dead by gunmen firing frem Libyan
People’'s Bureau, London. Ten Libyan dissidents injured in
shooting. Resulted in seige of Libyan Peopie’s Bureau and
uitimately its evacuation apd ciosure.

21 June (984
A Libyan student shot dead by Libyan gunmen in Athens.

July 1984
Two Libyan diplomats asked 1o leave London for activities
incompatible with their stamus.

July 1984
Two Libyan dissidents, el Zawi and Fartaz, shot dead in
Athens,

6 April 1985
Dinali, leading dissident shot dead in Bonn by Libyan
gunman Tarhuni. Tarhuni sentenced to life imprisonment.

17 April 1985
Libyan Arab Airlines manager at Heathrow, London deported
for ami-dissident activiries.

17 April 1985
Libyan (Sodani) previously in United Kingdom deported from
Belgium.

24 May 1985
Three Libyan students deported for anti-dissident acrivities.

Seprember 1985

Egyptian police detained four-man Libyan terrorist i¢am in
Alexandria. Team were tasked to murder Bukkush, ex-Libyan
prime minister. Sentenced to 25 years prison each.

27 December 1985

Shooting and grenade artacks at Rome and Vienna airports
casried out by Abu Nidhal. Libya provided logistic support for
attack in Vienna.

1986
Arms found in Republic of Ireiand —including boxes of
ammunpition stamped “Libyan Armed Forces”.

3 January 1986
Libyan student exciuded from United Kingdom for planning
anti-dissident amacks.

RECENT EVIDENCE
Beriin discotheque bombing: 5 April 1986

Qn 25 March instructions were sent from Tripoli to the Libyan
People’s Bureas in East Berlin to conduct a terrorist anack
against the Americans. On 4 April the Libyan People’s Burzau
wld Tripoli the attack would be camried our the following
morning. In the early hours of 5 April a bomb exploded in a
discotheque frequented by United States servicemen. killing rwo
people and injuring 230. On 5 April the Libyan People’s Bureau
reported to Tripoli that the operarion had been caied out
successfully.
Support for [RA

Major arms find in Itish Republic. 26 January, inciuded rifles
and ammunition from Libya.

Paris—attempled bombing
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In late March intellipence uncovered a plot o atack with a
bomb civilians queueing for visas at the United States embassy
in Paris. France expelled rwo members of the Libyan People's
Bureau for their involvement.

The measures we and our European Community

partners agreed on 21 April should reduce the threat of
such activity against our citizens and interests.

Mr. Hickmet asked the Prime Minister what
representations Her Majesty’s Government have made 10
the Government of Libya about their support of the IRA
since such support was identified; and if she will make a
statement.

The Prime Minister: There is no doubt about Libyan
support for the Provisional IRA. Since 1972 we have
repeatedly protested to the Libyan Government about this,
mos! recently at the last meeting between British and
Libyan officials in Rome in March 1983.

Mr. Hickmet asked the Prime Minister what action Her
Majesty’s Government have taken since President Gaddafi
came to power to seek 1o deter Libya from sponsoring state
terrorism; with what resule: and if she will make a
statement.

The Prime Minister: Our action has included repeated
representations to the Libyan authorities, diplomatic
action with and through other friendly Governments,
breaking off diplomatic relations, expulsion of diplomats
and other Libyans from the United Kingdom, imposition
of a strict visa regime and a ban on new defence contracts.
These measures we have taken have had some effect in
reducing the ability of the Libyan authorities to sponsor
and conduct terrorist attacks in the United Kingdom.

United States Export Regulations

Mr. Meadowcroft asked the Prime Minister what
guidance she proposes to give to United Kingdom citizens
who become subject to the United States export
regulations coming into force on 24 April.

The Prime Minister: Companies and persons doing
business in the United Kingdom should be guided by
United Kingdom law and their own commercial judgment.

Noraid
Mr. Mason asked the Prime Minister what

representations she has made to President Reagan to
outlaw Moraid; and if she will make a statement.

The Prime Minister: The United States Government
have made clear their opposition to those in the United
States who give support of anmy kind to organisations
involved directly or indirectly in twerrorism in Nerthemn
Ireland. They take active steps to arrest and prosecute
those engaged in the expont of arms to the terrorists.
Representations have been made on many occasions—
together with thanks for the vigorous statememts by the
President and leading members of Congress.

Provisional IRA
Mr. Mason asked the Prime Minister if she will list the
representations she has made to the United States of
America, the European Economic Community and the
Libyan Government on financial aid, military training and

. weapons sales to the Provisional Irish Republican Army,;
and if she will make a statement.

756
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The Prime Minister: The United States Government
and the Govemnflents of the European Community share
our total opposition to ierrorist vielence of any kind. We
have their close éo—operation in the fight to deny al! forms
of support to the organisations engaged in terronsm in
Northern Ireland!

Since 1972 we have repeatedly protested to the Libvan
Government about their support for the Provisional Irish
Republican Army, most recently at the last meeting
between British and Libyan officials in Rome in March
1985.

Dr. Kurt Waldheim

Mr. Janner asked the Prime Minister if she will
authorise the release of those Government documents
hitherto withheld from the Public Record Office which
contain references to the wartime activities of Dr. Kun
Waldheim; and 1f she will make a statement.

The Prime Mlmster I have nothing o add w0 my
answer on 22 Apnl to the right hon. Member for Brent,
East (Mr. Freeson).

Engagements

Sir John Biggs-Davison asked the Prime Minister if
she will list her| official engagements for Thursday 24
April.

Mr. Forth asked the Prime Minister if she will list her
official engagements for Thursday 24 April.

Mr. Peter Bruinvels asked the Prime Minister if she
will list her official engagements for Thursday 24 April.

Mr. Greenway asked the Prime Minister if she will list
her official engagernents for Thursday 24 April.

Mr. Flannery asked the Prime Minister if she will kst
her official engagemems for Thursday 24 April.

The Prime Mlmster This moming 1 presided at a
meeting of the Cabmet and had meetings with ministerial
colleagues and others In addition to my duties in this
House I shall be havmg further meezings later today. This
evening [ shall |attend a state banquet given by their
majesties the King and Queen of Spain.

SCOTLAND

State Hospital, Carstairs

Dr. Godman asked the Secretary of State for Scotland
what alterations alnd repovations are planned for the wards
in the state hospnal Carstairs; and if he will make a
statement.

Mr. John MacKay Following discussions which I had
with the state hospnal management committee last year,
the committec has submitted proposals to the Scottish
Home and Health Department for modemising the ward
accommodation at the state hospital, Carstairs. These
proposals are now being considered by the Department.

Speech Therapists

Mr. McQuarne asked the Secretary of State for
Scotland what progress has been made in the scientific and

. professional council in the claim by speech therapists for

equal pay.
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QRIGINAL: ENCLISH

NOTE BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL

Following consultations of the Security Council held on 28 January 1987, the
President of the Security Council was authorized to issue the following statement
on behalf of the members of the Council:

"The members of the Security Council have had cccasion in the past to
draw attention to various acts of hostage-taking and abduction, In resolution
579 (1%85) the Security Council condemned unequivocally all such acts and
callied for the immediate safe release of zll hostages and abducted persons
wherever and by whomever they are being held. Consciocus of the serious
implications of this issue, and in particular, its humanitarian aspects, the
members of the Council again condemn all acts of hostage-taking and abduction
and demand the immediate and safe release of all hostages and abducted
persons.”
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believed 1o tolerate the passage of Polisario guerrillas through its
territory.) The current Chairman of the Organization of African
Unity, President Sassou-Nguesso of Conge, heid talks with Mr
Abdelazziz in Algiers on Feb. 9, and on Feb. 21 met with King
Hassan (Morocco had withdrawn from the OAU in protest at the
admisston of the SADR in 1984—see 33324 A). King Fahd of
Saudi Arabia visited Algiers and Rabat {the Moroccan capial) in
mid-March. when he was reported to have offered the good offices
of Saudi mediators to help resolve the dispute. King Hassan and
President Chadli of Algeria. with King Fahd in attendance, held
talks on the Western Sahara issue on the Moroccan-Algerian
border, near the Moroccan village of Akid Lutfi, on May 4, 1987.
On May 25 Algeria released 150 Moroccan soldiers in exchange for
102 Algenian soldiers liberated by Morocco. Those detained had
been held as a result of a nember of mutual border violations over
the past few years.

Diplomatic recognition of SADR - Attendance of Polisario
delegation at PLO meeting
The SADR. already recognized by more than 60 countries jsee
page 34204], received further diplomatic recognition from
Guatemaia (April 1986), the Dominican Republic (July 1986},
Belize (September 1986}, St Kius and Nevis (February 1987) and
Antigoa and Barbuda (also February 1987),

King Hassan ordered Morocean officials to boycott conferences
and meetings attended by Palestine Liberation Organization
representatives after Mr Abdelazziz was permitted to address the
18th session of the Palestine National Council, held in Algiers in
April 1987, as head of a Polisario delegation. King Hassan
stressed, however. that Morocco would continue to support the
Paiestinian struggle.—(Le Monde - E] Pais, Madrid - Guardian -
International Herald Tribune - BBC Summary of World Broad-
casts - Times - Financial Times - Independent - Observer) (Pre-

vious report 34203 A)

A. LIBYA — Government changes - Internal and
foreign affairs

11th session of General Peopie’s Congress (Feb.
27-March 3, 1986}.

Reported political tensions within leadership (April 1986
to mid-1987).

Opposition activity (1986 r0 mid-1987).

Economic problems, debr figures (1986-87).

Budgers for 1986 and 1987.

Introduction of new calendar (Julv 1986}

12th session of General Peaple’s Congress (Feb.
25-March 2, 1987).

UN General Assembly resolution on US air raid (Nov. 20,
1986).

Implememation of US irade restrictions on Libya
(May-July 1986).

Sale of Libyan holding in Fiar (Sept. 30. 1986).

Renewed US-Libyan tension: reported US
“disinformation” campaign (August-Ociober 1986).

Continuing strained relations with West European
countries (Mayv 1986-April 1987).

Closure of peopie’s bureau in Australia (May 19, [987).

Visir of Maj. Jalloud 1o Sovier Union (May 26-27. 1986).

Syrian president’s visit'to Libva (Aug. 25-26. 1986).

Severance ot relations with UAE (Jan. 31. 1987).

The !1th ordinary session of the General Peopie's Congress
(GPC—the Libyan equivalent of a national assembty) was held in
Tnpoli. the capital, on. Feb. 27-March 3, 1986. It approved the
appointment of a2 new Secretzriat and a General People's
Committee (Cabiner) of 11 members (reduced from 20) as follows
[for previous list see page 33003 ; for subsequent changes see pages
33436: 34202

Secretariar
*Dr Mifiah ai-Usta Umar ...... Secretary-General
*Mr Abdel-Razig ai-Sawsa _.... Assistant Secretary-General
Mr Umar Ishkal . ........._ .. Secretarv for People’s Congress

Affairs

*Mr [brahim Bukhizam ... .. ... Secretary for People's Com-
mittees’ Affairs

*Mr Bashir Howaij .. .......... Secretary for Trades Unions. Federa-
tion and Vocational Affairs

*Mr Rajeb Miseilat: ......... .. Chaijr of the Auditing Bureaut

General People’'s Committee
*Mr Jadaltah Azouz at-Talhi .... Secretary-General of the Commitiee
{Prime Minister}

Mr Fawz al-Shakshuki _...... Planning
Mr Mohammed Qasim Sharlatah Treasury
Mr Mubarak ash-Shamikh ..... Communications. Maritime Trans-
port
*Mr Kamal Hasan al Mansour
{formeriy Maghur) .. ........ Foreign Liaison
Mr Mohammed Abdallah
ai-Mabrovk .. ............ Public Service
*Mr Ibrahim Mohammed al
Bishanm ................... Economy and Trade
*Mr Hassan Abdel An al
Barghashi ................. Industry
*Mr Abdallah Hussem Khdoura . Health
*Mr Ahmed Ibrahim .......... Education and Scientific Research
Mr Mohammed al Faywr: .. ... Information and Cuiture

*New appointment.
TNew portfolio.

Mr Talhi. previously Secretary-General of the General People’s
Committee from 1979 to February 1984 {see 29665 A 33003 A}, succeeded
Mr Mubammad az-Zarrouk Ragab. Mr Mansear, who repiaced Dr Al
Abdessalam at Turayki, had served as permanent representative at the
UN from 1972-76, and then as ambassador to France {1976-78) and China
{1978-81), before being appointed Petroleum Secretary in 1982 which post
he heid until 1984 f[see 31680 B: page 33436]. In Japnary 1985, at the
request of Col. Moarmer ai Kadhafi. the Libyan leader, he changed his last
name from Maghur (meaning “oppressed™) 10 Mansour (" viciarious™).

The GPC's other decisions were concerned principally with
toreign affairs.

I1 called for the creation of “suicide commandos™ whose task would be to
“strike at American and Zionist interests evervwhere™, and specifically for

attacks against “the ambassadors of Israel and the USA in the Arab
worid”. It demanded the establishment of military training camps for all

“Arab brethren” residing in Libya. who would form the core of 2 *united

Arab army which will wage the liberation struggle™ under the command of
Col. Kadhafi (the “Leader of the Revolution™). It aiso resolved to work for
the destruction of “*Arab radio starions which are hostile to the Arab
revolutionary cause™.
Reported political tensions within Libyan leadership

In the wake of the US air raid on Libya in April 1986 [see 34454
A), there were several reporis that Col. Kadhafi’s personal
authority within the country had diminished and that he was
suffering from depression and, possibly, menial and physical
illness. Apart from occasional radio and television broadcasts.
Kadhafi made few public appearances uniil early September. and
there was speculation that the country was being run by a team of




Annex 37



PARLTIAMENTARY
DEBATES

(HANSARD)

SiXTH SERIES—VOLUME 122

HOUSE OF COMMONS

OFFICIAL REPORT

FIRST SESSION OF THE FIFTIETH PARLIAMENT
OF THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN
AND NORTHERN IRELAND
THIRTY-SIXTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF
HER MAJESTY QUEEN ELIZABETH 11

SESSION 1987-88

COMPRISING PERIOD
9 NOVEMBER—20 NOVEMBER 1987

LONDON
HER MAJESTY'S STATIONERY QFFICE
£62 net




365 Written Answers

Both ur the General Assembly in New York on 25
September. and again in London on 23 October when my
right hon. and learned Friend saw the Chilean Foreign
Minister. he took the opportunity to re-emphasise our
concerns. which [ also discussed in detail with Senor
Garela.

70. Vir. Brandon-Bravo: To ask the Secretary of State
for Foreign and Commenwealth Affairs if he will make a
further statement on human rights in Afghanistan.

Mr. Egoar: Widespread violations of human rights in
Afehunistan have been documented in the interim report
by Dr. Ermacora. special rapporteur of the United
Nations Conunission on Human Rights. presented
recently to the General Assembly.

IRA (Arms Supplies)

42. Mrs., Dunwoody: To ask the Secretary of State {or
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs if he will hold urgent
talks with the Irish Government on the evidence that Irish
nationals are obtaining arms for the Irish Republican
Army from Libya. disclosed by the recen: capture of the
coaster Eksund off France. and if he will make a
statement.

Mr. Mellor: We are naturally in close touch with the
Irish and French authorities through normal channels.
This incident demonstrates the importance of interna-
tional co-operalion against lerrorism.

Canada

45, Mr. Michael Brown: To ask the Secretary of Staie
for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs when he next
intends to seek to visit Canada.

Mr. Eggar: My right hon. and learned Friend has no
immediate plans 1o visit Canada.

German Democratic Republic

48, Dr. Twinn: To ask the Secretary of State for
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs when he next intends
to seek to visit the German Democratic Republic.

Mrs, Chalker: The Foreizn Mimnister of the German
Democratic Republic. Herr Oskar Fischer. visited the
United Kingdom in November 1986. reciprocating my
right hon. and learned Friend's visit to East Berlin and the
German Democralic Republic in April 1985. He hopes to
take up Herr Fischer's invitation to make a second visit to
the German Democratic Republic in due course,

Afghan Guerrillas

50. Mr. Rowe: To ask the Secretary of Stare lor
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs if he has any evidence
of colluboration between the Government of Iran and
Afghan guerrillas: and if he will make a statement.

Mr, Eggar: Iran has consistently supported elements of
the Afghan resistance. and given refuge to over | million
Afghan refugees.

Inter-Parliamentary Unien

52. Mr. Michael Marshail: To ask the Secretary of
State tor Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what
support his Depariment affords to the British group of the
Inter-Pariiamentary Union. '

al

18 NOVEMBER 1987

Written Answers 596

Mr. Egpar: We fully support the activities of the British
group of the Inter-Parliamentary Union. For exampie. the
Foreign and Commonwealth Office provides written and-
oral background briefing in connection with inward and
outward visits; and our posts overseas provide whatever
support may be required by IPU delegations. An FCO
official artends the IPU spring and autumn conferences as
an adviser to the Bntish group.

We value the contribution of the [PU 10 the
improvement of international and bilateral relations.

EC Budget

35, Mr. Forth: To ask the Secretary of State for
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs if he will make a
statement about the Foreign Affairs Council’s most recent
consideration of the European Community budget deficit.

Mrs. Chalker: [ refer my hon. Friend to the answer that
| gave 1o the hon. Member for Wentworth (Mr. Hardy) on
21 October at columns 705-8.

Spain

56. Mr. Sackviile: To ask the Secretary of State for
Feoreign and Commonwealth Affairs when next he intends
to visit Spain.

Mrs. Chalker: My right hon. and learned Friend
intends to visit Spain on 27-28 November for further
discussions with the Spanish - Foreign Minisier in
accordance with the pattern established under the Brussels
agreement of 1984.

British Council

58. Mr. Soames: To ask the Secretary of State for
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs if he will make a
statement on the work and future funding of the British
Council,

Mr. Egpgar: As our response to the Foreign Aflairs
Committee’s recent report makes clear. we attach
importance Lo our continuing work in the field of cultural
diplomacy. The British Council plays a particular role in
this, as do. notably, the BBC externai services. We also
recognise and welcome the very great contribution of the
private sector. We shall continue to allocate funds to werk
in the cultural field in the light of our overall foreign policy
priorities and public expenditure objectives. Details of
planned funding for the British Council for the period
from 1988-89 1o 1990-91 will be published in the public
expenditure White Paper early next year.

80. Mr. Bowis: To ask the Secretary of State for
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs when he expects the
British Council to reopen in Malta; and if he will make a
statement.

Mr. Eggar: The British Council has no immediate plans
to re-open in Malia,

East-West Reiations

59. Mr, Cash: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign
and Commonwealth Affairs if he will make a further
statement on the future of East-West relations.

Mr. Mellor: We welcome the prospect of the United
States-Soviet summit beginning on 7 December. We hope
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30 December 1988

SECURITY COUNCIL CONDEMNS DESTRUCTION OF PAN AM FLIGHT 103

-

Calls on A1l States ‘to Assist in igprehension
And Prosecution of Those Regponsible for This Criminal Act‘\

The following statement was made today on behalf of the members of the
Security Council by Council President Hideo Kagami (Japan}:

The members of the Security Council share the outrage of the
Secretary-General expressed in his statement on 29 December and strongly
condemn the destruction of Pan American flight 103 on 21 December, which
resulted in the loss of hundreds of lives.

They convey their deepest sympathy to the families and friends of those
who died as a result of this tragedy.

They call on all States to assist in the apprehension and prosecution of
those responsible for this crimimal act.

They consider that unlawful acts against the safety of civil aviation
jeopardize the safety of persons apnd property, seriously affect the operation

. of air services and undermine the confidence of the peoples of the world in
. the safety of civil aviationm,

They encourage the International Civil Aviation Qrganization (ICAQ) to
continue its efforts to promote civil aviation security, including universal
acceptance of and strict compliance with conventions on the safety of
international civil aviation.

0964P Forinformationmedia — notanofficial record
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28 December 1988
STATEMENT FROM THE AIR ACCIDENTS INVESTIGATION BRANCH: LOCKERBIZ

A number of items of wreckage, passenger baggage, and part of the
framework of a metal luggage pallet are being examined by MoD
scientists. More iltems have been collected by AAIB investigators

from the accident area: each of these will be subjected to

lengthy chemical and metallurgical forensic examinations.

However, it has been established that two parts o©of the matal
luggage pallet framework show conclusive evidence of a detonating

high explosive.

from the dJdebris have fheen

The explosive's residues recovered
nigh

positively identified, and are consistent with the use of a

performanca plastic explosiva.

Other evidence collectad by the AAIB, in particular that from the
flight data recorder and the coCKkpit voice xzecorder and from the
has led to the preliminary

wreckage <trail on the ground, 1
conclusion that the explosion took place scon after the aircraft
had crossed the Scottish border whilst it was in the crulse at

31,000ft and that this led directly to its destruction.

to establish the

contalned in, 4its
events immediately

Much investigative work remaings to Dbe done

nature of the explosive device, what it was
location in the airgcraft, and the segquence of

following its detonation.
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= S/RES/635 (1989)

14 June 1989

RESOLUTICON 635 (1989)

Adopted by the Security Council at its 2860th meeting,
on 14 June 1989

'The Security Council,

Conscious of the implications of acts of terrorism for international security.

Deeply concerned by all acts of unlawful interference against international
civil aviation,

Mindful of the important role of the United Nations in supporting and
encouraging efforts by all States and intergovernmental organmizations in preventing
and eliminating all acts of terrorism, including those involving the use of
explosives,

Determined to encourage the promotion of effective measures to prevent acts of
terrorism, -

Concerned at the ease with which plastic or sheet explosives can be used in
acts of terrorism with little risk of detection,

Noting the International Civil Aviation Organization Council resolution of
16 February 1989, in which it urged its member States to expedite current research
and development on detection of explosives and on security equipment,

1. Condemns all acts of unlawful interference against the security of civil
aviation;

2. €alls upon all States to co-operate in devising and implementing measures
to prevent all acts of terrorism, including those iavolving explosives:

3. HWelcomes the work already undertaken by the International Civil Aviation

Organization, and by other international organizations, aimed at preventing and
eliminating all acts of terrorism, in particular in the field of aviation security;

89-15194 1212z (E) AP




S/RES/635 (1989)
Page 2

4. Urges the Internatiopal Civil Aviation Oréanization to intensify its work
aimed at preventing all acts of terrorism against international civil aviation, and
in particular its work on devising an internationalirégime for the marking of
plastic or sheet explosives for the purpose of detection;

5. Urges all States, and in particular the pfoducers of plastic or sheet
explosives, to intensify research into means of making such explosives more easily
detectable, and to co-operate in this endeavour; i

3

6. Calls upon all States to share the result% of such research and
co-operation with a view to devising, in the International Civil Aviation
Organization and other competent international organizations, anm international
régime for the marking of plastic or sheet explosiv%s for the purpese of detectioen.

|
----- s
!
I
|
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1 AP 17 Jun 91 Libyan leader GADHAFI Says Britain Can Go To Hell
{537)

LONDON Libyan leader Ceol. Moammar GADHAFI, who last month made
overtures to Britain in a bid to restore diplomatic links, said Monday
night that Britain can go to hell, Libyan television reported.

' To hell with Britain and relations with it until the day of judgment.
To hell with America and Britain,’ GADHAFI said in a speech at a
session of the Libyan General People’s Congress.

The speech was carried by Libyan TV. Parts of a transcript of the
broadcast were issued by monitors in Britain.

Britain cut diplomatic links with Libya in 1984 after a policewoman
was killed and 11 people were injured when gunmen inside the Libyan
embassy in London opened fire on Libyan exiles holding an anti-GADHAFI
demonstration outside,

The Libyan government extended feelers to Britain last month through
British legislator Edward Taylor, who met with GADHAFI during a 10-day
visit.

Taylor said he had brought back several secret proposals, plus a
letter of regret and a check for 250,000 pounds (405,000 dollars) for
the Xxilling of the policewoman.

In a further move, Libya’'s ambassador to the United Nations, Ali
Treiki, said June 10 that Libya would reveal information about its
contacts with the Irish Republican Army if Britain agreed to restore
diplomatic ties.

The British government has said it wants convincing evidence that
Libya has cut its links with terrorist organizations, and has said
that explosives and arms supplied by Libya to the IRA are still
killing British citizens in Northern Ireland.

Treiki said on June 10 that Libya had cut its links with the IRA. He
said its past support was a reaction to the decision by the then
British prime minister Margaret Thatcher to allow US warplanes to fly
from British bases to take part in the US bombing of Libya on April
15, 1986.

GADHAFI told the congress, according to the monitors’ transcript: I
read it in the newspapers - the British began to criticize us, saying
GADHAFI must personally apologize, Libya is a terrorist state, he is a
dictator, and we do not need these relations

‘It is Britain who must come. It is Britain who needs relations with
Libya.

It should come and kneel before Libya so that we c¢an perhaps open the
file and say we may reconsider the matter.’ He said Taylor had told
him he would like to put the relationship between Britain and Libya to
rights.

"We told him that for you, yes, it is all right. We are here, we have
demands. We said we have demands ..




x
|
|
1
|

l

i
"Britain took part in aggression against us. Britain planted mines in
Libya .. l

'He (Taylor) said: you are with the IRA, vou ére with Ireland. We said
to him: Ireland is a just cause. We support it, terrorism or no
terrorism.’ In 1987, GADHAFI was asked by France’s La Cing television
about a shipment of seized arms from Libya said to be intended for the
IRA in its fight to end British rule in Northern Ireland. ‘Yes, I
support this (IRA) cause,’ GADHAFI said then. |

The Associated Press

|
COPYRIGHT (C) THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 1983 - 1995
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KBV R 50QUEEN ANNE'SGATE LO/DON swin 9AT

POLICE
LZPENDANTS’
TRUST Plcase address all correspondence to
Pacron: HM The Queen THE SECRETARY POLICE DEPENDANT!: TRUST

18 Cctober 1981
POLICE DEPENDANTS' TRUST

The trustees of the Police Dependants' Trust ha e been
considering, in the light of legal advice, what should be done
about the donation of £250,000 which was sent t.: them earlier in
the year by the Libyan Police Syndicate. With :he donation the
Trust was given a copy of a letter from the Gen.:ral Secretary of
the Syndicate which included the following para:;raph:

"The Libyan Police Syndicate, whose members are obliged to protect

security and law and order - and in which task they face
difficulties requiring the support of society for themselves and
their families - feel that this painful eveni. [the shooting of

WPC Yvonne Fletcher] regquires public apologie: and co-operation
and solidarity with our colleagues in the UK. The Syndicate has
therefore decided to give the amount of £250,0'0 towards the fund

for the protection of families of police in the UK as a

contribution from the syndicate to suppor: this noble and
humanitarian activity."

Under charity law it is the duty of trustees to give priority to
the financial interests of their charity and it: beneficiaries
for whom they are responsible. This duty norma. ly reguires them
to accept unconditional gifts of money no matte: what their
source. The trustees of the Police Dependants’ Trust have,
however, concluded that they should not accept |he donation from
the Libyan Police Syndicate because of the Liby n authorities’
record of support for terrorist organisations, .ncluding the
Provisional IRA who have been responsible for tie deaths of
British police officers. The trustees have the:'efore decided to
apply to the Charity Commissioners or {(if the Clarity
Commissioners so direct) to the Court for autho: ity to refuse the
gift. They will issue a further statement when the outcome of
the application is known.

All press enquiries should telephone: 071 273 4110
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ORIGINAL: ARABIC

LETTER DATED 15 NOVEMBER 1991 FRCM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE
OF THE LIBYAN ARAE JAMAHIRIYA TC THE UNITED NATIONS ADDRESSED
TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL

.,

I have the honour to transmit to you herewith the text of a communlque
issued by the People's Committee for Foreigm Liaison and International -
Cocperation concerning British and American statements in which accusaticns
are made against what they have called "Libyan elements" of having been
involved in the distressing incident of the crash of a Pan American World
Airways aircraft in 1988 and categorically denying that Libya had any
association with the said incident.

I-should be grateful if you would have this letter and its annex
circulated as a document of the Security Council.

(Signed) Ali Ahmed ELHOUDEIRI
Permanent Representative

91-38966 2779g (E)
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Annex {
|
Communigue issued by the People's Committee for Foreign Lialson

and International Cooperatién
|

The People's Committee for Foreign Liaison and Fnternational Cooperation
learnt with astonishmert of the British and Americanistatements in which
accusations are made against what they have called "Libyan elements" of haviang
been involved in the distressing incident of the crash of a Pap American World
Airways aircraft in 1988. The People's Committee fo% Foreign Liaison and
International Ccoperation categorically denies that Libya had any association
with that incident or that there was any knowledge of it on the part of the
Libyan autharities, reaffirms 1ts condemnation of terrorism in all its forms,
and extends the sympathy of the Libyan people to the]families affected by the
incident and expresses its solidarity with them. j N

When. a small, developing country such as Libya finds itself accused by
super-Powers such as the United States and the United Kingdom, it reserves its
full right to legitimate self-defence before a fair and impartial
jurisdiction, before the United Nations and before the International Court of
Justice and other bodies. : . ,

|
‘ The People's Committee for Foreigm Liaison and international Cooperation,
while it suggests that the language of intimidation is not in accord with the
parameters of the present time and that the alternative thereto is dialogue,
evidence and logic, emphasizes that no contact has bheen established with the
competent judicial authorities in Libya with a view to exploring the truth and
verifying these allegations. |

t
§

We urge the United States and the United Kingdo% to be governed by the
logic of the law, by wisdom and by reason and to seek the judgement of
impartial intermational commissions of inquiry or ofithe International Court
of Justice. | :

i
!
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY ' SECURITY COUNCIL
Forty-sixth session Forty-sizth year
Agenda item 67

STRENGTHENING OF SECURITY AND COOPERATION

- IN THE MEDITERRANEAN REGION “

Letter dated 17 November 1991 from the Permanent Representative

of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriyva to the United Nations addressed
to the Segretarg-General

I have the honour to transmit herewith a letter addressed to you by
Mr. Ibrahim M. Bishari, Secretary of the People's Committee of the People's
Bureau for Foreign Liaisonm and International Cooperation concerning the
British and United States statements accusing what they called “Libyan
elements"” of responsibility for the distressing 1nc1dent of the crash of a
Unxted States Pan Am aircraft in 19838.

I should be grateful if you would have this letter circulaté& as an
official document of the General Assembly under agenda item 67{ and of the
Security Council. :

(Signed) Ali Ahmed ELHOUDEIRI

Permanent Representative

91-39385 2746f (E) Fae
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Annex

Letter from the Secretary of the People's Committee of the
People's Bureau for Foreign Liaison and International
Cooperation to the Secretary-General

1

You have undoubtedly followed the statements iSsued by the Governments of
the United Kingdom and the United States of America#accusing what they have
called "Libyan elements" of responsibility for the ﬁistressing incident of the
crash of the Pan Am aircraft in 1988. While we are! astonished at the issuance
of such statements and the strong language in whichi they are couched at a time
when the world is witnessing an iaternational détente that has led to
renunciation of the use of such language and such random flinging of
accusations, while we are astonished at that, we warn that such statements
stem from a premeditated intention to accuse the Great Jamahiriya and
undertake aggression against it. They unquestlcnably represent a great threat
to peace and security, not only in the region but t?roughout the world.

We categorically deny that the Great Jamahiriyg had any association with
that incident or that the Libyan authorities have aﬂy knowledge of its
perpetrators, and we reaffirm cur condemnation of lnternatlonal terrorism in
all its forms and extend the sympathy of the Libyan’ 'Arab people to the
families of the wvictims of the incident ang express‘lts solidarity with them.
1 .
The Great Jamahiriya is a small, developing country. It is subjected to
false accusations by the United States of America and the United Kingdom and,
consequently, reserves its right to self-defence before the United Nations.
At the same time, it affirms its belief in the peaceful settlement of
disputes, as provided for in Article 33, paragraph 1, of the Charter, which
provides that the parties to any dispute "shall, fizfst of all, seek a solution
by negotiation, enguiry, mediation, comciliation, arbitration, judicial
settlement ...%. The Great Jamahiriya is willing to resolve any difference
between it -and the United States of America and the United Kingdom by the

means provided for in this Article. f

The threatening language coantained in the statements by the Governments
of the United States of America and the United Kingdom are incompatible with
the spirit of the age in which we live, the age of Jétente and peaceful
coexistence. and is no longer the laaguage of communication and dialogue
between civilized nations. The alternative is adherence to the purposes and
principles of the Charter of the United Nations. I hereby affirm that the
competent authorities in the Great Jamahiriya adhere to the provisions of the
Charter, particularly with regard to the peaceful settlement of disputes. We
in the Great Jamahiriya are amazed that the Governments of States that are
permanent members of the Security Council should direct such baseless
accusations against a small State such as Libya.

AN
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Through you, Sir, we c¢all upon the United States of America and the
United Kingdom to resori to the language of dialogue and the logic of law,
wisdom and reason., as provided for in the Charter. You will perceive, as you
have in the past perceived, the extent of the Great Jamahiriya's readiness to
cooperate in the conduct of any neutral and honest enquiry. '

Raising issues as.a means of propaganda and escalating them in this way
without making any official contacts with the Libyan authorities and making
insinuations and threats regarding the adoption of economic measures against
the Great Jamahiriya before completion of the legal procedures, confirms our
suspicion that these States seek only to intimidate us. It also recalls their
interventions in the course of events that we have mentioned.

In conclusion, we affirm to you our condemnation of intermnational
terrorism in all its forms, to which Libya has fallen victim more than once.
In 1983 a Libyan civilian ajircraft was downed, and in 1986 the Great
Jamahiriya was subjected to direct military aggressiona.

Ibrahim M, BISHARI
Secretary of the People‘s Committee
of the People's Bureau for Foreign Liaison
and Internaticnal Cooperation
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' GENERAL
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ENGLISH

ORIGINAL: ARABIC

REQUEST FOR THE CONVENING OF A SPECIAL SESSION
OF THE GERERAL ASSEMBLY

Letter dated 7 January 1992 from the Permanent Representative
of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriyva to the United Nations addressed
to the Secretary-General 1/ - \

I have the honour to transmit to you the text of a memcrandum from the
Secretary of the People's Committee for Foreign Liaison and Intermational
Cooperation {see annex) reguesting that a special session of the General
Assembly be convened to consider the following item:

“Danger posed by the phenomencen of international terrorism -to
international peace and security and a number of other grave issues of
concern to all nations".

{(Signed) Ali Ahmed ELHOUDEIRI
Permanent Representative

i/ By note verbale of 9 January 1992, the Secretary-Genera]l transmitted’
the letter of the Permanent Representative and its annex to all States
Members, in accordance with rule 9 (a}) of the rules of procedure of the
General Assembly.

92-01089 29245 {(E)} PN
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Memorandum from the Secretary of the People's Committee for
Foreign Liaison and International Cooperation of the Libyan
Arab Jamahiriva addressed to the Secreta?v-General

|

ANNEX

On the basis of the historic and pioneering responsibility assumed by the
1 September Revolution for devising sclutions to the mény problems and issues
that preoccupy mankind - The Green Book, which constitutes a guide to the
emancipation of peoples from oppression, exploitation and ignorance. being
known to one and all - and in an awareness of the danger that the phenomenorn
of international terrorism poses to intermational peace and security, this
initiative is being taken to reguest the convening of a special session of the
General Assembly in order first to reach a definition of international
terrorism and then to eliminate it and the underlying causes of all those
forms of terrorism and acts of viclence to which the world is prone, andito
consider a number of other grave issues of concern to ?ll nations.

By means of such a session, the intermational community will thus be able “

to address the causes of international terrorism in a concerted manner and to
eliminate it so as to open the way for the emergence of a secure international
climate in which all peoples may live in security, peace and happiness in
keeping with a proper implementation of the Charter of' the United Natioms.
: l

Among the causes of the spread of violence in theiworld is the failure to
resclve a number of political issues, some of which are set forth by way of
example in appendix I. [

There are a number of other phenomena that must also be addressed given
that their elimination pertains to the elimination of terrorlsm and that
without their elimination the world will be in a constant state of
instability, fear and alarm. These phenomena are: t

- - 1 - )
1. Weapons of mass destruction., offensive weapons and strategic weapons

|

The possession of these weapons and threats made Vith them constitute a
significant form of intimidation to all mankind, 1nc1udzng the possessors of
such weapons. l

Accordingly, we suggest that there is a need for égreement on a
well-defined timetable for the achievement of the folléwing:

'

{a) The complete destruction of nuclear, biologiéal and chemical weapons
in comsideration of the fact that they are weapons Whlch are psychologxcally
intimidating and materially destructive; i :

(b} The banning and criminalization of their manufacture, possession and
use;

feas

2
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{c) The destruction of other weapons of terror, such as ballistic
missiles, ard the banning and criminalization of their manufacture;

(d) The barnning and criminalizatior of the positioning of naval fleets
on the seas, and their confinement to the oceans until such time as they are
finally eliminated;

{(e) The destruction and banning and the criminalization of the
manufacture and acquisition of aircraft-carriers and in-flight refuelling
airecraft;

(f) The restriction of acquisition to that of defensive weapons alone
and only within the territorial waters and airspace of the State in gquestion.

In order to promote the above, all military bases maintained by any State

in other countries will be ligquidated and remcved so that outside armies are
withdrawn from the territory of others.

2. Compensation

Compensation for those peoples who were colomized and underwent slaughter

and torture at the hands of the colonizers and for those families ard
individuals who suffered damage from past acts of aggression will put an end
to the injustice, hatred and revenge that are now considered to pertain to
acts of international terrorism:

{(a) Compensation for the coclonial periocd, in that the colonizing States
provide just compensation for the colonial peoples for the harm done to them,
the plundering of their resources and the theft of their cultural heritage
during the colonial period:

{b) Compensation for peoples, families and individuals who have been
victims of terrorism and wviolence, as set forth, by way of example, in
appendix II:;

{c} Improving the security of aircraft and ensuring the presence of a
medical team on board each flight and on each sea voyage.

3. Refugees, deportees and abducted persons
These groups have contributed to the spread of the phenomenon of
reciprocal violence and terrorism on numerous pretexzts by their home countries

and the countries that give them shelter or exploit them. There must be:

{a}) An undertaking on the part of all States to accept the repatriation

of deportees and refugees, not to interfere with them and to assist them to

resettle;

Fuun




A/46/840
English
Page 4

{(b) Eelease of abducted persons and detainees and the handing over of
all those being sought by international police author%ties«

4. Review of the Charter of the United Natignms }

Meeting the responsibility for the maintenance of international peace and
security is a grave and important matter, and therefo#e the participation of
the great majority of peoples in this momentous task will lead to the
elimination of terrorism and the strengthening of intermatiomal stability amd
security. This can only be achieved by amending the Charter so that:

(a) The General Assembly of the United Nations, |which represents all
Member States, is given decision-making authority and it is for the Security
Council to implement the decisions of the Gemeral Assembly;

{b) The composition of the Security Council and|the right of veto are
reconsidered; N

{c) There is a similar review of the International Court of Justice.

5. Economic and social matters

!

The achievement of a world in which stability and well-being prevail and
of a stage where the happy society is attained that will doubtless contribute
to the creation of stability and security and the eradication of terrorism has
become a matter of the utmost importance. In order to be able to achieve this
important step on the rcad to the happiness of mankind, we propose the
implementation of the following plan: (

(a) Commitment to the implementation of the int#rnational agreements on
the welfare and protection of mothers and children; f

{b) The banning of all manifestations of violen#e such as hoxing and
wrestling of all kinds and of contests grueling to an%mals. and compassion
towards them; !

{¢c) A resolute approach to dangerous diseases such as cancer, acquired
immune deficiency syndrome, pcliomyelitis and malaria!(aPPEndix I1T1):
I :
{@) Combating and treatment of the phenomenon o; narcotic addiction;

{e) Commitment to international agreements in the field of environmental
protection, and the conclusion of new agreements on the protection of the
atmosphere; ?

I

(f) The establishment of an international irrig#tion'systeq to prevent
the flow of rivers, rain, snow and ice into the seas and oceans, and their
diversion to the lapd mass; [

|
|
i
|
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{g) Low-cost desalination of sea water:

{h) The elimination of agricultural pests, particularly locusts;
{i) The halting of desertification;

(j) The utilization of solar power.

6. Establishment ¢of a fund

This historic propesal calls for the establishment of an international
fund answerable to the General Assembly to which all States would contribute
in accordance with their capacities in order to meet all of the afeoresaid

obligations.

7. An international central committee answerable to the United Nations
should be established and should have subcommittees to cover all parts of the

world.

The committees should be endowed with the necessary powers and

resources to undertake the tasks of inspection and implementation.

Ibrahim M, BISHARI
Secretary of the People's Committee
for Foreign Liaison and International
Cooperation

PR
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APPENDIX I

The guestion of Palestine

The problem of South Africa

The problem of mincorities in the world
The problem of the Kurdish people

The Kashmir problem

The problem of Northern Ireland

The problem of Cyprus
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APPENDIX II
The Libyan civil aircraft shot down by the Israelis over Sinrai on

21l February 1973 with 111 passengers on board.

The Italian civil aircraft that crashed on 27 June 1980 over Ustica with
81 passengers on board.

The Koreap civil aircraft shot down in the airspace of the former Soviet
Union on 31 August 1983 with 269 passengers on board.

The United States anmd British attack on the cities ¢of the Great
Jamahiriya on 15 April 1986 in which there were some 400 civilian victims,

including 104 children, 85 women, 33 disabled persons and 41 elderly persons.

The Iranian civil aircraft shot down by the United States Navy on
3 July 1988 with 290 passengers on board.

The United States Pam Am civil aircraft that crashed on 21 December 1988
with 270 passengers on board.

The French UTA civil aircraft that crashed on 19 September 1981 with
170 passengers on board.

Fau
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APPENDIX III

Malaria

Meningitis

Infecticus hepatitis

Cholera

Onchocerciasis

Heart and arterial diseases

Cancer

Acquired immune deficiency syndrome

Poliomyelitis
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REQUEST FOR THE CONVENING OF A SPECIAL SESSION
OF THE GERERAL ASSEMBLY

Letter dated 7 January 1992 from the Permanent Representative
of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya to the United Nations addressed

to _the Secretary-General

Corrigendum*

Replace Appendix I by the following text

APPENDIX Y
Question of Palestine
Problem of South Africa
Problem of minorities in the world
Problem of the Kurdish nation
Probleﬁ of Northern Ireland

Problem of Cyprus

* This corrigendum is issued at the request of the Permanent Mission
of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya to the United Nations.

92-02567 2904h (E)
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY SECURITY COUNCIL
Forty-sixth session Forty-seventh year
Agenda items 69 and 125
PROTECTION AND SECURITY QF SMALL STATES
MEASURES TO PREVENT INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM
WHICH ENDANGERS OR TAKES INNOCENT HUMAN
LIVES OR JEOPARDIZES FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS
AND STUDY OF THE UMNDERLYING CAUSES OF THOSE
FORMS OF TERRORISM AND ACTS OF VIOLENCE
WHICH LIE IN MISERY, FRUSTRATION, GRIEVANCE
AND DESPAIR AND WHICH CAUSE SOME PEOPLE TO
SACRIFICE HUMAN LIVES, INCLUDING THEIR OWN,
IN AN ATTEMPT TO EFFECT RADICAL CHANGES
{a) REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
(b) CORVENING, UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE
UNITED NATIONS, OF AN INTERNATIONAL
CONFERENCE TO DEFINE TERRORISM AND TO
DIFFERENTIATE IT FROM TEE STRUGGLE OF
PEOPLES FOR NATIONAL LIBERATION

Letter dated 8 January 1992 from the Permanent Representative
of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriva to the United Nations addressed
to_the Secretary-General

I have the honour to tramsmit to you herewith a letter addressed to you
by Mr. Ibrahim M. Bishari, Secretary of the People's Committee of the People's
Bureau for Foreigm Liaisou and International Cooperation.

I should be grateful if you would have the present letter and its annex
circulated as a document of the General Assembly, under agenda items 69 and
125, and of the Security Council.

(Signed) Ali Ahmed ELEOUDEIRI
Permanent Representative

§2-01053 29974 (E) : /..
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ANNEX

The People's Committee of the People's Bureau for Foreign Liaison and
International Cooperation has taken note of the statements issued on
20 December 1991 and circulated as documents of the General Assembly and the
Security Council at the reguest of the permzarnent rep}esentatlves of France,
the United Kingdom and the United States of America.| Having studied these
statements, it is evident to us that they are merely|a repetition of the
allegations and accusations made against my country that we have already
denied categorically and with regard to which we have repeatedly urged that
any material and tangible evidence that might confirm them should be
produced. In this context, my country would like to |reaffirm its condemnation
of terrorism in all its forms, inasmuch as it has been its prime victim.
Perhaps the internaticnal community still recalls the deliberate dowming of a
Libyan civil aircraft over Sinai in 1973. Perhaps it also still reecalls the
United States military attack on peaceable Libyan cities in 1986, in which
there were hundreds of innocent civilian victims, on|the pretext that Libya
was responsible for the bombing of a Berlin nightclub. It was subsequently
made public that Libya was irnocent of any involvement in that incident, but
the United States expressed no regret and did mot prévide the compensation
endorsed by the General Assembly of the United Nations and by other

international and regional organizations.

It is our fear that this campaigrp to mar my country's good repute and
deceive world public opinion is merely a preliminary|to renewed aggression
against Libya. If it is merely a matter of inguiring into the two incidents
in which the United States and French passenger aircraft were drowned, then my
country has already expressed its readiness to coopeéate with the parties
concerned. It entrusted two judges with the task of‘conducting an ingquiry and
gathering information, and -they have already embarked on that inquiry, With
regard to thosé against whom charges have been made,lthey have taken all the
measures that accord with the Libyan Code of Criminal Procedure promulgated in
1953, including contact with the competent judicial'éuthorities in the three
countries in question, which have, however, refused to respond to the judges'
request. If, on the other hand, it is simply =a ques#ion of a difference of
legal opinion regarding the authority that has jurisdiction in the inguiry.,
then we do not believe that the language of threats and menaces that has been
used by the three countries in their statements is célled for. International
law on the guestion is c¢lear and explicit, aad it shows that the Libyan
judicial authorities are those that have 3urlsdlctioﬂ, and this involves no

great difficulty.

Despite the foregoing, aware as we are of the interrmational dimensions
and ramifications of the incidents invoked and of the large number &f
countries that are concerned parties and despite the [fact that we are fully
persuaded of the impartiality and fairness of the administration of justice in
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Libya, we have nevertheless, in a desire to convince the other parties of our
good faith, offered our azceptance in principle of a fair and impartial
international ingquiry intc the matter or of recourse to the International
Court of Justice, the major judicial instrument of the United Wations, for a
decision on the guestion of conflicting jurisdictions. It is a source of
regret that the three countries have rejected all of these offers. When they
came together on the position they have adopted, they resorted to peoliticizing
the issue by submitting it to the Security Council. We, however, affirm that
submission of the matter to *“he Security Council has no basis either in the
Charter of the United Nations or in intermational law, which dees not
stipulate that the Security Council has the power to consider judicial cases
involwving individuals.

If it is a matter of political differences between the three countries
and Libya, then the differences must be discussed on the basis of the Charter
of the United Nations, which does not endorse aggression or the threat of
aggression but rather calls for the resolution of differences by peaceful
means. Libya has expressed its readiness to pursue any peaceful means that
the three countries may desire for the resolution of existing differences. We
should like, through you, to offer the following:

1. To enter into dialogue with the three countries, either directly or
through the United Nations, with a view teo resolving any political
dispute between us and the parties concerned.

2. To invite the parties, if it is maintained that a legal conflict
exists, to reach agreement on its resolution through internatiocanal
judicial authorities, including the International Court of Justice
and in accordance with its Statute.

3. To urge the three countries to provide the Libyan judges entrusted
with the investigation into these two regrettable incidents with an
official copy of the records of the investigation, concerning which

they have already submitted requests to the authorities concerned in
those countries.

My country is a vietim of international terrorism and of terrorist
groups, since the United States is training and arming terrorists for the
purpose of murdering innocent civilians. It is maintaining terrorist camps
and compelling Libyan army prisoners to work against their people and, from
practitioners of an honourable military calling, it is converting them into
terrorists,

\
'
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Libya has affirmed and now reaffirms a position
fully committed to the provisions of the Charter of
relating to the settlement of disputes between State
its complete readiness to cooperate with all parties
for the resolution of that dispute by peaceful means
by Chapter VI, Article 33, of the Charter of the Uni

of principle that is
the United Nations

s. Libya has expressed
to the present dispute
, as explicitly reguired
ted Nations.

Ibrahim M. BISHARI

Secretary of the
People's Bureau
Internat

People's Committee of the
for Foreign Liaison and
ipnal Cooperation
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13 January 1992
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ORIGINAL: ARABIC
GENERAL ASSEMBLY SECURITY CCUNCIL
Forty-sixzth session Forty-seventh year

Agenda item 125

MEASURES TO PREVENT INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM
WHICH ENDANGERS OR TAKES INNOCENT HUMAN
LIVES OR JEOPARDIZES FUNDAMENTAL FREEDCMS
AND STUDY OF TBE UNDERLYING CAUSES OF
THOSE FORMS OF TERRORISM AND ACTS OF
VIOLENCE WHICH LIE IN MISERY, FRUSTRATION,
GRIEVANCE AND DESPAIR AND WHICH CAUSE SOME
PEOPLE TC SACRIFICE HUMAN LIVES, INCLUDING
THEIR OWN, IN AN ATTEMPT TO EFFECT RADICAL
CHANGES: ' (a) REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL;
(b) CONVENING, UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE
UNITED HATIONS, OF AN INTERNATIONAL CORFERENCE
TO DEFINE TERRORISM AND TO DIFFERENTIATE IT
FROM THE STRUGGLE OF PEOPLES FOR NATIONAL
LIBERATION

Letter dated 20 November 1991 from the Permanent Representative

of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya to the United Nations addressed
to the Secretary-General#*

I have the honour to transmit to you herewith the text of a letter

addressed to you by Mr. Ybrahim Muhammad Bishari, Secretary of the People's
Committee for Foreigm Liaison and International Cooperation, concerning the
statements made by the Governments of the United Kingdom and the United States

accusing what they call "Libyan elements” of responsibility for the

distressing incident in which a Pan Am aircraft crashed in 1988 and concerning

b Previously issued as document A/C.1/46/23; reissued as a docume
the General Assembly, under agenda item 125, and of the Security Council
the regquest ¢of the Permaneat Mission of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya to the
United Nations.

92-01448 28331 (E)
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the fact that those statements contain accusations |and threats at a time when
international relations are undergoing a relaxation of tensions and there is a
spirit of accord among members of the international community based on

constructive dialogue and mutual respect.

I should bhe grateful if you would have this letter and its annex
circulated as a document of the United Batioms.

(Signed) Ali Ahmed ELHOUDEIRI
Permanent Representative

t’o;.
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ANNEX

Letter from the Secretary of the People's Committee
for Foreign Liaison and International Cooperation

of the Libvan Arab Jamahiriya addressed to the
Secretary-General

You have no doubt noted the statements made by the Governments of the
United Kingdom and the United States accusing what they call "Libyan elements”
of responsibility for the distressing incideat in which a Pan am aircraft
crashed over Scotland im 1988, while we have declared our astonishment that
such statements of accusation and threat are being issued at a time when
interpational relations are witnessing a concord among States that is
promoting the value of dialogue.

Such official statements by the United States Department of Justice, the
official spokesman for the White House and the British Foreign Secretary
indicate a premeditated intention of and a carefully considered plan for
aggression against the Libyan people.

Successive United States administrations have persistently intervemed in
Libya's internal affairs with a view to foreibly changing its popular
political and social regime, bringing all possible pressures to bear on it,
conspiring against the political and social choices it has made and
intimidating it. This has, on many occasions, reached the point of aggression
on false pretexts that lack any material and tangible evidence.

In the political, economic and military confroantation that has been
imposed upon it, Libya has challenged United States administrations, before
American and world public opinion, to produce tangible, material evidence to
corroborate their accusations. On each occasion,-however, United States
administrations have failed to produce such tangible, material evidence and
have evaded confronting the truth that lies behind the falsity of their
allegations.

I

In 1986, the United States Administration invented false pretexts,
unsupported by any tangible and material evidence, and falsely and
slanderously accused Libya of responsibility for the bombing of a Berlin
nightclub and for a bombing incident at Rome airport. It embarked on
treacherous military aggression at night - without awaiting the outcome of any
inguiry - against the Libyan people while they were peacefully and tranguilly
asleep and thereby showed contempt for all moral and humanitarian values. It
killed innocent children, o0ld people ard citizens, destroyed schools,
hospitals and kindergartens and brought psychological terror into the hearts
of sleeping children, old people and women with its treacherous and
unwarranted aggression.

Fone
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It subsequently became clear from the results of inquiries into those two
incidents that Libya had no association with them. |Nevertheless, the United
States Administration expressed no regret for its aggression, and it was as if
the people killed were mo more than a flock of sheep, despite the fact that
the world, as represented by intermational and regional organizations and by
democratic forces, condemned the aggression, exoneréted the Libyan people and
expressed its condolences and its solidarity with the families of the dead and
wounded in a whole series of international resolutions, inecluding:

General Assembly resolution 41/38 of 20 November 1986;

The resolution of the eighth Summit Conference|of the Movemeat of
Non-Aligned Countries, held at Harare in 1986:

The Declaration of the Assembly of Heads of St?te and Government of the
Organization of African Unity at its twenty-second ordinary session in
July 1986;

Communiqué No. 21 of the Islamxc Summit Conference at its session held in
RKuwait in 1987.

II

The United States is exploiting the current internaticnmal situation to
set itself up as a world governmeant and an internat%onal policeman determining
what is true and what is false and defining ethics and good conduct. Now, it
suddenly surprises us and the whole world by fabric#ting new and groundless
pretexts and by falsely and slanderously accusing L%bya once again, three
years after the crash of a United States Pan Am aircraft into which the United

States Administration has conducted an inguiry.

Libya has heard, just as the world has heard, the statements of some
United States and British leaders denying that beya has any association with
this incident and directing their suspicions against other parties. The
United States of America has, however, with the power of one capable of doing
so, endeavoured to refute the accusations made against other parties and to
exculpate them. It has accused Libya, which it had'prev;ously exonerated,
perhaps because of something in Libyan policy that does not please the United
States Administration, with the premeditated intention of engaging in
aggression in order to change the popular democratic regime by force, a
popular political regime of which the United States Pﬂmipistration does not
approve, thereby violating the provisions of the Charter of the United Nations
prohibiting the threat or use of force and calling for the peaceful solution

of problems between States by means of dialogue.

The United Stat2s Administration is once again |inventing false
accusations unsupported by any material, tangible evidence. It is jumping to
conclusions and it is deciding for aggressiom, as has been said by United
States apd British leaders. Once more, we challenge the United States
Administration and the British Govermment, before American, British and world
public opinion, to produce convincing material, tangible evidence.

A
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Furthermore, when the General People's Committee for Justice learned from
the People's Committee for Foreignm Liaison that it had received a note from
the British Government in which accusations were made against *“two Libyans”,
it proceeded to appoint a judge to inguire inte the accusations made. The
General People's Committee for Justice requested the United States
Administration and the British Govermment to nominate lawyers to monitor the
fairness and propriety of the inguiry. It also requested irnternational
humanitarian organizations to nominate lawyers to ascertain the propriety and
fairness of the ingquiry and the desire of the Great Jamahiriya to establish
the truth as it was and not as it was seen or desired by the United States and
British Governments. This corroborates the sincerity of our intentions and
cur unconditional readiness to cooperate in order to establish the truth,

The Great Jamahiriyva declares its readiness to cooperate to the full with
any impartial intermatiomal judicial authority, because we are the victim in
this matter. If, however, it is a matter of another premeditated act of
aggression on the part of the United States Administration amnd the British
Government with the intention of penalizing Libya, changing its popular
political and social regime by force and punishing it for the political
positions it has adopted., then we expect the Security Council and General
Assembly of the United Natioms, the international community, those peoples and
govercments that cherish justice and peace and world public cpinicn to stand
by Libya in defence of its rights and in defence of the Charter of the United
Hations. The Charter guarantees the equality of peoples and their right to
make their own peolitical and social choices, a right that is enshrined in
religious laws and is guaranteed by international law.

In placing before you these facts and stating our point of view, we look
forward to the adoption of a collective position that will put a halt to this
repeated aggression against the Libyan people. We reserve our right, with
your support, to defend ourselves in accordance with Artiecle 51 of the Charter
of the United NHations. We are appreciative of your role in the maintenance of
peace and security amd in the creation of a world in which great and small,
powerful and weak are equal.

(Signed) Ibrahim Muhammad BISHARI
Secretary of the People's Committee
for Foreign Liaison and International
Cocperation

. e i
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LETTER DATED 17 JANUARY 1992 FROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE
OF TEE LIBYAN ARAE JAMAHIRIYA TO THE UNITED NATIONS ADDRESSED
TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL

I have the honour, in my capacity as the Chairman of the Arab Group for
the month of January, to encleose the text of Resolution No. 5158 adopted by
the Council of the Arab League on 16 January 1992 concerning the recent
accusations directed against the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya.

I would greatly appreciate if you may kindly circulate the text of this
resolution as a document of the Security Council.

(Signed) Ali A. ELHOUDERI
Chairman, Arab Grouwp for January
Permanent Representative
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya

92-02128 2850i (E) /.
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~ Annex

Resolution adopted by the Council of the League of Arab States,
at _its resumed session, on 16 January 1992

[Criginal: Arabic]

Th uncil of the L e of Ar s, meeting in resumed special
session on Thursday, 16 January 1991,

Recalling its resolution 5156 of 5 December 1991 concerning the
American-British accusations against the Great Socialist Libyan Arab People's
Jamahiriya,

Welcoming the genuine cooperation shown by the Great Jamahiriya with
regard to the ongoing inquiries relating to the distressing incidents
involving the United States Pan Am aircraft and the French UTA aircraft,

Stressing the importance of cooperation by the parties concerned through

legal channels with a view to bringing the truth to light and of the adoption
of the legal measures necessary to ensure the achievement of that end,

DECIDES

l. To express pnce more its suppeort for the Great Socialist People's Libyan
Arab Jamahiriya and its commendation of the Jamaqiriya's assiduous desire to
uncover the facts relating to the distressing incidents involving the United
States Pan Am aircraft and the French UTA aircraft.

2. To reaffirm the provisions of paragraph 2 of its resolution 5156 of

5 December 1991 calling for the establishment.of|a joint commission of the
United Nations and the League of Arab States; and to eatrust the
Secretary-General of the League with the task of establishing contact with the
United Nations so that its Secretary-Gereral may offer his mediation to all
the parties concerned with a view to devising a peaceful settlement to the
problemn.

3. To urge all the parties concerned to provide the facilities necessary for
the performance of the commission‘'s task.

4, To urge the Security Council to resolve the conflict by negotiation,
mediation and judicial settlement in accordance with the provisicns of
Article 33 of Chapter VI of the Charter of the United Nations.

5. To request the Secretary-Gemeral to follow up the implementation of this
resolution by any r2ans that he deems appropriate; and to comsider the Council
as being irn continuous session in order to monitor developments regarding the
issue,

(RES/S/5158, 16 January 1992)

A
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NOTE BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL

At the conclusion of the 3046th meeting of the Security Council, held at
the level of Heads of State and Government on 31 January 1992 in connection
with the item entitled "The responsibility of the Security Council in the
maintenance of international peace and security®, the President of the
Security Council made the following statement on behalf of the members of
the Council.

Y

"The members of the Security Council have authorized me to .make the
following statement on their behalf.

"The Security Council met at the Headquarters -of the United Nations
in New York on 31 January 1992, for the first time at the level of Heads
of sState and Government. The members of the Council considered, within
the Eramework of their commitment to the United Nations Charter, "The
responsibility of the Security Council in the maintenance of
international peace and security'. 1/

1/ The meeting was chaired by the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland as the President of the Security Council for
January. Statements were made by His Excellency Dr. Franz Vranitzky, Federal
Chancellor of Austria, His Excellency Mr. Wilfried Martens, Prime Minister of .
Belgium, His Excellency Dr. Carlos Alberto Wahnon de Carvalho Veiga,

Prime Minister of Cape Verde, His Excellency Mr. Li Peng, Premier of the State
Council of China, His Excellency Dr. Rodrigo Borja—Cevallos, Constitutional
President of Ecuador, His Excellency Mr. Francois Mitterrand, President of
France, His Excellency Dr. Géza Jeszenszky, Minister for Foreigqn Affairs and
Personal Emissary of the Prime Minister of Hungary, His Excellency

Mr. P. V. Narasimha Rao, Prime Minister of India, His Excellency

Mr. Kiichi Miyazawa, Prime Minister of Japan, His Majesty Hassan II, King of
Morocco, His Exceliency Mr. Boris N. Yeltsin, President of the Russian
Federation, His Excellency the Rt. Hon. John Major MP, Prime Minister of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, His Excellency

Mr. George Bush, President of the United States of America, His Excellency

Dr. Carlos Andrés Pérez, President of Venezuela and His Excellency

Dr. Nathan Shamuyarira, Minister of Foreign Affairs and Personal Ewmissary of
the President of Zimbabwe, as well as by the Secretary-General, His Excellency
Dr. Boutros Beutros-Ghali.

92- 04334F 3047e (E) /oL
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*r1he members of the Security Council consider that their meeting is
a timely recognition of the fact that there ar% new favourable .
international circumstances under which the Security Council has begqun to
fulfil more effectively its primary responsibiﬂity for the maintenance of

international peace and security.

*a time of change

"This meeting takes place at a time of momentous change. The ending
of the Cold War has raised hopes for a safer, more equitable and more
humane world. Rapid progress has been made, in many regqgions of the
world, towards democracy and responsive forms df goverment, as well as
towards achieving the Purpcoses set out in the Charter. The completion of
the dismantling of apartheid in South Africa wculd constitute a major
contribution to these Purposes and positive trqnds including to the

encouragement of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms.

*"Last year, under the authority of the United Nations, the ]
international community succeeded in enabling Kuwait to regain its i
sovereignty and territorial integrity, which it had lost as a result of :
Iraqi aggression. The resolutions adopted by the Security Council remain
essential to the restoration of peace and stability in the region and
must- be fully implemented. At the same time the members of the Council
are concerned by the humanitarian situation of |the 1nnocent civilian
population of Iraq.

*The members of the Council support the Middle East peace process,
facilitated by the Russian. Federation and the United States, and hope
that it will be brought to a successful conclusion on the basis of
council resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973).

*They welcome the role the United Nations has been able to play
under the Charter in progress towards settlinq long-standing reqgional
disputes, and will work for further progress towards their resolution.
They applaud the valuable contribution being made by United Nations
peace-keeping forces now operating in #sia, Africa, Latin America and
Europe.

"The members of the Council note that United Nations peace-keeping
tasks have increased and broadened considerably in recent years.
Election monitoring, human rights verification| and the repatriation of
refugees have in the settlement of some regional conflicts, at the
request or with the agreement of the parties concerned, been integral
parts of the Security Council's effort to maintain international peace
and security. They welcome these developments! .

"The members of the Council] also recognize that change, however
welcome, has brought new risks for stabilicy and security. Some of the
most acute problems result from changes to State structures. The members
of the Council will encourage all efforts to hElp achieve peace,

stability and cooperation during these changes.
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*The international community therefore faces new challenges in the
search for peace. All Member States expect the United Nations to play a
central role at this crucial stage. The members of the Council stress
the importance of strengthening and improving the United Nations to
increase its effectiveness. They are determined to assume fully their
responsibilities within the United Nations Organization in the framework
of the Charter.

"The absence of war and military conflicts amongst States does not
in irself ensure international peace and security. The non-military
sources of instability in the economic, social, humanitarian and
ecological fields have become threats to peace and security. The United
Nations membership as a whole, working through the appropriate bodies,
needs to give the highest priority to the solution of these matters.

"Commitment to_collective security

"The members of the Council pledge their commitment to international
law and to the United Nations Charter. All disputes between States
should be peacefully resolved in accordance with the provisions of the
Charter.

"The wmembers of the council reaffirm their commitment to the
collective security system of the Charter to deal with threats to peace
and to reverse acts of aggression. :

"The members of the Council express their deep concern over acts of
international terrorism and emphasize the need for the international
community to deal efFectively with all such acts.

*Peacemaking and peace-keeping

*To strengthen the effectiveness of these commitments, and in order
that the Security Council should have the means to discharge its primary
responsibility under the Charter for the maintenance of international
peace and security, the members of the Council have decided on the
following approach.

*They invite the Secretary-General to prepare, for circulation to
the Members of the United Nations by 1 July 1992, his analysis and
recommendations on ways of strengthening and making more efficient within
the framework and provisions of the Charter the capacity of the United
Nations for preventive diplomacy, for peacemaking and for peace-keeping.

"The Secretary-General's analysis and recommendations could cover
the role of the United Nations in identifying potential crises and areas
of instability as well as the contribution to be made by regional
organizations in accordance with chapter VIII of the United Nations
Charter in helping the work of the Council. They could also cover the
need for adequate resources, both material and financial. The
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Secretary-General might draw on lessons learned in recent United Nations
peace-keeping missions to recommend ways of |making more effective
Secretariat planning and operations. He could also consider how greater

use might be made of his qood offices, and of his other functions under

the United Nations Charter.

"Disarmament, arms control and weapons of mass destruction

"The members of the Council, while Eully conscious of the
responsibilities of other organs of the Unlted Wations in the fields of
disarmament, arms contrel and non—proliferayion, reaffirm the crucial
contribution which progress in these areas can make te the maintenance of
international peace and security. They express their commitment to take
concrete steps to enhance the effectiveness |of the United NWations in

these areas.

"The members of the Council underiine the need for all Member States
to fulfil their obligations in relation to arms control and disarmament;
to prevent the proliferation in all its aspects of all weapons of mass
destruction; to avoid excessive and destabilizing accumulations and
transfers of arms; and to resolve peacefully in accordance with the
Charter any problems concerning these matters threatening or disrupting
the maintenance of regqional and global stability. They emphasize the
importance of the early ratification and implemenxation by. the States
concerned of all intermational and reqional |arms control arrangements,
especially the START and CFE Treaties.

*The proliferation of all weapons of mass destruction constitutes a
threat to international peace and security. | The members of the Council
commit themselves to working to prevent the |spread of technoloqy related
to the research for or production of such weapons and to take appropriate
action to that end. |

*on nuclear proliferation, they note the importance of the decision
of many countries to adhere to the Non-Proleeration Treaty and emphasize
the integral role in the implementation of that Treaty of fully effective
IAER safequards, as well as the importance qf effective export controls.
The -members of the Council will take appropriate measures in the case of

any violarions notified to them by the TAEA .

*on chemical weapons, they support the efforts of the Geneva.
Conference with a view to reaching agreement on the conclusion, by the
end of 1992, of a universal convention, including a verification regime,
to prohibit chemical weapons.

*On conventional armaments, they note the General Assembly's vote in
Favour of a United Nations reqister of arms transfers as a first step,
and in this connection recognize the 1mportance of all States providing
all the information called for in the General Assembly's resolution.

* * -
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"In conclusion, the members of the Security Council affirm their
determination to build on the initiative of their meeting in order to
secure positive advances in promoting international peace and security.
They agree that the United Nations Secretary-General has a crucial role
to play. The members of the Council express their deep appreciation to
the outgoing Secretary-General, His Excellency
Mr. Javier Pérez de Cuéllar, for his outstanding contribution to the work
of the United Nations, culminating in the signature of the El Salvador
peace agreement. They welcome the new Secretary-General, His Excellency
Dr. Boutros Boutros-Ghali, and note with satisfaction his intention to
strengthen and improve the functioning of the United Nations. They
pledge their full support to him, and undertake to work closely with him
and his staff in fulfilment of their shared objectives, including a more
efficient and effective United Nations system.

"The members of the Council agree that the world now has the best
chance of achieving international peace and security since the foundation
of the United Nations. They undertake to work in close cooperation with
other United Nations Member States in their own efforts to achleve this,
as well as to address urgently all the other problems, in particular
those of economic and social development, requiring the collective
response of the internaticnal community. They recognize that peace and

-prosperity are indivisible and that lasting peace and stability require

effective international cooperation for the eradication of poverty and
the promotion of a better life for all in larger freedom."

PR
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Office

1 April 1992 London SW1A 2AH
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Thank you for your letters of 11 and 25 March about
WFC Fletcher,

From The Secretary of Siate

The murder of this young pelicewcman in 1984 was an
ocutrageous crime. As a result we broke off diplomatic
relations with Libya shortly after the shooting and all
Libyans in their diplematic mission in London were
required to leave. However, there was no evidence
available to the police which would have allowed them to
bring charges against any named individual.

The Lockerbie case is quite different. The Lord
Advocate obtained warrants for the arrest of two Libyan
officials on the basis of evidence collected during three
years’ investigation by the police. He has concluded
that there is a case to answer in court. We have
therefore asked the Libyans to hand over the two men
accused of the bombing so that they can stand trial in
Scotland or the United States. This recquest was endorsed
by the unanimous United Nations Security Counci
Resolution 731, '

Rebert Muir Esg




Although there is still no eviﬁ

ence which would

support a request to the Libyan Government to hand over

any persons in connection with the murder of WPC

Fletcher, we have not forgctten her.

We have raised the

case with the Libyan Government on many occasions,
demanding that they accept responsibility for their
officials’ actions, make an apology and pay compensation

to WPC Fletcher’s family.
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