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AMI'iACAAA CABE3HE PEnYI'iJU1KE JYJ"OCnABMJE 

EMBASSV OF THE FEOERJ L REPUBUC OF YUGOSLAVIA 
DE AMEIASSAOE VAN BOI'·DSREPUBUEK JOEGOSL.AVIE 

Sir. 
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The Hague, 2 n A DR. 21101. 
Groot HertogrnneYaa~O 
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On behalfofthe Govemment of the Federal Republic ofYugoslavia, 1 am 
hereby withdrawing the counterclaims contained in the Counter-Memorial of23 July 
1997 submitted by the Federal Republic ofYugoslavia (paragraphs 3-6, pages 1084-
1085) in the Case Concerning the Application of the Convention on the Prevention and 
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide (Bosnia-Herzegovina v. Yugoslavia). 

The Judgment of July 11 1996 on Preliminary Objections in the Case Bosnia­
Herzegovina v. Yugoslavia overruled the objections to jurisdiction then presented by 
the Federal Republic ofYugoslavia. This ruling left no ether choice and allowed no 
ether party conduct but to take a position regarding the substance of the claim The 
Federal Republic ofYugoslavia did so by sub.mitting a counter-memorial on 23 July 
1997, in w~ùch it contested the allegations of the claim and presented counterclaims. 
The same c.ourse of action would have to be followed if the ruling on jurisdiction were 
confirmed. It is the conviction of the Federal Republic ofYugoslavia, however, that 
new facts have put the issue of jurisdiction into a different perspective and introduced 
conclusive evidence to the effect that this Court did not have and does not have 
jurisdiction over the Federal Republic ofYugoslavia rationae personae. The 
withdrawal of the counterclaims is consistent with this conviction, and it is based on 
the percept ion that the Court bas no jurisdiction over the Federal Republic of 
Yugoslavia in this case. The Federal Republic ofYugoslavia notes that it intends to 
submit an c=.pplication for revision ofthe Judgment of 11 July 1996. 

Tht~ withdrawal of the counterclaims is further supported by the fact that the 
new Government of the Federal Republic ofYugosl.avia strongly believes that the 
period of c:mflicts and disputes must be left behind, and that the two countries have to 
move towa rd an er a of cooperation and ami cable resolution of pending disputes. 

Furthermore, the point ofview of the new Govemment of the Federal Republic 
ofYugoslavia is that the tragedies ofBosniacs, Serbs, Croats and ethers in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina do require a response of the machinery of j~tice, bufhJP.ight be more -
appropriatr to seek justice through national and internatio!lalproceediDgs, which 
would yield punishment of individual perpetrators, rather iliân punishment of the 
collectives to which the perpetrators belong. 
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