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EMBASSY OF JAPAN 

THE NEÏHERLANDS 

The Eague 
Sune 14, 1995 

Mr. Eduarda Valencia-Ospina 
Reoistçar 
International Court of Justice 
Pezce Palace 
2517 KI The Sague 

9ear Mi. Valencia-Ospina, 

Upûn instructions of my Goverment, I have the ho~or to transmit 
aerewith the wïitten statsmerit of tne Goverment of Japan in response 
Yo the International Cour: of Justice's letter dated February 8, 
1995, addressed to R.E. the Hinistor for Foreign Rf fairs of Japan, in 
scccrdance with Article 65, paraqraph 2 ,  of the Statute of the 
Ccuzt . 

Yocrs sincerely, 

Yukio Sugano 
Minister 



The Government o f  Japan herewith  submits t h e  w r i t t e n  
s t a t emen t  of t h e  Government, in pursuançe of t h e  Cour t ' s  Order  o f  
February 1, 1995, and t h e  letter. of t h e  R e g i s t r a r  of t h e  Cour t  
addressed  t o  t h e  Kinister f o r  Foreign Affaixs of Japan, dated 

Pebruary 8 ,  1995, in accordance wi th  Article 66,  paragraph  2 ,  o f  
t h e  s t a t u t e  of t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Court of  J u s t i c e .  

1. Tbe ques t ion  on which an  advisory opinion is asked 
On 15 December, 1994, t h e  Forty-Ninth United Nat ions  General 

Assembly, by i ts  Resolution A49/75K, decided t o  r e q u e s t  t h e  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Court of  J u s t i c e  t o  g ive  an advisory  op in ion  on t h e  
fo l lowing  sub ject: 

"1s t h e  t h r e a t  o r  u s e o f  nuclear  weapons i n  any 
circumstance permit ted under i n t e r n a t i o n a l  law?" 

II. The view of t h e  Government of Japan wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  law on t h e  use  of nuclear  weapons i n  w a r  or  
o t h e r  armed c o n f l i c t  

The Gavernment submits i t s  view on the  s u b j e c t  i n  q u e s t i o n ,  
namely, t h e  use of nuc lear  weapons i n  Far o r  o t h e r  armed c o n f l i c t ,  
as fol lows:  

The Government be l ieves  t h a t ,  because of t h e i r  immense power 
t o  cause  des t ruc t ion ,  t h e  dea th  of and injary t o  human b e i n g s ,  t h e  
use of nuc l ea r  weapons i s  c l e a r l y  contra- t o  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  
humanity t h a t  g i v e s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  law i t s  ph i lo soph ica l  
foundation.  

III. The p o s i t i o n  of t h e  Government of  Japan on t h e  e l m a t i o n  of 
n u c l e a r  weapons 

Japan, t h e  only  na t ion  t h a t  ha3 su f f e red  n u c l e a r  a t t a c k ,  
t ak ing  advantage of t h e  opportuni ty  o f f e r ed  by i ts  submiss ion of 
t h i s  w r i t t e n  s ta tement ,  d e s i r e s  t o  s t a t e  a l s o  t h e  fo l lowing  v i e w ,  



o n  t h e  importance of eliminating nuc lea r  weapons, i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  
s t a t i n g  its assessrnent r e g a r d i n g  t h e  use of n u c l e a r  weapons i n  

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l a w .  
(1) With t h e i r  d e v a s t a t i n g  power, nuc lear  weapans c a n  i n  an 

instant  t a k e  a tremendous t o l l  i n  human l i f e  and d e p r i v e  people  of  

t he i r  local community s t r u c t u r e s ;  t hey  can a l s o  cause  t h e  victims 

who s w i v e  an a t t a c k  itçelf i n d e s c r i b a b l e  and l a s t i n g  s u f f e r i n g  

due  t o  atomic r a d i a t i o n  and o t h e r  l i n g e r i n g  e f f e c t s .  Japan, based 
on i ts  t r a g i c  nuc leas  s u f f e r i n g  of Hiroshima and  agas saki, 
c o n s i d e r s  t h a t  nuc lear  weapons must never be used. The Government 

of Japan firmly maintains t h e  "three non-nuclear p r i n c i p l e s "  of 
n o t  possess ing nuc lear  weapons, n o t  producing them and n o t  
h t r o d u c i n g  them i n t o  its territory, and wLLl always s t r ive  t o  . 
p r o m t e  nuc lear  disarmament and n u c l e a r  non -p ro l i f e r a t i on ,  w i t h  a 
view t o  ach iev ing  t h e  u l t i m a t e  e l i m i n a t i o n  of n u c l e a r  weapons. 

( 2 )  Nuc1ea.r disannament, non-pro l i fe ra t ion  o f  n u c l e a r  weapons 
and t h e  u l t i m a t e  e lh ina t ion  of n u c l e a r  weaponç are c r u c i a l  f o r  
p reven t ing  nuc l ea r  war and t h e  u s e  of nuc lear  weapons. To t h i s  

end,  it is imperat ive  t h a t  c o n c r e t e  and r e a l i s t i c  measures be 

t a k e n ,  one by one. Convinced of t h i s ,  Japan strives c o n s t a n t l y  t o  

s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  nuc lear  non-prol i f  e r a t i o n  regime, t h e  c e n t r a l  
p i l l a r  of  which i s  the  T r e a t y  on t h e  Non-Prol i fera t ion of Nuclear 

Weapons (NPT). Japan d e s  every p o s s i b l e  e f f o r t  t o  enhance t h e  
T r e a t y r s  e f f ec t iveness  and u n i v e r s a l i t y .  A t  t n e  NFT Review and 

Extension Conference in May t h i s  y e a r ,  dec i s ions  had been made on 

"s t rengthening  t h e  review process  f o r  t h e  Trea tym and on 
" p r i n c i p l e s  and o b j e c t i v e s  f o r  n u c l e a r  non -p ro l i f e r a t i on  and 
disarmament," t oge the r  w i t h  t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  i n d e f i n i t e l y  ex tend  
t h e  NPT. These dec i s ions  i n d i c a t e  a  f u t u r e  pa th  r e g a r d i n g  n u c l e a r  
disarmament, nuc lear  non -p ro l i f e r a t i on ,  and o t h e r  i s s u e s .  I t  i s  
extrentely important  t h a t  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  community s t r i v e s  a long  
this path. Japan, while welcoming t h e  r ecen t  s i g n i f i c a n t  p r o g r e s s  
i n  nuc l ea r  disarmament made by t h e  United S t a t e s  and t h e  former 
soviet Union such a s  t h e  s i g n i n g  o f  STmT 1 and START II and t h e  
ent?r into fo rce  of START 1 s i n c e  t h e  end of Cold W a r ,  u rges  al1 

nuc lea r  weapon S t a t e s ,  which have a s p e c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  



n u c l e a r  disarmament, t o  make y e t  g r e a t e r  e f f o r t s  for nuc lear  
disarmament, w i th  t h e  goa l  of ach iev ing  t h e  u l t i m a t e  e l i m i n a t i o n  
o f  n u c l e a r  weapons, in accordance wi th  Article 6 of t h e  Treaty .  
L a s t  y e a r  in t h e  United Nat ions  General  Assembly, Japan sponsored 
t h e  r e s o l u t i o n ,  "Nuclear disarmament wi th  a view t o  t h e  u l t b a t e  
e l i m i n a t i o n  of nuclear  weapons," which was adopted by an 
overwhelming major i ty .  Japan b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e  adopt ion r e f l e c t s  
t h e  w i d e  app rec i a t i on  by t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  conuminity of Japan ' s  
such fundamental view. 

(3)  Japan welcomes t h e  developments in  t h e  n e g o t i a t i o n s  on a 
Comprehensive Nuclear T e s t  Ban Trea ty  (CTBT) a t  t h e  Conference on 
Disarmament and w i l l  do eve ry th ing  p o s s i b l e  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  e a r l y  
conc lus ion  of those  nego t i a t i ons .  Japan w i l l  a l s o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  
t h e  e a x l y  commencement and development of n e g o t i a t i o n s  on a 

convention banning t h e  product ion of fissile m a t e r i a l  f o r  nuc l ea r  
weapons o r  o t h e r  nuclear  exp los ive  devices .  Japan w i l l ,  moreover, 
work a c t i v e l y  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  a c t u a l  reduc t ion  of nuc lear  
weapons through a s s i s t a n c e  f o r  d ismant l ing o f  nuc lear  weapons of 
t h e  former Sovie t  Union. 


